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Franklin to Thomson,' Secretary of Congress. 

London, February 5, 1775. 
Dear Sib : I received duly your favours of November 1, by Captain 
Falconer, and afterwards that of October 26, both inclosing the letter 
from the Congress and the petition to the king. Immediately on receipt 
of the first I "wrote to every one of the other gentlemen nominated and 
desired a meeting to consult on the mode of presenting the petition 
committed to our care. Three of them, viz: Mr. Burke, Mr. Went- 
wortb,t and Mr, Life declined being concerned in it, and without con- 
sulting each other gave the same reason, viz: That they had no instruc 
tions relating to it from their constituents, Mr, Garth J: was out of 
town; so it rested on Mr, Bollan, Mr. Lee, and inyself.§ We took 
council with our best friends and were advised to present it through 
Lord Dartmouth, that being the regular official method and the on]y 
one in which we might on occasion call for an answer. We accordingly 
waited on his lordship with it, who would not immediately undertake 
to deliver it, but requested that it might be left with him to peruse, 
which was done. He found nothing in it improper for him to present, 
and afterwards sending for us he informed us that he had presented 
the petition to his majesty, who had been pleased to receive it very 
graciously and to command him to tell us it contained matters of such 
importance that as soon as they met he would lay it before his two 
houses of Parliament. We then consulted on the publication and were 
advised by wise and able men, friends of America whose names it will 
not be proper to mention, by no means to publish it till it should be 
before Parliament, as it would be deemed disrespectful to the king. 

We flattered ourselves from the answer given by Lord D that the 

king would have been pleased to reeomineud it to the consideration of 
Parliament by some message, but we were mistaken. It came down 
among a great heap of letters of intelligence from governors and officers 

* Collections of the New York Historical Society (1878), p. 2h ; 5 Bigelov's Frank- 
lin, 427. 
t See Introduction, $ 208. 
f At the time agent for Maryland. 

§ As to Lord North's contemptuous opinion of tliis petition, see 1 Hutchinson's 
Uiary, 330; " Mr, Leo" is Arthur Leo, see index, Arthur Lee. 
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in America, newspapers, pamphlets, handbills, etc., from that country, 
the, last iu the list and laid upon the table with thein, undistinguished 
by any particular recommendation of it to the notice of either house, 
aud I do not find that it has had any farther uotice taken of it as yet 
than that it has been read as well as the other papers. To draw it 
into the attention of the house wo petitioned to be heard upon it, 
but were uot permitted, and by the resolution of the committee of 
the whole house, which I inclose, yon will see that it has made little 
impression; and from the coustant refusal, neglect, or discourage- 
ment of American petitions these mauy years past, our country will at 
last be convinced that petitions are odious here, and that petitioning 
is far from being a probable meaus of redress. A firm, steady, and 
faithful adherence to the non-consumption agreement is the only thing 
to be depended on ; it begins already to work (as yon will see in the 
votes of the house) by producing applications from the merchants and 
manufacturers and it must Anally lead Parliament into reasonable 
measures. At present the ministers are encouraged to proceed by the 
assurances they receive from America thatthe people are not unanimous; 
that a very great part of them disapprove the proceedings of the Con- 
gress and would break thro' them if there was in the country an army 
sufficient to support these friends, as they are called, of the govern- 
ment.* They rely, too, on being able to divide us still farther by various 
means, for they seem to have no conception that such a thing as public 
spirit or public virtue any wheie exists^ I trust they will find themselves 
totally mistaken. The Congress is in high esteem here among all the 
friends of liberty, and their papers mnch admired. Perhaps nothing of 
the kind has ever been more thoroughly published or more universally 
read. Lord Camden spoke highly of the Americans iu general, and of 
the Congress particularly, in the House of Lords. Lord Chatham 
said that taking the whole together and considering the members of the 
Congress as the unsolicited and unbiased choice of a great free and en- 
lightened people, their unanimity, their moderation, and their wisdom, 
he thought it the most honorable assembly of men that had ever been 
known ; that the histories of Greece and Rome gave us nothing equ:il 
to it. Lord Shelburne would uot admit that the Parliament of Britain 
could be comparable with it, a parliament obeying the dictates of a 
ministry who in nine cases out of ten were governed by their under- 
secretaries. 

Tou will see, among the papers herewith sent, the motion made by 
Lord Chatham as preparatory to his plan, viz : That the troops should 
be removed from Boston, I send also a copy of the plan itself which 
you may be assured is genuine. The speeches hitherto published as his 
during the session are spurious. 

The Duke of Richmond and the Duke of Manchester appeared for us 
also in the debate aud spoke extremely wel). Lord Chatham's bill, 



* See Introduction, $ 28. 
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tho' on so important a subject aud offered by so great a character, ami 
supported by such able aud learned speakers as Camden, etc., was 
treated with as much contempt as tUey could have shown to a ballad 
offered by a drunken porter. It was rejected on a slight reading with- 
out being suffered even to lie on the table for the perusal of the mem- 
bers. The House of Commons, too, have shown au equal rashness and 
precipitation in matters that required the most weighty deliberation, 
refusing to hear, aud entering hastily into violent measures. And yet 
tiiis is the government by whose supreme authority we are to have our 
throats cut if we do not acknowledge, aud whose dictates we are im- 
plicitly to obey, while their conduct hardly entitles them to common 
respect. 

The agents have not time to make so many copies of the papers sent 
with this, nor indeed of our letters to the speakers of the several assem- 
blies as would be necessary to send one for each. We therefore send 
only two, one per Falconer and the other per Lawrence to New York, 
requesting that you would get them copied at Philadelphia and forward 
them northward aud southward, one to each speaker, by the earliest 
conveyance. 

It is thought by our friends that Lord Chatham's plan, if it had been 
enacted here, would have prevented present mischief aud might have 
been the foundation of a lasting good agreement for tho' in some points 
it might not perfectly coincide with our ideas and wishes we might have 
proposed modifications or variations where we should judge them neces- 
sary, and in fine the two countries might have met in perfect union. I 
hope therefore it will be treated with respect by our writers and its 
author honored for the attempt, for though he has put some particulars 
into it as I think merely by way of complying a little with the genera] 
prejudices here to make more material parts go better down, yet, I am 
persuaded, he would uot otherwise be tenacious of those parts, meaning 
sincerely to make us contented and happy as far as consistent with the 
general welfare.* 

I need not caution you to let no part of this letter be copied or printed. 
With great esteem I am, sir. your affectionate friend and humble 
servant, 

Benj. Franklin. t 

Ch. Thomson, Esq.| 

" See as to attitude at this time of British parties, Introduction, $$ 31, S3. 

t The signature, it is stated by Mr. Bigelow, is not given in the original. 

t Charles Thomson, secretary itf the Continental Congress, to whom tho above is 
addressed, was born in Irelaad in 1729, and died in Lower Merion, Philadelphia. He 
caine to Philadelphia when very yonng, was educated in the Friends 1 Academy, in 
that city, and retained in after years his attachment to the Society of Friends. His 
tastes were philosophical as well as political, which threw him into frequent inter- 
course with Franklin aud Jefferson ; and he was a staunch friend of Franklin in the 
controversies as to the dissension at Paris in I778-'7'J. He was a member of the first 
federal house of representatives. Singularly simple in his tastes, aud severe iu bis 
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franklin's narrative of negotiations in london.* 

On Board tbe Pennsylvania Packet, 
Captain Osborne (Bound to Philadelphia), 

March 2M, 1775. 

Dear Son: Having now a little leisure for writing I will endeavor, 
as I promised you, to recollect what particulars I can of the negotia- 
tions I have lately been concerned in with regard to the misunderstand- 
ings between Great Britain and America. 

During the recess of the last Parliament, which had passed the severe 
acts against the Province of Hie Massachusetts Bay. the minority hav- 
ing been sensible of their weakness, as an effect of their want of union 
among themselves, began to think seriously of a coalition. For they 
saw in the violence of these American measures, if persisted in, a hazard 
of dismembering, weakening, and perhaps ruining the British Empire. 
This inclined some of them to propose such an union with each other 
as might be more respectable in the ensuing session, have more weight 
in opposition, and be a body out of which a new ministry might easily 
be formed, should the ill success of the late measures, and the firmness 
of the Colonies in resisting them, make a change appear necessary to 
the king. 

I took some pains to promote this disposition in conversations with 
several of the principal among the minority of both houses, whom I 
besought and conjured most earnestly not to suffer, by their little mis- 
understandings, so glorious a fabric as the present British Empire to 
be demolished by these blunderers ; and for their encouragement as- 
sured them, as far as my opinions could give any assurance, of Olefin** 
ness and unanimity of America, the continuance of which was what they 
had frequent doubts of, and appeared extremely apprehensive and 
anxious concerning it. 

Prom the time of the affrontt given me at the council board iu Jan- 

morals, ho was likened iu these respecls to Samuel Adams, from whom, however, lie 
differed in political matters, Thomson being Btrongly attached both to Franklin and 
Jefferson. Some of Thomson's notes as secretary of Congress, together with portions 
of his correspondence, were published in the collections of the New York Historical 
Society for 1878. 

As to tbe differences between Thomson and H, Laurens, see introduction, $ 172. 

*G Bigelow's Franklin, 440; 5 Sparks' Franklin, 2. This important paper was 
written, as is stated by Mr. Sparks, "immediately after the events, during the 
author's passage to Ameriea, in tbe form of a letter to bis son. It was not published 
till many years after his death, having first appeared in William Temple Franklin's 
edition of his works." 

t The " affront " was as follows : A correspondence of Hutchinson, royal governor of 
Massachusetts, showing a combination on his part with ether Massachusetts loyalists 
forcibly to put down colonial liberty, was placed in Franklin's hands in 1772. Frank- 
lin felt it his duty, as it undoubtedly was, to communicate copies of this correspond- 
ence to certain of bis friends in Massachusetts, placing them under restricl ions, which 
he himself was under, us to publication. The substance of (he correspondence, how- 
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uary, 1774, I bad never attended tbe levee of any minister. I made no 
justification of myself from the charges brought agniust me ; I made 
no return of the injury by abusing my adversaries ; but held a cool, 
sullen silence, reserving myself to some future opportunity ; for which 

ever, became known, and a petition was sent liy the Massachusetts assembly to the 
crown asking for the removal of Hutchinson and Oliver, tho latter being chief-justice. 
The petition was heard on January 20, 177-1; and Wedderburn, afterwards Lord 
Chancellor Loughborough, appeared in opposition to the petition, and availed him- 
self of the opportunity to pour on Franklin, who was Btanding at the bar, a torrent 
of abuse which was as malignant as it was coarse. Turning to Franklin, whose 
philosophical attainments be ridiculed and whose political character he denounce*!, 
lie pointed him out as a thief, (o the delight of Sandwich and officials of his type, 
who signified their approval by lond and jeering laughter, in whicb even Gower, 
the president of the council, joined. Franklin listened apparently unmoved. It is 
eaid that eight years afterwards, when he signed tbe preliminaries of peace by which 
the independence of tbe United States was recognized, be wore tbe eoat that he bad 
on when insulted by Wedderburn. I endeavored, in tbe appendix to tho second edi- 
tion of my digest of international law, to show that tbis tradition is without founda- 
tion ; and on its face it seems unlikely that a display so dramatic would have been 
made by Franklin, to whose nature dramatic or histrionic display was peculiarly for- 
eign. 

Lord Campbell (6 Lives of Lord Chancellors, 104) attaches extraordinary conse- 
quence to tbis affront. "I now come to his (Wedder burn's) memorable contest 
with Benjamin Franklin. 

' Tbe babe that was uuborn might rue 
Tbe Dpeaking of that day.' 

"It mainly conduced to the civil war which soon followed, and to the dismember- 
ment of tbe empire, by exciting overweening arrogance on the one side, and rankling 
reveuge on tbe other. Had Franklin been soothed instead of being iusulted, America 
might have been saved. As yet, though eager for the redress of the wrongs of his 
transatlantic brethren, be professed, aud I believe ho felt, respect and kiuduess 
for the mother country, and a desire that all differences between them might bo 
honorably adjusted. * * * A petition to the king was unanimously agreed to [in 
tbe Massacbusetts assembly] praying for the recall of the lieutenant-governor and 
tbe chief-justice. This petition was very imprudently referred to a committee of the 
privy council, that its allegations might be openly discussed. The executive govern- 
ment ought quietly to have disposed of it either by refusing the prayer, or by trans- 
ferring tbe parties complained against to some other sphere, where tbeir services 
would be more available for the public good; but it was thought tbat a glorious 
opportunity had occurred of publicly inveighing against tbe colonists and of [leaping 
rdiiim on their champion. As the day for the hearing approached, public expecta- 
tion was raised to a higher pitch than it had been by any juridical proceeding since 
the trial of Sacbeverell. The scene was the council chamber at the cockpit, White- 
ball. Thirty-five privy counselors attended, with Earl Gower, tbe lord president, at 
their head. Accommodation was made near the bar for Burke, Priestley, Jeremy 
Bentbam, and distinguished strangers, and the adjoining rooms were crowded by an 
innumerable multitude who could only catch some distaut murmurs of tbe vitupera- 
tion, and inquire from time to time what was likely to he tbe result. We have from 
Jeremy Beutham, a curious description of the apartment and the appearance of him 
who was beheld of all beholders: ' Tbe president's chair was with the back parallel 
to and not far distaut from tbe fire ; the chimney-piece, projecting a foot or two, 
formed a recess on each side. Alone in the recess, on the left band of tbe president, 
stood Benjamin Franklin in such a position as not to be visible from the situation of 
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conduct I bad several reasons not necessary here to specify. Now and 
then I heard it said, that the reasonable part of the administration was 
ashamed of the treatment they had given me. I suspected that some 

the president, remaining the whole lime like a rock in the same posture, his head 
resting ou liia left baud, and in that attitude abiding the pelting of the pitiless storm.' 
Dunning and Lee stood at the bar as counsel for tlie petitioners. Wedderburn, us 
Bolici tor-general, alone attended for the crown, or more properly speaking as assessor 
to the privy council. ' His station was between the seats of two of the members on 
tbe side of the right hand of the lord president.' * » * Wedderburn did not stand 
in need of the stimulus of a fierce attack; but came fully charged with venom wbich 
he had long been distilling." Large extracts from Weddcrburn's speech are then 
given in which occur the following: " I hope, my lords, you will mark and brand the 
man for the honor of this couutry, of Europe, and of mankind. * * * I can com- 
pare him only to Zanga in Dr. Young's 'lieveuge': 'Know, then, 'twas I, I forged 
Ibe letter, I disposed the picture, I bated, I despised, and I destroy.' I ask, my lords, 
whether tbe revengeful temper attributed by poetic fiction only to the bloody-minded 
African is not surpassed by the coolness and apatby o£ this wily New Englauder." 

" The effect," continues Campbell, " of this invective upon the hearers was greater 
than almost anything wo read in thu history of English eloquence. Says Jeremy 
Iiontham, ' without any prejudice in favor of tbe orator I was not more astonished at 
tbe brilliancy of his lightning than astounded by the thunder that accompanied it.' 
We can easily, conceive the delight of tbo assembled privy counselors, who bjd been 
selected and summoned ou this occasiou from their known hatred of the discontented 
Americans and their impatient desire to coerce them, but wiLhout very strong testi- 
mony we could not give credit of the stories circulated of tbeir demeanor, consid- 
ering they were sitting as judges and that at least the affectation of impartiality 
might have been expected from them, 'Nevertheless,' says Dr. Priestley, 'at the 
sallies of bis sarcastic wit all the members of the council (the president himself, Lord 
Gower, not excepted) frequently laughed outright. No persou belonging to the 
council behaved with decent gravity except Lord North, who, coming late, took his 
stand behind a chair opposite me.' Some accounts represent that they actually 
cheered him as if they had been listening to a spirited parry speech in Parliament. 
Lord Shelburue, iu a letter to Lord Chatham, writes: 'The indecency of their be- 
havior exceeded, as is agreed on all hands, that of any committee of eloetiou;' and 
Charles fox, in the debate on the renewal of tbe war in 1803, warning the house not 
to be led ;iway by r the delusive eloquence of Pitt, reminded them 'bow all men tossed 
up their hats and clapped their hands in boundless delight at Mr. Wedderburn's 
speech againstDr. Franklin, without reckoning the cost it was to entail upon them.'" 

" Wedderburn," so Lord Campbell sums up his discussion of this epoch-making pro- 
ceeding, "must be severely condemned for thus pandering to tbe low passions of his 
countrymen instead of honestly trying to enlighten them. So objectionable was this 
proceeding, which he probably promptedand in which he played the principal part,tbat 
Adolphu^ tbe almost indiscriminate apologist of all the measures of George Ill's reign, 
is driven to confess that 'the character of the inquiry and tbe dignity of the tribunal to 
whose investigation it was submitted were not duly considered. Ministers, taught by 
experience, ought to have known the degradation which they must inevitably incur 
when they elevated an individual iuto tbe rank of a personal opponent. Dr. Franklin, 
who had recently completed his sixty-seventh year, who was known and honored in 
the most eminent philosophical aud literary societies in Europe, sat, with bis gray 
unadorned locks, a hearer of one of the severest invectives that ever proceeded from 
the tongue of mau ; and an observer of a boisterous merriment aud exultation which 
added nothing to the dignity uf his judges. He had sufficient self-commaud to sup- 
press all display of feeliug ; but the transactions of the day sank deeply into his mind 
and produced an inextinguishable rancor against this couutry which colored all the 



MARCH 22, 1775. 



9 



who told me this, did it to draw from me my sentiments concerning it, 
and perhaps my purposes; but I said little or nothing upon the subject, 
lii the mean time their measures with regard to New Eugland failing 

acta of his subsequent life aud occasioned extensive and ever memorable conse- 

(11160068."' 

But it was not Wcdderburu's vituperation which, standing by itself, produced tliis 
effect. Franklin could have borne this, bad this been all, with the equanimity with 
wliich he bore the still more vituperative attacks of Arthur Lee and of Izard. It was 
the action of the government on the Massachusetts petition, of which Wedderbum'B 
speech was merely au incident, which occasioded such "memorable consequences." 
That petition was perfectly proper and respectful. The Massachusetts assembly had 
amide evidence that Hutchinson and Oliver, royal governor and chief-justice, were 
bent on establishing what would have been virtually martial law in the common- 
wealth. The petition for the removal of these two functionaries was referred to a 
committee selected from those members of the privy council who had been most vio- 
lent in contemptuous objurgations of America. The hearing was planned and carried 
on in such a way as to show the American people not only that they could not obtain 
justice from the mother country, hut that when they asked for justice they would 
receive insult. The committee instantly, without deliberation, voted that the petition 
was " false, groundless, vexatious, and scandalous and calculated only for the seditious 
purpose of keeping up a spirit of clamor and discontent in the provinces." And this 
contemptuous decision was made at a hearing charged with such indecent and malig- 
nant contempt of eolouial rights as to convince American patriots that they would 
receive from the British crowu, when they applied for redress, not merely injustice 
hut insult. (See Introduction, 21, 23.) 

Alexander Wedderburn was born in Edinburgh in February, 1733. In 1753 he 
moved to London, anil in 1757 he was admitted to the English bar. His knowledge 
of Scotch law, as well as Lis marked forensic abilities, led to his employment in the 
great Douglass casein 176), in which he greatly distinguished himself. 

Attaching himself to Lord Bute, he entered Parliament in 17tS2 as a partisan of 
that minister ; and then, after Bute's fall, sported himself for a while in opposition, 
taking ground in opposition to North's American policy. This, however, was but 
a temporary diversion, and in 1772 he formally "ratted" and was made solicitor- 
general by North. From this time he devoted himself to a vehement support of the 
war, accompanied by frequent indecorous vituperation of his former whig associates. 
He was employed, as will hereafter appear, on a confidential mission, in the summer 
of 1776, to Paris for the purpose of counteracting the growing friendly tendency of the 
French ministry towards America. A more unfortunate person could scarcely have been 
selected, since his attack on Franklin was regarded in Paris as singularly brutal, and 
his speeches in Parliament had been almost as insulting to France as to America. In 
1778 he became attorney- general and in 1780 chief-justice of the common pleas, under 
the title of Lord Loughborough ; and on the formation of the North* Fox coalition min- 
istry, he came first commissioner of the great seal. When Pitt came into power he 
went out of office, hut was made chancellor by Pitt in 1793. This post he resigned in 
April, 1801, when lie was created Earl of Koslyu. Without political principle, but 
gifted with plausible eloquence and great business tact, he managed to attain the high- 
est posilion open to his profession, and to support himself in it, so far as his judicial 
action was concerned, with respectability. He died in January, 1805 ; and George HI 
hearing of his death, said, " he has not loft a greater knave behind him in my domin- 
ions." But Wedderburn, as his correspondence and speeches show, while a " knave," 
was not a "great knave," if to great knavery sagacity is essential ; for, by his vitu- 
perative attacks on his opponents, when they were not able to defend themselves, he 
much enhanced the difficulties of his case. And it is one of the most discreditable 
features of George Ill's political career that he should have placed in the highest 
offices a man whose knavery he declared to be so great. 
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of the success that hart beeu confidently expected, and liudiug them- 
selves more and more embarrassed, they began, as it seems, to think of 
making use of me, if they could, to assist in disengaging them. But it 
was too humiliating to think of applying to me openly and directly, 
and therefore it was contrived to obtain what they could of my senti- 
ments through others. 

/The accounts from America during the recess all manifested that the 
measures of administration had neither divided uor intimidated the 
people there; that, on the contrary, they were more and more united 
and determined; and that a non-importation agreement was likely to 
take place^ The ministry thence apprehending that this, by distress- 
ing the trading aud manufacturing towns, might influence votes agaiust 
the court iti the elections for a new Parliament (which were in course 
to come on the succeeding year), suddenly and unexpectedly dissolved 
the old one, and ordered the choice of a new one within the shortest 
time admitted by law, before the inconveniences of that agreement 
could begin to be felt or produce any such effect. 

When I came to England in 17.T7, you may leinember I made several 
attempts to be introduced to Lord Chatham* (at that time first lniuis- 

*The distinctive position of Chatham and of Sbelbnrne has been already noticed. 
(Introduction, $ 33.) Whether, h.id Chatham lived, he would have supported the pre- 
liminaries of 1733 has beeu much discussed. He probably would bare done so, in 
the then position of affairs, if the recognition of independence conld have beeu made 
part of a system of commercial reciprocity. His love for America, and his dislike of 
France would have led him to give to the new empire all the Mississippi, and then, by 
establishing between it aud England commercial reciprocity, to make tho United 
States the chief feeder aud the chief customer of England, in this way augmenting 
England's wealth to an extent which would never have been reached h id that valley 
remained in Spanish hands. That Chatham may have taken this position wo may 
iufer from the fact that this was the position of his son, William Pitt, who supported 
the peace, and who introduced a bill for commercial reciprocity with the Uuited 
States, makitig snch reciprocity a part of the system of pacification . Chatham had 
great defects. He was fond of occasional theatrical display. He was jealous of 
associates who would be likely to interfere in the premises of war and of foreign 
atfairs over whicli, as minister, he assumed control. His temper prevented him from 
gathering round him a body of political friends. He quarreled fruiu titue to time 
with his two brothers-in-law, Temple and George Greuvillc, though they had much 
with him in common, beside the link of their sister, Chatham's wife, who was a 
woman of inoeh ability, and who did her best to keep up the family attachments, 
ne would enter into no party alliance with the Rockingham wkigs, thongh his prin- 
ciples and theirs were much the same, and though by sucb an alliance the tory as- 
cendancy would have been broken. When be did form a ministry, on Ins last acces- 
sion to power, it was not a cabinet of consulting aud harmonizing statesmen, but a 
mere aggregation of heads of departments, each one of which was at liberty to go 
his own way, and who, from their great diversity of opinion, had no common policy. 
Aud then there is no question that during the greater part of this administration, 
he was insane. 

Yet, with all this, he not only had a political genius superior to that of any man 
of bis day, bnt an eloquence and enthusiasm which aroused for him almost constant 
popular admiration and support. His patriotism was vehement aud haughty; but 
the object of its devotion was not the English soil hut the English people, wherever 
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ter), on account of my Pennsylvania business, but without success He 
was tben too great a man, or too much occupied in affairs of greater 
moment. I was therefore obliged to content myself with a kind of non- 
apparent and unacknowledged communication through Mr. Potter and 
Mr. Wood, bis secretaries, who seemed to cultivate an acquaintance 
with me by their civilities, and drew from me what information I could 
give relative to the American war, with my sentiments occasionally on 
measures that were proposed or advised by others, which gave me the 
opportunity of recommending and enforcing the utility of conquering 
Canada, I alter wards considered Mr. Pitt as an inaccessible. I ad- 
mired him at a distance, and made no more attempts for a nearer aquaint- 
anee. I had only once or twice the satisfaction of hearing through 
Lord Shelburue, and I think Lord Stanhope, that he did me the honor 
of mentioning me sometimes as a person of respectable character. 

But towards the end of August, last, returning from Brighthelmstoue, 
I called to visit my friend Mr. Sargent at his seat, tlalsted in Kent, 
agreeable to a former engagement. He let me know that he had prom- 
ised to conduct ine to Lord Stanhope's at Cheveniug, who expected I 
would call on him when I came into that neighborhood. We accord- 
ingly waited on Lord Stanhope that evening, who told me Lord Chatham 
desired to see me, and that Mr. Sargent's house, where I was to lodge, 
being in the way, he would call for me there the next morning and carry 
mo to Hayes. This was done accordingly, ^hat truly great man re- 
ceived me with abundance of civility, inquired particularly into the 
situation of affairs in America, spoke feelingly of the severity of the 
late laws against the Massachusetts, gave me some account of his speech 
in opposing them, and expressed great regard aud esteem for the people 
of that country, who he hoped would continue firm and united in de- 
feuding by all peaceable and legal means their constitutional rights^ 

tliey might be. America to him was his country as much as England; part of it bis 
genius had torn from Frauce; the Englishmen who dwelt in the Anglican colonies he 
looked upon with peculiar love and pride, partly because they bad aided bill] in Ins 
great Canadian victories, partly because the class of men in England who disparaged 
the colonies were the class of men whom lie particularly despised ; but perhaps chiefly 
because be regarded Englishmen in America as fighting not merely tor their own 
liberty, but for the liberty of Englishmen in England. Among them he saw almost 
universally implanted a heroic love of liberty, which in England was then compara- 
tively dormant. It was for this reason that while he declared that if he were in 
America he would never lay down his arms until the national grievances were re- 
dressed, he nevertheless summoned all his old eloquence to rouse Eugland to con- 
tinue the war as long as America was allied to France. Yet we can gather from this 
lasL speech that it was on France alone that be desired to concentrate the attack ; 
and it is not inconsistent with bis [lositiou to suppose that if be could have de- 
tached America from France lie would have acceded io American independence, pro- 
vided it was coupled with commercial reciprocity. But the alternative he most 
dreaded was the subjugation of Englishmen in America by royal arms, not only be- 
cause he loved America, but because lie believed that the liberty of Englishmen in 
England would tic lost when that uf Englishmen in America was destroyed. (See 
Introduction, J 22.) 
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I assured Mm, that I made no doubt they would do so; which he said 
he was pleased to hear from me, as be was sensible I must be well 
acquainted with them, 

I then took occasion to remark to him, that in former cases, great em- 
pires had crumbled first at their extremities, from this cause ; thatcouu- 
tries remote from the seat and eye of government, which therefore 
could not well understand their affairs for want of full aucl true infor- 
mation, had never beeu well governed, but had been oppressed by bad 
governors, on presumption that complaint was difficult to be made and 
supported against them at such a distance. Hence such governors had 
been encouraged to go on till their oppressions became intolerable. 
But tbat this empire had happily fouud, and long been in practice of, 
a method whereby every province was well governed, being trusted in 
a great measure with the government of itself; and that hence had 
arisen such satisfaction iu the subjects, and such encouragement to new 
settlcmentSj that, had it not been for the late wrong politics (which 
w r ould have Parliament to be omnipotent, though it ought not to be so 
unless it could at the same time be omniscient), we might have gone on 
extending our western empire, adding province to province as far as 
the South Sea. That I lamented the ruin which seemed impending 
over so fine a plan, so well adapted to make all the subjects of the 
greatest empire happy ; and I hoped that if his lordship, with the other 
great and wise men of the British nation, would unite and exert 
themselves it might yet be rescued out of the mangling hands of the 
present set of blundering ministers; and that the union and harmony 
between Britain and her Colonies, so necessary to the welfare of both, 
might be restored. 

He replied, with great politeness, that iny idea of extending our em- 
pire in that manner was a sound one, worthy of a great, benevolent, 
and comprehensive mind. He wished with me for a good understand- 
ing among the different parts of the opposition here, as a means of 
restoring the ancient harmony of the two countries, which he most earn- 
estly desired; but he spoke of the coalition of our domestic parties, as 
attended with difficulty, and rather to be desired than expected. He 
mentioned an opinion prevailing here, that America aimed at setting 
up for itself as au independent state; or at least to get rid of the naviga- 
tion acts. I assured him, that, having more than once traveled almost 
from one end of the continent to the other, and kept a great variety of 
company, eating, drinking, and conversing with them freely, I never 
had heard iu any conversation from any person, drunk or sober, tbe 
least expression of a wish for a separation, or hint that such a thing 
would be advantageous to America. And as to the navigation act, the 
main, material part of it, that of carrying on trade iu British or plan- 
tation bottoms, excluding foreign ships from our ports, and navigating 
with three quarters British seamen, was as acceptable to us as it eon Id 
be to Britain. That we were even not against regulations of the ffen- 
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eral commerce by Parliament, provided such regulations were bo na fide 
for the benefit of the whole empire, not for the small advantage of one 
part to the great injury of another, such as the obliging our ships to 
call in England with our wine and fruit from Portugal or Spain; the 
restraints on our manufactures iu the woolen and hat-making branches, 
the prohibiting of slitting- mills, steel- works, etc. He allowed that 
some amendment might be made in those actsj but said those relating 
to the slitting-mills, trip-hammers, and steel-works were agreed to by 
our agents in a compromise on the opposition made here to abating 
the duty. 

An fine, he expressed much satisfaction in my having called upon 
him, and particularly in the assurances I had giveu him that America 
did not aim at independence yiuMu\g that lie. should be glad to see me 
agaiu as often as might be. I said 1 should not fail to avail myself of 
the permission he was pleased to give me of waiting upon his lordship 
occasionally, being very sensible of the honor and of the great advan- 
tages and improvement I should reap from his instructive conversation, 
which indeed was not a mere compliment. 

Tho new Parliament was to meet the 29th of November, 1774. About 
the beginning of that mouth, being at the royal society, Mr. Raper, one 
of our members, told me there was a certain lady who had a desire of 
playing with me at chess, fancying she could beat me, and had requested 
him to bring me to her. It was, he said, a lady with whose acquaint- 
ance he was sure 1 should be pleased, a sister of Lord Howe's,* and he 

" Mrs. Howe, tho " Hon, Caroline Howe," appears to have been something of a politi- 
cian. (7 Cunningham's Walpole, 80.) In a letter to tbe Miss Berrys, of Dec. 13- 
14, 1793 (9 Id., 4;i8), Walpole thus speaks of her: "If Lord Howe has disappointed 
you (in his failure shortly before to capture tbe French fleet) will you accept tbe 
prowess of the virago, bis sister, Mrs. Howe f As soon as it was known that her 
brother bad failed, a Jacobin mob broke her windows, mistaking them for his. She 
lifted up the sash and harangned them ; told them that was not the house of her 
brother, who lives in the other part of Grafton street, and that ebe herself is a 
widow, and that that house is hers. She stilled the waves, and they dispersed 
quietly." But to this is appended the following note from the editor: "The Hon. 
Caroline Howe, married to John Howe, of Hanslop, Bucks. She died at her house, 
No. 12 Grafton street, 29tb Juno, 1814, in her ninety-third year." Miss Berry adds 
the following: "A person of distinguished abilities. She possessed an extraordi- 
nary force of mind, clearness of understanding, and remarkable powers of thought 
and combination. She retained them unimpaired to the great age of eighty-five, by 
exercising them daily, both in the practice of mathematics and in reading the two 
dead languages, of which, late iu life, she made herself mistress. To those acquire- 
ments must be added warm and lively feelings, joined to a perfect knowledge of the 
world and of the tociety of which she had always been a distinguished member. Mr. 
Walpole, from misinformation of her conduct towards a friend of his in earlier life, 
had never done justice to her character - a mistake in which she did not participate 
relative to him." (See further, Barrow's Life of Lord Howe, 88.) 

Richard, Lord Howe, who was admiral of the British forces on the American coast 
in 1776, was born in 1725. He entered the navy when fourteen years of age, and 
served with much activity and gallantry in 1745, when he was engaged in a success- 
ful attack on a superior French force carrying provisions for tbe Pretender's use in 
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hoped I would not refuse the challenge. I said I had been long out of 
practice, but would wait upon the lady when he aud she should think 
fit. He told me where her house was, and would have me call soon 
and without further introduction, which I undertook to do; but think- 
ing it a little awkward, I postponed it, and on the 30th, meeting him 
again at the feast of the society election, being the day after the Par- 
liament met, he put me in mind of my promise, and that I had not 
kept it, and would have me name a day when he said he would call for 
me and conduct me. I named the Friday following. He called accord- 
ingly. I went with him, played a few games with the lady, whom I 
found of very sensible conversation and pleasing behaviour, which in- 

Scotland. In 1755 he was with Admiral lioscawen in the cruise on Newfoundland 
that was one of the precursors of the Seven-years' war, and in that war be achieved 
great distinction. At its close he was placed in the admiralty board, and in 1765, 
being still a commoner, he was elected to the House of Commons, and was made 
treasurer of the navy. He had shown much affection for America, and may, for tfaia 
reason have beeu selected by Lord Xorth as vice-admiral to command the British fleet 
on American waters, and to act as joint commissioner with his brother in the effort 
to obtain a reconciliation. His efforts in this line are narrated hereafter. Had he 
possessed foil powers, a settlement, based on Chatham's plan of federation, might 
have been at least gravely considered on the American side. Bat he had no such 
powers, and this soon was kuown. The consequence was that his brother and him- 
self, in their real kiudly desire to eflect a reconciliation which they had no power 
to carry through, felt more or less paralyzed in their military efforts. Aside from a 
natural kindliness of temper, which led him to dwell with peculiar pleasure on the 
pacific side of his mission, the death of his brother George in 1758, when leading 
American troops at the siege of Ticonderoga, and the honor paid that brother in 
America, had made him look on Americans as friends and old comrades in arms. Of 
bis naval achievements during the Revolution full notice is takeu in the correspond- 
ence in the text. The principal event in that career was an encounter with tbe 
French fleet, under D'Estaing, off Rhode Island, in which the combatants were sepa- 
rated by a storm in which the vessels on both sides were ranch damaged. Lord 
Howe's services on the European coasts were far zuore effective, he having succeeded 
on being placed in charge of the British fleet off Gibraltar in 1762, in relieving the 
British garrison at that place, against great odds. In 1794 he gained a decided vic- 
tory over the French fleet on the western coast of France, lie died Aug, 5, 1793. In 
appearance dark and forbidding, bearing among sailors the name "Black Dick," 
he was trntbful, brave, and fair and kindly, and there is no question that in the 
interviews reported in the text he was sincerely desiro as of doing all he could to 
restore peace. To his brother George, who, as is stated, died at the siege of Ticon- 
deroga in 1753, the Massachusetts assembly erected a monument at Westminster 
Abbey, expressive of their admiratiou for his merits and affection for his character. 

Sir William (General) Howe, a younger brother, served under Wolfe in the cam- 
paign in Canada in 1750, and was commander-in-chief of the British forces in America 
from 1775 to 1778. He succeeded General Gage in Boston, in May, 1775, and after 
the evacuation of Boston, followed by a brief stay for the purpose of recruiting at 
Halifax, he reached Long Island, with his troops, early in August, 1776. His cam- 
paigns in New York and Xew Jersey are noticed in fall in tbe letters which follow in 
the text. Since they were written, however, much light has beeu thrown on those 
campaigns by the discovery of the fact that General Charles Lee, when a prisoner of 
General Howe in 177°, gave full information to the Howes of the condition and pros- 
pects of the American army as far as he was able, and supplied them with a plan, 
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ducetl me to agree most readily to an appointment for another meeting 
a few days afterwards, though I had not the least apprehension that 
any political business could have any connection with this new acquaint- 
ance. 

On the Thursday preceding this chess party, Mr. David Barclay 
called ou me to have some discourse concerning the meeting of mer- 
chants to petition Parliament. /When that was over he spoke of the 
dangerous situation of American affairs, the hazard that a civil war 
might be brought on by the present measures, and the great merit that 
person would have who could contrive some means of preventing so 
terrible a calamity and bring about a reconciliation. He was then 

which they afterwards used, for attacking the American lines. (See note to letter of 
Franklin to Charles Lee, Feb, 11, 1776, infra.) How far this treason of General Lee 
had pervaded his prior American career we have now no information which would 
entitle ns to form an opinion; but we have enough now to say that the course of the 
Howes in treating him as a proper object of military exchange after they knew he 
was a traitor to the American cause, has cast a serious blemish on their name. Gen- 
eral Howe was succeeded by Clinton in May, 1778, and was no longer engaged in 
active service. He died in 1814. 

Judge Thomas Jones, a leading New York loyalist, thus speaks in his History of 
New York: 5'A different set of politics at this time [oil Howe's arrival at New York] 
prevailed, the rebelB were to be converted and the loyalists frowned upon. Proclama- 
tions were to end an inveterate rebellion. An opposition, a most unprincipled oppo- 
sition, in England, was to be pleased, the almighty powers and patronage of Ike 
commander-in-chief to be continued, that quarter-masters, barrack-masters, com- 
missaries, etc., might enrich themselves by amassing large fortunes out of the pub- 
lic. This was effectually done. They became nabobs of the West, and became 
equally rich with those of the East. Had half the pains been taken to suppress the 
American rebellion as there was to drain the British treasury of its cash, anyone 
year of the war would have demolished rebellion, and Great Britain been at this 
day (1784) still in possession of thirteen opulent colonies, of which she has been dis- 
membered by the misconduct aud inattention of one general, by the stupidity of 
another, and by an infamous ministry, who patched up an ignominious peace, to 
the dishonor of the nation, the discredit of their sovereigu, and to the ridicule of 
all Europe." (1 Jones' History of New York, 121.) Many pages are devoted by this dis- 
tinguished loyalist to show the incapacity of the Howes and of Clinton. In the intro- 
duction will be found notices of Sir W. Howe's rapacity and dissoluteness, $ 23; of 
his abandonment of loyalists, J 24; and of his recognition of Washington's ability, 
% 12. 

A copy of "Remarks upon General Howe's account of his proceedings in Long 
Island, etc., by Israel Maud u it," with the author's autograph (apparently) and pict- 
ure, and other illustrations, is iu the library of the Department of State. The 
writer, with much force, censures Howe's inactivity iu letting the rebels at New York 
escape, possessing as they did, not more than twelve thousand men, and with very 
inadequate arms, when he was " at the head of an American establishment for fifty 
thousand troops, attended with ninety-six ships of war," and when he had every 
attainable kind of arms and ain munition, 

A second edition of the Narrative of Lieut. -Geu, Sir William Howe, iu a committee 
of tho House of Commons, was published in London in 1780, and a copy of it is in the 
library of the Department of State. In the same volume are Sir W. Howe's " Obser- 
vations upon a pamphlet entitled Letters to a Nobleman." 
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pleased to add that ho was persuaded, from my knowledge of both 
couutries, my character and influence in one of them, and my abilities 
in business, no man had it so much in his power as myself/" I naturally 
answered tbat I should he very happy if I could in any degree be in- 
strumental in so good a work, but that I saw no prospect of it ; for, 
though I was sure the Americans were always willing and ready to 
agree upon any equitable terms, yet I thought an accommodation im- 
practicable, unless both sides wished it, and by what I could judge from 
the proceedings of the ministry, I did not believe they had the least 
disposition towards it; that tliey rather wished to provoke tbe North 
American people into an open rebellion, which might justify a military 
execution and thereby gratify a grounded malice, which 1 conceived to 
exist here agaiust the whigs and dissenters of that country. Mr. 
Barclay apprehended I judged too hardly of the ministers; he was 
persuaded they were not all of that temper, aud he fancied they would 
be very glad to get ont of their present embarrassment on any terms, 
only saving the honor and dignity of government. He wished, there- 
fore, that I would think of the matter, and he would call again aud 
converse with me further upon it. I said I would do so, as he requested 
it, but I had no opinion of its answering any purpose. We parted upon 
this. But two days after I received a letter from him. inclosed in a 
note from Dr. Fothergili, both which follow. 

Youngsbuky, near Ware, 3d lith month, 1774. 
Esteemed Friend: After we parted on Thursday last, I accidentally met our 
mutual friend, Dr. Fothergili, in my way home, and intimated to him the subject ot 
our discourse; in consequence of which I have received from him an invitation to a 
further conference on this monieutous affair, and I intend to he in town to-morrow 
accordingly, to meet at his house between 4 and 5 o'clock, aud we unite in the request 
of thy company. We are neither of us insensible that the affair is of that marinitnde 
as should almost deter private persons from meddling with it ; at the same time we 
ate respectively such well- wishers to the cause that nothing in our power ought 
to he left undone, though the utmost of our efforts may be unavailable. 
I am thy respectful friend, 

David Barclay. 

Dr. Franklin, 

Craven street. 

Dr. Fothergili presents his respects to Dr. Franklin, and hopes for the favor of his 
company in Harpur street to-morrow evening, to meet their mutual friend David 
Barclay, to confer on American affairs. As near 5 o'clock as may be convenient. 

Harpur Street, 3d inU. 

The time thus appointed was the evening of the day on which I was 
to have my second chess party with the agreeable Mrs. Howe, whom I 
met accordingly. After playing as long as we liked, we fell into a little 
chat, partly on a mathematical problem and partly tbout the new Par- 
liament, then just met, when she said, "And what is to be done with this 
dispute between Great Britain and the Colonies ? I hope we are not to 
have a civil war." "They should kiss and be friends," said I; " what can 
they do better? Quarreling can be of service to neither, but is ruin to 
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both." " I have often said," replied she, K that [ wished govern men t 
would employ you to settle the dispute for them ; I am sure nobody could 
do it so well. Do not you think that the thing is practicable P^" Un- 
doubtedly, Madam, if the parties are disposed to reconciliation ; for the 
two countries have really no clashing interests to differ about, ft is 
rather a matter of punctilio which two or three reasonable people might 
settle in half an homy/ 1 1 thank you for the good opinion you are pleased 
to express of me; but the ministers will never think of employing me 
in that good work ; they choose rather to abuse me." "Aye," said she, 
" they have behaved shamefully to you. And indeed some of them are 
now ashamed of it themselves." I looked upon this as accidental con- 
versation, thought no more of it, and went in the evening to the ap- 
pointed meeting at Dr. Fothergill's, where I found Mr. Barclay with hiiu. 

The doctor expatiated feelingly on the mischiefs likely to ensue from 
the present difference, the necessity of accommodating it, and the great 
merit of being instrumental in so good a work; concluding with some 
compliments to me j that nobody understood the subject so thoroughly, 
and had a better head for business of the kind ; that it seemed there- 
fore a duty incumbent on me, to do everything I could to accomplish a 
a reconciliation j and that, as he had with pleasure heard from David 
Barclay, that I had promised to think of it, he hoped I had put pen 
to paper and formed some plan for consideration aud brought it with 
ine. I answered that I had formed no plan j as the more I thought of 
the proceedings against the Colonies, the more satisfied I was, that there 
did not exist the least disposition in the ministry to an accommodation ; 
that therefore all plans must be useless. He said I might be mistaken ; 
that whatever was the violence of some, he had reason, good reason, to 
believe others were differently disposed ; and that if I would draw a 
plan, which we three upon considering should judge reasonable, it 
might be made use of and answer some good purpose, siuce he believed 
that either himself or David Barclay could get it communicated to some 
of the most moderate among the ministers who would cousider it with 
attention ; and what appeared reasonable to us, two of us being En- 
glishmen, might appear so to them. 

As they both urged this with great earnestness, aud when I men- 
tioned the impropriety of my doing anything of the kind at the time 
we were in daily expectation of hearing from the Cougress, who un- 
doubtedly would be explicit on the means of restoring a good u uder- 
staudiug, they seemed impatient, alleging that it was uncertain when 
we should receive the result of the Cougress aud what it would bej 
that the least delay might be dangerous ; that additional punishments 
for New Euglaud were in contemplation and accidents might widen the 
breach aud make it irreparable; therefore, something preventive could 
not be too soon thought of and applied; — I was therefore finally prevailed 
with to promise doing what thej' desired and to meet them again on 

2 WH — VOL 2 
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Tuesday evening at the same place, anil bring with me something for 
their consideration. 

Accordingly, at the time, I met with them and produced the following 
paper : 

Bints for conversation upon the subject of terms that might probably produce a durable 
union between Britain and the Colonies. 

1. The tea destroyed to lie paid for. 

2. Tlie tea-duty act to be repealed, and all the duties that have been received upon 
it to be repaid into the treasuries of the several provinces from which thoy have been 
collected, 

3. The acts of navigation to be all re enacted in the Colonies. 

4. A naval officer, appointed by the Crown , to reside in each colony to see that 
those acts are observed. 

5. All the acts restraining manufactures in the Colonies to be repealed. 

(>. All dnties arising on the acts for regulating trade with the Colonies to be for the 
pnblic use of the respective Colonies, and paid into their treasuries. The collectors 
and custom-house officers to he appointed by each governor, and not sent from 
England. 

7. In consideration of the Americans maintaining thair own peace establishment 
and the monopoly Britain is to have of their commerce, no requisition to be made 
from them in time of peace. 

8. No troops to enter aud quarter in any colony but with the consent of its legisla- 
ture. 

9. In time of war, on requisition made by the ting with the consent of Parlia- 
ment, every colony shall raise money by the following rules of proportions, viz: If 
Britain, on account of the war, raises 3 shillings in the pound to its laud tax, 
then the Colonies to add to their last general provincial peace tax a sum equal to one- 
fourth thereof; and if Britain, ou the same account, pays 4 shillings in the pound, 
then the Colonies to add to their said last peace tax a sum equal to half thereof, which 
additional tax ia to be granted to his majesty, and to be employed in raisiugand pay- 
ing men for laud or sea service, furnishing provisions, transports, or for such other 
purposes as the king shall require and direct. And, though no colony may contribute 
less, each may add as much by voluntary grant as they shall think proper. 

10. Castle William to be restored to the province of the Massachusetts Bay, aud 
no fortress built by the Crown in any province but ivith the consent of its legislature. 

11. The late Massachusetts and Quebec acts to be repealed and a free government 
granted to Canada. 

12. All judges to be appointed during good behaviour, with equally permanent 
salaries to lie paid our of the province revenues by appointment of the assemblies. 
Or, if the judges are to be appointed during the pleasure of the Crown, let the salaries 
Ite during the pleasure of the assemblies, as heretofore. 

13. Governors to be supported by the assemblies of each province. 

14. If Britain will give up its monopoly of American commerce, then the aid above 
mentioned to bo given by America in time of peace as well as in time of war. 

lj. The extension of the act of Henry the Eighth, concerning treasons to the Colo- 
nies, to be formally disowned by Parliament. 

18. The American admiralty courts reduced to the same powers they have in Eng- 
land, and the acts establishing them to he re-enacted in America. 

17. All powers of internal legislation in the Colonies to be disclaimed by Parlia- 
ment. 

lit reading this paper a second time I gave my reasons at length for 
each article. 
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On tlie first I observed, that, when the injury was done, Britaiu had 
aiight to reparation and would certainly have had it on demand, as 
was the ense when injury was done by mobs iu the time of the stamp 
act; or she might have a right to return an equal injury if she rather 
chose to do that; but she could not have a right both to reparation, ami 
to return au equal injury ; much less hart she a right to return the in- 
jury ten or twenty fold, as she had done by blocking up the port of 
Boston, AU of which extra injury ought, in my judgment, to be repaired 
by Britain. That, therefore, if paying for the tea was agreed to by me 
as au article fit to be proposed, it was merely from a desire of peace and 
in compliance with their opinion expressed at our first meeting, that 
this was a sine qua non, that the dignity of Britain required it, and that 
if this was agreed to everything else would be easy. This reasoning was 
allowed to be just; but still the article was thought necessary to stand 
as it did. 

On the second, that the act should be repealed, as having never an- 
swered auy good purpose, as having been the cause of the present mis- 
chief and never likely to be executed. That, the act being considered 
as unconstitutional by the Americans and what the Parliament had no 
right to make, they must consider all the money extorted by it, as so 
much wrongfully taken and of which therefore restitution ought to be 
made; and the rather as it would furnish a fund out of which the pay- 
ment for the tea destroyed might best be defrayed. The gentlemen were 
of opinion that the first part of the article, viz, the repeal, might be 
obtained, but not the refunding part and therefore advised striking 
that out; but, as I thought it just and right, I insisted on its standing. 

On the third and fourth articles I observed, we were frequently charged 
with views of abolishing the navigation act. That in truth those parts 
of it which were of most importance to Britain as tending to increase 
its naval strength, viz, those restraining the trade to be carried on only 
in ships belonging to British subjects, navigated by at least three-quar- 
ters British or colony seamen, etc., were as acceptable to us as they 
could be to Britaiu, since we wished to employ our own ships iu prefer- 
ence to foreigners and had no desire to see foreigu ships enter our ports. 
That indeed the obliging us to hind some of our commodities in England 
before we could carry them to foreign markets, and forbidding our im- 
portation of some goods directly from foreigu countries, we thought a 
hardship and a greater loss to us than gain to Britain, and therefore 
proper to be repealed. But as Britain had deemed itan equivalent for her 
protection we had never applied, or proposed to apply, for such repeal. 
And if they must be continued I thought it best (since the power of 
Parliament to make them was now disputed), that they should be re-en- 
acted iu all the Colonies which would demonstrate their consent to them. 
And then if, as in the sixth article, all the duties arising on them were 
to be collected by officers appointed and salaried iu the respective gov- 
ernments, and the produce paid into their treasuries, I was sure the 
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acts would be better ami more faithfully executed, aud at much less 
expense, aud one great source of misunderstanding removed between 
the two countries, viz, the calumnies of low officers appointed from 
home, who were for ever ab using the people of the country to govern- 
ment to magnify their own zeal and recommend themselves to promo- 
tion. That the extension of the admiralty jurisdiction, so much com- 
plained of, would then no longer be necessary; and that besides its 
being the interest of the Colonies to execute those acts, winch is the 
best security, government might be satisfied of its being done, from 
accouuts to be sent home by the naval officers of the fourth article. 
The gentlemen were satisfied with these reasons and approved the third 
and fourth articles ; so they were to stand. 

The fifth they apprehended would meet with difficulty. They said 
that restraining manufactures in the Colonies was a favorite idea here, 
and therefore they wished that article to be omitted, as the proposing 
it would alarm and hinder perhaps the considering aud granting others 
of more importance; but, as I insisted on the equity of allowing all 
subjects in every country to make the most of their natural advantages, 
they desired 1 would at least alter the last word from repealed to recon- 
sidered, which 1 complied with. 

In maintaining the seventh article (which was at first objected to on 
the principle that all under the care of government should pay towards 
the support of it) my reasons were that if every distinct part of the 
king's dominions supported its own government in time of peace, it was 
all that could justly be required of it; that all the old or confederated 
colonies had done so from their beginning ; that their taxes for that pur- 
pose were very considerable; that new countries had many public 
expenses which old ones were free from, the works being done to their 
hands by their ancestors, such as making roads and bridges, erecting 
churches, court-houses, forts, quays, and other public butldiugs, found- 
ing schools and places of education, hospitals aud alms-houses, etc.; 
that the voluntary and the legal subscriptions aud taxes for such pur- 
poses, taken together, amounted to more than was paid by equal estates 
iu Britain. That it would be best for Britain, on two accounts, not to 
take money from us as contribution to its public expense iu time of 
peace; first, for that just so much less would be got from us in com- 
merce, since all we could spare was already gained from its by Britain 
iu that way; aud, secondly, that coming into the hands of British min- 
isters, accustomed to prodigality of public money, it would be squan- 
dered aud dissipated, answering no good general purpose. That if we 
were to be taxed towards the support of government iu Britain, as 
Scotland has been since the union, we ought theu to be allowed the 
same privileges in trade as she has been allowed. That if we are called 
upon to give to the sinking fund or the national debt, Ireland ought be 
likewise called upou; aud both they and we, if we gave, ought to have 
some means established of" inquiring into the application, and securing 
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a compliance with the terms on which we should grant. That British 
ministers would perhaps not like oar meddling with such matters; and 
that hence might arise new causes of misunderstanding. That upon 
the whole, therefore, I thought it best on all suits that no aids shall 
be asked or expected from the Colonies in tiroo of peace; that it would 
then be their interest to graut bountifully and exert themselves vigor- 
ously in time of war, the sooner to put an end to it. That specie was 
not to be had to send to England iu supplies, but the Colonies could 
carry ou war with their own paper money, which would pay troops, 
aud for provisions, transports, carriages, clothing, arms, etc. So this 
seventh article was at length agreed to without further objection. 

The eighth the gentlemen were confident would never be granted. For 
the whole world would be of opinion that the king, who is to defend all 
parts of his dominions, should have of course a right to plaee his troops 
where they might best answer that purpose. I supported the article 
upon principles equally important, in my opinion, to Britain as to the 
Colonies; for that if the king could bring into one part of bis dominions 
troops raised in any other part of them, without the consent of the leg- 
islatures of the part to which they were brought, he might bring armies 
raised in America into England without consent of Parliament, which 
probably would not like it, as a few years since they had not liked the 
introduction of the Hessians and Hanoverians, though justified by the 
supposition of its being a time of danger. That if there should be at 
atiy time real occasion for British troops iu America, there was no doubt 
of obtaining the consent of the assemblies there; and I was so far from 
being willing to drop this article that I thought I ought to add another 
requiring all the present troops to be withdrawn, before Amcriua could 
be expected to treat or agree upon any terms of accommodation ; as 
what they should now do of that kind might be deemed the effect of 
compulsion, the appearance of which ough t as much as possible to be 
avoided, since those reasonable things might be agreed to, where the 
parties seemed at least to act freely, which would be strongly refused 
under threats or the semblance of force. That the withdrawing the 
troops was therefore necessary to make any treaty durably biuding on 
the part of the Americans, since proof of having acted under force 
would invalidate any agreement. And it could be no wonder, that 
we should insist on the crown's having no right to bring a standing 
army among us in time of peace, when we saw now before our eyes a 
striking instance of the ill use to he made of it, viz, to distress the 
king's subjects iu different parts of his douiinious, one part after the 
other, into a submission to arbitrary power, which was the avowed de- 
sign of the army and fleet now placed at Boston. Finding me obstinate, 
the gentlemen consented to let this stand, but did not seem quite to 
approve of it. They wished, they said, to have this a paper or plau 
that they might show as containing the sentiments of considerate, im- 
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partial persona, and such as they might as Englishmen support, which 
they thought eouhl not well be the case with tins article. 

The ninth article was so drawn, in compliance with an idea of Dr. 
Fothergill, started at oar first meeting, viz, that government here 
would probably not be satisfied with the promise of voluntary grants 
in time of war from the assemblies, of which the quantity must be un- 
certain; that, therefore, it would be best to proportion them in some 
way to the shillings in tbe pound raised in England; but how such pro- 
portion could be ascertained he was at a loss to contrive. I was desired 
to consider it. It had been said, too, that Parliament was become jeal- 
ous of the right claimed and heretofore used by the crown of raising 
money in the Colonies without parliamentary consent; and, therefore, 
since we woald not pay parliamentary taxes, future requisitions must 
be made with consent of Parliament, aud not otherwise. I wondered 
that the crown should be willing to give up that separate right, but 
had no objection to its limiting itself, if it thought proper; so I drew 
the article accordingly, and contrived to proportion the aid by the tax 
of the last year of peace. And since it was thought that the method 
I should have liked best would never be agreed to, viz, a Continental 
Congress to be called by the crown, for answering requisitions aud pro- 
portioning aids, I chose to leave room for voluntary additions by the 
separate assemblies, that the crown might have some motive for calliug 
them together, and cultivating their good will, and they have some sat- 
isfaction in showing their loyalty and their zeal in the common cause, 
and an opportunity of manifesting their disapprobation of a war, if they 
did not think it a jus I one. This article therefore met with no objec- 
tion from them; aud I bad another reason for liking it, viz, that the 
view of the proportion to be given in time of war, might make us the 
more frugal in time of peace. 

For the teuth article I urged the injustice of seizing that fortress 
(which had been built at an immense charge by the province, for the 
defense of their port against national enemies) and turning it iuto a 
citadel for awing the town, restraining their trade, blocking up their 
port, and depriving them of their privileges. That a great deal had 
been said of their injustice in destroying the tea; but here was a much 
greater injustice uncompensated, that castle having cost the province 
£300,000. Aud that such a use made of a fortress they had built would 
not only effectually discourage every colony from ever building another, 
and thereby leave them more exposed to foreign enemies, but was a 
good reason for their insisting that the crown should never erect any 
hereafter in their limits without the consent of the legislature. The 
gentlemen had not much to say against this article, hut thought it would 
hardly be admitted. 

Tbe eleventh article, it was thought, would be strongly objected to; 
that it would be urged the old colonists could have nothing to do with 
the affairs of Canada, whatever we had with those of the Massachusetts : 
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that it would be considered as an officious meddling merely to disturb 
government; and that some even of the Massachusetts acts were 
thought by administration to be improvements of that government, 
viz, those altering the appointment of counselors, the clioice of jury- 
men, and the forbidding of town meetings. I replied that we having 
assisted in the conquest of Canada, at a great expense of blood and 
treasure, we bad some right to be considered in the settlement of it 
That the establishing an arbitrary government on the back of our set- 
tlements might be dangerous to us all; and that, loving liberty our- 
selves, we wished it to be extended among mankind, and to have no 
foundation for future slavery laid in America. That, as to amending 
the Massachusetts government, though it might be shown that every 
one of these pretended amendments were real mischiefs, yet that char- 
ters being compacts between two parties, the king and the people, no 
alteration could be made in them, even for the better, but by the con- 
sent of both parties. That the Parliament's claim and exercise of 
a power to alter our charters, which had always been deemed inviolable 
bnt for forfeiture, and to alter laws made in pursuance of these char- 
ters, which had received the royal approbation, and thenceforth deemed 
fixed and unchangeable, but by the powers that made them, had 
rendered all our constitutions uncertain, and set us quite afloat. That 
as, by claiming a right to tax us ad libitum, they deprived us of all 
property; so, by this claim of altering our laws and charters at will, 
they deprived us of all privilege and right whatever, but what we 
should hold at their pleasure. That this was a situation we could not 
be in, and must risk life and everything rather than submit to it. So 
this article remained. 

The twelfth article I explained, by acquainting the gentlemen with 
the former situation of the judges in most colonies, viz, that they were 
appointed by the crown and paid by the assemblies. That the appoint- 
ment being during the pleasure of the crown, the salary had been dur- 
ing the pleasure of the assembly. That when it has been urged against 
the assemblies, that their making judges dependent on them for their 
salaries, was aiming at an undue influence over the courts of justice; 
the assemblies usually replied that making them dependent on the 
crown for continuance in their places was also retaining an undue 
influence over those courts; aud that one undue influence was a 
proper balance for the other; but that whenever the crown would 
consent to acts making the judges during good behaviour, the assem- 
blies would at the same time grant their salaries to be permanent 
during their continuance in office. This the crown has, however, 
constantly refused. And this equitable offer is now again here pro- 
posed; the Colonies not beiug able to conceive why their judges 
should not be rendered as independent as those in England. That, on 
the contrary, the crown now claimed to make the judges in the colonies 
dependent on its favor for both place and salary, both to be continued 
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at its pleasure, This the Colonies must oppose as Inequitable, as put- 
ting both the weights into one of the scales of justice. If, therefore, 
the crown does not choose to commission the judges during good be- 
haviour, with equally permanent salaries, the alternative proposed that 
the salaries continue to be paid during the pleasure of the assemblies 
as heretofore. The gentlemen allowed this article to be reasonable. 

The thirteenth was objected to, as nothing was generally thought more 
reasonable here, than that the king should pay his own governor, in 
order to render him independent of the people, who otherwise might 
aim at influencing him against his duty, by occasionally withholding 
bis salary. To this I answered, that governors sent to the colonies 
were often men of no estate or priuciple, who came merely to make 
fortunes, and had no natural regard for the country they were to gov. 
era. That to make them quite independent of the people was to make 
them careless of their conduct, whether it was beneficial or mischievous 
to the public, and giving a loose to their rapacious and oppressive dis- 
positions. That the influence supposed could never extend to operate 
anything prejudicial to the king's service, or the interest of Britain; 
since the governor was bound by a set of particular instructions, 
which be had given surety to observe; and all the laws he assented to 
were subject to be repealed by the crown, if found improper. That 
the payment of the salaries by the people was more satisfactory to 
them, as it was productive of a good understanding and mutual good 
offices between governor and governed, and therefore the innovation 
lately made in thai respect at Boston ami New York had, in my opin- 
ion, better be laid aside. So this article was suffered to remain. 

But the fourteenth was thought totally inadmissible. The monopoly 
of the American commerce could never be given up, and the proposing 
it would only give offense without answering any good purpose. I was 
therefore prevailed on to strike it wholly out. 

The fifteenth was readily agreed to. 

The sixteenth it was thought would be of little consequence if the 
duties were given to the colony treasuries. 

The seventeenth it was thought could hardly be obtaiued, but might 
be tried. 

Tims having gone through the whole, I was desired to make a fair 
copy for Dr. Fothergill, who now informed us, that, having an oppor- 
tunity of seeing daily Lord Dartmouth,* of whose good disposition he 

•William, Earl of Dartmouth, was secretary of state for the colonies from August, 
1772, to November, 1775, when ho became keeper of the privy seal, retaining this post 
until April, 1783, when he was made steward of the household, a post he occupied only 
fUe mouths. He was a man of much worth an/1 great liberality, Dartmouth College 
owing to him a part of its endowment. In politics he ranked among the personal 
followers of George III, to whose arbitrary vvill he bowed. " He has," said Franklin, 
"no will or judgment of his own, being, with disposition for the best measures, easily 
prevailed with to join in ths worst." ( Infra, p, 42.) He was a correspondent of Joseph 
Reed, who earnestly pressed on him the danger, in 1774, of oppressive measures towards 
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had a high opinion, lie would communicate the paper to him, as tbe 
sentiments of considerate persons, who wisbed the welfare of both 
countries. " Suppose," said Mr. Barclay, " I were to show this paper to 
Lord Hyde ; would there be anything amiss in so doing ! He is a very 
knowing man ; and, though not in the ministry, properly speaking, he 
is a good deal attended to by them. I have some acquaintance with 
him ; we converse freely sometimes; and perhaps, if he and I were to 
talk these articles over, and I should communicate to him our conver- 
sation upon them, some good might arise out of it." Dr. Fothergill had 
no objection, and I said I could have none. I knew Lord Hyde a little, 
and had an esteem for him. I had drawn the paper at their request, 
and it was now theirs to do with it what they pleased. Mr. Barclay 
then proposed that I should send the fair copy to him, which, after 
making one for Doctor Fothergill and one for himself, he would return 
to me. Another question then arose, whether I had any objection to 
their mentioning that I had been consulted. I said, none that related 
to myself; but it was my opinion, if they wished any attention paid to 
the propositions, it would be better not to mention me; the ministry 
having, as I conceived, a prejudice against me, and everything that 
came from me. They said on that consideration it might be best not 
to mention me ; and so it was concluded. For my own part, I kept this 
whole proceeding a profound secret; but I soon after discovered, that 
it had taken air by some means or other. 

Being much interrupted the day following, I did not copy and send 
the paper. The next morning I received a note* from Mr. Barclay, 
pressing to have it before 12 o'clock. I accordingly sent it to him. 
Three days after, I received tbe following note from him : 

D. Barclay presents his respects, and. acquaints Dr. Franklin that, being in- 
formed a pamphlet entitled "A Friendly Address" has been dispersed to the disad- 
vantage of America (in particular by the dean of Norwich), he desires Doctor F. will 

America. Richardson said of him that he might, had be not been a Methodist, have 
aat for Sir Charles Grandison, and Cowper spoko of him as the peer not too proud to 
pray, (3 Cunningham's Walpole, 282.) But Dartmouth's very moral worth increased 
the mischief wrought by hia master's policy, as it led a powerful religious element 
in England to espouse, for a while, the king's policy. He was the only member of 
the cabinet, according to Hutchinson, who cordially supported North's plan of con- 
ciliation in 17*8. 

Lord Dartmouth, when Heury Legge, was sent, in 1748, as minister to Berlin. 
"Nobody," says Horace Walpole, "has better parts ; and if art and industry can 
obtain success, I know no one would use more." In a note is given a quotation from 
the Duke of Newcastle, who speaks of Legge as having " capacity, integrity, quality, 
rank, and address." (Walpole to Maun, January 2b, 1748 ; 2 Cunningham's Walpole, 
102.) He became second. Earl of Dartmouth in 1754. 

In the American department he was succeeded by Lord George Germaiue. His 
relatious to Hutchinson have beeu already noticed, (Introduction, $ 28.) 

* D. Barclay presents his respects to Dr, Frauklio, and requests to receive the paper 
to day by 12 o'clock, if he can furnish it with convonieucy; otherwise as soon after 
as best suits him. 

Cheapside, Bee. 8. 



26 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



peruse the inclosed, just come to hand from America; and, if he approves of it, re. 
publish it, as D. li. wishes something might be properly spread al Nprwi^ ■ ' * 
saw to day a person, with whom he had been yesterday (before he called oil Dr. l.\ 
and had the satisfaction of walklug part of the way with him to another uoble per- 
son's house, to meet on the business, and he toVl him, that he could say, that he saw 
some light. 
" Chhapslde, MM instant." 

The person so met and accompanied by Mr. Barclay, I understood to 
be Lord Hyde, going either to Lord Dartmouth's or Lord North's; I 
knew not which. 

In the following week arrived the proceedings of the Congress, which 
had been long and anxiously expected, both by the friends and adver- 
saries of America. 

The petition of Congress to the king was inclosed to me, and accom- 
panied by the following letter from their president, addressed to the 
American agents in Loudon : 

To Paul Wentworih,* Esquire, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, William Bollair, Esquire, Dr. 
Arthur Lee,t Thomas Life, Esquire, Edmund Burke, t Esquire, Charles Garth, Esquire. : 

Philadelphia, October 26, 1774. 

Gentlemen: We give yon the strongest proof of our reliance on your zeal and 
attachment to the happiness of America and the cause of liberty, when we commit 
the inclosed papers to your care. 

We desire you will deliver the petition into the hands of his majesty; and, after 
it has been presented, we wish it may be made public through the press, together 
with the list of grievances. And as we hope for great assistance from the spirit. 



* See Introduction, $ 208. 

tSee Introduction, 136 ff; index, title Arthur Lee. 

J Splendid as was the eloquence with which Burke vindicated American rights, he 
had very little to do with Americans personally. His position with regard to the 
Revolution was peculiar. With revolution ists, as such, he had no sympathy. "Con- 
stitution makers," the framers of new schemes of government, and radical innovators, 
he detested. On the other hand, be was an uncompromising vindicator of the doctrine 
that laws which interfere with the conscience and the proper poliey of a country aio 
wrongful. No law is truly such, so he used to say- — L e., no law is truly beneficial— 
which is not declaratory ; which, mother words, does not codify a statuuf things already 
existing as a right. The English Colonies in America, so he argued, were peopled hy 
Englishmen, accustomed to tho liberties Englishmen enjoyed, and entitled as such to 
govern themselves in all matters not involved in foreign affairs. This position he 
maintained with an ability which for lustrous power has never been surpassed. As 
early as 1757 he published, anonymously, "An account of the European settlements 
in America," in two volumes, in which he showed a full mastery of the political aud 
economical conditions of the Colonies as they then were. He was then twenty-seven 
years of age, depending mainly on literature for employment and support; aud two 
years later he became the historical editor of Dodsley's Annual Register, in which 
from year to year he gave expositions of great value of English politics, devoting 
a large space to American affairs. In 1765 he was appointed private secretary to 
Roekiugbam, then prime minister, and in January, 17I1G, he was elected to Parlia- 
ment, where his genius soon attracted admiration. In the debates on the American 
stamp act he virtually led the ministerial ranks, and his speeches on America which 
he then and afterwards delivered have no superiors in any reported speeches ancient 
or modern. When the Rockingham ministry went out in July, 17(i[i, lie took his place 
in the ranks of the opposition, :md declined office when tendered to him by Chatham 
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virtue and justice of the nation, it is our earnest desire, that the most effectual care 
be taken, as early as possible, to furnish the trading cities and manufacturing towns 
throughout the United Kingdom with cmr memorial to the people of Great Britain. 

We doubt not hut that your good sense and discernment will lead you to avail your- 
selves of every assistance that may he derived from the advice aud friendship of all 
great and good men who may incline to aid the cause of liberty and mankind. 

The gratitude of America, expressed in the inclosed vote of thanks, we desire may 
he conveyed to the deserving objects of it, iu the manner that yon think will be most 
acct; table to them. 

It is proposed that another Congress be held on the 10th of May next at this place ; 
but in the mean time we beg the favor of yon. gentlemen, to transmit to the speak- 
ers of the several assemblies the earliest information of the most authentic accounts 
you can collect of all such conduct and designs of ministry or Parliament as it may 
concern America to know. 

We are, wilh unfeigned esteem and regard, gentlemen, etc. 

By order of the Congress, 

Henry Middleton, 

Presidex t. 

The first impression made by the proceedings of the American Con- 
gress, on people in general, was greatly in our favor. Administration 
seemed to be staggered, were impatient to know whether the petition 
mentioned in the proceedings was come to my hands, and took a rounda- 
bout method of obtaining that in formation, by getting a ministerial 
merchant, a known intimate of the solicitor-general, to write me a let- 
ter importing that he heard I had received such a petition, that I was 
to be attended in presenting it by the merchants, and begging to know 

and Grafton, hi 1768 he was again returned to Parliament, publishing at this period 
of his history several political pamphlets. In November, 1772, he accepted the En- 
glish agency of the province of New York, and from that time until the peace, was 
untiring in his devotion to the American cause, taking however tho distinctive policy 
in this respect of the Rockingham whigs, already noticed. (Supra, 31.) This 
policy, it will be recollected, consisted of an absolute recognition of the independence 
of the United States, according to their provincial boundaries, without any provision 
for commercial union. He resigned, with Fox, on Rockingham's death, and ho united 
■with Fox in denouncing the prolimiuary peace articlesof 1782, as giving to the United 
States excessive privileges. Of Burke's subsequent course with regard to the French 
revolution it is not necessary here to speak. With gorgeous eloquence he denounced 
the French revolution because it assailed, as he held, all that was good in the past, 
while with the same eloquence ho uphold tho American revolution because it was a 
development of snch good. The French revolution, he held, iusulted and uprooted 
every sacred existing institution; the American revolution was a vindication and 
strengthening of such institutions. But with revolutionists personally it was not 
natural for Burke to have much sympathy, however much, when the revolution they 
were engaged in was a development of right national forces, he might approve of their 
work. He took an interest, it is true, in the case of Henry Laurens when the latter 
was iu the Tower, hut he does not appear to have had any intimacy with any Ameri- 
can except Franklin, aud of Fiaukliu he does not seem to have seen much. For 
those Americans, such as Arthur and William Lee, and Sayre, who were associated 
with Wilkes, Burke probably had that dislike which he felt so strongly for Wilkes 
himself. For to Burke, devout, conscientious, and retiued, as well as statesmanlike 
in the highest sense, nothing could have been more repugnant than Wilkes' political 
aud social profligacy. 
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tbe time, that he might attend " on so important an occasion, and give 
his testimony to so good a work." Before these proceedings arrived, it 
had been given out that no petition from the Congress could be received, 
as they were an illegal body ; but the secretary of state, after a day's 
perusal (during which a council was held), told us it was a decent and 
proper petition, and cheerfully undertook to present it to his majesty, 
who, he afterwards assured us, was pleased to receive it very graciously, 
and to promise to lay it, as soon as they mot, before his two houses of 
Parliament; and we had reason to believe, that, at that time, the peti- 
tion was intended to be made the foundation of some change of meas- 
ures j but that purpose, if such there were, did not long continue. 

About this time I received a letter from Mr. Barclay, then at Nor- 
wich, dated December 18, expressing his opinion that it might be best 
to postpone taking any further steps in the affair of procuring a meet- 
ing and petition of the merchants (ou which we had had several consul- 
tations) till after the holidays, thereby to give the proceedings of Con- 
gress more time to work upon men's minds; adding, "I likewise 
consider that our superiors will have some little time for reflection, atld 
perhaps may contemplate on the propriety of the 'hints' Is their pos- 
session. By a few lines I have received from Lord Hyde, he intimates 
his hearty wish that they may be productive of what may be practica- 
le and advantageous for the mother country and the Colonies." 

On tbe 22d Mr. Barclay was come to town, when I dined with him, 
and learnt that Lord Hyde thought the propositions too hard. 

Ou the 24th I received the following note from a considerable mer- 
chant in the city, viz: 

Mr. William Neate presents Mb most respectful compliments to Dr. Franklin, and 
.as ;i report prevailed yesterday evening that all the disputes between Great Britain 
and the American Colonies were, through his application and influence with Lord 
North, amicably settled, conformable to the wish and desire of toe late Congress, W. 
N. desires the favor of Dr. Franklin to inform hiui by a line, per the bearer, whether 
there is any credit to be given to the report. 

St. IUry Hill, 24th December, 1774. 

My answer was to this effect; that I should be very happy to be able 
to inform him that the report he had heard had some truth in it ; bnt 
I could only assure him, that I knew nothing of the matter. Such re- 
ports, however, were confidently circulated and had some effect in 
recovering the stocks which had fallen 3 or 4 per cent. 

On Christmas Day, visiting Mrs. Howe, she told me as soon as I 
came in, that her brother, Lord Howe, wished to be acquainted with 
me; that he was a very good man and she was sure we should like 
each other. I said I had always heard a good character of Lord Howe, 
and should be proud of the honor of being known to him. " He is but 
just by,!' said she; " will you give me leave to send for him I" " By 
all means, madam, if you think proper." She rang for a servant, wrote 
a note, and Lord Howe came in a few minutes. 

After some extremely polite compliments, as to the general motives 
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for his desiring an acquaintance with me, he said he had a particular 
one at this time, which was the alarming situation of our affairs with 
America, which uo one, he was persuaded, understood better than myself; 
that it was the opinion of some friends of his that no man could do more 
towards reconciling our differences than I could if I would undertake 
it; that he was sensible 1 had been very ill treated by the ministry, 
but he hoped that would not be considered by ine in the present case; 
that he himself, though not in opposition, had much disapproved of 
their conduct towards me ; that some of them he was sure were ashamed 
of it and sorry it had happened; which he supposed must be sufficient to 
abate resentment in a great and generous mind ; that, if he were him- 
self in administration, he should be ready to make me ample satisfac- 
tion which, he was persuaded, would one day or other be done; that 
he was unconnected with the ministry except by some personal friend- 
ships, wished well however to government, was anxious for tbe general 
welfare of the whole empire, and had a particular regard for New Eng- 
land which had shown a very endearing respect to his family ; that he 
was merely an independent member of Parliament, desirous of doing 
what good he could, agreeably to his duty in that station ; that he ther e- 
fore had wished for an opportunity of obtaining my sentiments on the 
means of reconciling our differences, which he saw must be attended 
with the most mischievous consequences if not speedily accommodated ; 
that he hoped his zeal for the public welfare would, with me, excuse the 
impertinence of a mere stranger who could have otherwise no reason to 
expect or right to request me to opeu my mind to him on these topics ; 
but he did conceive that if I would indulge him with my ideas of the 
means proper to bring about a reconciliation, it might be of some use ; 
that perhaps I might not be willing myself to have any direct communi- 
cation with the ministry on this occasion ; that I might likewise not care 
to have it known that I had any indirect communioatiou with them, till 
I could be well assured of their good dispositions; that being himself 
upon no ill terms with them he thought it not impossible that he might, 
by conveying my sentiments to them and theirs to me, be a means of 
bringing on a good understanding, without committing either them or 
me, if his negotiation should not succeed ; and that I might rely ou his 
keeping perfectly secret everything I should wish to remain so. 

Mrs. Howe here offering to withdraw, whether of herself or from any 
sign by him 1 know not, I begged she might stay as I should have no 
secret in a business of this nature that I could not freely eon tide to her 
prudence ; which was truth; for I had never conceived a higher opinion 
of the discretion and excellent understanding of any woman on so short 
an acquaintance. I added that though I bad never before the honor 
of being in his lordship's company his manner was such as had already 
engaged my con lid en ce, and would make me perfectly easy and free in 
communicating myself to him. 

I begged him, in the first place, to give me credit for a sincere desire 
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of healing the breach between the two countries ; that I would cheer- 
fully ami heartily do every thing iu my small power to accomplish it; 
but that 1 apprehended from the king's speech and from the measures 
talked of, as well as those already determined on, no intention or dispo- 
sition of the kind existed in the present ministry, and therefore no 
accommodation could be expected till we saw a change. That as to 
what his lordship mentioned of the personal Injuries doue me, those done 
my country were so much greater that 1 did not think the other, at this 
time, worth mentioning; that, besides, it was a fixed rule with me not 
to mix my private affairs with those of the public; that 1 could join 
with my personal enemy iu serving the public, or when it was for its 
interest, with the public in serving that enemy ; these being my senti- 
meuts, his lordship might be assured that no private considerations of 
the kind should prevent my being as useful in the present case as my 
small ability would permit. 

lie appeared satisfied and pleased with these deel a rations, and gave 
it me as his sincere opinion, that some of the ministry were extremely 
well disposed to any reasonable accommodation, preserving only the 
dignity of government; aud he wished me to draw up in writing some 
propositions containing the terms on which I conceived a good under- 
standing might be obtained and established and the mode of proceed- 
ing to accomplish it ; which propositions as soon as prepared we might 
meet to consider, either at his house or at miuo, or where I pleased ; 
but as his being seen at my house or me at his, might, bethought, occa- 
sion some speculation, it was concluded to be best to meet at his sister's, 
who readily offered her house for the purpose, and where there was 
a good pretense with her family and friends for my being often seen, as 
it was known we played together at chess. I undertook accordingly to 
draw up somethiug of the kind ; and so for that time we parted agree- 
ing to meet at the same place again on the Wednesday following. 

I dined about this time by invitation with Governor Powuall* There 

" Tlioinas Pownall was born iu Lincoln iu England, in 1733. Welt educated, with 
considerable literary ability, and with strong family connections, ho took passage iu 
1753 for America, influenced in part by enthusiasm for the new world, iu part by 
political ambition. In 1757 bo was appointed governor of Massachusetts Bay. Here, 
however, he found himself troubled by the difficulty of accommodating himself to the 
so mi- ecclesiastical popular system on the oue side, aud to the arbitrary expectations 
of The crown on the other. In 1760 he was transferred to Now Jersey and, shortly 
afterwards was nominated as governor of South Carolina. In 1762, however, an 
offer of the comptroller-generalship of government expenditures in Germany brought 
him hack to England. Elected a member of Parliament he distinguished himself by 
resolute opposition to the administration iu all measures adverse to colonial iuter- 
ests. He contributed also through the press to the defense of thoso interests, pub- 
li-shiug in 1776 a " Description of the Middle States of America," and in 1781 "A 
memorial to the sovereigns of Europe on the state of affairs between the old world 
and the new." His opposition to the administration, howuver, was that of indiffer- 
ence; ho did not ally himself with the whig opposition, nor did he keep tip, as did 
some of that opposition, any confidential intercourse with the American revolutionary 
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was uo company but the family ; and after dinner we had a tete a-tcte. 
He had been if i the opposition ; but was now about making his peace, 
iu order to come into Parliament upon ministerial interest, which I did 
not then know, lie told me, what I had before been told by several 
of Lord North's friends, that the American measures were not the 
measures of tbat minister, nor approved by him ; that, on the contrary, 
he was well disposed to promote a reconciliation upon any terms honor- 
able to government; that I had been looked upon as the great fomenter 
of the opposition in America and as a great adversary to any accommo- 
dation; that he, Governor P. had given a different account of me and 
had told bis lordship tbat I was certainly much misunderstood. From 
the governor's further discourse I collected that he wished to be em- 
ployed as an envoy or commissioner to America, to settle the differences, 
and to have me with him ; but, as I apprehended there was little likeli- 
hood that either of us would be so employed by government, I did not 
give much attention to that part of his discourse. 

I should have mentioned in its place (but one can not recollect every- 
thing in order) that, declining at first to draw up the propositions 
desired by Lord Howe, I alleged it being unnecessary, since the Con- 
gress in their petition to the king, just then received and presented 
through Lord Dartmouth, had stated their grievances, and pointed out 
very explicitly what would restore the ancient harmony, and I read a 
part of the petition to show their good dispositions, which, being very 
pathetically expressed, seemed to affect both the brother and sister. 
But still I was desired to give my ideas of the steps to be taken iu case 
some of the propositions iu the petition should not be thought admis- 
sible. And this, as I said before, I undertook to do, 

I bad promised Lord Chatham to communicate to him the first 
important news I should receive from America, I therefore sent him 
the proceedings of the Congress as soon as I received them ; but a 
whole week passed after I received the petition before I could, as I 
wished to do, wait upon him with it, in order to obtain his sentiments 
on the whole; for my time was takeu np iu meetings with the other 
agents to consult about presenting the petition, in waiting three differ- 
ent days with them on Lord Dartmouth, in consulting upon and writing 
letters to the speakers of assemblies, and other business, which did 
not allow me a day to go to Hayes, 

At last, on Monday, the 26th, I got out, and was there about I o'clock. 
He received me with an affectionate kind of respect, that from so great 
a man was extremely engaging, but the opinion he expressed of the 
Congress was still more so. They had acted, he said, with so much 
temper, moderation, and wisdom, that he thought it the most honorable 

leaders. In 1780 lie withdrew from Parliament and lived iu retirement until his 
death at Bath iu 1805. This period of leisure he devoted in part to antiquarian inves- 
tigations and to study of political economy, on both of which topics he published 
essays. 
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assembly of statesmen since those of the aucieut Greeks and Romans 
in the most virtuous times. That there were not in their whole pro. 
ceedings above one or two things be could have wished otherwise; 
perhaps but one, and that was their assertion that the keeping up a 
standing army in the Colonies in time of peace, without consent of 
their legislatures, was against law. He doubted that was not well 
founded, aud that the law alluded to did not extend to the Colonies. 
The rest be admired aud houored. He thought the petition decent, 
manly, and properly expressed. He iuquired much aud particularly 
concerning the state of America, the probability of their perseverance, 
the difficulties they must meet with iu adheriug for any long time to 
their resolutions, the resources they might have to supply the defi- 
ciency of commerce; to ail which I gave him answers with which he 
seemed well satisfied. He expressed a great regard aud warm affec- 
tion for that country, with hearty wishes for their prosperity, and that 
government here might soon come to see its mistakes aud rectify them, 
and intimated that possibly he might, if his health permitted, prepare 
something for its consideration, when the Parliament should meet after 
the holidays, on which he should wish to have previously my senti- 
ments. 

I mentioned to him the very hazardous state I conceived we were in, 
by the continuance of the army in Boston ; that, whatever disposition 
there might be in the inhabitants to give no just cause of offense to the 
troops, or in the general to preserve order among them, an unpremedi- 
tated, unforeseen quarrel might happen between perhaps a drunken 
porter and a soldier, that might bring on a riot, tumult, and bloodshed, 
and in its consequences produce a breach impossible to be healed; that 
the army could not possibly answer any good purpose there, and might 
be infinitely mischievous; that no accommodation coidd properly be 
proposed and entered iuto by the Americans, while the bayonet was at 
their breasts; that, to have any agreement binding, all force should be 
withdrawn. His lordship seemed to thiuk these sentiments had some- 
thing in them that was reasonable. 

From Hayes 1 weut to Halsted, Mr. Sargent's place, to dine, intend- 
ing thence a visit to Lord Stanhope, at Cbeveuiug, hut hearing that 
his lordship and the family were in town, I stayed at Halsted all night, 
and the next morning went to Chisiehurst to call upon Lord Camden, 
it being in my way to town, I met his lordship and family iu two car- 
riages just without his gate, goiug on a visit of congratulation to Lord 
Chatham aud his lady, on the late marriage of their daughter to Lord 
Mahou, sou of Lord Stanhope. They were to be back at dinner, so I 
agreed to go in, stay dinner, and spend the evening there, and not 
return to town till next morning. We had that afternoon and evening 
a great deal of conversation on American affairs, concerning which he 
was very inquisitive, and I gave him the best information in my power. 
I was charmed with his generous and noble sentiments, and had the 
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great pleasure of hearing liis full approbation of the proceedings of the 
Congress, the petition, etc., of which, at his request, I afterwards sent 
him a copy. He seemed anxious that the Americans should continue 
to act with the same temper, coolness, and wisdom, with which they had 
hitherto proceeded in most of their public assemblies, in which case he 
did not doubt they would succeed iu establishing their rights, and 
obtain a solid and durable agreement with the mother country, of the 
necessity and great importance of which agreement, he seemed to have 
the strongest impressions, 

I returned to town the next morning in time to meet at the hour 
appointed by Lord Howe. I apologized for my not being ready with 
the paper I bad promised, by my having been kept longer than I 
intended in the country. We had, however, a good deal of conversa- 
tion on the subject, and his lordship told me he could now assure me, 
of a certainty, that there was a sincere disposition in Lord North and 
Lord Dartmouth to accommodate the differences with America, and to 
listen favorably to any proposition that might have a probable ten- 
dency to answer that salutary purpose. He then asked me what I 
thought of sending some person or persons over, commissioned to 
inquire into the grievances of America upon the spot, couverse with 
the leading people, and endeavor with them to agree upon some meaus 
of composing our differences. 1 said, that a person of rank and dignity,' 
who had a character of candor, integrity, and wisdom, might possibly, 
if employed in that service, be of great use. 

He seemed to be of the same opinion, and that whoever was employed 
should go with a hearty desire of promoting a sincere reconciliation, ou 
the foundation of mutual interests and mutual good will ; that he should 
endeavor, not only to remove their prejudices against government, but 
equally the prejudices of government against them, and bring on a 
perfect good understanding, etc. Mrs. Howe said, "I wish, brother, 
you were to be sent thither on such a service; I should like that much 
better than General Howe's going to command the army there." " I 
think, madam," said I, "they ought to provide for General Howe some 
more honorable employment." Lord Howe here took out of his pocket 
a paper, and offering it to me, said, smiling, "If it is not an unfair 
question, may I ask whether you know anything of this paper V Upon 
looking at it, I saw it was a copy, in David Barclay's hand, of the 
"hints" before recited, and said that I had seen it, adding, a little 
after, that, since I perceived his lordship was acquainted with a trans- 
action, my concern in which 1 had understood was to have been kept 
a secret, I should make no difficulty iu owning to him, that I had been 
consulted on the subject, and had drawn up that paper. He said he 
was rather sorry to find that the sentiments expressed in it were mine, 
as it gave him less hopes of promoting, by my assistance, the wished- 
for reconciliation, since he had reason to think there was no likelihood 
of the admission of those propositions. He hoped, however, that I 
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would reconsider the subject and form some plan that would be accept- 
able bere. He expatiated on the infinite service it would be to the 
nation, and the great merit in being instrumental in so good a work; 
that he should not think of iutluencing me by any selfish motive, but 
certainly I might with reason expect any reward in the po wer of govern- 
ment to bestow. 

This to me was what the French vulgarly call spitting hi the soup. 
However, I promised to draw some sketch of a plan, at his request, 
though 1 much doubted, I said, whether it would be thought preferable 
to that he bad io his hand. But he was willing to hope that it would; 
and, as ho considered my situation, that I had friends here and con- 
stituents in America to keep well with, that I might possibly propose 
something improper to be seen iu my handwriting; therefore, it would 
be better to send it to Mrs. Howe, who would copy it, send the copy to 
him to be communicated to the ministry, and return me the original. 
This I agreed to, though 1 did not apprehend the inconvenience he 
mentioned. Iu general, I liked much his manner, and found myself 
disposed to place great confidence iu him on occasion; but in this par- 
ticular the secrecy he proposed seemed not of much importance. 

In a day or two, I sent the following paper, inclosed in a cover, directed 
to the honorable Mrs. Howe: 

It is supposed to be tbe wish ou both sides, not merely to put a stop to the mischief 
at present threatening the general welfare, hut to cetueut ncordial union, and remove, 
not only every real grievance, but every cause of jealousy and suspicion. 

With this view, tbe first thing necessary is, to know what is, by the different par- 
ties in the dispute, thought essentially necessary for tbe obtaining such a union. 

The American Congress, iu their petition to the king, have been explicit, declaring 
that by a repeal of tbe oppressive acta therein complained of " the harmony between 
Great Britain and the Colonics, so necessary to the happiness of loth, and so ardently 
desired of them, will, with the usual intercourse, he immediately restored." 

If it has been thought reasonable here, to expect that, previous to an alteration of 
measures, the Colonies should make some declaration respecting their future conduct, 
they have also done that, by adding, "That, when the causes of their apprehensions are 
removed, their future conduit will prove them not unworthy nf the regard they have been 
accustomed in their happier days to enjoy," 

For their sincerity in these declarations they solemnly call to witness tbe Searcher 
of all hearts. 

If Britain can have any reliance on these declarations (and perhaps none to ba 
extorted by force can be more relied ou than these, which are thus freely made), she 
may, without hazard to herself, try the expedient proposed, since if it fails she has it 
iu her power at any time to resume her present measures. 

It is then proposed : That Britain should show some confidence in these declarations 
by repealing all the laws or parts of laws that are requested 'to be repealed in the 
petition of (he Congress to the king. 

And that, at the same time, orders should be given to withdraw the fleet from Bos- 
ton, sod remove all the troops to Quebec, or the Plorilas, that the Colonies may be 
left at perfect liberty in their future stipulations. 

That this may, for the honor of Britain, appear not the effect of any apprehension 
from the measures entered into and recommended to tbe people by the Congress, bat 
from good will and acaangeof disposition towards the Colonies, with a sincere desire 
of reconciliation ; let some of their other grievances, which in their petition they 
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have left to the magnanimity am! .justice of the king and Parliament, be at the same 
time removed, such as those relating to the payment of governors' and judges' salaries, 
and the instructions for dissolving assemblies, etc., with the declarations concerning 
the statnte of Henry the Eighth. 

And to give the Colonies an immediate opportunity of demonstrating the reality of 
their professions, let their proposed ensuing Congress he authorized by government 
(as was that held at Albany in 1754 J, and a person of weight aud dignity of charac- 
ter appointed to preside at it on behalf of the crown. 

And then let requisition be made to the Congress, of such points as government 
wishes to obtain for its future security, for aids, for the advantage of general com- 
merce, for reparation to the India Company, etc. 

A generous confidence thus placed in the Colonies will give ground to the friends 
of government there, in their endeavors to procure from America every reasonable 
concession, or engagement, and every substantial aid that can fairly bo desired. 

Ou the Saturday evening, I saw Mrs. Howe, who informed me she 
had transcribed and sent the paper to Lord Howe in the country, and 
she returned me the original. On the following Tuesday, January 3, 1 
received a note from her (inclosing a letter she had received from Lord 
Howe the last night), as follows: 

• v 

Mrs. Howe's compliments to Dr. Franklin ; she incloses him a letter she recei ved 
last night, and returns hiin many thanks for bis very obliging present," which has 
already given her great entertainment. If the doctor has any spare time for chess, 
she will be exceedingly glad to see him any morning this week, and as often as will 
be agreeable to him, and rejoices in having so good an excuse for asking the favor of 
his company. 

Tubsday. 

To the honorable Mrs. Howe, 

Grafton street ; 

Porter's Lodge, January 2d, 1775. 

I have received your packet; aud it is with much concern that I collect, from sen- 
timents of such authority as those of our worthy friend, that the desired accommoda- 
tion threatens to be attended with much greater difficulty than I had flattered myself, 
in the progress of our intercourse, there would be reason to apprehend. 

I shall forward the propositions as intended, not desirous of trespassing further on 
our friend's indulgence; but retaining sentiments of regard, which his candid and 
obliging attention to my troublesome inquiries will render ever permanent in the 
memory of your affectionate, etc. 

Howe. 

I ought to make excuses likewise to you. 

His lordship had, in his last conversation with me, acknowledged a 
communication between hint and the ministry, to whom he wished to 
make my sentiments known. In this letter from the country he owns 
the receipt of them, and mentions his iuteutiou of forwarding them — 
that is, as I understood it, to the ministers; but expresses his appre- 
hensions that such propositions were not likely to produce any good 
effect. Some time after, perhaps a week, I received a note from Mrs. 
Howe, desiring to see me. I watted upon Iter immediately, when she 
showed me a letter from her brother, of which, having no copy, I can 
only give from the best of my recollection the purport of it, which I 
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tliink was this : that he desired to know from their friend, meaning me, 
tb rough her meaus, whether it might not be expected that if that 
friend would engage for their payment of the tea as a preliminary, re- 
lying on a promised redress of their grievances on future petitions from 
their assembly, they would approve of his making such engagement; 
and whether the proposition in the former paper (the " hints ") relat- 
ing to aids, was still in contemplation of the author. As Mrs. Howe 
proposed sending to her brother that evening, I wrote immediately the 
following answer, which she transcribed and forwarded: 

The proposition in the former papor relating to aids is still in contemplation of 
the author, and, as ho thinks, is included in the last article of the present paper. 

The people of America, conceiving that Parliament has no right to tax tlicm, and 
that therefore all that has been extorted from them by the operation of tlse duty acts, 
with the assistance of an armed force, preceding the destruction of the tea, is so much 
injury, which ought in order of time to be first repaired, before a demand on the teji 
account can be justly made of the in, are not, he thinks, likely to approve of the 
measure proposed, and pay in the Jirst place the value demanded, ospecially as twenty 
times as lunch injury has since been done them by blocking up their port ; and their 
castle also, seized before by the crown, has not been restored, nor any satisfaction 
offered them for the same. 

At the meeting of Parliament after the holidays, which was on the 
19th of January, 1775, Lord Howe returned to town, when we had an- 
other meeting, at which he lamented that my propositions were not 
such as probably could he accepted ; iutimated, that it was thought I 
had powers or instructions from the Congress to make concessions on 
occasion, that would be more satisfactory. I disclaimed the having 
any of any kind but what related to the presenting of their petition. 
We talked overall the particulars in my paper, which 1 supported with 
reasons; and finally said, that if what I had proposed would not do, I 
should be glad to hear what would do; I wished to see some proposi- 
tions from the ministers themselves. His lordship was not, he said, as 
yet fully acquainted with their sentiments, but should learn more ia a 
few days. It was, however, some weeks before I heard anything fur- 
ther from him. 

In the meanwhile, Mr. Barclay and I were frequently together on the 
affair of preparing the merchants' petition, which took up so much of 
his ti me that he could not conveniently see Lord Hyde ; so he had no 
information to give me concerning the " hints," and I wondered I heard 
nothing of them from Dr. Fothergill. At length, however, but X can 
not recollect about what time the doctor called on me and told ine he 
had communicated them, and with them had verbally given my argu- 
ments in support of them, to Lord Dartmouth, who, after consideration, 
had told him some of them appeared reasonable, but others were inad- 
missible or impracticable. That having occasion to see frequently the 
speaker, he had also communicated them to him, as he found him very 
anxious for a reconciliation. That the speaker had said it would be very 
humiliating to Britain to be obliged to submit to such terms ; but the 
doctor told him she had beeu unjust, and ought to bear the conse- 
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qnences, and alter her conduct; that the pill might he bitter, but it 
would be salutary, and must be swallowed. That these were the senti- 
ments of impartial men, after thorough consideration and foil inforuia- 
tiou of all circumstances j and that sooner or later these or similar 
measures must be followed, or the empire would he divided and ruined. 
The doctor, ou the whole, hoped some good would be effected by our 
endeavors. 

On the 19th of January, I received a card from Lord Stanhope, ac- 
quainting ine that Lord Chatham, having a motion to make ou the 
morrow in the House of Lords concerning America, greatly desired 
that I might be in the House, into which Lord Stanhope would endeavor 
to procure me admittance. At this time it was a rule of the house 
that no person could introduce more than one friend. The next morn- 
ing his lordship let me know by another card that if I attended at 2 
o'clock iu the lobby, Lord Chatham would be there, about that time, and 
would himself introduce me. I attended, and met him there accord- 
ingly. On my mentioning to him what Lord Stanhope had written to 
me, he said, " Certainly ; and I shall do it with the more pleasure, as I 
am sure your being present at this day's debate will be of more service 
to America than mine; " and so taking me by the arm was leading me 
along the passage to the door that enters near the throne, when one of 
the door-keepers followed, and acquainted him that by the order, none 
were to be carried in at that door but the eldest sous or brothers of 
peers; on which he limped back with me to the door near the bar, 
where were standing a number of gentlemen waiting for the peers who 
were to introduce them, and some peers waiting for friends they ex- 
pected to introduce ; among whom he delivered me to the door-keepers, 
saying aloud, " This is Dr. Franklin, whom I would have admitted into 
tho house," when they readily opened the door for me accordingly. 

As it had not been publicly known that there was any communica- 
tion between his lordship and me, this 1 found occasioned some specula- 
tion. His appearance iu the house, I observed, caused a kind of bustle 
among the officers, who were hurried iu sending messengers for mem- 
bers, I suppose those in connection with the ministry, something of 
importance being expected when that great man appears ; it being but 
seUlom that his infirmities permit his attendance. I had great satis- 
faction in hearing his motion and the debate upon it, which I shall not 
attempt to give here an account of, as you may find a better in the 
papers of the time. It was his motion for withdrawing the troops 
from Boston as the first step towards an accommodation. 

The day following, I received a note from Lord Utanhope expressing 
that, "at the desire of Lord Chatham, was sent me inclosed the motion 
he made in the House of Lords, that I might be possessed of it in the 
most authentic manner, by the communication of the individual paper, 
which was read to the house by the mover himself." I sent copies of 
this motion to America, and was the more pleased with it, as I eon- 
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eeived it had partly taken its rise from a hint I had given his lordship 
in a former conversion. It follows in these words : 

LORD CHATHAM'S MGTIOX. JANUARY 3t>. 1"«V. 

That an bumble address be presented to bis majesty, most humbly to ad rise and 
beseech his majesty, that, in order tuopen the way rewards a happy settlement of the 
dangerous troubles iu America by beginning to allay ferments and soften aninio?!;.- . 
there, and above all, for preventing iu the mean time any Bodtlen and fatal catas- 
trophe at Boston, now suffering under the daily irritation of an army before then- 
eyes, posted in their town; it may graciously please his majesty that immediate 
orders may be dispatched to General Gage for removing his majesty's forces from the 
town of Boston, as soon as the rigor of the season and other circumstances, indispens- 
able to ike safety and accommodation of the said troops, may render the same prac- 
ticable. 

I was quite charmed with Lord Chatham's speech in support of his 
motion. He impressed me with the highest idea of him as a great and 
most able statesman.* Lord Camden , anotner wonderfully good speaker 
aud close reason er, joined him in the same argument, as did several 
other lords, who spoke excellently well, but all availed no more than 
the whistUug of the winds. The motion was rejected. Sixteen Scotch 
peers, and twenty-fonr bishops, with aU the lords in possession or 
expectation of places, when they vote together unanimously, as they 
generally do for ministerial measures, make a dead majority, that ren- 
ders all debating ridiculous in itself, since it can answer no end. Full 
of the high esteem I had imbibed for Lord Chatham, I wrote back to 
Lord Stanhope the following note, viz: 

Dr. Franklin presents his best respects to Lord Stanhope, with many thanks to his 
lordship and Lord Chatham for the communication of so authentic a copy of the 
motion. Dr. F. is filled with admiration of that truly great man. He has Seen, in 
the course of life, sometimes eloquence without wisdom, and often wisdom without 
eloquence ; in the present instance he sees both united, and both, as he thinks, in the 
highest degree possible. 

Craves Stkket. January 23d, 1775. 

As in the course of the debate some lords iu the administration had 
observed that it was common and easy to censure their measures, bat 
those who did so proposed nothing better, Lord Chatham mentioned 
that he should not he one of those idle censurers; that he had thought 
long and closely upon the subject, and proposed soon to lay before 
their lordships the result of his meditation in a plan for heabng our 
differences and restoring peace to the empire, to which his present 
motiou was preparatory. I much desired to know what his plau was. 
and intended waiting on him to see if he would communicate it to me; 
but he went the next morning to Hayes, and I was so much taken up 

* It was reported at the time that his lordship bad concluded his speech with the 
following remarkable words: "If the mi u beers thus persevere in -li tad riling and 
miiUadiug the king, I will not say. that I bey can alienate the affection* of his subjects 
from his crown, but I willattirui. that they will make the crown Hot irorfA kit vtanf 
1 will not say that the king is betrayed, but I will pronounce that the kingdom u 
UNtor."— W. T. F. 
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with daily business aud company that I could not easily get out to 
huu. A few days after, however, Lord Maliou called on me and told 
me Lord Chatham was very desirous of seeing- me, when I promised to 
be with him the Friday following, several engagements preventing ray 
going sooner. 

On Friday, the 27th, I took a post-chaise a'cout 9 o'clock and got to 
Hayes about 11 ; but my attention being engaged in reading a new 
pamphlet, the post-boy drove me a mile or two beyond the gate. His 
lordship being out on an airing iu his chariot, had met me before 1 
reached Hayes, unobserved by me, turned and followed me, and not find- 
ing me there, concluded, as he had seen me reading, that I had passed 
by mistake, and sent a servant after me. He expressed great pleasure 
at my coming, and acquainted me in a long conversation with the out- 
lines of his plan, parts of which he read to me. He said he had com- 
municated it only to Lord Camden, whose advice he much relied on, 
particularly in the law part, and that he would, as soon as he could, 
get it transcribed, put it into my hands for my opinion and advice, but 
should show it to no other person before he presented it to the house, 
and he requested me to make no mention of it, otherwise parts might 
be misunderstood and blown upon beforehaud, and others perhaps 
.adopted and produced by ministers as their own. I promised the 
closest secrecy, and kept my word, not even mentioning to any one 
that I had seen him. I dined with him, his family only present, and 
returned to town in the evening. 

On tbe Sunday following, being the 29th, his lordship came to town 
and called upon me in Craven street. He brought with him his plan 
transcribed, in the form of an act of Parliament, which he pat into my 
hands, requesting ine to consider it carefully and communicate to him 
such remarks upon it as should occur to me. His reason for desiring 
to give me that trouble was, as he was pleased to say, that he knew no 
man so thoroughly acquainted with the subject or so capable of giving 
advice upon it; that he thought the errors of ministers in American 
affairs had been often owing to their not obtaining the best informa- 
tion ; that, therefore, though be had considered the business thoroughly 
iu all its parts, he was not so confident of his own judgment but that 
he came to set it right by mine, as men set their watches by a regula- 
tor. He had not determined when he should produce it in tbe House 
of Lords; but in the course of our conversation, considering the pre- 
carious situation of his health, aud that if presenting it was delayed, 
some intelligence might arrive which would make it seem less season- 
able, or in all parts not so proper; or the ministry might engage in dif- 
ferent measures, and then say, "If you had produced your plan sooner 
we might have attended to it;" he concluded to offer it the Wednes- 
day following, aud therefore wished to see me upon it the preceding 
Tuesday, when he would again call npon me, unless I could conveniently 
come to Hayes. I chose the latter, in respect to his lordship, aud 



because there was less likelihood of interruptioDS, and 1 promised to 
be with him early, that we might have more time. He stayed with 
me near two hours, his equipage waitiug at the door, and being there 
while people were coming from church, it was much taken notice of, 
and talked of, as at that time was every little circumstance that men 
thought might possibly any way affect American affairs. Such a visit 
from so great a mau, on so important a business, flattered not a little 
my vanity, and the honor of it gave me the more pleasure, as it hap- 
pened ou the very day twelve months that the ministry had taken so 
much pains to disgrace me before the privy council.* 

1 applied myself immediately to the reading and considering the 
plau, of which, when it was afterwards published, I sent you a copy, 
and therefore need not insert it here. I put down upon paper, as I 
went along, some short memorandums for my future discourse with him 
upon it, which follow, that you may, if you please, compare them with 
the plan, and if you do so, you will see their drift and purpose, which 
otherwise would take me much writing to explain. 

Tuesday, January 31s(, 1775. 

NOTES FOR DISCOUHSE WITH 1.0KD CHATHAM ON HIS PLAN. 

Voluntary grants and forced taxes not to be expected of tbe same people at the 
sane time. 

Permanent revenue will be objected to. Would not a temporary agreement be 
best, suppose for one Hundred years ? 

Does tbe whole of the lights claimed in the Petition of Rights relate to England 
only! 

The American naturalization act gives all tbo rigbts of natural-born subjects to 
foreigners residing there seven years. Can it be supposed, that the natives there have 
them not? 

If tbe king should raise armies in America, would Britain like their being brought 
hither f as tbe king might briug them when bo pleased. 

An act of Parliament requires the Colonies to furnish sundry articles of provision 
and accommodation to troops quartered among them ; this may be made very bur- 
densome to colonies that are out of favor. 

If a permanent revenue, why not the same privileges in trade with Scotland 1 

Should not the lands conquered by Britain and the Colonies in conjunction be given 
tbem (reserving a qui trout), whence they might form funds to enable them to pay t 

Instructions about agents to be withdrawn. 

Grants to be for three years, at the end of which a new Congress, and so from three 
to three years. 

Congress to have tbe general defense of tbe frontiers, making and regulating new 
settlements. 

Protection mutual. 

We go into all your wars. 

Our settlements cost you nothing. 

Take the plan of union. 

' Defense, extension, and prosperity of.' The late Canada act prevents their exten- 
sion and may check their prosperity. 
Laws should be secure as well as charters. 

Perhaps if the legislative power of Parliament is owned in the Colonies they may 
make a law to forbid the meeting of any Congress, etc. 

* In the affair of the Hutchinson Letters ; see supra, pp. 6-S, n. 
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I was at Hayes early on Tuesday, agreeably to my promise, when we 
entered into consideration of the plan; but, though I Staid nearly four 
hours, his lordship in the manner of, I think, all eloquent persons, was 
so full and diffuse in supporting every particular I questioned, that 
there was not time to go through half my memorandums. He is not 
easily interrupted, and I had such pleasure in hearing him that I 
found little inclination to interrupt him, Therefore, considering that 
neither of us had much expectation that the plan would be adopted 
entirely as it stood ; that, in the course of its consideration, if it should 
he received, proper alterations might be introduced ; that before it would 
be settled, America should have opportunity to make her objections aud 
propositions of amendment; that to have it received at all here, it must 
seem to comply a little with some of the prevailing prejudices of the 
legislature; that, if it was not so perfect as might be wished, it would 
at least serve as a basis for treaty, aud in the meantime prevent mis- 
chiefs, and that, as his lordship had determined to offer it the next 
day, there was not time to make changes and another fair copy; I 
therefore ceased my querying, aud though afterwards many people 
were pleased to do me the honor of supposing I had a considerable 
share in composing it, I assure you that the addition of a single word 
only was made at my instance, viz, "constitutions" after "charters," 
for my filling up at his request a blank with the titles of acts proper to 
be repealed, which I took from the proceedings of the Congress, was 
no more than might have been done by any copying clerk. 

On Wednesday, Lord Stanhope, at Lord Chatham's request, called 
upon me, and carried me down to the House of Lords, which was soon 
very full. Lord Chatham, in a most excellent speech, introduced, 
explained, and supported his plan. When he sat down, Lord Hart- 
mouth rose, and very properly said, it contained matter of such weight 
and magnitude as to require much consideration ; and he therefore 
hoped the noble earl did not expect their lordships to decide upon it 
by an immediate vote, but would be willing it should lie upon the table 
for consideration. Lord Chatham answered readily that he expected 
uothiug more. 

But Lord Sandwich* rose, and in a petulant, vehement speech, 
opposed its being received at all, and gave his opinion that it ought to 
he immediately rejected, with the contempt it deserved. That he could 
never believe it to he the production of any British peer. That it ap- 
peared to him rather the work of some American ; and, turning his 
faco towards me, who was leaning on the bar, said, he fancied he had 
in his eye the person who drew it up, one of the bitterest and most mis- 
chievous enemies this country had ever known. This drew the eyes of 
many lords upon me; but, as I had no inducement to take it to myself, 
1 kept my countenance as immovable as if my features had been made 

*As to the character of Saiidwicb, see note uuder date of Feb. 5, 1"76, and also 
introduction, $ 9t. 
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of wood. Theu several other lords of the administration gave their 
sentiments for rejecting it, of which opinion also was strongly the wise 
Lord Hillsborough. But the Dukes of Richmond and Manchester, 
Lord Shelburne, Lord Camden, Lord Temple, Lord Lyttleton, and others, 
were for receiving it, some through approbation, and others for the char- 
acter and dignity of the house. Oue lord mentioning with applause, 
the candid proposal of one of the ministers. Lord Dartmouth, his lord 
ship rose again, and said, that having since heard the opinions of so 
many lords against receiving it, to lie upon the table for consideration, 
he had altered his mind, could not accept the praise offered him for a 
candor of which he was now ashamed, and should therefore give his 
voice for rejecting the plan immediately. 

I am the more particular iu this, as it is a trait of that nobleman's 
character, who from his office is supposed to have so great a share iu 
American affairs, but who has in reality no will or judgment of his own, 
being, with dispositions for the best measures, easily prevailed with to 
join in the worst. 

Lord Chatham, in his reply to Lord Sandwich, took notice of his illib- 
eral insinuation, that the plan was not the person's who proposed it; 
declared that it was entirely his own ; a declaration he thought him- 
self the more obliged to make, as many of their lordships appeared to 
have so mean an opinion of it ; for if it was so weak or so bad a thing, 
it was proper in him to take care that no other person should unjustly 
share in the censure it deserved. That it had been heretofore reekoued 
his vice not to be apt to take advice ; but he made no scruple to declare, 
that, if he were the first minister of this country, and had the care of 
settling this momentous business, he should not be ashamed of publicly 
calling to his assistance a person so perfectly acquainted with the whole 
of American affairs as the gentleman alluded to, and so injuriously 
reflected on ;. one, he was pleased to say, whom all ft u rope held in high 
estimation for his knowledge and wisdom, and ranked with our Boyles 
• and Kewtons; who was an honor, not to the English nation only, but 
to human nature! I found it harder to stand this extravagant compli- 
ment than the preceding equally extravagant abuse ; but kept as well 
as I could an unconcerned countenance, as not conceiving it to relate 
to me. 

To hear so many of these hereditary legislators declaiming so vehe- 
mently against, not the adopting merely, but even the eonuiiieration of 
a proposal so important in its nature, offered by a person of so weighty 
a character, one of the first statesmen of the age, who had takeu up 
this country when in the lowest despondency, and conducted it to vic- 
tory and glory, through a war with two of the mightiest kingdoms ia 
Europe; to hear them censuring his plan, not only for their own mis- 
understandings of what was in it, but for their imaginations of what 
was not in it, which they would not give Ibemselves an opportunity of 
rectifying by a second reading ; to perceive the total ignorance of the 
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subject in some, the prejudice and passion of others, aud the willful per- 
version of plain truth in several of the ministers; and, upon the whole, 
to see it so ignomiuiously rejected by so great a majority, and so hastily 
too, in breach of all decency, and prudent regard to the character and 
dignity of their body, as a third part of the national legislature, gave 
me an exceeding mean opinion of their abilities, aud made their claim 
of sovereignty over three millions of virtuous, sensible people in Amer- 
ica seem the greatest of absurdities, since they appeared to have scarce 
discretion enough to govern a herd of swine. Hereditary legislators! 
thought I. There would be more propriety, because less hazard of mis- 
chief, in having (as in some university of Germany) hereditary profes- 
sors of mathematics ! But this was a hasty reflection; for the elected 
House of Commons is no better, nor ever will be while the electors 
receive money for their votes, aud pay money wherewith ministers may 
bribe their representatives when chosen. 

After this proceediug I expected to hear no more of any negotiation 
for settling our difference amicably; yet, in a day or two, I had a note 
from Mr. Barclay, requesting a meeting at Dr. Fothergill's. the 4th of 
February, in the evening. I attended accordingly, and was surprised 
by being told that a very good disposition appeared in administration; 
that the "hints" had been considered, and several of them thought 
reasonable, and that others might he admitted with small amendments. 
The good doctor, with his usual philanthropy, expatiated on the mis- 
eries of war ; that even a bad peace was preferable to the most success- 
ful war; that America was growing in strength; anil, whatever she 
might he obliged to submit to at present, she would in a few years be 
in a condition to make her own terms. 

Mr. Barclay hinted how much it was in my power to promote an 
agreement; how much it would be to my honor to effect it; and that 
I tnight expect, not only restoration of my old place, but almost any 
other I could wish for, etc. I need not tell you, who know tne so well, 
how improper aud disgustiug this language was to me. The doctor's 
was more suitable. Him I answered, that we did not wish for war, and 
desired notbing but what was reasonable aud necessary for our security 
aud well-being. To Mr, Barclay I replied, that the ministry, I was sure, 
would rather give me a place in a cart to Tyburn, than any other place 
whatever; and to both, that I sincerely wished to be serviceable; that 
I needed no other inducement than to be shown how X might be so; 
but saw they imagined more to be in my power than really was. I was 
then told again, that conferences had been hold upon the "hints;" 
and the paper being produced was read, that I might hear the obser- 
vations that had been made upon them separately, which were as 
follows; 

(1) The first article was approved. 

(2) The second agreed to, so far as related to the repeal of the tea 
act. But repayment of the duties that had been collected was refused. 
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(3) Tbe third not approved, as it implied a deficiency of power in 
the Parliament that made those acts. 

(4) The fourth approved. 

(5) The fifth agreed to, but with a reserve, that no change preja- 
dicial to Britain was to be expected. 

(6) The sixth agreed to, so far as related to the appropriation of the 
duties; but the appointment of the officers and their salaries to remain 
as at present. 

(7) The seventh, relating to aids in time of peace, agreed to. 

(8) The eighth, relating to the troops, was inadmissible. 

(9) The ninth could be agreed to, with this difference, that no pro- 
portion should be observed with regard to preceding taxes, but each 
colony should give at pleasure. 

(10) The tenth agreed to, as to the restitution of Castle William; 
but the restriction on the crown in building fortresses refused. 

{11} The eleventh refused absolutely, except as to tbe Boston port 
bill, which would be repealed ; and the Quebec act might be so far 
amended, as to reduce that proviuce to its ancient limits. The other 
Massachusetts acts, being real amendments of their constitution, must 
for that reason be continued, as well as to be a standing example of 
the power of Parliament, 

(12) The twelfth agreed to, that the judges should be appointed dur- 
ing good behaviour, on the assemblies providing permanent salaries, 
such as tbe crown should approve of. 

(13) The thirteenth agreed to, provided the assemblies make provis- 
ion as in the preceding article. 

(15) The fifteenth agreed to. 

(16) The sixteenth agreed to, supposing the duties paid to the col- 
ony treasuries. 

(17) The seventeenth inadmissible. 

We had not at this time a great deal of conversation upon these points ; 
for I shortened it by observing, that, while the Parliament claimed 
and exercised a power of altering our constitutions at pleasure, there 
could be no agreement; for we were rendered unsafe in every privilege 
we bad a right to, and were secure in nothiug. And, it being hinted 
how necessary an agreement was for America, since it was so easy for 
Britain to burn all our seaport towns, I grew warm, said that the chief 
part of my little property consisted of houses in those towns; that 
they might mako bonfires of them whenever they pleased; that the 
fear of losing them would never alter my resolution to resist to the last 
that claim of Parliament; and that it behooved this country to take 
care what mischief it did us; for that sooner or later it would certainly 
be obliged to make good all damages with interest ! The doctor smiled, 
as 1 thought, with some approbation of my discourse, passionate as it 
was, and said he would certainly repeat it to-morrow to Lord Dart- 
mouth. 
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In the discourse concerning the " hints," Mr. Barclay happened to 
mention, that, going to Lord Hyde's he found Lord Howe with him ; 
and that Lord Hyde had said to him, " You may speak anything before 
Lord Howe that you have to say to me, for he is a friend in whom I 
confide;" upon which he accordingly had spoken with the same free- 
dom as usual. By this I collected how Lord Howe came by the paper 
of "hints," which he had shown roe. And, it being mentioned as a 
measure thought of, to send over a commissioner with powers to inquire 
into grievances and give redress on certain conditions, but that it was 
difficult to find a proper person, I said, " Why not Lord Hyde ? He is 
a man of prudence and temper, a person of dignity, and, I should think, 
very suitable for such an employment; or, if he would not go, there is 
the other person you just mentioned, Lord Howe, who would, in my 
opinion, do excellently well." This passed as mere conversation, and 
we parted. 

Lord Chatham's rejected plan being printed for the public judgment, 
I received six copies from Lord Mabou, his son-iu-law, which I sent to 
different persons in America. 

A week and more passed, in which I heard nothing further of any 
negotiation, and my time was much taken up among the members of 
Parliament, when Mr. Barclay sent ine a note to say that he was indis- 
posed but desirous of seeing me, and should be glad if I would call on 
him. I waited upon him the next inorniug when he told me that he 
had seen Lord Hyde, and had some further discourse with him on the 
Articles; that he thought himself now fully possessed of what would 
do in this business; that he therefore wished another meeting with 
me and Dr. Fothergill, when he would endeavor to bring prepared a 
draught conformable chiefly to what had been proposed and conceded 
on both sides, with some propositions of his own. I readily agreed to the 
meeting, which was to be on Thursday evening, February 16. 

We met accordingly, when Mr, Barclay produced the following paper, 
viz: 

A PLAK, WHICH, IT IS BELIEVED, WOULD PRODUCE A PERMANENT UNION BETWEEN 
GliEAT BRITAIN AND HER COLONIES. 

1. The tea destroyed to bo paid for ; and in order that uo time may be lost to begin 
the desirable work of conciliation, it is proposed that the agent or agents, in a peti- 
tiou to the king, should cngago that the tea destroyed shall be paid for ; and, :n con- 
sequence of that engagement, a commissioner to have authority, by a clause in an 
act of Parliament, to open the port (by a suspension of the Boston port act) when that 
engagement shall be complied with. 

2. The tea-duty act to be repealed, as well for the advantage of Great Britain as 
the Colonics. 

3. Castle William to be restored to the province of Massachusetts Bay, as formerly, 
before it was delivered up by Governor Hutchinson. 

i. As it is believed that the commencement of conciliatory measures will, in a con- 
siderable degree, quiet the minds ot the subjects in America, it is proposed that the 
inhabitants of tbe province of the Massachusetts Bay should petition the kiug aud 
state tkoir objections to the said act. Aud it is to be understood, that the said 
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act shall be repealed. Interim, the commissioner to have power to suspend the 
act, in order to enable the inhabitants to petition. 

5. The several provinces who may think themselves aggrieved by the Quebec bill, 
to petition in their legislative capacities; and it is to be nnfcrttood that so far of tlio 
act as extends the limits of Quebec beyond its ancient bounds, is to be repealed. 

6. The act of Henry the Eighth to be formally disclaimed by Parliament. 

7. In time offence the Americans to raise within their respective provinces, by acts 
of their own legislatures, a certain sum or sums, such as mag he thought necessary for 
a peace establishment, to pay governors, judges, etc. Vide Laws of Jamaica. 

8. In time Of war, on requisition made by the king, with consent of Parliament, every 
colony Khali raise such sums of money as their legislatures may tbinksuitable to their 
abilities and the public exigency, to be laid out in raising and paying men for land or 
snt m-rvico, furnishing provisions, i ran sports, or such other purposes as the king shall 
require and direct. 

9. The acts of navigation to be re-examiuod iu order to see whether some altera- 
tions might not he made therein, as much for the advantage of Great Britain as tie 
ease of the Colonies. 

10. A naval officer to he appointed by the Crown to reside in each colony, to see 
those acts observed. 

N, B. In some colonics they are nol appointed by the Crown. 

11. All duties arising ou the acts for regulating trade with the Colonies to be for 
the public use of the respective Colonies and paid into their treasuries, and an officer 
of the Crown to see it done. 

12. The admiralty courts to be reduced to the same powers as they have in Eng- 
land. 

13. All judges in the king's colony governments to ho appointed during good be- 
haviour, and to he paid by the province, agreeable to article seventh. 

N. B. If the liing chooses to add to their salaries, the same to sent from England. 

14. The governors to be supported in the same manner. 

Our conversation turned chiefly upon the first article. It was said 
that the ministry only wanted some opening to be given them, some 
ground on which to found the commencement of conciliating measures; 
that a petition containing such an engagement as mentioned in this 
article would answer that purpose ; that preparations were making to 
send over more troops and ships; that such a. petition might prevent 
their going, especially if a commissioner were proposed. I was there- 
fore urged to engage the colony agents to join with me in such a petition. 
My answer was, that no agent had anything to do with the tea business 
but those for Massachusetts Bay, who were Mr. Bollan for the council, 
myself for the assembly, and Mr. Lee, appointed to succeed me when 
1 should leave England; that the latter, therefore, could hardly yet be 
considered as an agent; and that the former was a cautious, exact mau, 
and not easily persuaded to take steps of such importance without 
instructions or authority; that, therefore, if such a step were to be 
taken, it would lie chiefly on me to take it; that, indeed, if there were, 
as they supposed, a clear probability of good to be done by it, I should 
make no scruple of hazarding myself in it; but I thought the empow- 
ering a commissioner to suspend the Boston port act was a method too 
dilatory, and a mere suspension would not be satisfactory j that, if such 
an engagement were entered into, all the Massachusetts acts should be 
immediately repealed. 
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Thcj laid bold of the readiness I bad expressed to petition on a prob- 
ability of doing good, applauded it, and urged me to draw up a petition 
immediately. I said it was a matter of importance, and with their leave 
I would take home the paper, consider the propositions as they now 
stood, and give them my opinion to-morrow evening. This was agreed 
to, and for that time we parted. 

Weighing now the present dangerous situation of affairs in America, 
and the daily hazard of widening the breach there irreparably, 1 em- 
braced the idea proposed in the paper of sending over a commissioner, 
as it might be a means of suspending military operations, and bring on 
a treaty, whereby mischief would be prevented, and an agreement by 
degrees be formed and established. I also concluded to do what had 
been desired of me as to the engagement, and essayed a draught of a 
memorial to Lord Dartmouth for that purpose simply, to be signed only 
by myself. As to the sending of a commissioner, a measure which I 
was desired likewise to propose, and express my sentiments of its util- 
ity, I apprehended my colleagues in the agency might be justly dis- 
pleased if I took a step of such importance without consulting them, 
and therefore I sketched a joint petition to that purpose, for them to 
sign with me if they pleased; but, apprehending that would meet with 
difficulty, I drew up a letter to Lord Dartmouth, containing the same 
proposition, with the reasons for it, to be sent from ine only. I made 
also upon paper some remarks on the propositions; with some hints, 
on a separate paper, of further remarks to be made in conversation, 
when we should meet in the evening of the 17th. Copies of these 
papers {except the first, which I do not find with me on shipboard) are 
here placed as follows, viz : 

To tick Kino's Most Excellent Majesty: 

The Petition and Memorial of "W. Bollan, H. Franklin, and Arthur Lee, Most 
numbly ahoweth ; That your petitioners, being agents for several colonies, and deeply 
affected with tbe apprehension of impending calamities that now threaten jour 
majesty's subjects hi America, beg leave to approach your throne, and to suggest 
witb all humility their opinion, formed on much attentive consideration, that, if it 
should please your majesty to permit and authorize a meeting of delegates from the 
different provinces, and appoint some person or persons of dignity and wisdom from 
this country to preside in that meeting, or to confer with the said delegates, acquaint 
themselves fully with the true grievances of the Colonies, and settle the means of 
composing all dimensions, such means to be afterward ratified by your majesty, if 
found just and suitable; your petitioners are persuaded, from their thorough knowl- 
edge of that country and people, that such a measure might be attended with the most 
salutary effects, prevent much mischief, and restore the harmony which so long sub- 
sisted, nud is so necessary to the prosperity aud happiuess of all your majesty's subjects 
in every part of your extensive dominions ; which, that Heaven may preserve entire 
to your majesty and your descendants, is the sincere prayer of your majesty's most 
dutiful subjects and servants. 

To the Right Honorable Lord Dartmouth i 

My Lohi>: Beiug deeply apprehensive of the impending calamities that threaten 
the nation aud its colonies through the present unhappy dissensions, I have atten- 
tively considered hy what possible means those calamities may he prevented. The 
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great importance of a busiuess which concerns us all will, I hope. In «»»« degree 
excuse mo to your lordship if I presume, unasked, to oiler my humble opinion that 
should his majesty think fit to authorize delegates from the several provinces to 
meet at such convenient time and place as in his wisdom shall seem meet, then aud 
there to confer with a commissioner or commissioners to he appointed and empowered 
by his majesty, on the means of establishing a firm and lasting union between Britain 
and the American provinces, such a measure might he effectual for that purpose. I 
can not, therefore, but wish it may be adopted, as no one can more ardently and sin- 
cerely desire the general prosperity of the British dominions than, my lord, your 
lordship's most obedient, etc. 

B. Franklin. 



REMARKS ON TilE PROPOSITIONS. 

Article L In consequence of that engagement, all the Boston and Massachusetts 
acts to be suspended, ami, in compliance with that engagement, to be totally repealed. 
By this amendment article fourth will become unnecessary. 

Art. 4 and 5. The numerous petitions heretofore sent home by the colony assem- 
blies, and either refused to be received, or received aud neglected, or answered harshly, 
and the petitioners rebuked for making them, have, I conceive, totally discouraged 
that method of application ; and, if even their friends were now to propose to them 
the recurring again to petitioning, such friends would he thought to trifle with them. 
Besides, alt they desire is now before government in the petition of the Congress, and 
the whole or parts may be granted or refused at pleasure. The sense of the Colonies 
can not be better obtained by petition from different colonies, than it is hy that 
general petition. 

Art. 7. Read such as they may think necessary. 

Art. 11. As it stands, of little importance. Tlio firet proposition was that they 
should be repealed as unjust. But they may remain, for they will probably not lie 
executed. 

Even with the amendment proposed above to article first, I can not think it stands 
as it should do. If the object be merely the preventing present bloodshed and the 
other mischiefs to fall on that country in war, it may possibly answer that end ; but 
if a thorough, hearty reconciliation is wished for, all cause of heart burning should 
be removed and strict justice be done on both sides. Thus t lie tea should not only 
be paid for ou the side of Boston, but the damage done to Boston by the port act 
should be repaired, because it was done contrary to the custom of all nations, savage 
as well as civilized, of first demanding satisfaction. 

ART. 14, The judges should recnive nothing from the king. 

As to the other two acts, the Massachusetts must suffer all tho hazards and mischiefs 
of war, rather than admit the alteration of their charters and laws by Pari i am cut. 
"They who can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety, deserve 
neither liberty nor safety." 

B. Franklin. 

hints. 



I doubt the regulating duties will not be accepted, without enacting them, and 
having the power of appointing the collectors, in the colonies. 

If we mean a hearty reconciliation, we must deal candidly, and use no tricks. 

The assemblies are many of them in a state of dissolution. It will require time to 
make new elections; then to meet and choose delegates, supposing all could meet. 
But the Assembly of the Massachusetts Bay can not act under the new constitution, 
nor meet the new council for that purpose, without acknowledging the po«< r o( 
Parliament to alter their charter, which they never will do. The language of tin 
proposal is : Try on your fetters first, and then, if yon don't like than, petition and lie vriU 
consider. 
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Establishing salaries for judges may bo a general law. For governors not so, the 
constitution of colonies differing. It is possible troops may be sent to particular 
provinces to burden them when they are out of favor. 

Canada. Wo can not eudure despotism over any of our fellow subjects. We nut 
ail ho free, or none. 

That afternoon I received the following note from Mrs. Howe, inclos- 
ing another from Lord Howe, viz: 

Mrs. Howe's compliments to Dr. Franklin. She has ju3t received the inclosed noto 
from Lord Howe, and hopes it will be convenient to him to come to her, either to- 
morrow or Sunday, at any hour most convenient to him, which she begs he will bo 
so good to name. 

GraFTON StIiebt, Friday, February 17 Ih, 1775. 

Inclosed in the foregoing: 

To Ike Honorable Mrs. Howe ; 

I wish yon to procure me an opportunity to see Dr. Franklin at your house to- 
morrow, or on Sunday morning, for an essential purpose. 

Grafton Stijekt, Friday, 4 o'clock. 

[Received Friday, 5 o'clock, February 17, 1775.] 

I had not heard from his lordship for some time, and readily answered 
that I would do myself the honor of waiting upon him at her house to- 
morrow at 11 o'clock. 

Mr. Barclay, Dr. Fotbergill, and myself, met according to appoint- 
ment at the doctor's house. I delivered to them the " remarks" I had 
made on the paper, and we talked them over. I read also the sketches 
I had made of the petitions and memorials; but, they being of opinion 
that the repeal of none of the Massachusetts acts could be obtained by 
my engaging to pay for the tea, the Boston port act excepted, and I 
insisting on a repeal of a/f, otherwise declining to make the offer, that 
measure was deferred for the present, and 1 pocketed my drafts. They 
concluded, however, to report my sentiments, and see if any further 
concession could be obtained. They observed, too, that 1 bad signed 
my ''remarks;" on which I said, that understanding by other menus, 
as well as from them, that the ministers had been acquainted with my 
being consulted in this business, I saw no occasion for further mystery; 
and, since in couveyiug and receiving through second hands their sen- 
timents and mine occasioned delay, and might be attended with misap- 
prehension, something being lost or changed by mistake in the convey- 
ance, I did not see why we should not meet and discuss the points 
together at once; that, if this was thought proper, I should be willing 
and ready to attend thein to the ministerial persons they conferred 
with. They seemed to approve the proposal, and said they would 
mention it. 

The next morning I met Lord Howe, according to appointment. He 
seemed very cheerful, having, as 1 imagine, heard from Lord Hyde what 
that lord might have heard from Mr. Barclay the evening of the 16th, 
viz, that I had eonsented to petition, and engage payment for the tea; 
whence it was hoped, the miuisterial terms of accommodation might 
4 WH — VOL 2 
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take place. He let me know, tbat lie was thought of to be sent com- 
missioner for settling the differences in America: adding, with an excess 
of politeness, that, sensible of his own uuacuuaiutedness with the busi- 
ness, and of my knowledge and abilities, ho could not think of under 
taking it without me; bnt, with me, he should do it most readily; tor 
he should found his expectation of success on my assistance, tie there 
fore had desired this meeting, to know my mini] upou a proposition of 
my going with him in some shape or other, as a friend, an assistant, or 
secretary ; that he was very sensible, if he should be so happy as to 
effect anything valuable, it must be wholly owing to the advice am! 
assistance I should afford him; that he should therefore make no scru 
pie of giving me upon all occasions the full honor of it ; that he had 
declared to the ministers his opinion of my good disposition towards 
peace, and what he now wished was to be authorized by me to say, that 
I consented to accompany him, and would co-operate with faint in the 
great work of reconciliation. That the influence 1 had over the minds 
of people iu America was known to be very extensive ; and that I could, 
if any man con Id, prevail with tbem to comply witli reasonable propo- 
sitions. 

I replied, that I was obliged to his lordship for the favorable opinion 
he had of me, and for the honor he did mo in proposing to make use of 
my assistance; that I wished to know what propositions were intended 
for America; that, if they were reasonable ones in themselves, possibly; 
I might be able to make them appear such to my countrymen ; but, if 
they were otherwise, I doubted whether that conld be done by any man, 
and certainly I should not undertake it. His lordship then said, that 
he should not expect my assistance without a proper consideration. That 
the business was of great importance ; and, if he undertook it, he should 
insist on being enabled to make generous and ample appointments for 
those he took with him, particularly for me; as well as a firm promise 
of subsequent rewards. "And," said he, "that the ministry may hare 
an opportunity of showing their good disposition towards yourself, will 
you give me leave, Mr. Franklin, to procure for you previously some 
mark of it; suppose the payment here of the arrears of your salary, 
as agent for New England, which I understand they have stopped for 
some time past J" " My lord," said I, li I shall deem it a great honor to 
be in any shape joined with your lordship in so good a work; but, if 
you hope service from any influence I may be supposed to have, drop 
all thoughts of procuring me any previous favors from ministers; my 
acceptiug them would destroy the very influence you propose to make 
use of; they would be considered as so many bribes to betray the inter- 
est of my couutry ; but only let me see the propositions, and, if I ap- 
prove of them, I shall not hesitate a moment, but will hold myself 
ready to accompany your lordship at an hour's warning," He then said 
he wished I would discourse with Lord Hyde upon the business, and 
asked if I had any objection to meet his lordship, I answered, none, 
not the least; that I had a great respect for Lord Hyde, and would 
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wait upon I] in i whenever he should please to permit it. He said he 
would speak to Lord Hyde, aud send me word. 

On the Monday following, I received a letter from Lord Howe. To 
understand it better, it is necessary to reflect, that in the meantime 
there was opportunity for Mr. Barclay to communicate to that noble- 
man the "remarks" I had made on the plan, the sight of which had 
probably changed the purpose of making any use of me on the occasion. 
Tho letter follows; 

GRAFTON Street, February 20th, 171[>. 
Not having Lad a convenient opportunity to talk with Lord Hyde until this morn- 
ing, on the subject I mentioned when I had, my worthy friend, tho pleasure to see 
you last, I now give you the earliest information of his lordship's sentiments upon 
my proposition. 

Ho declares he has no personal objection, and that he is always desirous of the con- 
versation of men of knowledge, consequently, iu that respect, would have a pleasure 
iu yours. But he apprehends, that on the present American contest your principles 
and his, or rather those of Parliament, are as yet so wide from each other, that a moot, 
iug merely to discuss them might give you unnecessary trouble. Should you Ibiuk 
otherwise, or should any propitious circumstances approximate such distant senti- 
ments, ho would be happy to be used as a channel to convey what might tend to har- 
mony from a person of credit to those in power. And 1 will veutnre to advance, 
from my knowledge of his lordship's opinion of men and things, that nothing of that 
nature would suffer in tho passage. 

I am, with sincere regard, your most obedient servant, 

Howe. 

To Dr. Franklin. 

As I had no desire of obtruding myself upon Lord Hyde, though a 
little pi quod at his declining to see me, I thought it best to show a 
decent indifference, which I endeavored in the following answer: 

Craven Street, February *20(ft, 1775. 
Having nothing to ofter on the American business iu addition to what Lord Hyde 
is already acquainted with from tho papers that have passed, it seems most respect- 
ful not to give his lordship the trouble of a visit; sines a mere discussion of the sen- 
timents contained in those papers is not, iu his opinion, likely to produce any good 
effect. I am thankful, however, to his lordship for the permission of waiting on him, 
which I shall use if anything occurs that may give a chance of utility in such an 
interview. 

With sincere esteem and respect, I have the honor to be, my lord, your lordship's 
most obedient humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 

To Lord Howe. 

On the morning of the same day, February 20th, it was currently 
ami industriously reported all over the town that Lord North would 
that day make a pacific motion in the House of Commons for healing 
all differences between Britain and America. The House was accord- 
ingly very full, and the members full of expectation. The Bedford 
party, inimical to America, and who had urged severe measures, were 
alarmed, and began to exclaim against the minister for his timidity, and 
the fluctuation of his politics; they even began to count voices, to see 
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if tbey could not, by negativing bis motion, at once unborse hi in, ami 
throw bitn out of administration. Bis friends were therefore alarmed 
for him, and there was much caballing and whispering. At length a 
motion, as oue had been promised, was made, but whether thab origj. 
nally intended, is with me very doubtful. I suspect, from its imperfect 
composition, from its inadequateness to answer the purpose previously 
professed, and from some other circumstances, that, when first drawn, 
it contained more of Mr. Barclay's plan, but was curtailed by advice, 
just before it was delivered. My old proposition of giving up the regu- 
lating duties to the Colonies was in part to be found in it; and mam. 
who knew nothing of that transaction, said it was the best part of tin! 
motion. It was as follows: 

LORD NORTH'S MOTION, FEBRUARY 2CTII, 1775. 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that, when the governor, council, tmi 
assembly, or geDeral court, of his majesty's provinces or colonies shall propose to 
make provision according to their respective conditions, circumstances, and eilua- 
tions, for contributing their proportion to the common defense, such proportion In 
be raised under the authority of the general court or general assembly of such jiroy. 
iuee or colony, aud disposable by Parliament, and shall engage to nialte provision 
also for the support of the civil government aud the administration of justice in 
such province or colony, it will be proper, if such proposal shall be approved hynii 
majesty in Parliament, and for so long as such provision shall bo mado accord iugly, 
to forbear, in reapeet of such province or colony, to levy any duties, tax, or shium- 
ment, or to impose any further duty, tax, or assessment, except ouly such duticawj 
it may be expedient to impose for the regulation of commerce; the net produce of 
the duties last mentioned to ho carried to tho account of snob province, colony, 
plantation, exclusively. • | 

After a good deal of wild debate, in which this motion was supported 
upon various and inconsistent principles by the ministerial people, ami 
even met with an opposition from some of them, which showed a want 
of concert, probably from the suddenness of the alterations above 
supposed, they all agreed at length, as usual, in voting it by a large, 
majority. 

Hearing nothing during all the following week from Messrs. Barelaj 
and Fothergill (except that Lord Hyde, when acquainted with my 
willingness to engage for the payment of the tea, had said it gave liim 
■new life], nor anything from Lord Howe, I mentioned his silence occa- 
sionally to his sister, adding, that I supposed it owing to his finding 
what he had proposed to me was not likely to take place; and I wiebed 
her to desire him, if that was the case, to let me know it by a line, 
that I might be at liberty to take other measures. She did so as soon 
as he returned from the country, where he had been tor a day or two, 
and I received from her the following note: 

Mrs. Howe's compliments to Dr. Franklin. Lord Howe not quite understaurlini 
the message received from her, wilt be very glad to have the pleasure of 
either between 12 and 1 this morning (the only hour be is at liberty this dav), sal 
house, or at any hour to-morrow most convenient to him. 

Gkafton Street, Tuesday. 
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I met liis lordship at the hour appointed. He said that he had not 
seen we lately, as be expected daily to have something more material 
to say to me than bad yet occurred, and hoped that I would have called 
on Lord Hyde, as I had intimated I should do when I apprehended it 
might be useful, which he was sorry to find I bad not done. That there 
was something in my verbal message by Mrs. Howe, which perhaps 
she had apprehended imperfectly ; it was the hint of my purpose to take 
other measures. I answered, that having, since I bad last seen his 
lordship, heard of the death of my wife at Philadelphia, in whose hands 
1 had left the care of my affairs there, it was become neeessary for me 
to return thither as soon as conveniently might be; that what his lord- 
ship had proposed of my accompanying him to America might, if likely 
to take place, postpone my voyage to suit his oouveuieucy ; otherwise, 
1 should proceed by the first ship; that I did suppose by not bearing 
from him, and by Lord North's motion, all thoughts of that kind were 
laid aside, which was what 1 only desired to know from him. 

lie said, iny last paper of "remarks" by Mr. Barclay, wherein 1 had 
made the indemnification of Boston, for the injury of stopping its port, 
it condition of my engaging to pay for the tea (a condition impossible 
to be complied with), had discouraged further proceeding on that idea. 
Having a copy of that paper in my pocket, I showed his lordship that 
E had proposed no such condition of my engagement, nor any other 
.hail the repeal of all the Massachusetts acts. That what followed 
■elating to the indemnification was only expressing my private opinion, 
hat it would be just, but by no means insisting upon it. He said the 
irrangements were not yet determined on; that, as I now explained 
n y self, it appeared I had been much misapprehended : and he wished 
ff all things I would still sec Lord Hyde, and asked if I would choose 
o meet him there (at Mrs. Howe's), or that bo should call upon me. I 
'aid that I would by no means give Lord Hyde that trouble. That, 
We he (Lord Howe) seemed to think it might be of use, and wished 
t done soon, I would wait upon Lord Hyde. I knew him to be an 
arly riser, and would be with him at 8 o'eloek the next morning, which 
■lOrd Howe undertook to acquaint him with. But I added that, from 
vhat circumstances I could collect of the disposition of ministry, I 
jiprehcnded my visit would answer no material purpose. He was of 
different opinion, to which I submitted. 

*The next morning, March 1, I accordingly was early with Lord 
[yde, who received me with his usual politeness. We talked over a 
reat part of the dispute between the countries. I found him ready 
■ith all the newspaper and pamphlet topics ; of the expense of settling 
ur colonies, the protection afforded them, the heavy debt under which 
iritain labored, the equity of our contributing to its alleviation; that 
i any people in England were no more represented than we were, yet 
l were taxed and governed by Parliament, etc. I answered all, but 
ith little effect; for, though his lordship seemed civilly to hear what 
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I said, I had reason to believe be attended very little to the purport of 
it, his mind being employed the while in thinking on what he himsell 
purposed to say next. 

He had hoped, he said, that Lord North's motion would have been 
satisfactory, and asked what could be objected to it. I replied, the 
terms of it were that we should grant money tilt Parliament had agreed 
we had given enough, without having the least share in judging of tin- 
propriety of the measure for which it was to be granted, or of our own 
abilities to grant ; that these grants were also to be made under a threat 
of exercising a claimed right of taxing us at pleasure, and compelling 
such taxes by an armed force, if we did not give till it should be thought 
we had given enough : that the proposition was similar to no mode of 
obtaining aids that ever existed, except that of a highwayman, who 
presents his pistol and hat at a coach window, demanding no specific 
sum, but, if you will give all your money, or what he is pleased to 
think sufficient, he will civilly omit putting his own hand into your 
pockets; if not, there is bis pistol. That the mode of raising contri- 
butions in an enemy's country was fairer than this, since there an 
explicit sum was demanded, and the people who were raising it knew 
•what they were about, and when they should have done; and that, in 
short, no free people could ever think of beginning to grant upon such 
terms. That, besides, a new dispute had now been raised by the Par- 
liament's pretending to a power of altering our charters and established 
laws, which was of still more importance to us than their claim of tax- 
ation, as it set us all adrift, and left us without n privilege wo could 
depend upon, but at their pleasure ; this was a situation we could tint 
possibly be in; and, as Lord North's proposition had no relation to this 
matter, if the other had been such as we could have agreed to, we 
should still be far from a reconciliation. 

His lordship thought I misunderstood the proposition, on which 1 
took it out and read it. He then waived that poiut, and said lie should 
be glad to know from me what would produce a reconciliation. I .stid 
that his lordship, I imagined, had seen several proposals of mire for 
that purpose. He said he had ; but some of my articles were snch as 
would never be agreed to. That it was apprehended I had several 
instructions and powers to offer more acceptable terms, but was ex 
tremely reserved, and perhaps from a desire he did not blame, of doing 
better for my constituents; but my expectations might deceive we: 
and he did think I might be assured I should never obtain better terms 
than what were now offered by Lord North. That administration had a 
sincere desire of restoring harmony with America ; and it was thought, 
if I would co-operate with them, the business would be easy. That lie 
hoped I was above retaining resentment against them, for what nobody 
now approved, and for which satisfaction might be made me; that I 
was, as he understood, in high esteem among the Americans: that, if 
I would bring about a reconciliation on terms suitable to the dignity of 
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government, 1 might be as highly and generally esteemed here, aud ho 
honored aud rewarded, perhaps, beyond my expectation. 

I replied that I thought I had given a convincing proof of my sincere 
desire of promoting peace, when, on being informed that all wanted 
for the honor of government was, to obtain payment for the tea, I 
offered, without any instruction to warrant my so doing, or assurance 
that I should be reimbursed, or my conduct approved, to engage for 
that payment, if the Massachusetts acts were to be repealed ; an engage- 
ment in which I must have risked my whole fortune, which I thought 
few besides me would have done. That, in truth, private resentments 
had no weight with me in public business; that I was not the reserved 
man imagined, having really no secret instructions to act upon. That 
I was certainly willing to do everything that could reasonably be ex- 
pected of me. But, if any supposed I could prevail with my country^ 
men to take black for white, and wrong for right, it was uot knowing 
cither them or me; they were not capable of being so imposed on, nor 
was I capable of attempting it. 

fie then asked my opinion of sending over a commissioner, for the 
purpose mentioned in a preceding part of this account, and my answer 
was to the same effect. By the way, I apprehend, that to give me an 
opportunity of discoursing with Lord Hyde on that point, was a prin- 
cipal motive with Lord Howe for urging me to make this visit. Hia 
lordship did not express his own sentiments upon it. And thus ended 
this conversation. 

Three or four days after, I received the following note from Mrs. 
Howe: 

Mrs. Howe's compliments to Dr. Franklin. Loril Ho wo begs to have the pleasure 
of meeting him once more before he goes, at her house; he is at present out of town, 
but returns on Monday ; ami any day or boar after that, that the doctor will name, 
he will be very glad to attend him. 

Grafton Stkeet, Saturday, March 4 (ft. 

I answered, that 1 would do myself the honor of waiting on Lord 
Howe, at her house, the Tuesday following, at 11 o'clock. We met 
accordingly. He began by sayiug, that I had been a better prophet 
than himself, in foreseeing that my interview with Lord Hyde would 
be of no great use; and theu said, that he hoped I would excuse the 
trouble he had given me, as his intentions had been good both towards 
me and the public. He was sorry, that at present there was no appear- 
ance of tilings going into the train he had wished, but that possibly 
they might yet take a more favorable turn ; and, »s he understood I 
was going soon to America, if he should chance to he sent thither op 
that important business, he hoped he might still expect my assistance. 
I assured him of my readiness at all times of co-operating with him in 
so good a work ; and so, taking my leave, and receiving his good wishes, 
ended the negotiation with Lord Howe. And 1 heard no more of that 
with Messrs. Fothergil! and Barclay. 1 could only gather, from some 



56 



DIPLOMATIC COItliESPONDHNCE. 



lii n ts in their conversation, that neither of them were well pleased witL. 
the conduct of the ministers respecting these transactions. And, a lew 
days before I left London, I met them by their desire, at the doctor's 
house, when they desired me to assure their friends from them, that it 
was now their fixed opinion, tbat nothing could secure the privileges of 
America, but a firm, sober, adherence to the terms of the association 
made at the Congress, and tbat the salvati oil of English liberty depended 
now on the perseverance and virtue of America. 

During the whole, my time was otherwise much taken up, by frieiitls 
calling continually to inquire news from America; members of hotb 
bouses of Parliament, to inform me what passed in the bouses, and dis- 
course with me ou the debates, aud on motions made, or to be made: 
merchants of London and of the manufacturing and port towns on their 
petitions; the Quakers, upon theirs, etc.; so tbat I had no time to take 
notes of almost anything. This account is therefore chiefly from recol- 
lection, iu which doubtless much must have been omitted, from defi- 
ciency of memory; but what there is, I believe to be pretty exact ; 
except that, discoursing with so many different persons about the same 
time, on the same subject, I may possibly have put down some things 
as said by or to one person, which passed in conversation with another. 

A little before I left London, being at the house of lords, when a 
debate in which Lord Camden was to speak, and who indeed spoke 
Admirably on American affairs, 1 was much disgusted, from tho minis- 
terial side, by many base reflections ou American courage, religion, 
understanding, etc., in which we were treated with the utmost con- 
tempt, as the lowest of mankind, and almost of a different species from 
the English of Britain; but particularly the American honesty was 
abused by some of the lords, who asserted that we were all knaves, 
and wanted only by this dispute to avoid paying our debts; that, if we 
had any sense of equity or justice, we should offer payment of the tea, 
etc. 1 went home somewhat irritated and heated ; and, partly to retort 
upon this nation, on the article of equity, drew up a memorial to pre- 
senttoLord Dartmouth before my departure; but, consulting my friend, 
Mr. Thomas Walpole,* upon it, who is a member of the house of com- 
mons, he looked at it and at me several times alternately, as if he ap- 
prehended me a little out of my senses. As 1 was in the hurry of 
packing up, I requested him to take the trouble of showing it to his 
neighbor, Lord Camden, and ask bis advice upon it, which lie kindly 
undertook to do; and returned it me with a note, which here follows 
the proposed memorial : 

A MEMORIAL OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIff, AGI'.KT OF TUK PROVINCE OF MASSACHUSETTS 

HAY. 

To the right honorable the Earl of Dartmouth, 

one of h in majesty's principal secretaries of state t 
Whereas injury done eat) ouly give the party injured a right to (nil reparation ; 
or, in case that be refused, a rijjht t» tettirn an ii|im] injury; aiul vvhcrnan the 

See introduction, v 'ivi. 
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bloehade of Boston, now continued nine months, bath every week of ita continuance 
done damage to t lint town, equal to what was suffered there by the India Com- 
pany ; it follows that such exceeding damage is an injury done by this government, for 
which reparation ought to be made ; and whereas reparation of injuries ought always 
(agreeably to the custom of all nations, savage as well as civilized) to be first required, 
before satisfaction ia taken by a return of damage to the aggressors; which was not 
done by Great Britain in the instance above mentioned ; I the underwritten do there- 
fore, as their agent, in the behalf of my country and the said town of Boston, pro- 
test against the continuance of the said blockade; and I do hereby solemnly demand 
satisfaetiou for the accumulated injury douo them, beyond the value of the India 
Company's tea destroyed. 

And whereas the conquest of the Gulf of St, Lawrence, the coasts of Labrador and 
Nova Scotia, and tho fisheries possessed by tho French there and on the Banks of 
Newfoundland, so far as they were more extended than at present, was made by the 
joint forte.-; of Britain ;tnd the Colonies, the latter having nearly an equal number of 
men in that service with the former ; it follows, that the Colonies have an equitable 
and just right to participate in the advantage of those fisheries; I do, therefore, in 
tho behalf of the colony of the Massachusetts Bay, protest against the act uow tinder 
consideration in Parliament, for depriving that province, with others, of that fishery 
(on pretense of their refusing to purchase British commodities), as an act highly 
unjust ami injurious; and I give notice, that satisfaction will probably one day be 
demanded for all the injury that may be done and suffered in the execution of such 
act; and that the injustice of the proceeding is likely to give such umbrage to all 
the Colonies, that in no future war, wherein other conquests maybe meditated, either 
a man or a shilling will be obtained from any of them to aiil such conquests, till full 
satisfaction be made as aforesaid. 

B. Fl! AN KLIN. 

Given in Loudon, this 16th day of March, 1775. 

IJKAlt Silt: I return you tho memorial, which it is thought might bo attended with 
dangerous consequences to your person, and contribute to exasperate the nation. 

I heartily wish you a prosperous voyage, and loug health, and am. with the sh- 
eerest regard, your most faithful and obedient servant. 

Thomas Walfole.* 

Lincoln's Inn Fields, March t8tk, 1775. 

Mr. Walpole called at my lionse the next day, and, bearing I was 
gone to the House of Lords, came there to me, and repeated more fully 
what was In his note; adding, tliat it was thought my having no instruc- 
tions directing me to deliver such a protest, would make it appear still 
more unjustifiable, and be deemed a national affront. 1 bad no desire 
to make matters worse, and, being grown cooler, took the advice so 
kindly given me. 

The evening before I left Loudon, I received a note from Dr. Fother- 
giil, with some letters to his friends in Philadelphia. In that note he 
desires me to get those friends "and two or three more together, and 
inform them, that, whatever specious pretenses are offered, they are all 
hollow j and that to get a larger field on which to fatten a herd of 
worthless parasites is all that is regarded. Perhaps it may be proper 
to acquaint them with David Barclay's and our united endeavors, and 
the etf'ects. They w 11 stun at least, if not convince, the most worthy, 
that nothing very favorable is intended, if more unfavorable articles 

"See Introduction, { '£02. 
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can not be obtained." Tbe doctor, in the course of bis daily visit s anion™ 
the great, in tbe practice of his profession, bad full opportunity of beiiiff 
acquainted with their sentiments, tbe conversation everywhere turning 
upon the subject of America. 



Franklin to Priestley." 

Philadelphia, July 7, 1775. 

Dear Friend : The Congress met at a time when all miuds were so 
exasperated by tbe perfidy of Gener.d Gage, and Lis attack on tbe coun- 
try people, that propositions for attempting an accommodation were 
not much relished ; and it has been with difficulty that we have carried 
another humble petition to the crown, to give Britain one more chance, 
one opportunity more, of recovering the friendship of the Colonies, 
which, however, I think she has not sense enough to embrace, and so 
I conclude she has lost them forever. 

* 8 Spark's Franklin, 155; 5 Bigelow's Franklin, 534. 

Joseph Priestley, an eminent Unitarian clergyman and liberal political economist, 
■was a friend both of Shelburne and of Franklin ; and to him Franklin, on July 7, 1775, 
and October 3, 1775, wrote letters explanatory of the attitude of the United States to- 
wards the mother country. Priestley, after having published several theological and 
scientific works of interest, became librarian and secretary to Shelburne, in which post 
he continued until 1780. He retired from this office with a pension, and then became 
pastor of a dissenting congregation at Birmingham, in which place he remained for 
ten years,, publishing several controversial works on theology, and pursuing and pub- 
lishing his scientific explorations. During the American war he had been compara- 
tively silent, though sympathizing with Franklin ; but in 1791 he published a reply 
to Burke's Reflections, in which he took advanced liberal ground. In that year the 
celebration by some of his friends (though in his absence) of the taking of the Bin- 
tile, was such a shock to local British patriotism that his bouse was broken into, his 
library and valuable manuscripts and scientific instruments, including those used in 
the discovery of oxygen, totally destroyed, while he and his children were compelled 
to fly for their lives. It was noticed that, while Burke and bis followers had much 
to say about the destruction of libraries and insults to clergymen by French mobs, 
they had nothing to say in the way of disapproval of this destruction of Priestley's 
library, laboratory, and books. He was, it is true, compensated by the county and 
by privato gifts; but finding himself frowned on, even by men of scieuce, he sailed 
for America, and took up hi° residence with his son at Northumberland, Pennsylva- 
nia, where he died in 1804. In some measure the wrongs done him in England worn 
recalled by the ereetion, after his death, of statues to him in Birmingham aud Oxford. 
Except, however, in informal correspondence with Franklin, be took no active part 
in the peace conferences which were held from lime to time during the Revolution. 
Nor, after bis arrival in America, did he take any active interest in American politics, 
though the persecutions he had endured in Eugland led him to look with constant 
distrust on the British policy towards tbe United States. But it was in the theologi- 
cal rather than in the political field that his interests were concentrated. Numerous 
as were his controversial publications, they were mainly in defense of his theological 
tenets against infidels on the one side, aud "orlhodox" Christians on the other. 
Though, in respect to the American war, efficient in the distribution of Franklin's 
letters, no papers issued from htm showing that his great literary and polemical 
abilities were enlisted in the American cause. 
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She lias begun to burn our seaport towns ; secure, I suppose, that we 
shall never be able to return the outrage in kind.* She may doubtless 
destroy them all ; but, if she wishes to recover our commerce, are these 
the probable means f She must certainly be distracted, for no trades- 
man out of Bedlam ever thought of increasing the number of his cus- 
tomers, by Knocking them on the head, or of enabling them to pay their 
debts, by burning their houses, If she wishes to have ns subjects, and 
that we should submit to her as our compound sovereign, she is now 
giving us such miserable specimens of her government that we shall 
ever detest and avoid it as a complication of robbery, murder, famine, 
fire, and pestilence. 

You will have heard, before this reaches you, of the trpaeherous con- 
duct of General Gage to. the remaining people in Boston, in detaining 
their goods, after stipulating to let them go out with their effects, on 
pretense that merchants' goods were not effects ; tbe defeat of a great 
body of his troops by the country people at Lexington ; some other 
small advantages gained in skirmishes with their troops ; and the action 
at Bunker's Hill, iu which they were twice repulsed, and the tbird time 
gained a dear victory. Enough has happened, one would think, to con- 
vince your ministers that the Americans will figbt, and that this is a 
harder nut to crack than they imagined. 

We have not yet applied to any foreign power for assistance, nor 
offered our commerce for their friendship. Perhaps we never may ; yet 
it is natural to think of it, if we are pressed. We have now an army 
on the establishment, which still holds yours besieged. My time was 
never more fully employed. In the morning, at G, 1 am at the com- 
mittee of safety, appointed by the assembly, to put the province in a 
state of defense, which committee holds till near 9, when I am at the 
Congress, and that sits till after 4 in aiternoou. Both these bodies pro- 
ceed with the greatest unanimity, and their meetings are well attended. 
It will scarce be credited in Britain that men can be as diligent with 
us from zeal for the public good, as with you for thousands per annum. 
Such is the difference between uncorrupted new states and corrupted 
old ones. 

Great frugality and great industry are now become fashionable here, 
Gentlemen, who used to entertain with two or three courses, pride them- 
selves now in treating with simple beef and pudding. By these means, 
and the stoppage of our consumptive trade with Britain, we sball be 
better able to pay our voluntary taxes for the support of our troops. 
Our savings in the article of trade amount to near five millions sterling 
per annum. 

I shall communicate your letter to Mr. Wiuthrop; but the camp is 
at Cambridge, and he has as little leisure for philosophy as myself. 
Believe me ever, etc. 

B. Franklin. 



* See Introduct ion, J '22. 
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Franklin to a friend in England (probably Hartley).* 

Philadelphia, 3 October, 1775, 
Dear Sir: I wish as ardently as you am do for peace, and should 
rejoice exceedingly in co-operating with yon to that end. But every 
ship from Britain brings some intelligence of new measures that tend 
more and more to exasperate; and it seems to me, that until you have 
found by dear experience the reducing us by force impracticable, you 
will think of nothing fair and reasonable. 

We have as yet resolved only on defensive measures. If you would 
recall your forces and stay at home, we should meditate nothing to 
injure you. A little time so given for cooling ou both sides would have 
excellent effects. But you will goad and provoke us. You despise us 
too much ; and you are insensible of the Italian adage, that there is no 
little enemy. I am persuaded that the body of the British people are 
our friends; but they are changeable, and by your lying gazettes may 
soon be made our enemies. Our respect for them will proportionally 
diminish, and I see clearly we are on the high road to mutual family 
hatred and detestation. A separation of course will be inevitable, ft 
is a million of pities so fair a plan as we have hitherto been engaged 
in, for increasing strength and empire with public felicity, should be 
destroyed by the mangling hands of a few blundering ministers. It 
will not be destroyed ; God will protect and prosper it, you will only 
exclude yourselves from any share in it. We dear that more ships and 
troops are coming out. We kuow that you may do us a great deal of 
mischief, and are determined to bear it patiently as long as we can. 
But, if you natter yourselves with beating us into submission, you know 
neither the people nor tlie country. Tie Congress are still sitting, and 
will wiiit the result of their last petition. 
Ycurs, etc., 

B. Franklin. t 



Franklin to Priestley.* 

Philadelphia, 3 October, 1775. 
Dear Sib: I am to set out to-morrow for the camp, and, having but 
just heard of this opportunity, can only write a line to say that I am 
well and hearty. Tell our dear, good friend Dr. Price,§ who sometimes 

* 8 Sparks' Franklin, 161 ; 5 JJijjelow's Fraukliu, 540, 

t Sparks adds in a- note: "Tins letter was first printed in Mr. Vauglian's edition, 
but without the name of thfl person to whom it was written, and it has never since 
been made public. Probably it was David Hartley." As to Hartley, see in trod notion. 

i igy. 

(8 Sparks' Krauklin, 1C>0; 5 Brguiow's Franklin, 539, 

{Richard Price was Itom in Wales, in February, 1723; was educated for the dis- 
senting ministry, ami in early life occupied several ministerial positions. He did not 
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has his doubts and despondencies about our firmness, that America is 
determined acd unanimous, a very few lories and placemen excepted, 
who will probably soon export themselves. Britain, at the expense of 
three millions, has killed one hundred and fifty Yankees this campaign, 
which is twenty thousand pounds a head; ami at Bunker's llill she 
gained a mile of ground, half of which she lost again by our taking post 
on Ploughed Hill. Daring the same time sixty thousand children have 
been born in America. From these data his mathematical head will 
easily calculate the time and expense necessary to kill us all, and con- 
quer our whole territory. My sincere respects to , and to the 

club of honest whigs at . — . Adieu. 

1 am ever, yours, most affectionately, 

B. Franklin:* 



Secret Journals of CongreBa.t 

November 29, 1775. 

Resolved, That a committee of live be appointed for the sole purpose 
of corresponding with our friends in Great Britain, Ireland, and other 
parts of the world, and that they lay their correspondence before Con- 
gress when directed. 

Resolved, That this Congress will make provision to defray all such 
expenses as may arise by carrying on such a correspondence, and for 
the payment of such agents as they may send on this service. 

however, confine himself to theological questions, In 17139 be published a tract on 
reversionary payments, which had an immense circulation, and which contributed 
largely to the abolition of the evils which he attacked. This was followed, in 1772, 
by a paper on tbe national debt, to which it was said Pitt was indebted for his con- 
ception of tbo sinking fund. What, however, brought Price most prominently before 
tbe public on both sides of the Atlantic, was bis treatise on "Civil Lihcrty, and the 
justice and policy of the War with America." Of this work, which appeared in 1776, 
60,000 copies were distributed. Of his election by Congress to take charge of the 
finances of the United States, notice will be hereafter taken. {See index, title Price.) 
He was one of the school of political economists who attached themselves to Shel- 
hurue, and shared the sometimes capricious patronage of that eminent statesman. 
Dr. Price died in Loudon iu 1791. (See further as to Price, Franklin to Gates, Aug. 
28, 177G, infra.) 

"Mr. Sparks adds iu a note: "On the 30th of September Congress appointed Dr. 
Franklin, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. Harrison as a committee to confer with General Wash- 
ington concerning Iho best mode of supporting aud regulating tbo Continental Army. 
The committee proceeded to the camp at Cambridge, aud the conference was held on 
the lsth of October." (See 3 Washington's Writings (Spark's ed.), 123.) As to Har- 
rison, see note under date of Nov. 29, 1775, 

t MSS., Department of State. As to this committee, see Index, title Committee, 
Introduction, $J t03»# 
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The members cliosen, Mr. Harrisou,* Hi. Fraukliu, Sir. Johnson,? 
Mr. Dickinson, § mid Mr, Jay. J 

' Benjamin Harrison was bom in Berkeley, Charles City County, Virginia, in 174ft 
In 17(14 lie was a leading member of the house of burgesses, takiog strong ground iii 
opposition to the royal governor and to the stamp act. So great was his iiitlneuce 
and high his character that the governor nought to propitiate him by an offer of a 
seat in the council, which he declined. Sent by Virginia as a delegate to the first 
Continental Congress, he signed the Declaration of Independence, and was, during 
bis term of service, cbairmau of the board of war, and a member of the comma li e 
of foreign correspondence. Devotedly attached to Washington, with whom his rela- 
tions were peculiarly intimate, his course, when in Congress, was to sustain Wash- 
ington against that strong Congressional interest by which he was at the time opposed. 
This brought Harrison into collision with the " Lees and Adamses," to take the dvsigna- 
tiou already noticed. (Introdnction, 5 II.) It may have been through the dominant 
influence of Richard H. Lee that Harrison was dropped from Congress at the clo>e 
of 1777. He was then elected to the Virginia house of burgesses, of which he was 
speaker until 173$, wheu he was elected governor, which post he tilled nntil 1785. lu 
the Virginia legislature he gave effective support to the proposition to vest in Cou- 
gress the powerof levying imposts. He died in April, 1791. His sou, William Henry, 
and the grandson of the latter, bearing the name of Benjamin Harrison, have been 
elected Presidents of the United States. 

Both in John Adams' published journals and letters, and in the Lee papers, Har- 
rison Is singled out for particular censure and ridicule, indolence and luxury and 
undue conservatism being charged against him, coupled with censures on Washing- 
ton for placing such confidence on him. Yet it must be remembered that Harrison 
placed, what some of his critics were unable to do, a large estate in the Revolutionary 
cause ; that he was a determined advocate as well as signer of the Declaration of 
Independence ; that he served gallantly in the field ; and that the fact that Wash- 
ington, who knew hira well, trusted him so implicitly, and employed him in such 
confidential service, is the strongest proof of the error of those by whom he was 
assailed. The real ground of hostility was Harrison's consistent maintenance of the 
position that the war could not lie successfully waged by Congressional committees, 
and that the commander-in-chief should be invested with co-ordinate executive 
functions. 

t Thomas Johnson was born in Calvert County, Maryland, in November, 1733. H« 
was an active patriot in the Maryland house of delegates from 17S2 to 1773; aud in 
1775 was a deputy from Maryland in the Continental Congress. He took a particu- 
larly active position in Maryland affairs, being for some time the leader in that mute's 
Revolutionary politics, though his election to Congress was from time to time renewed. 
On February 14, 1777, he- was elected governor of Maryland. He was a strong sop- 
porter of the Federal Constitution, and after serving on the Maryland supreme court, 
was, in November, 1791, appointed by Washington a judge of the Supreme Conrt of 
the United States. Resigning in 1793, and declining the post of Secretary of Slate, 
tendered htm by Washington, the only ofiice he afterwards held was that of commis- 
sioner, with Stuart aud Carroll, for the laying ont of the city of Wash in "ton. H« 
died at Rose Hill, Maryland, in October, 1819. 

t See Introdnction, § 155. 

5 John Dickinson was bom in Maryland in 1732, and, after studying law in Phila- 
delphia, and afterwards in London, settled in Philadelphia, where, in his own rigbl 
and that of his wife, he possessed a considerable estate. In 1764, as a member o£ ib» 
provincial assembly, and in 1765, as a delegate to the first Colonial Congress be took 
decided patriot ground ; aud he pursued the same course as a member of the firat 
Continental Congress of 1774. From him came a series of state papers of euiiuenf 
ability, aud which, vindicating the positions then assumed by Chatham drew strong' 
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December 2, 1775. 
Resolved, That the committee of correspondence be directed to use 
their endeavors to find out and engage in the service of the United 
Colonies skilful engineers, not exceeding four, on the best terms they 
can ; and that the said committee be authorized to assure such able 
and skilful engineers as will engage in the service that they shall 
receive such pay and appointments as shall be equal to what they have 
received in any former service. 



Franklin et al., committee of secret correspondence, to Arthur Lee.* 

Philadelphia, December- 12, 1775. 

Sib: By this conveyanee we have the pleasure of transmitting to 
you sundry printed papers, that such of them as you think proper uiay 
De immediately published in England. 

We have written on the subject of American affairs to Monsieur C. 
G. F. Dumas,t who resides at The Hague. We recommend to you to 
correspond with him, and to send through his hands any letters to us 
which you can not send more directly. He will transmit them via St. 
Eustatia. [When you write to him direct your letter thus: "A. Mons. 
C. Gr. F. Dumas, chez Mad 16 - V. Loder, a la Hague, and put it under 
cover directed to Mr. A. Stuchy, merchant, at Kotterdam.] J 

Mr. Story may be trusted with any dispatches you think proper to 
send us. You will be so kind as to aid and advise hiin.§ 
/it would be agreeable to Congress to Jtnoiv the disposition of foreign 
powert towards us, and we hope this object will engage your attention. 
We need not hint that great ^circumspection and impenetrable secrecy are 
necessary. The Congress rely on your zeal and abilities to serve them, 
and will readily compensate you for whatever trouble and expense a 

encomiums from that great statesman. At the date of the proceedings in the text 
he was among the foremost in the maintenance of American rights as against British 
oppression. But he could not make up his mind to vote for the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, which he thought premature. This, however, did not indicate auy failure 
of interest in independence, as he enlisted as a private in the army, serving as such 
with much devotion, until in October, 1777, lie was commissioned as brigadier- gen- 
eral. In 1780 he was president of Delawarp ; in 1782- 84 president of Pennsylvania ; 
and he was afterwards a member of the convention which reported tho Federal Con- 
stitution, which liu warmly espoused. From him came, in 1767, the "Farmer's let- 
ters," which were edited by Franklin, and which hud an immense circulation, and 
exercised a great influence on behalf of the American cause. Id 1797 he published a 
series of papers for the purpose of again arousing a friendly feeling toward France. 
He died in Wilmington, Delaware, in February, 1808. 

* MSS., Department of State; 1 Arthur Lee's Life, 53 ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 
379, w ith omissious. 

tC. W. F. Dumas ; see Introduction, 5 185; Indes, title Dumas. 

(Passage in brackets omitted in Sparks' ed, 

{ See Index, title Story. 
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compliance with Their desire may occasion. Wo remit you for the 
present £200.,/ 

Whenever yon think the importance of your dispatches may require 
it, we desire you to send an expre^j boat with them from England, for 
which service your agreement with the owner there shall be fulfilled by 
us here. 

We can now only add that we continue firm in our resolutions to 
defend ourselves, notwithstanding the big threats of the ministry. We 
nave just takeu one of their ordnance storeships, in which an abund- 
ance of carcasses and bombs, intended for burning our towns, were 
found. 

With great esteem, we are, sir, your most obedient, humble servants, 

B. Franklin. 
John Dickinson. 
John Jay. 



Franklin to Dumas.* 

Philadelphia, December 19, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I received your several favors of May 18, June 30, 
iind July 8, by Messrs. Vaillaut & Pochard, whom, if I could serve 
upon your recommendation, it would give me great pleasure. Their 
total want of English is at present an obstruction to their getting any 
employment among us; but 1 hope they will soon obtain some knowl- 
edge of it. This is a good country for artificers or farmers, but gentle- 
men of mere science in le& belles-lettres can not so easily subsist here, 
there being little demand for their assistance among an industrious 
people, who, as yet, have not much leisure for studies of that kind. 

I am much obliged by the kind present you have made us of your 
edition of Vattel. It came to us in good season, when the circumstance 
of a rising State make it necessary frequently to consult the law of 
nations. Accordingly, that copy which I kept (after depositing one in 
our own public library here, and sending the other to the College of 
Massachusetts Bay, as you directed) has been continually in the hands 
of the members of our Congress now sitting, who are much pleased with 
your notes and preface, and have entertained a high and just esteem 
for their author. Your manuscript "Idee sur le Gouvernement et ia 
Boyaute," is also well relished, and may, in time, have its effect. I 
thank yon, likewise, for the other smaller pieces which accompanied 
Vattel. "£e court Expose tie ce qui est passe entre la Cour Britaniqueet 
les Colonies" etc., being a very concise and clear statement of facts, will 
be reprinted here for the use of our new friends in Canada. The trans- 

*5 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Con-., 185; given in 8 Sparks' Franklin, 162, lad 5 BigelWl 
Franklin, 541, as of Dec. 9, 1775; as to Dtuuas, atse introduction, $ 185 ■ Index tills 
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lations of tlie proceedings of our Congress are very acceptable. I send 
you herewith what of them has been further published here, together with 
a few newspapers, containing accounts of some of the successes Provi- 
dence has favored us with. 

We are threatened from England with a very powerful force to come 
next year against us. We are making all the provision in our power 
here to prevent that force, and wo hope we shall be able to defend our- 
selves. But as the events of war are always uncertain, possibly, after 
another campaign wo may find it necessary to ask aid of some foreign 
power. It gives us great pleasure to learn from you that "all Europe 
wishes us the best success in the maintenance of our liberty." But we 
wish to know whether any one of thein, iroru principles of humanity, 
is disposed magnanimously to step in for the relief of an oppressed peo- 
ple, or whether if, as it seems likely to happen, we should be obliged to 
break off all connection with Britain, and declare ourselves an inde- 
pendent people, there is any state or power in Europe who would he 
willing to enter into an alliance with us for the benefit of our commerce, 
which amounted, before the war, to near seven millions sterling per an- 
num, and must continually increase, as our people increase most rapidly. 
Confiding, my dear friend, in your good will to lis aud our cause, and 
in your sagacity and abilities for business, the committee of Congress, 
appointed for the purpose of establishing and conducting a corre- 
spondence with our friends in Europe, of which committee I have the 
honor to be a member, have directed me to request of you that, as you 
are situated at Tbe Hague, where ambassadors from all the courts 
reside, you would make use of the opportunity which that situation 
affords you of discovering, if possible, the disposition of the several 
courts with respect to such assistance or alliance, if we should apply 
for the one or propose for the other. As it may possibly be necessary, 
in particular iustauces, that you should, for this purpose, confer directly 
with some great ministers, and show them this letter as your credential, 
we only recommend it to your discretion that you proceed therein with 
such caution as to keep the same from the knowledge of the English 
ambassador, and prevent any public appearance, at present, of your 
being employed in any such business, as thereby, we imagine, many 
inconveniences may be avoided, and your means of rendering us service 
increased, 

Tliat you may be better able to answer some questions which will 
probably he put to you concerning our present situation, we inform you 
that the whole continent is very firmly united, the party for the meas- 
ures of the British ministry being very small and much dispersed ; that 
we have had on foot the last campaign an array of near twenty- 
five thousand men, wherewith we have been able, not only to block tip 
the king's army in Boston, but to spare considerable detachments for 
tlie invasion of Canada, where we have met with great success, as the 
5 ws- VOL II 
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printed papers sent herewith will inform you, and hare now reason to 
expect that whole province may be soon in our possession ; that wi- 
purpose greatly to increase our force for the ensuing year, and thereby 
we hope, with the assistance of well-disciplined militia, to bo able to 
defend our coast, notwithstanding its great extent; that we have 
already a small squadron of armed vessels to protect our coasting 
trade, which have had some success in taking several of the enemy's 
cruisers and some of their transport vessels and store-ships. This little 
naval force we are about to augment, and expect it may be more con- 
siderable in the next summer. 

We have hitherto applied to no foreign power. We are using the 
utmost industry in endeavoring to make saltpeter, and with daily in- 
creasing success. Our artificers are also everywhere busy in fabricat- 
ing small arms, casting cannon, etc. Yet both arms and ammunition 
are much wanted. Any merchants who would venture to send ships 
laden with those articles might make great profit; such is the demand 
iu every colony, and such generous prices are, and will be, given, of 
■which, and of the manner of conducting such a voyage, the bearer, 
Mr. Story,* can more fully inform yon. And whoever brings in those 
articles is allowed to carry oft' the value in provisions to our West 
Indies, where they will fetch a very high price, the general exportation 
from North America being stopped. This yon will see more particu- 
larly in a printed resolution of the Congress. 

We are iu great want of good engineers, and wish yon could engage 
and send us two able ones in time for the next campaign, one acquainted 
with field service, sieges, etc., and the other with fortifying sea-ports.t 
They will, if well recommended, be made very welcome, and bavw 
honorable appointments, besides the expenses of their voyage hither, 
in which Mr. Story can also advise them. As what we now request of 
you, besides taking up your time, may put you to some expense, we 
send you, for the present, inclosed a bill for one hundred pounds 
sterling to defray such expenses, and desire you to be assured that 
your services will be considered and honorably rewarded by the Con- 
gress. 

We desire also that you would take the trouble of receiving from 
Arthur Lee, agent for the Congress iu England, such letters as may be 
sent by him to your care, and of forwarding them to us with your dis- 
patches. When you have occasion to write to him to inform him of 
anything which it may be of importance that onr friends there should 
be acquaiuted with, please to send your letters to him under cover, 
directed to Mr. Alderman Lee, { merchant, on Tower Hill, London, and 
do not send it by post, but by some trusty shipper, or other prudent 
person, who will deliver it with his own hand. And when you send to 
us, if you have not a direct safe opportunity, we recommend sending 

" See index, title Story. tSce introduction, $ 78. 

; William I.c« ; w;« introduction, »j ljt ?-. 
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by way of St. liustatia, to the care of Messrs. llobert and Cornelius 
Stevens, merchants there, who will forward your dispatches to me. 
With sincere and great esteem and respect, I am, etc., 

B. Franklin. 



Franklin to Charles Lee.* 

Philadelphia, February 11, 1776. 
Dear Sir : The bearer, M. Arundel, is directed by the Congress to 
repair to General Schuyler, iu order to be employed by him in the 
artillery service. He proposes to wait ou you in his way, and has re- 

* H Sparks' Franklin, 169 ; 6 Bigelow's Franklin, 1. 

Charles Lee was bom ia Cheshire, England, in 1731, and was the youngest son of 
General John Lee, and of Isabelle, daughter of Sir Henry Bunbury, In his early life 
he was left to pick up such desultory education as he could during the absence of 
his parents from England : but in this way, when iu Switzerland, he became familiar 
with the French, German, aud Spanish languages, devoting himself particularly to 
the study of military affairs. He was commissioned as lieutenant in 1751, and served 
under Braddock in 1755, being with hiui at the Pittsburgh defeat. Afterwards, when 
attached to Sir William Johnson, at Albany, he became so much charmed, as he 
declared, with Indian life, as to accept an adoption into the Mohawk tribe. This, 
however, did not prevent his purchase of a captain's commission in the British serv- 
ice. He remained iu full and lively action in this service until 1763, when, ou the 
disbanding of bis regiment, he was reduced to half pay. As an officer of a British 
contingent sent to Portugal in 1762, he achieved some distinction. In 17)32-63 he 
published in England a series of papers ou colonial policy, which incensed the 
ministry by their violence, and annoyed the opposition by their extravagance ; and, 
finding himself iu this way out of the lino of English promotion, he visited Poland, 
and thero obtained titular rank from King Stanislas Augustus. This appoint- 
ment was followed in 171.9, after an intermediate visit by him to England, by a com- 
mission as major-general, to serve in a campaign then organized against the Turks. 
In this campaign, which was hut brief, he was in constant turmoil with his superi- 
ors, and he consequently deserted Poiaud, and spent some time in the south of 
Europe, where he fought a duel in which he lost a finger. In May, 1772, he suc- 
ceeded in having his half-pay grade raised to that of liuutenaut-colonol; hut this 
imperfect promotion only irritated him, and in the autumn of 1773 lie sailed to New 
York, looking forward to the new world, then seething iu trouble, to give him 
that active and eongeniitl service which he was denied in the old. He had barely 
reached New York before ho began to publish revolutionary tracts; and, iu the 
capacity of a distinguished military expert, he attended the first Continental Con- 
gress. Impressed with the idea that landed property in America would add to his 
distinction, he purchased an estate in Berkeley County, Va., near to that of General 
Gates, with whom he was ou intimate terms. In June, 1775, be was made second 
major-general in the Continental ariny, Ward, then in command of Cambridge, rank- 
ing him. Charles Lee was incensed at this "degradation," and circulated a series of 
contemptuous papers ou both Washington aud Ward. He obtained from Congress 
an agreement to indemnify him for any losses he may have or might sustain from his 
serving America, and shortly afterwards resigned his commission iu the British 
army, the emoluments of which he had previously continued to receive. When at 
Cambridge he entered into a chimerical correspondence with Burgoyne, his old com- 
mander, as to terms of reconciliation. After various adventures in the service, iu 
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quested me to introduce him by a line to you, tic lias been an officer 
in the French service, as you will see by his com missions; ami, pro- 
fessing a good will to our cause, I hope he may be useful in instructing 
our gmmers and matrosses. Perhaps ho may ad rise in opening the 
nailed cannon. I received the inclosed the other day from an officer, 
Mr. Xewland, who served in the two last wars, and was known by 
General Gates, who spoke well of him to me when 1 was at Cambridge. 
He is desirous now of entering into your service. I have advised him 
to wait upon you at New York. 

They still talk big in England aud threaten hard; but their language 
is somewhat oi viler, at least not quite so disrespectful to us. Uy de- 
grees they come to their senses, but too late. I fancy, for their interest. 

which Iris efficiency became a matter of doubt, lie obtained from Congress, in pursu- 
ance of the prior arrangement, §30,000, to indemnify him for his pecuniary losaea iu 
their service. In October, 1776, lie beeame first major-general (through Ward's res- 
ignation), aud there is no doubt that iu his capacity of commander of the left wing 
on Harlem Heights, his disobedience of Washington's orders, in November of that 
vear, forced Washington's retreat. At this time began his intrigues against Wash- 
ington. On December 13, having selected as his headquarters Baskenridge, four inileB 
from his army, ho was there captured by a party of British dragoons aud carried to 
New York. 

In Jones' History New York, I, 17..!, that learned tory historian, who was resident in 
the British liues at the time, says, in reference to Lee's treatment when an alleged 
prisoner, that he " was confined in the council chamber in the City Hall, one of the 
gentcelest public rooms in the city, square, compact, tight, and warm. A sentry, it 
is true, stood at his door. His fire wood and candles were provided for him. He 
had directions to order a dinner every day from n public house sntlicient for six peo- 
ple, with what liquor he wanted, and of what kind he pleased. He had the privi- 
lege of asking any five friends ho thought proper to dine with him each day. This 
was all furnished at the expense of the nation. Hull, who kept the City Arms in 
New York, waiteii on him by General Howe's orders, with a bill of fare every morn- 
ing, and Leo ordered his own dinner and his own liquors. It was cooked at Hull's, 
and always on the table at the time appointed. His servant had free access to him 
at all times/' 

The probability is, that with characteristic versatility, he put himself in the way 
of being captured, aud having deserted the British cuiise for the American, ho cuii- 
cluded, by way of set-off, to desert the American canso for the British, The treatment 
he received, which was very different from what ho reported to his American friends, 
shows that he was soon on good terms with the Howes; and we know that he went 
so far as to disclose to them all lie 1; new oT American operations, aud that he prepared 
for them a plan of operations for their next campaign. This plan remained among the 
Howe papers, undisclosed, until l<Jf>7, when a/«o simile of it was published iu George 
H. Moore's tract ou the "Treason of Charles Lee," New York, 1858, The writing i» 
that of Charles Lee, and the indorsement, "Mr. Lee's plau, 29 March, 1777," is in tbo 
hand of the secretary of Lord Howe. The plan was subsequently adopted by the 
Howes. Notwithstanding this perfidy, Charles Leo, his exchange having been effected 
through Washington's earnest exertions, resumed his command. To his disgraceful 
conduct at the battle of Monmouth the first repulse at that battle is chargeable; and 
he was sent to the rear by Washington, aud after an angry letter by him, was placed 
under arrest. He was tried, and foqnd guilty of making a shameful retreat, and of 
disrespect to his commander. He was sentenced to suspension for a year; but Ins 
abuse of Washington was so intemperate that he was challenged by Colonel John 
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We have got a large quantity of saltpeter (one hundred and twenty 
tons and thirty more expected). Powder-mills are now wanting. I 
believe we must set to work and make it by hand. But I still wish, with 
you, that pikes could be introduced, and I would add bows and arrows. 
These were* good weapons not wisely laid aside: * 

(1) Because a man may shoot as truly with a bow as with a common 
musket. 

(2) Ho can discharge four arrows in the time of charging and dis- 
charging oue bullet. 

(3) Uis object is not taken from his view by the smoke of bis own side. 

(4) A flight of arrows, seen coining upon them, terrifies and disturbs 
the enemy's attention to their business. 

Laurens and wounded in the arm. Yet, eveu after the court- martial, tliere was, as 
we have Been (Introduction, j 11), a strong feeling for Lee among his Virginia name* 
sakes; the proceedings against him wore declared unjust; and his promotion to the 
head of the army at least covertly urged, Gates' pretension being advanced as a cover. 
But a few months after his suspension, when his conduct was regarded as at least 
irreconcilable with common sense (his treason not being then known), he wrute to 
Congress letters so insolent that lie was dismissed from the service, lie died in Phil- 
adelphia in October, 1782; and bis will contained the provision that he should not be 
buried within three miles of a ''Presbyterian meeting-house, conventicle, or schism 
shop," ho identifying Presbyterians and Republicans. Yet he was buried in Christ 
church grounds, almost in the same block with a Presbyterian church. 

It is not necessary, in order to explain Charles Lee's misconduct prior to his capt- 
ure, to suppose thai, he originally entered into the American service with the design 
of betraying it to Britain. We may rind an explanation of that conduct without 
resorting to this extreme hypothesis. In the first place the high rank assigned to him 
at the outset in tho American army was obtained by him by deception, which shows 
his character to have been essentially false. Specious he undoubtedly was, or he 
could not have produced so general impressions of bis great military exploits; but 
most of these exploits, like bis authorship of the Junius papers, were fabrications. 
He did not achieve the distinction in Europe he claimed to have achieved ; he did not 
possess the military accomplishments of which he boasted; a part of his misconduct, 
therefore, maybe imputed to his incompetency. Of Ilia conduct in the French -English 
Seven-years' war, Jones, a reliable authorit) (2 History of New York, 350), snyst "He 
was under more arrests, had more court-martials held upon him and more courts 
nf inijuiry into his conduct than all the officers of the army put together. He 
was thought by many to be insane, and was knofra by the name of 'Mad Leo.'" 
Hut whatever may have been the exteut of bis "madness," he was destitute 
not merely of adequate professional capacity, bat of patriotism, and of profes- 
sional loyalty ; and to these defects was added a perversity of character which 
exhibited itself in an uncontrollable jealousy of any authority under which he was 
at the time placed. Ifesliowed these qualities under whatever allegiance he accepted. 
When his achievements under foreign governments were examined closely, it was 
found that in no ease did it appear that he was true to any one of these governments. 
It was, for instance, as disloyal as woll as dishonorable in him to have continued to 
draw bis salary as a British officer during the period when he was concerting, with 
the American authorities, plans for the overthrow of the British army, as it was for 
him afterwards, when holding an American commission, to concert plans with tho 
British authorities for the destruction of tho American army. In a turbulent per- 
versity of temper, however, which made him untrue to his superiors, whoever they 
might be, and in an utter want of loyalty to any country or any cause, he was always 
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(«) An arrow striking in any part of a man puts liim kors Au combat 
till it is extracted. 

(6) Bows and arrows are more easily provided everywhere than 
mnskets and ammunition. Polydore Virgil, speaking of one of our 
battles against the French in Edward the Third's reign, mentions die 
great coufusion the enemy was thrown into sagittarum nube, from the 
English, and concludes: ~Ea res profevto dietu mirabilis, ut tantttx ae 
potens exercilu* a solis fere Angiitis sa git tar Us rictus fuerit ; adeo Anglut 
est mgittipotens, et id genus armornm valet. 

If so much execution was done by arrows when men wore some de- 
fensive armor, Low much more might be done now that it is out of use. 

I am glad yon are come to New York, but I also wish you could be 
in Canada, There is a kind of suspense iu men's minds here at pres- 

consistent ; and no doubt it waa with a knowledge of these characteristics that Yorke. 
British envoy at The Hague, sard of him that Lee was the worst present that America 
could receive. But there was an extreme of disloyalty in liia resumption of American 
command, and in his treachery at Monmouth, which buries hia character under a load 
of unparalleled infamy, and which reflecta no little discredit on the British authori- 
ties in New York in making him the subject of exchange. It is said tliat Clinton, 
who consummated this exchange, may not have known, as did the Howes, of Lee's 
treachery. But the Howes knew it, and preserved the evidence of it, at the very 
time they were negotiating the exchange; and for them to palm Lee off as a loyal 
American officer was as great a fraud as was the passing, which was charged uu their 
subalterns, of forged American money in exchange for produce. For Lee's own course 
after his exchange no terms of execration are too strong. IliB conduct at Monmouth 
was marked by a treason of which for depth of perfidy history affords noother example. 
Yet, such was his plausibility, and so great was the ignorance of his true character, 
that, even after he was convicted by court-martial, men of high personal honor, such 
as his Virginia namesakes, espoused, either tacitly or expressly, his cause, and his 
funeral at Philadelphia was attended, not merely by these friends, but by most of 
the leading government officials in the city. By Hamilton, however, if not by Wash- 
ington, his conduct at Monmouth was regarded aa explicable only On the ground of 
disloyalty, though of his actual treason at the time they had no information. (See 
3 Mag. of Amer. Hist., 265.) 

In the Reminiscences of Dr. William Read, 2 Gibbes' Doc. Hist. Rev., 255, it U said 
that on his reaching Monmouth " the battle was raging, General Washington having 
rallied General Lee's retreating columns, and ordered Lee in to the rear. Dr. Read 
saw General Lee standing at a tavern window with the landladv, and heard him call 
aloud to an officer riding by, and was told that the general asked, 'what newsf Ttifl 
officer replied: 'They are fighting on the plains of Monmouth, and the British gren- 
adiers have givon way;' when General Lee replied, 'that is a d d lie, the British 

grenadiers never give way. Were an angel to come from heaven and tell him so, he 
would say he was a liar!'" 

According to the London Chronicle for August 29-31, 1775, Lee's " title of general 
he owes to the rank he bore in Poland, as he was only lieutenant-colonel in our serv- 
ice. * * * He is an excellent scholar, and lived in great intimacy with several 
men of genius, particularly Mr. Colmau, who, it is said, he assisted with money to 



and a warmth of temper that rendered him impatient of restraint, and frequently 
involved him in trouble." As to Lee's eccentric conduct in Soath Carolina in Jaly, 
1776, see Drayton to Salvador, 2 Gibbes' Doc. Hist,, 28. 
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eat, waiting to see what terms will be offered from England. I expect 
none that we can accept; anil when that is generally seen, we shall be 
more unanimous and more decisive. Then your proposed solemn 
league and covenant will go better down, and perhaps most of yonr 
other strong measures will be adopted. I am always glad to hear from 
yon, but I do not deserve your favors, being so bad a correspondent. 
My eyes will now hardly serve me to write by night, and these short 
days have been all taken up by such a variety of business that I sel- 
dom can sit down ten minutes without interruption. God give you 
success. 

I am, with the greatest esteem, etc.,* 

B. Franklin. 



Arthur Lee to [party undetermined], t 

London, February 13, 1770. 
The inclosed will easily explain itself. The intelligence yon should 
observe, and take measures accordingly. A fund for necessary ex 
penscs should be fixed here, in such hands as can be confided in. You 
know who is to be trusted. From experience I can say {though with- 

* "General Lee now bad command in New York, anil was engaged in constructing 
works of defense. (See 1 Sparks' Life of Gouveruenr Morris, 7:">-88 ; and 3 Washington's 
Writings, 530, 273, 392.")— Sparks. 

t MSS. Department of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Corr., 380. 

As to this very important letter (taking it by itself and in connection with tlie 
inclosed which follow) two important points arc to bo considered : 

(1) Is it by Arthur Lee ? Tbt5 handwriting is evidently feigned, and there is no 
signature; and yet for nue who flourished in the Junius controversy as one of the 
admirers of Junius, sending an anonymous letter in si feigned hand would not be 
considered extraordinary. There is much similarity between the writing aud that of 
tlie mass of Arthur Lee's letters that follow. The opinions and the reference to his 
brother, R. H. L., who was knowu to entertain the same views as to superseding 
Washington, are consistent wilh Arthnr Lee's position; and to this is to he added 
the fact that the letter has been, as far back as the records show, Sled and 
bound with Arthur Lee's other letters ; was published as his in 1818 by Sparks, with- 
out, at that time or subsequently, any doubt as to its authenticity being expressed. 

(2) Was it addressed to Franklin for the purpose of being received by himf This 
seems improbable, because Franklin, even if he had not been in Canada at the time, was 
as Arthur Lee well kuew, closely attached to Washington, and would, therefore, for 
this and other reasons, he about the last persou to be invited into the combination 
whioh Richard H. Lee aud Samuel Adams wore then forming to get rid of Washing- 
ton. The package, it was remembered, was given to a private messenger to deliver. 
It is not improbable that the name of Franklin on the outside was as much a decoy 
as that of Golden ou the inside. The messenger was bound for Boston, and his 
instructions may have been to deliver the papers to Samuel Adams or Lovell. How 
they fell into Washington's hands will he hereafter noticed. Nor is it probable that 
Lee would have addressed to Franklin letters, as do those inclosed in the same cover 
as the above, complaining, as to a third party, of Franklin's appointment on the 
congressional committee, to whom the supervision of foreign affairs was intrusted. 

As to theso letters, and the attitude of the Lees to Washington, see introduction, 
}J 11, 153, 209. 
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out any connection or commerce with them) the Xmv England men an> 
fittest to be trusted in any dangerous or important enterprise. Show 
this only to I{, U. L„ of Virginia, ami be will guess from whence it 
comes. 

The intelligence, if it gets to hand in time, should be communicated 
as soou as possible to every part of America, that she may be pre- 
pared. 



A. Lee to Lieutenant-Governor Golden.* 

[Inclosed in tie foregoing. | 

. London, February 13, 177C. 

Dear Sir: Your letter of the 30th of November, 1775, announcing 
the appointment of a secret committee, reached me a few days siuce. 
Miscarriages will be manifold indeed if you have not frequently heard 
from me. All my solicitude has been about my letters reaching you; 
every disguise was necessary to effect that. 1 am, however, mini) 
obliged to the general for the step taken to secure me. [Yet I can not 
tell to what fatality it is owing, that of the five, two men of whom 1 
nave more diffidence than of any others, 1 had almost, said thro' the 
wliole continent ; that I may be explicit, the second and last,t are men 
whom I can not trust. If I am to commit myself into au unreserved 
correspondence, they must be left out, and the Ls. or tbe As. put into 
their places. This letter, therefore, is to you, sir, and not to the com- 
mittee, lean not imagine that what I desire can be deemed impertinent, 
when it is considered that the very purpose of its appointment is, so 
far as it relates to me, disappointed by the members. Tbe selection of 
them instead of inspiring confidence, gives me an apprehension which 
I did not feel while they were in the general mass.] J 

You will be curious to know what are the ministerial intentions, and 
their force for the next campaign. The following is their army upon 
paper: Hessians, 12,n00; Brunswickcrs, Wool feubu tiers, and Waldeek- 
era, 5,000 ; six regiments under Lord Cornwallis, 3,000; eight more to 
sail in the spring, 4,000; Highlanders, 2,000; now in America, 8,000. j 

The sailing and destination of this armament is thus: Those under 
General Lord Cornwallis are now embarked at Cork, and wait for sail- 
ing orders : their destination, Virginia. By the treaty just now signed, 

" MSrj., Department of State; I Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 380, with omissions jvud 
verbal changes. "The name of Lieuteiiaut-tiovernor Gulden, of New York, to whom 
this ami two other letter* are direcleil, was doubtless assumed by Mr, Lee for the pur- 
pose "f disguise, in case the letters should Gfcll into l]ir eueraiy'i bands. Colcfon urM 
a royalist.'' — Sparks. 

t Franklin and Jay, 

I Passage in brackets omitted in Sparks' cd. 

4 Aa to Arthur Lee's informal ion as to ISritish plans of campaign, see IntriidiietieD, 
$ 151. 
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the Germans are to lift ready on tbe 27/ th of this mouth to march to the 
sea coast, and embark, but for what part of America is not exactly 
known; the march by laud is near six weeks, so tbat they cau not sail 
before April. The second embarkation from Cork will be about the 
same time, and it seems probable tbat their destination will be against 
Canada, under General Burgoyne, who is soliciting tbat command. In 
tbe meantime, the Twenty-ninth Kegimeut, with General Carleton's 
brother, is to sail from hence immediately, to re-in force Quebec, sup- 
posing that they can get high enough up the river, as far as the Isle 
Orleans, to make good tbeir inarch by land. The regiments under Lord 
Oornwallis are tbe Thirty-seventh, Thirty third, Fifty-fourth, Fifteenth, 
Twenty-eighth, Forty-sixth ; those for the spring are tbe Thirty- fourth, 
Fifty third, Sixty-second, Third, Xiuth, Eleventh, Twentieth, Twenty- 
fourth. Lord Howe is appointed to the command at sea, but the com- 
mander on land is not known ; certain, however, it is, that there are 
two lieuteiiant-geuerals, and one of them old, that go with the Germans, 
so that it inustbeoneof great reputation and old in the service to cotn- 
imi nd over them. It is therefore conjectured Count dc Lippo will be 
tbe man. lie commanded the army in Portugal during the last war. 
They are taking up East India men for the transport service, eapposinjj- 
they will be able to beat off the cruisers. A great number of iirtfOery 
and wagon horses are to be SBnt, and a train of largo battering cannon is 
preparing, which, it would seem, cau only be intended against Quebec, 
should it be taken by General Montgomery. 

The English and Irish troops go with infinite reluctance, and strong 
guards are obliged to he kept upon the transports to keep them from 
deserting by wholesale. Tbe Germans, too, I am well informed, are 
almost mutinous ; but the Landgrave of Hesse is an absolute tyiant, 
and must he obeyed. It is therefore conceived that, if the Congress 
have proposals prepared in English and German, to distribute among 
them when they land, which no precautions can prevent, multitudes will 
desert. 

Upon the whole, the ministry, if everything favors them, may have- 
about thirty thousand men in America by the latter end of Juue. They 
Will have no horse but two regiments of light dragoons that are now 
there, and Burgoyne's, which is to go. If the Americans have horse 
well trained to the woods, it will harass such au army infinitely ; and, 
if they act upon the defensive, entrench well, harass them continually, 
cutoff their convoys— and, if ever they hazard an engagement, make 
their push upon one wing— it is imagined here tbat no general on earth 
can make the campaign decisive, and it is hardly possible this country 
cau stand another. They have found it impossible to recruit in Eng- 
land, Ireland, or Scotland, though the leading people of the last are to 
a man violently against America, They have therefore been obliged 
to draft from the other regiments to complete those which are going, 
so that, when the whole are embaiked, there will be scarce two thousand 
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men remaining in Ireland, and as many in England, besides the foot 
guards and cavalry. 1 am we It assured that tlie French Government 
will wink at the exportation of arms and ammunition. A general of 
the first abilities and experience would go over if be could have any 
assurance from the Congress of keeping his rank ; but that being very 
high, he would not submit to have any one but an American his superior, 
and that only in consideration of the confidence due to an American in 
a question so peculiarly American.* 

Let me have your opinion of all these things. The opposition gains 
ground, and the nation begins to feel ; but America must trust to lier 
own arm and Heaven for protection. The resolutions of January the 
2d do yon infinite honor, and will undoubtedly serve the cause. Your 
conduct, I trust, will be noble as that is great and good. I know your 
attachment to the country you have adopted. Prince Ferdinand's 
recommendation of the general mentioned above is in these words: '-.!« 
to experience, intelligence, and ralor, I do not know tchether another can be 
found to equal him." Tour letter of the 30th of November, 1775, cost 
19s. Gd. postage, there was so much superfluous paper. Would not a 
packet sent to some of the Canary Islands, and committed to proper 
care, reach us safest and soonest? If there is any friend there to lie 
trusted, the opportunities from thence hither are frequent. Cover 
mine, and address it to "John Horsfall, Treasurer, Middle Temple," 



The following correspondence, taken from 6 Force's Archives, 4th aeries, 500, prob- 
ably relates to tlie above letters. If so, it shows that if Washington received tbera 
in full, be declined, witb characteristic delicacy, to notice the paragraph leveled at 
himself, and his sending tho papers to Richard H. Lee instead of to Franklin, maj 
also be explained on the grouud that seeing that they were not really meant for 
Franklin, but contained exceptions to him, it was better that, instead of being for- 
warded to him, they should ho sent to the writer's brother, Richard H. Lee. 

G-eneral Washington to Richard Henry Lee. 

New Yokk, Mag 18, 17711 
Mv Dkar Sir: In great haste I write you a few lines to cover the iuclosed. Thcj 
came in the manner yon sec them, and as explained in Captain Langdon's letter to 
uie of May 10. I hesitated some time in determining whether I could, with juo- 
priety, select them from the rest, considering in what manner they came to my 
bands; btit asthere are some things in each which may serve to iirkate, I concluded 

'This may have been Count Broglie, anil referred to in D cane's letter to the commit- 
tee of secret correspondence, of Dec. 6, 1776, concerning which see note to that letter. 
Lee could not by this description liave bail in mi ml am- of the European officers who 
applied to Congress for commissions, since uo one of them had tbe rank of geneni 
As to Broglie, see lutrodncttou, 7ti, 77. Ami that 1'rince Ferdinand was not hinueH 
the proposed " generalissimo," appears from the subsequent recommendation of tlie 
"generafissimo" by Ferdinand. 
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it beet to send not only the one directed to you, but tbe otber also (to Dr. Franklin) 
under cover to yon, as you may communicate and secrete such parte as you like. I 
have uo time to add the necessity of vigorous exertions ; they are too obvious to need 
auy stimulus from me. Adieu, my dear sir. 
T aio most affectionately, your obedient 

George Washington. 

P. S. — Upon second thoughts, knowing that Dr. Franklin is in Canada, I send you 
a copy only of the letter to him (which I take to be from Dr. Lee) and the original 
to the doctor, 

(Tli in letter is also given in 2 R. H. Lee's Life, 11.) 

John Langdon to General Washington. 

Portsmouth, N. H., May 10, 177C. (Received May 21, 1776.) 
Sit! : This will be handed you by George Merchant, who nays he is oue of the rifle- 
men that, went from Cambridge under General Arnold to attack Quebec ; was taken 
prisoner crossing the river at that place, sent to England in irons; bas just returned 
by way of Halifax, from whence bo made bis escape, with some others, in a small 
boat. Ho arrived at Old York yesterday, when he informed tho committee of that 
place of his having letters from England, which he bad concealed in the waistband 
of his breeches. They thought fit to open tho letters, and seut them ou to the com- 
mittee of this place, who have directed me to despatch the man with the letters lo 
Congress, after having called on you in the way there. I have, therefore, furnished 
him with necessaries, and given strict directions to proceed with all possible desjMt eh 
to headquarters at New York, as express to your excellency, with tho eiiclosed let- 
ters, and as they contain matters of importance, uo doubt you will think proper to 
forward them to Congress. This man informs ns that tbe troops at Halifax are in a 
most deplorable condition for want of provision ; this is confirmed by several others 
who have escaped from thence and arrived at this place within these few days. 
I am, with the greatest respect, your most obedient servant. 

John Lajjodon. 

It is also to be observed that it is possible that "Lieutenant-Governor Colden" 
may, from his relations to the parties, have been williug to permit letters meant for 
" insurgents" to pass through his hands. This may be argued from the following 
letter purporting to have been addressed to him by Ralph Izard, whose wife was one 
of theDeLancey family, who ultimately took strong loyalist ground: 

"Weymouth (England), September 10, 1775. 

"Lieutenant-Governor Colden: 

"Dear Sib: It is long since I troubled you with a letter. I can never avoid politics, 
and while you were in the administration it might have been inconvenient to have 
had my letters to you scrutinized at the post-offiee. Tho gentlemen there have an 
insatiable curiosity. 

"You have had a great deal of trouble, and have conducted yourself to the satisfaction 
of all parties. This is a very difficult matter, and requires more than ordinary 
abilities to accomplish." 
After some passages in support of the revolutionary cause comes the following : 
"There has been some very unfair management at New York ; and if the scheme 
of disuniting that province from the rest of America had been accomplished, I can 
assure you that your office of lieutenant-governor would have been transferred to a 
certain gentleman, and you would have been left, after your long, troublesome, and 
faithful services, with another proof of the wickedness and ingratitude of the min- 
istry of this country. 

"Tbe troubles of America will, I am convinced, end greatly to her honor and 
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advantage; and I look forward with pleasure to the time when I shall be settled in Nut 
York. If tbe people there bad agreed in opinion with the assembly that event could 
never have taken place with any satisfaction or happiness to myself. 

"My brother Oliver is the hearer of thia. Ho is a very worthy young man, and )■ 
firmly attached to the cause of his country. * * * (Sic in reprint.) I beg you 
will not take the trouble of writing to uie. &fr*. DeLancey (bis daughter) is m goei 
as to men (ion yon frequently in her Utters, and her accounts of your health make us ra'y 
happy. 

'•Mrs Izard joins me in offering most affectionate regards to you and all your 
family." (IE, Izard's Correspondence, 125.) 

This letter has many marks of genuineness; and in view of the fact that many 
eminent men, such as Galloway, DnohiS, William Smith, and the DeLanccy family, 
who ultimately took decided loyalist grouud, kept, in 1775 and 1776, on good torui» 
with the revolutionary loaders, it would not be strange if Golden, like Galloway, 
permitted himself to become tbe medium through which letters might reach them. 
Arthur Lee and Izard were very intimate, and if Izard took this course it might 
naturally be followed by Arthur Lee. 

Coldeu's relations to Jay, Philip Livingston, and Alsop, and other leading pa Mints 
who were on the delegation to Cougress and on the New York coinmittoo of inspec- 
tion of November, 1774, is thus stated in a letter to Lord Dartmouth of December 
7, 1774 : 

"I was surprised to find such men joining with this committee, whose design is to 
execute the plan of the Cougress. I have at length discovered that they act with a 
view to protect the city from the ravages of tbe mob." It was on thia hypothesis 
that Golden kept up his correspondence with the leading patriots. (Coldeu Papura, 
Collections of New York Historical Society, 1877, 373.) 

But whatever might have been the willinguess of Coldeu to oblige hia friendi 
among the patriots, his power to do so ceased early in 1775. Thus ou May 31, 1775, 
he wrote from Spring Hill, Long Island, to which placn ho had retired, to O'-iif i-:il 
Gage, as follows : 

"All intelligence to government is intercepted, so that I can know nothing but the 
common reports and what is published in the newspapers." (Collections of New York 
Historical Society, 1877, 415.) 

From this time he had no control over tbe post-office, and bonce letters coming to 
Liui by mail, which had escaped English loyalist supervision on account of their 
address, would have been intercepted in Now York and distributed by the revolu- 
tionary committee, 

Ou June 7, 1775, ho wrote to Lord Dartmouth (id. 423): 

"The friends of Government saw no security for their persons or property but by 
joining tbe multitude." 



A. Lee to Lieutenant-Governor Colder).* 

London, February 14th, 1776. 
Dear Sir : [I received a few days siuce yours of tbe 30th of Novem- 
ber, 1775, informing me of the appointment of a secret committee, I 
am sorry, however, to say that the second and last upon the list are iiieu 
in whom I can not confide, aud I am not a little surprised that it should 
so happen that these two men are upon such a committee, while others 

- MSS. Dept. of State, In 4 Porce's Am. Archives, 4th scries, 1 Itf,, the letter ia given 
asin the text, but is addressed loDr. Franklin, which is manifestly an error. 1 Sparks' 
Dip. Rev. Corr., 383, with omissions and verbal changes. 
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are omitted with whom I am known to be in habits of communication 
and confidence. I therefore trust this with yon and not with the com 
mittee, in whom I can not repose any confidence until those two men 
are removed. I have written to you repeatedly and by some convey- 
ances which I think can not possibly miscarry.]* 

The inclosed list is the ministerial army upon paper. In effect, it 
will amount to about 15,000 Germans and 18,000 Eritish. Their desti- 
nation I can now give you with some certainty: 4,000 Brunswickers 
anil Waldeckers, with 500 Hessians from Han an, are now at Stade, a 
port iu llanover, ready for immediate embarkation, and destined for 
Canada, to bo joined by the Twenty-ninth regiment, and 1,000 drafted 
from the foot guards, under Colonel Matthews. There is to be another 
embarkation in the spring from Ireland for Canada, and the whole is to 
be commanded by General Burgoyne, and Carletou, I believe, recalled. 

The second body, being Hessians, are to march this d;iy for Stade, 
and the third on the 14th of next month ; these are for Boston. Lord 
Cornwallis, with six regiments, to sail immediately from Cork for Vir- 
ginia where General Clinton is to take the command. They have certain 
assurances of being joined by the Scotch in Virginia, and those on the 
borders of North Carolina, under the command of one McDonald. In 
the meantime, they have been directed to protect themselves ujylar a 
treaty of neutrality, Besides this land force, Lord Howe is to have a 
fleet of seventy-two sait to block up the coast. For this purpose, large 
ships are to bo statioued at the mouths of the great rivers, aud the rest 
are to cruise at some distance for the coast, three deep, but not iu file, 
so as to render it more difficult to cross them, as thus : ~- They are 
to get possession of New York aud Hudson River, so as to cut off all 
south and north communications ; and they have some idea of attack- 
ing Canada, too, by Montreal. Halifax is to be their naval magazine. 

Tiio Germans are commanded by two lieutenant- generals, of whom 
the eldest is named P. I leister, who has some military character. This is 
the favorable review of their plan. On the contrary, the whole army, 
native and foreign, is averse to the service, so that it is much appre- 
hended that if the provincials are dexterous in throwing among them 
advantageous propositions, and faithful in performing them, the deser- 
tion will bo immense. The British troops have not one in five that is a 
soldier ; the rest are boys and debilitated manufacturers, just recruited , 
at the reduced standard of 5 feet 4 inches. A vast number of the best 
subaltern officers have quitted the service. It is thought they will 
make Howe commander-in-chief, which must disgust the German gen- 
erals, who are much older. The expense will be immense, the difficulty 
of providing magazines immense, and another campaign hardly possi- 
ble. Lord George SackviUe is the minister, with absolute and hated 
authority even in the cabinet. [He is an imperious, rash, and unprin- 
cipled man, with moderate abilities and much plausibility, but totally 

"Passage iu brackets ouiitteil iu Sparks' uditiuu. 



78 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



under the counsels of your country men, who push this business with 
blind violence. | * 

Great expectations, too, are entertained from treachery in the pro 
vincials. Dr. Church 1 was in league with others, particularly Fleming 
the printer. This I have from ministerial authority, which may he 
depended on. They will also endeavor to depreciate the Congress paper 
by throwing in forged notes. A general of the first rank and abilities 
would go over, if the Congress would authorize any one to promise him 
a proper reception. This 1 had from Mr. Lee, agent for Massachusetts; 
but it must be secret with you, us I was uot to mention it. 



Franklin et al.. committee of secret correspondence, to Silas Deane.t 

Philadelphia, March 3, 1776. 

On your arrival iu France you will, for some time, be engaged in the 
business of pro riding goods for the Indian trade. This will give good 
countenance to your appearing iu the character of a merchant, which 
we wish you continually to retain among the French in general, it be- 
ing probable that the court of France may not like it should be known 
puwivly that any agent from the Colonies is in that country. When 
you come to Paris, by delivering Dr. Franklin's letter to Monsieur Le 
Roy, at the Louvre, and M. Dubourg,§ you will be introduced to a set 
of acquaintance, all friends to the Americans. By conversing with 
them you will have a good opportunity of acquiring Parisian French, 
and you will find in M. Dubourg a man prudent, faithful, secret, intel- 
ligent in affairs, and capable of giving you very sage advice. 

It is scarce necessary to pretend any other business at Paris than the 
gratifying of that curiosity, which draws numbers thither yearly, merely 
to see so famous a city. With the assistance of Monsieur Dubourg, 
who understands English, you will be able to make immediate applica- 
tion to Monsieur de Vergenues, ministre des affaires etrangeres, either 
personally or by letter, if M. Dubourg adopts that method, acquainting 
him that you are in France upon business of the American Congress, 
iu the character of a merchant, having something to communicate to 
him that may be mutually beneficial to France and the North American 
Colonies; that you request an audieuce of him, and that ho would he 
pleased to appoint the time and place. At this audience, if agreed to, 
it may be well to show him first your letter of credence, and then 
acquaint him that the Congress, finding that iu the common course of 
commercs, it was not practicable to furnish the continent of America 

■ Passage in bracketa omitted in Sparks' edition. As to Sackville (Germain), see 
introdnction, { 21n. 
tSee Introdnction, J 205. 

t 1 Spark Dip. Rev, Corr,, 5. Aa to Ibis committee, boo Introduction, j$ 103,/. 
J As to Dubourg, see Introduction, $ 74, 
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with the quantity of arras and ammunition necessary for its defense 
(the ministry of Great Britain having been extremely industrious to 
prevent it), yon have been dispatched by their authority to apply to 
some European power for a supply. That France had been pitched on 
for the first application, from an opinion that if we should, as there is 
a great appearance we shall, come to a total separation from Great 
Britain, France would be looked upon as the power whose friendship it 
would be fittest for us to obtain and cultivate. That the commercial 
advantages Britain had enjoyed with the Colonies had contributed 
greatly to her late wealth and importance. That it is likely great part 
of our commerce will naturally fall to the share of France, especially 
if she favors us in this application, as that will be a meaus of gaining 
and securing the friendship of the Colonies; and that as our trade was 
rapidly increasing with our increase of people, and, in a greater pro- 
portion, her part of it will be extremely valuable. That the supply we 
at present want is clothing and arms for twenty-five thousand men, 
with a suitable quantity of ammunition, and one hundred field pieces. 
That we meau to pay for the same by remittances to France, or through 
Spain, Portugal, or the French Islands, as soon as our navigation can 
be protected by ourselves or friends ; and that we, besides, want great, 
quantities of linens and woolens, with other articles for the Indian-^«tCfe, 
which you are now actually purchasing, and for which you asli no credit, 
and that the whole, if France should grant the otbnwsupplies, would 
make a cargo which it might be well to secure by a convoy of two or 
three ships of war. 

If you should find M. de Vergennes* reserved, and uot inclined to 
enter into free conversation with you, it may be well to shorten your 
visit, request him to consider what you have proposed, acquaint him 
with your place of lodging, that you may yet stay sometime at Paris, 
and that, knowing how precious his time is, you do not presume to ask 
another audience; but that, if he should have any commands for you, 
you will, upon the least notice, immediately wait upon him. If, at a 
future conference, he should be more free, and you find a disposition to 
favor the Colonies, it may be proper to acquaint him that they must 
necessarily be anxious to know the disposition of France on certain 
points, which, with his permission, you would mention, such as whether, 
if the Colonies should be forced to form themselves into au indepen- 
dent State, France would probably acknowledge them as such, receive 
their embassadors, enter into any treaty or alliance with them, for com- 
merce or defense, or both! If so, on what principal conditions! Inti- 
mating that you shall speedily have an opportunity of sending to 
America, if you do not immediately return, and that he may be assured 
of your fidelity and secrecy in transmitting carefully anything he would 
wish to couvey to the Congress on that subject. In subsequent con- 
versations you may as you find it convenient, enlarge on these topics 

J Aa to Vorgcutics, Roe Intruilu<st.iuu, Jj 50, JF. 
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that have been the subjects of our conferences with you, to which you 
may occasionally mill the well known substantial answers we usually 
give to the several calumnies thrown out against us. If these supplies 
on the credit of the Congress should be refused, you are to endeavor 
the obtaining a permissiou of purchasing those articles, or so much of 
them as yoa can find credit for. You will keep a daily journal of all 
your material transactions, and particularly of what passes in your 
conversation with great personages ; and yon will, by every safe oppor- 
tunity, furnish us with such information as may be important. When 
your business in Franee admits of it, it may be well to go into Holland, 
and visit our agent there, M. Dumas, conferring with him on subjects 
that may promote our interest, and on the means of communication. 

Yon will endeavor to procure a meeting with Mr. Bancroft* by writing 
a letter to him, under cover to Mr. Griffiths, at Turnuam Green, near 
Loudon, and desiring him to come over to you in France or Holland, on 
the score of old acquaintance. From him yoa may obtain a good deal 
of information of what is now going forward in England, and seltlea 
mode of continuing a correspondence. It may be well to remit a small 
bill to defray his expenses in coming to you, and avoid all political 
matters in your letter to him. You will also endeavor to correspond 
win, M r , Arthur Lee, agent of the Colonies in London. You will en- 
deavor to obtain acquaintance with M. Gamier, late charge des affair™ 
dc France en Atiglelerre, if now in France, or, if returned to England, a 
correspondence with him, as a person extremely intelligent and friendly 
to our cause. From him you may learn muuy particulars occasionally, 
that will be uselul to us. 

B. Fkanklin. 
Benj. Harrison. 
John Dickinson. 
Egbert Morris. 
John Jay. 



A. Lee to Mrs. B ache (Dr. Franklin's daughter), t 

London, March 19th, 1776. 
Dear Madam: I was promised, bat am disappointed, of an exact lint 
of the land forces to be employed in America the ensuing summer, hut 
the number will not, I am assured, exceed thirty-five thousand uieu. 
The plan long concerted, and uow to be executed, is to make the strong- 
est possible efforts by the way of Quebec and New York; the forces going 
to the former of these places are to cross the lakes and advance towards 
Albany until they meet the other army, which is to ascend Hudson 
Eiver from New York. The junction thus meditated is considered a< 

"A-f to B:incrofr, Me Introilm-tion, A 196. 

iMr^S, De|>t. of 8'ate. As to erronemisuea-i of A. Leu's predictions, ace inlnxlnc- 
tion, $4 150-151. 
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a measure that will surround the New England colonies, deprive them 
of all intercourse, succor and provisions from the southward, and thus 
produce their subjugation. One thousand troops have been some time 
embarked, and endeavoring to get out of the channel (under convoy), 
in order to enter the river St. Lawrence as soon as that river becomes 
navigable, and thereby to raise the siege of Quebec, or at least to assist 
it to hold out until the arrival of 12,000 Hessians, who are expected to 
be ready to sail for the same place (with General Burgoyne) early in 
April. With these troops will be sent out the frames of several sloops 
to be put together on the lakes, in order to enable the army to cross 
those waters with less delay ; and, if Quebec should have surrendered 
before any assistance arrives, it is expected the armament going thither 
will be sufficient to retake it very soon. Seven regiments, under Lord 
Cornwallis, convoyed by Sir Peter Parker, lately sailed from Ireland 
for Virginia, but by a severe storm the fleet was separated, and several 
of the transports, with some bomb ketches, are put back much dam- 
aged ; what is become of the rest we know not. Another part of the 
ministerial plan is to laud an army at Perth Am boy and march from 
thence to Philadelphia. Wagons aud two thousand draught horses are 
certainly embarking, in order to facilitate the operations of this cam- 
paign, aud particularly (it is confidently said at St. James's) in what 
relates to the proposed expedition from Perth Am boy to Philadelphia, 
and, it is also added, that some ships of war are to ascend the river 
Delaware in order to divide your attention and force during the march 
of the troops from Amboy. The friends of America took great pains 
in both houses of Parliament, last week and the week before, to excite 
administration to speak out, what terras they would accept from the 
Americans, aud the ministers and their friends unreservedly avowed 
ia both houses, that they would not treat with them while then had arms 
in their hands, and that they would nerer allow them any other mode 
of taxation than as contained in Lord North's proposition of February, 
Yi"i~>. In a word, unconditional submission is the language and inten- 
tion of the court, as they are induced to believe that the force going 
out will certainly produce it. I send you by this conveyance the treaties 
with the Landgrave of Hesse, etc., by which you will And the number 
of troops that these princes have furnished administration to butcher 
the king's subjects in America. May God inspire the Congress aud 
their constituents with true wisdom and fortitude in the discharge of 
their respective duties, aud may the savage machinations of their 
, adversaries be defeated ; aud that you may be blessed with health and 
spirits are the ardent aspirations of, my dear friend, 
Yours, etc. 

I have only to add that Col. G. L. goes out in the fleet with General 
'Burgoyne to Quebec, and takes with him £12,000 of goods to distribute 
in presents among the Indians. 
0 wn — vol ii 
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Franklin to Dumas. * 

Philadelphia, March 22d, 1776. 
Dear Sir: I wrote to you lately by Mr. Story.t and since by another 
conveyance. This litie will be delivered to you by Mr. Dearie, who 
goes over ou business of tlie Congress, and with whom you may freely 
cou verse on tbe affairs committed to yon in behalf of that body. I 
recommend him warmly to your civilities. Messrs. Vaillant ami 
Pochard continue close at their new business, and are already able tu 
subsist by it ; as tbey grow more expert, they will be able to make more 
mo Hey. 

Mr. Deaue will inform you of every thing here, and I need not add 
more than that I am, with esteem and respect, etc. 

B. Franklin. 



Arthur Lee to Lieutenant- Governer Colder], ! 

APRIL 15, 1776. 

Dear Sir: On the 7th ultimo tbe snow Dickinson,, Captain Mestoii, 
consigned to Messrs Moutaudouiue & Frere, at Nantes, was brought 
into Bristol by her crew, and delivered up, with all her papers. From 
these the ministry are apprised of all the ships which have beet; sent 
to the different ports of Fiance, and cruisers are dispatched into the 
Bay of Biscay to watch them. John Sands, mate of the Dickinson, 
had made memorandums, long before be left Philadelphia, of every 
material transaction, which shows a premeditated plan of treachery. 
The proceedings of the ministry, relative to this proof of the French 
interposition, have not yet transpired ; but France does not seem to be 
settled or spirited enough to enter into a war should England resent 
this business. 

On the 5th of this month a fleet sailed with 2.000 Brunswick troops and 
General Bnrgoyne ; § it is therefore understood that they are gone tosnfr 

*5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 190. 
t Sec hides, title Story. 

I MSS. Department of State; 5 Force's Archives (4th series), 941, bot without 
address; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 384, with omissions and verbal changes. 

i John Bnrgoyne was bora in England in L792 of n parentage as to which there is 
some doubt. Horace Walpole, on October 5, 1777, lluis speaks of him : 

" You ask the history of Burgoyue, the Pompons. He is a natural son of Lord 
Bingley, who put him into the entail of tbe estate, but when young Lane came if 
age the entail was enfc off. He ran away with the old Lord Derby's daughter, mi 
has been a fortunate gamester. Junius was thought unjust, as be was neversop' 
posed to do more than play very well, I have beard him speak in Parliament justs' 
be writes; for all bis speeches were written and labored, and yet neither in them nor 
in his conversation did he ever impress me with an idea of his having parts. Hei*. 
however, a very oseful commander, for he feeds the Gazette and the public, »S» 
the Howes and the war are so dumb." (Horace Walpole to Mason. Octobers, 17". 
6 Cunningham's Walpole, 4i)4.) 

But Walpole's intimation that Burgoyne was a natural son of Lord Bingley isdentf 
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cor Quebec. Six regiments, about 4,000 effective men, made up with Ger- 
man recruits, are now ready for sailing orders at Cork. It is probable 
that they too are destined to Quebec* The first divisions of the Hes- 
sians are not yet arrived, so that it is not likely the whole of them will 
sail till the latter end of May. They are, by stipulation, to serve 
altogether, and therefore will go to Boston or Long Island. It is sup- 
posed the provincials will possess the strong posts on Elizabeth River, 
which, if in the enemy's hands, will give them the command of Jersey, 
Stateu Island, etc. If the provincials always have redoubts in the 
front and flanks of their army, it is the opinion of the ablest in the 
profession thatr they will be better than entrenchments or lines, and 
will foil the regulars by breaking their line, or forcing them to sacrifice 
a number of men, which they can not afford. 

People here begin to feel the matter as very serious, since the publi- 
cations of Dr. Price and Lord Stair have convinced them that new 
taxes must be imposed for supporting this armament, which it is cer- 
tain will cost upwards of twelve millions. [This, therefore, is univers- 
ally believed to be the last effort of administration, and if they do not 

in a cote to 1 Jones' History of Now York, 631, and his father is there stated to he Sir 
John Bnrgoyne, "the third Baronet of Sutton," whatever this may he. It is further 
said that "the exigencies of party in the House of Commons induced Lord George 
Germaine to adopt the policy of conciliating the opposition by appointing Bnrgoyne, 
one of their friends," etc. But Germaiue was not the man to appoint an unsuitable 
general to conciliate an opposition which lie took every opportunity to defy; and 
when Burgoyne returned, and the issue was raised between him and the Howes, it 
was well understood that the opposition would not support him ou such ail issue. 
That Walpole's intimation was erroneous is also shown in Fonblanque's Burgoyne, 6. 

Burgoyne's licentiousness and luxury when in command have been already noticed. 
(Introduction, $ 23. ) He succeeded, however, in overcoming the aversion of the Earl 
of Derby, his father-in-law, who settled £:iOO a year on him, and left him a t his death 
in 1*76 £25,000. Burgoyne's first service was in 1761. Ho was elected to Parlia- 
ment in 1761 from Midhnrst, aud in 1768 he contested Preston at an expense of 
£10,000; but in consequence of alleged bribery on bis part in this contest he was 
prosecuted, and on conviction was fined £1,000. As a personal friend and supporter 
of the Duke of Grafton, and as having in some way offended the author of Junius, 
he became a favorite object of Jnnian invective. 

Burgoyne's first appearance in America in a military capacity was at the battle of 
Bunker Hill, where, however, he was not in command. He visited England in 1776, 
anil when in London had frequent conferences with Germaine, North, and George HI, 
when the attack on New York from Canada was planned, and he was selected to 
command the expedition. The character and results of his campaign are noticed 
above. 

On Burgoyne's return to England he was very coldly treated by the king, 3nd a 
court-martial was refused to him on the ground that a prisoner under parol could not 
he put on trial. (See Walpole to Mason, May 15, 1778; 7 Cnnuingham's Walpole, 
65.) Stung with what he thought hard treatment, he published a narrative of his 
campaign, laying great blame on Germaine and indirectly censuring Howe, In the 
House of Commons he went into violent opposition to the ministry, who tried to 
exclude him on the ground that being a paroled prisoner be was not eligible to a 
parliamentary seat, This position, however, was not sustained by Cornwall, and 

*As to these predictions, see introduction, J$ 150,151, 



84 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPOXPKSCK. 



succeed this campaign it will lie utterly impossible for them to find men 
or money for such another.] * The ships sent out are exceedingly ill. 
manned, and there is such a disposition to desertion among the German 
troops that if proper offers are made to them the ministerial people are 
much afraid they will desert in great numbers. They have hopes, how- 
ever, that divisions will take place among the provinces and in tlie 
Congress, as they are satisfied that firmness and unanimity will force 
their own terms. 

The city of Loudon has addressed the throne for an avowal of thv 
conditions on which peace is to be restored. The answer was. in effect, 
unconditional submission. You may reckou that in July the trooj h 
will be arrived , so as to enable General Howe to take the field. Lonl 
Howe, though he has accepted the command, is not yet sailed; he goes 
in the Eagle, of sixty-four guns. He is a brave man, hut has a very 
confused head, and is therefore very unfit for au extensive command. 
As there will not he above two liue-of-battle ships, if the Congress 
could procure five J iue-of- battle ships from the French and Spaniards, 
they might destroy or drive the whole British fleet from their coasts. 
Adien. 

vras not pressed by the ministry. Tbe wbigs, as a body, supported Bnrgoyne in hit 
assaults on the ministry, letting him understand, at the same time, that lie must sol 
attack the Hovrea, "who were also under whig influence. Burgoyne, finding hiutK-If 
in military disgrace, resigned his appointments ; hut when tbe Rockingham ministry 
came into power in 17~ * he was restored to bis rank and made commander-in-chief 
in Ireland. When the whijr* went out of power lie resigned again his milh arv i-mn- 
mission, retaining bis seat in tbe House of Commons, but chiefly devoting himself to 
literature, for which, on its dramatic side, be had a great taste. He died in 1792. In 
lrO~ his works were published in two volumes, containing, among other things, > 
vaudeville, tbe " Maid of the Oaks," written in 1774, a comic opera, "TbeLordof 
tbe Manor," produced in 1760, and " Tbe Heiress," which came out in t7rt3. 
On August 8, 1777, Walpole tbns wrote to Lady Ossory : 

"Have you read General Bnrgoyue's rhodomootade, in which bo almost prom: - - 
to cross America iu a hop, step, and a jump t I thought we were enred of hyperbola- 
He has sent over, too, a copy of his talk with tbe Indians, -which they say is still 
more supernatural. I own I prefer General Howe's taciturnity, who, at least, if ht 
docs nothing, does not break his word. It is supposed tbe latter is sailed to Boston, 
and the former has kicked Ticonderoga into one of the lakes. I don't know which; 
I am no geographer." {Walpole to Lady Ossorv, August 8, 1777 ; 6 Cunningham'* 
Walpole, 465.) 

On December 5. 1777, he wrote to tbe same correspondent : 

"I must own I had not sorted my feelings into different drawers, and there- 
fore can not one day pull out one, and grieve for burning a town or destroyin. 1 
beautiful province, and the nest day take out an assortment of compassion for ' 
army that marched under such a savage proclamation as Bnrgoyne's. The account 
that are come, own that the provincials have treated bim aud his fellow- prison* 
with tbe utmost humanity. On the other band I must contradict myself aud i» 
justice to General Clinton, who spared all he could when he took the two forts. 
have been horribly tbe aggressors ; and I must rejoice that the Americans are t»l 
free, as they had a right to be, and as I am sure they have shown they desem" 
be," (7 Cunningham's Walpole, 13.) 

* Passage in brackets omitted in Sparks' ed. 
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Verge imes to Beaumarehais.* 

Versailles, April 26, 1776, 
I have laid before the king's eyes, sir, the letter yon did me the honor 
to write to me, Tuesday, the 16th t and not the l'Jth, of this mouth. I 
have the satisfaction of announcing to you that his majesty much 
approved of the uoble and frank manner in which you repelled the attack 
made upon you by Lord Rochford ou the subject of the American 
vessel, destined, it is said, for Nantes, and taken to Bristol. You said 
nothing which his majesty would not have ordered yon to say, if he 
could have foreseen that you would be called upon to give an explana- 
tion on a point so foreign to the duties with which you are charged. 
According to Lord Eoehford's tone, he would seem to base his argu- 
ments on an agreement binding us to make England's interest our own. 
I am not acquainted with this agreement. It does not exist in the 
example which England gave us when she thought she could injure us. 
Let it only be remembered what her conduct was with regard to us 
during the troubles of Corsica. I do not cite this example by way of 
authorizing us to follow it. A king faithful to his principles of justice 
does not seek to take advantage of the situation of the English in order 
to increase their embarrassment; but he can not take away from his 
subjects the protection he owes to their commerce. * * * It would 
be contrary to all reason and propriety to pretend that we ought not 
to sell any article of commerce to any person, because it would be pos- 
sible it might pass, at second hand, into America. 
[After divers details, the minister terminates thus:] 
Receive all my compliments, sir. After having assured you of the 
king's approbation, mine ought not to appear to you very interesting; 
however, I can not help applauding the wisdom and firmness of your 
conduct, and of renewing to you the expression of my esteem. 
I am, very perfectly, sir, etc. 

De Vekgennes. 



Dumas to Franklin. t 

Utrecht, April SOtk, 1776. 
Snt : I received ou the 6th instant, at The Hague, from Mr. Thomas 
Story, the dispatches of the 19th December, 1775, of which he was the 
hearer. 

I am deeply penetrated by the honor done me and the confidence 
reposed in me by the committee appointed' by the general Congress to 
maintain the correspondence between the American United Provinces 

"i I.nmenie-'a Beau inarch a is and His Times, Edward's translation, 125. Aa to rela- 
tions of Vergeuuea to Beaurnarchaie, aee Introduction, {J 55 ff. For other corre- 
spondence hearing on text, see Index, title Beanojarebaia. 

t .'. Sparks' Dip., Rev. Corr., 191. See Index, title Dumaa. 
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ami Europe, and oi' which you, sir, are one of tlie worthy members. I 
shall die content if the remainder of my life eau be devoted to the serv- 
ice of so glorious and just a cause. I accept, therefore, joyfully the 
commission you have bestowed, and whatever yon may think lit to give 
me iu future, and I promise a hearty good will and an untiring zeal. 1 
hope my ability will justify the favorable opinion you entertain of mo. 
This promise on my part is iu fact an oath of allegiance, which I spoil- 
taneously take to Congress; receive it as such. 

When I remarked, iu my last letter to you, " that all Europe wishes 
you the most happy issue iu your defense of your liberty," I meant the 
unprejudiced, equitable, humane European public; in a word, the citi- 
zens of universal society, men in general. You must except from this 
number the holders of English funds, ami those courts of Europe who 
have au understanding with England ; these, far from assisting you, 
will sacrifice you to their interests or their fears. The allies which, 
under such circumstances, are suitable for you are France and Spain; 
for it is their interest that you should be free aud independent of Eng- 
land, whose enormous maritime power tills them with apprehensions. I 
have, therefore, opened myself to the French minister, and a copy and 
translation of your requests and letters of credence to me have been 
for a fortnight iu his hands. In the conversation I had with this min- 
ister, I observed that the wishes of his nation are for yon. He said 
that there was one difficulty in affording aid to the Colonies; if they 
should be reconciled with England they would assist her against the 
power which had aided them, and would imitate the dog in the fable. 
I had no reply to make to this, except that in this ease reasonable 
beings were concerned ; that. if they saw the object was not to deprive 
them of the liberty for which they were contending, but to assure it to 
them, they would not be so ungrateful as to join against their bene- 
factors those who wished to destroy that liberty. Finally, he desired 
to know from me positively what I would ask for the Colonies of his 
court. I answered that you wished to be informed (1) If the king of 
France would, from motives of humanity ami magnanimity, interpose 
his mediation on behalf of an oppressed people, aud effect a reconcilia- 
tion which should preserve to them all the liberties they formerly 
enjoyed? (2) In case such a reconciliation could not be effected, would 
the nations, subjects of the house of Bourbon, bo willing to accede to 
an alliance with the Colonies, with the advantages of an immense com- 
merce? He was pleased with the former proposition, to offer to bis 
young king the glory of conferring peace on the subjects of others as 
well as on his own. Tiie other proposition is not disagreeable to him, 
were it not for the dreadful war which would ensue in Europe. I then 
delivered to him, together with your letter, a memorial showing bow 
important it was for France not t,o allow the subjugation of the Colo- 
nies. The whole was sent to his court about a fortnight since, aud if 
the answer should be delayed it will he of no disadvantage. Mean- 
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while we bave gained this advantage, tbat au opening is made which 
most dispose France in your favor, and engage her to tolerate and 
secretly to encourage even any assistance your vessels can derive from 
France, Spain, and the Indies. I have, therefore, in the extract, eopied 
exactly what you pointed out to me as the most necessary, as engiueers, 
arms, munitions, etc. 

I have done all this with the most profound secrecy. The person of 
whom I have spoken to you required it of me, and promised it in return, 
so that no one iu this country excepting him and me knows anything 
of it. It is more advantageous to you and safer for me that I should 
not be known as your agent. 

Mr. Story,* not daring to take two letters with him to England, oue 
for Arthur Lee, the other for Mrs. Hannah Philippa Lee, left them iu 
safe keeping with me, and he did well. I learn by two letters which I 
have received from Mr. A. Lee, of the 20th and 23d of April, that, on 
Mr. Story's landing in England, they took from him a letter which I 
bad sent by him for Mr. Lee ; fortunately it was not signed with any 
true name, and could give no information to your adversaries. They 
bave, therefore, committed this additional violence to no purpose. I 
have sent those letters to a friend at Rotterdam, according to the 
request of Mr. Lee, and that friend informs me, under date of May 3, 
that he has forwarded the packet by a captain of-a sloop, oue of his old 
friends, who promised him to deliver them himself to the address which 
I put upon them by Mr. Lee's directions. The sudden departure of the 
vessels will prevent me from informing you whether they bave been 
safely delivered. I shall do it by some future opportunity. I joined 
to the packet a cipher for Mr. Lee, like that I sent to you, but grounded 
on different words, so that we shall be able to communicate with each 
other iu perfect safety.t I informed bim, also, tbat I had the honor of 
writing you frequently, so that he can send his letters through me, if 
he has no better way. 

I know an engineer, over thirty years of age, able, experienced, and 
very well qualified, not only in bis branch, but in the whole art of 
war; iu a word, a fine officer, but very inadequately rewarded. I shall 
not be able to speak with him for several weeks, when I will propose 
to him the service of the Colonies. But as he is a widower, without 
means, and has several children, it will probably be necessary, if he 
accepts, to make him some advances to enable him to go over, I will 
give you an account in due time of the conversation I shall have with 
him. 

I bave iudorsed to-day your bill of exchange of £100 sterling to the 
order of M. Itey, book-seller at Amsterdam. Good reasons prevented 
me from doing it sooner, and at any other place than Amsterdam. May 
the conscientious use which 1 shall make of this fund entirely satisfy 

* See Index, title Story, 

1 As to the diflicultiiia of corresponds net', see Introduction, § 105. 
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your wishes, and the confidence with which you have honored me, I 
am persuaded of the generosity of Congress, and I pray Heaveu that 
I moy deserve by my services to be the object of it, when God shall 
have blessed their labors for the welfare and prosperity of the Colonies, 
either by a firm aud sincere reconciliation or by the success of your 
righteous aud just arms. In reality, I hope much more than 1 fear on 
this point. The wisdom of Congress, so constantly manifested, the 
perfect union and harmony which prevail there, encourage nie more 
and more. By this rare, happy, and admirable union, much more 
surely than by all the alliances in the world, you are, and you will 
finally be, superior to your enemies, however formidable they may ap- 
pear. Concordia res par rm crescunl, diseordia maxima? dilabuntur; may 
this great truth, and the sublime words of Themistocles to Eurybiades, 
who raised a weapon against him in the council, "Strike, but hear," be 
constantly present to your minds and hearts, as well as to those of your 
constituents. What power will then be able to withstand yours t 
Ascribe the freedom of this address to the enthusiasm with which 1 aui 
animated for your union, the noblest edifice that liberty has ever reared. 
In it centers all that the political world contains attractive for me. 

I thank you, sir, for your fatherly kindness to the two French gen- 
tlemen. They are young, and ought not therefore to entertain even 
the idea of being an instant a burden to any one, aud a useless load to 
society. 

I am very glad that the Statement of the points in dispute between 
Great Britain and the Colonies has been approved, so i'ar as to cause it 
to be printed for the iustructiou of your friends, the Canadians. This 
is the only effect of that paper, for the printer not having sold enough 
of his journals to be at any other expense than the impression, haa 
ceased to pay the author of those pieces. I have obtained his address 
for the purpose of engaging him to assist me iu refuting the Jew, Pinto, 
whose venal pen has been employed iu the most insolent manner against 
the Americans. A certain person, whom you know, regrets having 
allowed himself to be dazzled by his financial system, so far as to ap- 
prove it without reserve in a letter or advertisement at the head of the 
treatise on "Circulation for although there are some good things in 
it here and there, yet that person has long since been enlightened in 
regard to many false brilliants which the Jew passed off for genuine. 

As for the Idea on government and royalty, 1 learn with pleasure that 
it has been agreeable, and that the time will perhaps come when it will 
receive more attention. This idea renders me more happy and proud 
than if I had written the Iliad ; for I think with l'haedrus, nisi utile est 
quod fadmm, stulta est gloria. It is a seed which I thought my sell 
bound to sow in your country, the only place in the known world where 
it could spring up. I consider that idea more and more practicable and 
true, and of all political systems the most completely proof against all 
objections. It requires only to be developed. God grant that we may 
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soou be able to do it in pence and at leisure. I shall then beg you, sir 
with the estimable and learned author of tbe Pennsylvania Parmer, to 
correspond with nie on this subject, and to prove it, if not to our eon- 
temporaries, at least to posterity. 

I thank you, sir, for the Journal of Congress from the 10th of May 
to the 1st of August, 1775, which you have had the kindness to send 
me; be good enough to complete it by sending what precedes and fol- 
lows, for we have here nothing authentic relating to your affairs. All 
that we know of you we get frora> the gazettes, imperfectly, by scraps, 
in a vague and uncertain manner, a mixture of truth and falsehood. 

May 9.— I have just received the following letter without signature: 

"You will perhaps be tempted to come to the fair at The Hague. I 
shall have the honor to renew the expressions of my sincere esteem, 
I shall be at your orders every day at noon or sooner, if you will write 
me from your lodgings to let me know what hour will be most conven- 
ient for you. We shall be able to moralize some moments upon subjects 
wbich we have already discussed. I have but little to say to you, which 
I shall do with a sincerity and candor which, I trust, you will approve." 

I shall make this visit Saturday night, so as to return here Sunday 
night or Monday, not being able to do it otherwise. 1 shall send this 
letter to-day to Amsterdam, as they tell me the vessels will else sail 
without it. I shall, therefore, give you an account of the conversation 
in another letter, either by the same vessel or by some other, I am 
sorry to be obliged to leave you iu suspense on a subject so interesting. 

liecei ve, sir, for all the members of Congress in general, and for your- 
self, Mr. Dickinson, and Mr. Jay in particular, the sincere assurances 
of my profound respect. 

DUMAS.* 



Verge nnes to Louis XVI. 

[Translation. | I 

May 2, 1776. 

Siee : I have the honor of submitting to your majesty the paper 
which is to authorize me to furnish a million oflivres for the line of the 
English colonies, if you should deign to ratify it with your signature. I 
add to this, sire, the draft of the reply which I mean to make to 

*M. Dumas commonly wrote his dispatches in French, but sometimes in English, 
It has not been thought necessary to designate between those translated and those 
written originally iu English. Although he wrote the language with a good deal of 
accuracy, yet foreign idioms and other defects will occasionally he perceived. In 
some instances the editor has taken the liberty to make free corrections of the author's 
style, and to omit a good deal of irrelevant matter.— Spakks. See introduction, § 
IMS ; index, title Duuias. 

t 7 Flassau's Dip. Fraucais, 149 ; House Rep. No. 220, Twentieth Congress, first 
session, p. 15. As to attitude of France at this time, see Introduction, 4} 39, JT; index, 
titles Vergennes, France. 
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Mr. Beau marc liais. If your majesty should approve of it, I beg that it 
may be returned to me without delay. It shall not go forth in my hand- 
writing, nor in that of any of my clerks or secretaries; I will employ 
that of my son, which can not be known ; and, altboagh he is only in 
bis fifteenth year, I can answer positively for his discretion. As it is 
of cou sequence that this operation should not be detected, or at ;Ii 
imputed to the government, I propose, if your majesty consents, to call 
hither the Sieur Montandoio. The ostensible motive will be to ask an 
account of his correspondence with the Americans, and the real one to 
charge him with the transmission to them of the funds which your 
majesty is pleased to grant them, directing at the same time all the pre- 
cautions to be taken as if he ad canced the funds on his oicn account. On 
this head also I take tue liberty of requesting the orders of your maj- 
esty. That being done, I will write to the Marquis Grimaldi, k $eoreta»j 
of foreign affairs in Spatu) ; I will inform him in detail of our operation, 
and propose to him (de la doubter) to do the same. 



Secret Journal of Congress.* 

May 10. L776, 

Resolved, That the committee of secret correspondence be directed to 
lay their proceedings before Congress on Monday next, withholding [be 
names of the persous they have employed or with whom they hare 
corresponded .1 

Dumas to the Committee of Secret Correspondence. t 

Uteecqt. May 14, 1776. 
Gentlemen: I wrote the 9th to the person who wrote me the letter 
of the 6th, of which I have given you a copy, that if what he had to 
say to me was pressing, I would go and return in two succeeding nights, 
to be with him Sunday, the 12th, which is between the two : but if the 
interview- could admit a weeks delay I should be able to make t be 
journey more conveniently. He answered the next day, 10th of May. 
as follows : 

I liave received, sir. tbe letter you did me the honor to write. I obey instantty the 
order j on have given to answer yon as to the day when I shall be able to lure tbe 
pleasure of seeing you. As what I shall have the honor of saying to yon is not press- 
ing, yon may put, off till Saturday next, eight days hence, that is to say, the Ii(h of 
this month, the vUir ,»t;h which yon flatter me. Xav. I take the liberty to antici- 
pate yon in the offer of expenses in all case- where yonr good offices will be useful to 
me. Flattered, honored as lam witb the acquaintance I hare made with yon, I 
sbonld be very sorry to be a bnrden to you and to abuse your kindness. 

I have the honor to be, veTy respectfully, sir, at yonr command. 

*MSS. Department of State. 

t Tbe history of congressional management of fore;^D affairs is given in tbe Intro- 
duction, J? 103 ff. 
% 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Cor., 190. 
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Do not think, gentlemen, that a childish vanity leads roe to recite to 
you this letter, and to take to myself sincerely the compliments which 
are addressed to me. 

May 21,— I am at length returned from my journey, with which I have 
been much satisfied, because I think you will have reason to be so. 
After we had conversed some, time on the great and very late news of 
the evacuation of Boston by your enemies, as a new mark of the wisdom 
of your operations, our friend (whose name I have promised not to re- 
veal) said the King of England does not forget himself nevertheless, 
as you see; and he showed me in a gazette a prohibitory edict, very 
severe, of the Empress Queen of II angary against all exportation of 
arms and munitions from her states for Amei ica. I had already seen it 
and I told him so. But what yon do not know, said he, is that the king- 
has demanded this of the empress by a letter written with his own hand. 
I gave him to understand that I hoped his court would not be so partial. 
You shall know, he replied, for you will comprehend it. As to your 
first demand, the mediation of the king cannot take place whilst the 
Colonies are subjects of the King of England, who besides would not 
accept it. As to your second demand, the king is a true knight, his 
word is sacred- He has given it to the English to live in peace with 
them. He will hold to it. While France is not at war with the En- 
glish he will not ally himself against them with the Colonies, and will 
not furnish aids to the latter. But, on the other hand, for the same 
reason the Americans have the same protection and liberty as all other 
English to resort to France to export thence merchandise, arms, and 
munitions of war, without, however, forming magazines of them in 
France, which is not permitted by any nation. Besides, added he, the 
Colonies have no need that either France or Spain should enter into this 
war. Commerce alone wdl furnish to the Americans all that they want 
to defend themselves. 

I am of his opinion. I think even that it will be more advantageous 
to you and to France also that she should not be hasty to declare openly 
for you. Once more, gentlemen, your union, your constant love of 
liberty, your fortitude in turning from all that looks like luxury and 
in despising it, your hatred of tyranny and despotism, which are the 
sad fruits of luxury — in fine, all your republican virtues will render you 
superior to your enemies and invincible even without allies. These, 
however, will uot be wanting, be assured ; for it can not be thought that 
with what is passing in your part of the world ours can long remain at 
peace. The time will come when your friends will show themselves, 
and when your alliance will not only be accepted but sought. Mean- 
while 3 r ou have struck a great and wise blow in driving your enemies 
from Boston. They publish that they have evacuated the place with 
profound political motives; the public laughs at this pretense. 

l\ S.—l forgot to mention to you that the person in question offered 
to re imburse to me the expenses of my journey, and that I answered 
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tbey were already paid ; on which he requested me to tell him at least 
in what he could do me a favor. I answered that he was doing me 
such in rendering great service to the Americans. Finally, he desired 
me to correspond from time to time with him. 1 engaged to do it and 
shall not fail. Thus it depends only on you, gentlemen, to render this 
correspondence more and more interesting. On my part I will be vigi- 
lant to profit by all events that can make any change in Europe. Those 
which happen in America will require, without doubt, that yon give me 
frequently new iustrnctious and orders, provided always with letters of 
credence, or at least with one that will serve tor the time, as you judge 
proper. I know to whom to address myself to ask for intelligence at 
the court of France and to have an answer in a few days. 

June 6. — Here you have a copy of a letter from London, dated May 
21. You know well from whom it is.* I have seut to him under the 
envelope the two letters which Mr. Story had left with me, and I added 
a cipher, which he has already used with success. 

" Everything is safe. I shall write you fully nest week by our friend 
Story. One Hortalezt will apply to you on business that concerns our 
friends. He has your address. Be so good as to assist bim."f 

I expect these gentlemen with impatience and shall do all that depends 
on me for your service and theirs. 

I trust you will always answer me speedily and inform me if my letters 
reach you. 1 will send yon once more a general copy of my preceding 
letters to supply the loss of one or both in case the vessels that carry 
them are lost or are taken. 

When 1 promised the minister with whom I had an interview on your 
affairs not to name him to you, it is only until you expressly require 
that I make him known to you ; for in that case you may kuow him 
when you will. 

In about eight days I shall leave Utrecht for a country house within 
seven leagues of The Hague, where I expect to pass the summer. 
I have the honor to bo, etc., 

Dumas. 

* Tlie person hero referred to is Arthur Lee.— Sparks. See report of committee of 
secret correspondence, Oct. 1, 1776; aDd as to relations of Arthur Lee and Beaurcar- 
chais, see Introduction, $J 01, 142. 

tSee Introduction, { 61. 

t This note refers to Beaumarciais, who proposed to go to Holland when be saw 
Mr. Lee in Loudon. But be afterwards altered his mind and returned directly to 
Paris. — Sparks. As to Arthur Lee's engagement with Beautnarchaia, see Introduc- 
tiun, § 142. 
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Secret Journals of Congress.* 

Mat 18, 1776. 

The secret; committee laid before Congress a letter from Mr. Lang- 
dori,t and the same being read — 

Resolved, That it be referred to the committee of secret correspond- 
ence, and that the said committee be directed to apply to the marine 
committee for the use of one or more of the continental fleet, and that 
they scud the same to the French West India Islands, in order to pro- 
cure, if possible, a number of muskets, not exceeding ten thousand ; 
and further that the said committee be directed to endeavor to discover 
the designs of the French in assembling so large a fleet, with so great 
a Dumber of troops, in the West Indies, and whether they mean to act 
for or against America, f 

* MSS. Dept. of State. 

t John Lsogdou was born in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, in 1739. Controlling a 
largo business, be threw al! the influence and opportunities it gavehim into the revolu- 
tionary cause. His correspondence, copies of the material parts of which are in tbo 
library of Harvard College, shows that he was an active agent hi the obtaining and 
distribution of supplies for the army. He took the lead in 1774 in the forcible 
removal of tbe arms and stores in Port William and Mary in the harbor of Ports- 
mouth : and by this bold act he placed himself iu conspicuous coufliet with the royal 
authorities. He was a delegate to the Continental Congress of 1775, but on being 
elected navy agent for New England he resigned bis seat. His private estate, which 
was large, he used liberally for the revolutionary cause; and through his exertions 
in this way Stark's brigade, by which Burgoyne 'a foraging expedition to Bennington 
was repulsed, was equipped for service. He was elected again to Congress, in which 
he sat for several sessions. In the movements instituted by Samuel Adams for the 
subjection of the executive department of the government to the legislative he 
appears to have taken no part; but as the war proceeded, and the necessity of 
increased executive independence became more obvious, be attached himself more 
particularly to Jefferson and Madison, and, with them deprecated tbe action of the 
Lees in opposing enlistment of regulars in the army and in resisting compliance by 
Virginia with the federal calls for taxation. In his large correspoudeuce also there 
is no evidence that he took any part in the movement for the recall of Praukliu, and 
he was strong in the conviction of the necessity of a loyal discharge of the congres- 
sional engagements with France. This threw him into close intimacy with Jefferson, 
whom ho supported for tbe presidency, and whose policy he maintained as a senator 
from Ntw Hampshire from 1789 to 1801. Ou Jefferson's election to the presidency ha 
was offered the post of Secretary of the Navy, wh ich he declined. When the demo- 
crats regained political ascendency in New Hampshire in 1805 he was elected gov- 
ernor, to which post he was re-elected for several terms. In 1813 he was nominated 
by thu democratic congressional caucus as Vice-President on the ticket with Madison. 
This nomination, however, he decliued, and returned to private life, in which he 
died in September, 1819. 

t As to congressional proceedings in this relation, see introduction, $4 103 As 
to the movements of France at this time, see introduction, 33 ff. 
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Arthur Lee, under the name of Mary Johnston, to Beaurnarchaia, under the 
name of Roderique Hortalez & Co.* 

London, May '-'3, 1776. 
M. IIoktalkz: Be peisuadi'd that M. Lo Comte del * * * 
can uot in any manner embarrass you. I pray you to consider, in your 
arrangements at the cape, that the want of tobacco ongbt not to hinder 
your sending out your supplies to the Americans, for tobacco is so 
weighty an article that it will greatly impede the sailing of the ships, 
and the essential object is to maintain the war.j: 



Franklin to the Commissioners in Canada. $ 

New York, May 27, 1776. 

Dear Friends: We arrived here safe yesterday evening, having 
left Mrs. Walker with her husband at. Albany, from whence we came 
down by land. We passed him on Lake Cham plain, but he returning 
overtook us at Saratoga, where they both took such liberties, iu taunt- 
ing at our conduct in Canada, that it came almost to a quarrel. We 
continued our care of her, however, and landed her safe in Albany 
with her three wagon-loads of baggage, brought thither without put- 
ting her to any expense, and parted civilly, though coldly. I think 
they both have an excellent talent at making themselves enemies, and 
I believe, live where they will, they will never be long without them. 

We met yesterday two officers from Philadelphia, with a letter from 
the Congress to the commissioners and a sum of hard money. I opened 
the letter, and sealed it again, directing them to carry it forward to you. 
I congratulate you on the great prize carried into Boston. Seventy -five 
tons of gunpowder are an excellent supply, and the thousand carbines 
with bayonets another fine article. The German auxiliaries are cer- 
tainly coming. It is our business to prevent their returning. The 
Congress have advised the erecting new governments, which has occa- 
sioned some dissension in Philadelphia, but I hope it will soon be com- 
posed. I shall be glad to hear of your welfare. As to myself I find 
I grow daily more feeble, and think I could hardly have got along so 
far but for Mr. Carroll's friendly assistance and tender care of me. 
Some symptoms of the gout now appear, which makes me think my 
indisposition has been a smothered fit of that disorder, which my con. 
Stitution wanted strength to form completely. 1 have had several tits 
of it formerly. 

"House Doe. No. Ill, appendix, Fifteenth Congress, first session, 
t Count Lauraguais (?). See Deane to committee, Aug. 18, 1776, infra; introduc- 
tion, 61, 142. 

t See answer of June 6, 177l>, infra; as to Arthur Lee's position in England in 
1776, see introduction, $ 143; as to Hortalez, see introduction, $ 61, 
$8 Sparks' Franklin, 183. 
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God bless you and prosper your counsels, and bring you safe again 
to your friends ami families. With the greatest esteem and respect, I 
am, etc., 

B. Franklin.* 



A. Lee to the Committee of Secret Correspondence, t 

June 3, 1776. 

Gentlemen^ The desire of the court of France to assist may be 
depended on; but they are yet timid and the ministry unsettled. Tur- 
got, lately removed, was the most averse to a rupture with England ; 
bis removal is of consequence. The contention for the lead now is be- 
tween Count de Vergennes and the Duke de Choiseul ; J both are friends 
to you and for vigorous measures. The disposition there may, for 
these reasons, be relied on. Spain is more reserved [her minister here 
an old worn an J, § but assuredly when France moves Spain will co-ope- 
rate. The clear revenue from the farm of tobacco is twenty-four mill- 
ions of livres to France. It has been hinted to me that she is likely 
to tell Great Britain that if England can not furnish it she will send 
for it herself. You may judge, therefore, what an important instru- 
ment that is in your hands. A Scotch banker, Sir Robert Hemes, 
proposed to the farmers in France to supply them at the home price 
here, thai is with the duty, to which they agreed. He then applied to 
this government for leave to import it upon paying the duties, which 
was refused. 

[The Scots are the contrivers and supporters of all the measures 
against you. Nor will they ever desist while the English have a penny 

* Sparks adds in notes: " Dr. Franklin's ill state of health compelled him to leave 
Canada before the other commissioners, and he returned in company with tin- Rev. 
Mr. Carroll. 

" It was resolved in Congress, 1 That it he recommended to the respective assem- 
blies and conventions of the United Colonies, where no government sufficient for the 
exigencies of their affairs has been hitherto established, to adopt such form of gov- 
ernment as shall, in the opinion of the representatives of the people, best conduce to 
the happiness and safety of their constituents in particular and America in general. — 
Journals, May 10th.' " 

As to Franklin's personal relations at above date, see introduction, $ 119. 

t MSS. Dept. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 386, with omisssions and verbal 
changes; 6 Force's Archives, fourth series, 685. 

" There are only two fragments of the original of this letter remaining; but there 
is in the office a copy of the whole, indorsed as follows: 

" 'Copy of A. Lee's letter to the committee of secret correspondence, dated June 
3d, 1776, an <3 taken from the original in the cover of a dictionary, which was deliv- 
ered to the secretary of Congress by Robert Morris on the 4th of September, 1778, 
and to the committee of foreign affairs 7th December following.' 

"This copy, as well as the indorsement, is written iu Mr. Lovell's hand, and attested 
James Lovell."— Sparks. 

t Introduction, }} $9 ff. 

4 Words in brackets omitted in Sparks' edition. 
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to be plundered of or a man to be sacrificed. Whatever propositions 
are made you must consider as coming from the Scots, whose perfidy 
you know can never be trusted. Don't let the character of Lord Howe 
deceive yon. They have corrupted their English adherents almost to 
their own degree. Lord Howe has a weak and confused head. Two 
hundred thousand pounds in specie has been sent to Canada, so that 
the booty there if you succeed must be great.]* 

In the last debate, Lord George Germain, who is undoubtedly min- 
ister, affirmed that no treaty would be held with you till you had laid 
down your arms. My opinion is, that independency is essential to 
your dignity, essential to your present safety, and essential to your 
future prosperity and peace. Some of the Congress correspond with 
Mr, Jackson, of the board of trade, and with Mr. Molleson, a Scotch 
merchant; the intelligence they give goes directly to tbe minister. 

[To prevent this all correspondence ought to be forbid with the Scots, 
who are to a man treacherous and hostile, and with the refugee Amer- 
icans, who also commune with the minister. Parson Maddison has 
been permitted to return to Virginia, and as he will probably give 
intelligence, he should be watched, Jt 

The young gentleman who will deliver this is of great worthiness, 
and deserves much of bis country for his fidelity and zeal. Six thou- 
sand of the Hessian troops sailed last month ; the remainder is not yet 
arrived here, so that it may be September before they reach you. In 
tbe meau time it may be Howe's plan to amuse you with a uegotiation, 
which may also furnish an opportunity of feeling some pulses among 
you as to the efficacy of money and promises, Beware of Joseph 
Keed,i of Philadelphia. One Brooke Watson, who was permitted to 
travel last year from JJew York to Quebec, gave in a plan to the min- 
istry for attacking Canada, and is with the invaders.? 

•Passage in brackets omitted in Sparks' edition. 

t Passage in brackets omitted in Sparks' edition. Arthur Lee's denunciations nf 
the Scotch area survival of his Wilkite ami Jimian training. See introduction, j UB, 

tTbis suspicion was ill founded, as events jiroved. No man gave more substan- 
tial testimonies of his patriotism and ardent zeal in the cause of bis country than 
Joseph Keed. The suspicion grew out of the circumstance that Mr. Heed had tor- 
responded with Lord Dartmouth a year or two before respecting the state of tbe Col- 
onies. — Sparks. 

S At the end of this letter is given a minute explanation, now unintelligible, of a 
cipher. 

In the copy in 6 Force's Archives, fourth series, 6EJ6, the following is the last para- 
graph : 

This book is better than the last I sent you. I,t is to decipher what I write to you 
and for you to write by. This ia done by putting the page where the word is to bo 
found and the letter of the alphabet corresponding in order with tho word. As 
there are more words in a page than the letters of the alphabet, the letter must be 
doubled or trebled to answer that, as thus: to express (lie troops, you write 15(21, 
k, k 381vv ; ing, ed, s, etc., must be added when necessary, and distinguished by 
making no comma between them and the figures, thus: for betrayed, putted. The 
letters I use are these : abcdefghijkluiuopqrstuvwiyz. which are 
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Beaumarchais (under the name of Roderique Hortalez & Co.) to A, Lee (under 
name of Mary Johnston).* 

Paris, June 6, 1776. 

M. Johnston : I received your letter of the 23d May. I will perform 
my promises in tUe way I pointed out. I am about to send to Cape 
Francois, on the island of San Domingo, a ship loaded with merchandise 
to the value of twenty-five thousand pounds sterling, besides cauuou 
powder and stores; but this last article will arrive but in small par- 
cels, on account of the risk. On your part, do not fail to send a ship 
loaded with good Virginia tobacco, and let your friend send in the ship 
an intelligent, discreet, and faithful person, with powers to receive the 
money or merchandise and powder and to make the remittances in 
tobacco, which I can no more, do without than your friend can do with- 
out what I send to him j in a word, let. him give Ins notes to my house 
for what lie shall not be abls to pay in tobacco, and make certain and 
solid arrangements with my agent at tbe cape for the future. 

The captain, on his arrival at the cape, must inquire of the first mag- 
istrate, who is the merchant intrusted with the affairs of Iioderique 
Hortalez & Co., aud he will introduce him to tbe correspondent oi' your 
humble servant. t 



A. Lee (under name of Mary Johnston) to Beaumarchais (under name of Rod- 
erique Hortalez & Co)." 

London, Hth June, 177G. 

SIR: I have but one moment to thank you in for your letter of the 
Kfcb June, which I received safe this moment. I will do my utmost to 
answer your wishes ; but I advise you, as I advise my friends, to con- 
sider always that the communication of sentiments is difficult, and for 
that reason we ought to do all in our power, without insisting on a cer- 
tain and immediate return. 

(In ciphers): Consider, above all things, that we are not transacting 
a. mere mercantile business, but that politics is greatly concerned in 
this affair. 

(Fn letters): I have written on your account to our friend Graymau, 

twenty-six. I can not use this until I know it is safe. You can write to Mrs. Lee, 
on Tower Hill, iu a woman's hand: if you have both books, say the children are 
well; if tbe first only, the eldest cbild is well; if this, the youngest child is well. 
Tbey will let this pass. 

"House Doc. No. Ill, appendix, Fifteenth Congress, iirst session. 

t See Lee's letter to Bea.il marc ha is of May 23, 1776; see introduction, {J 61, 143; 
index, title Beaumarchais, Arthur Lee. 
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Admiral Lord Howe to Franklin," 

EAGLE, June 20, 1776, 
I can not, my wortby friend, permit the letters and parcels (which I 
have seDt in Lhe state I received tuetn) to he landed without adding a 
word upon the subject of the injurious extremities in which our unhappy 
differences have engaged us. You will learn the nature of my mission 
from the official dispatches, which I have recommended to be forwarded 
by the same conveyance. Retaining all the earnestness I ever expressed 
to see our differences accommodated, I shall conceive, if I meet with 
the disposition in the Colonies I was once taught to expect, the most 
flattering hopes of proving serviceable in the objects of the king's 
paternal solicitude by promoting the establishment of lasting peace and 
union with the Colonies. But if the deep-rooted prejudices of America, 
and the necessity for preventing her trade from passing into foreign 
channels must keep us still a divided people, I shall from every private 
as well as public motive most heartily lament that this is not the 
moment w herein those great objects of my ambition are to be attained, 
and that 1 am to be longer deprived of an opportunity to assure you 
personally of the regard with which I am your sincere and faithful 
humble servant. 

Howe, 

A " declaraf ion " by Lord Howe, offering amnesty, came with this letter. Con- 
gress ordered the publication of tire declaration in the newspapers, so "that the few 
who still remain suspended by a hope founded either in the justice or moderation of 
their late king may now at length be convinced that the valor alone of their country 
ia to save its liberties " Dr. Franklin submitted his letter to Congress. After a day's 
deliberation " it was also resolved that Dr. Franklin may, if he thinks proper, return 
a reply to the letter he received from Lord Howe."t Franklin's answer will be 
found infra, under date of July SO, 1776; see index, title Howe. 



Beaumarchaia (under name of R, Hortalez & Co,} to Arthur Lee (under name 

of Mary Jolmston).t 

[In ciphers.] 

Paris, June 2G, 1776. 
I refer you to my former letter of the Cth of June, of which I pray 
you to follow the disposition. 

The difficulties which I have met with in my negotiations with the 
ministry have made me take the resolution of forming a company, 
which shall send out the supplies of powder and stores to your friend, 
depending, in the mean time, upon remittances in tobacco, at Gape 
Francois, and always under the name of your servant, 

Eoderique Hortalez & Co.§ 

*5 Sparks' Franklin, 98. 

t For a notice of the Howes, see Franklin's narrative, March 29, 1775, supra, 
t House Doc. No. Ill, appendix, Fifteenth Congress, first session, 
4 See introduction, J 61 ; index, title Beaumarchais. 
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Arthur Dee to Dumas." 

London, July 6, 177G. 

Dear Sik : This will be delivered to you by Mr. Ellis, a friend of Dr. 
Frankliu, of liberty, and of America. He is a philosopher, very well 
instructed 011 the subject of America, and I trust will be both an agree- 
able aud useful acquaintance while he remains near you. 

I thank you for your favor of the 21 st of last month. By the last ad- 
vices from America General Howe was prepared to sail for Halifax, and, 
it is imagined, to land at New York, where he will certainly be strongly 
opposed. He numbers ten thousand regulars, and it will be fortunate 
for us if he makes his attempt before he is joined by the Germans, who 
sailed the 6th of May.f 

The Americans have taken post upon the. river Richelieu and the 
lakes, so that Montreal, not being tenable, is evacuated. General Lee 
is in Virginia with ten thousand men, expecting Lord Coruwallis and 
General Clinton. General Washington commands at New York, and 
General Ward in Boston. 

The strange timidity de la eaur Francwise requires great patience and 
management; but I think it will at last be brought to act an avowed and 
decided part. When that happens, Angleterre must submit to whatever 
terms they please to impose, for she is totally incapable of sustaining a 
war with France. Adieu, 

Arthur Lee. 



Beaumarchais to Deane.t 

July 18, 1776. 

I don't know, sir, if you have anybody with you whom you may trust 
for translating the French letters which treat on important affairs. On 
my part I shall not be able to treat with security in English till alter 
the return of a person whom I expect, at this moment from London, aud 
who will be an interpreter between us. Meanwhile 1 have the honor to 
inform you that I had for some time past the desire of helping the brave 
Americans to shake off the English yoke. 1 have already tried several 
means to open secret and sure correspondence between the general Con- 
gress and a house which I am about to establish on that occasion.. I 
shall exert my endeavors to provide the continent either by way of 
our West Indies or straight from here if possible, all such articles which 
the Americans shall be in need of aud which they can not any more get 
from England. I have already mentioned my plan to a gentleman in 
London who pretends to be much attached to America [Arthur Lee? ], 
but our correspondence since I left England having been carried on 

* 5 Sparks' Dip. liev. Corr., 202. As to Ellis, see Dnmaa to committee, Aug. 10, 1776. 
tAs to unreliability of Arthur Lee's campaign news, aoe introduction, $$ 150, 151, 
I House Doc, No. Ill, appendix. Fifteenth Cougresn, first session. 
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with difficulty and m ciphers, I have received no answer to my last, in 
which I tried to fix some terms for that great and important affair. 

But si tiee you are vested with a character which permits me to have 
confidence in yon, I shall be very glad to begin anew, in a manner more 
certain aud more regular, a negotiation winch was before but touched 
on. My means are not very considerable, but they may be much iti- 
creased if we can establish together a treaty of which the conditions 
shall be honorable and advantageous and the execution of the same 
shall be exact. 

I can not grant either to Mr, Dubourg or to anybody else the confi- 
dence of speaking freely of my plan, but when you have compared the 
nature of the offers which shall be made to yon from every quarter, to 
the disinterested zeal which attaches me to the cause of America, you 
will perceive what difference there is between treating with common 
merchants and on the hardest terms, aud the good fortune of meeting 
with a generous friend, who shall tkiuk himself happy iu proving to- 
your nation, and to you its secret representative, bow truly he is de- 
voted to them. 

I am, sir, yours, etc., Caron de Beaumarchais.* 



Secret Journals of Congress, t 

July 20, 1776. 

A committee, consisting of Messrs, Dickinson, Franklin, John Adams, 
Harrison, and Morris, having been appointed to prepare a plan of treat- 
ies, and this committee having reported, it was — 

Resolved, That the plan of treaties be printed for the use of the mem- 
bers under the restrictions and regulations prescribed for printing the 
plan of Confederation {viz : That eighty copies and no more be printed 
and deposited with the secretary, who shall deliver one copy to each 
member ; that the printer be under oath to deliver all the copies which 
he shall print, together with the copy sheet, to the secretary, and 
not to disclose, either directly or indirectly, the contents of the said 
plan) That no member furnish any person with his copy or take aay 
steps by which the said plan may be reprinted, and that the secretary 
be under the like injunction), and that in the printed copy the names 
of persons, places, and States be omitted. 

In this matter the following proceedings took place: 

August 22, 1776. 

Congress resolved itself into a committee of the whole, to take into 
consideration the form or plan of a treaty. 

August 29, 1776. 
Congress resolved itself into a committee of the whole, to take into 
consideration the plan of foreign treaties; mid after some time the 

* Introduction. 61-143; lodes title, Buiiaiiiarchiiia. tSJSS. Dept. of State, 
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president resumed the chair, and Mr. Nelson * reported that the com- 
mittee have gone through the same and made sundry amend ments 
therein. 

Resolved, That the plan of treaties, with the amendments, be referred 
to the committee who brought in the original plan, in order to draw up 
instructions pursuant to the amendments made by the committee of the 
whole. 

That two members he added to the said committee. 
The members chosen, Mr. R, H. Leet and Mr. Wilson. 

August 29, 1776. 
Resolved, That the committee to whom the plan of treaties, with the 
amendments, was recommitted, be empowered to prepare such further 
instructions as to them shall seem proper, and make report thereof to 
Congress. 

September 17 4 1776. 

Congress tool: into consideration the plan of treaties to be proposed 
to foreign nations, with the amendments agreed to by the committee of 
the whole; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That the following plan of a treaty be proposed to his most 
Christian majesty: 

[Here follows plan of treaty, as given in 2 Wait's Secret Journal, 
page7#jt 

"Thomas Nelson was bom in York County, Virginia, la December 1738, and was 
educated at Trinity College, Cambridge, England. Possessed of a large estate, he 
took an early and influential part in the revolutionary struggle. He was a member 
of the Virginia provincial conventions of 1774 and 1775, and of the Continental Con- 
gress of 1775-76'. He signed the Declaration of Independence, but shortly afterward 
outered the military servico as conitnandor-iu-chief of the Virginia militia, acting iu 
subordination to Washington. This did not preclude him from taking his seat iu 
Congress when not in the field. He was not in the delegation of 1778; but iu 1779 
was again elected to Congress, but was unable continuously to discharge his duties 
in consequence of ill health. In 1780 he advanced large sums for army purposes, by 
which his estate was seriously impaired, in 1781 he followed Jefferson as governor, 
and during the British invasion iu that year was invested with dictatorial power. 
It was largely due to his euergy and sacrifices that the Virginia troops were kept in 
action. At the siege of Yorktown he was in command of those troops, and it was said 
that his own conspicuous mansion, with its valuable library, being within the 
enemy's line, he pointed it out to the artillerymen as a proper object at which to 
direct the gnus. After the war he was compelled by bad health to abandon public 
life ; and he died iu 1789. For a notice of Nelson, see [0 Mag. Amer. History, 457. 

tSee iudex, title R. H. Lee. As to his political position, see introduction, $11. 
As to his family indueuee, see introduction, § 153. 

JAs to congressional action on foreign affairs, see introduction, $ 103 ff; indes, 
title Congress. 
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Deane to Beaumarehais. * 

July 20tk, 1776. 

SiR: In compliance witb your request at our interview of yesterday 
I send you inclosed copies of my commission and au extract from my 
instructions, which will fully satisfy you of my being authorized to 
make the purchases 1 have applied to you for. To understand tliis 
extract, it is necessary to inform you that I was ordered to make my 
first application to the ministers, and to procure the supplies wanted 
of tbem by way of purchase or loau ; and in case the credit or influ- 
ence of Congress should not be such under the present circumstances 
to obtaiD them from that quarter, I was instructed then to apply else- 
where. My application to the minister and bis answer I have already 
acquainted you with. With respect to the credit which will be required 
for the goods and stores which I propose to engage of you, I hope that 
a long one will not be necessary. Twelve mouths has been the longest 
credit my countrymen have ever been accustomed to, and Congress 
having engaged large quantities of tobacco iu Virginia and Maryland, 
as well as other articles in other parts, which thi y will ship as fast as 
vessels can be provided, I have no doubt but very considerable remit- 
tances will be made within six mouths from this time and for the whole 
within a year; this I shall in my letters urge Congress to do. But the 
events of war are uncertain, and our commerce is exposed to be affected 
thereby. I hope, however, that at least such remittances will be made 
you that yon will be able to wait for whatever sum may remain due 
after tbe credit we shall agree on is expired, having the usual interest 
allowed you. 

I send you also an invoice of the clothing and of many articles of the 
furniture and stores necessary for our army, in which I can not be so 
particular at present as it will be necessary to be hereafter in case you 
undertake it; but as the articles for the uniforms can at this time be 
ascertained as well as ever, I have made out a detail of them ; though 
my instructions speak of but 100 brass cannou, and of arms and cloth- 
ing for 25,000 men, yet, cousidering the importance of the articles to 
America, I shall (if to be obtained) venture in a larger quantity, the 
probability of some part being taken, with other circumstances, will, I 
think, fully justify me therein. But it is improper to add' on this sub- 
ject until you resolve whether you will undertake, aud ou the terms, 
which I presume you will do. As soon as you shall have obtained a 
translation of this and the inclosed, I will do myself tbe honor of wait- 
ing ou you. In the meau time, I am, with the utmost respect and attach- 
ment, 

Sir, yours, etc., 

Silas Deane.t 



'House Doc. No. HI appendix, Fifteenth Congress, first session. Another trans- 
lation is found in 3 Louienie's Beauinarchaifi, 147, 
t See introduction, }} Olffj index, titles, Deaue, E<:auma,rchai8. 



JULY 20, 177G. 



103 



Franklin to Lord Howe." 

Philadelphia, July 20th, 1776. 

My Lord; I received safe the letters your lordship so kindly for- 
warded to me, and beg yon to accept my thanks. 

The official dispatches to which you refer me contain nothing more 
thau what we had seen in the act of Parliament, viz, offers of pardon 
upou submission, which I am sorry to find, as it mustgiveyour lordship 
pain to be sent so far on so hopeless a business. 

Directing pardons to be offered the Colonies, who are the very parties 
injured, expresses indeed that opinion of our ignorance, baseness, and 
insensibility which your uninformed aud proud nation has loug been 
pleased to entertain of vis ; but it can have no other effect than that of 
increasing our resentment. It is impossible we should think of sub- 
mission to a government that has with tlie most wanton barbarity and 
cruelty burnt our defenseless towns iu the midst of winter, excited the 
savages to massacre our farmers and our slaves to murder their mas- 
ters, and is eveu now bringing foreign mercenaries to deluge our set- 
tlements with blood. These atrocious injuries have extinguished every 
remaining spark of affection for that parent country we once held so 
dear; but were it possible for us to forget and forgive them, it is not 
possible for you (I mean the British nation) to forgive the people you 
have so heavily injured. You can never couQde again iu those as 
fellow subjects, and permit them to enjoy equal freedom, to whom you 
know you have given such just cause of lasting enmity. Aud this must 
impel you, were we again under your government, to endeavor the 
breaking our spirit by the severest tyranny, and obstructing, by every 
means in your power, our growing strength and prosperity. 

But your lordship mentions " The king's paternal solicitude for pro- 
moting the establishment of lasting peace and union with the Colonies." 
If by peace is here meant a peace to be entered into between Britain 
aud America, as distinct states, now at war, and his majesty has given 
your lordship powers to treat with us of such a peace, I may venture 
to say, though without authority, that I think a treaty for that purpose 
not yet quite impracticable, before we enter into foreign alliances. But 
I am persuaded you have no such powers. Your nation, though, by pun- 
ishing those American governors who have created and fomented the 
discord, rebuilding our burnt towns, and repairing as far as possible 
the mischiefs done us, might yet recover a great share of our regard, and 
the greatest part of our growing commerce, with all the advantage of 
that additional strength to be derived from a friendship with us; but I 
know too well her abounding pride aud deficient wisdom to believe she 
will ever take such salutary measures. Her fondness for conquest as 
a warlike nation, her Inst of dominion as an ambitious one, and her 
thirst for a gainful monopoly as a commercial one (tione of them legit- 



's Sparks' Franklin, 99; 2 Partons' Franklin, 137. 
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imate cause of war) will all join to hide from lier eyes every view of 
her true interests, and continually goad her on in those ruinous distant 
expeditions, so destructive both of lives and treasure, that must prove 
us pernicious to her in the end as the Crusades formerly were to most 
of the nations of Europe. 

I have not the vanity, my lord, to think of intimidating by thus pre- 
dicting the effects of this war; for I know it will in England have 
the fate of all my former predictions, not to be believed till the event 
shall verify it. 

Long did I endeavor, with unfeigned and unwearied zeal, to present 
from breaking that fine and noble ehiua vase, the British Empire, for 
1 knew that, being once broken, the separate parts could not retain even 
their share of the strength or value that existed in the whole, and that 
a perfect reunion of those parts could scarce ever be hoped for. Your 
lordship may possibly remember the tears of joy that wet my cheek 
when, at your good sister's in London, you once gave me expectations 
that a reconcilation might soon take place. I had the misfortune to 
find those expectations disappointed, and to be treated as the cause of 
the mischief I was laboring to prevent. My consolation under that 
groundless and malevolent treatment was, that I retained the friendship 
of many wise and good men in that country, and among the rest some 
share in the regard of Lord Howe. 

The well founded esteem, and permit ine to say affection, which I 
shall always have for your lordship, makes it painful to me to see you 
engaged in conducting a war the great ground of which, as expressed iu 
your letter, is " the necessity of preventing the American trade from 
passing into foreign channels." To tne it seems that neither the ob- 
taining or retaining of any trade, how valuable soever, is an object for 
which men may justly spill each other's blood ; that the true and sure 
means of extending and securing commerce is the goodness and cheap- 
ness of commodities j and that the profit of no trade can ever be equal 
to the expense of compelling it and of holding it by fleets and armies. 

I consider this war against us, therefore, as both unjust and un- 
wise; and I am persuaded that cool dispassionate posterity will con- 
demn to iufainy those who advised it, and that even success will not 
save from some degree of dishonor those who voluntarily engaged to 
conduct it. I kuow your great motive iu coming hither was the hope 
of being instrumental in a reconciliation ; and I believe, when you iiud 
that impossible ou any terms given you to propose, ycu will relinquish 
so odious a command, and return to a more honorable private station. 

With the greatest aud most sincere respect, I have the honor to be, 
etc. 

B. Franklin. 

According to Mr. Partou thia letter was delivered to Lord Howe by Colonel Pal- 
frey, of the American Army, who wont on board to arrange it plan for the exchange 
of naval officers. Colonel Palfrey bjw the good-natured admiral read tlie letter. " I 
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watched his countenance, " ho wrote nest day to Mr. Hancock, " and observed him 
often to exhibit marks of surprise. When he had finished reading it he said his old 
friend had expressed himself very warmly; that when he had the pleasure of seeing 
him in England he made him acquainted with his sentiments respecting the dispute 
between Great Britain and the Colonies, and with his earnest desire that a recoueila- 
iicm might take place equally honorable and advantageous to both. Possessed of 
these sentiments, and the most ardent desire to be the means of effecting this union, 
be had accepted the honor the king had done him in appointing him oue of the 
commissioners; and that unfortunately a long passage prevented his arriving 
here before the Declaration of Independence. I told him he had now a fair oppor- 
tunity to mention to his friend Dr. Franklin in a private letter his design in com- 
ing out and what his expectations from America were. This he declined, saying 
that the doctor h;id grown too warm, ami if he expressed his sentiments fully to him 
be should only give him pain, which he would wish to avoid," 



Deane to Beau march ais.t 

Paris, July 24, 1776. 

Sir: I have considered the letter you honored me with the 22d, 
and am of the opinion that your proposals for regulating the prices of 
goods and stores are just and equitable. Tue generous confidence 
you place in the virtue and justice of my constituents affords me the 
greatest pleasure, and gives ine the most flattering prospect of success 
in tlie undertaking to their, as well as your, satisfaction, and permit me 
to assure you the United Colonies will take the most effectual measures 
to make you remittances, aud to justify in every respect the sentiments 
you entertain of them ; but at the same time, as the invoice for clothing 
only, and without the incident charges, amounts to about two and 
three millions of livres,and as the cannons, arms, and stores will raise the 
sum much higher, 1 cannot, considering the uncertainty of the arrival 
of vessels during the war, venture to assure you that remittances will 
he made for the whole withiu the time proposed; hut in that case, as 
I wrote you before, I hope that the interest on the balance wilt be sat- 
isfactory. With respect to cargoes sent from America either to Frauce 
or the West Indies, designed as remittances for your advances, I think 
there can be no objectiou to their being sent to the address of a house 
in France, or to your agents where they may arrive. 

I And that cannons, arms, and other military stores are prohibited 
aud can not be exported but iu a private manner; this circumstance 
gives nie mauy apprehensions, for, as I can not have those things 
shipped publicly, 1 can not have them purchased openly without giviug 

* For subsequent letter of Howe to Franklin, see infra, August 1G, 1776. For other 
correspondence bearing on above, see index, titles Howe and Franklin. As to relations 
of Mm United States and Britain iu 1775 '76, see introduction, $$ 20 ff, 27 ff. As to per- 
sonal relations of the Howes, see notes to Franklin's narrative of March 22, 1775. 

t House Doc. No. Ill, appendix, 15th Cong., 1st sess. Another version is in 3 Lo- 
m^nie's Beaumarchais, 149. See introduction, 61 ff. 
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alarms, perhaps fatal to oar operations. In this case various deceptions 
and impositions may be practiced. Too know tbat the ambassador of 
England is attentive to ev erything done by me, and that his spies 
watch every motion of mine, and will probably watch the motions of 
those with whom 1 am known to be connected. In this situation, and 
being a stranger in a great measure to your language, I foresee many 
embarrassments which I know uot how to obviate, and such as I fear 
may greatly perplex even yourself, not with standing your superior 
knowledge and address. Two things, you will agree with me, are as 
essential as even the procuring of the cannon, arms, etc. First, that 
they are good and well laid in, and that they be embarked without 
being stopped and detained. The fate of my country depends, in a great 
measure, ou the arrival of these supplies. I can not, therefore, be too 
anxions ou the subject; nor is there any danger or expense so great 
but what must he hazarded, if necessary, to effect so capital ami im- 
portant an object. I pray you to consider this subject, and to give me 
your thoughts upon it. I called on yon this morning, with Dr. 
Bancroft, to have conversed with you on this subject, but found tbat 
you was gone to Versailles. Permit me to urge your early attention to 
this subject, and to assure you that I have the honor to be, with the 
highest respect, 

Tonrs, sir, etc., 

Silas Deane* 



Deane to Dumas. * 

Paris, July 26, 1776. 
Sir : The inclosed letter from Dr, Franklin will hint at my business in 
this city, where I arrived the 7th instant, and should have sent forward 
this earlier, had 1 not had hopes of having the honor of presenting it to 
yon in person. This I now find I can not expect, without delaying it 
beyond all hounds. 1 therefore forward it by the common conveyance, 
and inform you that my address in this city is to .Messrs. Germany, 
Guardot & Co., bankers ; that I shall terry here till the last of August, 
when I propose going to Dunkirk, thence to Amsterdam and Hamburg, 
in which journey I hope for the pleasure of seeing you. In the mean 
time I shall be happy in a correspondence with you on the subject of 
the dispute between the United Colonies and Great Britain, or any 
other that shall be agreeable to you; and I wish to be informed if I 
shall be in danger of any disagreeable treatment in my jonruey through 
Holland in a private capacity, though it should be known that I was 
in the service of the United Colonies. It has been suggested to me that 

*As to tbe Deane-BeauuiaiTbais correspondence, sei> introduction. 6t, ff; index, 
titles Deane, Beau marc hah. 

to Sparks' Dip. Bev. Corr., 203 j see index, cities Deane, Dumas. 
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J might meet with some interruption or difficulties from the friends of 
the British ministry, which, occasions my making this inquiry. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Silas Deane. 

P. S — I read and understand the French language tolerably well, 
though 1 am unable to write it. 



Robert Morris, for Secret Committee, to Silaa Deane." 

Philadelphia, August 7, 1776. 

Deae Sir ; The above is a copy of our last, which went by the Dis- 
patch, Captain Parker. 

The Congress have since taken into consideration the heads of a 
treaty to be proposed to France, but as they are not yet concluded 
upon, we can not say more of them by this conveyance. You will see by 
the newspapers which accompany this that the expedition against Sonth 
Carolina is foiled by the gallant resistance made there. The enemy, 
much diminished by sickness, it is thought will attempt nothing further 
in those parts. The people of North Carolina, who at first had taken 
up their bridges and broken the roads to prevent the enemy from pene- 
trating their country, have since, being ready to receive him, repaired 
i lie roads and bridges, and wish him to attempt making use of them, 

General Howe is posted now on Mtalen Island, near .New Yor!;, with 
the troops he carried to Halifax when he was driven out of Boston. 
Lord II owe. is also arrived there with some regiments aud more are 
expected, as the great push seems intended to bo made in that prov- 
ince. General Washington's army is in possession of the town, about 
which many entrenchments are thrown up, so as to give an opportun- 
ity of disputing the possession with Howe if he should attempt it and 
of making it cost him something; but it is not so regularly fortified 
as to stand a siege. We also have a flying camp in the Jerseys to 
harass the enemy if he should attempt to penetrate through that 
province to Philadelphia. 

In tlie different colonies we have now near eighty thousand men in 
the pay of the Congress. The Declaration of Independence meets 
with universal approbation, aud the people everywhere seem more ani- 
mated by it in defense of their country. Most of our frigates are 
launched in the different provinces, and are fitting for sea with all the 
expedition in our power. They are fine ships and will be capable of 
good service. Our small privateers and continental armed vessels 
have already had great success, as the papers will show you; and by 
abstaining from trade ourselves, while we distress that of our enemies, 
we expect to make their men-of-war weary of their unprofitable and 
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hopeless cruises, and tbeir merchants sick of a contest in which so 
much is risked and nothing gained. The forming a navy is a capital 
object with us, and the marine committee is ordered to bring m a plan 
for increasing it very considerably. The armed boats for the defense 
of our rivers and bays grow more and more in repute. They venture 
to attack large men-of-war, and are very troublesome to them. The 
papers will give you several instances of their success. 

We hopp by this time you are at Paris and that Mr. Morris* has 
joined you, whom we recommend to you warmly, and desire you may 
mutually co-operate in the public service. 
With great respect, etc., 

Robert Morris. 



Dumas to the Committee of Secret Correspondence, t 

AUGUST 10, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Mr. Arthur Lee, in his letter of the 11th of June, ob- 
serves that " Mr. Story t, goes from hence directly to America. A French 
gentleman named Hortalez having something to negotiate for the Con- 
gress, 1 have given him your address." On the eve of my departure 
from Utrecht, on the 21st of June, I wrote as follows to the person 
whom you know :§ 

June 21. 

Sir: In the hope that you have consented to make me understand that 1 shall he 
one day useful to you, I think it my duty to advise you that I shall depart tomorrow 

from this city, to pass the summer at a country house half way froui here to . 

I shall receive there in all safety your orders if you send your letters to, etc. 

I propose also to pass to as soon as I can, merely to profit by the permission 

you have given me to render you my services froui time to time. Without having 
auy new plan to propose, the v.-ork already marked out has need of your good direc- 
tions, ind I shall he very sorry to fail of the honor of au interview with you, at 
least once, more before your departure, if it is near. 

To this I received the following answer, dated June 23 : 

Sir : I have received the letter you did me the honor to write me the 21st of this 

month. You flatter me with the hope of seeing you at > to which you are 

bronght near by the residence you intend to make during the summer at a country 
house. This proximity will afford you opportunity to make journeys, hy which I 
shall profit with much pleasure. I am sensible of the esteem which is your due, and 
of the advantage of meriting the friendship of au experienced man like yourself, 
uniting literature to tho duties of society, I shall listen to you always with au 
eager desire of profiting by your counsels, and this on all subjects that have engaged 

your thoughts. I do not yet know the time I shall remain at . Perhaps it 

will be sufficiently long to enjoy oftener the honor of receiving you. This depends 
on the orders of my court. We are in the least active or most dissipated season. 

* Thomas Morris. As to Thomas Morris' relation to his brother, see introduction, 
$ IB3; and as to Thomas Morris' character, see index, T. Morris. 

t 5 Sparks' Dtp. Rev. Corr., 198. 
I See index, title Story. 

* " Doubtless the French amhaasador,"— Sparks. 
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Business will not flourish tuucb till ttio fall of the leaves, op even not get warm till 
the return of snow, I speak of the Old World, for I wish not to extend the picture 
too much. 

Have you any news of the doctor and his friends ? I shall be obliged to you to 
follow my instructions in this respect. I will bear willingly the charge of an ex- 
press, whom you may send to me when you shall judge proper; otherwise write 
uniformly by the post. Should [ be on a journey, I shall have the honor to inform 
you of my residence and address. 1 do uot know how to express to you sufficiently, 
sir, the desire I have to serve yon and to deserve a place in your thoughts. 
About fifteen days after I replied to this letter as follows: 
Sir; Tbe letter with which you honored me, dated 23d of June, has given me the 
assurance which was needed to console me for the disappointments that have 
detained me here. Perhaps I shall be at The Hague on Sunday morning. Iiu assured, 
sir, that if any thing comas to my knowledge worthy of your attention you shall he 
informed of n immediately. I have no reason to expect soon to receive news directly. 

I have written two letters by two different vessels that have sailed from Amsterdam 
lor St. Eustatia; and I expect when another vessel departs to dispatch a third, 
lieiore I have au answer much time will pass, and in this time many events. There 
is, however, a man charged with some commission on their part, to whom they have 
given my address at Ley den ; and I have received two letters from that city— the 
one of the 21st of May, the other of the 11th of June — in which they pray me to 
render bim service, This is all that 1 know of him, for the man has not yet appeared. 

The more 1 am favored with your letters, sir, the more I wish to deserve your good 
opinion. In the mean time 1 ought to he ou my guard against too much presumption, 
aud to think how natural it is to give a gracious reception to tbo servant for the love 
of the master, I own to you, sir, that in giving an account to the doctor and his 
friends of our correspondence 1 have thought proper to forewarn them thereon. 
They will he informed of the obliging interest with which you ask news of them. I 
hope that tbe time will come when you will he able to permit me to reveal your u;i rue. 

After having thought long and much, it seems to me that in order to answer com- 
pletely their intention I ought to present myself also to the Hotel d'Espagne, to be 
known there simply as charged with such a coinmissiou, to open to myself thereby 
ways of serving my constituents on divers occasions which may present themselves 
at one moment or another, aud not incur the blame which may be reflected even on 
these gentlemen oi having neglected a power so worthy of their efforts. For the 
rest I shall uot do or say any thing in this respect till I have had the honor of seeing 
you, sir, and I pray you to believe that I shall observe scrupulously the conduct and 
tbe discretion that you have had the goodness to prescribe to me. 

In consequence I have again conferred with this gentleiuau. He 
went to diue at. that same house, said that I had been with him, and 
that I told him I would go also to the other house the next day at 

II o'clock. 1 went, in fact, and was received fete a tcte with great cere- 
mony io the hall of audience. 1 opened briefly my business and drew 
out a memoir to read to him. He told me that he could not hear 
nie without the order of his master. I read, notwithstanding, aud 
he did not stop his ears. I prayed him to receive and keep the 
memoir. He refused, alleging continually that he could do nothing 
without orders. I drew out then my originals, aud showed him my 
three signatures, which he looked at eagerly. Tu separating I asked 

him to keep my name concealed at . He said to me that lie 

would keep it secret everywhere. He asked me, however, if that was 
my true name, I assured him it was; he paid me some personal com- 
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plitneuts and we parted. I learnt on the next day by another channel 
that he had, notwithstanding, given an account to his master of this 
visit, which suffices nie, tor I have need, as you know, of only one of 
these good houses. I am always very politely received, and as a friend. 
This is all that I ask. I do not multiply too much my visits, hut to 
render them always desirable I never appear there without having 
something interesting to say ; and to this end the letters of my worthy 
correspondent at London are very useful to me. This last has addressed 
to me lately a person whose conversation, joined to the contents of the 
letter of which he was hearer, has served me in the composition of a 
memoir which they approve and I have reason to think they have sent. 

This person has induced me to write a letter to you, dated the 4th of 
August, by way of Bordeaux to St. Domingo, under an envelope of 
Mr. Caton, merchant, at port St. Nicholas, in that island, of which here 
is an extract: 

A gentleman belonging to Jamaica, a particular friend of Dr. Franklin, and very 
well known to bun, lias charged mo to write to him, to assure him on good 
authority of the singular esteem that he haa for him and his friends; that they 
ought to think, and that he prays him to let them know it, that the present voice of 
Parliament is the voice of the English people; that there exists and gathers strength 
a great lody, which in truth ia not the strongest, but which regards the cause of the 
Americans as its own, their safety and liberty as its own, which will prefer to see 
them independent rather than subjugated, and which will make, at the future meet- 
ing of Parliament the greatest efforts hi their favor ; that the basis of this party is 
already forty peers and one hundred and sixty members of the commons. 

The letter which this gentleman brought me began thus : " This will 
be delivered to you by Mr. Ellis, a friend of Dr. Franklin, of liberty, 
and of America. He is a philosopher, very well instructed on the sub- 
ject of America, and 1 trust will be both an agreeable aud useful 
acquaintance while he remains near you,"* This assuring me, I dis- 
covered to him that I was the man whom he was seeking, provided 
with credentials aud orders from Congress sufficient to do all the good 
offices that his friends could wish to render. Thereupon I showed hira 
my credentials; he was satisfied with them, aud we exchanged ad- 
dresses, lie promised to write me, and we separated satisfied with 
each other. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Dumas. 



Arthur Lee to Dumae.t 

London, August 13, 1776. 
Deak Sir: I answered your last letter immediately. I now inclose 
yon several pamphlets, which contain such an authentic state of facts 
and such arguments on the American question as will enable its advo- 
cates with you to maintain their ground against the pensioner of this 



* See Arthur Lee to Dumas, July 6, 1776. 
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court. I beg particularly that you will send some of them to the gen- 
tleman who has answered Pinto, the pensioner of this court. 

The pamphlet entitled the Rights of Great Britain, etc., is full of the 
grossest falsehoods. A very material one is exposed by the inclosed 
extracts from the acts of Parliament granting ho unties upon American 
produce, which proves, by their own words, that those bounties were 
given for their own interests only. Yet that pamphlet has given a long 
list of the amount of those bounties and charged it to the Colonies. 
The fact is as Dr. Smith, a Scotchman, and an enemy to American 
rights, has stated it in his late labored and long-expected book on the 
Wealth of Nations. " Whatever expense," says he, "Great Britain has 
hitherto laid out in maintaining this dependency has really been laid 
out in order to support their monopoly."* Speaking of the debt in- 
curred last war, he says: "This whole expense is, in reality, a bounty, 
which has been given in order to support a monopoly. The pretended 
purpose of it was to encourage the manufactures and to increase the 
commerce of Great Britain." The operation of this monopoly against 
the colony he States thus: "The monopoly of the colony trade, there- 
fore, like all the other mean and malignant expedients of the inercan 
tile system, depresses the industry of all other countries, but chiefly 
that of the Colonies." 

When you write to the Congress, it would be well, I think, to mention 
that, as all the evils have been produced by Scotch couusei and those 
people prosecute the business with more rancor and enmity, a distinc- 
tion ought to be made between the treatment of them and other people 
when made prisoners. 

We expect every day some decisive news from New York. The last 
gazette gives us no reason to fear anything but the chance of war, 
against winch no prudence can provide. We have certain intelligence 
from Canada that it will be the last of August before the boats will be 
ready upon Lake Cham plain for the ministerial army, so that there is 
no possibility of their joining Howe. They are putting eleven ships-of- 
the-line in commission here, which is kept very secret, or it would shake 
the stocks exceedingly. 
Adieu, 

Arthur Lee. 



Lord Howe to Franklin. 1 

Eagle, off Staten Island, August 16, 1776. 
I am sorry, my worthy friend, that ic is only on the assurances you 
give me of ray having still preserved a place in your esteem that 1 can 
now found a pretension to trouble you with a reply to your favor of the 
20th past. ^_ 

*As to A. Lee's antipathy to the Scotch, nee introduction, $148. Adam Smith, so 
far from lieiug an enemy, was friendly to American rights. 
t5 Sparks' Franklin, 103. 
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I can have no difficulty to acknowledge that the powers I am invested 
with were never calculated to negotiate a reunion with America under 
any other description than as subject to the crown of Great Britain. 
But 1 do esteem those powers competent not only to confer and nego- 
tiate with any gentlemau of influence in the Colonies upon the terms, 
but also to effect a lasting peace and reunion between the two countries, 
were the temper of the Colonies such as professed in the last petition 
of the Congress to the lung. America would have judged in the dis- 
cussion how far the means were adequate to the end, both for engaging 
her confidence and proving our integrity. Nor did 1 think it necessary 
to say more m my public declaration, not conceiving it could be under- 
stood to refer to peace on any other conditions but those of mutual in- 
terest to both countries, which could alone render it permanent. 

But as i perceive from the tenor of your letter how little 1 am to 
reckon upon the advantage of your assistance for restoring that per- 
manent union which has long been the object of my endeavors, ami 
which 1 flattered myself when I left England would be iu the compass 
of iny power, I will only add that as the dishonor to which you deem 
me exposed by my military situation in this country has effected no 
change iu your sentiments of personal regard towards me, so shall no 
difference iu political points alter my desire of proving how much I am 
your sincere and obedient humble servant, 

Howe,* 

Deane to the Committee of Secret Correspondence, t 

Paris, Angust 18, 1776. 
I wrote you every material occurrence to the time of my leaving Bor- 
deaux, and sent duplicates by Captains Palmer, Bunker, and Seaver, 
one of which you will undoubtedly have received before this comes to 
hand. I left that city on the last of June aud arrived here the Satur- 
day following, having carefully attended to everything in the manu- 
facturing or commercial towns in my way ; which, indeed, are neither 
numerous nor of great consequence. I spent at Angouleme a day in 
viewing what, as to manufactures alone, deserves attention on the 
journey — the foundry for canuon, where the greatest part of those used 
in the kingdom are manufactured. The cannon are cast solid, after 
which they are put as in a turner's lathe and bored out and the outside 
smoothed aud turned at pleasure. They can bore and complete a 
twelve-pounder in oue day iu each lathe, which takes four men only to 
work. The workmen freely showed me every part of their furnace and 
foundry. On Monday after my arrival 1 waited on my bankers, and 
found that Mr. Bancroft f had arrived the same day with me, Mr. Thomax 

'See for reference to this cucresponilericp, ilsIcx, titles Howe, Fcnnkhn, As to 
character of the Howes, see Franklin's imrrati vo, under date of March ^2, 1775. 

( 1 Force's Archives, 5th series, 101 1 ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Cow., 8, 
. t See introduction, $ lyfj. 
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Morris and M. Veuzonals about ten days before. I waited on M. Du- 
bourg* and delivered him Dr. Franklin's letter, which gave the good 
gentleman the most sincere and real pleasure. 

Mr. Penetyf on bis arrival in Paris, waited on M. Dubourg, showed 
him a copy of his contract with the committee of Congress, and told him 
he had letters from Dr. Franklin to him, but had left them on the road 
or at Rotterdam through fear of a search. He told M, Dubourg, to 
whom he was a perfect stranger, so many particular circumstances that 
he could not doubt of his sincerity, and la consequence he embarked in 
his affairs to a large amount. Five or six weeks have now passed with- 
out the arrival of the letters said to be left on the road. Arms, powder, 
etc., to a large sum were in readiness, when my arrival gave him confi- 
dence that I would take tiie burden oft' him, as ho doubted not that my 
credentials would be explicit. I saw immediately the arrangement 
of the whole, and that M, Penet had returned to France (copy of 
the contract excepted) almost as empty-handed as became to Philadel- 
phia, yet had found means to collect a very considerable quantity of 
stores, part of which he had actually shipped. This circumstance gave 
me hopes ; yet I found that it would now be expected I should become 
responsible for the articles, which embarrassed me much, since to detain 
them would be quite disagreeable, and to step out of my own lino and 
involve myself with Messi'S. Plairae and Penet's contract would be 
equally so, 

M. Tenet had somehow got intelligence of my being in France and 
that I was expected at Paris ; he therefore waited for me, and I saw him 
the next day at my hotel, when he complained of want of remittances, 
and desired me to pledge my credit for the stores, which I waived in 
the best manner I could, for I saw the consequences might involve toe 
in many difficulties and frustrate my greater designs. 1 therefore told 
hiiti I would certify to the merchants, if necessary, that the Congress 
would pay for whatever stores they would credit them with ; and in the 
mean time advised him to proceed strictly agreeable to the letter of the 
contract, and I was positive that theCongress would fulfill their partof it. 
I finally satisfied both him and M. Dubourg, and he parted for Nantes 
to ship the goods the next day. I must do him the justice that is his 
due: he has been indefatigable in the business ; bis heart seems to be 
entirely in it and I believe him honest ; but his connections, either com- 
mercial or political, are not of themselves equal to such an undertak- 
ing; but the cause he was employed in had in a great measure, I found, 
supplied this deficiency, which was to me a favorable appearance. 

M. Dubourg told me that the ministers would not see me, as they 
meant to be quite secretin any countenance they gave the United Colo- 
nies, and that my arrival iu France was already known in London, in 
consequence of which Lord Stormont arrived express but a few days 

" See introduction, $ 74 ; index, title Ditboui'g. t See index, Penet. 
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before and bad applied to the court on the subject. I showed him my 
commission and told him I was determined to apply; for every circum- 
stance, in my opinion, was favorable instead of otherwise. On this lie 
wrote a letter to Count de Yergennes, asking liberty to introduce me 
the Thursday folio wiug, on which day I went to Versailles, and, though 
the letter had not been delivered to his excellency, yet he gave us im- 
mediate admission. Fortunately his chief secretary spoke English well, 
by which means I bad an opportunity of conversing freely with him 
on the subject of my commission for two hours, and was attentively 
and favorably heard by him and was asked many questions, which 
shows that the American disputes had been, and still were, a principal 
object of attention. I pursued nearly the line marktd out by my in- 
structions, stating the importance of the American commerce and the ad- 
vantages Great Britain had received from a monopoly of it. That, all in- 
tercourse ceasing between the two countries, the Colonies had consid- 
ered where they might dispose of that produce which they necessarily 
had so large a s urplus of, and receive for their raw or first materials the 
various manufactures they wanted. That they first turned their eyes 
on France as the best country in Europe for them to bo connected with 
in commerce. That I was purchasing a large quantity of manufact- 
ures, for which I expected to pay the money, and that I should want 
a quantity of military stores, for which remittances would be made. 
That I doubted not tiie Colonies had before this declared independency, 
and that I should soon receive instructions, in consequence, more full 
and explicit; that in the mean time they were very anxious to know 
bow such a declaration would be received by the powers in Europe, 
particularly by France, aud whether iu such case an ambassabor would 
be received from them, etc.? 

To which be replied that the importance of the American commerce 
was well known, and that no country could so well supply the Colonies, 
and in turn receive their produce, as France; it was therefore the in- 
terest of both to have the most free and uninterrupted intercourse, for 
which reason the court had ordered their ports to be kept open and 
equally free to America as to Britain, /that, considering the good un- 
derstanding between the two courts of Versailles and London, they 
could not openly encourage the shipping of warlike stores, but no ob- 
struction of any kind would be given ; if there should, as the custom 
houses were not fully in their secrets iu this matter, such obstructions 
should be removed on the first application. That I must consider my- 
self perfectly free to carry on any kiud of commerce in the kingdom 
which any subject of any other state in the world might, as the court 
bad resolved their ports should be equally free to both parties./ That 
I was under bis immediate protection and should I meet with auy diffi- 
culty, either from their police, with the rules of which he supposed me 
unacquainted, or from auy other quarter, I had but to apply to him aud 
everything should be settled. That as to independency, it was an 
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event in the womb of time, and it would be highly improper for him to 
say anything on that subject until it had actually taken place; mean- 
lime, he informed me that the British ambassador knew of my arrival, 
and therefore advised me not to associate with Englishmen more than 
1 was from necessity obliged, as he doubted not I should have many 
spies on my conduct. 

I then told him the precautions I had taken, and should persevere in, 
in coming from Bermuda, and that I did not mean in public to pass for 
other tbau a merchant from that island on speculation during the 
present cessation of commerce in America ; but, at the same time, I told 
his excellency that I was well assured it was known in London that I 
was coming long before I arrived in Paris, and I doubted not they con- 
jectured my errand ; but at the same time I should take every precau- 
tion in my power, and most sincerely thanked him for his protection 
and assistance so generously offered, which he might depend I would 
never abuse. He was pleased with my having come by Bermuda and 
passing as an inhabitant of that island, and said if questioned he should 
speak of me in that character. He then asked me many questions with 
respect to the Colonies , but what he seemed most to want to be assured 
of was their ability to subsist without their fisheries and under the in- 
terruption of their commerce. To this I replied in this manner: That 
the fisheries were never carried on but by a part of the Colonies, and by 
them not so much as a means of subsistence as of commerce. That, the 
fishery failing, those formerly employed in them turned part to agricult- 
ure and part to the army and navy, That our commerce must for some 
time be in a great measure suspended, but that the greater part of our 
importations were far from being necessaries of life, consequently we 
should not suffer under the want of them, whilst it was not wealth or 
luxuries that we were contending for. That, our commerce ceasing, it 
would be out of the power of our enemies to support themselves on our 
plunder, and on the other hand our ships, as privateers, might harass 
their commerce without a possibility of their retaliating. That I hoped 
to see a considerable marine force in the Colonies, and that, joined to 
the impossibility of Britain's guarding so extensive a coast, would pre- 
serve some of our commerce until it should be thought an object de- 
serving the protection of other powers. 

After many questions on this subject he put this, in which I thought 
he seemed interested— whether, if the Colonies declare an independ- 
ency, they would not differ among themselves? To this I replied 
that the greatest harmony had as yet subsisted, and that I had no 
grounds to doubt it in future ; that the common danger which first 
drove them into measures which must end in such a declaration would 
subsist, and that alone was sufficient to insure their union. 

He then desired me to give his secretary my address, and said, 
though he should he glad to see me often, yet as matters were circum- 
stanced his house was too public a place, but that I might put the 
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same confidence in his secretary as in himself, to whom 1 might apply 
for advice and direction ; but that whenever anything of importance 
occurred I need but inform him and he would see me, but on common 
occasions 1 must address the secretary, which would be every way more 
convenient, as he understood the English language well and was a per- 
son iu whom the greatest confidence could be placed. Having settled 
the mode of intercourse, I expressed the sense I had of his excellency's 
politeness and the generous protection he had given me, and on part- 
ing said if my commission or the mode of introducing the subject were 
out of the usual course, I must rely on his goodness to make allowances 
for a new-formed people, in circumstances altogether unprecedented, 
and for their agent, wholly unacquainted with courts. To which he 
replied that the people and their cause were very respectable in the 
eyes of all disinterested persons, and that the interview had been 
agreeable. 

After this I returned to Paris with M. Dubourg, whose zeal for the 
American cause led him to draw the most favorable consequences from 
this beginning. The next day, while from home, I was informed that 
Count Laureguais* had inquired out my lodgings, immediately after 
which he asked leave to go for England, which was refused by the 
court. The same day I was informed that Sir Hans Stanley and Sir 
Charles Jenkinson, who I knew were at Bordeaux when 1 left it, were 
iu France for the sole purpose of inquiring what agents were herefrom 
the Colonies and what commerce or other negotiation between them 
and the Colonies was carrying on. This alarmed my friends, and as I 
had agreed for other lodgings, to which I was next day to remove, M. 
Dubourg advised me to secrete both my lodgings and name. 1 told 
him that the Count Laureguais' conduct appeared mysterious, yet I 
could never think of keeping myself secret, for though I should not 
seek these gentlemen nor throw myself purposely in their way, yet 1 
must think it an ill compliment to Count Vergenues to suppose, after 
what had passed, that I was not on as good and safe footing in Prance 
as they or any other gentleman could be. However, his uneasiness 
made him write to the count what he had advised, who returned for 
answer that such a step was both unnecessary and impolitic, as it 
would only strengthen suspicions by giving every thing an air of mys- 
tery, while there was not the least occasion for it. 

The next day I had a fresh conference with M. Dubourg, who brought 
me a number of memorials from officers and engineers offering their 
services in America, some of whom I believe deserve the utmost encour- 
agement; but more of this hereafter. While I was casting iu my mind 
how best to improve the present favorable crisis for supplying the Col- 
onies, Monsieur Beaumarchais made proposals for procuring whatever 
should be wanted, but in such a manner as was understood by M. 
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Dabotlrg to amount to a monopoly, which indeed was not his only 
objection, for Monsieur Beau m arch ais, though confessedly a man of 
abilities, had always been a niau of pleasure and never of business; 
but as he was recommended by Count Vergennes, M. Dubourg could 
not avoid noticing him, but immediately expostulated with the count 
in a letter, which brought on embarrassments no way favorable, and I 
saw that M. Dubourg was so far from sounding the views of his supe- 
rior in this uiauceuver, that lie was, with the best intentions in the 
world, in danger of counteracting his own wishes, the extent of which 
were to obtain the supplies of merchants and manufacturers on the 
credit of the Colonies, in which the strictest punctuality and most scru- 
pulous exactness would be necessary, and which, under the present 
difficulties of remittance 1 feared would not be lived up to. 

As I had learned that in the late reform of the French army they had 
shifted their arms for those of a lighter kind, the heavy ones, most of 
which were the same as new, to the amouut of seventy or eighty thou- 
sand, lay useless in ruagaziues, with other military stores in some such 
proportion, I apprehended it no way impossible to come at a supply 
("ram hence through the agency of some merchant, without the ministry 
being concerned in the matter. In such case the merchant would be 
accountable to the ministry and the Colonies to the merchant, by which 
means a greater time of payment might be given aud more allowance 
in case of our being disappoiuied. With this in view, I went to Ver- 
sailles on Wednesday, the 17th, and waited on M. Gerard,* first secre- 
tary of foreign affairs, and presented to him the inclosed memorial,! 
which led to a very particular conversation on the affairs of America, 
and which I turned finally on this subject, to which he would not then 
give me any immediate answer, but promised me one in a day or two. 
Returning to town, 1 found Messrs, Dubourg and Beaumarchais had a 
misunderstanding, the latter giving out that he could effect everything 
we wished for, aud the former, from the known circumstauces of M. 
Beaumarchais and his known carelessness in money matters, suspect- 
ing he could procure nothing, and the more so as he promised so largely. 
They parted much displeased with each other, and Mous. Beaumarchais 
went directly to Versailles. On M. Dubourg's coming aud informing 
me what had passed I immediately wrote to M. Gerard the inclosed 
letter,t aud in return was desired to come with M. Dubourg the next 
morning to Versailles. 

We went as desired, and after explaining many things to M. Gerard 
had a conference with his excellency, from whom I had fresh assur- 
ances of the utmost freedom and protection in their ports and on their 
coasts; that, in one word, 1 might rely on whatever Mous. Beaumar- 
chais should engage in the commercial way of supplies, which, indeed, 
was all I wished for, as I was on the safe side of the question, viz, on 
the receiving part. I communicated to his excellency that clause of 
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my instructions for proem ring arms, etc., of which he asked a copy. I 
then informed him that I considered tlio present as the most critical 
Juncture of American aft'airs ; that the campaign would undoubtedly ho 
carried far into the winter; that supplies now shipped might arrive 
very seasonably in the fall to euable the Colonies to hold out the pres- 
ent campaign. He replied that no delay should be made by any 
obstruction of any officer, or others, of the customs or police. He then 
told me that the Count Laureguais was perhaps a well-meaning man, 
but not sufficiently discreet for such purposes as this; that Mr. Lee 
(meaning Mr. Arthur Lee, of Loudon), had confided, he feared, too much 
in him, and wished me to caution him on the subject, and that if 1 
would write to him he would inclose it in a letter of his by a courier 
that evening.* I most readily embraced this safe way of correspond- 
ing, aud sent a letter I had before written, with an addition on this 
subject, a copy of which is inclosed. 

I have thus given you the heads of my negotiation to this time, July 
20, and will not take up your time in making remarks on it aud the 
prospect before me, which are obvious, but inform you of the plan I 
mean to pursue in the execution of my commission, and hint some 
methods by which I think I may be enabled to complete every part 
of it to your satisfaction and the relief of my country, which is all my 
wish aud the extent of most ambitious hopes. I go on the supposition 
of an actual, unconditional iudependeucy, without which little can be 
effected publicly ; with* it, almost everything we can wish for. 

It is by no means probable that Europe will long remain in a state 
of peace. The disputes between Portugal and Spain are ou the point of 
producing an open rupture; the former relies on England; the latter 
will look to this kingdom, and has already applied to this court on the 
subject. Nothing but the division of Poland has takeu the king of 
Prussia's attention off from the injustice doue him by Great Britain at 
the close of the last war. He has now completed his part of that extra, 
ordinary work, aud, I am well informed, listens with pleasure to the 
dispute between the United Colonies and Great Britain, lie is ambi- 
tious of becoming a maritime power, and is already in possession ol the 
capital ports on the Baltic; but without commerce it is impossible to 
effect the design, and no commerce can put him so directly in the road 
as the American. t The consumption of coffee, sugar, and other West 
India productions increases fast in the north of Europe, ami it must he 
his interest at least to supply his own dominions. In case of a war in 
Europe, France, S[>ain aud Prussia might be brought into one interest, 
and the Emperor of Germany is too closely connected with his majesty 
of France to take part against them, after which, Great Britain having 
her whole force employed in America, there could he nothing ou the 
one hand to prevent Spain and Prance from reducing Portugal to a 
submission to the former, nor from Prussia aud Frauee subduing and 
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incorporating into their own dominions Hanover and tlie other little 
mercenary electorates which lie between them, and winch for several 
centuries have been one principal cause of every war that has happened 
in Europe. 

With respect to Russia,* it is as closely allied to Prussia as to Great 
Britain, and may be expected to be master in the contest, Denmark 
and Sweden are a balance for each other aud opposites, Not to 
enlarge on this plan at present, I have only to suggest that an appli- 
cation to tbe King of Prusia will do no harm, and may be attended 
with good and great consequences; the Prussian ambassador at this 
court and at that of Loudon may be sounded on the subject. But my 
powers and instructions are so limited that I can by no means take 
such a step; yet when 1 see Great Britain exerting her whole force, 
and that of her allies and courtiug every power in Europe to aid her, 
I can but wish she may be counteracted iu her own system, aud, 
by having employ found for her in Europe, bring her to leave America 
in peace, aud I think myself bound in duty to hint at what to me seems 
the most probable means. Dr. Bancroft t was full with me iu this 
opinion. Mous. Chaumout,t a very wealthy person, and inteudant for 
providing clothes, etc., for the French army, has offered me a credit 
on account of the Colonies to the amount of one million of livres, 
which 1 have accepted. 1 have ill treaty another credit, which, joined 
to this, will purchase the articles directed in my instructions; the 
credit will be until May next, before winch I hope remittances will be 
made. I have purchased of said M. Chaumont a quantity of saltpeter 
at ten sous, or five and one-fourth per cent, in order that Captain 
Morgan might not return empty. 

As soon as I have given the orders for dispatching hi in and settled 
some other matters here I design for Dunkirk, to ship the Indian goods, 
which I hope may arrive in season for the winter supply, though I leave 
you to consider my situation, with only about six or seven thousand 
pounds to complete a contract of forty, and the bills for my private 
expenses being protested, obliged to support myself out of that capital, 
which I labor to do with all tbe economy in my power. Dr. Bancroft 
is returned to London, and by him I wrote to Monsieur Gamier, aud 
agreed on a mode of correspondence. I thi uk your remittances in armed 
vessels will be much the best method, and I have ordered Captain 
Morgan's sloop to be armed ; and should she arrive safe, recommend 
him as one I am confident will serve the Colonics with great zeal and 
fidelity ; and I have had some experience of the gooduess of his temper 
and bis abilities. Mr. Seymour, his mate, is also deserving of encour- 
agement as a good seaman aud of undaunted resolution. I am not 
without hopes of obtaining liberty for the armed vessels of the United 
Colonies to dispose of their prizes in the ports of this kingdom, and 
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also for arming and fitting out vessels or war directly from bence j but 
I will not venture on this until I see what effect my last memoir may 
have, the substance of wliicli is to show the danger to Prance and 
Spain if they permit Great Britain to keep so enormous a force iu 
America and to recover the dominion of the Colonies ; also how fully it 
is iu their power to prevent it, and by that means deprive Great Britain 
of the principal source of her wealth and force, even without hazarding 
a war of any consequence in point of danger. 

This memoir, which takes several sheets, I am unable to send you a 
copy of, as I have no one to assist me, and must make out several copies 
for the persons to whom they are to be delivered. I was directed to 
apply for arms and clothes for twenty-five thousand men, and for one 
hundred Held pieces, with ammunition and stores iu proportion. This 
I wished to get of the ministry direct, but they evaded it, and I am now in 
treaty for procuring them, through the agency of Monsieur Chautnont 
and Monsieur Beaumarchais, on a credit of eight months from the time 
of their delivery. If I effect this, as I undoubtedly shall, I must rely 
on the remittances being made this fall aud winter without fail, or the. 
credit of the Colonies must suffer. If T can get the arms out of the 
magazines and the field pieces here I hope for a much longer credit; 
but if we send to Sweden for the brass cannon, the credit will not he 
lengthened beyond that. Some new improvements have lately been 
made in this branch; consequently the cannon now manufactured will he 
preferable to those of former construction. Some engineers here assert 
that iron is preferable to brass— that is, wrought irou — out of which the 
pieces may be made lighter and to a better purpose. Considering the 
waut of these pieces and the plenty of iron in America, the experiment 
might, I think, be made without delay, I am still in hopes of procur- 
ing an admission of the article of tobacco directly from America, but 
the Farmers General will not offer equivalent to the risk. 

Without intelligence from April to this time leaves me quite uncer- 
tain and extremely auxious about the line of conduct now pursuing by 
Congress, and consequently 1 cannot, without further intelligence ami 
instructions, proceed in my negotiation either with safety or honor. 
The resolutiou of Congress of the 15th of May is not considered by 
the ministry aa a declaration of independence, but only a previous 
step, and until this decisive step is taken 1 can do little more to any 
purpose. This taken, I dare pledge myself the United Colonies may 
obtaiu all the countenance and assistance they wish for iu the most 
open and public manner and the most unlimited credit with the mer- 
chants of this kingdom. 1 must, therefore, urge this measure, if not 
already taken, ami that the declaration be iu the most full and explicit 
terms. 

Merchants here would speculate deeply iu the American trade could 
they be insured at auy premium within bounds. I wish to know if 
offices are already open, aud 1 would suggest that if the Congress 
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would take the insurance under their own direction, it would give it 
sack a proportionally greater credit, that supplies would most certainly 
be obtained iu plenty. I shall be able to secure a private interview 
with the Spanish ambassador and shall present kirn my memorial, and 
am in a train which I think will carry it quite to the fountain head. 

Thus I have in a minute, possibly a tedious, detail mentioned every- 
thing material on my mind which has occurred since my arrival, and 
submit the whole to the wisdom and candor of the honorable Congress, 
observing that 1 have gone to the extent of my instructions, and 
though I have been successful beyond my expectations, yet I have but 
been laboring principally to set certain great wheels in motion, which 
still want something more decisive on my part, and I am confident of 
all that is wanting to set them so effectually moving as to roll (be 
burden and calamities of war from our doors back with aggravated 
ruin on its authors, which, if I can be the means of effecting, the world 
may bestow the rest of its honors on whom it pleases ; I shall be con- 
tented, the extent of my most ambitions hopes thus accomplished. 

I have now to urge a survey with respect to the contents of this letter 
More that is said in Congress transpires and crosses the Atlantic than 
you conceive of; more than I can account for without having unchar- 
itable thoughts of individuals, still without fixing them ou any one. 
I have written a short letter to Mr, Jay ou common affairs, and have 
inclosed one to Monsieur Longueville, which I pray may be forwarded; 
the letter is from his friends here, who have beard of his beiug a pris- 
oner somewhere in America. M. Dubourg has continued to render me 
every assistance in his power; to be particular would swell this letter 
beyond all bounds. His abilities and connections arc of the first style 
in this kingdom, and his zeal for the cause of the United Colonics is to 
be described only by saying that at times it is in danger of urging him 
beyond both ; in short, 1 am every way deeply indebted to him per- 
sonally for bringing me acquainted with agreeable persons of rank and 
character, and on account of my honored constituents for assisting me 
to make such a favorable beginning and progress in my business.* I 
know not how affluent he may be, but as be has really for some time 
devoted himself to assist in this uegotiation, I am confident something 
honorable will be thought of for him, I have complimented him by 
asking of him his portrait to be sent to his and my friends in America 
in my private capacity, mentioning our mutual friend Dr. Franklin. 
This I found so agreeable, that I am confident some such distinction 
would be more acceptable than more lucrative rewards. Dr. B. took 
pains to collect all the political publications of the last year for me 
and brought them with him ; he was at considerable expense in his 
journey; 1 sent him from Bordeaux a bill of thirty pounds and paid 
his expenses in my lodgings here. At parting I desired him to keep an 
account, and when the money was expended to inform me. This gen- 
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tt etnan is certainly capablo of giving aa good, if not the best, intelli- 
gence of any man in Great Britain, as he is closely connected with tlie 
most respectable of the minority iti both houses, not particularly ob- 
noxious to the majority, ami for his abilities, they are too well known 
to Dr. Franklin to need any attempt to do them justice in a letter, 

I am, with the highest esteem ami respect for the honorable Congress 
and their committee of secret correspondence, etc., 

Silas Deane. 

August I. — Since writing the foregoing I have been at [ Versailles j, 
and am of opinion that a war between Portugal and Spain is at the 
door, aud I have had an iuterviw proposed with the ambassador of 
Portugal, who resides here, on commercial affairs, which I have most 
readily embraced, and expect to see him again on Wednesday next, 
after which 1 will write you further. His proposals are merely commer- 
cial, as is his station, but something else may be investigated. 

August 2. — I should have sent this off earlier, but delayed on account 
of hearing something more directly, if I might depend on certain arti- 
cles for which I was in treaty; I am now assured I may, and the whole 
will be ready to ship in all the month of October. My next labor will 
be to obtain a convoy, which I do not despair of, though it is a delicate 
question, and I have only sounded at a distance, yet I have no doubt 
of obtaining one, at least off the coastof Europe, and the articles will be 
shipped as for the West India Islands. I propose arming and well 
manning the vessels in which these articles shall be embarked, and I 
advise again the sending all remittances to Europe in armed vessels. 
The probability of meeting with English merchants is well worth the 
risk. I hope that it will be considered that one hundred field pieces, 
and arms, clothing, and accoutrements, with military stores for twenty- 
five thousand men, is a large affair; and that, although I am promised 
any credit, yet as they must be paid for, the sooner the better, if to be 
done without too great a risk. 

A considerable part of these articles are now on hand, and orders are 
issued for the others by the contractors this day. I prefer Bordeaux 
to any other port for shipping them from, bnt the remittances must be 
made to several, on which I will give yon my opinion in my next. A 
number of gentlemen of rank and fortune, who have seen service ami 
have good characters, are desirous of serving the United Colonies, and 
have applied ; pray let me have orders on this subject. If it be politic 
to interest this kingdom in the present contest, what way so effectual 
as to get into their debt for supplies, aud employ persons of good fam- 
ily and connections in it in our service f I have given encouragement, 
on which some are prepared to embark. OneMonsieurC, a celebrated 
engineer, who was chief in that way iu the Turkish army, is returned, 
and is willing to go to America, but the ministry cauuot as yet spare 
him, as certain regulations are making elsewhere; possibly he may go 
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out some time in the winter; he is a first character in his profession and 
otherwise. Indeed, this contention has set on foot such a spirit of in- 
quiry in Europe into the state of America, that I am convinced that at 
the first close of this war, if, as I trust in God, it will close in our favor, 
there will he au inundation of inhabitants from this side of the globe. 
Many persons of capital fortunes have declared to me their resolution 
of moving to America as soon as the liberties of America shall he estab- 
lished, and that many of their frieuds will accompany them. 

August 15.— I received from a friend at Amsterdam a letter inform- 
ing me that he would be with me on the 20th, and as the vessel could 
not be sooner ready to sail I determined not to risk this packet by a 
private hand or by the public post ; he is now arrived and takes charge 
of it in person. Were it possible, I would attempt to paint to you the 
heart-rending anxiety I have suft'ered in this time through a total want 
of intelligence. My arrival here, my name, my lodgings, and many other 
particulars have been reported to the British administration, on which 
they sent orders to the British ambassador to remonstrate in high terms • 
and, to enforce their remonstrances, dispatched Wedderburu* from 
London and Lord Rochford from Holland as a person of great interest 
and address to counteract me. They have been some time here, and 
the city swarms with Englishmen, and as money purchases everything 
in this country, I have had, and still have, a most difficult task to avoid 
their machinations. Not a coffee-house or theater or other place of 
public diversion but swarms with their emissaries ; but knowing the 
ministry are my friends, I attend these places as others, but cautiously 
avoid saying a word on American affairs anywhere except in my own 
hotel or those of my intimate friends. 

I have seen many more of the persons in power in this time and had 
long conversations with them. Their intentions arc good and they ap- 
pear convinced, but there is wanting a great and daring genius at their 
head, which the Count Maurepas is very far from beiug.f Be has even 
imbibed n notion that no assistance is necessary, as the Colonies are 
too powerful for Great Britain. All eyes are turned on the Doc de 
Choiseul. I am convinced the moment he comes into office an active, 
open, and [friendly part] will be taken. I think he will be minister 
very soon; meantime I have nothing to complain of the [present min- 
isters). Indeed, tbey will not be altered if betakes the lead. I find M. 
Beanmai'chais, as I before hinted, possesses the entire confidence of 
the ministry; he is a man of wit and genius and a considerable writer 
on comic and political subjects. All my supplies are to come through 
his hands, which at first greatly discouraged my friends, knowing him 
to be a person of no interest with the merchants ; but bad I been as 
doubtful as they, I could not have stepped aside from the path so cor- 
dially marked out for me by those I depend on. M. Coudray,$ the en- 
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gineer I before Mated at, obtained liberty last week to go for America, 
with as many engineers as lie should choose, and was not only assured 
of SI. Beaumarcbais being able to procure the stores he had stipulated 
for, but received orders for them and liberty to take two hundred 
pieces of brass cauuou, lest part might be intercepted. M. Co ml ray 
has the character of the first engineer in the kingdom, and his manners 
and disposition will, I am confident, be highly pleasing to yon, ns he is 
a plain, modest, active, sensible man, perfectly averse to frippery and 
parade. Sly friends here rejoice at the acquisition, and considering the 
character of the man, and at whose hands I in effect received him, 1 
must congratulate you on it. Several young gentlemen of fortune, 
whose families are nearly connected with the court, are preparing to 
embark for America, by each of whom 1 shall without disguise write 
you the characters they sustain here. I have told them that merit is 
the sole object with the Congress. The bearer can give you some idea 
of the situation I am in should this packet fail; and should he arrive 
with it, he may explain some part of it. I am confident his attention 
to the affairs of America here will be considered by the Congress. I 
have found him in the mercantile way active and intelligent. 

Mr. Carmichael * is now with me from Maryland, and I find him a 
person of great merit. Respecting the Colonies, he is recommended as 
such by [name wanting], from whom he has received a letter, but of no 
immediate importance. He proposes seeing me here this month. M. 
Dumas has written ine two letters from The Hague, but so timid that 
he has not ventured to sign either, though he speaks in the highest 
terms of the American cause. The pamphlet called Common Sense has 
been translated, and has a greater run, if possible, here than in America. 
A person of distinction, writing to his noble friend in office, has these 
words : 

Je jiense comme vous, mou eher coiute, qne ]o Common Sense cat uue excellente 
ouvrago, etque sou auteur est un dea plus granite Idgi slat e ti rs lies millions (Tdcri vain a. 
que uoub couuoissions ; il u'est pas iloutcux, que si les Americaina suivout )e beau 
plan, que leur com patriate leur a trad, ils duviendront la nation la plus tloriseante, 
et la plua bun reuse, qui ait jamais exiatfi. 

Thus freely do men think and write iu a country long since deprived 
of the essentials of liberty. As I was favored with a sight of the letter 
and permitted to make this extract, I thought it worth sending you as 
a key to the sentiments of some of the leading men. I must again re- 
mind you of my situation here. The bills designed for my use are pro- 
tested, and expenses rising fast in consequence of the business on my 
hands, which I may ouuo account neglect, and a small douceur, though 
1 have been sparing in that way, is sometimes of the utmost impor- 
tance. The quantity of stores to be shipped will anion ntto a large sum ; 
the very charge on them will be great, for which I am the only respon- 
sible person. Five vessels arrived from America with fish, which is a 
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prohibited article, and the officers of the customs detained them, on 
which 1 was sent to, and informed that if those vessels came from the 
Congress to me they should be permitted to unload and sell. Here 
was a difficulty, indeed, for the captains had not so much as applied to 
mc by letter. However, I assured the [ministers] that there could be no 
doubt but they were designed for that use, and that the letters to me 
must have miscarried, on which orders were issued for unloading and 
storing those cargoes until further intelligence should arrive. I mention 
this case in confidence, and pray that in future some regulation may be 
made on this subject, and that vessels coming out may be directed to 
apply to me as their agent or owner at least, and I will procure in the 
different ports houses of known reputation to transact their business. 
This is absolutely necessary, for by this means their articles may be 
admitted. Tobacco may come in this way and every other article, fl 
amj deeply indebted ostensibly to M. Beaumarchais; he can obtain the 
liberty for. the discharge of their debts. M. Ooudray will see that the 
articles of ammunition, cannon, etc., are provided in the best manner 
for the army, and will embark himself by the 1st of October. 

I wrote you from Bermuda on the subject of seizing and fortifying 
that island. I am well informed the British ministry have had it in 
contemplation, and propose doing it next spring. Mr. Warder, of Phila- 
delphia, came a few days since from Bordeaux to Paris, and called on 
me with some young gentlemen from New England. He brought let- 
ters from my good friends Messrs. [Delaps] in consequence of letters 
to thera from Mr. Alsop. I received him, as I do all my country men, 
with real pleasure. A gentleman preseut warned him against convers- 
ing with a particular person in Paris, to which Mr, W, seemed to agree, 
yet I am told he went directly from my hotel to that person, and in- 
formed him of every thing he heard mentioned and of every person he 
saw visiting me. Happily he could inform nothing of any consequence, 
for my chamber was full of a mixed company, and the conversation was 
general, and iu French and in English ; but this conduct of his, with 
his want of common complaisance in leaving the city without calliug 
on me to receive any letters I might have for London, which he had 
promised to convey, has given me some uneasiness; and I mention the 
incident only as a caution how and what persons are recommended. 
The pleasure I feel in seeing one of my own countrymen is such, that I 
may be in as great danger from them as others, possibly much more. I 
should be unhappy if any suspicion should operate to the prejudice of 
this person without cause; but my friends here, who are kindly atten- 
tive to every thing that is said or done which respects America, think 
very strange of his conduct. 

1 rely on your indulgence for the length and incorrectness of this 
letter. T have had much on my hands, and no one to assist me in copy- 
ing, etc. Visits from persons to whom I can not be denied, or visiting 
them, with constant applications made on various subjects, take up my 
mornings, and 1 have bad only now aud then an evening to write in. 
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I have seen the prime agent, who proposed something in the way of 
supplying the Colonies with military stores from Prussia. I shall con- 
fer further on the subject with him and write you. I have drawn up a 
memorial on the commerce of America and its importance, to Europe, 
and shall present it to morrow to the different personages concerned. I 
shall send a copy, if I can get one made, by this conveyance. The debt 
of the Colonies iu carrying on the war is a common topic for ministerial 
writers; but permit me to assure you, at the close of this long letter, 
that the demand for land iu America, if its liberties are established, 
will more thau compensate the whole expense. I will in afufnre letter 
be more explicit on this important subject, but am well convinced of 
the certainty of this fact, "that the advance in the price of lands in 
America, if the Colonies are victorious, will more than reimburse the 
expenses of the war." I have nothing material to add. Never were a 
people more anxious for news than the people of this kingdom are for 
news from America ; and surely you wilt put me down as .one of the 
first iu the roll of America u heroes, when you consider my situation, 
plunging into very important engagements, which I cau by no means 
avoid, yet without funds to support them. But I will not enlarge on 
this subject, and ouly say that I have met with every possible encour- 
agement from every persou I have seen, whether in or out of office, and 
I believe no person iu the same space of time ever conferred with more 
of both. My being known to be an American, and supposed to be one 
of the Congress and in business for the United Colonics, has intro- 
duced me beyond what almost any other recommendation could have 
done, which I mention to con vince you of the attention paid hereto 
the cause of the United Colonies and how very popular it has become 
iu this country. 

I have repeatedly seen Mr. Eopkius, formerly of Maryland, now ad- 
vanced to be a brigadier- general iu this service. He talks of coming 
out to America. Should the Due de Choiseul, who is his friend and 
patron, come into the lead of administration, he might come out to ad- 
vantage. Insurance from London to Jamaica is 20 per cent. If a few 
of our cruisers should venture on this coast they might do very well, 
as they would find protection iu the harbors of this kingdom. Coming 
ostensibly for the purpose only of commerce or otherwise no questions 
would be asked, and they might wait until an opportunity offered (of 
which they might be minutely informed), and then strike something to 
the purpose. I give this hint to individuals rather than to the honor- 
able Congress as a body. The bearer, Mr, McCreary, has obliged me 
by copying my memoir, which L send herewith. It has had agreatrnii 
among the ministers of this and some other courts iu a private way. 
M. Beaumarchais writes by this opportunity ; he has shown me his let- 
ter, and I have agreed iu genera! to the contents, not understanding 
any exclusive privilege for his house. Everythiug he says, writes, or 
does is in reality the action of the ministry; for that a man should but 
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a few months since confine himself from his creditors, and now, on this 
occasion, be able to advance half a million, is so extraordinary, that it 
ceases to be a mystery. M, Coudray was not in the Turkish service, as 
I was informed ; it was a gentleman who proposes accompanying him ; 
but he is an officer of the first eminence, an adjutant- general in the 
French service, and his prospects here of rising are exceeding good ; 
but he is dissatisfied with an idle life. His proposals in general have 
been that he should be general of the artillery, and subject only to the 
orders of Congress or their committee of war or of their commander-in- 
chief of the army where he might be. In the next place, that he should 
rank as major-general, and have the same wages, etc., coming in as 
youngest major-general for the present, and rising, of course. 

Many other particulars are not yet adjusted; but considering the 
importance of having two hundred pieces of brass cannon, with every 
necessary article for twenty-five thousand men, provided with an able 
and experienced general at the head of it, warranted by the minister 
of this court to be an able and faithful man, with a number of fine 
and spirited young officers in his train, and all without advancing one 
shilling, is too tempting an object for me to hesitate about, though I 
own there is a silence in my instructions. I therefore honestly declare 
I am at your mercy iu this case, aud I have no uneasiness of mind on 
the occasion, for should I be sacrificed, it will be in that cause to 
which I have devoted my life and every [thing] in it. The terms of M, 
Coudray* may be thought high ; but consider a person leaving a certain 
and permanent service, and his native country, to go he hardly knows 
where, and it must be supposed he will ask at least as good terms as 
he could have in his own country ; but as the terms have not beeu par. 
tieularly considered, I must defer anything further on this subject for 
the preseut, hourly in hopes of some explicit intelligence from the 
honorable Congress. You have the good wishes of every oue here. 
Chevalier de Ohastellier desires me this instant to writedown bis com- 
pliments to Dr. Franklin ; and with pleasure I say the being known to 
be his friend is oue of the best recommendations a man can wish to 
have in France, and will introduce him wheu titles fail. 

S. D.t 

* See introduction, $ 82. 

tNo copy of this letter is in the Department. It was taken by Mr. Sparks from 
the appendix to the first volume of Pitkins' History. The words in brackets fill 
gaps existing in Sparks' tost; and lor these words I am indebted to Mr. Ishani, of 
the New York Historical Society, who tella me they were made by him as conject- 
ures. In a memorandum of Mr. Sparks, among bis papers in the Harvard library, 
he speaks of having beeu able to supply, from a copy furnished him by Mr. Mitchell, 
of Hartford, -'the blanks in my copy of the work. Except," he continues, " in two 
instances of names, which wore purposely left blank by the author." Mr. Sparks 
adds: "The blanks in the printed copy appear to have been caused by the blind- 
ness of the manuscript." I have not been able to obtain access to this corrected 
TOlume. It is riot, 1 am lold, in the Harvard library, 
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Deane to Dumas.* 

Paris, August 18, 1776, 
Sir: Your favor of the 8tb, and one earlier, but without a date, are 
before me, aud I return you my thanks for the attention paid to mine, 
and more especially for the good opinion you entertain of my country- 
men and your tenders of service. The business before rao is of such 
a nuture that I must be detained some time in this city. If I take a 
journey to Holland, it will be my choice to make it as a private gentle- 
man; as such I am in Paris, aud tbat character I shall keep, unless 
obliged to alter it. Parade and pomp have no charms in the eyes of a 
patriot, or even a man of common good sense ; but, at the same time, 
I can never submit to the changing of my name, unless I am convinced 
tbat so humiliating a step will promote the service of uiy country. I 
can pass unnoticed under that name, as well as any other, whilst I 
conduct in every other step as a private gentleman. I have now hut 
little hopes of being in Holland till October, before which such intelli- 
gence may arrive from America as may alter my present designs 

The declaration of independency made by the United Colonies is an- 
nounced in the English papers, but 1 have received no dispatches on 
the event, though I am in daily expectation of them. You ask me two 
questions in your first letter. To the former I answer at once affirma- 
tively, that I have a certain prospect of succeeding in my business; 
but, as to the latter or second query I cannot so readily reply, for I 
know not how far the knowledge of me and my concerns may have ex- 
tended. I am here as a private merchant, and appear as such, what- 
ever suspicion may circulate. As such I can travel, I trust, in your 
country, which 1 most ardently wish to see, aud the more so on account 
of the kind, simple, and engaging invitation you have given me. It 
really affected me, and brought instantaneously to view those happy 
and peaceful scenes of domestic felicity to which I am at present a 
stranger. Yon have all I can give you, a grateful acknowledgment of 
your kindness, aud depend that I will iu person acknowledge it on my 
first arrival in Holland. 

It is the policy of the United Provinces of Holland to be neuter to 
every attention,! The United Colonies only wish them to keep steady 
to their only true system of policy in the present case; and give me 
leave to say tbat a reflection on their former struggles must show them 
in what point of light the Americans are to be considered. The United 
Colonies ask no aid or alliances. Let Britain court every, even the 
most petty and mercenary, power iu Europe, the United Colonies only 
ask for what nature surely entitles all men to, a free and uninterrupted 
commerce and exchange of the superfluities of one country for those of 
another, and the first power iu Europe which takes advantage of the 
present favorable occasion must exceed every other in commerce. 
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But I am rambling. I pray to know in your next letter what sums 
are due to Holland from the Government of England. Whether the 
King of Prussia is wholly inattentive to the present proceedings, and 
on which side his wishes are. Omnia tentunda. I really hope to be at 
The Hague in October, and promise myself great pleasure in seeing 
you and your lady, to whom, though otherwise unknown, since you 
have introduced me, you can not refuse presenting my best respects. 
I am, with great esteem, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



■'R. Hortaiez & Co." { Beaumarchais) to the Committee of Secret Corres- 
pondence.* 

[Translation, ] 

Paris, August iS, 1776. 

Gentlemen : The respectful esteem that I bear towards that brave 
people who so well defend their liberty under your conduct has induced 
me to form a plan concurring in this great work, by establishing an 
extensive commercial house, solely for the purpose of serving yon in 
Europe, there to supply you with necessaries of every sort, to furnish 
you expeditiously and certainly with all articles— clothes, linens, pow- 
der, ammunition, muskets, cannon, or even gold for the payment of your 
troops, and iu general every thing that can be useful for the honorable 
war in which you are engaged. Your deputies, gentlemen, will find in 
me a sure friend, an asylum in my house, money in my coffers, and every 
means of facilitating their operations, whether of a public or secret 
nature. I will, if possible, remove all obstacles that may oppose your 
wishes from the politics of Europe. 

At this very time, and without waiting for any answer from you, 1 
have procured for yon about two hundred pieces of brass cannon, four- 
pounders, which will be sent to you by the nearest way, two hundred 
thousand pounds of cannon powder, twenty thousand excellent fusils, 
some brass mortars, bombs, cannon balls, bayonets, platiues, clothes, 
linens, etc, for the clothing of your troops, and lead for musket balls. 
An officer of the greatest merit for artillery and genius, accompanied by 
lieutenants, officers, artillerists, canuoniers, etc., whom we think neces- 
sary fur the service, will go for Philadelphia even before you have 
received my first despatches. This gentleman is one of the greatest 
presents that my attachment can offer you. Tour deputy, Mr. Deane, 
agrees with me in the treatment which he thinks suitable to his office; 
ami I have found the power of this deputy sufficient that I should pre- 
vail with this officer to depart under the sole engagement of the deputy 
respecting him, the terms of which I have not the least doubt but 
Congress will comply with. The secrecy necessary in some part of the 

"1 Sp:trks' Dip. Eev. Corr.,27. As to Beaumarchais, see introduction, $$ 61-66; 
in ilex, title Beau m arch aia. 
9 WH — VOL II 
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operation which I have undertaken for your service requires also, on 
your part, a formal resolution that all the vessels and their demands 
should be constantly directed to our house alone, in order that there 
may be no idle chattering or time lost — two things that are the ruin of 
affairs. You will advise me what the vessels contain which you shall 
send into our ports. I shall choose so much of their loading, iu return 
for what I have sent, as shall be suitable to me when I have not been 
able beforehand to inform you of the cargoes which I wish. [ shall 
facilitate to you the loading, sale, and disposal of the rest. For instance, 
five American vessels have just arrived in the port of Bordeau x, laden 
with salt fish. Though this merchandise, coming from strangers, is pro- 
hibited in our ports, yet as soon as your deputy had told me that these 
vessels were sent to him by you to raise money from the sale for aiding 
him iu his purchases in Europe, I took so much care that I secretly ob- 
tained from the Farmers-General an order for lauding it without auy 
notice being taken of it. I could even, if the case had so happened, have 
taken on my own account these cargoes of salted fish, though it is no 
way useful to me, and charged myself with its sale and disposal, to 
simplify the operation and lessen the embarrassments of the merchants 
and of your deputy. 

I shall have a correspondent in each of our seaport towns, who, on 
the arrival of your vessels, shall wait on the captains, and offer every 
service in my power. He will receive their letters, bills of lading, and 
transmit the whole to me. Even things which you may wish to arrive 
safely in any country in Europe, after having conferred about them 
with your deputy, I shall cause to be kept in some secure place. Even 
the answers shall go with great punctuality through me, and this way 
will save much anxiety and many delays. I request of you, gentlemen, 
to send me next spring, if it is possible tor you, ten or twelve thousand 
hogsheads, or more if you can, of tobacco from Virginia of the best 
quality. 

You very well understand that my commerce with you is carried on 
in Europe; that it is in the ports of Europe I make and take returns. 
However well-bottomed my bouse may be, and however I may have 
appropriated many millions to your trade alone, yet it would be impos- 
sible for me to support it if all the dangers of the sea, of exports and 
imports, were not entirely at your risk. Whenever you choose to re- 
ceive my goods in auy of our windward or leeward islands you have 
only to inform nie of it, and my correspondents shall be there accord- 
ing to your orders, and then you shall have no augmentation of price 
but of freight and insurance. But the risk of being taken by your ene- 
mies still remains with you, according to the declaration rendered in- 
contestable by the measures I shall take by yourdeputy himself. This 
deputy should receive, as soon as possible, full power and authority to 
accept what I shall deliver to him, to receive my accounts, examine 
them, make payments thereupon, or enter into engagements which yon 
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shall be bound to ratify as the bead of that brave people to whom I am 
devoted; in short, always to treat about your interests immediately 
with me. 

Notwithstanding tbe open opposition which the King of Prance, his 
ministers, and the agents of administration show, and ought to show, 
to everything tbafc carries the least appearance of violating foreign 
treaties and the internal ordinances of the kingdom, I dare promise to 
you, gentlemen, that my indefatigable zeal shall never be wanting to 
clear up difficulties, soften prohibitions, and, iu short, facilitate all 
operations of a commerce which my advantage, much less than yours, 
has made me undertake with you. What I have just informed you of 
is only a general sketch, subject to all the augmentations and restric- 
tions which events may point out to us. 

One thing can never vary or diminish: it is the avowed and ardent 
desire I have of serving you to tbe utmost of my power. You will 
recollect my signature, that one of your friends in Loudon, some time 
ago, informed you of my favorable disposition towards you and my 
attachment to your interest. Look upon my house, then, gentlemen, 
from henceforward as the chief of all useful operations to you in Europe, 
aud my person as one of the most zealous partisans of your cause, the 
soul of your success, and a man most deeply impressed with respectful 
esteem, with which 1 have the honor to be, 

Rod ER I QUE riOKTALEZ & Co.* 

P, S. — I add here, to conclude, that every American vessel, though 
not immediately armed or loaded by you, will be entitled to my good 
offices iu this country; but yours, particularly addressed to my house, 
will receive a particular preference from me. I ought also to intimate 
to you, gentlemen, that from the nature of my connection it is to be 
wished you would use discretion even in the accounts that you give to 
the general Congress, Everything that passes in your great assemblies 
is known, 1 cannot tell how, at the court of Great Britain. Some indis- 
creet or perfidious citizen sends an exact account of your proceedings to 
the palace of St; James. In times of great exigency Rome had a dic- 
tator ; and iu a state of danger, tbe more the executive power is brought 
to a point, the more certaiu will be its effect, and there will be less to 
fear from iudiscretiou. It is to your wisdom, gentlemen, that I make 
this remark ; if it seems to you just and well planned, look upon it as a 
new mark of my ardor for your rising Republic. 

R. H. & CO. 

This letter on its face allows how much of the dramatic element was thrown by 
Beauinaruhais into his new ad venture. The house of Hortalez was a Action ; Hortakz 
himaelf did not exist ; hut just as the uon-exiatent Spanish merchant was put, tor 
sensational purposes, into a sumptuous palace, the old Hotel de Holland, as a coun- 
try house, so, when Beauinarchais wroie to Congress in Kortalez* name, he put on 

* See, as to this address, introduction, $ 61. 
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all the sirs in which, if writing a new SpauUu play, lie would hive clothed a pom- 
pous Spanish capitalist eoiuing in as one of his dramatii persona:. It the commit- 
tee of secret correspondence had not had sortie inkling of the nature of its trau3ats- 
tiou, the tone of this letter would have made the alleged loan appear to them as the 
vagaries of a dream. No answer was sent to " R. H. &■ Co." ' 



Dearie to Beaumarchais.t 

Paeis, August 19, 177<). 
Sir: Since the stores and goods have heeti engaged and getting 
reaily I have made inquiry of several merchants respecting the char- 
ter of vessels for America generally, without mentioning what their 
cargoes should consist of, and have written in tbe said way to some of 
my correspondents, and in the whole I find I shall not be able to pro- 
vide them so early as is necessary at any rate, and I fear not without 
making their destination and object too public. Von will recollect that 
I mentioned my apprehensions on this subject some days since, and 
now propose (if consistent with your other engagements) that you would 
take the procuring of the vessels necessary on you, at least so far as to be 
security for the payment of their charter. It gives me pain to put this 
additional trouble and expense on you, but I know that you think 
tiothing within your power is too great to he undertaken for the service 
of the United Colonies of America, whose grateful acknowledgments 
must equal, though they can never exceed, your generous exertions in 
their favor at this critical and important period of their affairs. These 
vessels will return with cargoes ou your account, which, with what 
will probably arrive from other remittances, will enable you to proceed 
to the greatest extent in executing the great and liberal phm you have 
proposed. I shall do myself the honor of waiting on you to-morrow 
morning ou this and other affairs. Meantime I am, with the utmost re- 
spect and attachment, sir, 
Yours, etc., 

Silas Deane.J: 



Deane to Vergennes,§ 

PARIS, August 22, 1776. 
SIR: I was this morning informed of the arrival of Mr. Arthur Lee, 
aud that he would be in Paris to morrow. This was surprising to me, 
as 1 knew of no particular affair that might call him here, and, consiil- 

* See, fully, introduction, $ 5*3 Jf, 61; index, Beaumarcbais. 
t House Doc. No. Ill, appendix, 15th Cong., lstsoss. 
! See introduction, j 3 i ff.; index, title, Beanniarchais. 

$ I Sparks' Dip. Rev. Cirr., 30. This letter notes the beginning of the acquaintance 
between Deane and Arthur Lee. On both sides there was jealousy, which ou Lea's 
part was to grow into a fierce animosity, which had serious eousequeoces, personal 
as well as public. See introduction, j$ US-IW; index, titles, Deaue, A. Lee. 
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ering the extreme jealousy of the British minister at this time, and 
that Mr. Lee was the agent of the United Colonies in Great Britain 
and known to be such, t could wish, unless he had received some par- 
ticular intelligence from the United Colonies, that he had suspended his 
visit, as I kuow not otherwise how he can serve mo or my affairs, now 
{with the most grateful sense I mention it) in as favorable course a§ 
the situation of the times will admit. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Franklin to Crates." 

P h ii ; AD ELPHI A j August 2S, 177C. 
Dear Sir : The Congress being advised that there was a probability 
that the Hessians might be induced to quit the British service by offers 
of land came to two resolves for this purpose, which, beiug translated 
into German and printed, are sent to Staten Island to be distributed, 
if practicable, among those people. Some of them have tobacco marks 
on the back, so that, tobacco being put up in them in small quantities, 
as the tobacconists use, and suffered to fall into the hands of these peo- 
ple, they might divide the papers as plunder before their officers could 
come to the knowledge of the contents and prevent their being read 
by the men. That was the first resolve. A second has since been made 
for the officers themselves. I am desired to send some of both sorts to 
you, that, if you And it practicable, you may convey them among the 
Germans that shall come against you. 

■ii Bigelow's Franklin, 16. 

Horatio Gates was born in England In 1728, According to Horace Walpole, who 
was bis godfather, he " was the son of a housekeeper of the second Duke of Leeds, 
who, marrying a young husband when very old, had. this son by him." (2 Walpole's 
Journal of the Reign of George III, 200), When tweuty-oue years of age Gates 
served under Braddock at the lime of the latter's defeat. After this, "although his 
advancement had been unusually rapid, he was disappointed ; and having married a 
lady of high connections, he sold his commission, and endeavored, through the influ- 
ence of his friends and the family relations of his wife, to obtain a lucrative appoint, 
ineut under the government. Failing in this, he emigrated to America and settled 
on an estate which lie purchased in Berkeley county, Virginia." (Baxter's Digby's 
Journal, 169m.) On the organization of the Continental Army, in 1775, he was appointed 
adjutant general, with the rank of brigadier. He was placed at first nnder Wash- 
ington's cunmiand at Cam bridge, and in June, 1776, was placed at the head of the 
troops wbieh were then retreating from Canada. In this position he gained the con- 
fidence of the New England troops, and became a confidential correspondent of 
Samuel Adams, of Richard H. Lee, and others who were restive nnder the supposed 
"Fabianism" of Washington. General Schuyler, who had Washington's confidence, 
was then in command of the troops detached to oppose Burgoyno's invasion, but 
to Schuyler Samuel Adams and other leading New Eugland patriots, were opposed, 
charging hiin with extreme caution and with want of personal attractiveness. They 
succeeded in having Schuyler auBperseded by Gates, though the line of campaign 
which ended in Burgoyne's surrender had been projected by Schuyler. Gates* sue- 
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The Congress continue firmly united, and we begin to distresa the 
enemy's trade very much; many valuable prizes beiug continually 
brought iu. Arms and ammunition are also continually arriving, tlie 
French haviug resolved to permit the exportation to us, as they heartily 
wish us success; so that iu another year we shall be well provided. 

As you may not have seen Dr. Trice's excellent pamphlet, *fbr writing 
which the city of Loudon presented him a freedom iu a gold box of fifty 
pounds value, I send you one of them. 

My last advices from England say that the ministry have done their 
utmost iu fitting out this armament, and that if it fails they can not find 
means nest year to go on with the war. AVbile I am writing comes an 
accouut that the armies were engaged on Long Island, the event 
unknown, which throws us into anxious suspense. God grant success. 
I am, etc., 

B. Franklin. 



Dumas to the Committee of Secret Correspondence, t 

September 1, 177G. 

Gentlemen: After having sent to your correspondent at, St.Eustatia, 
whose address you gave me in yourletter of the 12th of December, 1775, 
ray third letter, of which you have here annexed a large extract, I com- 
mence ray fourth dispatch, 

M. Hortalez.f of whom Mr. Arthur Lee spoke iu two of his letters, has 
not yet appeared, nor have I received the letter that you say you have 
written to me between that of the 12th of December, 1775, and that of 
the 2d of March, 1776. The non-appearance of this gentleman and of 
the letter here referred to disquiets ine somewhat, not only because all 

cess at Saratoga was not due either to his strategy or his bravery on the field (see 
as to battle of Saratoga, infra, uuder date of September 18, 1777), but it brought liiiu 
great popularity, and lie was at ouceaet up for chief command by those diasatisfied with 
Washington. To their plans hi; weakly lent himself, and, aa elsewhere seen, lie was 
summoned by Congress to attend its session at Yolktown at the time when action 
adverse to Washington was proposed. (See introduction, { 11.) Gates' want of high 
toue as well as of distinguished military abilities, however, soon manifested them- 
selves, and the plan of placing him iu chief command was gradually abandoned. 
In June, 1780, ho was made commander of the Southern army, to operate against the 
British troops then iu South Caroliua, but he here displayed great wautof capability 
and energy, to which the defeat of Camden was mainly attributable. He was recalled j 
and Greene took his place, showing supreme ability, aud succeeding in baffling Corr- 
wallis' campaign, contributing largely to tho surrender of Yorktown, A committee 
was appointed by Congress to inquire iuto Gates' conduct, aud though he was ulti- 
mately acquitted, he never again was placed iu command. After a short residence on 
his place in Virginia, where ho emancipated his slaves, he took up his abode iu New 
York, where he died in 1790. 

* As to Price, see note to letter of Franklin to Priestly, Oct. 3, 1775, supra, 

15 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 211, under date of Sept. 30. 

) See introduction, 56, (51 Jf. 
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that comes to me from you gentlemen ami from your friends is dear 
and precious to me, but al so and above all because I fear that the serv- 
ice of the general Congress may suffer by it. 

The bearer of your letter of the 2d of March (Silas Deane) arrived at 
Paris the 7th of July, whence he seut it to me with one of his osvn 
dated the 26th. I have another from him of the 18th of August, in 
which he remarks to me " that he lias a certain prospect of succeeding 
in bis business." He proposes also to visit Holland. 

I have before told you that the letters I received had contributed 
much to render my visits, my letters, and memoirs agreeable in a cer- 
tain quarter. This will be seen from the following note, which I re- 
ceived a short time since, dated August 20. After having spoken to 
me of a service which he bad consented to render me in his country 
where I had some affairs to settle and which we had agreed upon as a 
pretext to mark our interviews, the writer thus proceeds : 

" Madame has taken the trouble to send me your letters and I 

beg you to send ine by her all interesting particulars, including the 
narration of the person whom you expect (Silas Deane). I pray you 
to send me all that you have received since your last letter. I receive 
packets from all quarters — it pertains to my office — so I shall receive 
with gratitude whatever yon may have the goodness to send me." 

I have sent to him open, with a flying seal, the letter that I wrote 
you by St. Domingo. We agreed on this verbally, and be promised me 
to send it to i>ordcaux well recommended. I have cause to think that 
this letter has been forwarded and pleased certain persons, on whose 
account I had expressed, at the close of the letter, that when by legis- 
lation and a wise constitution you shall havecrowued the work of your 
liberty I shall die couteut with having seen a great king and a great 
republic sincerely wish the good of the people. 

I received some days ago another letter from Mr. Deane, dated at 
Paris, L4tu of September. All the letters that I have received from him, 
as well from you, are precious to me, and this one doubly so, since, 
besides the kind expressions with which it is filled, my zeal for your 
cause is recompensed by the testimony that I have well served it. 

If I continue not to sign my name* it is not from fear, but because I 
think your service requires that I remain yet some time unknown, at 
least until Mr, Deane arrives here, for then I shall be known every- 
where for the most zealous American in all the republic, and it will be 
my pride. All that can come of it will be the loss of my present post; 
but in this case I am sure that Congress will indemnify me by a sub- 
sistence suitable for me and mine, seeing that 1 shall be able to continue 
useful to them as much, aud even more, than in time past, because I 
shall not be encumbered with other duties, and all my faculties will be 
employed in the service of America. I have been much mortified in 

* M. Dumas usually signed his disputcbes with a fictitious name. — Sparks. [Some- 
times simply with " Concordia."] 
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not being at liberty, as I have expressed to Mr. Deane. 1 should have 
flown to Paris to assist hitn at least by the knowledge [ have of many 
Eitropean languages. 

I bave the honor to be, etc., Dumas. 



Fr anlclin to Lord Howe.* 

Philadelphia, September 8, 1770. 

My Lord : I received your favor of the 16th past. I did not imme- 
diately answer it, because I found that my corresponding with yonr 
lordship was disliked by some members of Congress. I hope now soon 
to have an opportunity of discussing with you elm voce the matters 
mentioned in it, as I am, with Mr. Adams and Mr. [E.j Kutledge,t ap- 
pointed to wait on your lordship, in consequence of a desire yon ex- 
pressed in some conversation with General Sullivan, and of a resolu- 
tion of Congress made thereupon, which that gentleman has probably 
before this time communicated to you. 

We propose to set out on our journey to-morrow morniug, and to be 
at Am boy on Wednesday about 9 o'clock, where we should be glad to 
meet a line from your lordship, appointing the time and place of meet- 
ing. If it would be agreeable to your lordship, we apprehend that, 
either at the house ou Staten Island opposite to Aiuboy, or at the Gov- 
ernor's house in Am boy, we might be accommodated with a room for 
the purpose. 

With the greatest esteem and respect, I have the honor to be, my 
lord, etc. B. Franklin. 

■ 8 Sparks's Franklin, 1S7. Mr. Sparks adds in a note: " For Lord Howe's answer 
to this letter, and other particulars relating to the interview tvith bini, see vol.5, 
pp. 97-10e." For whole correspondence, sea index, titles Franklin, Howe, 

t fdwarii Rutledge was horn in Charleston, in 1749, and, after studying law in Lon- 
don, entered on practice in Charleston in 1773. In 1774 he was elected to Congress, 
and was the youngest member of that body. In 1776 he was placed with Franklin 
and Adams, on the committee to confer with Lord Howe, as is narrated above. He 
served during the southern campaigns of 1 T^O-S'i, both on the field and in tho 
legislature, taking in the latter body strong ground against the tories. Appointed 
a justice of the supreme court of the United States, be preferred, he declared, to 
remain at tho bar in practice. Iu 17J4 be was elected governor of the State, but 
died in January, 1800, before bis term closed. 

John Rutledge was born iu Charleston in 1739. He studied law in London, and 
began The practice of bis profession in Charleston in 1761. He was in the New York 
Congress w hich protested in 1765 against the stamp act, and was so prominent on the 
liberal side that inl77the was elected to the first Continental Congress. In that body 
he was distinguished, it was said, for boldness and for eloquence. Iu 1776 he was 
elected president of South Carolina, and in that capacity superintended the succesa- 
ful defense of Fort Moultrie. In 1779. under the new constitution, he was elected 
governor of the St;tte. and, iu view of the approaching siege of Charlestsu, was in- 
vested with dictatorial power. In the next year, however, Charleston was captured 
by the British, aud he then joined the army first under Gates and then imder Greene, 
aud remained with it nearly tivo years. He was a member of the convention by which 



SEPTEMBER 10, 1776 



137 



William Lee to Dumas/ 

London, September 10, 1776. 

Sir: The 27th ultimo and the 7th Instant, id the absence of my 
brother, Arthur Lee, your two letters for him came safe to my hands. 
My brother is now on the continent, and perhaps may write to you from 
where he is. The Declaration of Independence on the part of America 
has totally changed the nature of the contest between that country 
and Great Britain, It is now on the part of Great Britain a scheme of 
conquest, which few imagine can succeed. Independence is universally 
adopted by every individual in the thirteen United States, and it has 
idtered the face of things here. The tories, and particularly the 
Scotch, hang their heads and keep a profound silence on the subject; 
the whigs do not say much, but rather seem to think the step a wise 
one on the part of America, and what was an inevitable consequence 
of the measures taken by the British ministry. t In short, every one 
wants to form his judgment by the event of the present campaign, as 
something decisive is expected to happen from the arrangements under 
General and Lord Howe and General Carleton before the meeting of 
Parliament, which will be the 24th of October. 

In the mean time every effort is made to prevent France from taking 
an open or even private part with America, for which purpose Mr. 
Stanley, Mr. Jenkiusou, one of the lords of the treasury, and confi- 
dential friend of Lord Bute, and of the solicitor -general, Mr. Wedder- 

tbo federal constitution w as framed, giving to it earu est support. To Washington, 
personally, lie was strongly attached and he was appointed by Washington, in Sep- 
tember, 17H9, to the position of associate justice of the federal supreme court, 
whisk post U9 vacated in 1791 to take the chief-justiceship of Sooth Carolina, In 
July, 1795, lie was nominated by Washington to he cbief-jnatico of the United 
States. He took Lis seat on the bench in the succeeding term, but when the Senate 
mot serious opposition was made to his confirmation. It was said, and with trnth, 
that his attachment to the French alliance had led him to sustain proceedings on 
Genet's part, when at Washington, which were far from being respectful to Presi- 
dent Washington. It was said also that he was intemperate, a charge which was 
grossly exaggerated. Serious and well-fouuded apprehensions were expressed also 
:is to his health. Ho was rejected by the Senate, and soon afterwards the anxiety 
ahout. his health became confirmed. His mind gave way, and he died, after con- 
tinned illness, in July, ItSOO. On the question of confirmation by the Senate the vote 
was of a party character, the yeas being Blood worth, N, C , Brown, Ky., Burr, N.Y. 
Butler, S. C., Laugdou, N, H,, Martin, N. C, Mason, Va,, Reed, S. C, Robinson, 
Vt., and Tazewell, Va. ; the nays, Bingham, Pa., Cabot, Mass., Ellsworth, Conn., 
Foster, R. I,, Freliogbnysen, N. J., King, N. Y., Latimer, Del., Livermore, N. H,, 
Marshall, Ky., Paine, Vt., Ross, Pa., Rutherford, N. J., Strong, Mass., ami Trumbull, 
Conu. That Rutiedge was nominated by Washington and was supported by the 
entire democratic vote of the Senate shows that he was not at that time generally 
regarded aa mentally disqualified for the post. 

*8 Sparka' Dip. Rev, Corr., 206. As to William Lee, see introduction, }{ 175/. 

tAa tu English parties, see introduction, }$ 27 ff. William Lee, as a political 
supporter of Wilkes, adopted, as did his brother Arthur, the Wilkite mania as to 
the Scotch. 
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burn, have been at Paris some time to aid the negotiations of tlio 
British minister, Lord Stormont.* As far as money will answer their 
purpose it will not be spared. The French are generally acute enough 
in observing what is for their interest, but most people here are at a 
loss to conceive what plan they have in view, as they have not hitherto, 
as we know of, taken any part with America. 

The public papers will tell you all the material news we have from 
America, but in general it is supposed the Americans will stand greatly 
in want of arms, ain munition, and artillery to oppose such a force as is 
sent against them, aud it is evident they have not experienced officers 
sufficient to manage such extensive operations as they have in hand. 
Should you have occasion to write to me, you may address, undercover, 
as you do to my brother. 

I am, with esteem, sir, etc., 

William Lv.e. 



Deane to Duraas.t 

Paris, September 11, 177(>, 
Sir: I liave to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 2i)th ultimo, 
of the 2d, Oth, aud 7th of this month, and at the same time to make my 
excuses for not answering them earlier ; which was owing to my hurry 
of business, in part and part to my hopes of being able to send you 
something agreeable from America wlieu I should next write you. 
Forgive, therefore, this seeming inattention, aud accept my warmest 
thanks for the kind sentiments which you and your good lady enter- 
tsiiu for me and my country. The cause of the Americans is the cause 
of mankind in general, and naturally interests the generous and the 
good iu every part of the world. 

The measures you took before my arrival respecting this court were 
perfectly right, and you may rely on my secrecy as to your concerns. 
Our commerce is now ou as good a footing in this kingdom and iu 
Spain as the commerce of any other nation, and I trust will very soon 
have an important preference. When 1 said in a former letter we 
wanted only 0 friendly intercourse by way of commerce, 1 had not the 
vanity to suppose the actual assistance of European powers was not an 
object deserving attention ; but I must say seriously, that if the Amer- 
ican commerce can be established with the trading powers of Europe, 
and if those powers of Europe would protect that commerce, it would 
be all the assistance necessary ; and the Colonies by laud would he 
more than equal to any thing Great Britain could bring against them. 
Yon are entirely right in saying that the house of Bourbon are the 
allies we should first and principally court, France is at the head of 
this house, and therefore what is done here is sure to be done by the 

* See notice in Deane to committee, Aug. 18, 1776. 

1 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., a07 ; 2 force's Archi ves, 5th series, 283. 
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whole. This, therefore, requires my whole attention, and I can only 
say to you my prospects are nowise discouraging. 

As to the King of Prussia,* I will in my next explain more fully 
my meaning, and at the same time send to you a state of the United 
Colonies, of their commerce, of their present contest, with some 
thoughts or observations on the manner in which Europe must be af- 
fected, and what part they ought to take in the present important 
crisis. My name and business have long since been known to the 
British ambassador here, and to the court of London ; and they have 
remonstrated, but finding remonstrances to no purpose, they have 
wisely determined to take no notice of me, as I do not appear as yet in 
a public character. 

Let me ask of you if a workman skillful in the founding of brass 
and iron cannon can be engaged in Holland to go to America? Also, 
if I can engage two or three persons of approved skill in lead mines to 
go to America on good engagement ! Tour answer will oblige me, and 
by the next post I will write you more particularly. The British arms 
will uot, probably, effect anything in America this season, as they had 
not begun to act the 8th of August, and that brings winter to the very 
door, as I may say, and an indecisive campaign inast prove to Great 
Britain a fatal one. 

I am, etc., Silas Deane. 



Conference of Franklin, Adams, and Rutledge with Lord Howe.t 
[September IV, 177(i. j 

General Sullivan, having been taken prisoner in the battle of Long Island, was sent 
on parole by Lord Howe with an oral message to Congress. On September 3, 177(5, 
Congress sent for General Sullivan, then in Philadelphia, to appear and deliver his 
message. Ho did ; aud the message given by him was as follows: 

■' Lord Howe could not at present treat with Congress, as such ; yet ho desired to 
confer with sume of its members, whom he would regard as private gentlemen, and 
meet at any place they might appoint. He and his brother had full powers to ar- 
range an accommodation on terms advantageous to both countries, the obtaining oE 
which had detained him iu England two months, so that be did not arrive iu America 
until after the Declaration of Independence. Nevertheless, if Congress were dis- 
posed to treat, many things which they hud not yet even asked might and ought to be 
granted them, and the authority of Congress itself recognized." 

The result was that Franklin, John Adams, and Edward Eutledge were elected a 
committee to confer with Lord Howe. 

In Congress, September 13. 

The committee appointed to confer with Lord Howe, having returned, 
made a verbal report. 

Ordered, That they make a report in writing, as soon as conveniently 
they can, 

"See iutroduction, $J 90,91. 

tMSS. Dept. of State ; 5 Sparks' Franklin, 10J. For prior correspondence, see 
Howe to Franklin, Juno 20, 17713 ; Franklin to Howe, July 30, 1776; Howe to Frank- 
lin, Aug. 16, 1770; Franklin to Howe, Sept. 8, 1776. 
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SEriEMBBB 17. 

The committee appointed to confer with Lord Howe, agreeable to the 
order of Cougress. brought in a report in writing, which was read, as 
follows : 

" In obedience to the order of Congress, we have had a meeting with 
Lord Howo. It was on Wednesday last, on Staten Island, opposite to 
Amboy, where bis lordship received and entertained us with the utmost 
politeness. 

His lordship opened the conversation by acquainting us that, though 
lie could not treat with as as a committee of Cougress, yet as his powers 
enabled him to confer and eons nit with any private gentlemen of influ- 
ence in the Colonies on the means of restoring peace between the two 
countries, be was glad of this opportunity of conferring with us on that 
snbject, if we thought ourselves at liberty to enter into a conference 
with him in that character. 

" We observed to his lordship that, as onr business was to hear, he 
might cousider us in what light he pleased, and communicate to us 
any proposition be might be authorized to make for the ;>itrpose men- 
tioned : but that we could consider ourselves iu no other character than 
that in which we were placed by order of Congress. 

His lordship then euterel into a discourse of considerable length, 
which contained no explicit proposition of peace except one, namely, 
that the Colonies should returu to their allegiance and obedience to the 
Government of Great Britain. Tlie rest consisted principally of assur- 
ances that there was an exceeding good disposition in the kiug and his 
ministers to make that government easy to us. with intimations that, in 
case of our submission, they would cause the offensive acts of Parlia- 
ment to be revised and the instructions to the governors to be recon- 
sidered, that so, if any just causes of complaint were found in the acts, 
or any errors in government were perceived to have crept into the in- 
structions, they might be amended or withdrawn. 

" We gave it as our opinion to his lordship that a return to the dom- 
ination of Great Britain was not now to be expected. We mentioned 
the repeated humble petitions of the Colonies to the king and Parlia- 
ment, which had been treated with contempt and answered only by 
additional injuries : the unexampled patience we had shown under their 
tyrannical government; and that it was not till the last act of Parlia- 
ment, which denounced war against us, and put us out of the king's 
protection, that we declared our independence ; that this declaration 
had been called for by the people of the Colonies in general ; that every 
colony had approved of it when made; and all now considered them- 
selves as independent States, and were settling or had settled their gov- 
ernments accordingly ; so that it was not in the power of Congress to 
agree for them that they should return to their former dependent state; 
that there was no doubt of their inclination to peace, and their willing- 
ness to enter into a treaty with Great Britain that might be advan- 
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tageous to both countries; that, though his lordship had at present no 
power to treat with them as independent States, he might, if there was 
the same good disposition in Britain, much sooner obtain fresh powers 
from thence than powers could be obtained by Congress from the sev- 
eral colonies to consent to a submission. 

" His lordship then, saying that he was sorry to tind that no accommo- 
dation was likely to take place, put an end to the conference. 

" Upon the whole, it did not appear to your committee that his lord- 
ship's commission contained any other authority of importance than 
what is expressed in the act of Parliament, namely: that of granting 
pardons, with such exceptions as the commissioners shall think proper 
to make, and of declaring America, or any part of it, to be in the king's 
peace upon submission ; for, as to the power of inquiring into the State 
of America, which his lordship mentioned to us, and of conferring aud 
consulting with any persons the commissioners might think proper and 
representing the result of such conversation to the miuistry, who, pro- 
vided the Colonies would subject themselves, might, after all, or migbt 
not. at their pleasure, make any alterations in the former instructions to 
governors, or propose in Parliament any amendment of the acts com- 
plained of, we apprehended any expectation from the effect of such a 
power would have been too uncertain and precarious to be relied on by 
America had she still contiuued in her state of independence." 

Ordered, That the foregoing report, and also the message from Lord 
Howe, as delivered by G-eneral Sullivan, and the resolution of Congress 
in consequence thereof, be published by the committee who brought in 
the foregoing report. 

Of the conference between Ihe commissioners and Lord Howe Mr. Parton (2 Life 
of Franklin, 145) gives the following narrative, supplied by Mr. George H. Moore, 
secretary of the New York Historical Society, and derived from Ihe notes of Strachey, 
Howe's secretary, with manuscript memoranda by Howe: 

Lord Howe. "Long ago, gentlemen, I entertained the opinion that the differences 
between the mother country and her Colonies might be accommodated to the satis- 
faction of both. I was known in England to lie a well-wisher to America, particu- 
larly to the. province of Massachusetts Bay, which had endeared itself to me by the 
rriy liijjh liuniir it had bestowed upon ray eldest brother. I assure you, gentlemen, 
that I esteem that honor to my family above all things in thijj world. Such is my 
gratitude and affection to this country on that account, that I feel for America as a 
brother, and if America should fall, I Bhould feel and lament it like the loss of a 
brother." 

Dr. Franklin (with an easy air, a collected countenance, a bow, a smile, aud ali 
that naivete' which sometimes appeared in his conversation and often in his writiugs).t 
"My lord, we will use our utmost endeavors to save your lordship that mortification." 

Lord Howk (taking the joke too seriously, but suppressing his feelings). "I suppose 
you will endeavor to give us employment in Europe." (Dead silence ou the part of 
the committee aud countenances blank. Lord Howe recovers from the digression.) 
".My going out as commissioner from the king was talked of long ago, as Dr. Franklin 
is a ware. After his departure I heard no more of it for a long time. Then an idea 
arose of sending over several commissioners, but to this I objected, for my plan was 
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to go alone, with only a civil commits km, ami proceed straight to Philadelphia, and 
meet the Congress face to face. I objected eveu to niy brother's being in the commis- 
sion, from the delicacy of the employment, and from my desire to take upon myself 
all the reproach that might he the consequence. It was thought best, however, that 
General Howe, being in command of the army in America, should be joined in the 
commission, aud that I should have the naval command; since in that case the two 
commissioners would control the movements of both forces. I acquiesced in this 
arrangement. I hoped to reach America before the army had made a movement to 
begin the campaign, and had no doubt that if the disposition of Congress remained the 
same as expressed in their last petition to the king I should be able to bring about 
an accommodation. That petition, I thought, was a basis to confer upon, as it con- 
tained matter which, with candor and discussion, might be wrought into a perma- 
nent system. True, the address to the people, which accompanied the petition to bis 
majesty had injured the effect of the petition. Nevertheless, to the moment of my 
arrival in America I flattered myself that, taking the petitiou as a basis, I should he 
able to do some good But since I left England you have yourselves changed your 
ground by the Declaration of Independency. That act, gentlemen, if it can not be 
got over, precludes all treaty making; for, as you are aware, I have uot, nor do I ex- 
pect ever to have, power to consider the Colonies in the light of independent States. 
Yon must be sensible also that I can not confer with Congress. I can not acknow- 
ledge a body which is not acknowledged by the king, whose delegate I am ; fur tba 
same reason I cau uot confer with you geutlemeu as a committee of the Congress. If 
you are unwilling to lay aside that distinction it will be improper for me to proceed. 
That, however, I trust, you will regard as an unessential form, which may fur a 
moment lie dormant, and give me leave to consider you merely as gentlemen of great 
ability and iufluence in the country, who have met here to converse with aie and try 
if we can devise the outline of a plan to stay the calamities of war. I beg you to 
consider the delicacy of my situation and the reproach I should hf liable to if I should 
be understood by any act of mine to have treated with the Congress or acknowledged 
its authority. I hope you will not by any imputation eommit me upon that point. 
Even in the present meeting I have gone rather beyond my powers," 

Dr. Franklin. " Von may depend upon our taking care of that, my lord." 

Lord Howe. " I think the idea of a Congress may easily be thrown out at present, 
because if matters cau be so settled that the king's government would be re-estab- 
lished the Congress would of course cease to exist. And if you mean really an accom- 
modation of that kiud you must see how unnecessary it is to stand upon a form which 
j on are negotiating to give up," 

Dr. FkaXslin. " Your lordship may consider ns in any view yon think proper. 
We, ou our part, are at liberty to consider ourselves in our real character. Bnt there 
is really no necessity on this occasion to distinguish between members of Congress 
and individuals. The conversation may be held as among friends." 

Mr. Adams. " Your lordship may consider me iu what light yon please. Indeed, I 
shall be willing to consider myself for a few momtnts in any character which would 
be agreeable to your lordship, except that of a British snbject." 

Lord Howe (with gravity). " Mr. Adams is a decided character." 

Mr. Rotledge, "I think, with Dr. Franklin, that the conversation may ho aa 
among friends." 

Lord Howe. "On my arrival iu thisconntry, gentlemen, I thought it expedient 
to issue a declaration, which one of yon has done me the honor to comment upon. I 
endeavored to couch it iu such terms as would be lea^t exceptionable, and 1 concludu 
you mnst have supposed I d.d not express in it all I had to offer. I thought, how- 
ever, that I said enough to bring on adiseussion which might lead the way to accom- 
modation. But the Declaratiou of Independency bad since rendered me more cautions 
of opening myself, for it is absolutely impossible for me to treat, or even confer, upon 
that ground, or to admit the idea iu the smallest degree. If that is given up I flatter 
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myself there is still room for me to effect the kind's purpose. His majesty's most 
earnest desire is tu uutite his American subjects happy, to cause a reform in whatever 
iitfected the freedom of their legislation, and to concur with his Parliament in the 
redress of any real grievances. My powers are, speaking generally, to restore peace 
and grant pardons, to attend to complaints and representations, and to confer upon 
the means of a reunion upon terms honorable and advantageous to the Colonies arid 
to Great Britain. Yon know, gentlemen, that we expect aid from America; our dis- 
puto seems only to be concerning the mode of obtaining." 
Dr. Franklin. "Aid wo never refused upon requisition." 

Lord Howb. " Your money, let nie assure you, is the smallest consideration, Amer- 
ica can confer upon Great Britain more solid advantages; it is her commerce, her 
strength, ber men, that we chiefly want." 

Dr. Fbankmk. "Ay, my lord, we have in America a pretty considerable manu- 
factory of men,"* 

Lord Howe. " It is desirable to put a stop to these ruinous extremities, as well for 
the sake of our country as yours. When an American falls England feels it. The 
question is: Is there no way of treating back of this step of independency, and thus 
opening the door to a full discussion 1 Now, gentlemen, having opeued to yon the 
general purport of my commission and the king's disposition to a permanent peace, 
I must stop to hear what you may choose to observe." 

Dr. Franklin. "I suppose your lordship h;is seen the resolution of the Congress 
which bos sent us hither. It authorizes us to inquire what authority your lordship 
bears and what propositions you have to offer for the consideration of the Congress. 
That resolution contains the whole of our commission. Nevertheless, this conversation, 
if productive of no immediate good effect, may be of service at a future time. I will 
therefore say that America considered the prohibitory act as the answer to ber last 
petition to the king. Forces have been sent out and towns have been burnt. We 
can not now expeet happiness under the domination of Great Britain. All former 
attachments are obliterated. America can not return to the domination of Great 
Britain, and I imagine that Great Britain means to rest it upon force. The other 
gentlemen will doubtless deliver their sentiments." 

Mr. Adams. "The resolution of the Congress which declared independency was 
not taken up upon its own authority. Congress had beeu instructed so to do by all 
the Colonies. It is not in our power, therefore, ray lord, to treat otherwise than as 
independent States ; and for my own part I avow my determination never to depart 
from the idea of iudepeudeney." 

Mr. Eutlkdge, " I am one of the oldest members of the Congress, my lord, having 
been a member from the beginning. I think it is worth the consideration of Great 
Britain whether she would not derive greater advantages from an alliance with 1 lie 
Colonies as independent States than she has hitherto done. England may still enjoy 
a great share of the American commerce, and so procure raw materials for her manu- 
factures. Besides, the United States can protect the West India Islands more effect- 
ually and more easily than England can, to say nothing of the Newfoundland fishery ; 
while the products both of the West Indies and of Newfoundland would continue to 
enrich the merchants of England, 1 am glad this conversation has occurred, as it 
will be the occasion of opening to Great Britain the consideration of the advantages 
she may derive from an alliance with America before anything is settled with other 
foreign powers. With regard to the people consenting to come again under the Eng- 
lish Government, it is impossible. I can answer for South Carolina. The royal 
government there was very oppressive. The officers of the crown claimed 1 privilege' 
and confined people for breaches of ' privilege.' At last we took the government into 

•Mr. Straebey, misunderstanding tbis remark, added these words, "alluding, as 
should seem, to their numerous army," Lord Howe, more used to Dr. Franklin's 
manner, corrected his secretary by penciling on the margin, "No; their increasing 
population." 
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Onr own lund^. anil Ihe people are now settled and happy under th;it government. 
They would not, even if tlic Congress should desire it, return to the king's goveru- 
uieut." 

Lord Howe. "Ifsttch are your sentiments, gentlemen, I can only lament that it is 
not in my power to bring abont the accommodation I wish. I have not authority, 
nor do I ever expect to have, to treat with the Colonies as Stales independent of the 
crown of Great Britain. I am sorry, gentlemen, that you have bad the tronhle of 
coining so far to so little purpose, tf Hie Colonies will not give np the system of in 
dependency, it-is impossible for me to enter into any negotiation," 

Dr. Frank ux. " It would take as unich time for ns to rcfrr to and get. answers 
from onr const it neuts as it would tbe royal commissioners to get fresh instructions 
from home, which I suppose might be about three mouths," 

Lord Howe. " It is in vain to think of my receiving instructions to treat upon 
that ground." 

Dr. Franklix (after a pause). "Well, my lord, as America is to expect nothiug 
but npon unconditional submission"- 

Lord Howe (interrupt iug him). " X», Dr. Franklin; Great Britain docs not re- 
quire unconditional submission, 1 think thai what I liavo already said proves the 
contrary ; and I desire, gentlemen, that yon will not go away with such an idea." 

Dr. Franklin. " As your lordship lias no proposition to make to us, give tue leave 
to ask whether if wo should make propositions to Great Britain (not tbat I know or 
am authorized to say we shall) you would receive and transmit ttiemf" 

Lord Howe. " I do not know that I could avoid receiving any papers that should 
be put into my hands, though I am doubtful of the propriety of transmitting theni 
home. Still, I do not say that I would decline doing so." 

The conference ended. Lord Howe politely attended the committee to the barge, 
which bore them in a few moments to Ihe shore of Xew Jersey. 

A briefer account of this conference is given in John Adams' journal, published in 
3 J. Adams' Works, 7'2, g; J, Adams to S. Adams, Sept, 17, 1776, 9 id,, 443. 

Hutchinson, iu his Diary, thus summarily disposes of the conference, as above 
detailed : 

"December 9th, 1776. — An account in the papers, taken from the Philadelphia 
papers, of the proceedings of tbe Howes, through Lord Drutumond, and afterwards 
through Sullivan, with the conference held with the Howes and Franklin, Joha 
Adams, and Kut ledge, from the Congress, all printed by the Congress, causes great 
speculation. Lord Townshend called in a perfect rage, and hints that they make 
what agreemeut they will, but Parliament must finally approve it, I suppose it to 
be true tbat there has been ench n conference, but donbt not Lord Howe will deny 
some part of what the Congress publish," Hutchinson's Diary, 119.) 
Barrow, in his Life of Earl Howe (p. 94), thus speaks of tbe conference: 
"The Congress said they could not send any of their members to confer with the 
noble lord (Howe) in their privale characters; bot tbat, ever desirous of establishing 
peace on reasonable terms, they would send a committee of their body to ascertain if 
Lord Howe had any and what authority to treat with persons authorized by Con- 
gress. Dr. Franklin, Mr. Adams, and Mr, Rntledge waited accordingly on Lord 
Howe in .Stat-en Island; bnt as these gentlemen found that the two commissioners 
had no other authority than that conveyed by act of Parliament, namely, that of 
granting pardons on submission, tbe conference soon ended, and the committee 
relumed to make their report to Congress. Xo benefits, indeed, could be expected to 
the mother country from a committee composed of men whose principles were violent 
in the extreme, and who were known to entertain a bitter hatred to the mother conn- 
try. His lordship even condescended to inform them that he was ready to discuss 
Ihe means of reconciling the differences between Great Britain and America with any 
gentlemen of intlnenee and importance, but they declined to act in any other capacity 
than that with which Congress had invested them." If Lord Howe really made such 
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a statement to the commissioners, this, by itaelf, would have barred further confer- 
ence. 

In the Sparks' Papers, volume 55, at Harvard College, are a series of papers relat- 
ing to the attempted negotiations between England aud tbe United States under the 
commissions of May, 177(3, and April, 1778. 

For American reports of these interviews, etc., see 1 Sparks' Franklin, 414; 5 
id., 97 ; H id., 1S7. The British report is in 8 Almon's Remembrancer. See Barrow's 
Life of Howe, chapter 4. 



Deane to Washington.* 

Paris, 15th September, 1776. 

Sir: The bearer, Monsieur de la Brasse, has served as a captain in 
the armies of France, and lias a desire to distinguish himself in the 
army under your command in defense of the liberties of America, and 
I doubt not you will receive htm with pleasure. A camber of gentle- 
men are about parting to join your standard, but M. de la Brasse will 
probably be one of the first that arrives. Officers passing from one 
service to another expect advancement, and M. de la Brasse hopes to 
obtain the rank of a lieutenant-colonel. I have wrote to the honorable 
Congress on the subject, and am confident he will exert himself to give 
them iind you satisfaction of his abilities and zeal for the service. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest esteem, your excellency's 
most obedient aud most humble servant. 

Silas Deane. 



Deane to Committee of Secret Correspondence.* 

Paris, September 15, 1778 [should be 1776], 
Gentlemen: This will be delivered yon by Monsieur de la Brasse, 
a French gentleman, and a captain in the French service, but out of 
employ since a late general reform of the army. He has tbe recom- 
mendation of the officers of the regiment in which he served, aud Mon- 
sieur Dubourg, who on all occasions has the interest of the Colonies 
much at heart, tells me he has had the best character of him. For 
myself, Monsieur de la Brasse has shown such a desire to serve the 
United Colonies in going without any certainty of a commission, that I 
have engaged to be at the expense of his passage, and have full confi- 
dence he will serve you with fidelity. Every officer leaving this coun- 
try naturally expects some advancement of rank, and Mr. de la Brasse has 
proposed that of a lieutenant-colonel, or au equivalent. As the army is 
now so large, I doubt not you can procure him that or such other as 
you shall judge his acquirements and capacity deserve. His ardor to 
serve the cause of America is evidently sincere and unaffected, aud I 

•Franklin MSS., Dept. of State. 
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am ever ready to forward persons so disposed, and to assure tbem of a 
favorable reception by the honorable Congress. 
I am, with the greatest esteem, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

yiLAS DEANS, 



Beaumaichais to Committee of Secret Correspondence.* 

September 1770. 
Gekilejiex : Iii writing this letter I imagine you are informed by 
my first of my active zeal for your interest. I therefore suppose you 
will do me the honor to acknowledge me among yon r friends and faith- 
ful servants. These titles I adopt with pleasure, because I think my. 
self worthy of them. In addition to the offers of what I possess, I shall 
presume to make another of those reflections which I think may be useful 
to you. Living in Europe, and beiug better able than you to unfold the 
secret springs which give motion to states in this part of the world, and, 
above all, persuaded that you have only shaken off the yoke of oue of 
the people that compose it to become a more sertain frieud to the rest. 
I will venture to reason with you upou your present situation. Whatever 
haughty confidence, gentlemen, your enemies may affect, your Declara- 
tion of Independence has thrown them iuto consternation ; flattering 
themselves no more to regain you by adroitness, they begin to fear that 
they will not be able to subdue you by force. Their finances shattered, 
their commerce lessened, their force exhausted, plainly indicate that 
the present great effort is the hist thing they will be able to make 
against you, and if your courage, gentlemen, is only snfiieiently fortu- 
nate to bear the weight of the present campaign, it is almost impossible 
that they will dare to undertake another. But, while you are fighting 
in America to free yourselves from their yoke, the events of Europe 
concur to hasten the moment of your delivery. The blunder Portugal 
has lately fallen into, of shutting their ports with still more imprudence 
thau haughtiness, seems to be an act of Heaven in your favor of which 
yon can not too soon avail yourselves. From the reseutment which 
Spain has long borne for Portugal, if I had the honor of presiding in 
your committee, gentlemen, I would not hesitate to persuade you im- 
mediately to declare war against Portugal, and without delay to send 
a fleet to the Brazils. This unexpected and bold measure would be 
productive of many good effects. The first would be certainly to i nterest 
Spain in your success and perhaps engaging her to make a like declara- 
tion against Portugal. From that moment, united with Spain in resent, 
ment, you become in some sort her allies; for the enemies of our ene- 
mies are more thau half our friends. Don't entertain a doubt but that 
power will then open her American ports to your armed vessels and 

* Honse Rep. So. 220, Twentieth Congress, first session, p, 32. See introdnctioD, 
06 ff; index, title Beanmarchaia. 
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send a private order to receive in them your privateers ami the prizes 
they may make upon the Portuguese. And if your declaration is for- 
tunate enough to draw Spain iu openly, as I scarce have a doubt but 
it will, so great a diversion will soon oblige the English to divide their 
forces and fly to the assistance of Portugal, unless tbey choose to lose 
also this sort of a colony at the same time that you are openly renounc- 
ing their authority, which is not probable. And what immense advan- 
tage would not this division of their forces give to a collection of yours ; 
and your force and success will be continually increasing, gentlemen, if 
Spain declares itself openly. For the assistance of vessels, troops, and 
money, which France cannot refuse to that power when she enters into a 
war, according to the spirit and letter of the family compact, will render 
it necessary for England to supply Portugal with m ore considerable sup- 
port. Then all the reproaches of England cannot prevent France from 
opening her ports to you without reserve and permitting yon to draw 
from thence, by way of trade, plentiful supplies of every sort. "What 
do you require of us?" the minister of France would say to the English 
ambassador. "The king, our master, furnishes assistance to Spain much 
less from a desire of making war than from faithfully observing his 
treaties. Jf he had any other motive than a regard to his engagements, 
what should hinder him at present from making use of so flue an oppor- 
tunity to make war upon yourselves? And if he does not make it upon 
his rivals and almost his enemies, ought be to provoke any of your 
people to declare it against him I See what has happened to Portugal ; 
do you wish that, in shutting our ports to the Americans, with whom we 
have no dispute, we should suggest to them our inclination of attacking 
our American possessions, or of seducing and detaching from us our 
colonies by a hope of associating with them f Do yon wish they should 
desolate our island by the multitude of their cruisers, against which even 
the whole force of England at this time can do nothing? To oblige 
the English shall we fall into the absurdity of making war against the 
Americans on the one baud, whilst on the other, in assisting Spain, we 
shallbe forced perhaps to act in concert with the same Americans against 
the Portuguese?" This, gentlemen, is what our miuister would say, 
and this appears to me unanswerable; and who knows how far things 
may be carried in Europe from interests so different, so remote, and at 
the same time so confounded together? Now, all this may, and proba- 
bly will, be the fruit of your declaring war against Portugal. I have 
taken this second opportunity to transmit this advice to you. It seemed 
to strike your deputy, whose good sense immediately perceives what- 
ever has force or propriety iu it. I doubt not but he will write to the 
same purpose. It is therefore my opinion, gentlemen, that you can not 
too soon weigh the importance of this idea and come to some resolution 
thereupon worthy of your bravery. Lay hold of the encouragements 
which fortune offers and which my respectful attachment for you points 
out. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 
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Deaae to Robert Morris.'' 

Bordeaux, Septetaber 17. 1776. 

Dear Sib: I shall send yoa in October clothing for twenty thousand 
men, thirty thousand fusils, one lmndred tons of powder, two hundred 
brass cannon, twenty-four brass mortars, with shells, shot, lead, etc, 
in proportion. I am to advise you that if in future you will give com- 
missions to seize Portuguese ships yon may depend on the friendship 
and alliance of Spain. Let me urge this measure. Much may be got, 
nothing can be lost by it. Increase, at all events, yonr navy, I will 
procure, if commissioned, auy quantity of sail cloth and cordage, A 
general war is undoubtedly at hand in Europe, and consequently 
America will be safe if you baffle the arts and arms of the two Howes 
through the summer. Every one here is in your favor. 

Adiea. I will write you again next week. 

Silas Deane. 



Arthur Lee to Dumas.' 

London. September 23d, 1776. 

Dear Slb : My absence from town till now prevented my answer- 
ing your two last favors of September 3. 

By our latest and best accounts from America, the die is uow cast, 
and we may every day expect to hear of a decisive action at New York; 
decisive I mean as to the fate of General Howe and New York, but not 
of America, which depends very little upon the event of New York 
being taken or saved. 

There is a public torpor here, which, without being superstitious, one 
may regard as a visitation from Heaven. The people in general think 
the Declaration of Independence as a thing of course, and do not seem 
to feel themselves at all interested in the vast consequences which that 
event must inevitably draw after it. The ministry have by certain 
man ten vers contrived to keep np the demand for and price of manu- 
factures ; and while trade and manufactures apparently prosper, the peo- 
ple are so deaf, that wisdom may cry out in the streets and not be heard. 
But the course of the seasons is not more fixed than it iscertafu that tLcS" 
ministerial arts must be temporary in their operation and fatal in their 
issue ; because, the more men are flattered the more desperate they are 
when the calamity comes upon them. Already the West India islauds 
begin to cry out, as you will have seen in the address from the island of 
Barbadoes. The great number of captures lately made of Wesr India 
ships by the Americans have already had very visible effects upon the 
Royal Exchange. Holland, taking the alarm which the leas' movement 
on the part of France would produce, must shake our stocks to the 



* I Sparks' Eev. Dip. Co it., 30. +5 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Coir., 209. 
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foundation, and give an equal shock to a deluded princes and a deluded 
people. 

Tire characters you desire me to touch upon are such as seldom occur 
in the same period. Lord Sandwich has been noted through a long life 
for everything in word and deed directly opposite to honesty and virtue.* 
With moderate abilities and little real application, he maintains an 
appearance of both by impositions and professions which, at a time so 
averse to inquiry as the present, pass for facts. Lord George Germain, t 
though cradled in England, has all the principles of a Scotchman; 
subtle, proud, tyrannical and false. In consequence of his patronizing 
tlie Scots, they have always been his panegyrists and his advocates, 
and as they are a people indefatigable in all interested pursuits, 
tliey have procured him a character for ability which lie very little 
deserves. Dissimulation and craft in worldly occurrences too often 
pass for real wisdom ; and in that sense Lord George is a wise man. 
Such a man could not long pass unnoticed and unpatronized by a court 
which searches with lyncean eyes for the basest hearts, and is actuated 
by Scotch principles and Scotch counsels.t. Lord Suffolk is a peer of 
sulien pride and arbitrary principles. He listed in the public cause with 
Mr. Wedderburu,§ uuder the banner of George Grenville; and while 
his life gave the hope of success in getting preferment, they were the 
loudest in opposition ; but immediately upon his death they made their 
terms, and have been ever since the most devoted tools of the court. 
Lord Suffolk recommends himself very much to the king by an indefati- 
gable attention to the little detail business of his department and an 
obsequiousness that knows no bounds. Lord Eochford is by birth a 
tory, and is linked with Lord Mansfield ; but his fears have made him 
withdraw himself upon an ample pension, for he is persuaded that 
France will soon strike a blow which will endanger the heads of those 
who conduct these measures. 

I have been apprised by Hortalez that the business for which I 
recommended him to you is to be transacted through Prance, which is 
the reason of your not seeing him.jl 

I do not conceive you need be under any alarm about intercepted 
letters, as the ministry have too much upon their thoughts and too 
many more immediately dangerous and known opponents at homo to 
suffer them to look abroad for victims. Their success must be certain 
and decisive before they will venture to attack the friends of America 
in Europe and provoke retaliation. I Hatter myself with being as 
much within the eye of their enmity as auy man can be; but I think 
that the enmity of bad men is the most desirable testimony of virtuous 
merit. 

Adieu, Arthur Lee. 

" See introduction, 21, 23, 27. } As to Widderbnrn, see note to Franklin's 

t See introduction, $ 27. narrative of March 22, 1775. 

t As to Scotch, see introduction, $ Uff. || See introduction, J 61. 
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Deane to Robert Morris." 

Paris, September 30, 1776. 

Sir: Tours of the 5th of June came to band on the 25th instant. 
Mr. Delap will inform yon of the state of remittances in bis hands. 
Messrs. Cliffords & Teysett, and Mr. Hodgsou, of Amsterdam, have re- 
ceived next to nothing; iibout two hundred pounds by the last ac- 
counts; from which you will perceive that not one-third of the sum pro- 
posed bas come to band, and even out of tbafc my private expenses and 
those for promoting the other parts of my mission must take something 
let me be ever so prudent and cautious. 

To solicit arms, clotbiug, aud tents for thirty thousand men, two 
hundred brass cannon, mortars, and other stores in proportion, and to 
be destitute of one shilling of ready inouey, exclusive of the fund of 
forty thousand pounds originally designed for other affairs (which you 
know by the protests in Loudon was my case), has left me in a critical 
situation. 'To let slip such an opportunity for want of ready money 
would be unpardonable, and jet that was taking out of a fund before 
deficient. I hope, however, to execute both, though not in 1 he season I 
could have wished. I have, as you see, had but a few days siuce the 
receiving of yours in which I have discoursed with some of the persons 
to whom I had before proposed such a scheme, aud think it will take 
well ; but, as men of property will be engaged in it, the remittances 
should be made very punctual. 

The insurance, I am sensible, had better be in Europe, but it can not 
be had at present unless in Holland, where I am told there are often 
disputes with the underwriters. On the whole it must be done iu 
America. I can. I believe, engage for ono hundred thousand pounds 
sterling during the winter. I shall write to you further in a few days. 

You have mentioned to me a loan. I choose to speak of this iu a let- 
ter of business particularly by itself, which I wilt endeavor to do by a 
young gentlemen going on Sunday, to winch opportunity I also refer 
what I have further to say on this subject. Pray forward the trifles I 
am sending to my little deserted family as soon as received. 

Tobocco is rising very fast, being now seven stivers in Holland. The 
scheme of the Farmers-General here is very very artful ; they grow anx- 
ious. They held high terms on my flrst application. I turned oft', and 
they are now applying to me, as are also some people farther northward. 

God bless and prosper America is the prayer of every one here, to 
which I say amen and am en. 
I am, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 31. 
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Franklin to Duniaa." 

Philadelphia. October 1st, 177G. 
Sir : I have just time to acknowledge the receipt of your two packets, 
with the pamplets inclosed, the contents of which are very satisfactory. 
You will hear from me more fully iu a little time. 
With great esteem, I am, sir, etc., 

B. Franklin. 

P. S.— We have a great force brought against us here, but continue 
firm. 



Franklin, Morris et al. Memorandum of October 1, 1776 t 

Mr. Thomas Story, J: who had been seut by the committee of secret 
correspondence, December 13, 1775, to France, Holland, and Eng- 
land, reported verbally as follows: 

''On my leaving London, Arthur Lee, esq., requested me to inform 
the committee of correspondence that he had several conferences 
with the French ambassador, who had communicated the same to 
the French court; that, in consequence thereof, the Duke de Vergennes 
had sent a gentleman to Arthur Lee, who informed him that the French 
court could not think of entering into a war with England, but that 
they would assist America, by sending from Holland this fall £200,000 
sterling worth of arms and ammunition to St. Eustatius, Martinique, 
or Cape Francois j that application was to be made to the governors or 
commandants of those places, by inquiring for Monsieur Hortalez, and 
that, on persons properly authorized applying, the above articles 
would be delivered to them." 



Philadelphia, October 1, 1776. 

The above intelligence was communicated to the subscribers, being 
the only two members of the committee of secret correspondence 
now in this city, and on our considering the nature and importance of 
it, we agree in opinion that it is our indispensable duty to keep it a 
secret, even from Congress, for the following reasons : 

(1) Should it get to the ears of our enemies at New York they would 
undoubtedly take measures to intercept the supplies, and thereby de- 
prive us not only of those succors, but others expected by the same 
route. 

*5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coir., 213. 

t House Rep. No, 'J20, Twentieth Congress, first session, p, 19; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev, 
Corr., 387, omitting the last two paragraphs, 
f See index, title Story, 
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(2) As the court of Frauee nave taken measures to negotiate this 
loan and succor in the most cautious aud most secret manner, should 
we divulge it immediately we may not ouly lose the preseut benefit, 
but also render that court cautious of any further connection wiib 
such nnguarded people, and prevent their granting other loans aid 
assistance that we stand in need of and have directed Mr. Deane to 
ask of them, for it appears from all our intelligence t hey are not dis- 
posed to enter into ait immediate war with Britain, though disposed to 
support us in our contesi with theru ; we therefore think it our duty 
to cultivate their favorable disposition towards us, draw from them all 
the support we can, and in the end their private aid must assist us to 
establish peace or inevitably draw them in as parties to the war. 

(3) We find, by fatal experience, the Congress consists of too many 
members to keep secrets, as none could be more strongly enjoined than 
the present embassy to France; notwithstanding which Mr. Morris 
was this day asked by Mr. Reese Meredith whether Dr. Franklin and 
others were really going ambassadors to France, which plainly proves 
that this committee ought to keep this secret, if secrecy is required. 

(4) We are of opinion that it is unnecessary to inform Congress of 
this intelligence at present, because Mr. Morris belongs to all the com- 
mittees that can properly be employed in receiving and importing the 
expected supplies from Martinico, and will influence the necessary 
measures for that purpose ; indeed, we have already authorized Will, 
iam Bingham, esq., to apply at Martinico and St. Eustatia for what 
comes there, and remit part by the armed sloop Independent, Captain 
Young, promising to send others for the rest. Mr, Morris will apply 
to the marine committee to send other armed vessels after her, and 
also to Cape Francois (without communicating this advice), in conse- 
quence of private intelligence, lately received, that arms, ammunition, 
and clothing can now be procured at those places. But, should any 
unexpected misfortune befall the States of America, so as to depress 
the spirits of Congress, it is our opinion that, on any event of that 
kind, Mr. Morris (if Dr. Franklin should be absent) should communi- 
cate this important matter to Congress, otherwise keep it until part of 
or the whole supplies arrive, unless other events happen to render tbe 
communication of it more proper than it appears to be at this time. 

B. FEAJSKLDf, 

Eobeet Morris. 

Communicated to me this 11th October, 1776, and I concur heartily 
in the measure. 

Richard Hesry Lee. 

Communicated to me this 10th day of October, 1776, and I do also 
sincerely approve of the measure, 

Wji. Hooper.* 



*As to congressional management of foreigu affairs, »ee introdnction, i§ 103/. 
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Deane to Committee of Secret Correspondence.' 

Paris, Oetober 1, 1776. 

Gentlbmex : Mr. Morris' letters of tUe 4th and 5th of June Iast,t on 
polities and business, I received with the duplicates of ray commission 
ami instructions on the 25th ultimo. I stand corrected, and conflue 
myself to politics. 

Tour letter fouml me in a most critical situation. The ministry had 
become extremely uneasy at your absolute silence ; and the bold asser- 
tions of the British ambassador that you were accommodating mat- 
ters, aided by the black and villainous artifices of one or two of our 
own countrymen here, had brought them to apprehend not only a set- 
tlement between the two countries, but the most serious consequences 
to their West India islands, should we unite again with Great Britain. 
For nie, alas ! I had nothing left but to make the most positive asser- 
tions that no accommodation would or could take place, and to pledge 
myself in the strongest possible manner that thus would turn out the 
event ; yet so strong were their apprehensions, that an order issued to 
suspend furnishing me with stores. Think what I must feel upon such 
an occasion. Our friend M. Beaumarchais exerted himself, and in a 
day or two obtained the orders to be countermanded, and everything 
is again running on favorably. For Heaven's sake, if you mean to 
have any connection with this kingdom, be more assiduous' in getting 
your letters here. I know not where the blame lies, but it must lie 
heavy somewhere, when vessels are suffered to sail from Philadelphia 
and other ports quite down to the middle of August without a single 
line. This circumstance was urged against my assertions, and was near 
proving a mortal stab to my whole proceedings. [Dr. Williamson of 
Pennsylvania, and Uolonel Mercer of Virginia, have been in France. 
The latter I believe is still here. The former has returned with his 
budget for Loudon. Under pretense of being an American this man is 
doing the Colonies prodigious mischief, and the situation of affairs here 
at this critical moment renders it as dangerous for the ministry to take 
bin up as it is to let him alone. Let his name be known in America, 
and every one be put on their guard bow they correspond with him.Jt 
One Mr. Hopkins, of Maryland, in this service, and who is in the rank 

* I Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 32, with omissions and verbal changes, 
t These letters are missing. — Sparks. 

{The passage in brackets is omitted in Sparks' edition. The suspicions expressed of 
Williamson were ill founded. He was born in Pennsylvania in 1735; became, after 
graduating in tho college in Philadelphia, one of its professors ; went abroad in 1764 
to study medicine ; was in London in 1773, when, being called before the privy coun- 
cil, he resolutely defended the colonial position. In 1777 he settled in Edeutou, N, C, 
Berved as a surgeon iu the army, was elected to Congress several times, and was a 
mernberof the convention that framed the federal constitution. In the correspond- 
ence of the department is a letter from him to Congress, dated April 11, 1777, offer- 
ing his services to the United States as surgeon, and a subsequent letter demanding 
inquiry as to Doane's charges. 
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of brigadier- genera!, appeared, desirous of going to America, but on 
uiy not paying him the regard he vainly thought himself entitled to he 
formed the dark design of defeating at one stroke my whole prospects 
as to supplies. At this critical period he pretended to be in iny secrets, 
and roundly asserted that I had solely in view a reconciliation with 
Great Britain, immediately after which the stores now furnishing 
would be used against France. This, comiug from a professed enemy 
of Great Britatu, from a native of America, from one who professed 
himself a zealous friend to the Colonies, you must suppose had weight. 
However thunderstruck I was, as well as my friend M, Beaumarehais, 
at this unexpected and last eifort of treachery, we exerted ourselves, 
andtTuth prevailed. The mischief has recoiled on himself, and, having 
fallen into disgrace here, he will strive to get to America, where he 
threatens, X hear, to do much mischief to me. However, he will not 
probably be permitted to depart, unless he slips off very privately- 
Should that be the case, or should he write letters, you have now a 
clue to unravel him and his proceedings. 

It would be too tedious to recount what I have met with in this way. 
It has confined me not only to Paris, but to my chambers and peu for 
some weeks past in drawing up by way of memorial the true state of 
the Colonies, their true interests, the system of policy they must un- 
questionably pursue, and that the highest iuterests of France are in- 
separably connected therewith. I do not mention a single difficulty 
with one complaining thought for myself; my all is devoted, and I am 
happy in being so far successful and that the machinations of my 
enemies, or rather the enemies of my country, have given me finally 
an opportunity of experiencing the friendship and protection of great 
and valuable men ; but it is necessary that you should know as much 
as possible of my situation. The stores are collecting, and I hope will 
be embarked by the middle of this month ; if later, I shall incline to 
seud them by Martinique, on account of the seasou. It is consisteut 
with a political letter to urge the remittance of the fourteen thousand 
hogsheads of tobacco wrote for formerly in part payment of these 
stores ; if you make it twenty, the public will be the gaiuers, as the 
article is rising fast ; in Holland, seven stivers 10 lb. and must be 
in proportion here. Tou are desired by no means to forget Ber- 
muda; if you should, Great Britain will seize it this winter, or France 
on the first rupture, having been made sensible of its importance by 
the officious zeal of that same Mr. H, As your navy is increasing, 
will you commission me to send you duck for twenty or thirty sail t 
I can procure it for you to the northward ou very good terms, and yoa 
have ou band the produce wanted to pay for it with. Have you 
granted commissions against the Portuguese ! AH the friends to 
America in Europe call loudly for such a measure. 

Would you have universal commerce, commission some person to 
visit every kingdom on the continent that can hold any commerce with 
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America. Among them by no means forget Prussia. Grain will be iu 
demand in tbis kingdom and in the south of Europe. Permit me again 
to urge an increase of the navy. Great Britain is calling in her Medi- 
terranean passes, to expose us to the Algerines. 1 propose applying to 
this court ou that subject. Dr. Bancroft, of London, merits much of 
the Colonies. As I shall now have frequent opportunities of writing 
by officers and others going out, I will not add more than that one Mr. 
Carmichael has now been with me some time, recommended by Mr. A. 
Lee, of Loudon. I owe much to him for his assistance in my dispatches 
and for bis friendly and seasonable advice upon all occasions. He is of 
Maryland, and is here for bis health, and proposes going soon to Amer- 
ica. I expect to hear from Loudon to-morrow by Dr. B., who is on his 
way here. 

I am, with my most sincere respect and esteem for the secret commit- 
tee and most profound regard to the Congress, your most obedient and 
very bumble servant, 

Silas Deane. 

P. S — An agent from Barbadoes is arrived in London to represent 
their distresses; another from Bermuda, with a declaration to the min- 
istry of the necessity of their being supplied with provisions from tbe 
Colonies, and saying that, if uot permitted, they must ask the protec- 
tion of Congress. 

I have to urge your sending to me either a, general power for the 
purpose, or a number of blank commissions for vessels of war. It is au 
object of the last importance, for in tbis time of peace between tbe 
nations of Europe I can be acquainted with the time of every vessel's 
sailing either from England or Portugal, and by dispatching little ves- 
sels armed from hence, and to appearance property of the subjects of 
the United States of America, to seize them while unsuspicious on this 
coast, and to stand directly for America with them, great reprisals may 
he made; and persons of the first property have already solicited me 
ou tbe occasion ; indeed, they have such an opinion of my power that 
they have offered to engage in sucb au adventure if I would authorize 
them with my name ; but this might as yet be rather dangerous. It is 
certainly, however, a very practicable and safe plan to arm a ship here 
as if for the coast of Africa or the West Indies, wait until some ship of 
value is sailing from England or Portugal, slip out at once and carry 
them on to America. When arrived, the armed vessel increases your 
navy and tbe prize supplies the country. 

[Since writing the foregoing I waited on Mr. Beaumarehais, and while 
in conversation ou our affairs Mr. Hopkins came in. He was surprised 
at seeing me, and evidently fluttered at tbe apprehensions that Mousr. 
Bin. had been informing me of his informations to the ministry; and 
on my charging him with it and ex postulating, he boldly maintained 
Ms information to be true, and that his zeal for and fidelity to this 
kiugdom would uot permit him to keep it a secret, and bad the confi- 
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deuce to charge me with saying that I meant a reconciliation, etc. 
He however previously acknowledged there had been a coldness and 
indifference between us for more than three weeks, during which he 
complained that I would not let him speak with me alone; I was, he 
said, so very reserved towards him. Yet his zeal had prompted hi in to 
make this information ouly two days before this, and immediately on 
his resenting a reception I gave him at my lodgings. These and many 
other circumstances convinced me on what grounds and with what real 
inteutiou it was made, to which I added that I could not condescend to 
confront Mr. Hopkins as on a level, but if one doubt remained in the 
minds of any one of the ministry, my correspondence since in France, 
wiiich I had minutely copied, as well as my most secret conversation 
to my most confidential friends, might be examined into, and I would 
fall if a single sentence ever escaped me tending in the least to what 
Mr. Hopkins asserted. He then persevered in his assertions and la- 
bored to make the dispute personal. He finally declared his resolution 
of going to America, aud gave bints what he would do there; to which 
I replied be was at his liberty, but justice to my country would oblige 
me to transmit a true narration of his conduct and the bold attempt he 
had made to intercept the sending out of supplies, which could bo ex- 
ceeded by nothing but his inconsistency in pretending to offer his serv- 
ice to a country which he had laboured to injure so materially. 

We parted, and nothing in his power will be left unattempted against 
me pretendedly, but against the Colonies ultimately; however, I am 
under no great apprehensions. Such a man when known ceases to bo for- 
midable, but I can by no means avoid cautioning you against him, should 
be escape into America, as one of those restless and unquiet spirits ever 
dangerous in civil society, but more so in military operations ; inveter- 
ate as he is, I can manage him in such a government as this better than 
yon can in America. I say if he escapes, for at present he is closely 
watched in all his motions, but he may write letters, and under pretense 
of friendship for America, cause some uneasiness here. Should lie perse- 
vere in his machinations he would soon wind himself up; indeed, I am 
apprehensive he will, but am determined never more to put myself, or 
any affair of miue, in his way. The ministry are satisfied with my con- 
duct in the affair, and I believe mean to use the present occasion for 
dismissing him, which as he may be apprehensive of, be will push the 
harder to get away for America.] * 

It is of importance, as I have mentioned in my former letters, to have 
some one deputed and empowered to treat with the King of Prussia. 
[ am acquainted with his agent here, aud have already through him 
received some queries and proposals respecting American commerce, 
to which I am preparing a reply. I have also an acquaintance with 
the agent of the Grand Duke of Tuscany, who proposes fixing a com- 
merce between the United States and Leghorn, but bas not as yet given 

* The passage in bracket* is omitted by Sparks. 



OCTOBER 1, 1776. 



157 



me his particular thoughts. France and Spain are naturally our allies; 
the Italian States want our flour and some other articles; Prussia, ever 
pursuing her own interests, needs but be informed of some facts rela- 
tive to America's increasing commerce to favor us; Holland will pur- 
sue its system, now fixed, of never quarreling with any one on any 
occasion whatever. In this view is seen at once the power we ought 
to apply to and gain a good acquaintance with. Let uie again urge 
you on the subject of tobacco. Keeeive also from rue one hint further. 
It is this: Should you apportion a certain tract of the western lands, 
to be divided at the close of this war among the officers and soldiers 
serving in it and make a generous allotmeut, it would, I think, have a 
good effect in America, as the poorest soldiers would then be fighting 
literally for a freehold ; and in Europe it would operate beyond any 
pecuniary offers. 1 have no time to enlarge on the thought, but may 
take it up hereafter ; if I do not, it is an obvious one, and, if capable of 
execution, you can manage it to the best advantage. 

I have no doubt but I can obtain a loan for the Colonies if empow- 
ered, and on very favorable terms. I have already sounded on the 
subject, aud will be more explicit hereafter, both as to my proposals, 
for I can go no further, aud the answers I may receive. 

S. D. 



Committee of Secret Correspon deuce to Deaue." 

Philadelphia, October 1, 1776. 
Dear Sir: Mr. Morris has communicated to us the substance of 
your letters to him down to the 23d June, when you were near setting 
out for Paris. We hope your reception there has been equal to your 
expectations and our wishes ; indeed, we have no reason to doubt it, 
considering the countenance we have met with amongst the French 
islands and their seaports in Europe. It would be very agreeable and 
useful to hear from you just now, in order to form certain opinions of 
the designs of the French court respecting us aud our contest, especially 
as wc learn by various ways they are fitting out a considerable squad- 
ron at Brest and Toulon. What a noble stroke they might now strike 
at 2Jew York ! Twenty sail of the line would take the whole fleet there, 
consisting of between four and five hundred sail of men of- war and 
transports, store-ships, and prizes. Was that piece of business once 
effected by a French fleet, we would engage to give them a very good 
account of General Howe's army in a short time; but, alas! we fear the 
court of France will let slip the glorious opportunity, aud go to war 
by halves, as we have done; we say go to war, because we are of opin- 
ion they must take part in the war sooner or later, and the longer they 
are about it the worse terms will they come in upon. 

* MS9. Dept. of State ; 2 Force's Archives (otb. aeries), 819. 
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We doubt not you will obtain from England a regular account of the 
proceedings of Lord Howe and bis brother; anil we suppose the gen- 
eral's military operations will be '.ushered into the world with an e'clat 
beyond their true merits : or at least the conduct of our people and 
their present situation will be misrepresented as ten times worse than 
the reality. We shall therefore state these things to yon as they really 
are. The fleet under Lord Howe, yon know, is vastly superior to any- 
thing we have in the navy way ; consequently wherever ships cau move 
they must command; therefore it was long foreseen that we could uot 
hold either Long Island or New York ; nevertheless, as our fortifica- 
tions arc chiefly built with axes and spades, the time and trouble in 
raising them was not misspent, for it must have been owing to those 
works that they remained several weeks at Stateii Island without mak- 
ing any attempt. The first they did make was on Loug Island, where 
they landed twenty thousand men or upwards. At this time we had onr 
army, consisting of not more than twenty thousand effective men, sta- 
tioned at King's Bridge, New York, and on Long Island : six or seveu 
thousand was the whole of our force on the latter, and about three thou 
sand of them, commanded by General Sullivan aud Lord Stirling, turned 
out of the lines, took possession of some heights, and intended to annoy 
the enemy in their approaches. They, however, outgeneraled us, and 
got a body of five thousand men between our people and the lines, so 
that we were surrounded, and of course came oft' second best; but they 
purchased this victory dear, and many such would be their ruin. Sul- 
livan, Lord Stirling, and many other officers fell into their hands. 
These, with privates, amounted to from eight hundred to one thousand 
men in killed, wounded, and taken prisouers. They lost a greater num- 
ber in killed and wounded ; but we took but few prisoners, as you may 
suppose. 

General Howe then laid a trap, in which he fully expected to have 
caught every man we had on that island; but General Washington saw 
and frustrated his design by an unexpected and well conducted retreat 
across the sound. This retreat is spoken of on both sides as a master 
stroke. 

The enemy immediately marched up a large body of men opposite to 
Hell Gate. Our people threw np intreuchments ou York Island to op- 
pose their landing ; but, shame to say it, on the day of trial two brigades 
behaved infamously, and could not be stopped by the entreaties or 
threats of the general, who came up in the midst of their flight. It had 
been previously determined to abandon New York, and most of our can- 
non and military stores were removed from thence in time. The enemy 
took possession of the city and encamped on the Plains of Harlem- 
Onr side occupy the Heights of Harlem, King's Bridge, and Mount "Wash- 
ington, where they have made lines as strong as can be. In this situa- 
tion they had a skirmish between about one thousand to twelve hun- 
dred men on each side, in which we gained greatly the advan tage, beat 



OCTOBEK 1, 1776. 



159 



them off tliei field, and took three field pieces from them, having killed 
and wounded a considerable number of their men. 

Since then the city of New York has been on fire, and it is said one- 
fifth or one-sixth of it is reduced to ashes. The enemy charged some 
stragglers of our people that happened to be in New York with having 
set the city on fire designedly, and took that occasion, as we are told, 
to exercise some inhuman cruelties on those poor wretches that were 
in their power. They will no doubt endeavor to throw the odium of 
such a measure on us, but in this they will fail, for General Washing- 
ton, previous to the evacuation of that city, whilst it was in his power 
to do as he pleased with it, desired to know the sense of Congress re- 
specting the destruction of the city, as many officers had giveu it as 
their opinion it would be an advisable measure; but Congress resolved 
that it should be evacuated and left unhurt, as they had no doubt of 
being able to take it back at a future day. This will couviuce all the 
world we had no desire to burn towns or destroy cities, but that we left 
such meritorious works to grace the history of our enemies. 

Upon the whole our army near New York are not sufficiently strong 
to cope with General Howe in the open field ; they have therefore 
intrenched themselves and act on the defensive. They want better 
arms, better tents, and more clothing than they uow have; nor is it iu 
our power at this time to supply them. Consequently we cau not re- 
cruit or increase that army under these discouragements. Men can not 
cheerfully enter a service where they have the prospect of facing a 
powerful enemy and encountering the inclemency of a hard cold win- 
ter without covering at the same time. These are discouraging circum- 
stances, but we must encounter them with double diligence, and we 
still have hopes to procure clothing, partly by importation, partly by 
capture, and chiefly by purchasing all that can be found ou the conti- 
nent. 

If Prance means to befriend us, or wishes us well, they should send 
us succors in good muskets, blankets, cloths, coatings, aud proper 
stuff for tents, also in ammunition ; but not like the Venetians, wait 
uutil we are beat, and then send assistance. We are willing to pay for 
them, and shall be able soon as we cau safely export our tobacco and 
other valuable produce. 

Our northern army is strong, well intrenched in an advantageous 
post at Ticonderoga, which can only-tie taken from them by storm, as 
it can not be approached in a regular maimer ou accouut of the situa- 
tion. We are also formidable on the lakes, in the galleys, boats, and 
gondolas, under command of your friend Arnold, aud that army is 
better provided than the other, so that we do not seem to apprehend 
any danger in that quarter at present. 

The Southern States are for the present in peace and quietness, 
except some interruptions from the Indians, who were instigated 
thereto by Mr. Stewart, the superintendent, and other agents from our 
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enemies. However, they have not any cause to rejoice in those much, 
inations as yet, for the Carolinians and Virginians have attacked anil 
beat them several times, destroyed several of their towns and corn fiehls- 
and made them repent sorely what they have done. So that we have 
little to apprehend on account of Indians. 

The only source of uneasiness amongst us arises from the number of 
tories we find in every State. They are more numerous than formerly 
and speak more openly; but tories are uow of various kind* and vari- 
ous principles. Some are so from real attachment to Britain ; some 
from interested views ; many, very many, from fear of the British 
force ; some because they are dissatisfied with the general measures of 
Congress; more because they disapprove of the men in power and 
the measures in their respective States. But these di fie rent passions, 
views, and expectations are so combined in their consequences that 
the parties affected by them either withhold their assistance or oppose 
our operations; and if America falls, it will be owing to such divisions 
more than the force of our enemies. However, there is much to be 
done before America can be lost, and if France will bat join us in time 
there is no danger but America will soon be established an independent 
empire, and France, drawing from her the principal part of those 
sources of wealth and power that formerly flowed into Great Britain, 
will immediately become the greatest power in Europe. 

We have given you as just a picture of our present situation as we 
can draw in the compass of a letter, in order that you may be well 
informed ; but yon will only impart such circumstances as you may 
think prudent. 

Our frigates are fine vessels, but we meet difficulty in procuring guns 
and anchors. Our people are but young in casting the former, and we 
want coals to make the latter. However, these difficulties we shall 
surmount, and are bent on building some-line- of- battle ships imme- 
diately. The success in privateering and encouragement given by the 
merchants will inevitably hring seamen amongst us. This, with the 
measure that will be adopted to encourage- tlre.'TSTeedTiTg of seamen 
amongst ourselves, will in a few years make us respectable on the 
ocean. Surely France can not be so blind to her own interests as to 
neglect this glorious opportunity of destroying the power and humbling 
the pride of her natural and our declared enemy. 

We make no doubt but you have been made acquainted with the ne- 
gotiations of Monsieur Hortalez, and in consequence thereof we conclude 
you will be at no loss to obtain the supplies of goods wanted for a par- 
ticular department, notwithstanding we know that the greatest part of 
those remittances that were intended you have been intercepted by one 
means or other. It is unfortunate and much, to be regretted that those 
remittances have had such ill fate, but we hope you have obtained tlie 
goods on credit, and you may depend that remittances will be continued 
until all your engagements are discharged. 
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Clothing and tents are so much wanted for our armies that we entreat 
you to apply immediately to the court of France for a loan of money 
sufficient to dispatch immediately considerable quantities of stuff fit 
for tents, and of coarse cloths, coatings, stockings, and such other com- 
fortable necessaries for an army as you can readily judge will be 
proper. You will get these goods either sent out direct in French ves- 
sels or to their islands, where we can send for them ; but if you could 
prevail on the court of France to send out men-of-war with them it 
would be most acceptable. Whatever engagements you make for pay- 
ment of the cost of such clothing and necessaries the Congress will 
order sufficient remittances to fulfill the same; but in our circumstances 
it requires time to accomplish them. You'll observe the secret com- 
mittee have given orders to Mr. Thomas Morris* to procure sundry ar- 
ticles and dispatch them immediately ; and if you succeed in the nego- 
tiation of a loan from the court for this purpose, you may employ him 
or act in conjunction with him to procure and dispatch tJiose articles by 
them and such others as you shall judge necessary, and the remittances 
to be made him will serve to refund the loan. Should the court decline 
this matter, perhaps the Farmers-General may be induced to advance 
the money 7 or stake their credit for the sake of securing the tobacco the 
secret committee will remit to Europe. These things we throw out as 
hints, and shall only further observe that you can not render your in- 
jured country more essential -service at this time than by procuring 
these supplies immediately. 

We are told that our vigilant enemies have demanded of the courts 
of France, Spain, and Portugal to deliver up the American ships in their 
ports and to forbid their having any future intercourse with them. 
The court of Portugal has complied so far as to order our ships away 
on ten days' notice. That France and Spain gave evasive answers. 
This is private uncertain intelligence ; but we think you will do well to 
intimate to the ministers of those nations that first impressions are last- 
ing; that the time has been when they stood much in need of American 
supplies ; that the time may come again ; that, although we are styled 
rebels by Britain, yet our friendship may hereafter be of the utmost 
importance to those powers particularly that possess American colonies, 
and that injuries now done us will not be easily effaced. These hints 
of argument you'll offer as the suggestions of your own mind, and en- 
deavor to influence them by interest or fear from taking any active 
part against us, On the contrary, as it is evidently their inlerest to 
encourage our commerce, so we hope you'll be able to influence them 
by one means or other to protect and license it in the utmost extent. 

We shall not take up more of your time at present, 
But remain, sir, your humble servants. 

"As to the unfortunate character of this arrangement, sea introduction, § 183, index, 
title T. Morris. 

11 WH— VOL II 
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Committee of Secret Correspondence to Deaue " 

Philadelphia, October 2, 1770. 
Sih : We have this day received from the honorable tbe Congress of 
Delegates of the Cnited State* of America tlie im|>ortaTit papers which 
accompany this letter, being first a treaty of commerce and alliance 
between the court of France and these States: seo>:i.l, instructions to 
their commissioners relative to the said treaty ; and, lastly,. a commis- 
sion, whereby yon will find that Dr. Franklin, the Hon. Thomas Jeffer- 
son, and yourself are appointed commissioners for negotiating the said 
treaty at the court of France. These papers speak for themselves, and 
need no strictures or remarks from us. neither is it onr business to make 
any. 

Ton will observe that in case of the absence or disability of any one 
or two of the commissioners the other has full power to act. We there- 
fore think it proper to inform yon that Dr. Franklin and Mr. Jefferson 
will take passage with all speed ; but it is necessary tliat their appoint- 
ment on this business remain a profound secret, and we do not choose 
even to trust this paper with their roote. Suffice it, therefore, that yon 
expect them soon after this reaches yonr bands, and if yon don't see 
some evident advantage will arise by communicating this commission 
to the French ministry immediately, we give it as onr opinion you had 
best suspend it nntit the arrival of one or both these gentlemen, because 
you will then benefit of each others advice and abilities, aud we appre- 
hend tbeir arrival will give additional importance to the embassy. Bat 
should you be of opinion that delay will be in the least degree injuri- 
ous to our country or its cause, yon must by all means use yonr own 
discretion in this matter, wherein we are not authorized to instruct or 
advise; we only offer yon our thoughts on the subject. Should you 
think proper to disclose this commission to the ministers of France, 
enjoin the strictest secrecy respecting tbe names, or rather insist that 
it be not made known to any persons but those whose office aud employ- 
ments entitle them to the communication, that any other are joined 
with you in it. because if that ci renin stance reaches England before 
their arrival it will evidently endanger their persons. 

The Congress have ordered the secret committee to 1 dge ten tbon- 
sand pounds sterling in France, subject to the orders of the commis- 
sioners, for their support, etc., and you may depend that remittance- 
will be made for that purpose with all possible diligence. We can al.-o 
inform you that yon may expect instructions for forming treaties with 
other nations; consequently, you will cultivate a good understanding 
with all the foreign ministers. 

We have committed these important despatches to the care ot Mr. 
William Hodge, jr.. t who we hope will in due time have tbe pleasure 

*MSS. Dept. of State; '2 Fi-rnr's Archives, 5th series, 

t As to HoJge'a services and history, see index, tnie Hodge. 
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to deliver them in person. He knows nothing more of their contents 
than that they are important; and in case of capture, his orders are 
to sink them in the sea. This young gentleman's character, family, 
and alertness in the public service all eutitle hiin to your notice. He 
is also charged with some business from the secret committee, wherein 
your countenance and assistance may be useful. You will no doubt 
extend it to him, and also engage Mr. Morris' exertions therein. 

Tou will please to advance Mr. Hodge the value of one hundred and 
fifty pounds sterling for his expenses, and transmit us his receipt for 
the same. 

We most fervently pray for a successful negotiation, and are, with 
the utmost attention and regard, dear sir, your affectionate friends, 
and obedient humble servants. 

P. S. — Mr, Hodge has some instructions from the secret committee 
which he will lay before you, and if the negotiation of Mods. Hortalez 
respecting arms and ammunition lias been conducted with success, it 
will be needless for Mr. Hodge to make contracts for those articles. 
You will know how that matter is, and direct Mr. Hodge accordingly, 
and if you should think it of more consequence to send bim immedi- 
ately back here with despatches than to employ him in the business 
that committee have proposed, he will obey your orders, and Mr. Morris 
may do the other. 



Dearie to Dumas * 

Paris, October 3d, 1776. 
Dear SlK: Since my last, in wbicb I mentioned the King of Prus- 
sia, I have obtained a method of sounding that monarch's sentiments 
more directly through another channel, which voluntarily offering I 
have accepted, and therefore waive writing on the subject for the pres- 
ent anything, save that you may undoubtedly serve the United States 
of America most essentially in this affair iu a few weeks from this. The 
attention to my business here, which is not merely political but partly 
commercial, the critical situation of affairs at this court, and the anx- 
ious suspense for tbe events at New York and Canada, have actually 
fixed me here; and the having received no intelligence for some time 
past has well-nigh distracted me. I have, however, favorable prospects 
and the most confirmed hopes of effecting my views in Europe. I am 
too much engaged to say more in this, and will be more particular in 
ray next. 

I am, etc., Silas Deane. 



■ 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Core, 213. 
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Jay to Morris. * 

Fishkills, October G, 1776. 

Dear Sir : The inclosed is a part of the late invisible parts of Mr. 
Dearie's letters. You will perceive some blanks iu it. Mr. D., it seems, 
did not write with his usual care and accuracy. There are many blots 
in one of tbe letters, and iu oue or two instances the lines cross and run 
iuto one another. Little material is however illegible. I am happy to 
find our affairs wear so pleasing an aspect in France. 

This most certainly will not be the last campaign, and in my opinion 
Lord Howe's operations can not be so successful aud decisive as greatly 
to lessen the ideas which foreign nations have conceived of our impor- 
tance. I am rather inclined to think that our declaring independence 
in the face of so powerful a fleet and army will impress them with an 
opinion of our strength aud spirit, and when they are informed how 
little of our country is in the enemy's possession, they will unite in de- 
claring us inviucible by the arms of Britain. 

If the works carrying on by the general for obstructing the naviga- 
tion of Hudson's River at Mount Washington prove effectual, Lord 
Howe must rest content with the city of New York for this campaign. 
For altho it is not impossible for him to land a large body of troops 
on the shores of the sound, and thereby divide our forces, yet no great 
matters can by tbat means be achieved. Our communication with the 
army by tbe sound is already cut off by the ships of war, and any strong 
post they might take on tbe shore would not much injure our communi- 
cation by land, But should they, on the contrary, be able suddenly to 
penetrate the North River with a few ships of war and a number of 
transports, they would effectually destroy all communication between 
the upper country aud the army by laud and water; for hefoie the 
shores would he put in such a state of defense as to prevent their land- 
ing with success, they might possess themselves of posts aud passes 
by nature so strong as to be long tenable against a much superior force. 

Should an event of this sort take place, we should he iu a disagreea- 
ble situation. Flour and lumber could not then be carried to the army 
hut by a circuitous route thro abominable roads, and it is a ui alter 
of some doubt whether our utmost exertions to supply them would 
he successful. Had I been vested with absolute power iu this State, I 
have often said and still think that 1 would last spring have desolated 
all Long Island, Staten Island, the city and county of New York, and 
all that part of the county of Westchester which lies below the mount- 
ains. I would then have stationed the mam body of the army in the 
mouutains on the east, and eight or ten thousand men in tbe Highlands 
on the west, side of the river. I would have directed tbe river at Fort 
Montgomery, which is nearly at the southern extremity of tbe mount- 
ains, to be so shallowed as to afford only depth sufficient for an Albany 
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sloop, and all the southern passes and defiles in the mountains to he 
strongly fortified. Nor do I think the shallowing the river a romantic 
scheme. Rocky mountains rise immediately from its shores; the hreadth 
is not very great; tho the depth is. But what can not eight or ten 
thousand men well worked effect! According to this plan of defense this 
State would he absolutely impregnable against all the world on the sea 
side, and would have nothing to fear except from tho way of the lakes. 
Should the enemy gain the river even below the mountains, I think I fore- 
sec that a retreat will become necessary, and I can not forbear wishing 
that a desire of saving a few acres may not lead us into difficulties. Such 
is the situation of. this State at present, and so various, and I may say 
successful, have been the arts of Governor Tryon and his adherents to 
spread the seeds of disaffection among us, that I can not at present ob- 
tain permission to return to Congress. Our convention continues unan- 
imous in all its measures, and to do them justice are diligent as well as 
zealous in the cause. 

As long as your whimsical constituents shall permit the gentleman 
to whom I am writing to remain among the number of those honest and 
able patriots in Congress in whose hands I think the interest of 
America very safe, the Congress will possess too great a stock of abili- 
ties to perceive the absence of my little mite. It gives me pleasure, 
however, to reflect that your remarks on this subject, however ill 
founded, would have been dictated only by that friendly partiality 
which you have shown me, and which in this instance has been per- 
mitted to impose on your judgment. I wish the secret committee would 
communicate no other intelligence to the Congress at large than what 
may be necessary to promote the common weal, not gratify the curiosity 
of individuals. I hint this, because a copy of letter from A. L. to that 
committee has lately been sent by a member of Congress to a gentle- 
men of hisacquaiutance who is not a member of Congress. Icameby this 
intelligence in such a way as to speak with certainty, for I have seen 
the copy, but at tho same time in such a way as not to be able with 
propriety to meution names. You will be pleased, therefore, to make 
uo other use of this information than to induce tho greater caution in 
the committee. For as to binding certain members in the House to 
secrecy by oaths or otherwise would be just as absurd as to swear Lee 
(no matter which of them) to look or feel like Ned liutledge. 

liad Mr. Deaue mentioned to me his having conversed with you rela- 
tive to the mode of writing I communicated to him I should most cer- 
tainly have spoken to you on the subject, and will when we meet give 
you the same information respecting it that I did to him. 

lam, dear, sir, with respect and esteem, your most obedient servant, 

John Jay.* 



* See introduction, 155 ff. As to British atrocities, see introduction, $ 22. 
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Deane to Dumas * 

Paris, October 6, 1776. 

Sir; Tours of the 1st instant I received, and observe by tbe contents 
that Mr. Lee is returned to Loudon. I have not seeu Mr. Ellis. In 
answer to your queries: First, a reconciliation between Great Britain 
aud the United States of America is improbable ever to take place; it 
is absolutely impossible until after the sitting of Parliament. Secondly, 
Admiral Howe joined his brother early in August, and sent on shore to 
General Washington a letter, which was returned unopened, as no title 
was given to General Washington ; a second was sent, and met the 
same fate, Tbe Congress justified the general in his conduct, and 
ordered him to receive no letters except they were directed to Mm with 
his proper title. Lord Howe sent to the governors of several colonies 
his proclamation, which, by the army and people of New York, was 
treated with contempt and ridicule. 

Thus matters continued until the 20th of August, when General 
Howe had collected his whole force and was preparing to attack New 
York. On the other side, all the eminences and advantageous posts 
near the city were secured aud fortified, and the Americans strongly 
intrenched on them, the city of New York fortified with batteries next 
to the water, and all the principal streets with barriers across them, 
and at the same time the houses filled with combustibles ready to be 
set on fire should tbe city be found tenable. The two men-of-war which 
had passed up the river above the city were returned terribly damaged 
by attacking a battery. Tbis, in a word, was the state of affairs in 
New York on the 20th of August, from which important news may he 
expected every hour. 

Thirdly, I know what Dr. Franklin's sentiments were when I left 
America, and that nothing but a miracle could convert him to wish for 
an accommodation on other terms than the independence of the Colo- 
Dies. Depend upon it, my good friend, the ministry of Great Britain 
labor incessantly to propagate stories of an accommodation, for it is 
well known that they despair of reducing the Colonies by arms this 
campaign, at the close of which the national debt will amount to nearly 
£150,000,000 sterling, part of which will remaiu unfunded, and where 
are their resources for supporting the next campaign? He that can 
discover the philosopher's stone can answer. 

To your fourth query you will excuse my answering more than that 
your conjecture is not far out of the way. My letter will inform you 
why I must still delay sending what I promised you the 14th ultimo. 
In the mean time, sir, you may add to indigo aud rice, tobacco, logwood, 
redwood, sugar, coffee, cotton, ami other West India produce, which 
pass through the hands of the North Americans in payment for their 
supplies to the West India Islands, which can not exist without their 

' 5 Sjtarka' Dip. Rev. Curr., 2L3; 2 I'orce'a Archives, 5tb series, 916. 
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produce. Also, in course of trade, spermaceti oil and salt fish may be 
supplied to Prussia and Germany as cheap, or cheaper, from the Colo- 
nies than from Holland ami Germany. The United Colonies exported 
to Europe, chiefly indeed to Great Britain, fish oil, whalebone, sperma- 
ceti, furs, and peltry of every kind, masts, spars, and timber, pot and 
pearl ashes, flaxseed, beef, pork, butter and cheese, horses and oxen ; 
to the West Indies, chiefly wheat flour, bread, rye, Indian corn, lumber, 
tobacco, iron, naval stores, beeswax, rice, and indigo, etc., to the amount 
of more than £4,000,000 sterling annually, and for some years past, and 
received the pay in European manufactures; and when I remind you 
that the inhabitants of that country double their number every twenty 
years, and inform you that this exportation has increased for the last 
century in the same ratio, you will be able to form some idea of this 
commerce, and of how much importance it is to Europe. I hope, by 
the coming post, to send you some favorable news from America, and 
I may not add to this without missing the post. 

I am, with the most sincere esteem, dear sir, your most obedient 
servant, 

Silas Deane. 



Desne to tlie Committee of Secret Correspondence." 

Paris, October 8, 1776. 

Gentlemen: Tour Declaration of the Fourth of July last has given 
this court, as well as several others in Europe, reason to expect you would 
in form announce your independency to them and ask their friendship j 
hut a three months' silence on that subject appears to them mysterious, 
and the more so as you declared for foreign alliances. This silence has 
given me the most inexpressible anxiety ; has more than once come near 
frustrating my whole endeavors, on which subject I refer you to mine 
of the first instant. Employ must be found for the forces of Great 
Britain out of the United States of North America, The Caribs in St. 
Vincent, if set agoing, may be supplied through Martinique with stores. 
The mountain negroes in Jamaica may employ a great number of their 
forces. This is not employing slaves, which, however, the example 
of our enemy authorizes. Should there arise troubles in these two 
islands, which a very little money would effect, the consequence would 
be that Great Britain, which can by no means think of giving them 
up, would be so far from being able to increase her force on the Con- 
tinent, that she must withdraw a large part to defend her ishiuds. I 
find every one here acquainted with Bermuda is in my sentiments, 
and by the officiousness of the treacherous Hopkins the ministry here 
have got it by the end. This makes me the more solicitous that the 
islands should be fortified this winter, if practicable. 

Tobacco in Holland is at the enormous price of seven stivers, and 

" 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr,, 36, with verbal changes and oniiaaions, substantially as 
in 2 Force's Archives, 5th series, <J37. 
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will soon be as dear in France anil Germany, and etc. I have promised 
that yon will send out twenty thousand hogsheads this winter, in pay- 
ment for the articles wanted here. Let me advise you to ship the whole 
to Bordeaux, after which it inny be shipped in French bottoms to any 
other port; the price will pay the convoy; therefore I would recom- 
mend the vessels in which it should be shipped to be armed, and that 
each ship shall sail under convoy of one of your frigates, which may 
also be ballasted with it. This will be safer than coining in a fleet. On 
their arrival, Messrs. Delap, whose zeal and fidelity in our service are 
great, will be directed by me, or in my absence by Monsieur B., or 
ostensibly by Messrs. Hortalez & Co., where to apply the money.* 
Eight or ten of your frigates, thus collected at Bordeaux, with a proper 
number of riflemen as marines, where they might have leisure to refit 
and procure supplies, would strike early next season a terrible blow to 
the British commerce in Europe aud obtain noble indemnity. The ap- 
pearance of American cruisers in those seas has amazed the British 
merchants, aud insurance will now be on the war establishment. This 
will give the rival uatious a great superiority in commerce, of which 
they can not be insensible ; and as our vessels of war wilt be protected 
in the ports of Prance and Spain, the whole of the British commerce 
will be exposed, t 1 hope to have a liberty for the disposal of prizes 

* See index, title Beauinarchais, 

t Between May, 1776, and January, L778, seven hundred and thirty-three British 
vessels were reported to the House of Lords as having been taken by American priva- 
teers. For other letters as to American privateers, see Deane to Congress, October 17, 
1776 ; Deane to committee, November £7, 1776 ; Commissioners to Congress, January 17, 
1777; Commissioners to committee, February 6, 11, 1777, Hay Sfi, 1777, September 8, 
1777 ; Carmichael to Bingham, June 23, 1777 : and see index, title Privateers. 

" It is true that the coasts of Great Britain and Ireland were insulted by the Amer- 
ican privateers in a manner which our hardiest enemies had never ventured on in 
our most arduous contentions with foreigners. Thus were the inmost and most do- 
mestic recesses of our trade rendered insecure; and a convoy for the protection of the 
linen ships from Dublin and Newry was now for the first time seen. The Thames 
also presented the unusual aud melaucholy spectacle of number* of foreign ships, par- 
ticularly French, taking in cargoes of English commodities for various parts of 
En tope, the property of our own merchants, who were thns seduced to seek that pro- 
tection under the colors of other nations which the British flag used to afford to all 
the world. 

"Against this must be set that His Majesty's ships took a prodigious number of 
American vessels, bo [h on their own coasts aud iu the West Indies. The persever- 
ance with which the Americans supplied the objects for those captures, by continu- 
ally building new ships and seeking new adventures, seemed almost incredible. At 
a time when the whole of a trade carried on under such discouraging circumstances 
seemed to be extinguished, the gazettes teemed again with the account of new cap- 
tures ; which, though for the greater part tliey were not of much value singly, yet 
furnished at times some very rich prizes aud in the aggregate were of a vast amount. 
They probably much overbalanced the losses which we sustained from their priva- 
teers. But it was to a thinking mind melancholy that we had a computation of that 
kind to make." (London Annual Register, 1778, 36.) 

By 1780, however, the British blockade of American ports was so far strengthened 
as greatly to diminish the number of American privateers afloat. 
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here, but dare not engage for that. The last season the whole coast of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland has been and still remains unguarded; 
three or four frigates arriving, as they certaiuly might, unexpectedly, 
would be sufficient to pillage Port Glasgow or other western towns. 
The very alarm which this would occasion might have the most surpris- 
ing aud important effects, and In tbis method it might be effected with 
the utmost certainty if entered upon early next spring ; but, should 
that be laid aside, the having five or six more of your stoutest ships in 
these ports, where you may every day receive intelligence of what is 
about to sail from England, would put it in our power to make great 
reprisals. 

I wrote for blank commissions or a power to grant commissions to 
ships of war. Pray forward them, as here are many persons wishing for 
an opportunity of using them in this way. [They will take a cargo in 
an armed vessel for America, and if they meet with anything in tbeir 
way will take it with them.]* The granting commissions against Por- 
tugal would insure the friendship of Spaiu. Grain wiil bear a great 
price in tbis kingdom and the south of Europe; and I have made ap- 
plication to the minister of marine to supply masts and spars from 
America for the French navy. Pray inform me how and on what terms 
the British navy formerly used to be supplied from New England. I 
am fully of opinion that a war must break out soon and become general 
in Europe. I need say no more on tbe situation I am in for want of 
further instructions. I live in hopes, but should I be much longer dis- 
appointed, the affairs I am upon, as well as my credit, must suffer, if not 
be absolutely ruined. My most respectful compliments to tbe Congress. 
I am, gentlemen, your most obedient very humble servant. 

Silas Deane, 



Deane to Dumas.t 

Paris, October 9th, 177G. 
Sir: I wrote you by last post. This comes by Mr. Carmicbael,} a 
gentleman of Maryland, in America, who has for some time lived with 
aud assisted me in my business. You can have the fullest confidence 
in him, and as he knows I place the most absolute in yoj, it would be 
trifling to swell a letter with news or observations, of both of which he 
can viva voce satisfy you. He will communicate to you his business in 
Holland, and I am sure you will assist him to the utmost of your power. 
He can tell you what an anxious and laborious life I lead here ; and, 
what adds to my misfortune, how impossible it is in the present critical 
situation of affairs for me to quit this post for a single day ; much more, 

* Omitted, in Sparks' edition. 

t 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 215; 2 Force's Archives, !ith aeries, 951. 
t See introduction, $ 171. 
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it is as yet impossible for nae to leave long enough to visit you iu Hol- 
land, which having long promised to myself and anticipated with pleas, 
ure, the disappointment greatly chagrins me. To have so kind and 
hospitable, aod at the same time so judicious and safe, a friend inviting 
me to what must at once yield me the purest pleasure and the most 
solid advantage, viz, an interview, and not to be able to profit by it at 
once, is a misfortune I feel most sensibly. 

Mr. Carmichael can give you the best intelligence of onr present 
affairs in America, and bis observations and inferences will be from the 
best grounds and made with precision and judgment. My most grate- 
ful and respectful acknowledgments to your lady, whom I yet may 
have the honor of waiting on in the course of a month. 
I have the honor to be, etc, 

Silas Deane. 



Deane to Dumas." 

Paris, October ISift, 1776. 
Sir: Before the receipt of this you will have seen Mr. Caruiichael, to 
whom I refer you on many subjects. Yours of the 8th I received since 
his departure, and have only to ask of you to procure the proper testi- 
monials of this very extraordinary and cruel proceeding at H 

respecting Mr. Shoemaker, a family of which name I knew in Philadel- 
phia. These testimonials will be a proper ground to go upon in demand- 
ing satisfaction, which I do not think, however, had best be asked until 
the independence of the Colonies has been formally announced ; and 
proper powers for this step have been delayed strangely , or perhaps 
interrupted. Your zeal in this cause reflects honor ou your private as 
well as public sentiments of justice and rectitude, and [ will transmit 
to the honorable Congress of the United States in my first letters a cony 
of your memoir. I am still without intelligence of any kind from Amer- 
ica, save that on the 20th of August a battle was hourly expected at 
Sew York. Xo prospect of reconciliation. The British forces in Can- 
ada arc not likely to effect anything this seasou, and consequently alt 
hopes iu England rest on the event of a single action at New York, 
which the public are made to believe will prove decisive. And so it 
may, if the fate of the day should be for us, and the enemy have no 
retreat or resources iu America: but by no means decisive if it incline 
the other way. I trouble you with the inclosed for Mr. Carmichael. 
I am, with great respect, etc., Silas Deane. 

*5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 216; 2 Force's Archives, 5tli series, 1020. 
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Articles for hiring armed vessels aud merchandise, agreed to between Messrs. 
de Monthieu and Roderique Hortalea & Co. and Mr. Silas Deaue. 

[Translation.] " 

We, the subscribers, John Joseph de Monthieu and Eoderique Hor- 
talez & Co., are agreed with Mr, Silas Deane, agent of the United Colo- 
nies, upon the subsequent arrangements : 

That I, de Monthieu, do engage to furnish, on account of the thirteen 
United Colonies of North America, a certain number of vessels to carry 
arms aud merchandise to the burden of sixteen hundred tons, or as 
many vessels as are deemed sufficient to transport to some harbor of 
North America belonging to the thirteen United Colouies all the ammu- 
nition and aypurteuauees, agreeable to the estimate signed and left in 
my possession, and which we suppose would require the above-men- 
tioned quantity of vessels to carry sixteen hundred tons burden, which 
are to be paid for at the rate of two hundred livres the ton, and that I 
will hold said vessels at the disposal of said Messrs. Hortalez & Co., ready 
to sail at the ports of Havre, Nantes, and Marseilles, viz., the vessels 
which are to carry the articles and passengers mentioned in the afore- 
mentioned list aud are to depart from Havre, as well as those that are 
to go from Nantes, to be ready in the course of November next, and the 
others in the course of December following, on condition that one-half 
of the aforementioned freight of two hundred livres per ton, both for the 
voyage to America and back to France, laden equally on account of the 
Congress of the thirteen United Colonies and Messrs. Hortalez & Co. 
aforesaid, who are responsible for them, shall be advanced and paid im- 
mediately in money, bills of exchange, or other good merchandise or 
effects, and the other half the said Messrs. Hortalez & Co. do agree to 
furnish me with in proportion as the vessels are fitting out in the same 
money or other effects as above ; over and above this, they are to pay me 
for the passage of each officer not belonging to the ship's crew the sum 
of five hundred aud fifty livres tournois, and for every soldier or servant 
two hundred and fifty livres, and for every sailor who goes as passenger 
one hundred and fifty livres. It is expressly covenanted aud agreed 
between ns that all risks of the sea, either in said vessels being chased, 
run on shore, or taken, shall be on account of the Congress of the 
United Colonies, and shall be paid agreeably to the estimation which 
may be made of each of these vessels agreeably to the bills of sale of 
each, which I promise to deliver to Messrs. Hortalez & Co. before the 
departure of any of the said vessels from any of the ports of France 
mentioned above. 

Finally, it is agreed that if the Americans detain these vessels longer 
than two months in their ports without shipping on board them the 
returns they are to carry to France, all demurrage, wages, or expenses 
on them from the day of their arrival to that of their departure, these 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 38; see introduction, ${ 56 ff. 
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two months excepted, shall be at their charge and paid by them, or by 
Messrs. Hortalez «S: Co. in our own name, as answerable tor the Congress 
of the United Colonies. We accept the above conditions as far as they 
respect us, and promise faithfully to fulfill them, and in consequence we 
have signed this instrument of writing one to the other at Paris, 15th 
October, 1776. 

Month rEU. 

roderique hortalez & co. 
Silas Deane, 
Agent for the United Colonies of North America* 



Proceedings in Congress, October 16, 1776. t 

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS TO BKXJAMX* FHANIfUN, SII.AS DRAKE, AND ARTHUR I.ER, 
COMMISSIONERS FROM TUE UNtTED STATES Of AMERICA TO THEJilNO OF FRANCE. 

Whilst you are negotiating the affair you are charged with at the 
court of France, you will have opportunities of conversing frequently 
with the ministers and agents of other European princes and states 
residing there. 

You shall endeavor, wbeu you find occasion fit and convenient, to 
obtain from them a recognition of our independency and sovereignty, 
and to conclude treaties of peace, amity, and commerce between their 
princes or states and us; provided, that the same be not inconsistent 
with the treaty you shall make with his most Christiau majesty, that 
they do not oblige us to become a party in any war which may happen 
in consequence thereof, and that the immunities, exemptions, privi- 
leges, protection, defense, and advantages, or the contrary, thereby 
stipulated, be equal and reciprocal. If that can not be effected, you 
shall to the utmost of your power prevent their taking part with Great 
Britain in the war which his Britannic majesty prosecutes against us, 
or entering info offensive alliances with that king and protest and pre- 
sent remonstrances against the same, desiring the interposition, medi- 
ation, and good offices on our behalf of his most Christian majesty the 
king of France, and of any other princes or states whose dispositions 
are not hostile towards us- 

In case overtures be made to you by the ministers or agents of any 
European princes or states for commercial treaties between them and 
us, you may conclude such treaties accordingly. 

By order of Congress. 

John Hancock, 

President. 



'As to thia agreement, see index, title Beamnarcliais. 
t MSS. Dept. of State, 
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Deane to Bingham." 

Paris, October 17, 1776. 

Deak Sir: Since receiving yours of the 4th and 5th of August last 
I have written you repeatedly, ami have uo doubt of your receipt of 
my letters, to which I refer you. You are in the neighborhood of St. 
"Vincent's, and I learn that the Caribs are not contented with their 
masters, and being an artful as well as revengeful people, would un- 
doubtedly take this opportunity of throwiug off ;i yoke which nothing 
but a superior force can keep ou them. My request is that you would 
inquire into the state of that island by proper emissaries, and if the 
Caribs are disposed to revolt, encourage them and promise them aid 
of arms and ammunition. This must tear from Great Britain an island 
which they value next to Jamaica, and to which, indeed, they have no 
title but what rests on violence and cruelty. At any rate, they will 
oblige Great Britain to withdraw part of ber forces from the continent. 
If anything can be effected there, inform me instantly, and I will order 
to your care such a quantity of stores as y r ou shall think necessary. 

The inclosed letter I desire you to break the seal of and make as 
many copies as there are vessels going northward, by which some one 
must arrive. A war, 1 think, may be depended upon, but keep your 
intelligence of every kind secret, save to those of the honorable secret 
committee. 

You will send also a copy of this, by which the committee will see 
the request I have made to yon, and the reason of their receiving sev- 
eral duplicates in your handwriting. I wish you to forward the inclosed 
to Mr. Tucker, of Bermuda, and write ine by every vessel to Bordeaux 
or Nantes. 

I am, with great esteem, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Deane to Committee of Secret Correspondence. t 

Paris, October 17th, 1776. 
Gentlemen : I ouce more put pen to paper, not to attempt what is 
absolutely beyond the power of language to paint, my distressed situ- 
ation here, totally destitute of intelligence or instructions from you 
since 1 left America, except Mr. Morns' letters of the 4tb and 5th of 
June last, covering duplicates of my first instructions. Nor will 1 com- 
plain for myself, but must plainly inform you that the cause of the 

* MSS. Dept. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Core, 42. 

Mr. William Bingham was an American merchant residing in Martinique. He was 
an agent for Congress during a large portion of the war, and was the medium of com- 
munication with France, hy way of the Freticli West India Islands.— Sparks. 

tMSS. Dept. of State; given substantially in 2 Force's Archives, 5th series, 101)0; 
1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 39, with omissions and verbal changes. 
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United Colonies or United States has for some time suffered :it this 
court for want of positive orders to me or some other person. 

It has not suffered here only, but at several other courts, that are not 
only willing, but even desirous, of assisting America. Common com- 
plaisance, say they, though they waut none of our assistance, requires 
that they should announce to us fa form their being independent States, 
that we may know how to treat their subjects and their property in our 
dominions. Every excuse which my barren invention could suggest 
has been made, and I have presented memoir after memoir on the sit- 
uation of American affairs and their importance to this kingdom and 
to some others. My representations, as well verbally as written. h:ive 
been favorably received, and all the attention paid them I could have 
wished, but the sine qua now is wanting — a power to treat from the 
United Independent States of America. Uow, say they, is it possible 
that all your intelligence and instructions should be intercepted, when 
we daily have advice of American vessels arriving in different ports in 
Europe? It is true I have effected what nothing but the real desire 
this court has of giving aid could have brought about ; but, at the same 
time, it has been a critical and delicate affair, and has required all 
attention to save appearances, and more than once have I been on the 
brink of losing all, from suspicions that you were not in earnest in 
making applications here. I will only add, that a vessel with a com- 
mission from the Congress has been detained at Bilboa as a pirate, and 
complaint against it carried to the court of Madrid* I have been 
applied to for assistance, and though I am in hopes nothiug will be 
determined against us, yet I confess I tremble to think how important 
a question is by this step agitated, without any one empowered to 
appear in a proper character and defend. Could I present your Decla- 
ration of Independence, and show my commission subsequently, empow- 
ering me to appear in your behalf, all might be concluded at once, and 
a most important point gained — no less than that of obtaining a free 
reception and defense or protection of our ships of war in these ports 
[a determination which must eventually ruin the commerce of Great 
Britain].! 

I have wrote heretofore for twenty thousand hogsheads of tobacco. 1 
now repeat my desire, and for a large quantity of rice. [Tobacco is 
eight and one-half sterling in London, and rice fifty sterling.]! The very 
profits on a large quantity of these articles will go far towards an 
annual expense. The stores concerning which I have repeatedly writ- 
ten to you are now shipping, and will be with yon, I trust, in January, 
as will the officers coming with them. I refer to your serious consider- 
ation the inclosed hints respecting a naval force in these seas, also the 
inclosed propositions, which were by accident thrown in my way. If 
you shall judge them of any consequence, you will lay them before 
Congress; if not, postage will be all the expense extra. I believe they 



* See infra, Deane to committee, Nov. 27, 1776. t Omitted in Spatka' editioD. 
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have been seen by other persons, and therefore I held it my duty to 
send them to yon. My most profound respect and highest esteem ever 
attend the Congress, and particularly the secret committee. 
I am, gentlemen, etc., 

Silas Deane. 

P. S.— Dr. Bancroft* has been so kind as to pay me a second visit, 
and that most seasonably, as my former assistant, Mr. Cannichael, has 
gone to Amsterdam, and thence northward, on a particular affair of 
very great importance.! The vessel referred to is commanded by Cap- 
tain Lee, of ?fewburyport, who, on his passage, took five prizes of value, 
and sent them back, but brought on two of the captains and some of 
the men prisoners to Bilboa, where the captains entered their protest, 
and complained against Captain Lee as a pirate, on winch his vessel is 
detained, and his commission etc., seni up to Madrid, This instantly 
brings on a question as to the legality of the commissions; if deter- 
mined legal, a most important point is gained; if the reverse, the con- 
sequences will be very bad, and the only grouud on which the determi- 
nation can go against the captain is that the United States of A merica, 
or their Congress, are not known in Europe as being independent 
States otherwise than by common fame in newspapers, etc., on which a 
serious resolution can not be grounded. The best, therefore, that the 
captain expects will be to get the matter delayed, which is very hard 
on the brave captain and his honest owners, and will be a bad prece- 
dent for others to venture into the European seas. I have done every- 
thing in my power, and am in hopes, from the strong assurances given 
me, that all will be settled to my satisfaction in this affair, hut can not 
but feel on the occasion as well for the captain as for the public. I 
have been told repeatedly I was too anxious, and advised "mier sans 
inquietude but I view this as a capital affair in its consequences, and, 
though I wish, I can not take advice. 

Warlike preparations are daily making in this kingdom and in Spain; 
in the latter, immediately against the Portuguese, but will most proba- 
bly, in its consequences, involve other powers. I need not urge the im- 
portance of immediate remittauces towards paying for the large quan- 
tity of stores I have engaged for, and depend this winter will not be 
suffered to slip away unimproved. 

1 have the honor to be, etc., Silas Deane. 



t See introduction, § 171. 
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Deane to the President of Congress." 

Paris, 17ffc October, 1776. 
SiE : The bearer, Monsieur M, .Martin de la Balme, has long Served 
with reputatiou in tlae armies of France as a captain of cavalry, and is 
now advanced to the rank of a lieutenant-colonel ; he has made military 
discipline his study, arid has wrote on the subject to good acceptation; 
be now generous'y offers bis services to the United States of North 
America, and asks of me, what I most ebeerfully grant, a letter to yon 
and his passage, confident be may be of very great service, if not in 
the general army, yet in those colonies which are raising and disciplin- 
ing cavalry. I have only to add that he is in good esteem here, and is 
well recommended, to which I am persuaded he will do justice.t 
T have the honor to be, etc., 

Selas Deane. 



Proceedings in Congress, October 22, 1776, 1 

Resolved, That the commissioners going to the court of France be 
directed to procure from that court, at the expense of these Cnited States, 
either by purchase or loan, eight line-of-battle ships of seventy-four 
and sixty -four guns, well manned and fitted in every respect for service; 
that as these ships may be useful in proportion to the quickness with 
which t^ey reach North America, the commissioners be directed to 
expedite this negotiation with all possible diligence. 

Johtj Hancock, 

President. 



Carmichael to Dumas. 4 

Amsterdam, October 22d, 1776. 
Sie: I inclose a letter which I expected to deliver ere this in person. 
I arrived here last Friday, and had so many inquiries to make to 
gratify Mr. Deane' s curiosity, that it has not been in my power to at- 
tend to you so soon as I could wish. For fear that I should not be able 
to leave this to morrow, to do myself the honor of waiting upon yon, 
I have sent this letter. When I come to The Hague, I shall put up at 
the Hotel de Turenne, where you will do me much pleasure to leave 
your address particularly. The knowledge X have had of you for many 
months, by Mr. Deane aud others, makes me regret every moment that 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr.. 42. 

t Martin de la Balme was, on May 26, 1777, brevetfed as lieu tenant-colonel of cav- 
alry, aud on July 1- was made Inspector of cavalry, but resigned on October VI. 
i 1 Arthnr Lee's Life, -2nX 
§ 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 217. 
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delays me here, and denies me the pleasure of assuring you iu person 
how much I am, what every true American is, your very bumble 
servant, 

William Carmichael.* 



Robert Morris, for Secret Committee, to Silas Dearie, f 

Philadelphia, October 23d, 1776. 

Sir ; We have already wrote you two letters of this date by different " 
conveyances; the present we send by the Andrew Boria, [saiah llobi- 
son, esq., commander, for St. Eustatia, from whence it will be sent to 
Win. Bingham, esq., at Martitiico, and by hiiu be transmitted to you 
in a French bottom. 

You will find inclosed two resolves of Congress, passed yesterday. 
From oue of the in you will learn that Thomas Jefferson, esq., declined 
going to France, and that Arthur Lee, esq., of London, is elected to 
serve as a commissioner in his stead. You will there fore contrive to 
give him immediate notice to repair to you, and then deliver him that 
resolve and the inclosed letter. By the other resolve you will see that 
Congress direct you to procure eight line-of-battle ships, either by 
hire or purchase. We hope you may meet immediate success in this 
application, and that you may be able to influence the courts of France 
and Spain to send a large fleet at their own expeuse to act iu concert 
with these ships, which should be expedited immediately, with direc- 
tions to the commander to make the first port he can with safety in 
these States, preferring this if winds and weather favor him, and he 
must also have instructions to subject himself totally, after his arrival, 
to the order of Congress. 
We are, sir, etc. 

A copv, with the papers, by the Lexington. 

11. M. 



Morris and Franklin, for Committee of Secret Correspondence, to A. Lee. t 

Philadelphia, October 2M, 1776. 
Sir : By this conveyance we transmit to Silas Deaue, esq., a resolve 
of the honorable the Continental Congress of Delegates from the 
thirteen United States of America, whereby you are appointed oue of 
their commissioners for negotiating a treaty of alliance, amity, and 
commerce with the court of France, and also for negotiating treaties 

* See index, titles Carmicliael. 
tMSS. Dept. of State. 

IMSS. Dept. of State, 2 Force's Arebives, 5tb series, 1 19t> ; I Spark's Dip. Rev. 
Corr, , 389. 
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with otber nations, agreeable to eertaiu plans and instructions of Con- 
gress, whieli we have transmitted by various conveyances to Mr, Dearie, 
another of the cominisiouers.* We flatter ourselves, from tbe assur- 
ances of jour friends here, that you will cheerfully undertake this 
important business, and that our country will greatly benefit of those 
abilities and that attachment you have already man ifes Led in sundry 
important services, which at a proper period shall be made known to 
those you would wish.t 

Robert Morris. 
Pj. Franklin. 



Eobert Morris et al, Committee of Secret Correspondence, to the Commis- 
sioners in Paris.t 

Philadelphia, October 24, 1776. 
Gentlemen : The Congress having committed to our charge anil 
management their sliipof-war called the Reprisal, com uianded by Lain 
bert Wickes, esq.,§ carrying sixteen si x-pou riders and about one hun- 
dred and twenty men, we have allotted her to carry Dr. Franklin to 
France, and directed Captain Wickes to proceed to the Port of Nantes, 
where the doctor will laud and from thence proceed to Paris; and he 
will either carry with him or send forward this letter by express, as to 
him may then appear best. The Reprisal is a fast-sailing ship, and Cap- 
tain Wickes has already done honor in aetiou to the American flag. 
We have therefore ordered hint to laud at Nantes some indigo lie has mi 
board, take in refreshments, stores, provisions, or other necessaries he 
may want, and immediately to proceed on a cruise against our enemies, 
and we think he will not be long before be meets with a sufficient num- 
ber of prizes. We have directed him to send them into such of the 
French ports as are most convenient, addressing them at Dunkirk to 
Messrs. P. Stival & Sou; at Ha vre-dc Grace, to Mr. Andrew Lunozeu; 
at Bordeaux, to Messrs. Samuel and J. fi. Delap ; at Nantes, to Messrs. 
Pliarne, Penefc & Co.; and at any otber ports in France to such 
persons as you may appoint to receive them. When he finishes his 
cruise lie will call in at Nantes, Bordeaux, or Brest for your orders ami 

" In 1 A. Leo's Life, 59, tbe following passage is in traduced at this point : 

"We liave requested liiiu to give ynu immediate notice to join hint, aod on your 

meeting deliver this letter and lay before yon all I he papers and instructions; also to 

deliver you the resolve whereby you are appointed." 
1 In 1 A. Lee's Life, ut supra, is here the following: 

"This committee will think it proper to address all their dispatches unto Mr. Deatie 
unt il they have certain advice that his colleagues have joined him, but the communi- 
cation of them will be the same as if addressed to the whole, 

"We remain, with much regard and esteem, sir, your most obedient and humble 
servants." 

; MSS. Dept. of State ; 2 Force's Archives, 5th series, 1*11. 
i See index, Wickes 
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advices, which we beg you will have ready for hitn, lodged at those 
1 daces. 

Iti consequence of this plan for the Reprisal's cruise, we desire yon 
to make i hi mediate application lo the court of France to grant toe protec- 
tion of t heir ports to American tnen-of- war and their prizes. Show them 
that British men-of-war, under sanction of an act of Parliament, are daily 
capturing American ships and cargoes ; show them the resolves of 
Congress for making reprisals on British and West India property, and 
that our continental men-of-war and numerous private ships of war 
ure most successfully employed in executing these resolutions of the 
Congress; show them the justice and equity of this proceeding, and 
surely they can not, they will not, refuse the protection of their ports 
to American ships of war, privateers, and prizes. If your application 
on this head is crowned with success, try any other which it is their 
interest to grant ; that is, to obtain leave to make sale of those prizes 
and their cargoes, or any part thereof that may be suitable for that 
country. If you succeed in 1 his also, you must appoint some person to 
act as judge of the ad miralty, who should give the bond prescribed for 
■those judges, to determine in all cases agreeable to the rules aud regu- 
lations of Congress, and for tliis purpose we will report to Congress 
some resolves vesting you with authority to make such appointment, 
and authorizing such judge to condemn without a jury, as required 
here. If these resolves are agreed to by Congress, they shall be imme- 
diately transmitted to you. If they are not, that plan must drop, and 
the prizes must all proceed for America (or condemnation. Yon can in 
the mean time consult the ministry whether they will permit such courts 
in France and in the French West India islands. 

If protection is granted to our cruisers and their prizes, you will im- 
mediately procure proper orders to be sent to the officers of all their 
ports on tins subject, and write yourselves to those houses we have 
named ;>t the several ports that the prizes are to remain for Captain 
Wiokes's further orders, Also lodge such orders with pro per persons at 
the other ports iu France. On the contrary, if the prizes are not to be 
protected in their ports, then give immediate notice to all these houses, 
and proper persons at th^ oilier ports, to furnish the prizes that Captain 
Wickes, of the Reprisal, may send iuto their port, with any necessaries 
the prize-master may judge they stand in need of, and to order him to 
make the best of his way with the prize to the first safe port he can 
make in the United States of America. Lodge advice also for Captain 
Wickes at Bordeaux, Brest, and Nantes, whether his prizes are to be 
protected iu port or not, and whether or not any sales will be permitted. 
If they are protected, lie can take his own time to collect and bring 
them home under his own convoy. If any sale is permitted, he can sell 
all perishable commodities and vessels unfit for so long a voyage as to 
this coast. If no protection for prizes, they will come away by your 
orders, and need not stay for his. And if they deny protection to our 
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cruisers themselves, lie willouly remain iti port for your advices, aud to 
obtain such supplies as may be necessary. 

We Lave recommended Captain Wiekes to take on board bis own 
ship as many valuable commodities as lie can, it' successful, but should 
he be unsuccessful in cruising, then Messrs. Pliarue, Peuet & Co. may 
put some goods on board when lie is coming away. 

You will readily see the tendency these measures have ; anil as their 
consequences may be very important, so we hope your attention to then) 
will be immediate and constant whilst necessary. 

Captain Wiekes is a worthy man, and as such we recommend liim ; 
aud should he have the misfortune to be taken, or meet with any 
other misfortune, we hope you will adopt measures for his relief. Ho 
will treat prisouers with humanity, and we are convinced his conduct 
will do honor to his appointment. 

We have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient aud most 
hit in hie servants.* 



Robert Morris et al,, Committee of Secret Correspondence, to Dumas. 1 

Philadelphia, October 2ith, 1776. 

Sie: Our worthy friend Dr. Franklin, being indefatigable in the 
service of his country, and few men so qualified to be useful to the com- 
munity ot" which he is a member, you will not be surprised that the 
unanimous voice of the Congress of Delegates from the United States 
of America has called upou him to visit the court of France in the 
character of oue of their commissioners for negotiating a treaty of 
alliance, etc., with that nation. He is the bearer of this letter, and on 
his arrival will forward it. To him we refer you for information as to 
the political state of this country ; our design in addressing you at this 
time being ouly to continue that correspondence which he has opened 
and conducted hitherto with you on our behalf. We request to hear 
from you frequently, and if you make use of the cipher, the doctor lias 
communicated the knowledge of it to one of our members. 

Your letters via St. Eustatia, directed to the committee of secret 
correspondence, then put under cover to Mr. Robert Morris, merchant, 
in Philadelphia, and that letter undercover to Mr. Cornelius Stevenson, 
or Mr. Henricus Godet, merchants at St. Eustatia, or under cover to 
Mr. Isaac Governeur, merchant, at Curacoa, will certainly come safe; 
and if you can send with them regular supplies of the English aud other 
newspapers, you will add to the obligation. The expense of procuring 
will he re-imbursed, together with any other charges, and a reasonable 
allowance for your time and trouble in this agency. 

"See index, title Wiekes, 

Several interesting «iud curious letters from Wiekes Are in the seventh chapter 
of Hale's Franklin in France. 
t'J Force's Archives, 5th series, 1213 ; ■"> Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 217. 
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The members of (his coram it tee, styled the committee of secret cor- 
respondence, are Jolin Jay, esq., Thomas Johnston, esq., Robert Mor- 
ris, esq., Colonel Richard Henry Lee, William Hooper, esq., and the 
Rev. Dr. John Witherspoon, and as vacancies happen by deaths or 
absence the Congress All them up with new members, which we mention 
for your information; and with great respect and esteem, remain, sir, 
your most obedient servants, 

Robert Morris. 
Richard Henry Lee. 
John Witherspoon. 
William Hooper. 



Robert Morris, et al, Committee of Secret Correspondence, to Deane.* 

Philadelphia, October 24, 1776. 
Dear Sir: We embrace this opportunity of your worthy colleague, 
and our mutual good friend Dr. Franklin, to transmit you copies of 
our letters of the 1st October by the sloop Independence, Captain Young, 
to Martinico, from whence they would be carried to you by Mr. William 
1 lodge, jr., sent in said sloop for that purpose. Those letters contained 
a commission from the Congress appointing Dr. Franklin, Thomas Jef- 
ferson, esq., and yourself commissioners on behalf of the United States 
of America to negotiate a treaty of alliance and amity and peace with 
the court of France ; a plan of that treaty ; instructions from Congress 
relative thereto; form of passports for the ships of each nation, etc. 
We consider these papers as of the utmost consequence, and hope they 
will arrive safe. 

Yesterday we wrote you a few lines, inclosing additional instructions 
from Congress to their commissioners, authorizing them to treat with 
other nations; also two resolves of Congress, by one of which you would 
see that Thomas Jefferson, esq., declined his appointment, and that 
Arthur Lee, esq., was appointed in his stead, to whom we inclosed a 
letter, copy whereof goes herewith. By the other, the commissioners 
are directed to hire or buy eight Ime-of-battle ships for the American 
service. These pa pers were sent under cover to William Bingham, esq., 
our resident at Martinico, with orders to forward them immediately. 

We wrote you another letter yesterday, covering duplicates of all 
the papers and letters mentioned uereiu, and sent it by the armed 
hrigautine Lexington, William Hallock, esq., commander, to Mr. Stephen 
Ceronio, our resident at Cape Prancois, with directions to forward them 
to Messrs. Samuel and J. Hans Delap, merchants, at Bordeaux, who 
are requested to send the packet from thence by express to yon; and 
Or. Franklin carries with him triplicates of all these public papers. We 

* MSS. Dept. of State ; '2 Forco'n Archives, '>th series, 1214. 
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have been thus particular iti mentioning thein, ami the conveyances by 
which they were -eitt, that you may know when the whole are received, 
and we desire you to be equally pointed in advising us thereof, for we 
shall be anxious to hear of their getting safe, ami shall be very uneasy 
if we don't hear this in due time, for they ought not on any account 
to fall into the bauds of our enemies. 

Since Mr. Dicki nson and Mr. Harrison were out of Congress, and Dr, 
Franklin appointed one of the commissioners at the court of France, 
the Congress have filled up the vacancies in this committee, and the 
members now are Mr. Jay, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Morris, Colonel Richard 
Henry Lee, Mr. William Hooper, and Dr. John Witherspoon, whieh we 
mention for your information. 

We shall continue to address all our advices and dispatches to yon 
only until informed that the other commissioners have joined you ; hnt 
you will communicate the letters to them, as if directed to the whole, 
and we depend on yon to notify Dr. Lee of his appointment, using the 
utmost precaution in the method of doing it. or his person may be 
endangered. We suppose it, may be best to have the letter inclosed by 
the ministers of France to their ambassador in England, with proper 
cautions respecting the delivery of it. Dr. Franklin being the hearer 
of this letter, it is totally unnecessary for us to enter into any detail of 
what is passing here or to eon vey any political remarks. He being 
possessed of every knowledge necessary for yonr information, will com- 
municate very fully everything yon can wish to know. 

Therefore, wishing you a happy meeting with him and a successful 
issue to your labor* in the service of your country, we remain, with 
perfect esteem and regard, dear sir. ymi r affect innate friends and obedient 
hum hie servants. 



Deane to Bingham. " 

25tk October, 1776. 

Dear Sir: I have received no letter from you since those of the 4tb 
and 5th of August last, nor any intelligence from Congress since the Itli 
June, whieh not only surprises but distresses me. I now send to the 
care of Mons. Deant two hundred tons of a necessary article, to lie at 
vour orders for use of the Congress ; the freight is to be paid in Mar- 
tinique, as customary, and I wish you to ship it for the ports of the 
Colonies in such a manner and in such quantities in a vessel as vnu 
shall judge most prndeut, advising the Congress of your having received 
it aud the methods you are taking to ship it to them, praying them to 
remit you the amount of the freight, as yon must make friends in Mar- 
tinique for advancing the same. 

1 wish you could write me oftener, and inform me very particularly 



" MSS. Dept. of State ■ I Spark-,' Dip. Rev. Corr., 43. 
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what letters you receive from me directed immediately to yon, and 
wliat letters for other persons. In this way I shall know which of my 
letters fail. 

I am, with great respect, etc., 

Silas Deane. 

P. S.— Forward the inclosed under cover, and with the usual direc- 
tions in case of capture. 



Dsane to the Committee of Secret Correspondence * 

Paris, October 25, 1776. 

Gentlemen : I have purchased two hundred tons of powder, and 
ordered the same to be shipped to Martinique to the care of Mons. Deant, 
to the direction of Mr. Bingham,! for your use. The first cost is 
eighteen sols per pound, or 10 pence sterling; the charges will be 
added; the amount I have not as yet ascertained, and interest at five 
per cent, until payment. I must again urge you to hasten your remit- 
tances. Tobacco, rice, indigo, wheat, and flour are in great demand, 
and must be so through the year. Tobacco is nine stivers per pound 
in Holland, rice 50 shillings sterling per hundred w r eight. Flour is 
already from twenty to twenty-three livres per hundred weight and 
rising. I have engaged a sale for twenty thousand hogsheads of 
tobacco, the amount of which will establish the credit of the Congress 
with the mercantile interest in France and Holland. 

Let me urge your attention to these articles, though 1 must say your 
silence ever since the 5th of last June discourages me at times; indeed, 
it well-nigh distracts me. From whatever cause the silence has hap- 
pened, it has greatly prejudiced the affairs of the United Colonies of 
America; and so far as the success of ottr cause depended on the friend- 
ship and aid- of powers on this side the globe, it has occasioned the 
greatest hazard and danger, and thrown me in a state of anxiety and 
perplexity which no words can express. I have made oue excuse after 
another until my invention is exhausted, and when I find vessels arriv- 
ing from different ports in America which sailed late in August without 
a line for me, it gives our friends here .apprehensions that the assertions 
of our enemies, who say you are negotiating and compounding, are true; 
otherwise, say they, where are yonr letters and directions ! Surely, they 
add, if the Colonies were in earnest, and unanimous in their independ- 
ence, even if they wanted no assistance from hence, common civility 
would cause them to announce in form their being independent States. 

I will make no other comment on the distressing subject than this. 

* MSS. Dept. of State; 1 Sparks' Hi p. Rev. Corr., 44 ; 2 Force's Archives, 5th series, 
1234. 

tSee index, title Biugham, 
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Were there no hopes of obtaining assistance oil application iu a public 
manner I should be easier under your silence, but when the reverse is 
the case, to lose the present critically favorable, moment, and hazard 
thereby the ruin of the greatest cause in whicb mankind were ever 
engaged, distresses my soul, and I would if possible express something of 
what I have undergone for the last three months uutil hope itself has 
almost deserted me. I do not complain for myself but for my country, 
thus unaccountably suffering from I know not what causes. 

I am, gentlemen, witb most respectful compliments to the Con- 
gress, etc. 

Silas Dkane. 



Caimiehael to Dumas.' 

Amsterdam. October 21, 1776. 

Dear Sie : You owt> to my forge tiulness what ought only to pro- 
ceed from my respect, yet 1 will not quarrel with anything that gives 
me an opportunity of writing to you. 

I left the Memoir on Commerce in your hands, and it is necessary I 
should have it as soon as possible. I send you Common Sense, but you 
must look ou my presents as Indian ones, for 1, like they, expect much 
larger iu return ; as much as you p lease, and I am sure you can spare 
a great deal of what 1 send you. My present is only the rough material 
of America; your returns will be elegant and superb manufactures of 
Europe. 

The English mail is not arrived. I have a very angry letter from 
Mr. William Lee ou the subject I mentioned to you respecting Dr. B.t 
I am happy to know that I acted for the public good, and that, without 
partiality to any person, will, I hope, always be the rule of my conduct. 
I am, etc., 

William Carmichael. 



Carmiohael to the Committee of Secret CorrespondeDce.I 

Amsterdam, Xorember 2, 1776. 
Gentlemen" : Previons to your atteution to what follows it will he 
necessary for you to know that I have lived with Mr. Deane since 
his first arrival at Paris ; that I rook that city in my way (rom Lou- 
don to Nantes to find a passage to my native country, and with dis- 
patches which Mr. Arthur Lee intrusted to my care for the honorable 

* 5 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Cow., 21 f. 
t See introduction, \V 196. 

1MSS. Dept. of Stale; 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., G, with verbal changes acd 
omissions. 



NOVEMBER 2, 1776. 



185 



Congress. leaving a relapse of a disorder which prevented me from 
traveling I stopped at Paris, and endeavored to find out, by means of 
Count d'Estaing and other persons of eminence, the sentiments of the 
French court respecting our affairs, and the moment I knew of Mr, 
Deane's arrival ottered him all the services iu my power; and, of con- 
sequence, we have lived together until the 10th of the present month, 

At that time the agent of the King of Prussia, who had often, as Mr. 
Deane has informed you, made proposals of a commercial nature, ex- 
pressed a desire that some American would go to Berlin; and this he 
ga\ T e us to understand was at the instance of his sovereign, who wished 
to have a clear idea of the nature of our commerce, and expressed a 
curiosity, which he wished to gratify by a minute detail of our affairs.* 
Mr. Deane, thinking this an opportunity not to be neglected to interest 
a priuce who for several years has been dreaming of making his port 
of Eraden an Amsterdam, proposed it to me.t However unequal to 
to the task, I have cheerfully undertaken it, happy to find any oppor- 
tunity of showing with what a fervent zeal I am devoted to the glori- 
ous cause which at present, by interesting their humanity as well as 
policy, gives us so much consequence in the eyes of Europe. 

Here 1 have endeavored to engage merchants to speculate in a direct 
commerce to America; to find out the sentiments of the people iu gen- 
eral respecting us; to know whether, iu case of necessity, the United 
States would be able to negotiate a loan ; whether England would be 
able to obtain further credit, and, by this barometer of the ability of 
princes, to discover their present situation. On these heads I have 
written Mr. Deane; but having an opportunity by the way of St. 
Etistatia, aud thinking none should be neglected of giving information, 
though miue perhaps may not be of importance euough to merit that 
title, I have taken the liberty of addressing the honorable committee. 
Arriving but two days after the accounts had reached this city of our 
misfortune on Long Island, 1 found many even of the sanguine friends 
of America dejected and those of England almost iu a frenzy of joy- 
In this disposition it is easy to judge no hopes could be entertaiued of 
engaging merchants in a direct trade. I find they have the greatest 
inclination to serve us, and at the same time themselves, for no people 
see their interests clearer; but their fears that we shall be subdued, 
the confident assertions of the friends of England confirming these 
apprehensions, the prodigious sums they have in the English funds, 
with this unlucky business at New York, all conspire to prevent direct 
speculation. 

As my letters from Paris introduced me to the first houses here, I 
have had the best opportunity of knowing their sentiments, and I can 
venture to say that, with many who are apparently adverse to us, it is 
interest combating with principle, for insulted, searched, and plundered 



" Sec introduction, $ 90. 
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as the Dutch were the last war and are at present, tlicir individuals 
by no means want sensibility to feel, though the public want spirit to 
resent, the injury. The States have, however, ill auswer to a fresh 
remonstrance of General Yorke,* declared that their ports are open to 
vessels of all nations, and that their trade to and from their own colo- 
nies shall be unmolested, their subjects complying with the ordinances 
issued by their high mightinesses. In fact, their prohibition of export- 
ing warlike stores extends to all British subjects. 1 hope it will not be 
long before all Europe will own ns in another character. It is very 
certain that, without a very material and apparent success of the Brit- 
ish arms in America, a loau would be very slowly negotiated for Eng- 
land here, There is nothing hinders them now from selling out of the 
English funds but their not knowing what to do with their money; for 
this country may be called the treasury of Europe, and its Stock of 
specie is more or less according to the necessities of the different 
princes in Europe. It being a time of peace, the call lias not been very 
great of late. 

Haying mentioned the credit of England, that of France is next to 
he considered, and I am very sorry to say that has been very low here 
of late. The dreadful mismanagement of the finances in the late 
king's reign, the character of the late controller-general, M. d'Olugny, 
had reduced it so low that it was impossible to borrow anything con- 
siderable on perpetual funds. By life-rents something might be done; 
perhaps a minister of finance in whose probity the world have it con- 
fidence may restore their credit. At this moment that is in some 
measure the ease, for the French stocks rise on the appointment of M. 
Taboreun. That it is possible for France to borrow may be demon- 
strated ; for at the time M. Turgot was removed he was negotiating a 
loan here, and was likely to succeed, for sixty millions of guilders. The 
credit of Spain is extremely good, and that kingdom may have what 
money it will and on the best terms. The emperor's credit is also 
good, not as emperor, bnt from his hereditary dominions. Sweden 
;nid Denmark lioih have good credit ; the former the best; they nave 
money at four per cent, ; and it is not long since the King of Sweden 
borrowed three millions of guilders at this interest to pay off old 
debts at five per cent. His interest is paid punctually. Prussia has 
no credit here, but his treasury is full by squeezing the last farthing 
from the people, and now and then he draws a little money from this 
republic by reviving obsolete claims. The credit of the Empress of 
Russia is very good ; for she has punctually paid the interest of twelve, 
millions of guilders which she borrowed in her war with the Turks, 
and has lately paid off one million and a half of the principal. These 
are the strongest circumstances she could have in her favor with a 
mercantile people. I have this state of credit from persons em- 

' Sir Joseph Yorke; see index, title Yorke. 
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ployed in negotiating the several loans, and therefore can depend oil 
tbe truth of the information. 

To come next to America, should time and necessity oblige her to 
look abroad for money, la the present state of affairs it is not prob- 
able that a loan ia practicable. But should success so attend our arms, 
that it should appear evident, that is, should it appear evident we are 
likely to support our independence, or should either Prance or Spain 
acknowledge our independence, in either of these cases I believe we 
might have money, and when it was seen that we were punctual in our 
first payments of the interest we should have as much as we pleased. 
The nature of the security, or the fund for the payment of interest, I 
have not been able to imagine. But observing in a letter to Mr. Deane 
that it was the writer's opinion that the honorable Congress did not wish 
to circulate too much paper for fear of depreciating its value, I thought 
that bills issued similar to those in circulation in the provinces, and 
lodged in a public bank in Europe, might be accepted as a pledge or 
deposit for money borrowed by the United States. 1 beg pardon for 
the crudity of the idea, and would not have mentioned it here but that, 
having hinted at it in general conversation, people thought it might, on 
a future occasion be adopted. 

You will please to observe that everything here mentioned came 
from an Individual who, only as such, avowed himself interested for 
his country's fate, and for its benefit sought information. Notwith- 
standing the rise of stocks, occasioned by our misfortune on Long 
Island, the Dutch are selling out, and my strongest representations 
have not been wanting to contribute a mite to this circumstance. The 
price of our product is great. Rice sells for twenty-five shillings ster- 
ling per hundred- weight and tobacco for eight stivers and four per pound. 
You have been threatened that the Ukraine would supply Europe with 
tobacco. It must be long before that time can arrive. I have seen some 
of its tobacco here, and the best of it is worse than the worst of our 
ground leaf. Four hundred thousand pounds have been sent here this 
year. The Russian ambassador said at the Baron le Guerre's, ambas- 
sador front Sweden, where 1 had the honor to dine, that Russia soon 
would be able to supply the market with that article. In this he spoke 
more like an ambassador than as a merchant. I took occasion, in reply, 
to observe that if that was the case, and on many other accounts, it was 
the interest of his mistress that all intercourse between Great Britain 
and America should be broken off, for that then the former would be 
dependent on Russia for all those articles whicli hitherto the latter 
had supplied her with. 

Having expressed a desire of knowing these reasons at large, with 
the assistance of M. D, [Dumas]* and the approbation of Mr. Deane, L 
purpose giving in a little memoir on the subject, which the ambas- 
sador assures me shall be sent to Petersburg; not being so sanguine 
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as to think that it will prevent Russia from supplying England with 
troops should the other demand them, but it may give a secret dila- 
toriness to their assistance which may finally operate in onr favor. 

It' it should be determined to send any cargoes of tobacco here ou 
the public account, it will perhaps be thought proper to convoy them. 
The frigates destined to that service might retaliate the injuries we have 
received by the destruction of Falmouth and Norfolk, by destroying 
the towns and shipping of Greenock and port of Glasgow, or Ayre and 
Cambleton. I have been particularly informed of the situation of 
those places until the present moment. They have no batteries to pro- 
tect or soldiers to defend them nor quartered near enough iu any 
numbers to be assembled for that purpose, and not a vessel of war ou 
the whole coast larger than a tender to receive men for the sea service. 
Their rendezvous might be the entrance of the northern channel, where, 
while they waited a junction incase they should be separated, t hey 
might take the out ward- bonnd ships, and by the information obtained 
from them insure their success. In returning, a party landed on the. 
Isle of Bute might destroy the bouse of that favorite. Little objects 
strike most forcibly little minds. This affair completed, which would 
alarm Britain and astonish Europe, the ships trading to the Baltic 
with cargoes not only that suit, but are necessary for our provinces 
might be their next object. This ought all to be done iu the months 
of March, April, and May. The destruction of the Greenland fishery 
might be the last object of the expedition. I am confident, not having 
a distrust of such attempts, the success would be the more certain. 
Shonld there be a necessity of seeking shelter or re fresh rneuts, I have 
it from the Swedish ambassador here that we shall find both in their 
ports. 1 only hinted to him that it was possible some of onr adven- 
turers might explore those seas in search of plunder. 

This is the rough outline of a plan which the honorable Congress 
may, should it in any shape be approved, digest into form. I would 
stake my life ou the success of the greatest part of it, if inviolable 
secrecy is preserved and the execution is trusted to persons who have 
not only wealth but glory in view. If, prompted by a heated and in- 
dignant imagination, this plan should appear dangerous and imprac- 
ticable. I hope it will be imputed to the desire of revenging our injuries 
on that country, which h=is in some measure been the cause, aud is at 
present endeavoring, with the rancor of private animosity, to accu- 
mulate our distress. I entreated Mr. Beane to propose some part of 
it to the consideration of Congress some time ago, ami I have the 
pleasure to find his opinion corresponds with my own on the subject. 

The resentment which it is said the honorable Congress have shown 
on the conduct of the King of Portugal towards us, has been attended 
with a very good effect, and should a manifesto be published by that 
honorable body, hinting only the necessity of taking similar measures 
with all those who denied thern the common rights of mankind, I am 
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persuaded it would be to our advantage. It was the dread of such a 
b)ow to their trade that was one of the strongest arguments made use 
of by the merchants of this country In their petitions to the States. 
I need not mention to you anything respecting what is like to take 
place in Europe another year, for of that ere this you, I hope, have 
iuformatiou. 1 will only say that the greater part contemplates with 
pleasure the gSoomy prospect for England ; there is not an envoy of the 
most petty state in Italy but exults at it. The want of intelligence 
from America hurts the cause prodigiously in Europe, and the anxiety 
of those who have its interests at heart is from that circumstance in- 
conceivable. I hope I need not offer assurances to convince the honor- 
able Congress of the zeal with which I wish to serve them. To be 
directed by that honorable body in what manner to do it most 
effectually will be the happiest circumstance of my life. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

William Carmichael.* 

P. S, I can not seal this letter without recommending Colonel 
Prevet, should the fortune of war put him into our hands, to all 
the indulgences, to himself and family, his situation will possibly 
admit of. Mr. Grand, t his wife's father, an eminent merchant here, 
animated with that love of liberty which distinguishes his country 
(Switzerland), offers all the services in his power to the public and a 
thousand civilities to its individuals. If by the same fortune Mr. 
Dowdswell, of the first regiment of guards, should fall into our hands, 
his father's merits and his own reluctance will give him the same 
indulgences. 

Since I wrote the above Mr. Grand has assured me that, should tin? 
honorable Congress determine to negotiate loans in Europe, and would 
draw bills, accepted by the principal merchants in America, payable 
at two, three, and live years' sight, and send them to their house, 
they should be discounted by them at five per cent, interest. This was 
the manner in which mouey was raised for the city of Leipsie during 
the last war. The gentlemen of the committee wiil please to observe 
that this is to be kept very secret, for no loan can be publicly negotiated 
here as yet. The firm of this house is Messrs. Horneoa, Frigimix & Co., 
and is oue of the most capital in this city. Should any cargoes be con- 
signed here on public account, perhaps it may be thought proper to ad- 
dress them to these gentlemen. I can assure you, gentlemen, and that 
from my own knowledge, that many bills remitted from America, and 
supposed to be drawn on account of Congress, have been refused pay- 

" Aa to Carmichael personally, see index, title Carmichael, 
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ment by the English ministry, knowing beforehand when they would 
be presented for payment, and by that means having an opportunity of 
bribing, threatening, or Haltering the parlies oil whom they were drawn 
either to refuse payment absolutely, or at least noting them for protest, 
in order to hurt the credit of our merchants in Europe. I do think that 
the less connection, for this and other reasons, we have in future with 
houses whose principal business depends on Great Britain the better. 
1 beg pardon for giving my opinion thus freely, but it is the effect of 
my zeal. 

W. (J. 



Deane to the committee of secret correspondence." 

Paris, November 6, 1770. 
Gentlemen : The only letters I have received from you were 4th 
and 5th of June last, live mouths ago, during which time vessels have 
arrived from almost every part of America to every part of France and 
Spain, and 1 am informed of letters from Mr. Morris to his correspond- 
ents dated late in July. If the Congress do not mean to apply for 
foreign alliances let me entreat you to say so, and rescind your resolu- 
tions published on that head, which will be butjustioe to the powers of 
Europe to whom you gave reason to expect sneh an application. If I 
am not the proper person to announce your independency and solicit 
in your behalf, let ine entreat you to tell me so, and relieve me from an 
anxiety which is become so intolerable that my life is a burden. Two 
hundred pieces of brass cannon, and arms, tents, and accoutre rueuts for 
thirty thousand men, with ammunition in proportiou, and between 
twenty and thirty brass mortars, have been granted to my request, but 
the unaccountable silence on your part lias delayed the embarkation 
sonic weeks already. I yesterday got them agaiu in motion, and a part 
are already at Havre de Grace and Nantes, and the rest ou their way 
thither, but 1 am hourly trembling for fear of counter orders. Had 1 
received proper powers in season, -this supply would before this have- 
been in America, aud that under the convoy of a strong Beet. The dis- 
appointment is distracting, and 1 will dismiss the subject, after taking 
the liberty, to which a freeman and an American is entitled, of declar- 
ing that by this neglect the cause of the United States has suffered in 
this and the neighboring courts, and the blood that will be spilt through 
the want of these supplies, and the devastation, if any, must be laid at 
(his door. 

Captain Cochran having arrived at Nautes, I sent to him to come to 
me. He is now with me, and by hitu I send this with a packet of let- 
ters. He can inform you of the price of American produce in Europe, 

" M,SS. Dept. ofState;3 Force's Archives, 5tU scries, 538; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 
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the very advance on which will pay you for fitting out a navy. Rice is 
from thirty to fifty livres per hundred- weight, tobacco eight pence and 
nine pence per pound. Flour and wheat are growing scarce, and ris- 
ing. Masts, spare, and other naval stores arc in demand, and the more 
so as a war with Great Britain is considered as near at hand. 

Mons. du Condray, who has the character of being one of the best 
officers of artillery iu Europe, has been indefatigable in our service;* 
and 1 hope the terms I have made with him will not be thought exor- 
bitant, as he was a principal means of engaging the stores. The rage, 
as 1 may say, for entering into the American service increases, and the 
consequence is, that 1 am crowded with offers and proposals, many of 
them from persons of the first rank and eminence, iu the sea as well 
as land service. Count Broglio, who commanded the army of France 
the last war, did me the honor to call on me twice yesterday with an 
officer who served as his qua rterui aster- general the last war and has 
now a regiment in his service; but being a German, t and having trav- 
eled through America a few years since, he is desirous of engaging iu 
the service of the United States of North America. I can by no means 
let slip an opportunity of engaging a person of so much experience, and 
who is by every one recommended as one of the bravest and most skill- 
ful officers in the kingdom • yet J am distressed on every such occasion 
for want of your particular instructions. This gentleman has an inde- 
pendent fortune and a certain prospect of advancement here; but being 
a zealous friend to liberty, civil and religious, he is actuated by the 
most independent and generous principles in the ofter lie makes of his 
services to the States of America. 

Inclosed you have also Hie plan of a French naval officer for burning 
ships, which he gave me, and at the same time showed me his drafts 
of ships and rates for constructing and regulating a navy, of which I 
have the highest opinion. He has seen much service, is a person of 
study and letters as well as fortune, and is ambitious of planning a 
navy for America which shall at once be much cheaper and more ettect- 
ual than anything of the kind which can be produced on the European 
system. He has the command of a ship-of-the line in this service, but 
is rather disgusted at not having his proposed regulations for the navy 
of France attended to. His proposal generally is to build vessels some- 
thing on the model of those designed by the marine committee, to carry 
from twenty- four to thirty -six heavy guns on one deck, which will be as 
formidable a battery as any ship of-the- line can avail itself of, and by 
lighting them on the upper deck a much surer one. Had I power to 
treat with this gentleman, I believe bis character and friends are such, 
that he could have two or three such frigates immediately constructed 
here on credit and maimed and sent to America; but the want of in- 
struction or intelligence or remittances, with the late check on Long 

• s, ;( ) introduction, 4 iuAnx, title Omliay, 
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Islam!, has sunk oar credit to nothing with individuals; and the goods 
for the Indian contract cannot be shipped unless remittances are made 
to a much greater amount thau at present. Not ten thousand pounds 
have been received for forty thousand delivered in America as early as 
last February, and I am ignorant of what has become of the effects 
shipped. Uuder these circumstances I have no courage to urge a credit 
which I have do prospect of supporting- But I will take Mr. Morris' 
bint, and write a letter solely on business; but politics aud my business 
are almost inseparably connected. I have filled this sheet, and will 
therefore bid you adieu until I begin another. 
I am, with the utmost esteem, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Dearie to tlie Committee of Secret Correspondence. * 

PARIS, November 9, 1776. 

Gentlemen: I have wrote to you often, and particularly of affairs 
here. The want of intelligence retards everything. As 1 bave not a 
word from you since the 5th of June last, I am well-nigh distracted. 
That I may not omit any chance of sending to you I write this, though 
I have long aud minute letters by me waiting the departure ot'Geueral 
du Condray ami bis train, who, had I been properly and in season in- 
structed, would before this have been with you. At present I have 
put mucti to the hazard to effect wbat I bave. Inclosed you bave my 
thoughts on naval operations; aud i pray you send me some blank 
commissions, which will enable me to fit out privateers from hence with- 
out any charge to you. A war appears at hand, and will probably be 
general. All Europe bave their eyes on the States of America, and 
are astonished to find month after month rolling away without your 
applying to them in form. I hope such application is on its way. 
Xothiug- else is wanting to effect your utmost wishes. 

I am with compliments to frieuds and respect to the Congress, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Arthur Lee to Dumas.) 

London, November 15, 1776. 

Dear Sir: The indispensable business of my profession has hith- 
erto prevented me from complying, as I wished, with the desire ot 
your very obliging favor. 

You will have seen by the proceedings of Parliament how decided the 
king is in prosecuting the American war. For iu truth he alone is 
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miuister, auil his will governs with absolute sway. At the same time 
the powers which he has given to Lord Howe appear, from his declara- 
tion iu America, to be most ample. That, however, I rather attribute 
to what is deemed the art of government than to any pacific or redress- 
ing intention. We can never forget the perfidy of making Lord Bote- 
tourt declare to the assembly that the revenue act should be repealed, 
when in fact no such thing was intended or done, and the secretary of 
state, being ordered to tell the agents of Congress that his majesty bad 
received their petition very graciously, aud from the importance of it 
would lay it before his two houses of Parliament, when, at the same 
time, the same secretary wrote, by his majesty's commands, to all the 
governors of America, denominating that very Congress an illegal meet- 
ing, their grievances pretended, and ordering thein to prevent their 
meeting again. These facts are too decisive to leave a doubt of the 
credit that is dne to the promises of this court, and at this very time 
they are abusiug the Howes for negotiating ; the language of the court 
being, " we scut them to use their hands, and they are employing their 
heads." 

The Rockingham part of the opposition are determined upon seced- 
ing from Parliament, iu which Lord Shclburne, Lord Camden, and the 
Duke of Grafton refuse to accompany them, for two reasons,* 1st, 
because the feelings of the public are not high enough for so decisive a 
measure; and, 2d, because the others will uot agree to make the great 
fundamental abuse of the constitution as well as the temporary mis- 
conduct of government, the groundwork of that secession. Iu a word, 
because they will not declare that the object of the measure is to obtain 
the abolition of corruption, and not merely the chauge of those who 
minister it. This schism will, however, reduce opposition, so as to leave 
the court at perfect ease from that quarter. 

I thank you for the magnanimity of your sentiments towards our 
friends, on the supposition that the late occurrences are events of no con- 
sequence. I am by no means of that opinion. After the affair of Long 
island the loss of New York was inevitable; but is not the success- 
ful army still faced and kept at bay by that over which it is supposed 
to have obtained these decisive advantages f Could any one expect 
more from a new-raised army than that it should face the disciplined 
invaders, almost equal in numbers, and much superior in equipments, 
to win its way by inches. Where, then, is the ground for despair, when 
cur friends are looking our enemy in the face, and he does not dare to 
Attack them ? Of two things, sir, you may be satisfied, that the advan- 
tage on Long Island was obtained neither by the superiority of the 
troops nor of the general, but by his having bribed the officer who com- 
manded the rirst pass,t who giving np his post without suffering a gun 

'See introduction, $f 31, '32. 
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to be fired, enabled Clinton to march in the night and take the left 
wing of the Americans, so as to pat them between two fires, from much 
superior numbers, with an immense train of artillery. The other fact 
is, that the officer who brought the last dispatches declared that the 
American lines upon New York island can not be forced but with a cer- 
tainty ot so much loss as can not be hazarded. General Howe will 
therefore try his former art of treachery and corruption, from which 
alone I am satisfied we have any thing to fear. 

The talk of the Congress having sent deputies to Staten Island to 
negotiate with Lord Howe is not, that I know of, authenticated. 

Adieu, Arthur Lee. 



Deane to the Committee of Secret Correspondence.* 

Paris, November 26, 1776. 

Gentlemen: This serves only to inclose and explain the within state 
of the commerce of Leghorn, which was given me by the envoy of the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany, a gentleman of universal knowledge, and a 
warm friend to America, and indeed to all mankind. I have the honor 
of his acquaintance in an intimate degree, and have communicated to 
him a memoir, setting forth the particular state of the commerce of 
America, with the history of its rise and increase and its present 
importance, it being a copy of what I delivered to this court. He has 
marked the articles generally in demand, after which he enumerates 
their articles for exportation, which in my turn I marked and observed 
upon, as you will see. 

I have only to add that the grand duke has taken off all duties on 
the American commerce to give it encouragement. t This, indeed, is 
done rather privately, to prevent complaint of other powers of a seem- 
ing partiality. When I add to this that it is agreed on all hands that 
ships of war may be purchased at Leghorn, ready fitted for sea, cheaper 
than in any port in Europe, I think a good acquaintance ought to be 
cultivated with this state. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Deane to the President of Congress.! 

Paris, November 27, 1776. 
Sir: The bearer, Mr. Rogers, is a native of Maryland, whom 1 fortu- 
nately met in the hotel I some months lodged in. He was in Paris 
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finishing his education, and by my advice accepted the ofhce of aid-de- 
camp to Monsieur du Coudray, and accompanies him out to America.. 
I have received many kindnesses from him, and, confident of his integ- 
rity, have intrusted him with many things to relate to you vim voce 
especially should my dispatches fail. He has a general knowledge of 
my proceedings and what I have at times to struggle with, As lie 
speaks French tolerably, he will, I conceive, prove a valuable acquisi- 
tion at a time when such numbers of foreigners are crowding to enter 
your service. 

I am, wishing him a speedy aud safe arrival, with the most profound 
respect for the Congress, etc., 

Silas Deane, 



Deane to the Committee of Secret Correspondence.* 

PARIS, November 27, 1776. 

Gentlemen: In a former letter I mentioned a naval enterprise 
which might at first appear romantic, but the more it is considered the 
less danger I shall be in of being taxed on that score. Admiral Mon- 
tague lately returned from the banks, where the fishermen have had a 
wretched season, in consequence of the Americau privateers. He left 
two small sloops of war there of fourteen and sixteen guns. In common 
years they leave six or seven thousand of their laborers or fishermen 
there, as in a prison, through the winter, employed in taking seals, 
repairing boats, stages, etc.; these are unarmed, and ever dissatisfied 
to the last degree with their situation. Two frigates, arriving early in 
February, would destroy the fishery for one if not two years, and obtain 
an acquisition of a fine body of recruits for your navy. I have conferred 
with some persons here on the subject, who highly approve the enter- 
prise, but I submit it to your opinion, after urging dispatch in what- 
ever is done or attempted on that subject. 

The resolution of the court of Spain in the case of Captain Lee, I at 
Bilboa, gives every encouragement to adventurers in these seas, where 
the prizes are valuable, and where yon have constantly harbors at hand 
on the coast of France aud Spain to repair and refit in, and where con- 
stant and certain intelligence can be had of the situation of the British 
ships of war, as well as of commerce. I need not add, on a subject so 
plain, and at the same time so important, but will only remind you that 
the Dutch, in the space of two or three years after their first revolt from 
Spain, attacked the Spaniards so successfully and unexpectedly in every 
quarter of the globe, that the treasures they obtained thereby enabled 
tbem to carry on the war. Let me repeat, that if you empower me or 
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any other person here you may obtain any number of ships of war on 
credit from individuals on paying interest at 5 per cent, until the prin- 
cipal is discharged. The king will probably hare, use for his, and 
besides, to let his go would be the same as a declaration of war, which, 
in form at least, will for some time be avoided. 

I write on different subjects iu my letters as they rise in my mind, 
and leave you to use as you may judge best my sybil leaves, 
And am, gentlemen, etc., 

Silas Deank. 



Dearie to the Committee of Secret Correspondence.' 

Paris, Xorember 28, 177G. 
Gentlemen : Your favor of the 7th of August last, covering a copy 
of yours of the 8th of July, I received, though the original never came 
to hand. 

This letter also inclosed the Declaration of Independency, with in- 
structions to make it known to this and the other powers of Europe ; and 
I received it the 7th iustaut, though the vessel which brougutithad hut 
thirty -eight days' passage from Salem. This letter was very far from 
relieviug me, as it inclosed what had beeu circulated through Europe 
for two months before, and my pretending to inform this court would 
be only a matter of form, inconsequence of your orders, which were 
expressed iu the style of any common affair. I certainly prefer sim- 
plicity of style, as well as mauners, but something is due to the dignity 
of old and powerful states, or, if you please, to their prejudices in favor 
of long-accustomed form and etiquette ; and as the United States of 
America by this introduce themselves among the established powers 
and rank with them, it must, of course, be expected that at the first 
introduction, or the announcing of it, some mode more formal, or, if I 
may so say, more respectful, would have been made use of, than simply 
two or three lines from the committee of Congress, in a letter something 
more apparently authentic; not that either your power or the reality of 
your letter could be doubted. I mention it as deserving consideration 
whether, iu your application here and your powers and instructions of 
a public nature, it is not always proper to use a seal. This is a very 
ancient custom in all public, and even private, concerns of any conse- 
quence. 

Further, to keep a proper intercourse with Europe, it is by no means 
sufficient to write a single letter, and leave it to be forwarded when the 
captain of a vessel thinks of it, or has nothing else to do. Duplicates 
of every letter should be lodged iu every port, iu the hands of faithful 

• MSS, Dept. of State ; 3 Force's Archives, 5tli series, 8s2 ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. 
Corr., 51, with omissions and verbal changes. A copy of this dispatch, somewhat 
imperfect, is given in II Penn, Mag. of History, IW. 
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and attentive persons, to be forwarded by the first conveyance to any 
part of Europe. Had this been practiced since my leaving America, 
instead of receiving but two short letters from you I might have had 
intelligence every month. Let me urge you, from tho danger our affairs 
have been in of totally miscarrying for want of intelligence, to pay some 
attention to this in future. 

As the copy-was dated the 8th of July, I took occasion to observe 
that the honorable Congress had taken tbe earliest opportunity of in- 
forming this court of the declaration of their independency, and that 
the variety of important affairs before Congress, with the critical situa- 
tion of the armies in their neighborhood and the obstructions of their 
commerce, had prevented that intelligence which had been wished for; 
hut that the present served to show the early and principal attention 
of the United States to this court; and as their independency was now 
in form declared, the queries I had formerly put in consequence of my 
first instructions might now be resolved, and I hoped favorably. To 
this I was answered, unless France, by a public acknowledgment of 
your independency, makes war on Great Britain in your favor, what 
service cau such acknowledgment he of to the United States ! You are 
known here, our ports are open and free for your commerce, and your 
ships are protected in them, and greater indulgences allowed than to 
any other nations. If France should be obliged to make war on Eng- 
land, it will be much more just and honorable in the eyes of the world 
to make it on some other account; and if made at all, it is the same 
thing to the United States of America, and in one important view better 
for them to have it originate from any Other cause, as America will be 
under less immediate obligation. Further, France has alliauces, and 
can not resolve a question which must perhaps involve her in a war 
without previously consulting them. Meantime the United States can 
receive the same succors and assistance from France without as -veil 
as with such an open acknowledgment, and perhaps much more advan- 
tageously. To this and such like arguments I had the less to reply, as 
you informed me that articles for a proposed alliance with France were 
under consideration, and that I might soon expect them, 

I was further told that the Swiss Cantons, though in every respect 
free and independent states for several centuries, had not to this hour 
been acknowledged as such by any public act of any one power in 
Europe except France, and that neither the revolution in the United 
Provinces or Portugal had been attended with any such acknowledg- 
ment, though the powers of Europe in both cases lent their aid, I re- 
plied, that I would not urge a formal acknowledgment as long as the 
same ends could he obtained, and without the inconveniences hinted at; 
besides, as I daily expected further instructions, would reserve myself 
until their arrival. The apprehensions of the United States negotiating 
has done us much damage, and the interview at New York, said to 
have been between a commissioner of Congress and the two brothers. 
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however politic the step may have been in America, was made use of 
to ourpredjudice in Europe, at this court in particular, aud it has been 
for sometime asserted by Lord Stormont and others that a negotiation 
would take place, aud as far as this is believed, so far our cause has 
suffered and our friends staggered in their resolutions. My opinion is, 
that the house of Bourbou in every branch will be our friends ; it is 
their interest to bumble Great Britain. 

[I aui again haunted with Williamson, who certainly has the con- 
fidence of some well-meaning people with yon, and as certainly betrays it, 
for he is pimping into every corner of France to see what is doing, under 
pretense of being a zealous American, aud every mouth or six weelis 
slips back to London with his budget, which he unloads at Lord North's. 
I dare not have him attacked as a spy, as he would in such case be im- 
mediately defended by Lord Stormont, and I might be troubled to 
prosecute. I can only, therefore, warn you and all Americans against 
him.] * 

Yesterday it was roundly affirmed at Versailles that a letter was 
received in Loudon from Philadelphia, in which it was said I had writ- 
ten advising the Congress to negotiate, for that I could obtain no assist- 
ance from Europe. You can hardly conceive how dangerous even such 
reports are, and how prejudicial every step that looks like confirming 
them. The importance of America iu every point of view appears more 
and more striking to all Europe, but particularly to this kingdom. 

Inclosed I send you the size of masts and spars, with the price, 
which, if it will answer, may be a certain article of remittance, as may 
other naval stores; hut I dare not contract with the marine, as I have 
no powers, aud am unacquainted with the rate at which they were 
usually exported to England. A wide field is opening, as the American 
commerce is to be free, and I have had many applications from many 
parts on the subject, though few are disposed to venture until the close 
of this campaign ; and if it is not decisive against us, our wants will be 
supplied another season at as cheap a rate as ever, but 1 trust never 
more on the old terms of long credit. 

I am well-uigh harassed to death with applications of officers to go 
out to America. Those 1 have engaged are, 1 trust, in general of the 
best character ; but that I should engage, or rather take from the 
hands of some leading men here, some one or two iu a number not so 
accomplished cau not be surprising, and may, considering my situa- 
tion, be pardonable; but 1 have no suspicion of any such in my depart- 
ment of consequence. I have been offered troops from Germany on 
the following general terms, viz: Officers to recruit as for the sei vice of 
France aud end ark for St. Domingo from Dunkirk, aud by altering 
their route land in the American States. The same has been proposed 
from Switzerland, to which I could give no encouragement, but submit it 
to your consideration iu Congress whether, if you can establish a credit, 

* The nil justness of this suspicion lias lipeu alreaily noticed, tnjn it. 
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as I have before hinted, it would not be well to purchase at Leghorn 
five or six stout frigates, which might at once transport some companies 
of Swiss and a quantity of stores, and the whole be defended by the 
Swiss soldiers on their passage * Or, if you prefer Germans, which I 
really do not, the vessels might go from Dunkirk. I daily expect im- 
portant advices from the north respecting commerce at least, having 
sent to the King of Prussia, in consequence of a memorial he ordered 
his agent here to show me, and propose some queries to me, a state of 
the North American commerce at large. I have presented memorial 
after memorial here, until in my last I think I have exhausted the sub- 
ject as far as the present time, having in my last given the history of 
the controversy, obviated the objections made against us, and pointed 
out the consequences that must ensue to France and Spain if they per- 
mit the Colonies to be subjugated by their old hereditary enemy. It con- 
sisted of fifty pages, and was, after being translated, presented to his 
majesty and his ministers, and I was assured was favorably received 
and considered. I presented it about two weeks since, and whether it 
has hastened the preparations or not lean not say. The ministry were 
pleased to say that I had placed the whole in the most striking point of 
view, and they believed with great justice. I could wish to send you 
copies of these, but I have no assistant except occasionally, and the 
uncertainty of my situation will not permit my engaging [for anything 
certain] to one who might deserve confidence, and those who are 
deserving are but few. 

[I would advise, in concerns in this and other kingdoms, to have very 
little concern with natives of Great Britain — never, if to be avoided — 
but prefer foreigners. It is more safe and more politic. I say foreigners, 
but all are foreigners alike in one sense. I except Messrs. Delaps, who 
are, though of Irish extract, born in France, and have their whole con- 
nections here,]* 

Bread will be scarce before the next harvest. Flour is now twenty- 
two and twenty-three Hvres per hundred-weight, and tobacco is as I 
have before mentioned j and I promise myself you will not let slip so 
favorable an opportunity of making remittances to advantage. In ex- 
pectation of your sending over frigates to convoy your ships and of your 
giving instructions on what I have written you of operations in 
these seas, I design being at Bordeaux in March, wheu I shall be able 
to give you the needful directions in any such affair ; but, at any rate, 
send out a number of blank commissions for privateers to be fitted out, 
in Europe under your flag. The prizes must finally be brought to you 
for condemnation, and the principal advantage will remain with you. 
I have written largely and on many subjects, yet fear I have omitted 
somethiug ; [if so, must when I write again recollect on lesser subjects. 

"This and prior passage in brackets omitted by Sparks. The second Is important, 
as explaining Dearie's views towards Eugland at the time, contrasted with those ex- 
pressed in 1780 and subsequently. 
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I wish I had here one of the best saddle- borses of the American or 
Rhode Island breed. A present of that kind would be money well 
laid out with a certain personage. Other curious American productions 
at this time would, though trifles in themselves, be of consequence 
rightly timed and placed. I mentioned Mr. Kitten house's orrery in a 
former letter, and I think Arnold's collection of insects, etc., but I sub- 
mit any step of this kind to your mature judgment.]* 

Mods, du Coudray will be with you by the receipt of this with stores 
complete for thirty thousand men. The extraordinary exertions of this 
gentleman aud his character entitle him to much from the United 
States ; and I hope the sum 1 have stipulated with him for will not b'e 
considered extravagant, when you consider it is much less than is given 
in Europe. Baron de Kalb I consider an important acquisition, as are 
many other of the oflicers whose characters I may uot stay to particu- 
larize, but refer you to Baron de Kalb, who speaks English, and to Mr. 
Rogers, who is generally acquainted with theni-t As to sea officers, 
they are not so easily obtained, yet sotne good ones may be had, and in 
particular two, one of whom I have already mentioned ; the other is 
quite his equal, with some other advantages ; he was first lieutenant 
of a nian of-war round the world with Captain Cook, and has since had 
a ship, but wants to leave this fur other service, where he may make 
a settlement and establish a family. These two officers wculd engage 
a number of younger ones. Should they embark, I send herewith the 
plans of oue nf thein for burning ships. I submit it to the honorable 
Congress, who are sensible of the variety and magnitude of the objects 
before me, whether it is not of importance to dispatch some one of its 
body to assist me, or to take a part by his own immediate direction [I 
say some one of its body, as it will give dignity — rather support it in 
a proper manner — when you send persons known to possess your fullest 
confidence, and the advice and assistance of such a one in Europe would 
be of service to me], though he were and I were occasionally at Mad- 
rid or Berlin. Having obtained some knowledge of the language and 
an acquaintance with those in power here, as well as others, what abil- 
ities as I have, which are ever devoted to my country, cati be employed 
here to the best advantage at present. But I submit my thoughts to 
your determination, and 

Am, with great truth and sincerity, 

Silas Deane. 

* Omitted bj Sparks. See infra, Deane to Jaj 1 , Dee. 3, 1776. 
! See index, Kalb. 
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Deane to the Committee of Secret Correspondence,* 

PAEIS, November 29, 1776. 

Qkntlbmbn : The several letters you will receive with this will give 
yon someidea of the situation I have been in for some mouths past, though 
after all must refer you to Mr. Rogers for particulars on some subjects. 
1 should never have completed what I have but for the generous, the 
indefatigable, and spirited exertions of Monsieur Beaurnarebais, to whom 
the United States are on every account greatly indebted ; more so than 
to any other person on this side of the water. He is greatly in advance 
for stores, cloth iug, and the like ; and therefore am confident you will 
make him the earliest and most ample remittances. He wrote you by 
Mr. MeOrery and will write you again by this conveyance. A nephew 
of his, a young gentleman of family, education, and spirit, makes a voy- 
age to America with Monsieur dti Coudray, and is ambitious of serving 
his first campaigns in your service. I recommend him therefore toyotir 
particular patronage and protection, as well on account of the great 
merits of his uncle, as on that of his being a youth of spirit and genius j 
and just entering the world in a foreign country, he needs protection 
and advice paternal to countenauce and encourage him. This I have 
confidently assured his uucle he will constantly receive from you, and 
am happy in knowing you will fulfill my engagements on that score, 
and in whatever department you may fix him, that you will recommend 
him to the patronage of some person on whom you may rely to act at 
once the friendly and the paternal part. 

A particular account of the stores shipped may probably not be ready 
by this vessel, but may go by the next or some succeeding one, as sev- 
eral will sail after this on the same errand. Let me by every letter 
urge on you the sending in season a quantity of tobacco, of rice, and of 
flour or wheat. These are articles which cannot fail, and arc capital 
ones [lesser arc not to be omitted]. Twenty thousand hogsheads of 
t ibacco are, this instant wanted in France, besides the demand in other 
kingdoms. 1 think Monsieur Beaumarchais wrote you under the firm 
of Hortalez & Co., if so, you will address him in the same style ;t but 
as I must probably remain here until the arrival of these articles, lean 
regulate that on the arrival of your dispatches. I have advised these 
stores being shipped for some of the New England ports, northeast of 
Newport, first, and if failing of making a port there, to stand for the 
capes of the Delaware, or for Charleston in South Carolina, as the most 
likely route to avoid interception. I can not in a letter do full justice 
to Monsieur Beaumarchais for his great address and assiduity in our 
cause; I can only say he appears to have undertaken it on great and 
liberal principles and has in the pursuit made it his own. His interest 

*MSS. Dept. of Stataj 3 Force's Archives, 5th series, 900; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 
G5, with verbal changes, 
t See iu trod nctiou, $ 61. 
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and influence, which are great, have been exerted to the utmost iii the 
cause of the United State*, and I hope the consequences will equal his 
wishes. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Deans to the Committee of Secret Correspondence.' 

Paris, November 29, 1776. 

Gentlemen : I have recommended several officers to your service, 
but none with greater pleasure, scarce any one with so much confidence 
of his answering great and valuable purposes, as the bearer, Colonel 
Con way, t a native of Ireland, advanced in this service by bis merit. His 
views are of establishing himself and his growing family in America; 
consequently he becomes our countryman and engages ou the most 
certain principles. This gentleman has seen much service; his princi- 
pal department has been that of training and disciplining troops and 
preparing for action ; and from bis abilities, as well as from his long 
experience, he is considered as one of the most skillful disciplinarians 
in France. Such an officer must be, I conceive, of very great service ; 
and his generously confiding in the honorable Congress for such rank 
and appointments as they shall confer entitles him still more to our 
immediate at tention and notice. I have assured him of the most favor- 
able reception and am confident he will receive the same. 

Colonel Conway brings with bim some young officers of his own train- 
ing which know well the English language, and may be of immediate 

* MSS. Dept. of State; 3 Force's Archives, 5tli series, 901 ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 
57, with omissions and verbal changes, 

tThomas Conway (Count de Conway, as he sometimes calls himself) -was bom in 
Ireland in 173:!, entered the French service early in life, and when the above letter 
was written held the rauk of colonel in that service and had received the decoration 
of St. Loois. On May 13, 1777, lie was commissioned as brigadier- general in the 
army of the United Colonies, and acted as such in the battles of Brandy wine and Ger- 
mantown. He was the most prominent military member of the conclave whicL, 
dissatisfied with Washington's cautions policy, sought, io connection with the con- 
gressional party elsewhere noticed, to secure his removal from command. Washing- 
ton, not on this ground, for be was unaware of Conway's part iu the conspiracy but 
for public reasons, opposed Conway's promotion to a major-generalship, which was 
nevertheless carried through Congress on December 14, 1777. Subsequently anony- 
mous letters calumniating Washington, some alleged to he forged, were traced to Con- 
way, who resigned in March, 1778, Congress promptly accepting his resignation. In 
July, 1778, he was wounded in a duel by General Cadwallader, the canse of the 
challenge being these letters and other insnlts to Washington by Conway. It is highly 
creditable to Conway that as soon as he was able to write, after this wonnd, he sent 
a thorough apology to Washington, withdrawing every charge he had made. He 
then returned t ) France, where he was appointed governor of the French settlements 
in Hindustan, where, however, his imprudence is said to have greatly injured the 
French cause. In 1793 he was in charge of the royalist army in the south of France, 
but was driven from the country, and died in exile in 1800. 
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service in the same important department of discipline. As Colonel 
Conway has been long in service (though in the prime of life), I am con- 
fident you would not think it rigbt he should rank under those who 
have served under liim in this kingdom, wbich will not be the case if 
lie fills the place of an adjutant or brigadier general, for which, I am well 
assured, be is every way well qualified. 1 have advanced him, as per 
receipt inclosed, towards his expenses and appointments or wages, and 
told him he may rely on your granting him one of the above ranks in 
the continental forces. Should the honorable Congress have a new 
body of troops to form in auy part of the continent, this gentleman 
might take tbe direction of tbem to very great advantage, and may, I 
presume, be equally so in tbe station you may appoint him in the main 
army. 

I Lave the bonor to be. etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Deane to the Committee of Secret Correspondence.* 

Paris, December 1, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Among the many important objects which employ your 
whole attention I presume ways and means for defraying tbe expenses 
of tbe present war has a capital place. You will, therefore, give tbe 
following thoughts the weight which they deserve. In the first place, 
to emit more bills will be rather dangerous; for money, or whatever 
passes for such, when it exceeds the amount of the commerce of a state, 
must lose its value, and the present circumscribed state of the Amer- 
ican commerce is perhaps within the amount of your emissions already 
made. Your bills, therefore, must be borrowed of individuals by the 
public at interest, or those already emitted paid oil' by taxes and new 
emissions made; some colonies may now be content with a tax, but it 
is, most probably, quite out of the power of some, and a measure rather 
impolitic in a majority of the Colonies or States durante hello. 

To effect any considerable loan in Europe is perhaps difficult. It has 
not been tried, and on the probability of succeeding in this I will give 
my sentiments hereafter. This is obvious, that, let the loan be made 
when it will, it must have a day fixed for payment and respect to some 
fund appropriated to that purpose. The relying on future taxes is hold- 
ing up to the people a succession of distresses and burdens which are not 
to cease even with the war itself, whereas, could they have a prospect 
of paying the expenses of the war at the close of it, and enjoying the 
remainder of their fortunes clear of incumbrance, it must greatly en- 
courage and animate botli the public and private (spirit) in pushing it 
on with vigor. A loan of six or eight millions, or a debt of that amount, 
will probably enable you to finish the war. This, I am confident, may 

' MSS. Dept. of Statu ; :i Foree'a Archives, 5th series, 1019 ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Kev. 
Corr., 58, with verbal chauges. 
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be negotiated on terms which I will propose hereafter, but previously 
let it he attended to that the present contest has engaged the attention 
of all Enrope — more, it will eventually interest all Europe — in favor of 
the United States, the Russians in the north, and Port "gal in the souilj, 
excepted ; I make no consideration of the little mercenary electorates 
in my calculation. The mercantile part; of the other powers are con- 
vinced, where their interest appears so evidently engaged. The politi 
cal part are sensible of the importance of enlarging their own uaval 
concerns and force and checking that of Great Britain. The good and 
wise part, the lovers of liberty and human happiness, look forward to 
the establishment of American freedom and independence as an event 
which will secure to them and their descendants an asylum from the 
effects and violence of despotic power, daily gaining ground in every 
part of Europe. From those and other considerations, on which I need 
not be minute, emigrations from Europe will he prodigious immedi- 
ately on the establishment of American independency. The conse- 
quence of this must be the rise of the lauds already settled, and a de- 
mand for new or uncultivated land ; on this demand I conceive, a cer- 
tain fund may now be fixed. You may smile, and recollect the sale of 
the bear skiu in the fable, but, at the same time, must be sensible that 
your wants are real, and if others can he induced to relieve them, it is 
indifferent to you whether they have a consideration in hand or in 
prospect. 

I trace the river Ohio from its junction to its head, thence north to 
Lake Erie, on the south and west of that lake to Fort Detroit, which 
is iu the latitude of Boston, thence a west course to the Mississippi, 
and return to the place of my departare. These three lines, of near 
one thousand miles each, include an immense territory, in a fine climate, 
well watered, and by accounts exceedingly fertile; it is not inhabited 
by any Europeans of consequence, and the tribes of Indians are incon- 
siderable, and will decrease faster than the lands can possibly be called 
for cultivation. To this I ask your attention as a resource amply adc 
quate, under proper regulations, for defraying the whole expense of 
the war and the sums necessary to be given the Indians in purchase 
of the native right. But to give this land value inhabitants are neces- 
sary. I therefore propose, in the first place, that a grant be made of a 
tract of land at the mouth of the Ohio, between that and the Missis- 
sippi, equal to two hundred miles square, to a company formed indis- 
criminately of Europeaus and Americans, which company should form 
a distinct State, confederated with ami under the general regulations 
of the United States General of America. That the. Congress of Un- 
united states shall, out of such grant, reserve the defraying or dis 
charging of the public debts or expenses ; one-fifth part of alt the lands, 
mines, etc., within said tract to be disposed of by the Congress iu such 
manner as good policy and the public exigencies may dictate, the said 
one-fifth to be sequestered out of every grant or settlement made by* 
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the company of equal goodness with the rest of such grant or settle- 
ment. The company, on their part, shall engage to have, in seveu years 

after the passing such grant, thousand families settled on said 

grant, and civil government regulated and supported ou the most free 
and liberal principles, taking therein the advice of the honorable Con- 
gress of the United States of North America. They shall also, from 
and after their having one thousand families, as above mentioned, con- 
tribute their proportion of the public expenses of the continent or 
United States, according to the number of their inhabitants, and shall 
be entitled to a voice in Congress as soon as they are called on thus to 
contribute. The company shall at all times have the preference of pur- 
chasing the continental or common interest thus reserved when it shall 
be offered for sale. The company shall consist, ou giving the patent or 
grant, of at least one hundred persons. 

These are the outlines of a proposed grant, which, you see, contains 
more that twenty-five million acres of land, the one-fifth of which, if a 
settlement is carried on vigorously, will soou be of most prodigious 
value. At this time a company might bo formed in France, Germany, 
etc., who would form a stock of one hundred thousand pounds sterling 
to defray the expense of this settlement. By such a step you, in the 
first place, extend the circle of your connection and influence; you 
increase the number of your inhabitants, proportionably lessen the 
common expense, and have in the reserve a fund for public exigencies. 
Further, as this company would he in a great degree commercial, the 
establishing commerce at the junction of these large rivers would im- 
mediately give a value to all the lauds situated on or near them, within 
the above extensive description, and future grants might admit of 
larger reserves, amply sufficient for defraying the expenses of the war, 
and possibly for establishing funds for other important purposes. It 
may be objected this is not a favorable time for such a measure. I 
reply it is the most favorable that cau happen. You want money, and 
by holding up thus early to view a certain fund on which to raise it, 
even the most certain in the world, that of land security, you may ob- 
tain the loan and engage the moneyed interest of Europe iu your favor. 
I have spoke with many persons of good sense on this subject, which 
makes ine the more sanguine. 

As to a loan, I will now dismiss this scheme to speak of that, only 
adding, or rather repeating what I have in a former letter wrote, that 
a large and generous allowance ought immediately to be made for 
the officers and soldiers serving in the present war, in which regard 
should be had to the wounded, the widows or children of those that 
fall, and to the term or number of campaigns each one serves. This 
will make the army consist literally of a set of meu fighting for free- 
hold, and it will be a great encouragement to foreiguers, with whom 
five hundred or a thousand acres of land has a great sound. 

It has been a question with me at times whether, if our commerce 
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were open and protected, the Colonies would be wise in negotiating a 
loan. But on considering that, before this war, the importation of tlie 
Colonies just about baianced their exportation, I can not think it pos- 
sible, with the most rigid economy, supposing exports as large as for- 
merly, to make a lessening of consumption equal to the amount of the 
expenses of the war; and that consequently a debt must be contracted 
by the public somewhere. The question which naturally rises on this 
is, whether it be most prudent to contract this debt at home or abroad, 
To me it admits of no doubt that the latter is to be preferred on every 
account. If you can establish a credit, and pay your interest punctu- 
ally, the rate of interest will be less by 2 or 3 per cent, in Europe than 
in America; you will thereby engage foreigners by the surest tie, that 
of their immediate interest, to support your cause, with many other 
obvious reasons for preferring the latter mode. 

The next question is, where can you borrow, and what security cau 
you offer? Holland is at present the center of money and credit for 
Europe, and every nation is more or less indebted to them collectively 
to such an amount that, could the nations iu Europe at once pay the 
whole of their debts to this republic of mammon, it would as effectually 
ruin it as the breaking iu of the sea through their dikes. Would you 
know the credit and situation of the affairs of the different kingdoms, 
consult the books of the Dutch banks. 

This kingdom (France) has been in bad credit from the villainy of a 
late comptroller- general, as it is said, one Abbe Terrai, against whose 
ad mi tdstration the severest things have been uttered and written. He 
was succeeded by the much-esteemed Mons, Turgot, and stocks rose, 
and a commission was given to a banker [a correspondent of mine iu 
Amsterdam) to negotiate a loan ; but the dismission of Mons. Turgot, 
and the indifferent opinion moneyed men at least had of his successor, 
Mons. Clugny, prevented the loan and fell the stocks. Mons. Clugny 
died last week, and is succeeded ostensibly by one Mons. Tabourou ; I 
say ostensibly, for one Mons, Necker, a noted Protestant banker, is 
joined with him as intendant of the treasury. This raised stocks im- 
mediately, and I am told they have already risen ten per cent. This is 
the most politic appointment that could have been made, and it de- 
serves our notice, that, where a man has it in his power to be of public 
service, his principles of religion are not a sufficient obstacle to hinder 
his promotion even in France. This will probably enable this king- 
dom to borrow money, which, from all appearances, will soon be wanted. 
Spain, from the punctuality of its payments of interest, and its well- 
known treasures, is in high credit in Holland. Denmark borrows at 
four per cent., Sweden at the same ; the Emperor of Germany, from the 
security of bis hereditary dominions, and the Empress of Russia from her 
having lately paid part of the large sum she borrowed in the Turkish wars, 
are both of them in good credit. The credit of Great Britain, though 
it has not fell, yet it is iu a ticklish situation with those far -seeing people, 
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who, on receiving the news of the action on Long Island, which raised 
stocks a trifle in England, began immediately to sell out. 

Not a power in Europe, the King of Prussia excepted, can go to war 
without borrowing money of Holland to a greater or lees amount, and 
whilst so many borrowers are in its neighborhood, whose estates, as I 
may say, are settled and known, it is not to be expected Holland will 
be fond of lending money to the United States of North America though 
we should offer higher interest. To offer a large interest might be tempt- 
ing, but it would be very ruinous to us, and I conceive it will never be 
thought prudent to permit higher than five per cent, interest in the 
States of North America, and this is but one per cent, more than is 
given in Europe. 

This view leads me again to reflect, as I constantly do with the ut- 
most grief, on the unaccountable delay of proper authority announcing 
the independency of the United States of North America and propos- 
ing terms of alliance and friendship with France and Spain. This, I am 
as confident as I can be of anything not already effected, would at once 
remove this and many other difficulties ; would put our affairs on the 
most established and respectable footing, and oblige Great Britain her- 
self to acknowledge our independency and court our friendship, or 
hazard the chance of ceasing to be a nation. On such powers being 
received and presented, these kingdoms, I have no doubt, would be- 
come our guaranty for the money we want, and the produce of our 
country will be wanted for the interest, and even the principal, as fast 
as we can transport it hither. But as no such powers and instruc- 
tions are received, and as it is possible you mean not to send any, I will 
mention a few thoughts on another plan. 

Tou are not in want of money, but the effects of money in the manu- 
factures of Europe. For these the Colonies or United States must 
now have a demand for the amount of some millions sterling. These 
manufactures are to be had principally in France and Holland. As to 
the latter, they have not at present, and are resolved never to have, 
any particular connection with, or friendship for, any power further 
than their commerce is served by it; but that is not the ruling passion 
of the former. The desire of humbling their old rival and hereditary 
enemy and aggrandizing their monarchy are predominant, and never 
was there a more favorable opportunity than the present ; so favorable 
is it, that were the funds of this kingdom in a little better situation, 
and were they confident the United States would abide by their inde- 
pendency, not a moment's time would be lost in declaring (war), even 
though you had made no application direct. Whatever part this king- 
dom takes will be pursued by the court of Madrid. Would this court 
give credit even to private merchants it would answer the same pur- 
pose as a loan ; as, for instance, the United Colonies want about three 
millions value of manufactures annually (it has heretofore been rising 
of that) from Europe. If this court will give a credit to that amount 
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to any body of men in the kingdom, tbat company may engage to pay 
the court the same amount in continental bills within a limited time, 
tbis company may send to America snpplies to that amount as the Con- 
gress snail order, such goods as are wanted either for the army or navy ; 
the Congress will instantly deposit their bills for the amount ; tbo resi- 
due may be sold at a stated advance for continental bills, the whole of 
the amount immediately put on interest to this court. This will be the 
calling in of such an ainouut of the bills, and of course give the greater 
currency to the whole. Meantime, this court must become interested 
to have the commerce free, by which alone remittances can be made. 
This is but a sudden thought, recoiu mended to you for digesting, if 
deemed worthy. That something may be effected in this way I can 
have no doubt, while I have this most unequivocal evidence. I am now 
credited to the amount of all the supplies for thirty thousand men, a 
train of artillery, amounting to more than two hundred pieces of brass 
cannon, ammunition, etc., which must be of near half a million ster- 
ling, not ostensibly by the court, but by a private company. At the same 
time other companies, as well as individuals, after offering any loan or 
credit I should ask, always brought in sooner or later the condition of 
having my bills indorsed by some banker or person of credit, where 
you are sensible in my situation the affair ended, though in several in- 
stances I had the most flattering encouragement, and expected most 
assuredly no security would be required ; but that this particular bouse 
should be able and willing to advance this prodigious sum at once and 
without security is no way surprising, but perfectly consistent witb 
what I have all along asserted. 

The most effectual card now played by the British ambassador is 
asserting that an accommodation will soon take place, and by some 
means or other conjecturing my want of powers by my not appearing 
at court, he is bold in this assertion, and I find it the greatest difficulty 
1 have to encounter. But I will not enter on a subject which has well- 
nigh distracted me, and embarrassed and disheartened, in a greater or 
less degree, every friend of America. The late conduct of the court 
of Spain respecting Captain Lee, whose case I mentioned before, is a 
striking proof of what I have so positively asserted of the good dispo- 
sition of both these courts. They dismissed the complaint against 
him, afforded him protection, with assurances of every assistance he 
might need, declaring publicly that their ports were equally free for 
Americans as for Britons. I have, besides these overt acts, still more 
convincing proofs that the moment your application is made every- 
thing will be set in proper motion. 

I now dismiss a subject which has given, and still continues to give, 
me as much anxiety as I can struggle with, and mention another, a 
little new, but indeed somewhat connected with it : it is the equipping 
of a number of American ships of war in the ports of France. Con- 
sidering the price of duck, cordage, ordnance, and other military stores 
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ill America, they may be built much cheaper here. Tints is not the 
sole advantage ; they may carry over stores of every kind in safety 
as being French bottoms, ostensibly at least; all the brave and ingeni- 
ous in the marine department in this kingdom would become advent- 
urers in person or in purse and influence in such a scheme; and I 
speak ou good grounds when I say that in three months after receiving 
your orders I can have ten ships of at least thirty-six guns each at 
your service, independently of assistance immediately from govern- 
ment, so much attention is paid to the American cause by all persons 
of consequence in this kingdom. The honorable Congress must, I 
conceive, either continue emitting hills or borrow money, and I sub- 
mit whether it be not better to borrow of foreign states than of individ- 
uals in the present situation of American affairs ; if of foreigners, I am 
convinced you may borrow Ave or six millions of Holland on Prance 
becoming your security. This I am confident may be obtained on ap- 
plication to this Court and Spain, and that ou these principles they 
can by no means be willing to permit the Colonies to return to their 
former subjection to Great Britain, armed as both countries are. Their 
possessions in America must lie at the mercy of Great Britain ou such 
an event as a reconciliation with the Colouies. The Colonies being in 
want of the manufactures of Europe, of this kingdom in particular, 
this sum would, a principal part of it, rest in France, and give a great 
spring to their manufactures, and give them the advantage of the first 
lead in American commerce. These are important objects, and I have 
no doubt would be considered of consequence sufficient for them to risk 
such a credit. Rich individuals offer to supply any quantity of goods 
or stores on such security, and I believe the latter would do consider- 
able, were they only assured of five per cent, interest ou their debts 
after they become due. But I submit the whole to the mature consid- 
eration of the houorable. Congress. 
And am, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Bciaumarchais to Congress. 

[Extract.] * 

Paris, December 1, 177(i. 
GENTLEMEN : With regard to me, gentlemen, my sincere attachment 
to your cause and my respectful esteem for your persons has not suf- 
fered me to hesitate and to wait till vessels loaded by you should ar- 
rive in this country with the produce of your own in exchange for our 
merchandise, but the faith of the powers of your commissioner (a dupli- 

" House Kep. No. Ill, appendix, Fifteenth Congress, first session. See introduction, 
H 56 J. 

14 WH— VOL II 
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cate of which he has left iu the hands of our ministry) have procured 
from our manufactories all what I have thought might be useful to you 
iu yonr present situation, and I have begun to send supplies to you by 
the ship that carries this letter, with a brief account of what it contains 
for your use, as I expect to send you my invoices in good order, attested 
and signed by M. Deatie, by another ship, that will carry you a fresh 
supply of ammunition, and the invoices of which 1 shall scud by a third 
ship, and so for all the others. 

But, gentlemen, however warm may be the zeal that animates me, 
my friends will never be sufficient to double and treble my advances, if 
on your side, you do not send me on my ships and on your own remit- 
tances in country produce in proportion as you receive my supplies. 

What I call my ships, gentlemen, is some French vessels hired for 
freight, according to a bargain agreed to bet ween a merchant and myself, 
in presence of M. Deaue, for want of your own vessels, which we had 
been long expecting, but did not arrive. Here inclosed you have copy 
of the agreement. 

Now, gentlemen, I beg you will setfd me my remittances either in 
excellent Virginia tobacco, or in indigo, rice, etc. My advances in this 
expedition must be soon followed by a second as considerable. It 
amounts to about one million tournois. 



Dearie to the Committee of Secret Correspondence." 

Paris, December 3, 1776. 

Gentlemen : My letters from Bordeaux and since, to which I have 
received no reply, will give you my situation, but lest some of them fail, 
I will briefly in this give you the history of my proceedings. Immedi- 
ately on my arrival I sent forward your bills, a large part of which 
were protested ; and intelligence arriving of the loss of Gauada, and that 
Carlcton was even on the frontiers of the Colonies, and at the same 
time the formidable armament gone and going over, made every one 
here give up the Colonies as subdued. To have tried for a credit under 
such circumstances would have been worse than useless ; it would have 
been mortifying, as a refusal must have been the consequence. Mr. 
Delap generously offered to advance five or six thousand pounds, but 
when I considered it was already more than four months since you 
began to prepare for remitting, and that next to nothing was received, 
I really found myself embarrassed, and hoping every day for some 
relief, I suspended engaging and came up to Paris, having previously 
sent Mr. Morris's letter to his different correspondents, notoue of which 
appeared inclinable to be concerned in a credit. 

I sent to procure the goods in Amsterdam, if to be had, 

* JISS. Dept. of Stule; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr.. 65, with verbal change*. 
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but found our credit worse there than in Frauce. A gentleman here 
offered me a credit for a million of livres, but it was, when explained, 
on the following conditions : I must produce direct authority from the 
Congress, with their promise of interest; all American vessels must be 
sent to his address ; and until this could be secured him I must pro- 
vide a credit, or in other words a security, in Europe. Here you are 
sensible my negotiation euded. I then contracted for the supplies of 
the army,- and crowded into the contract as large a proportion of 
woolens as I well could, sensible that with them you might do some- 
thing, and hoping your remittances might still arrive, or some intelli- 
gence of the situation of your affairs; for I thought J judged rightly 
that, if in six or seven months you were unable to send out one-third 
the remittances, the returns must be equally difficult. On this ground 
I have been anxiously waiting to hear something from you. Mean- 
time I shipped forty tons of saltpeter, two hundred thousand pounds 
of powder, via Martinique, one hundred barrels via Amsterdam. The 
late affairs at Long Island, of which we bad intelligence in October, and 
the burning of New York, the report of Carleton's having crossed the 
lakes, and that you were negotiating has absolutely ruined our credit 
with the greater part of individuals; and finding so little prospect of 
completing the Indian goods, I have attended the closer to dispatch 
the supplies for the army, for which I had obtained a credit ostensibly 
from a private person, but really from a higher source. Meantime 
the moneys remitted are in Mr. Delap's hands, except what I have 
drawn out for my private expenses, for payment of the saltpeter, for 
the fitting out of Captain Morgan, and for the equipment of certain 
, officers going to America. For the two hundred thousand weight of 
powder Mr. Delap is my surety ; consequently, should he receive nothing 
more from you lie will have no considerable balance in his hands. 
Could I have received but one-half the amount iu any season I would 
have ventured on the goods long before this, but to what purpose 
would it have been could I have been credited the amount if you were 
unable to remit. The same obstruction must subsist againsttheir arrival. 
I am, however, at last promised the goods on credit by the same way 
as the stores have been procured, and hope to ship them this mouth; 
but some of the articles are not manufactured anywhere iu Europe 
except Great Britain, and others must be substituted in the best manner 
I can. 

I have wrote to Mr. Delap to send you his account, also to send the 
particulars to me, which I will transmit as soon as received. The goods 
may be expected in the month of February; meantime I pray you, not 
on this account only but on others, to exert yourselves in remitting so 
much as to support the credit of the Continent, for which I am now en- 
gaged to a very great amount. Tobacco, rice, flour, indigo, peltry, oil, 
whale fins, flaxseed, spermaceti, masts and spars, etc., are iu good de- 
maud; tobacco at nine to ten sous per pound, and rising, free of duty 
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or expense, save a, com mission ; rice, thirty livres per L u ml red- weight j 
flour twenty-two to twenty-four livres. 
I am, most respectfully, etc., 

Silas Deane. 

p. S.— When I say tobacco is free of duty, I mean if sold to ibe 
Farmers-General directly; on other conditions it is inadmissible at any 
rate. 



Deane to John Jay.* 

PABis, December 3, 1776, 
Dear Jay: If my letters arrive safe, they will give you somo idea 
of my situation. Without intelligence, without orders, and without 
remittances, yet boldly plunging into contracts, engagements, and ne- 
gotiations, hourly hoping that something will arrive from America. 
By General Ooudray I send thirty thousand fusils, two hundred pieces 
of brass cannon, thirty mortars, four thousand tents, and clothing for 
thirty thousand men, with two hundred tons of gunpowder, lead, balls, 
etc., etc., by which you may judge we have some friends here. A war 
in Europe is inevitable. The eyes of all are on you, and the fear of 
your givingup or accommodating is the greatest obstacle I have to con- 
tend with. AT. Beaumarchais has been my minister in effect, as this 
court is extremely cautious; and I now advise you to attend carefully 
to the articles sent you. I could not examine them here. I was prom- 
ised they should be good, and at the lowest prices, and that from per- 
sons in such station that had I hesitated it might have ruined my 
affairs. But as in so large a contract there is room for imposition, my 
advice is that you send back to me samples of the articles sent you. 
Cannon, powder, mortars, &c, are articles known ; but (send) clothes, 
the fusils, etc., by which any imposition may be detected. Large re- 
mittances are necessary for your credit ; and the enormous price of 
tobacco, of rice, of flour, aud many other articles, gives you an oppor- 
tunity of making your remittances to very great advantage. Twenty 
thousand hogsheads of tobacco are wanted immediately for this king- 
dom, aud more for other parts of Europe. 

I have wrote you ou several subjects, some of which I will attempt 
briefly to recapitulate. The destruction of the Newfoundland fishery 
may be effected by two or three of your frigates sent there early in 
February, and by that means a fatal blow given to Great Britain- -1 
mean by destroying the stages, boats, etc., and by bringing away the 
people left there as prisoners.! Glasgow, in Scotland, may be plundered 
and burnt with ease, as may Liverpool, by two or three frigates, which 

*MSS. Dept. of State; 3 Force's Archives (5th series), 1051; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. 
Corr., 67, with omissions and verbal changes, 
t See Deane to commit tee Nov. 27, 1776. 
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may find a shelter ami protection in the ports of France and Spain af- 
terwards. Blank com missions are wanted here to cruise under your 
flag against the British commerce. This is a capital stroke, and must 
bring on a war. Hasten them oat, I pray you. France and Spain 
are friendly; and you will greatly oblige the latter by seizing the Por- 
tuguese commerce wherever it is found. I have bad overtures from 
the King of Prussia in the commercial way, and have sent a person of 
great confidence to his court, with letters of introduction from his agent 
here, with whom I am on the best terms.* A loan may be obtained, 
if you make punctual remittances for the sums now advanced, for any 
sums at five per cent interest, perhaps less. The western lands ought 
to be held up to view as au encouragement for our soldiers, especially 
foreigners, and are a good fund to raise money on. You may, if you 
judge proper, have any number of German and Swiss troops ; they have 
been ottered me, but yon know I have no proposals to treat. A num- 
ber of frigates may be purchased at Leghorn, the great Duke of Tus- 
cany being zealously in favor of America, aud doing all in his power to 
encourage its commerce. Troubles are rising in Irelaud, and with a 
little assistance much work may be cut out for Great Britain by send- 
ing from hence a few priests, a little money, and plenty of arms. Om- 
nia tentandais my motto; therefore I hint the playing their own game 
on them, by spiriting up the Oaribs in St. Vincent's and the negroes in 
Jamaica to revolt. 

On all these subjects I have written to you; also on various particu- 
lars of commerce. Our vessels have more liberty in the ports of France 
and Spain aud Tuscany than the vessels of any other nation, and that 
openly. I presented the Declaration of Independence to this court, 
after it had, indeed, become an old story in every part of Europe. It 

* The following passage from Suffolk's instructions to Harris, January 9, 1778 
19 omitted iu the instructions an given iu the Malmeabury Papers, and substan- 
tiates Deane's statement, 

" The King of Prussia, from motives known only within the cabinet of Potsdam 
(unless, indeed, they have found their place iu the correspondence, which there is not 
much reason to believe lie has actually had in his own h an dwritiug with Messrs. 
Deane aud Pranklyn) (sic) takes the most unfriendly part ; not content with his late 
disobliging refusal of passage to the German recruits and baggage through his terri- 
tories, aud his endeavors to hart our credit as a commercial people, he is secretly " 
exciting the Bourbon courts to hostile steps against that kingdom, to whose liberal 
support in the last war he owes bis present existence amongst the powers of Europe." 
(Bancroft MSS.) 

Whether it was from the mismanagement of Arthur Lee, when he took the negoti- 
ations with Prussia iu hand, or from a subsequent change of policy on the part of 
Frederick, these prospects of alliance were not realized. (Sehulenberg to A. Lee, 
June 29, November 28, 1777.) 

It may have been that Prussia, like Russia, was looking forward to neutral trade, 
which would be destroyed if, by entering into a treaty with America, she became in- 
volved in the coutest as a belligerent. There was no treaty with Prussia until 178&. 

See more fully, supra, 90, 91. 
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was well received ; but as you say you have articles of alliance under 
coi i side rat iou, any resolution must be deferred until we know what they 
are. The want of intelligence has more than ouce well-nigh ruined my 
affairs. Pray be more attentive to this important subject, or drop at 
once all thoughts of a foreign connection. 

[I must mention some trifles. The queen is fond of parade, and I 
believe wishes a war, and is our friend. She loves riding on horseback. 
Conld you send me a uarrowhegansett horse or two; the present might 
be money exceedingly well laid out. Rittenhouse's orrery, or Arnold's 
collection of insects, a phaeton of American make and a pair of bay 
horses, a few barrels of apples, of walnuts, of butternuts, etc., would 
be great curiosities here, where everything American is gazed at, and 
where the American contest engages the attention of all ages, ranks, 
and sexes.] * 

Had I ten ships here, I could fill them all with passengers for Amer- 
ica. I hope the officers sent will be agreeable ; they were recommended 
by the ministry here, and are at this instant really in their army, hut 
this must be a secret. Do you want heavy iron canon, sea officers of 
distinction, or ships ? Your special orders will enable me to procure 
them. For the situation of affairs in England, refer you to Mr. Rogers, 
aid-de-camp to Monsieur du Coudray. I have presented a number of 
memoirs, which have been very favorably received, and the last by his 
majesty, but my being wholly destitute of other than accidental and 
gratuitous assistance will not permit my s"udiug you copies. Indeed, 
I was obliged to make them so to explain the rise, the nature, and the 
progress of the dispute. I have been assured by the ministers that I 
have thrown much light on the subject, and have obviated many diffi- 
culties, but his majesty is not of the disposition of his great-grandfather, 
Louis XIV. If he were, England would soon be ruined. Do not forget 
or omit sending me blank commissions for privateers; under these in- 
filling damage may lie done to the British commerce, and as the prizes 
must be sent to you for condemnation, the eventual profits will remain 
with you. 

[Tell Airs. Trist that her husband and Captain Fowler were well the 
ICth instant. I had a letter from the latter. Pray be careful who you 
trust in Europe. One Williamson, a native of Pennsylvania, is here as 
a spy, yet I believe he corresponds with very good people on your side 
of the water. The villain returns to London once in about six weeks to 
discharge his budget. ]t 

Dr. Bancroft J has been of very great service to me; no man has 

"The passage in ti rackets is omitted in Sparks' reprint. See supra, Dearie to com- 
mittee, Nov, 26, 1776. 

t Passage in brackets omitted by Sparks, Tlie baselessness of tbe suspicious of 
Williamson has lreen already stated. 

f See index, title Bancroft. 
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better intelligence in England, in my opinion ; but it costs some- 
thing. ' 

The following articles have been shown to me ; they have been seen 
by both the courts of France and Spain, and I send them to you for 
speculation : 

"1st. The thirteen United Colonies, now known by the name of the 
thirteen United States of North America, shall be acknowledged by 
France and Spain, and treated with as independent States, and as such 
shall be guarantied in the possession of all that part of the continent 
of North America tfhich by the last treaty of peace was ceded and con- 
firmed to the crown of Great Britain. 

"2d. The United States shall guaranty and confirm to the crowns of 
France and Spain all and singular their possessions and claims in 
every other part of America, whether north or south of the equator, 
and of the islands possessed by them in the American seas. 

« 3d. Should France or Spain, either or both of them, possess them- 
selves of the islands in the West Indies now in posession of the crown 
of Great Britain (as an indemnity for the injuries sustained in the last 
war, in consequence of its being commenced on the part of Great 
Britaiu in violation of the laws of nations), the United Colonies shall 
assist the said powers in obtaining such satisfaction and guaranty, 
and confirm to them the possession of such acquisition. 

"4th. The fisheries on the banks of Newfoundland, of Gape Breton, 
aud parts adjacent, commonly known and called by the name of the 
cod fishery, shall be equally free to the subjects of France, Spain, and 
the Dnited States respectively, and they shall mutually engage to pro- 
tect and defend each other in such commerce. 

"5th, The more effectually to preserve this alliance, and to obtain 
the great object, it shall be agreed that every and any British ship or 
vessel found or met with on the coasts of North Am eric;), of South 
America, or of the islands adjacent and belonging thereto, at withiu a 
certain degree or distance to be agreed on, shall be forever hereafter 
considered as a lawful prize to any of the subjects of Fra. ce, Spain, 
or the United Colonies, and treated as such, as well in peace as in war, 
nor shall France, Spain, or the United Colonies ever hereafter admit 
British ships into any of their ports iu America, North and South, or 
the islands adjacent. This article never to be altered or dispensed 
with but only by and with the consent of each of the three contract- 
ing states. 

"6th. During the preseut war between the United States and Great 
Britaiu, France aud Spain shall send into North America, and support 
tli ere, a fleet to defend aud protect the coasts and the commerce of the 
United States, iu consequence of which, if the possessions of France or 
Spain should be attacked in America by Great Britaiu or her allies, the 
United States will afford them all that aid and assistance iu their 
power. 
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"7th, No peace or accommodation shall be made with Great Britain 
to the infringement or violation of any one of these articles."* 

I am, -with the utmost impatience to hear from yon, clear sir, yours, 
etc., 

Silas Prank. 



Franklin to Deane.i 

Aukav in Bu ITT ANY, December 4, 177G. 
I have just arrived on board the Reprisal, Captain Wiokes, a small 
vessel of war belonging to Congress. We are in Qniberou Bay, await- 
ing a favorable wind to go on to Nantes. We left the cape the 29th of 

*To tbis letter the following onto is uppeuded by Sparks: 

"From tbe manner in which Mr, Deaue introduces tbese articles itiloea not appear 
in what source they originated. From the following sketch, which was prepared 
some time before this letter was written to Mr. Jay, it is evident that the project was 
first proposed by Mr. Deane hi nisei f; 

'"Outline of a treaty between France aud Spain and tbe United States, drawn up 
by Silas Deane, and presented to tbe Count Vergennes, in his private capacity, No- 
vember 23, 1776. 

" ' 1. Independence to he recognized. 

" ! SJ. The United States to guaranty aud confirm to France and Spain all their pos- 
session in North America and the West India Islands, 

'"3, Should France or Spain gain possession of any of the West India Islands 
(as an indemnity for the injuries sustained by them in tbe lust war, in consequence 
of its being commenced on the part of Great Britain in violation of the laws of na- 
tions), the United States to assist the said powers iu gaining satisfaction and in re- 
taining possession of such acquisitions. 

"'4. The fisheries ou the banks of Newfoundland to bo enjoyed equally between 
the three contracting powers to the exclusion of all other nations. 

" The regulations of commerce to be reciprocal. 

"'fi. Any British vessel found or met with on the coast of North or South America, 
ort.be islands adjacent or hclonging thereto, within a certain degree or dieiaiice to be 
agrrttl on, shah be forever hereafter considered as lawful prize to any of the subjects 
of France, Spain, or the United States, aud treated as such as well in peace as in 
war; nor shall France, Spain, or the United States ever hereafter admit British 
ships into any of their ports In America, North or South, or tbe islands adjacent, uor 
shall this article ever be altered or dispensed with but only by and with the consent 
of each of the three contracting states. 

During the present war, France aud Spain to seud Heets into the seas of the 
United Slates to defend them from the British ; and should the possessions of France 
or Spain in America bo attacked, the United States to lend such aids as they can for 
their defense. 

"•8. No peace to be made with Great Britain l>y either of tbe con trac tin - arties 
to tbe infringement or violation of any one of these articles."' 
t (i Bifelow's Franklin, 34. 

"This letter is translated from a copy in French in the Archives dea affaires 
dttangeres at Paris, Four days after tbis letter was dispatched Mr. Deaue addressed 
the following note to M. de Vergennes: 

" 'Paws, December 8, )77tl, 
•"Slit: I received last evening a letter from my friend Dr. Franklin, at Nantes, 
which place be was to leave last Sunday morning, so that I expect him in Paris this 
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October, and have been but thirty (.lays from laud to land. I remained 
ou board three days after we dropped anchor, hoping to be able to go 
up to Nantes in our ship, but, the wind continuing unfavorable, I came 
here to go on by land to Nautes. . 

Congress iu September named you, Mr. Jefferson, and myself, to 
negotiate a treaty of commerce and friendship with the court of France. 
Mr, Jefferson, then in Virginia, declined. Thereupon Mr. Arthur Lee, 
at present in Loudon, was named in bis place. Our vessel has brought 
indigo for the account of Congress to the value of about £3,000 sterling, 
subject to our order to meet our expenses. Congress has appropriated, 
in addition, £7,000 for the same object, which the committee will trans- 
mit as soon as possible. 

I find myself here as near to Paris as I shall be at Nantes, but I am 
obliged to go there to provide myself with money for my journey, and 
to get my baggage, which was left on the ship. I shall endeavor to 
join you as soon as possible. I propose to retain my incognito until I 
ascertain whether the court will receive ministers from the United 
States. I have several letters for you from the committee, which I do 
not send forward because I know they contain matters of consequence, 
and I am not certain of their safety in that way. Besides, as 1 intend 
to take the post at Nantes, I imagine it will make but three or four 
days' difference. We fell in with two brigantines at sea, one Irish and 
the other English, which we captured and brought into Nantes. 

I do not know that the captain can get permission to sell them here, 
as that would beiu contradiction of the treaties between the two crowns. 
They are worth about £4,000, We have had a tedious passage, and I 
am weak, but hope that the good air which 1 breathe on land will soon 

day or early to-morrow. Meantime I have and shall carefully attend to the bint 
given ine, and am confident; he will do the same. 

" 'His arrival is theconunon topic of conversation, and has given hirlh to a thousand 
conjectures and reports, not one of which I have given ground for, having constantly 
declared that I am ignorant of the motives of his voyage. 
" 'I have the honor, etc., 

11 1 Silas Deane. 1 

" Denne, writing to the committee of secret correspondence on December 12, after 
mentioning the receipt of Dr. Franklin's letter announcing his arrival at Nautes, adds: 

" 'Nothing has for a long time created greater speculation than this event, and our 
friends hero are elated beyond measure, as this confirms them yon will not negotiate 
with England ; and for me, I will not attempt to express the pleasure I feel ou this 
occasion, as it removes at once difficulties under which I have been constantly in 
danger of sinking.' (1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr,, 101.) 

"The hint referred to in Deaue's letter to Vergeunes, to which he had attended 
and expected Franklin to attend to, was probably given him by Vergeunes at their 
first interview, when Vergeunes told that the British ambassador (Stormont) knew 
of his (Doane's) arrival, and he therefore advised him not to associate with English- 
men more than he was obliged to, as he doubted not Deane would have many spies 
on his conduct." (G Bigelow's Franklin, n.) 
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re establish ine, that I may travel with speed to join you in Paris, and 
there find you iu good health. 

P. S. — If you could find sorae menus to notify Mr. Lee of his noinina 
tiou it would be well to do so. Perhaps the best way would he through 
the department of foreign affairs and the French ambassador. The 
regular post would not be safe. I beg you to procure lodgings for me. 



Deane to the Committee of Secret Correspondence. ' 

Paris, December 0, 1776. 

Gentlemen: You have inclosed duplicate of agreement with Mon- 
sieur du Condray of my orders for clothing, stores, etc., of my agree- 
ment with Baron De Kalb and others of his train; also with the Comte 
de Monau and his, which I hope will he agreeable; also the agreement 
for freight of the ships, which I was assured by letters from Bordeaux 
and elsewhere was as low as could be procured. At the same time, if 
it is above the stated price, in such cases I am promised an abatement. 
I hope the peculiarity of my situation, and the anxious desire I have of 
forwarding aid to my country, will be considered if any of the articles 
are thought high. Men can not be engaged to quit their native coun- 
try and friends to hazard life and all iu a cause which is not their own 
immediately at the same easy rate as men will do who are fighting liter- 
ally pro aris et foeis, and it is a universal custom in Europe to allow 
something extra to foreigners ; but my allowances are very much below 
the rates here lor officers in the same station. 

[I submit one thought to you, whether if you could engage a great 
general of the highest character iu Europe, such for instance as Prince 
Ferdinand, Marshal Broglio or others of equal rank, to take the lead 
of your armies, whether such a step would not be politic, as it would 
give a character and credit to your military, and strike perhaps a 
greater panic in our enemies. I only suggest the thought, aud leave 
you to confer with the Baron de Kalb on the subject at large.]! 

I have the honor to be, with the most profound respect for the Con- 
gress, etc., 

Silas Deane. 

*MSS, Dept. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Corr., 72, with omissions ami verba! 
changes. 

tThe omission by Sparks of the important passage in brackets can only be explained 
on the assumption that it was not politic at the time to disclose the fact it stales. 
It is now, however, well known that the name of Prince Ferdinand was introduced 
by Deane merely as a feint, and that the whole object of Kalb's mission to the United 
States was to obtain the appointment of Count (not " Marshal ") Broglie at the head 
of the American armies in the place of Washington, That Kalb, when be entered 
into Washington's presence, and became acquainted with the conditions of the war, 
abandoned the plan and informed his principals iu Europe of its futility, so far from 
being a reason why Deane's action in this respect should he suppressed, leads to the 
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List of Officers of Infantry and Light Troops Destined to Serve the United 
States of North America. 



Name of officers. 



Baron deKalb 

Viscount de Mauroy.- ...... 

Dp Senaeville. .. . . 

Tin 1 Chevalier du Buyaaone. 
The Chevalier da Fayolea. 

Dubois Martin 

De Heltzendorff 

The Chevalier de i'ailly 

Aicariton...... 

De Koth 

De Gerard 

Puilis de Hosoral . ......... , 

De Montis 

Loquet de Granges 

De Vrigny.. 

Candon 



Ilrmli. 



Major-general. 

. . .do 

Major 

...do 

Lieutenan t- colon el . ....... 

Major 

Lieutenant-colonel . ... 

...do . 

Major 

Captain- 

...do 

Lieutenant 

...do 

...do 

Captain company Tranche. 
Lieutenant . 



Coraroence- 
inent of their 
pay. 



Nov. 7,1778. 
Nov. 20, 1776. 
Nov. 7,1776. 

Do. 
Nov. 20, 1776. 

Do. 
Nov. 26, J 776. 
Deo. 1, 1776. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



The said ranks and pay at the dates marked in the present list have 
been settled mutually between us, the undersigned, me, Silas Dearie, 
in my quality of deputy of the most honorable Congress of the United 
States of Xorth America, and me, John Baron de Kalb, major-general 
in the service of the States- General. 

Done double at Paris this 1st of December, 1776. 

De Kalb. 
Silas Dbane. 



opposite coucltiaiou, since there is no more striking tribute to the surpassing merit 
of Washington than that so accomplished an officer and acute an observer as Kalb 
should, in view of that merit, abandon the scheme of foreign generalship which lie 
had been sent to promote, and of which he had been an enthusiastic advocate. 

With this passage is to be compared a passage on the same topic in Arthur Lee's 
letter to " Colderi " of February 13, 1776, given supra, p, 74, and with the notes as to 
Broglie, given in the introduction, ({ 76 ff. 

Ferdinand Duke of Brunswick (the Prince Ferdinand above noticed) was born in 
17-21, and served under Frederick the Great in both Silesiau wars. In 1750 he became 
general and governor of Magdeburg, and reached high command in the Seven Years' 
War. Nominated by George III lo the command of the allied troops, with marked 
skill he maintained for more than five years a vigorous defensive position with a 
comparatively small and heterogeneous body of troops against the French and imper- 
ial forces. In 1766, after the peace, his relations to Frederick because dulled, aud ho 
withdrew from the army and returned to Brunswick., 

He was deficient, however, in both political and business sagacity, and in the later 
years of his life was said to have become much interested in the school of the mystics, 
or "illumines," who then attracted much public attention iu Germany. According 
to Wraxall (1 Hist. Mem., 174), "they reduced his mind to a degree of imbecility 
which eould ooly excite compassion. It will hardly be believed that before the year 
1773 he was so subjugated by them as freouently to pass many hours of the night in 
church-yards, engaged in evoking aud attempting to raise apparitions. They prac- 
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List of Officers of Infantry and Light Troops Destined to Serve in the Armies 
of the States General of North America. 



E Commence- 

Name of officers. Itank. went of their 

pay. 



M . fle In Fayette M ajor sen era I 

Baron de Kalb .. — «....*..—..: .-.do 

Delesaer -. I Colonel 

De Valfort ... do 

De Fayols Lieutenant colonel - 

De Franval ...„...-. do ....... - . 

Dubois Martin I Major 

De Gimat ' do 



De Yrijrny .! Captain 

De Bedaulx ., .. 

Capitaiue . .. ..« Captain. — 

De la Colombo i Lieutenant . 

Candon... — ....do 



Dec. 7, 1776. 
Nov. 7,1776. 
Dec. 7,1776. 

Do. 
NOV. 20, 1776. 
Dec. 1, 177U. 
Nor. 7, 1776. 
Dee. lyim. 

Do. 



Dee. 1, L77C. 

Do, 
Nov. 7. 1771. 



The mentioned ranks and the pay which the most li on orable Congress 
shall affix to tlieiu, to commence at the periods marked in tiie present 
list, have been agreed to by us tUe undersigned, Silas Deane, in quality 
of deputy of the American States General, on the one part, the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette and the Baron de Ealb on tUe other part. 

Signed double at Pario this 7th of December, 177G. 

]>E KALB. 

The Marquis de la, Fayette. 
Silas Deane. 

The desire which the Marquis de la Fayette shows of serving among 
the troops of the United States of North America, and the interest 
which he takes in the justice of their cause, make him wish to distin- 
guish himself in this war, and to render himself as useful as he possi- 
bly can; but not thinking that he can obtain leave of his family to pass 
the seas and serve in a foreign country till he can go as a general officer, 



ticed successfully on his credulity, making him conceive that he beheld spectres or 
aerial forms. These occupation*, which afforded proof of intellectual decline, having 
impelled the great. Frederick, whose sound understanding despised the ' illumines,' 
to d i ami sa Pi' i lice Ferdinand from his situation iu the Prussian service, he then re- 
tired to Magdeburg, of the chapter of which secularized archbishopric he was dean." 

Wraxall's statements, however, in this as in other matters, are to be taken with 
much allowance. In the notices given of Ferdinand in the Conversations Lexicon, 
these extravagances are not reported, and it is said that in his retirement Prince 
Ferdinand was a zealous Free Mason, a patron of music and of painting and a bene- 
factor of the poor. His fondiwss for French literature and French art and French 
polities brought hint in his later years in close connection with men eminent in 
French society, which, with his military eminence, may suggest tbe mention of his 
name as coinmanuer-m-cbief. He died in 1732. 

The suggestion from a European staud-poiut with the popular notions of America 
then prevailing in Europe was no more strange than was the sending over of Maxi- 
milian with leading French generals to Mexico by Louis Napoleon. 



DECEMBUE 8, 1776. 



221 



I have thought I could not better serve my eouutry, and those ho 
have intrusted roe, than by granting to him, in the name of the very 
honorable Congress, the rank of major general, which I beg the States 
to confirm to him, to ratify, and deliver to him the commission to hold 
and take rank, to count from this day, with the general officers of the 
same degree. His high birth, his alliances, the great dignities whieh 
his family hold at this court, his considerable estates in this realm, his 
personal merit, his reputation, his disinterestedness, and, above all, his 
zeal for the liberty of our provinces, are such as have only been able to 
engage me to promise him the rank of major- general in the name of the 
United States. 

In witness of whieh I have signed the present this 7th of December, 
177G. 

Silas Dbane, 
Agent for the United States of America, 

On the conditions here explained I offer myself, and promise to depart 
when and how Mr. Deane shall judge proper, to serve the United States 
with all possible zeal, without any pension or particular allowance, 
reserving to myself the liberty of returning to Europe when my family 
or my king shall recall me. 

Done at Paris this 7th of December, 1776. 

The Makquis de la Fayette.* 



Franklin to John Hancock President of Congress, t 

Nantes, December S, 1776. 
Sm : In thirty days after we left the Capes of Delaware we came to 
an anchor in Quiberou Bay. I remained on board four days, expecting 
a change of wind proper to carry the ship into the river Loire ; 
hut the wind seemed fixed in an opposite quarter. I landed at Auray, 
and with some difficulty got hither, the road not being well supplied 
with means of conveyance. Two days before we saw land we met a 
brigantine from Bordeaux belonging to Cork, and another from Roche- 
fort belonging to Hull, both of whieh were taken. The first bad on 
board staves, tar, turpentine, and claret ; the othei eogniae brandy and 
flaxseed. There is some difficulty in determining what to do with them, 
as they are scarce worth sending to America, and the mind of the French 
court with regard to prizes brought into their ports is not yet known. 
It is certainly contrary to their treaties with Britain to permit the sale 
of them, and we have no regular means of trying and condemning them. 
There are, however, many here who would purchase prizes we having 
already had several offers from persons who are willing to take upon 

"See index, La Fayette, 

t MSS. Dept. of State ; 3 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 5 ; 6 Bigelow's Frauklin, 38. 
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themselves all consequences as to the illegality. Captain Wickes, as 
soon as he can get his refreshment, iuteuds to cruise in the channel. 

Our friends in France have been a good deal dejected with the gazette 
accounts of advantages obtained against us by the British troops. I 
have helped them here to recover their spirits a little, by assuring them 
that we still face the enemy, and were tinder no apprehension of their 
armies being able to complete their junction. I understand that Mr. 
Lee has lately been in Paris, that Mr. Deane is still there, and that an 
underhand supply is obtained from the government of two hundred 
brass field pieces, thirty thousand firelocks, and some other military 
stores, which are now shipping for America, and will be convoyed by a 
ship of war. The court of England (Mr. Penet tells me, from whom I 
have the above intelligence) had the folly to demand Mr. Deane to be 
delivered up, but were refused. 

Our voyage, though not long, was rough, and I feel myself weakened 
by it, but I now recover strength daily, and in a few days shall be able 
to undertake the journey to Paris. I have not yet taken any public 
character, thinking it prudent first to know whether the court is ready 
and willing to receive ministers publicly from the Congress, that we may 
neither embarrass her on the one hand, nor subject ourselves to tue 
hazard of a disgraceful refusal on the other. I have dispatched au ex- 
press to Mr. Deaue with the letters that I had for him from the commit- 
tee and a copy of our commission, that he may immediately make the 
proper inquiries and give ine information. In the mean time I find it 
generally supposed here that I am sent to negotiate, and that opinion 
appears to give great pleasure, if I can judge by the extreme civilities 
I meet with from numbers of the principal people who have done me 
the honor to visit me. 

I have desired Mr. Deane, by some speedy and safe means, to give 
Mr. Lee notice of his appointment. I. find several vessels here laden 
with military stores for America just ready to sail. On the whole, there 
is the greatest prospect that we shall be well provided for another cam- 
paign, and much stronger than we were last. A Spanish fleet has sailed 
with seven thousand land forces, foot, and some horse; their destination 
unknown, but supposed against the Portuguese in Brazil. Both Prance 
and England are preparing strong fleets, and it is said that all the 
powers of Europe are preparing for war, apprehending that a general 
one can not be very far distant. When I arrive at Paris I shall be able 
to write with more certainty. I beg you to present my duty to Congress, 
and assure them of my most faithful endeavors in their service. 

With the siucerest esteem and respect, I have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin, 
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Franklin to the Committee of Secret Correspondence." 

Nantes, December 8, 1776, 
Gentlemen : After a short but rough passage of thirty days we 
anchored 111 Quiberon Bay, tbe wind not suiting to enter the Loire. Can- 
tain Wickest did everything in his power to make the voyage comforta- 
ble to me ; and I was much pleased with what I saw of his conduct as an 
officer when, on supposed occasions, we made preparation for engage- 
ment, the good order and readiness with which it was done being far 
beyond my expectations, and 1 believe equal to anything of the kind in 
the best ships of the king's fleet. He seems to have also a very good set 
of officers under him. I hope they will all in good time be promoted. He 
met and took two prizes (brigautines) one belonging to Cork, laden with 
staves, pitch, tar, turpentine, and claret; the other to Hull, with a 
cargo of flaxseed aud brandy. The captains have made some proposi- 
tions of ransom which perhaps may be accepted, as there is yet no 
means of condemn in g them here and they are scarce worth sending to 
America. The ship is yet in Quiberon Bay with her prizes. I came 
hither from thence, seventy miles, by land. I am made extremely wel- 
come here, where America has many friends. As soon as I have recov- 
ered strength enough for the journey, which I hope will be in a very 
few days, I shall set out for Paris. My letter to the President will 
inform you of some other particulars. 

With great esteem, I have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 

P. S. — December 10. I have just learnt that eighty pieces of cannon, 
all brass, with carriages, braces, and everything fit for immediate serv- 
ice, were embarked in a frigate from Havre, which is sailed; the rest 
were to go in another frigate of thirty-six guns. 



Deane to Veigennes.J 

Paris, December i<, 1770. 
Sir: I received last evening a letter from my friend Dr. Franklin, at 
Xantes, which place be was to leave last Sunday morning, so that I 
expect him in Paris this day or early to-morrow. Meantime I have and 
shall carefully attend to the bint given me, and am confident he will 
do the same. His arrival is the common topic of conversation, and has 
given birth to a thousand conjectures aud reports, not one of which I 
have given ground for, having constantly declared that I am ignorant 
of the motives of his voyage or his business. 

I have the honor to be, etc., Silas Deane. 

*MSS. Dept. of State; 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 7; fi Bigelow'a Franklin, 41, 

t See index, title Wickes. 

1 1 Sparka' Dip. Rev, Corr., 75. 
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Deane to the Committee of Secret Correspondence.* 

Paris, December 12, 1776. 
Gentlemen : Just as J had closed my dispatches by the Generals 
du Ooudray aud Barou rte Kalb I was most agreeably surprised with 
a letter from Dr. Franklin, at Nantes, where he arrived after thirty days' 
passage, with two prizes. J hourly expect him here, but knowing of his 
arrival, I dispatch this with a duplicate to Havre de Grace, to go by the 
ships sailing thence, and have only time to inform you that I sent au 
express instantly to Sir. Lee to join ns here without delay, for the news 
of Mr, Franklin's arrival may occasion his friends being forbid coming 
from London to Fiance. Nothing has for a long time occasioned greater 
speculation than this event, anil our friends here are elated beyond 
measure, as this confirms them you will not negotiate with England ; 
and for me I will not attempt to express the pleasure I feel on this occa- 
sion, as it removes at onee*di faculties under which I have been constantly 
in danger of sinking. 1 may not add, as I shall miss the post, but am, 
with the most grateful and respectful compliments to the honorable 
Congress, etc., 

Silas Deane. 

P. S. — The King of Portugal is dead. The Comte Grimaldi, prime 
minister of Spain, has resigned, which will tend to accelerate a rupture- 
in Europe, which I think unavoidable.! 



Deane to Dumas.; 

PARIS. December 13, 1776, 
Dear Sir : I am indebted for two letters, and the same cause of my 
neglect, viz., a hurry of business still subsisting, I can not make amends 
by a long letter in this, but the substance will be agreeable, which is, 
that Dr. Franklin is arrived at Nantes and I expect him at Paris to- 
morrow. He left Philadelphia the last of October and everything was 
favorable in America. On his passage the ship he was in made two 
prizes on this coast. I received a letter from my venerable friend ou 
his landing, who was in high spirits and good health. Here is the hero 
and philosopher and patriot all united in this celebrated American, 
who at the age of seventy-four risks all dangers for his country. I 
know your heart rejoices with me, on this occasion. 
I am, with respect, etc., 

Silas Deane. 

* MSS. Dept. of State; 3 Force's Archives, Stb. series, 1179 ; 1 Sparks' Dip. B*'V. 
Corr., 75, with verbal changes, 
t See introd action, } 66. 
t 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 2*2. 
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Daame to Dumas.* 

Without Date. [December, 1776.1] 
DEAR SIR: I am still Indebted to you for your favors of the 29th 
ultimo ami 1 he 15th instaut, to which I should earlier have replied but 
for a slight indisposition and much chagrin at some unfavorable news. 
However, I am recovering in health, with 'which my spirits return, and 
I keep ever in my mind the motto, de republica nil desperandum. 1 
counted the cost when I entered the lists, and balanced private fortune, 
ease, leisure, the sweets of domestic society, aud life itself in vain 
against the liberties of my country; the latter instantly predominated, 
and I have nothing to complain of, though much to grieve at, occa- 
sioned by the miscarriage or delay of my full powers for open and pub- 
lic application. I seut you a memoir on American commerce, and wish 
to know your sentiments on that subject. The vessel detained at Bilboa 
has been dismissed, and the commissary reprimanded for her detention 
and ordered to lend the captain every assistance he needed. This is a 
great point gained. I must suspend saying anything on the proposals 
of officers for entering the service of the American States, as also any- 
thing further on the other artists I wrote about, until I receive intelli- 
gence which I hourly have long expected, aud which I think can not 
possibly be far off, as I dispatched a vessel early in September express, 
with an account of my situation and that of affairs here; besides, a 
war is evidently at hand here in Europe. 

Mr. Carmichaelt warmly described the kind reception you gave him 
and your zeal for the interest of the United States aud friendship for 
me, which he might have spared, as every one of your letters demon- 
strates the sincerity aud disinterestedness of your friendship, as well 
for my country as for myself; aud as you value your being the first 
plenipotentiary of the American States, I equally value myself on your 
friendship and correspondence in the part I have the honor of acting 
with you in this important scene, and I am happy to think that to the 
present or coining actors in or spectators of the foundation and rise 
of this State in a new world our correspondence will show that our 
sentiments ever coincided. Be not discouraged, my dear friend, 
America must come off it) the end triumphant, and under new and 
unprecedented laws, liberty, and commerce be the happy asylum for 
the sous of men in future ages. Whatsoever disappointments I may 
meet with 1 never will despair of my country, for which I shall count 
it my glory to suffer all things, if it receive any advantage therefrom, 
and if not, I shall at least enjoy the pleasure, the inalienable pleasure, 
resulting from a consciousness of having done all in my power for its 
happiness and connectedly for the happiness of mankind in general. 

The temper of the times is in favor of America, and it is now as fresh 
and striking an object to Europe as when first discovered and called 

• 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coit., vi'20. > Sue index, title Ciirmiehael. 

15 wh— vol n 
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the New World. It is among my principal mortifications that I cau not 
Lave a few days' at least personal conversation with you ; but the situ- 
ation of afi'airs here will not allow of a moment's absence, which Mr. 
Carmiehael, I doubt not, explained to you. With persons in public or 
private who are friendly, yet equally apprehensive of consequences, 
willing to aid, yet timid, and at the same time not well acquainted and 
informed, the task, you are sensible, is as laborious as delicate, and at 
a time when events bear down arguments, one can not be released 
a moment from the closest attention to everything rising, real or 
imaginary. Your lady's kind preparations for me Mr. Carmiehael most 
affectionately mentioned, aud I will, life permitting, the moment I cau 
quit Paris, in person acknowledge, as far as words are capable of 
expressing, how sensible I am of this more than hospitable kindness, 
since to provide for and receive the stranger on arrival is the duty of 
hospitality, but here is a work of supererogation, and though no Ro- 
man Oatholic myself, yet so catholic as not the less to love and esteem 
generous actions on all occasions. My most respectful and affectionate 
regards, with my ardent wishes for your mutual felicity, attend you. 
I am, etc., Silas Deane. 

P. S. — Pray for what sum per annum can a young man be educated 
at Leyden, adhering to the strictest economy? 



Harrison et al., Committee of Secret Correspondence, to Franklin, Deane, 
and Arthur Lee, commissioners at Paris." 

Baltimore, December 21, 177(5. 
Gentlemen ; After expressing our hopes that this will find you all 
three safely fixed at Paris, we proceed with pleasure to acknowledge 
tbe receipt of Mr. Deane's letter of the 1st of October. When we re- 
flect on the character and views of the court of London, it ceases to be 
a wonder that the British ambassador, and all other British agents, 

* MSS. Dept. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coir., 1G5, with verbal changes. 
Commissioners were appointed by Congress for transacting tbe business of tlie 
United States at the court of France on the 26th of September, 1776. The persons 
chosen were Benjamin Franklin, Silas Deane, and Thomas Jefferson, On the SJiid of 
October, Arthur Lee was elected in the place of Mr. Jefferson, who declined accept- 
ing the appointment. These three commissioners met in Paris about the middle of 
December, where they continued to reside, chiefly employed in procuring military 
supplies and money for tbe United States, till they signed the treaty of alliance, Feb. 
ruary 6, 1778. They were presented to the king as representatives of an independent 
State on the 20tli of March. Silas Doaue being recalled, John Adams was elected to 
supply his place November 1777. Dr. Franklin was appointed minister pleni- 
potentiary to the court of Franco September 14, 1778, at which time the commission, 
was dissolved. 

"For the instructions to the commissioners, and the plan of a treaty which they 
were directed to Jay before tbe French ministry, see secret, ion nials of Congress, vol. 
2, pp. 7, 37, 38. — Sparks. 
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should employ every means that tended to prevent European powers, 
and France more especially, from giving America aid in this war. Pros- 
pects of accommodation, it is well known, would effectually prevent 
foreign interference; and therefore, without one serious design of ac- 
commodating on any principles but the absolute submission of America, 
the delusive idea of conciliation has been industriously suggested on 
both sides of the water, that, under cover of this dividing and aid- 
withholding prospect, the vast British force sent to America might have 
the fairest chance of succeeding ; and this policy has, in fact, doue con- 
siderable injury to the United States, as we shall presently show by a 
just detail of this campaign, for it is not yet ended. 

You know, gentlemen, that, at the moment a potent land and marine 
force was preparing to be sent hither, an act was passed for appoint- 
ing commissioners, who, too many expected, were to give peace to 
America. As, therefore, the war might be soon concluded, so were our 
military arrangements accommodated, and the troops taken into service 
the last spring, consisting of regular corps aud bodies of militia, were all 
engaged for short periods. With these the campaign began in various 
parts of North America. Dr. Franklin is so well acquainted with the 
progress of the war in Canada, previous to his departure, that we need 
only observe, the campaign has ended as favorably for us in that quarter 
as we could reasonably expect. The enemy, having been able to pierce 
no farther than Crown Point, after a short stay, and reconnoiteriug Gen- 
eral Gates' army at Ticouderoga, thought proper torecross the lake, and 
leave us in quiet possessiou of those passes. General Gates, having left a 
proper force at Ticonderoga and ou the communication, retired with the 
rest of his troops. New York and its neighborhood, not being defensible 
by an army singly against a strong land and sea force acting in con- 
junction, was of necessity yielded to the enemy after some contest. 
General Washington retiring, uutil the situation of the country above 
King's Bridge no longer enabled the enemy to receive aid from their 
ships. 

General Howe having stopped here and General Carleton at Crown 
Point effectually disappointed the great object of joining the two armies. 
The latter, as we have said, returning to Canada, and the former re- 
treating from the White Plains towards New York, gave us a favorable 
prospect of seeing a happy end put to this dangerous campaign, how- 
ever many causes have concurred in producing an unlucky reverse of 
fortune, such as the nature of the country, the uncommon fineness of 
the .weather even to this day, and. above all, the short enlistments, 
which gave the soldiery au opportunity of going home, tired as they 
were with the operations of au active summer. 

When General Howe retreated from the White Plains he halted his 
whole army ou the North liiver, between Dobbs' Ferry and King's 
Bridge, where he remained for some time. Having effected so little of 
the great business that brought him here, and the season allowing him 
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time for it, most men were of opinion that the next attempt would bo 
to get possession of Philadelphia by a forced march through the Jer- 
seys, whilst a fleet should be seut up the Delaware to facilitate the 
enterprise. To guard against such a maneuver, General Washington 
crossed the North liiver with all the battalions that had been raised to 
the westward of it, leaving General Lee, with the eastern troops, to 
guard the pass of the Highlands on Hudson River. In this situation 
of things General Howe made a sudden attack upon Fort Washington 
with the greatest part of his army, and carried it with considerable 
loss. There he made nearly three thousand of our men prisoners. By 
this event it became unnecessary longer to hold Fort Lee, or Fort Con- 
stitutiou as it was formerly called, which is on the west side of tho North 
River, nearly opposite Fort Washington. It had therefore been deter- 
mined to abandon Fort Lee ; but before the stores could be all removed 
the enemy came suddenly upon it and the garrison retreated, leaving 
some of their baggage and stores behind. 

About this time General Howe became possessed of a letter (by the 
agency of some wicked person, who contrived to get it from the express) 
written by General Washington to the board of war, iu which lie had 
given an exact account when the time of service of all our battalions would 
expire, and his apprehensions that the men would not re-enlisfc without 
first going home to see their families ami friends. Possessed of this in- 
telligence, the opportunity was carefully watched, and a vigorous im- 
pression actually made at the very crisis when our army in the Jerseys 
was reduced to three thousand men by the retiring of numbers and the 
sickness of others, and before militia could, in this extensive country, 
be brought up to supply their places. The enemy marched rapidly on 
through the Jerseys, whilst our feeble army was obliged to retreat 
from post to post until it crossed the Delaware at Trenton, where about 
two thousand five hundred militia from the city of Philadelphia joined 
the general. 

Since General Howe's arrival on the borders of the Delaware various 
maneuvers and stratagems have been practiced to effect a passage 
over the river, but they have hitherto failed. General Washington's 
small army is placed along the west side of the Delaware to withiu four- 
teen miles of Philadelphia, from above Coryell's Ferry, which, with the 
gondolas, one frigate of thirty-two guns, and other armed vessels iu the 
river above the ehevaux-de-frize, cover the passage of it. General Lee 
(who had crosssed the North River with as many of the eastern troops 
as could be spared from the defense of the Highlands, either to join 
General Washington or to act on the enemy's rear, as occasion might 
point out), was the other day surprised and made prisoner by a party of 
seventy light horse, who found him in a house a few miles in the rear 
of his army, with his domestics only. This loss, though great, will in 
some degree be repaired for the present by General Gates, who, we 
understand, has joined the army commanded by General Lee, and who, 
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we have reason to think, has by this time effected a. junction of his force 
with that of General Washington. 

As the militia are marching from various quarters to re-enforce the 
general, it' the enemy do not quickly accomplish their wishes of pos- 
sessing Philadelphia we hope not only to save that city, but to see Gen- 
eral Howe retreat as fast as he advanced through the Jerseys, Gen- 
eral Clinton, with a fleet, iu which it is said he carried eight thousand 
men, has gone from New York through the sound, some suppose for 
Rhode Island, but neither his destination nor its cousequenees are yet 
certainly known to us. 

Thus, gentlemen, we have given you a true detail of the progress and 
present state of our affairs, which, although not in so good a posture as 
they were two months ago, are by no means in so bad a way as the em- 
issaries of the British court will undoubtedly represent them. If the 
great land and sea force with which we have been attacked be compared 
with the feeble state in which the commencement of this war found us 
with respect to military stores of all kinds, soldiers, clothing, navy, and 
regular force, and if the infinite art be considered with which Great 
Britain has endeavored to prevent our getting these necessaries from 
foreign parts, which has in part prevailed, the wonder will rather be 
that our enemies have made so little progress than that they have made 
so much. 

All views of accommodation with Great Britain but on principles of 
peace as independent States and iu a manner perfectly consistent with 
the treaties our commissioners may make with foreign states beiug 
totally at an end since the declaration of independence and the embassy 
to the court of Prance, Congress have directed the raising of ninety-four 
battalions of infantry, with some cavalry; thirteen frigates, from twenty- 
four to thirty-six guns, arealready launched and fitting, and two ships 
of the line, with five more frigates, are ordered to be put on the stocks. 
We hear the levies are going on well in the different States. Until the 
new army is collected the militia must curb the enemy's progress. The 
very considerable forcethat Great Britain has already in North America, 
the possibility of recruitiug it here within their own quarters by force 
ami fraud together, added to the re-enforcements that may be sent from 
Europe and the difficulty of finding funds in the present depressed 
state of American commerce, all conspire to prove ineoutestably that if 
Prance desires to preclude the possibility of North America beiug ever 
reunited with Great Britain, now is the favorable moment for estab- 
lishing the glory, strength, and commercial greatness of the former 
kingdom by the ruin of her ancient rival. A decided part now takeu 
by the court of Versailles aud a vigorous engagement iu the war in 
union with North America would with ease sacrifice the fleet and army 
of Great Britain, at this time chiefly collected about New York. The in- 
evitable consequence would be the quick reduction of the British islands 
in the West Indies, already barred of defense by the removal of their 
troops to this continent. 
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For reasons here assigned, gentlemen, you will readily discern how 
nil -important it is to the security of American independence that France 
should enter the war ;is soon as may be; and how necessary it is, if it 
be possible, to procure from her the line-of- battle ships you were desired 
in your instructions to obtain for ns, the speedy arrival of which here, 
in the present State of things, might decide the contest at one stroke. 

We shall pay proper attention to what Mr. Deaue writes concerning 
Dr. Williamson and Mr. Hopkins, and we think that the ill-treatment 
this country and Mr. Deane have received from these men strongly 
suggests the necessity of invincible reserve with persons coming to 
France as Americans and friends to America about whom the most 
irrefragable proofs have not removed all doubt.* 

The British recall of their Mediterreanean passes is an object of great 
consequence, and may require much intercession with the court of 
France to prevent the mischiefs that may be derived to American com- 
merce therefrom ; but this subject has been already touched upon in 
your instructions on the sixth article of the treaty proposed to be made 
with France. As all affairs relative to the conduct of commerce and 
remittance pass through another department, we beg leave to refer you 
to the secret committee, and Mr. Thomas Morris, their agent in France, 
for every information on those subjects. The neighborhood of Phila- 
delphia having by the enemy's movements become the seat of war, it 
was judged proper that Congress should adjourn to this town, where 
the public business may be attended with the undisturbed deliberation 
that its importance demands. The Congress was accordingly opened 
here on the 20th instant. 

As it is more than probable that the conference with Lord Howe ou 
Staten Island may be misrepresented to the injury of these States, we 
do ourselves the pleasure to inclose you an authenticated account of the 
whole business, which the possibility of Dr. Franklin's not arriving 
renders proper. This step was taken to unmask his lordship, and 
evince to the world that he did not possess powers which, for the pur- 
pose of delusion and division, had been suggested. 

Mr. Deane's proposition of a loan is accepted by Congress, and they 
have desired two millions sterling to be obtained if possible. The 
necessity of keeping up the credit of our paper currency and the variety 
of important uses that may be made of this money have induced Con- 
gress to go so far as G per cent. ; but the interest is heavy, and it is 
hoped that you may be able to do the business on much easier terms. 
The resolves of Congress on this subject are inclosed and your earliest 

*Mr. Deane had found Dr. Williamson and Mr. Hopkins id Paris, and, from cir- 
cumstances which he does not mention, he suspected them to be in the interest of 
England. Nothing ever occurred, however, to prove that this suspicion was well 
founded. On the contrary, Dr. Williamson was afterwards a member of Congress, 
a tid equally distinguished for bis patriotism aud ability. — Spahks. As vindicating 
Dr. Williamson's character, see prior notes 
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attention to them is desired, that we may know as soon as possible 
the event of this application. Another resolve inclosed will show you 
that Congress approve of armed vessels being fitted out by you on con- 
tinental account, provided the court of Prance dislike not the measure, 
and blauk commissions for this purpose will be sent you by the next 
opportunity. Privato ships of war, or privateers, can not be admitted 
where you are, because the securities necessary 7 in such cases to pre- 
vent irregular practices can not be given by the owners and com- 
manders of such privateers. Another resolve of Congress, which we 
have the honor to inclose you, directs the conduct to be pursued with 
regard to Portugal.* 

We have nothing further to add at present but to request that you 
will omit no good opportunity of informing us how you succeed in your 
mission, what events take place in Europe by which these States may 
be affected, and that you contrive to send to us in regular succession 
some of the best London, French, and Dutch newspapers, with any 
valuable political publications that may concern North America. 

We have the honor to be, with great respect and esteem, gentlemen, 
your most obedient and very humble servants, 

n. Harrison. 
E. H. Lee. 
J. Witherspoon. 
W. Hooper. 

P. S.— The American captures of British vessels at sea have not been 
less numerous or less valuable thaii before Dr. Franklin left us. The 
value of these captures has been estimated at two millions. 



Robert Morris to the Commissioners at Paris.t 

Philadelphia, December 21, 1T76. 
Gentlemen : I am uow the only member of Congress in this city, 
unless Mr. Walton, of Georgia, and Mr. Clymer, my colleague, still 
remain, which I am not sure of. I cannot pretend to give you a regu- 
lar detail of our manifold misfortunes, because my books and papers 
are all gone into the country, as is my family. But these unfortunate 
events commenced with the loss of Fort Washington, by the reduction 
of which the enemy made about two thousand seven hundred prisoners, 
and at this critical time they, by treachery, bribery, or accident, inter- 
cepted some dispatches from General Washington to Congress, also 

* For the resolves alluded to in this letter, and also for general instructions to 
the commissioners on various important topics, see the secret journals of Congress 
for foreign affairs for Oct. 22, Dec. 23 and 29, vol. 2, pp. 34, 35, 37. — Sparks. 

tl Sparks' Dip. licv, Corr., 171. Of this another version slightly variant is found, 
addressed to Silas Dome, with a postscript of .(au. B, 1777, iu the Lee papers at 
Harvard Lihiary. 
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some of the general's private letters, particularly one to Mr. Rutledge, 
in which lie had folly laid open the uu fortunate sit nation he was then 
involved in by the short enlistments of otir army; for the times of 
most of them expired on the 1st of December, and the rest on the 1st 
of January, wheu the whole army would leave him, as they had under- 
gone great fatigue during the whole of the campaign, had suffered 
amazingly by sickness and the approach of winter, added to an appear- 
ance of much suffering for want of clothes. 

Ad these things he stated fully, and the enemy became possessed of a 
most authentic account of his real situation. They determined to take 
advantage of it, and before General Washington had time to make 
any new arrangements at Fort Lee, on tbe west side of the North 
River, to which he had crossed with about eight thousand men, a large 
body of troops landed above and another below him, so that he was 
near being inclosed with a force vastly superior. In this situation lie 
had nothing left for him but to retire directly off the neck of land on 
which that fort stands, leaving behind him considerable baggage and 
stores, with most of our large cannon and mortars. He. retreated to 
Hackensack, and was there in hopes of making a stand until the militia 
of the country should come to bis assistance; but the vigilance of the 
enemy did not give him time for tliis. They pursued, and he retreated 
all the way through tbe Jerseys to Trenton, and thence they forced bim 
across the Delaware, where he still remains to oppose their passage 
across the river. 

Lord Cornwallis commanded the-British forces in the Jerseys until 
tbey reached Brunswick, where General Howe joined them with re-en- 
forcements and determined to make his way to this city without further 
loss of time. You may be sure the militia of New Jersey and this 
State were called upon to turn out and defend their country in this 
hour of distress, Alas, our internal enemies had by various arts and 
means frightened many, disaffected others, and caused a general lan- 
guor to prevail over tbe minds of almost all men not before actually 
engaged in the war. Many are also exceedingly disaffected with the 
constitutions formed for their respective States, so that from one cause 
or other no Jersey militia turned out to oppose the march of an enemy 
through the heart of their country ; and it was with the utmost diffi- 
culty tbat the associators of this city could be prevailed on to march 
against them. At length however, it has been effected ; they have been 
up with the general about two weeks, and the example is likely to 
produce its effect in the country, as they are now pretty generally on 
their march towards Trenton. 

During General Washington's retreat through the Jerseys he wrote 
for General Lee, who was left in command on the east side of the North 
River with about ten to eleven thousand men, most of whose enlistments 
are now expired or near it. He obeyed tbe summons and brought with 
him about three thousand men, with whom he followed the enemy's 
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rear, but was obliged to make slow marches, as bis people were in great 
want of shoes, stockings, and other necessaries, which he was obliged 
to collect, from the toriesin the neighborhood of his route. After he had 
passed a place called Chatham, near Elizabeth town, he lodged at a farm 
house. Some treacherous villain gave notice to the enemy, and the 
general's ill fate, or some other cause lam not acquainted with, delayed 
him there until near 10 o'clock on Friday morning, his army having 
marched and their rear about three miles from him, when he was sur 
prised by about seventy light horse, who made him prisoner and bore 
him off in triumph. This is an event much to be lamented, I sincerely 
pity Lee, and feel for the loss my country sustains. His abilities had 
frequently been immensely useful ; the want of thera will be severely 
felt* 

The command of this party devolved on General Sullivan, who con- 
tinued his route, fell in with General Gates with five hundred men 
returning from the lakes, and both joined General Washington yester- 
day. This junction is what we have long impatiently wished for, but 
still I fear our force is not equal to the task before them, and unless 
that task is performed, Philadelphia, nay, 1 may say Pennsylvania, 
must fall. The task I mean is to drive the enemy out of New Jersey, 
for at present they occupy Brunswick, Princeton, Trenton, Pennytown, 
Bordentou, Burlingtou, Morristowu, Mount Holly, and Uaddoufteld, 
having their main body about Princeton and strong detachments in all 
the other places, it is supposed with a design, of attacking this city 
whenever they can cross the Delaware on the ice, for they have only 
been kept from it by our sending up the gondolas and bringing off or 
destroying all the boats along the Jersey shore. 

Yon will think the enemy are now in a situation for us to attack 
their scattered parties and cut them off. This we think, too, and are 
preparing to do it, but it will be a work of extreme difficulty to get at 
them; they have excellent intelligence of all our motions; we can hardly 
come at any certainty about theirs, for Lord Howe and General Howe 
issued a proclamation on the 30th of November, offering pardon to all 
who should submit within sixty days and subscribe a declaration that 
they wiil not hereafter bear arms against the king's troops nor encour- 
age others to do it. This has had a wonderful effect, and all Jersey, or 
far the greater part of it, is supposed to have made their submission 
and subscribed the declaration required ; those who do so of course 
become our most inveterate enemies; they have the means of convey- 
ing intelligence and they avail themselves of it. 

In this perplexing situation of things the Congress were informed 
this day week that an advanced party of Hessians and Highlanders 
had taken possession of Burlington, that they were pushing for Cooper's 
Ferry, opposite the city, and it was thought had the means of crossing 
the river. There were no troops to oppose them ; our whole force, both 



• Sep, however, as to Lee, intrcxluctiuii, ft 10, 11 ; anil note under dato Fab. 11, 1770. 
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by laud and water, was above; it was therefore deemed unsafe for Con- 
gress to remain here, and absolutely necessary that they should be in 
a place of safety where they conld deliberate coolly ami freely without 
interruption, and last Saturday they adjourned to Baltimore, where they 
are now sitting. This city was for ten days the greatest scene of dis- 
tress that yon can conceive ; everybody but Quakers were removing 
their families and effects, and now it looks dismal and melancholy. 
The Quakers and their families pretty generally remain ; the other in- 
habitants are principally sick soldiers, some few effective ones under 
General Putnam, who is come here to throw up lines and prepare for 
the defense of the place if General Washington should be forced to re- 
treat hither. You may be sure I have my full share of trouble on this 
occasion, but haviug got, my family and books removed to a place of 
safety my mind is more at ease, and my time is now given up to the 
public, although I have many thousand pounds' worth of effects here 
without any prospect of saving them. 

We are told the British troops are kept from plunder, but the Hes- 
sians and other foreigners, looking upon that as a right of war, plunder 
wherever they go, from both whigs and tories, without distinction, and 
horrid devastations they have made on Long Island, New York Island, 
White Plains, and New Jersey, being the only places they have yet set 
foot on. Should they get this fine city they will be satiated, if the ruin 
of thousands of worthy citizens can satisfy their avarice. 

This is not the only part of the continent that now feels the weight 
of their resentment; General Cliuton, with from three to six thousand 
men, has invaded Rhode Island, and, it is said, has taken possession 
of it; whether he will make any attempt on the main during this 
severe inclement season I do not know ; but if he does, I hope he may 
find cause to repent it. 

I must add to this gloomy picture one circumstance, more distressing 
than all the rest, because it threatens instant and total ruin to the 
American cause, unless some radical cure is applied and speedily; I 
mean the depreciation of continental currency. The enormous pay of 
our army, the immense expenses at which they are supplied witli pro- 
visions, clothing, and other necessaries, and, in short, the extravagance 
that has prevailed in most departments of the public service, have called 
forth prodigious emissions of paper money, both contiueutal and colo- 
nial. Our internal enemies, who, alas, are numerous and rich, have 
always been undermining its value by various artifices, and now that 
our distresses are wrought to a pitch by the success and near approach 
of the enemy, they speak plainer, and many peremptorily refuse to 
take it at any rate. Those that do receive it do it with fear and trem- 
bling, and you may judge of its value even amongst those when I tell 
you that £250 continental money, or $666§, is given for a bill of ex- 
change of £100 sterling, sixteen dollars for a half jnhannes, two paper 
dollars for one of silver, three dollars for a pair of shoes, twelve dol- 
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Jura for a bat, anil so on; a common laborer asks two dollars a day for 
his work and idles half liis time. 

All this amounts to real depreciation of the money. The war must 
be carried on at an expense proportioned to this value, which must in- 
evitably call for immense emissions, and of course still further depre- 
ciations must ensue. This can only be prevented by borrowing in 
the motley now in circulation ; the attempt is made, and I hope will 
succeed, by loan of lottery. The present troubles interrupt those 
measures here, and as yet I am not informed how they go on in other 
States, but something more is necessary ; force must be inevitably em- 
ployed, and I dread to see that day. We have already calamities suf- 
ficient for any country, and the measure will be full when one part of 
the American people is obliged to dragoon another at the same time 
that they are opposing a most powerful external foe. 

For my part I see but two chances for relief; one is from you. If 
the court of France open their eyes to their own interest, and think 
the commerce of JTorth America will compensate them for the expense 
and evil of a war with Britain, they may readily create a diversion, and 
afford us succors that will change the fate of affairs ; but they must do 
it soon ; our situation is critical, and does not admit of delay. I do not 
mean by this that instant submission must ensue if they do not directly 
afford us relief; but there is a great difference between the benefits 
they will derive from a commercial connection with this country, in full 
health and vigor, and what they can possibly expect after it is ex- 
hausted by repeated efforts during the precarious process of a tedious 
war, during which its cities will be destroyed, the country ravaged, the 
inhabitants reduced in numbers, plundered of their property, and una- 
ble to reap the luxuriant produce of the fiuest soil in the world. 
Neither can they, after a tedious delay in negotiation, expect that vigor- 
ous assistance from us in prosecuting the war that they may be assured 
of if they join us in its infancy. If they join us generously in the day 
of our distress, without attempting undue advantages because wo are 
so, they will find a grateful people to promote their future glory and 
interest with utiabating zeal ; and from my knowledge of the commerce 
of this country with Europe, I dare assert that whatever European 
power possesses the pre-emption of it must of consequence become the 
richest and most potent in Europe. But should time be lost in tedious 
negotiations and succors be withheld, America must sue for peace from 
her oppressors. 

Our people knew not the hardships and calamities of war when they 
so boldly dared Britain to arms ; every man was then a bold patriot 
felt himself equal to the contest, and seemed to wish for an opportunity 
of evincing his prowess; but now, when we are fairly engaged, when 
death and ruin Stare us in the face, and when nothing but the most 
intrepid courage can rescue us from contempt and disgrace, sorry uml 
to say it, many of those who were foremost in noise shrink coward-like 
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from the danger, and are begging pardon without striking a blow. 
Tbis, however, is not general ; but dejection of spirits is an epidemical 
disease, anil unless some fortunate event or other gives a turn to the 
disorder, in time it may prevail throughout the community. No event 
would give that turn so soon as a declaration of war on the part of 
France against Great Britain, aud I am sure if they lose this golden 
opportunity they will uever have such another. 

You will doubtless be surprised that we have not made better prog- 
ress with our navy, because you are unacquainted with the many dif- 
ficulties aud causes of delay that have encountered us. The want of 
sea coal for our anchorsmiths has been a great bar to our progress ; 
the disappointment in our first attempts to castcauuon has been another ; 
but, above all, we have been hindered by the constant calling out of our 
militia in a manner that did not admit of the necessary tradesmen being 
exempted. You will wonder at this. It would be a long story to unfold 
the reasons; therefore suffiee that it is so. Dr. Franklin can inform 
you of many particulars respecting the flying camp ; therefore I shall 
give you the present state of our navy according to the best of my 
knowledge at tbis time. 

Tbe frigate in -NewHamsphire is a very fine ship, completed in every 
particular, except the want of cannon, which was to have been cast in 
Rhode Island, but the spirit of privateering has prevailed so eminently 
there, that they have sacrificed every other pursuit to it, both public 
and private, as 1 am informed ; and we have ordered the guns cast in 
Connecticut for that frigate to be sent to Portsmouth. As soon as they 
arrive the Raleigh will be manned and sail on a cruise. 

At Boston they have also two fine frigates. The Boston, of twenty-four 
guns, I expect is at sea before this time, commanded by Captain McNeil, 
a very clever officer ; the other is nearly ready, commanded by Captain 
Manly. 

la Rhode Island were built the two worst frigates, as I have been in- 
formed by those who have seen the whole. These two are completely 
fitted, and were partly manned when we last beard from them, so that 
I hope they are now at sea. 

In Connecticut tbe frigate is said to be a fine ship, but she can not 
get to sea this winter for want of cordage and other stores. In New 
York two very fine frigates are blocked up by the enemy, and hauled 
into Esopus creek for safety. At this place we have four very fine ships ; 
one of them, the Randolph, Captain Biddle, of twenty-six twelve pound- 
ers, will, I hope, go to sea in company with this letter; another, the 
Delaware, Captain Alexander, is getting ready, and I hope will get out 
this winter ; tbe other two want guns, anchors, and men. At Balti- 
more is a fine frigate, now only waiting for an anchor and men. 

Besides these, we have in service the Alfred, Columbus, and Reprisal, 
ships from sixteen to twenty-four guns; the brigantines Cabot, Cam- 
den, Andrew Doria, and Lexington, of twelve to sixteen guns ; the 
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sloops Providence, Hornet, Fly, Independence, Sachem ; and schoouors 
Wasp, Mosquito, and Georgia Packet, all in actual service ; aud they 
have had great success in taking valuable prizes, as indeed have num- 
bers of privateers from all parts of America, We have, besides, two 
very flue row galleys, built here, of ninety feet keel, but they are not 
yet; rigged ; and it has lately been determined by Congress to build 
some line of battle ships, and at all events to push forward and 
pay the utmost attention to an American navy. The greatest en- 
couragement is given to seamen, which ought to be made known 
throughout Europe. Their pay in our navy is eight dollars per month, 
with the best chance for prize money that men ever had, and liberty of 
discharges after every cruise if they choose it. In the merchant service 
they now get from thirty to forty dollars per month, aud this leads me 
to the state of our commerce. 

In the eastern States they are so intent on privateering that they 
mind little else ; however, there is some exportation of produce from 
thence, and as to imports, they are the best supplied of any part of 
America, having been surprisingly successful in captures. Few York 
being in the hands of the enemy, we have nothing to say to it, and the 
produce of New Jersey will be totally consumed by their army and 
ours. In this State (Pennsylvania) we had last season the worst crop 
of wheat ever known both as to quantity and quality; this being our 
staple commodity, and stores prohibited, our merchants have been led 
to purcbsse much tobacco in Maryland and Virginia, and their ships 
are employed in the export of this article, with some flour, boards, bees- 
wax, etc. We have a. good many imports, but as fast as goods arrive 
they are bought tip for the army, or for the use of neighboring States, 
and therefore continue to hear higli prices. 

The value of ships has risen in the same enormous proportion with 
everything else, and ships that were deemed worth £1,000 twelve 
months ago now sell for £3,000 or upwards. Every article belonging 
to them is also excessively dear and bard to be got, aud the insolence 
and difficulty of seamen is beyond bearing. In Maryland, Virginia, 
South Carolina, and Georgia they have plenty of valuable produce on 
band but no ships to carry it away, and constant cruisers all along 
the coast make it very dangerous to send ships from ono port to another. 
So that, look which way you will, you find us surrounded with diffi- 
culties in the land service, in the sea service, aud in our commerce. 

Agriculture and mechanics have their impediments by the enlisting 
of soldiers and frequent calls on the militia. In short, nothing but 
the most arduous exertions and virtuous conduct in the leaders, sec- 
onded by a spirited behaviour in the army and a patient endurance of 
hardships by the people in general, can long support the contest; 
therefore the court of France should strike at once, as they will reap 
an immediate harvest ; they may sell their manufactures for any price 
they please to ask ; they will get iu payment tobacco, rice, indigo, deer- 
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skins, furs, wheat, flour, iron, beeswax, lumber, fish, oil, whalebone, 
pot and pearl ashes, aud various other articles; and, if they please, 
here is an ample field to employ their shipping anil raise seamen for 
their navy, 

I will not enter into any detail of our conduct in Congress, but you 
may depend on this, that so long as tbat respectable body persist in the 
attempt to execute, as well as to deliberate on their business, it never 
will be done as it ought; and this has been urged many aud many a 
time by myself and others, but some of them do not like to part with 
power, or to pay others for doing what they cannot do themselves. 

I have Mr. Deane's favor of the 30th of September,* to myself, now 
before me ; the letter, by the same conveyance from Martinico, under 
cover of Mr. Bingham's, I sent down to the committee at Baltimore, 
and wrote them my mind on the justice of your complaints for want 
of intelligence. 1 had often told it to them before; you know well I 
was not put in that committee to carry on the correspondence, but to 
find out the conveyances ; however, I have been obliged to write all 
the letters that have been written for sometime past; but as Colonel 
Lee, Mr. Hooper, and the Bev. Dr. Witberspoon are now added to the 
committee, 1 shall excuse myself from that task, although I have 
thought it proper to give you a just state of our affairs at this time, 
because I do not suppose the committee will be got fairly together in 
Baltimore yet, and when they do, it is probable they may not be fond of 
laying things before you so fully as I have done. Some of us are of 
very sanguine complexions, and are too apt to flatter ourselves that 
things are not so bad as they appear to be, or that they will soon mend, 
etc. Now my notion is, that you, gentlemen Commissioners, should 
be fairly and fully informed of the true state of affairs, that you may 
make a proper use of tbat knowledge, keeping secret what ought to be 
so, and promulgating what should be known. 

Dr. Frauklin will see this letter, for whose safe arrival my best wishes 
have often gone forth, and I embrace this opportunity of assuring him 
of the high respect and esteem I entertain for him. I also beg ray com- 
pliments to Mr. Lee, if he is with you ; tell him I have the commission, 
in which he is nominated, ready to send, but it is gone into the country 
with my papers, or I would send it by this conveyance. My own affairs 
necessarily detained me here after the departure of Congress; and it 
is well I staid, as I am obliged to set many things right that would 
otherwise be in the greatest confusion. Indeed, I find my presence 
so very necessary, that I shall remain here until the enemy drive me 
away. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Kobbbt Morris. 

* See supra of that date. 
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Franklin, Deane, and Arthur Lee to Vergennea." 

PARIS, December 23, 1776. 

Sir ; We beg leave to aoquaiut your excellency that we are appointed 
and fnlly empowered by the Cougress of the United States of America 
to propose and negotiate a treaty of arnifcy and commerce between 
France and the United States. Tiie just and generous treatment their 
trading ships have received by a free admission into the ports of this 
kingdom, with other considerations of respect, has induced the Congress 
to make this offer first to France. We request an audience of your 
excellency, wherein we may have an opportunity of presenting our cre- 
dentials, and we flatter ourselves that the propositions we are author- 
hied to make are such as will not be found unacceptable. 

With the greatest regard, we have the honor to be, your excellency's 
most obedient and most humble servants, 

B, Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 
Arthur Lee. 



A, Lee to Lord Shelburae.t 

PARIS, December 23, 1776. 

My Lord : A very few hours after my last letter to your lordship 
brought me the desire of my country to serve her in a public character. 
Your lordship, I hope, thinks too well of me to suppose I could hesitate 
a moment. In fact, almost the same minute saw me bid adieu, perhaps 
forever, to a country where from choice I had fixed my fortunes, and to 
a people whom I most respected and could have loved. But the first 
object of my life is my country ; the first wish of my heart is public 
liberty. I must see, therefore, the liberties of my country established 
or perish in her last struggle. 

In truth, I have long despaired even of a struggle for liberty in 
England j I will not insult Scotland with the idea. It is not the subtle 
Wedderburu, poisoning the fountain of public security, nor the ruthless 
Thurloe, deliberately butchering tiie liberties of his country, that make 
me despair; but yet perhaps the people are only not virtuous, and 
America may yet, with a sort of filial piety, reanimate her expiring 
constitution. 

Our Pater Patrue, with whom and Mr. Deane I am joined iu power, 
is in good health and spirits. If fate will have it that America, as she 
lias reared her temples and her altars to liberty, must furnish ber 
victims too, I know not where she can find a sacrifice more respectable.^ 

Should the event of this measure be found fatal to England, it is the 

*6 Bigelow's Erauklin, 42. 

tMSS. Dept. of State: 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 1590, with omissions. 
tSeu, however, as to A. Lee's change of views in this respect, index, A. Lee. 
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perfidy of her ministers, which never offers anything which could he 
trusted, which compels it, and to which the consequences are justly 
imputable. 

I beg your lordship to remember toe as one who can never cease to 
have the most perfect esteem for you. I have communicated to tho 
Abbe Raynal all the facts that t could collect in answer to his ques- 
tions. He will write to you soon. 

May I beg to be remembered to our friends in tho college and to 
those out of it, who I hope will always do me the honor of remembering 
me; Colouel Barre, Mr. Dunning, Dr. Priestly, Dr. Price, etc. 
I have the honor to be, etc 

Arthvk Lee. 



Harrison et al., Committee of Secret Correspondence, to the Commissioners 

at Paris," 

Baltimore, December 30, 1776. 
Gentlemen: You will pleased to receive herewith copies of our letter 
of the 21st instant, and of its inclosures, which we recommend to jour 
attention. Sines that letter was written, General Washington having 
been re-enforced by the troops lately commanded by General Lee and 
by some corps of militia, crossed the Delaware with twenty- five hundred 
men and attacked a body of the enemy posted at Trenton with the 
success that you will see related in the inclosed handbill. We hope 
this blow will be followed by others that may leave the enemy not 
so much to boast of as they some days ago expected and we had reason 
to apprehend. 

Upon mature deliberation of all circumstances, Congress deem the 
speedy declaration of France and European assistance so indispensably 
necessary to secure the independence of these States, that they have 
authorized you to make such tenders to France and Spain as they hope 
will prevent any longer delay of an event that is judged so essential to 
the well-being of North America. Your wisdom, we know, will direct 
you to make such tenders to France and Spain as they hope will pro- 
cure the thing desired on terms as much short of the concessions now 
offered as possible; but no advantages of this kind are proposed at the 
risk of a delay that may prove dangerous to the end in view. It must 
be very obvious to the court of France that if Great Britain should suc- 
ceed in her design of subjugating these States, their inhabitants, now 
well trained to arms, might be compelled to become instruments for 
making conquest of the French possessions in the West Indies, which 
would be a sad contrast to that security and commercial benefit that 
would result to France from the independence of North America. 

By some accident in removing the papers from Philadelphia to this 
place the Secretary of Congress has mislaid the additional instructions 

* MSS. Dept. of .State; 1 .Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., ltfO, with verbal changes. 
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formerly given you, by which you were empowered to negotiate with 
other courts besides France. We think it necessary to mention this to 
you, lest the paper should have got into wrong hands and because we 
wish to have a copy seut us by the first opportunity. 

We observe that Mr. Deane seut his dispatches for this committee 
open to Mr. Bingham, Though we have a good opinion of that gentle- 
niau, yet we think him rather too young to be made acquainted with 
the business passiug betweeu you and us, and therefore wish this may 
not be done in cases of much importance. 

The next opportunity will bring you the determination of Congress 
concerning the persons that are to be sent to the courts of Vienna, 
Kussia, Spain, and the Grand Duke ot" Tuscany. In the mean time it 
is hoped that, through the medium of the ambassadors from those courts 
to that of France, you may be so fortunate as to procure their friendly 
mediatiou for the purposes proposed by Congress.* 

Our Andrew Doria, of fourteen guns, has taken a, king's sloop of 
war of twelve guns after a smart engagement. 

In our last we say the enemy made near three thousand prisoners at 
Fort Washington, but the number is fixedat two thousand six hundred 
and thirty -four. The West Imliamen taken by our cruisers amount to 
two hundred and fifty sail. 

The scarcity of ships here is so great that we shall find much difficulty 
in making the extensive remittances to France that we ought in due 
season ; therefore it will, in our opinion, be an object of great impor- 
tance to obtain the consent of the Farmers -General to send to Virginia 
and Maryland for auy quantity of tobacco they may choose, or to the 
State of North Carolina for any quantity of naval stores which may be 
wanted for public use, or to supply the demands of private merchants. 

The terms, both as to quantity and price, you will endeavor to learn 
and let it be made known to us with all possible expedition, that you 
may receive an answer thereon. 

The captain of the armed vessel that carries these dispatches has 
orders to deliver them himself to you in Paris, and his vessel will expect 
his return in a different port from the one he arrives at ; he will take 
your directions about his return and receive your letters; but the 
anxiety prevailing here to know your success renders it proper that he 
should return with all possible dispatch. 

Wishing you health, success, and many happy years, we remain, gen- 
tlemen, yours, etc., 

B. FIakrison. 
E. H. Lee. 
J. Wither spoon. 
W. Hooper. 

* See, as to these diplomatic agencies, introcluctiOD, 16 ff. 
16 WH — VOL II 
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Arthur Lee to the Committee of Secret Correspondence," 

Paris, December 31, 1776. 
Gentlemen; I had the honor of receiving your favor of the 31st 
October, announcing to me my appointment as one of the commis- 
sioners from the Congress of the United States of America. 1 can not 
express how much I aui obliged to that most respectable body for 
giving me an opportunity of showing how much I prefer the service of 
my country and her present cause to every other pursuit and situation 
in life. 1 had the happiness of joining Dr. Franklin and Mr. Deane the 
day after the arrival of the former at this place. We have employed 
every moment in preparing the way for fulfilling the purport of our 
mission. It is impossible to say yet in what degree we shall be able to 
accomplish our instructions and our wishes. The polities of Europe 
are in a state of trembling hesitation. It is in consequence of this that 
I find the promises that were made me by the French agent in London, 
and which I stated to you by Mr. Storey and others, have not been en- 
tirely fulfilled. The changing of the mode of conveying what was 
promised was settled with Mr. Deane, whom Mr. Hortalez found hereon 
his return, and with whom all the arrangements were afterwards made. 
I hope you will have received some of the supplies long before this 
reaches you. Infinitely short as they are of what was promised in 
quantity, quality, and time, I trust they will be of very material 
service in the operations of the next campaign. It is that to which, to 
use the expression of our arch enemy, we must look, and no exertious 
in preparing for it can be too great, because the events of it must be 
very decisive. 

I have the honor, etc., 

Arthur LEE.t 



Harrison et al., Committee of Secret Correspondence to Franklin, t 

Baltimore, January 1, 1777. 
Sir: Congress, relying on your wisdom and integrity and well know- 
ing the importance of the ease, have appointed you their commissioner 
to negotiate a treaty of friendship and commerce with the court of 
Spaiu.§ The idea of Congress on this subject you will find in the in- 
structions sent by this opportunity to yourself and the other commis- 
sioners attheCourt of France. Yourcommissiouforthisspecialservice 
we have now the honor to inclose you. 
We are, with great respect and esteem, houorable sir, yours, etc., 

B. Harrison. 
B. H. Lee. 

J. WlI'HERSPOON, 

W. Hooper. 



* 1 Arthur Lee's Life, 60. 

t See index, title Arthur Lee. 

I 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 8. 
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Harrison and Lee, Committee of Secret Correspondence, to Captain Ham- 
mond.'' 

Baltimore, January 2, 1777. 
Sir: You are to proceed with all tbe dispatch in your power, with 
the schooner Jenifer, uuder your command, to Nantes, in France. On 
your arrival there you are to apply to Mr. Thomas Morris, if he should 
be at that port; if he should uot, your application must be to Messrs. 
Pliarne, Penet & Co., who will furnish you with necessary cash for your 
journey to Paris, for which place you must set out immediately, and 
deliver your dispatches to Messrs. Franklin, Deane, and Lee, and wait 
their orders; when they discharge you, you are to return with the 
utmost diligence to America, and put into the most convenient port to 
tbe southward of the Delaware; we think Chincoteague, or some other 
on the back of the Eastern Shore, the most likely for avoiding men-of- 
war, and would therefore have you attempt getting iuto one of those 
ports ; when arrived, yon must leave the schooner under the command 
of your mate, and bring the dispatches yourself to Congress, wherever 
it may be sitting. 

You are, before you set out for Paris, to consult with Mr. Morris, or 
the above gentlemen, whether your vessel will not be most likely to 
escape the enemy by sending her to some other port to meet you on 
your return ; if this should be their opinion, you are to give orders to 
your mate accordingly ; you are also to deliver your pig-iron to the 
orders of those gentlemen, and take from them such a quantity of mili- 
tary stores as will ballast your vessel. The safe delivery of the dis- 
patches with which you are intrusted, and the obtaining answers to 
them, are matters of such immense consequence to the continent, that 
we can not too strongly recommend to you the avoiding all vessels that 
you may see either outward bound or on your return. You are also to 
avoid, as much as possible, falling in with headlands and islands, as it 
is most usual for men-of-war to cruise off such places. 

The dispatches will be delivered to you in a box, which you must put 
into a bag with two shots, that, in case of falling in with an enemy 
from which you can not escape, you may be prepared to sink them, 
which, on such an event happening, we earnestly insist ou your doing. 

We wish you a good voyage and safe return, and are your most 
humble servants, 

B. ilARRISON. 

B. H. Lee. 

P. S. — When you arrive at Nantes, inquire and get directions from 
the gentlemen there, to whom you are recommended for cash to carry 
you to Paris, where Dr. Franklin, Mr. Deane, or Mr. Arthur Lee lodge 
in Paris; aud above all things take care not to let it be known at Nautes 
from whence you come, your business, or where you are going, except 
to the above gentlemen. 



* MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rer. Corr., 1$}, , 
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Arthur Lee to Committee of Secret Correspondence. " 

PARIS, January 3, 1777. 

Gentlemen: 1 had the honor of receiving your favor, announcing 
to me my appointment as one of the commissioners from the Congress 
of the United States of America. 

I can not express how greatly I am obliged to that most respectable 
body for giving me an opportunity of showing how much I prefer the 
service of my country and of her present cause to every other pursuit 
and situation in life, 

I had the happiness of joining Dr. Frauklin and Mr. Deane tbe day 
after the arrival of tbe former at this place. 

We have employed every moment in preparing the way for fulfilling 
the purposes of our mission. It is impossible to say yet in what degree 
we shall be able to accomplish our instructions and our wishes. 

The politics of this court are in a kind of trembling hesitation. It is 
in consequence of this that the promises which were made to rae by the 
French agent in Loudon, and which I stated to you by Mr, Storey and 
others, have not been entirely fulfilled. The changing of the mode of 
conveying what they promised was settled with Mr. Deane, whom 
Mons. Hortalez, or Beaumarchnis, found here upon his return from 
Loudon, and with whom therefore all the arrangements were afterward* 
made. I 

I hope you will have received some of the supplies long before this 
reaches you; infinitely short as they are of what was promised in 
quantity, quality, and time, I trust they will be of very material serv- 
ice in tbe operations of the next campaign, It is that, to use the words 
of our arch enemy, to which we must look forward, and no exertions in 
preparing for it can be too great, because the events of it must be very 
decisive. 

I have the honor of being, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin to Committee of Secret Correspondence, I 

Paris, January 4, 1777. 
Gentlemen : I arrived here about two weeks since, where I found 
Mr. Deane. Mr. Lee has since joined us from London. We have had 
an audience of the minister, Count de Vergenues, and were respect- 
fully received. We left for his consideration a sketch of the proposed 
treaty. § We are to wait upon him to-morrow with a strong memorial, 
requesting the aids mentioned in our instructions. By his advice we 

" MSS. Dep. of State : 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Corr. 391, with verbal changes. 
tSee infra Lee's statement of Oct. 6, 1777. 

t MSS. Dep. of State; 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 8; 6 Bigelow's Franklin, 52. 
$ See 2 Secret Jour,, 7. 
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have had an interview with the Spanish embassador, Count d' Aran da, 
who seems well disposed towards us, and will forward copies of our 
memorials to his court, which will act, he says, in perfect concert with 
this. 

Their fleets are said to be in fine order, manned, and fit for sea. The 
cry of this nation is for us, but the court, it is thought, views an ap- 
proaching war with reluctance. The press continues in England. As 
soon as we can receive a positive answer from these courts we shall 
dispatch an express with it. 
1 am, gentlemen, etc., 

B. Franklin. 



Franklin, Deaue and Lee to Vergennes.* 

P.ARIS, January 5, 1777. 

Sir : The Cougress, the better to defend their coasts, protect their 
trade, and drive off the enemy, have instructed us to apply to France 
for eight ships of the line, completely manned, the expense of which 
they will undertake to pay. As other princes of Europe are lending or 
hiring their troops to Britain against America, it is apprehended that 
France may, if she thinks fit, afford our independent States the same 
kind of aid, without giving England any first cause of complaint. But 
if England should on that account declare war, we conceive that by the 
united force of France, Spain, and America, she will lose all her posses- 
sions in the West Indies, much the greatest part of that commerce 
which has rendered her so opulent, and be reduced to that state of 
weakness and humiliation which she has, by her perfidy, her insolence, 
and her cruelty, both in the east and the west, so justly merited. 

We are idso instructed to solicit the court of France for an immediate 
supply of twenty or thirty thousand muskets and bayonets, and a large 
quantity of ammunition and brass field pieces, to be sent under convoy. 
The United States engage for the payment of the arms, artillery, and 
am munition, and to defray the expense of the convoy. This application 
has now become the more necessary, as the private purchase made by 
Mr. Deane of those articles is rendered ineffectual by an order forbid- 
ding their exportation. 

We also beg it may be particularly considered, that while the English 
are masters of the American seas, f and can, without fear of interrup- 
tion, transport with such ease their army from one part of our extensive 

"1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 391. 

t Vergennes' instructions of December 24, 1776, toNoailles, French minister at Lou- 
don, characterizing the issue by the British Government of commissions to privateers 
to prey on American vessels, as a desperate measure calculated greatly to injure tue 
commerce of other nations and to imperil the general tranquillity, is given by Doniol, 
ii, 83. On January 31, 1777, the bill passed its third reading in the House of Com- 
mons without a siugle dissenting voice. IS,, 329. 
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coast to another, and wo can only meet them by laud marches, we may 
possibly, unless some powerful aid is given us or some strong diversion 
be marie in our favor, be so harassed and be put to such immense dis- 
tress, as that finally our people will find themselves reduced to the 
necessity of endiug the war by an accommodation. 

The courts of France and Spain may rely with the fullest confidence 
that whatever stipulations are made by us in case of granting such aid, 
will be ratified and punctually fulfilled by the Congress, who are deter- 
mined to found their future character, with regard to justice and fidelity, 
on a full and perfect performance of all their present engagements. 

North America now offers to France and Spain her amity and com- 
merce. She is also ready to guaranty in the firmest manner to those 
nations all her present possessions in the West Indies, as well as those 
they shall acquire from the enemy in a war that may be consequential 
of such assistance as she requests. The interests of the three nations 
are the same. The opportunity of cementing them and of securing all 
the advantages of that commerce, which in time will be immense, now 
presents itself. If neglected, it may never again return ; and we can 
not help suggesting that a considerable delay may be attended with 
fatal consequences.* 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane, 
Arthur Lee, 



R Morris to Franklin, Deane, and Lee. t 

Philadelphia, January 14, 1777. 
Honorable Gentlemen : 1 have the honor to inclose yon herein a 
copy of two resolves of Congress, passed the 19th and 29th November, 
by which the secret committee are directed to import two hundred and 
twenty-six brass cannon and arms and equipage complete for three 
thousand horse. 

You will observe they are also directed to confer with the cannon 
committee as to how many they can provide here of the field pieces; 
but we pay little regard to that point, well knowing they will not be 
able to procure proper metal for many of them. Therefore 1 must re- 
quest, in the name and on behalf of the secret committee, that you will 
contract immediately for these necessary supplies, and send them out 
to these States by various conveyances as quick as possible. Indeed 
I hope you may procure some line of battle ships to come out with them, 
and then there will be little danger of their coming safe. 

* There is no reply to this letter oa record. It is probable that a verbal message 
was coiurauDicateil in reply to M. Gerard, an may be judged from the letter directed 
to him which immediately follows. — SparXS- 

1 1 A. Lee's Life, -2%. 
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I most siucerely hope the court of France may be disposed to favor 
all our views— that they will accommodate you with sufficient loans to 
pay for these and all other stores we want from Europe; for although 
we have plenty of valuable produce that would soon provide you with 
ample funds if we could get it exported safely, yet the difficulties and 
impediments we meet with will render it impossible to get it away half 
fast enough. Nothing in our power shall be left undone, and Mr. Mor- 
ris will be ordered to supply you with money as fast as he receives it 
from the net proceeds of our consignments. 

I have the honor to be, with great esteem and regard, honorable 
gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Robert Morris, 
Chairman of the Secret Committee of Congress. 

P. S. — These resolves would have been sent long since, hut our ports 
have beeu blocked up by the British men-of-war, and the confusion we 
were put iu on the rapid march through the Jerseys and near approach 
to this city by the enemy has put it totally out of our power to forward 
any dispatches for some time past. 

E. M. 



Franklin, Deane and Lee to Gerard." 

Paris, January 14, 1777, 
We thank M. Gerard for the polite and explicit manner iu which he 
has communicated his majesty's message. 

We beg to return our most grateful sense of the gracious intentions 
which his majesty has had the goodness to signify to our States, and 
to assure his majesty that we shall ever retain the warmest gratitude 
for the substantial proofs he has given us of his regard, and that we will 
endeavor in due time to impress our constituents witii the same senti- 
ments. 

We feel the strength of the reasons his majesty has been pleased to 
assign for the conduct he means to hold, and the magnanimity of his 
motives. We beg leave to assure his majesty that we shall at all times 
and iu all tilings endeavor to conform ourselves to the views be has 
opened for us, as nothing is further from our intentions than to precipi- 
tate his majesty into any measures which his roya! wisdom and jus- 
tice may disapprove. And if in any thing we should contravene those 
purposes, we shall always be happy and ready to amend it according 
to the advice and direction of government. 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 
Arthur Lee. 

" l Sparks' Dip, Rev, Dorr,, 393, uader date of Jan. 4. 
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Franklin. Den tie and Lee to Committee of Secret Correspondence.* 

Paris, January 17, 1777, 

Gentlemen : We joined each other at this place on the 22d of Decem- 
ber, and on the 28th had an audience of his excellency the Co mt de Ver- 
gemits, one of his most christian majesty's principal secretaries of stats, 
and minister for foreign affairs. We laid before him our commission^ 
with the articles of the proposed treaty of commerce. He assured w of 
the protection of his court, and that due consideraHon should be given to 
what we offered. Soon after we presented a memoir on the preseut situ- 
ation of our States, drawu up at the minister's request, together with 
the articles of general confederation, and tlie demands for ships of war, 
agreeable to our instructions. Copies of all these papers were given by 
us to the Count d'Arauda, his catholic majesty's ambassador here, to 
be communicated to his court. We are promised an answer from this 
court as soon as they can know tiie determination of Spain, with wbich 
they meau to act in perfect unanimity. 

In the mean time, we are endeavoring to expedite several vessels 
laden with artillery, arms, ammunition, and clothing, which we hope 
will reach you in time for the campaign, though unfortunately one ves- 
sel, which Mr. Deane had sent so laden, has put back, after having 
been three weeks at sea. She is, however, now sailed again. The ports 
of France, Spain, and Florence (that is Leghorn, in the Mediterranean) 
are open to the American cruisers upon the usual terras of neutrality, 

We find it essential to the establishment and maintenance of your 
commercial credit in Europe that your concerns of that kind should he 
in the hands of the most respectable men in the different countries, 
From the observations we have made Mr. Myrtle is not of that descrip- 
tion, and we are sorry to say that the irregularities of Mr. Thomas 
Morris reuder it absolutely necessary that some other person should be 
immediately appointed in his place. We also think it advisable that 
you should be so far ou your guard with respect to Mons. PenetJ as 
not to deviate from the original contract made with him, as we can not 
learn that he is known to be a person of substance ; at the same time 
it is but justice to say that he appears to be active, industrious, and 
attentive to your interests. He is indeed connected with a very good 
house in Nantes, M, Gruel, but we know not the terms of that connec- 
tion, or how far M. Gruel is answerable. It seems to us that those 
houses which are connected in Great Britain are to be avoided. 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 184, with omissions and verbal 
changes. 

t See 2 Secret Journals of Cong. 33. 

t Penet and Pliarne, according to a statement in Balch's Francaie en Ameriqne, 
69, were French officers, recommended by Governor Conk, of Providence, to Washing- 
ton. They came directly from Cape Francais, in St. Domingo, and were received 
in December by Congress, who accepted their offcr^s to supply of munitions of war. 
See further as to Penet, A. Lee to committee, Feb. tl, 1777. See index, Penet. 
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It would be useful if we had some blauk com missions for privateers, 
and we therefore wish some may be sent us by the tirst opportunity. 
As vessels are almost daily arriving from America at the ports bere, 
we conceive advices of the proceedings in the campaign might be fre- 
quently sent to us, so as to enable us to contradict the exaggerated 
representations made by the English of their successes ; which, stand- 
ing un controverted, have a considerable influence upon our credit and 
upon our cause. 

Great efforts are now making by the British ministry to procure more 
troops from Germany. The princes in alliance with France have re- 
fused to lend any, or to euter into any guaranty of Hanover, which 
England has been mean enough to ask, being apprehensive for that 
electorate if she should draw from it more of its troops. Four more 
regiments, two of them to be light horse, are raising in Hesse, where 
there has been an insurrection on account of drafting the people; and 
now great sums of money are distributed for procuring men. They 
talk of ten thousand men in all to be sent over this spring. These 
things 'lonot look as if England was very confident of success in the 
next campaign without more aid. 

The hearts of the French are universal ly for us, and the cry is strong 
for immediate war with Britain. Indeed everything tends that way ; 
but the court has its reasons for postponing it a little longer. In the 
mean time preparations for it are making. They have already a tleet 
of twenty-sis. sail of the line manned and flfc for sea. Spain has seven- 
teen sail in the same state ; and more are fitting with such diligence, 
that they reckon to have thirty sail in each kingdom by the month of 
April, This must have an immediate good effect in our favor, as it 
keeps the English fleet at bay, coops up their seaman, of whom they will 
scarce find enough to man their next set of transports, and probably 
keep Lord Howe's fleet more together for fear of a visit, aud leave us 
more sea-room to prey upon their commerce, and a freer coast to bring 
in our prizes, aud also the supplies we shall be able to send you, in con- 
sequence of our agreement with the Farmers General, which is, that 
the Congress shall provide, purchasing bona fide at the lowest price 
possible, twenty thousand hogsheads of tobacco, iu Virginia and Mary- 
land, at the public warehouses in those States, for the ships which they, 
the Farmers-General, shall send ; and that those tobaccos shall be 
brought to France at their risk and in their ships. They understand 
the price is not likely to exceed three or four French sous iu America, 
but we do not warrant that it shall cost no more, though we hope it 
will not. Upon these conditions we are to have half the supposed 
price advanced immediately,- and the opportunity of shipping warlike 
stores on board their ships at your risk and paying reasonable 
freights ; the rest to be paid as soon as advice is received that the 
tobacco is shipped. 

The desire of getting money immediately to command the prepara- 
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lions for the ensuing campaign, and of interesting so powerful a body 
as the Farmers-General, who in fact make the most efficient part of 
government here and the absolute part in all commercial or moneyed 
concerns, induced us to concede to these terms, which may possibly, iu 
the estimate of the price of tobacco, be low, but which upon the whole 
we judged necessary, and we hope will be advantageous. So strong is 
the inclination of the wealthy here to assist us that since this agreement 
we are offered a loan of two millions of livres, without interest, and 
to be repaid when the United States are settled in peace and prosper- 
ity. No conditions or securities are required, not even an engagement 
from us. We have accepted this generous and noble benefaction. Five 
hundred thousand livres, or one quarter, is to be paid into the hands of 
our bauker this day, and five hundred thousand more every three 
months.* 

* The following uieiDorat-da relate to the loan referred to in the text: 

January 14, 1777.— Commissioners returned thanks (to M. Gerard) for the two mil- 
lions granted by his majesty. 

March 12, 1777.— Extract of a teller- from the Commissioner) to the Committee for Foreign 

A ffairs. 

"We entered accordingly into a treaty with that company (Farmers-General), which 
meeting with difficulty in settling the terms, wc were informed that a grant, was made 
UN of two millions of livres from the crown, of which 500,000 was ready to be paid us 
down and an equal sum should be paid the beginning of April, July, and October; 
that such was the king's generosity he exacted no conditions or promise of repayment, 
he only required that wo should not speak to any one of our having received their aid. 

"This is the money which in our former letters we mentioned as raised for us by 
subscription." 

October 7, 1777 —Extract from Commissioner* to Secret Committee. 

[After mentioning being enjoined by the court of France to keep the aids a dead 
secret the letter continues thus:] 

"The apparent necessity of your being informed of the true state of your affairs 
oblige us to dispense with this injunction. But we entreat that the greatest care may 
be taken that no part of it shall transpire, nor of the assurances we have received 
that no repayment will ever be required from us of what has been already given us 
either in money or military stores." 

December, 1777, — Extraet of a letter to Count Tergennes from Commissioners, 

They also pray that their grateful acknowledgments may be presented to the king 
for the additional aid of three millions which lie has beeu bo graciously pleased to 
promise them, and that his Majesty may be assured whatever engagements they may 
enter into in behalf of the United States, in pursuance of the full powers tbey are 
vested with, will be executed with the most punctual good faith by the Congress, etc. 

Decemiiek IS. — Extract of a tetter front Comminsionern to the Secret Committee. 

It is some time since we obtained a promise of an additional aid of three millions of 
livres, wbich we shall receive iu January 7. Spain, we are told, will give an equal 
sum, etc. 
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As the ships we were ordered to hire or buy from this court can not 
be obtained, it being judged absolutely necessary to keep their whole 
naval force at home ready in case of a rupture, we think of purchasing 
some elsewhere, or of building, in order, as far as possible, to answer 
the views of Congress. Of this we shall write more fully in our next. 
Iu the mean time we can not but hint that this seems to us a fair op. 
portunity of supporting the credit of the paper money you borrow, as 
you may promise payment in specie of the interests, and m;iy draw 
upon us for the same with all confidence. We can not, for several 
weighty reasons, be more explicit at present, but shall hereafter. Pre- 
sent our dutiful respects to the Congress, and assure them of our most 
faithful services. 

We are, gentlemen, etc., 

Benjamin Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 
Arthur Lee. 

P. S January 22. Our agreement with the Farmers-Ueneral is not 

yet signed, and perhaps some small changes may be made in it; but as 
these will probably not be very material, we wish measures may be 
taken immediately for the purchase of the tobacco. We shall send 
by the next opportunity a copy of the contract. We have received the 
fire hundred thousand livres mentioned above ; it is now at our disposal 
in the hands of our banker, who lias orders to advance us the second 
payment if we desire it, and he is ready to do it. We are, on the 
strength of this, in treaty for some strong ships. Ten thousand French 
troops are on their march to Brest. But America should exert herself 
as if she had no aid to expect but from Cod and her own valor. [ Another 
campaign will ruin her enemies.]* 



Franklin to the President of Congress, t 

Paris, January 20, 1777. 
Dear Sir: The bearer, Captain Balm, is strongly recommended to 
me as a very able officer of horse, and capable of being extremely 
useful to us in forming a body of men for that service. As lie has 
otherwise an excellent character, I t,ake the liberty of recommending 
him to my friends as a stranger of merit, wortliy of their civilities, and 
to the Congress as an officer, who, if employed, may greatly serve a 
cause which he has sincerely at heart. 
With great respect, etc., 

B. Franklin. 

■ Pasaajre in brackets omitted Viy Sparks. 

tMSS. Dep. of State; 2 SparW Dip. Rev. Corr,,9; 6 Bigelow'a Franklin, 55 See 
Deane to Congress, Oct, 17, 1776, to same etlect, the name being given as "Balms." 
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Deane to Committee of Secret Correspondence.* 

Paris, January 20, 1777, 
Gentlemen: I have met with disappointments unexpected as they 
have been affecting'; after orders, and counter- orders, and maneuvers 
tlie very history of which would fill a volume, the Amphitrite departed 
with the first parcel of the stores on the 14th ultimo, aud I was then 
in full confidence that the other vessels would instantly follow, as they 
lay ready in their different ports, when, to my surprise, counter- orders 
arrived. While laboring to re. novo these, the Amphitrite returned into 
port, pretendedly through want of live- stock, etc., by the officers. The 
captain has protested tbat he returned in consequence of the positive 
orders of Monsieur du Coudray, to whom a superior power was given.t 
1 have no time to decide so disputable point as that respecting Mon- 
sieur du Coudray's return, but the consequeuces have been bad. This 
I must say, he acted an unwise and injudicious part in returning into 
the port he did, as he thereby gave a fresh alarm to the ministry and 
occasioned a second counter-order. Indeed, Monsieur du Coudray ap- 
peared to have solely in view his own ease, safety, and emolument, and 
instead of instantly dispatching the ships with supplies, aud thereby 
preventing a noise, he left the ships, and returned quite to Paris, with- 
out the least ground, that I can find, for his conduct; and has laid his 
scheme to pass into America in a ship without the artillery, which is 
inconsistent and absurd, and contrary to our original agreement and 
constant understanding, as I engaged with this man solely on account 
of the artillery he was to assist in procuring, expediting, and attending 
in person. LI is desertion of this charge, with his other conduct, makes 
me wish he may not arrive in America at all. I am sensible that my 
difficult situation may affect you, and therefore 1 shall, if possible, pre- 
vent his going out at all. With respect to the other stores, they are 
embarked, and I am promised a permit, which is all I may say on the 
subject, which is left solely to my management by my colleagues. 

M. du Coudray, not content with leaving the ship, took with him the 
papers, which occasioned a still further delay after ishe was ready; but 
I will not enlarge on these disagreeable topics, but wishing the stores 
at band, 

I am, with much esteem, etc., 

Silas Deane. 
I recommend the captain to the generosity of Congress. 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. ReV. Corr., 70, with verbnl changes. 
i See hifrn, franklin and Deane to committee, Feb. 6, 1777. As to Coudray, see in- 
troduction, $ 8si. 
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Carmichael to Dumai' 

Havre, January 21, 1777. 

Dear Sir: Were I to acknowledge the receipt of all the letters you 
mention having written, it would be necessary to apologize for my 
silence; this, I fear, would require a detail long enough to need still 
another apology, which would be making it a labor ad infinitum. I shall 
therefore only say, that from the heart of Germany I am now on the 
borders of the Atlantic, and that 1 have been on the gallop ever since 
I parted with you at Leyden. No saint in the calendar ever ran through 
countries with more zeal to gain inhabitants for heaven than I have to 
do miracles on earth. But unfortunately it is not an age for miracles. 
1 am at present here to botch up a piece of work which was originally 
well imagined but badly executed. 

You will no doubt have our Paris news from the prophet who draws 
dowu fire from heaven. I shall therefore only give you my comment on 
the test, which is, that France has done too much and much too little. 
Too much, since she alarmed England and made that country put itself 
in a better posture of defense than before, or at least strengthened the 
hands of her ministers for that purpose; much too little, because, de- 
pending even on that little, we looked not out elsewhere in time. 
I am, etc., 

William Carmichael. 



A. Lee to Dumas, t 

Paris, January 26, 1777. 

Dear Sir: My having quitted Loudon some time since to join my 
colleagues here is the reason you did not hear from me, as you com- 
plain in your last letter to Mr. Deane. As I am soon to leave this place 
for one very remote^ 1 am afraid this will be the last letter I shall have 
the honor of writing to you. 

There are so many and more immediate calls for the attention of the 
Congress, that we are not surprised at not receiving any intelligence 
from them. We learn, too, from Havre that dispatches for us have been 
intercepted at sea, so that we remain totally uninformed by authority 
relative to the state of things in America, We hope the best, and if the 
powers of Europe are not so totally blind to their own interest as to 
refuse maintaining that freedom and enjoyment of our commerce which 
our Declaration of Independence offers them, their support will save us 
much distress and blood. The liberties, however, and redemption which 
we work out through labor and endurance will be more precious. 

By accounts from Loudon the press for seamen produces little, though 

* MSS. Dep. of State ; 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 23:1. 
tMSS, Dep. of State; 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 333. 
t A journey to Spain.— Sparks. 
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their merchant ships are stopped iu their ports, and insurance from 
Jamaica, with convoy, is risen to twenty-five percent. During the last 
war it never amounted to more than seven. 

Our cruisers, therefore, appear to do their duty. Had we anything 
of a fleet to assist them, England would soon repent of a war they have 
so unjustly engaged in and from which they have not wisdom to re- 
treat. 

No nation seems more interested in opening our commerce by abol- 
ishing the British monopoly than the Dutch. The carrying trade, by 
which they flourish, must be greatly increased by the change. It would 
also very infallibly reduce that natural power and superiority at sea 
which the English exercise with so much insolence, and the sinews of 
which are derived from America by their usurpation and tyranny ; and 
yet such is the pusillanimity of the times, the States are crouching to 
the English, and, iu effect, aiding them in confirming that tyranny and 
those advantages. It is astonishing that the smallest power in Europe 
should fear Great Britain at a time when she is set at deBauce by 
America alone, yet iu its infancy, and laboring under so many disad- 
vantages. 

I wish you every happiness, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin to Nicholson.* 

Paris, January 26, 1777. 
Sib: You are directed to proceed to Boulogne, and there purchase, 
on as good terms as possible, a cutter suitable for the purpose of beiug 
sent; to America. The purchase being made, dispatch the vessel to 
Havre de Grace, to the care of Mons. Limozin, and agree in the bargain 
to have her delivered at said port at the risk and expense of the origi- 
nal owner, at which stipulate to make the payment. Should you miss 
of one at Boulogne proceed to Calais, and pursue the same directions. 
If you fail there, pass to Dover or Deal, ;ntd employ a person there to 
make the purchase as for M. Limozin, of Nantes, at whose house the 
payment shall be made. Your skill in maritime affairs will enable you 
to judge of the vessel proper for our purpose, iu which we wish you to 
embark yourself for Havre, and on your arrival put the vessel into the 
care of M. Limozin, to be filled with everything necessary for her to 
proceed on the designed voyage, at the same time directing M. Limozin 
to call her and speak of her as his own, after which you will instantly 
set off for this place, to inform us of your proceedings. Meantime you 
are, on purchasing, to write first post, not to us, but to 31. Le Grand^ 
Banq., rue Mons. Mart, vis-a-vis, St. Joseph, a Paris, only saying in a few 
words that you have made a purchase, and shall draw on him soon for 



' 6B gelow's Franklin, 56. 
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the money favor of M. Limozin, or words to that purpose. This letter 
will be shown us, and we shall regulate our proceedings accordingly. 

Should you be obliged, on purchasing, to pay at Dover or Deal, 
Mons. Le Grand's letter will give a sufficient credit for the purpose, 
and at Calais or Boulogne you will address yourself, on the score of 
advice and assistance in money matters, to the persons to whom you 
will have letters directed, but on no other account, and avoid hinting 
your proceedings or views to any one. But should Cap tain Hynsen 
arrive, from London and you, let him go in the vessel you purchase to 
Havre aud there wait our further orders. Should he arrive and no 
vessel be purchased, in such case procure him a passage to Havre, and 
direct him to apply to M. Limozin for our directions. In the whole, 
we have to wish you to make the utmost dispatch, and to conduct with 
the utmost secrecy and the economy consistent with hastening as fast 
as possible the object in view. 



Franklin to Dumas." 

PARIS, January 29, 1777. 
My dear friend may be assured that the omission of writing to him 
for so long a time either by Mr. Deane or myself was not iu the least 
owing to any want of respect or change of sentiment towards bim, but 
merely from the extreme hurry we have been engaged in ever since my 
arrival, which has prevented our writing to many other of our corre- 
spondents. I now inclose several letters, one of which was written by 
ine when iu Philadelphia aud sent via Martinique; Mr. Deane has but 
this day received it; another that I wrote soon after my arrival, which 
has been mislaid. 

I hope you aud yours are in good health and good spirits, as we are, 
not doubting of the success of our affairs, with God's blessing. We 
have nothing to complain of here. 

1 have taken a lodging at Passy, where I shall be in a few days, and 
hope there to find a little leisure, free from the perpetual interruption 
I suffer here by the crowds continually coming in, some offering goods, 
others soliciting offices in our army, etc.t I shall then be able to write 
you fully. Be of good cheer, and do not believe half what you read iu 
the English gazettes. 

With great esteem, I am ever, 

B. Franklin. 

"MSS. Dep. of State; 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Corr., 395. 

t See, as tg tlae advantages of Passy as a residence, introduction, $ 125, 
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Harrison and Lee, Committee of Secret Correspondence, to Bingham. ' 

Baltimore, February 1, 1777. 

Sir : As we shall write you shortly again, our atteutioD at present 
will be confined to your favor of December 0, 1776, in which yon mention 
the conductof Captain Patterson. We have laid your letter before Con- 
gress, and they have appointed a committee to consider of the most 
proper steps to be taken in this business, that speedy and condign pun- 
ishment may be applied to Captain Patterson, when his crime shall be 
duly inquired into and established. The Congress having an utter ab- 
horrence of all irregular and culpable violation of the law of nations, and 
of that respect and friendship which they entertain for the French 
nation, we wish you would communicate this to their excellencies the 
governor and general of Martinique, 

Congress has referred the matter of remittance for discharge of the 
obligation which you and Mr. Harrison have entered into to the State 
of Maryland, from whence you will no doubt receive remittance as soon 
a? the British ships of war now in the Chesapeake Bay will permit. It 
is a singular misfortune to us, and very injurious to the commerce of 
France, that we have not two or three lineof-battle ships, which, with 
our frigates and armed vessels, would keep open our navigation in de- 
spite of Great Britain ; but at present one heavy ship affords protection 
to two or three frigates, that would otherwise be easily removed; and 
they place themselves so as to shut up the entrance into our principal 
trading States. 

Prior to the Declaration of Independence, as it was not certain how 
soon our quarrel with Great Britain might beat an end, our armies were 
enlisted for short periods ; and General Howe, having received informa- 
tion of the time when the troops would have it in their power to go 
home, seized that opportunity marching through the Jerseys; but 
his career was stopped at the Delaware, and he has since paid severely 
for that visit. 

Since the 24th of December the enemy have lost more than two thou- 
sand men in killed and made prisoners. They have been glad toreeall 
their troops from Rhode island to defend flew York from the attack of 
an army under General lleath ; and their whole force in the Jerseys is 
now collected on the Brunswick Heights, where they are. nearly sur- 
rounded by General Washington's army, and greatly distressed for for- 
age, fuel, and other necessaries. 

We inclose you the late newspapers for your perusal, and remain, sir, 
your most obedient humble servants, 

B. Harrison. 
R. H. Lee. 



"MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. liev. Con., 187, with verbal changes. 
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Franklin, Deaae and Lee to Vergeunes." 

Paris, February 1, 1777. 

Messrs. Franklin, Deane, and Lee, ministers from the Congress of the 
United States, beg leave to represent to his excellency the Count cfe 
Vergeunes that, besides the general alarming accounts of the success of 
English against their country, they have just received authentic intel- 
ligence from England that eight thousand men, chiefly Germans, under 
the command of General Burgoyne, are to be sent early in the spring to 
America, and to be employed, with some ships of war, in the invasion 
of Virginia and Maryland.! 

That, if not by some means diverted from their design, it will be in 
their power to destroy a great part of those States, as the houses and 
estates of the principal inhabitants are situated on the navigable waters, 
and so separated from each other as to be incapable of being defended 
from armed vessels conveying troops, the place of whose lauding can 
not be foreseen, and consequently force can not be assembled in all 
places sufficient to oppose them. 

That great danger is also to be apprehended from the blacks of those 
States, who, being excited and armed by the British, may greatly 
strengthen the invaders, at the same time that the fear of their insur- 
rection will prevent the white inhabitants from leaving their places of 
residence and assembling in such numbers for their own defense against 
the English as otherwise they might do. 

That the greatest part of the tobacco of those States is probably col- 
lected as usual in the warehouses of the inspectors, which are also situ- 
ated on navigable waters, and will be liable to be taken and destroyed 
by the invaders; that the destruction of these two States probably 
may make an impression on the people in the rest, who, seeing no pros- 
pect of assistance from any European power, may be more inclined to 
listen to terms of acco nun Dilation. 

That the supplies of arms and ammunition of war, which they have 
been made to expect from France, having been by various means de- 
layed and retarded, are not likely to arrive before the commencement 
of the next campaign, and may perhaps be despaired of, especially if 
those supplies are to be carried first to the French Islands. 

That notwithstanding the measures taken to convince the court of 
Britain that France does not countenance the Americans, that court, ac- 
cording to our information, believes firmly the contrary; and it is sub- 
mitted to the consideration of your excellency whether, if the English 
make a conquest of the American States, they will not take the first 
opportunity of showing their resentment, by beginning themselves the 

* MSB. Dep. of State; 1 A. Lee's Life, 67; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 394. 

tThis dispatch is claimed to have been framed by A. Lee (1 A. Lee's Life, 67), and 
the ill formation it gives aa to Burgoyue's movements was erroneous and misleading. 
See index, title A. Lee; and see, infra Arthur Lee, Feb. 11, 1777. 
17 WH VOL II 
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war that would otherwise be avoided ; aud perhaps beginning it as 
they did the last, without any previous declaration. 

That, upon the whole, we cau not on this occasion omit expressing 
our apprehensions that, if Britain is now suffered to recover the Colo- 
nies and annex again their great growiog strength and commerce to 
her own, she will become in a few years the most formidable power by 
sea and land that Europe has yet seen, and assuredly, from the nat- 
ural pride and insolence of that people, a power to all the other states 
the most pernicious aud intolerable. 

We would, therefore, with all deference, submit it to the wisdom of 
his majesty and bis ministers whether, if the independence of the 
United States of America, with the consequent diminution of British 
power and the freedom of commerce with them, be an object of impor- 
tance to all Europe aud to France in particular, this is not the proper 
time for effectual exertions in their favor, and for commencing that 
war which can scarcely be much longer avoided, aud which will be 
sanctified by this best of justifications, that a much injured aud inno- 
cent people will thereby be protected aud delivered from cruel oppres- 
sion and secured in the enjoyment of their just rights; than which 
nothing can contribute more to the glory of his majesty and of this 
nation, 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 
Arthur Lee, 



Harrison et al., Committee of Secret Correspondence, to the Commissioners 

at Paris.* 

Baltimore, February 2, 1777. 

Gentlemen : You will receive inclosed copies of our letters of the 
21st and 30th of December, and of the resolves of Congress accompa- 
nying them. It concerns us not less than we are sure it will you that 
you should have beard so seldom from us, but the vigilance of the British 
cruisers has prevented our most earnest solicitude for this purpose. 
The manner in which they now conduct their business proves the 
necessity of the request made by Congress for the loan or sale of a few 
capital ships. The entrance into tbe Delaware aud Chesapeake being 
narrow, by placing one forty or fifty-gun ship for the protection of their 
frigates they stop both our commerce and correspondence. 

Formerly their frigates protected their tenders, but now that we have 
frigates their larger ships protect their frigates, and this winter has 
been so uncommonly favorable, that they have been able to keep the 
sea, undisturbed by those severe gales of wind so usual off this coast 
in the winter season ; if we had a few liue-of- battle ships to aid our 



* MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 188, 
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frigates, the commerce of North America, so beneficial to ourselves and 
so advantageous to France, would be carried on maugre the opposition of 
Great Britain. As we bave not received any of those military stores and 
clothing promised by Mr. Deane, we bave much reason to fear they have 
fallen into the enemy's hands, and will render a fresh supply quite nec- 
essary. Except Mr. Deaue's favor of September 37, which is but .just 
now received, and that of October 1, we have been as destitute of Eu- 
ropean as we fear you have beeu of true American intelligence. 

The inclosed papers will furnish you with authentic accounts of our 
successes against the enemy since the 24lh ol December. They bave 
paid severely for the visit of parade through the Jerseys, and these 
events are an abuudant proof of British folly in attempting to subdue 
North America by force of arms. Although the short enlistments had 
dispersed our army directly in the face of a hostile force, and thereby 
induced a proud enemy to suppose their work was done, yet they sud- 
denly found themselves attacked on all sides by a hardy, active militia, 
who have beeu constantly beating up their quarters, and captivating 
and destroying their troops; so that in the six or seven last weeks 
they have not lost much fewer than three thousand men, about two 
thousand of whom, with many officers, are now our prisoners. Instead 
Of remaining cantoned in the pleasant villages of Jersey, as the in- 
closed authentic copy of Mr. Howe's order to Colonel Do nop (the 
original of which fell into our bauds by the colonel's night from 
Borden ton) will show you that general vainly expected would be the 
case, they arc now collected upon the Brunswick neigh ts, where they 
suffer every kind of distress from want of forage, fuel, aud other neces- 
saries, whilst General Washington's army of militia so environs them 
that they never show their faces beyond their lines but they get beaten 
back with loss and disgrace. Being thus situated, we bave reason to 
hope that this part of their army (and which is the most considerable 
part) will by the eud of winter be reduced very low by deaths, deser- 
tion, and captivity. General Heath, with a body of eastern troops, is 
making an impression on New York by Kingsbridge, which we under- 
stand has obliged the enemy to recall their troops from Khode Island 
for the defense of that city. 

The regular corps that are to compose the new army are making 
up in the different States as fast as possible; but arms, artillery, tent 
cloth, and clothing will be greatly wanted. For these our reliance is 
on the favor of his most christian majesty. If yon are so fortunate 
as to obtain them, the propriety of sending them in a strong ship of 
war must be very evident to you, gentlemen, when you know our coasts 
are so covered with cruisers from twenty to fifty guns, though but 
few of the latter. We believe they have not more than two ships of 
forty and two or three of fifty guus in their whole fleet on the North 
American station ; and these are employed— one of them to cover a 
frigate or two at the capes of each bay, whilst the rest remain at New 
York. 
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We beg leave to direct your atteuiion to the iuelosed propositions of 
Congress, auil we doubt not you will urge their success with that zeal 
and careful assiduity that objects so necessary to the liberty and safety 
of your country demand. 

We are exceedingly anxious to hear from you, ami remain with par- 
ticular sentiments of esteem and friendship, gentlemen, your most 
obedient humble servants, 

B. Harrison. 
E. H. Lee. 
W. Hooper. 



Personal Pledge of Commissioners, * 

Paris, February 2, 1777. 
We, the commissioners plenipotentiary from the Congress of the 
United States of America, are unanimously of the opinion that if France 
or Spain should conclude a treaty of amity and commerce with our 
States, and enter into a war with Great "Britain in consequence of that, 
or of open aid given to our States, it will be very right and proper for ns, 
or in the absence of the others for any one of us, to stipulate and agree 
that the United States shall not separately conclude a peace, nor aid 
Great Britain against France or Spain, uor intermit their best exertions 
against Great Britain during the continuance of such war; provided 
always that France and Spain do on their part cuter into a similar 
stipulation with our States, 

Benjamin Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 
Arthur Lee. 



* In 1 Arthur Lee's Life, 69, this paper is given with the following ex plauation : 

The author has found ;unong the MSS. of Mr. Lee a paper, with a note attached to 
it, hath signed by the three commissioners, and containing private resolutions for 
their own conduct. The note is in the handwriting of Mr. Lee, It contains senti- 
ments of devotion to their country most honorable to the commissioners and touch- 
ing to the heart of an Americau reader. 

" It is further considered that in the present perils of the liherties of our country it 
is our duty to hazard everything iu their support and defense : 

" Therefore resoliml nnaiiimoiish), That if it should be necessary to the attainment of 
anything iu our best judgment essential to the defense and support of the public 
cause, that we should pledge our persons, or hazard the censure of the Congress, by 
exceeding our instructions, we will for such purpose most cheerfully resign our per- 
sonal liberty or life. 

" Bknjaiuin Franklin, 
"Silas Drake, 
" AltTHUit Lke. 

"Paris, February 5, 1777." 
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Deane to Committee of Secret Correspondence.* 

Paris, February 6, 1777. 

Gentlemen : The bearer, Monsieur Holtzcndorff, is a Prussian offi- 
cer, who served the last war in Germany, and with reputation. Gen- 
tlemen of first character in the army here have recommended him as 
an excellent officer, both for skill and bravery. I take, therefore, the 
liberty of recommending hi in to the service of the United States, He 
leaves a major's post here in the army of France, hoping by his serv- 
ices in America to advance himself beyond what he can expect in 
Europe in a time of peace. 

I shall as soon as possible send yon a particular account of all my 
proceedings to the time of the arrival of Dr. Franklin, which T have in 
a great measure done already, though in detached parts in different let- 
ters, some of which may undoubtedly miscarry. 
I am, with much respect, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Franklin, Deane. and Lee to Committee cf Secret Correspondence, t 

Paris, February G, 1777. 

Gentlemen : Since our iast, a copy of which is inclosed, Mr. Hodge 
arrived here from Martinique, and has brought safely the papers he was 
charged with. He had a long passage, and was near being starved. 
We are about to employ him in a service pointed out by you at Dun- 
kirk or Flushing. He has delivered us three sets of the papers we 
wanted, but we shall want more, and beg you will not fail to send them 
by several opportunities. 

A private company has just been formed here for the importation of 
tobacco, who have made such proposals to the Farmers-General as in- 
duced them to suspend the signing of their agreement with us, though 
the terms had been settled and the writings drawn. It seems now un- 
certain whether it will be revived or not. The company have offered 
to export sncb goods as we should advise, and we have given them a 
list of those most wanted. But so changeable are minds here, on occa- 
sion of news, good or bad, that one can not be sure that even this com- 
pany will proceed. With a universal good will to onr cause and coun- 
try, apparent in all companies, there is mixed a universal apprehension 
that we shall be reduced to submission, which often chills the purposes 
of serving us. The want of intelligence from America, and the impos- 
sibility of contradicting by that means the false news spread here, and 
all over Europe, by the enemy, has a bad effect on the minds of many 
who would adventure in trade to our ports, as well as on the conduct 
of the several governments of Europe. It is now more than three 

"MSS, Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 77. 

tMSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., UK), with verbal changes. 



DIPLOMATIC COKRESPOXHEN'CE. 



mouths since our B. F. left Philadelphia, and we have not received a 
siugle letter of later date, Mr. Hodge having left that place before bint. 

We are ahont purchasing some cutters to be employed as packets. 
In the first we dispatch we shall write more particularly concerning our 
proceedings here than by these merchant ships we can venture to do, 
for the orders given to sink letters are not well executed. One of our 
vessels was lately carried into Gibraltar, being taken by an English 
man-of-war, and we hear there were letters for us, which the captain, 
just as he was boarded, threw out of the cabin windows, which, floating 
on the water, were taken up, anil a sloop dispatched with them to Lon- 
don. We also just now hear from London (through the ministry here) 
that another of our ships is carried into Bristol by the crew, who. con- 
sisting of eight American seamen, with eight English, and four of the 
Americans being sick, the other four were overpowered by the eight 
English and carried in as aforesaid. The letters were dispatched to 
court 

From London they write to us that a body of ten thousand men, 
chiefly Germans, are to go ont this spring, under the command of 
General Bnrgoyne, for the invasion of Virginia and Maryland.* The 
opinion of this court, founded on their advices from Germany, is 
that such a number can by no means be obtained ; but you will be on 
yonr guard. The Amphitrite and the Seine from Havre, and the Mer- 
cury from y antes, are all now at sea, laden with arms, ammunition, 
brass field pieces, stores, clothing, canvas, ere., which, if they arrive 
safely, will put you in a much better coudition for the next campaign 
than yon were for the last. 

Some excellent engineers and officers of the artillery will also be with 
you pretty early; also some few for the cavalry. Officers of infantry, 
of all ranks, have offered themselves without number. It is quite a 
business to receive the applications and refuse them. Many have gone 
over at their owu expense, contrary to our advice. To some few of 
those, who were well recommended, we have given letters of introduc- 
tion. 

The conduct of our general, in avoiding a decisive action, is much 
applauded by the military people here, particularly Marshals Maillebois, 
Broglio, and D'Arey. M. Maillebois has taken the pains to write his 
sentiments of some particulars useful in carrying on our war, which 
we send inclosed. But that which makes the greatest impression in 
our favor here is the prodigious success of our armed ships and pri- 
vateers. The damage we have done their West India trade has been 
estimated, in a representation t>> Lord Sandwich,t by the merchants of 

'Ad to error and authorship of this statement, see uote io Commissioners to Ver- 
gennes, Feb. 1, 1777; A. Li-e to committee, Feb. 11, 1777. 

t John, Earl of Sandwich, was lirst lord of the admiralty in December, 17-1-. and was 
again appointed to that office iu April, 17(53. He was secretary of state iu 17i>i aud 
in 1770. In January, 1771, he was again placed at the bead of the admiralty, where 
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London, at one million eight hundred thousand pounds sterling, which 
has raised insurance to twenty-eight per cent., being higher that) at any 
time in the last war with France and Spain. This mode of exerting 
our force against them should be pushed with vigor. It is that in 
which we can most sensibly hurt them, and to secure a continuance of 
it we think one or two of the engineers we send over may be usefully 
employed in making some of our ports impregnable. As we are well 
informed that a number of cutters are building, to cruise in the West 
Indies against our small privateers, it may not be amiss, we think, to 
send your larger vessels thither, and ply in other quarters with the 
small ones. 

A fresh misunderstanding between the Turks and Russia is likely to 
give so much employment to the troops of the latter as that England 
can hardly expect to obtain any of them. Her malice against us, how- 
ever, is so high at present, that she would stick at no expense to grat- 
ify it. The New England colonies are, according to our best informa- 
tion, destined to destruction, aud the rest to slavery under a military 
government. Bnt the Governor of the world sets bounds to the rage 
of men as well as to that of the ocean. 

he remained until the breaking up of the North administration in 1782. Profit- 
Kate iu morals to the last degree, he was a good business man, and, iu matters in 
which conscience was not concerned, was a ministerial leader in the House of Lords. 
Towards America bis tone was uniformly insolent, contributing not a little to the 
growing alienation of the Colonies from tho mother country. He bad taken part in 
Wilkes' worst orgies ; but nevertheless thought proper to move iu prosecuting Wilkes 
in tlje House of Lords for an indecent poem. From this he derived the title, more 
than once noticed iu the following papers, of "Jemmy Twitcber," the informant made 
conspicuous in the Beggar's Opera, then very popular. His charging on Franklin the 
authorship of Chatham's conciliation, bill of 1775 is noticed above. A full report 
is given iu 18 Pari. Hist., 211. See also 2 Jesse's Geo. Ill, 586. 

Of Sandwich's coarso and insolent assaults on American courage and character 
notice has been already taken, introduction {31; aud also of his dissoluteness and 
indifference to duty, ibid., { 38. 

As first lord of the admiralty, during the greater part of the revolutionary war, 
he shared with Germain the management of British military affairs while they held 
office jointly. Of his attack on Wilkes in the House of Lords Horace Walpole thus 
writes : 

"On the first day [of the session] Lord Sandwich laid before the bouse the most 
blasphemous and indecent poem that ever was composed, called 'An essay on woman, 
with notes by Dr. Warburton.' I will tell you none of the particulars; they were 
so exceedingly bad that Lord Littleton begged the reading might be stopped. The 
house was amazed ; nobody ventured even to ask a question ; so it was easily voted 
everything you please and a breach of privilege into the bargain." (Walpole to the 
Earl of Hertford, Nov. 17, 17G3; 4 Cunningham's Walpole, 12fi.) 

"Notwithstanding Lord Sandwich's masked battery the tide runs violently for 
Wilkes, and I do not find people in general so much inclined to excuse his lordship 
as I was. One hears nothing but stories of the latter's impiety, aud of the concert 
he was in with Wilkes on that subject ■" (Same to same, Nov. 18, 1763, id., 126.) 
" Mr. Wilkes complains that be never read it (the objectionable poem) but to two per- 
sons, who both approved it highly, Lord Sandwich and Lord de Spencer. » ■ ■ 
The wicked even affirm that very lately at a club with Mr. Wilkes, held at the top of 
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Finding that our residence here together is nearly as expensive as if 
we were separate, and having reason to believe that one of us might be use 
fulat Madrid, and another in Holland and some courts farther northward, 
we have agreed that Mr. Lee go to Spain, and either Mr. Deane or 
myself (Dr. Franklin) to The Hague. Mr. Lee sets out to morrow, 
having obtained passports and a letter from the Spanish ambassador 
here to the minister there. The journey to Holland will not take 
place so soon. The particular purposes of these journeys we can not 
prudently now explain. 

It is proper we should acquaint you with the behaviour of one Nich- 
olas Davis, who came to us here, pretending to have served as an 
officer in India, to he orginally from Boston, and desirous of returning 
to act in defense of his country, but through the loss of some effects 
coming to him from Jamaica, and taken by our privateers, unable- to 
defray the expense of his passage. We furnished him with 30 
louis, which was fully sufficient; but at Havre, just before he sailed, 
he took the liberty of drawing on us for near 40 more, which we 

the i>laybouse in Drury Laue, Lord Sandwich talked so profanely that he drove two 
harlequins out of eompany," (Walpole to Maun, Nov. 17, 17G3, id., 133.) 

Sandwich was charged with having detained the Toulon squadron at Portsmouth 
in April, 1778, when it was required to meet the French in the Channel, iu order to 
"divert their majesties" with a naval review. (Walpole to Mann, May 9, 1778, 7 
Cunningham's Walpole, 59.) 

" Lord Sandwich has run the gauntlet in the Lords for all the lies he has told all 
the winter about the fleet." (Walpole to Mason, May 31, 1778, id,, 72.) 

"Last night as Miss Ray was getting into her carriage at Coveut Garden from the 
play a clergyman shot her through the head and theu himself. * * * Lord Sand- 
wich was at home expecting her to supper at half au hour after 10. On her not re- 
turning an hour later, he said something must have happened. However, being tired, 
he went to bed at half an hour after 11, and was scarce in bed before one of his serv- 
ants came in and said Miss Ray was shot. He stared and could not comprehend 
what the fellow meant, nay, lay still, which is full aa odd a part of the story as any. 
At 12 came a letter from the surgeon to confirm the account, and then he was ex- 
tremely afflicted. Now, upon the whole, madam, is not the story as strange as ever 
it was f Miss Ray has six children, this oldest son is fifteen, and she was at least 
three times as much." (Walpole to Lady Ossory, ipril 9, 1779, 7 Cunningham's 
Walpole, 190.) 

"There has been a motion in each house this week for the removal of Lord Sand- 
wich for misconduct as first loTd of admiralty, but both houses think him as white 
as snow." (Walpole to Maun, April 24, 1779, id., 196.) 

In the riots of May, 1780, Lord Sandwich was " near massacred." (Id., 385, 408.) 

Resolutions censuring Sandwich having been introduced into the House of Com- 
mons, a resolution approving his course was passed on Fob, 8, 1783, by a vote of 205 
to 183. "On Wednesday last Mr. Fox renewed the attack on Lord Sandwich, who 
was saved by a majority of but 19." (Walpole to Mann, Feb. 25, 1782, 8 Cunning- 
ham's Walpole, If*.) 

After Sandwich's resignation, on the fall of the North ministry, Walpole thus 
writes: "Lord Sandwich, though certainly a man of abilities, was grown obstinate, 
peevish, intractable, and was not born for great actions. He loved subtlety and 
tricks and indirect paths, qualities repugnant to genius." (Walpole to Mann, May 
5, 1782, 8 Cunningham's Walpole, 218.) 
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have been obliged to pay. As, in order to obtain that credit, he 
was guilty of several falsities, we now doubt his ever having been an 
officer at all. We send his note and draft, and hope you will take 
proper care of him. He says his father was a clergyman in Jamaica. 
He went in the Seine, and took charge of two blankets for Mr. Morris. 

We hope your Union continues firm and the courage of onr country- 
men unabated. England begins to be very jealous of this court, and 
we think with some reason. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 
Arthur Lee. 



Franklin and Deane to tlie President of Congress.* 

Paris, February 6, 1777. 

Sir: This will be delivered to you by M. de Coudray, f an officer of 
great reputation here for his talents in general, and particularly for 
skill and abilities in his profession. Some accidental circumstance, we 
understand, prevented his going in the Amphitrite; but his zeal for our 
cause and earnest desire for promoting it have engaged him to over- 
come all obstacles, and render himself in America by the first possible 
opportunity. If he arrives there, you will, we are persuaded, find him 
of great service, not only in the operations of the next campaign, but in 
forming officers for those that may follow. We, therefore, recommend 
him warmly to the Congress and to your countenance and protection. 

Wishing you every kind of felicity we have the honor to be, with the 
highest esteem, etc. 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 



Franklin, Deane, and Lee to Germain. | 

Paris, February 7, 1777. 
Whereas the schooner Dickenson, with her cargo, which was the prop- 
erty of the Congress of the United States of America, was by an act of 
piracy in some of her crew carried iuto the port of Bristol, in England, 
and there, as we are informed, was converted to the use of the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain, and the perpetrators of so base and dishonest 
an action, the mate, etc., were rewarded instead of being punished for 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rov. Corr., 193. 

t See Deane to committee, Jan. 20, 1777, supra. An to Coudray, see introduction, 
J 82. 

t 6 Bigelow'a Franklin, 65. As to Germain, see index, Germain. 
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their wickedness, and whereas another vessel, with her cargo of tobacco, 
being also the property of the United States or of some inhabitants of 
the same, was lately carried into the port of Liverpool, in England, by 
a similar act of treachery in her crew, and a third has in the same man- 
ner been carried into Halifax, 

We therefore, being commissioners plenipotentiary from the Congress 
of the United States of America, do, in tbeir name and by their author- 
ity, demand from the court of Great Britain a restitution of those ves- 
sels and their cargoes, or the full value of them, together with the 
delivery of the pirates into our hands, to be sent where they may be 
tried aod punished as their crimes deserve. 

"We feel it our duty to humanity to warn the court of Great Britain of 
the consequences of protecting such offenders and of encouraging such 
actions as are in violation of all moral obligation, and therefore subver- 
sive of the firmest foundation of the laws of nations. 

It is hoped that the Government of Great Britain will not add to the 
unjust principles of this war such practices as would disgrace the mean- 
est state iu Europe, and which must forever stain the character of the 
British nation.* We are sensible that nothing can be more abhorrent 
from the sentiments and feelings of the Congress of the United States 
than the authorizing so base a kind of war as a retaliation of these 
practices will produce. We are therefore more earnest in pressing the 
court of Great Britain to prevent, by the act of justice which is de- 
manded, the retaliation, to which necessity, in repugnance to principles, 
will otherwise compel. 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 
Arthur Lee. 



A. Lee to the Committee of Secret Correspondence, t 

Nantes, February 11, 1777. 
Gentlemen : I received the inclosed dispatches at this place on my 
way to Spain. By the information I have from London, which, I think, 
may be depended upon, the plan of operations is for Howe and his re- 
cruited army to act against New England, while Carleton makes his 
way over the lakes to keep the middle colonies in awe; and Burgoyne, 
with an armament from England often thousand, if it can be procured, 
invades the South, probably Virginia and Maryland.! 

"The attorney -general in the very year this letter ivan written instituted criminal 
proceedings against an English clergyman for inviting subscriptions for the relief of 
wounded Americans,— Bicjelow. 

tMSS. Dep. of State: 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr,, 395,with verbal changes. 

("This intelligence, " says Sparks, "which was entirely erroneous, was probably 
sent into France by design, with a view of creating there a false impression as to the" 
real plans of the British Government." It is probably a part of information received 
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TLe intelligence from England is that ten thousand Germans are 
actually engaged, while the French minister and the Spanish ambas- 
sador both assure us that it is with very great difficulty the enemy can 
procure the recruits necessary to keep up the number formerly stipu- 
lated. That the force of their different armaments will fall greatly short 
of what they iutend 1 believe, but it seems to me almost certain that 
the three attacks will be made. 

That their utmost efforts will be made this campaign is infallible, 
because nothing is uiore certain than that the present state of Europe 
forbids every expectation of their being long unemployed nearer home. 

If, therefore, they do not succeed this year against us there is an end 
of their prospects of ravage and revenge. Even at this moment they 
have put everything at hazard : England, Ireland, and Hanover being 
left almost defenseless by their efforts against us. I should submit 
whether it is not fit that it should be made known to the army, 
that the forces to be sent this year, both from England and Germany, 
are new raised, and therefore totally undisciplined, because the attack- 
ing such troops on their first arrival would be taking them in their 
weakest state, and they ought not to carry with them the terror of dis- 
ciplined troops, which in fact Ihey are not, and of which it would en- 
courage their opponents to be apprized. 

The French minister told rae when I took leave that the King of 
Great Britain had endeavored in vain to get troops in Germany to sup- 
ply the place in Hanover of those which he sent to garrison Gibraltar. 
All these things concur to show that they are pressed on every side to 
make this last effort against our liberties, which I trust will be met 
with proportionable exertions on our part, and under the providence 
of Heaven defeated. 

The losses which the enemy's West India trade has suffered by capt- 
ures this year has determined the. Government to make provision 
against it in future by sending a number of armed cutters, which will 
take the small cruisers which have hitherto been so successful against 
their West Indian] em These, too, are to be armed as in time of war. 
I therefore submit to your consideration the propriety of marking out 
another line of cruising lor the small privateers, and sending such only 
into the gulf as are of force to drive off the cutters and make prize of 
the armed West Iudiamen. 

Whatever orders you have for me will be forwarded from the ports 
of Spain ; and I must beg a few blank commissions for privateers, as it 

by Artbtir Lee, from Thornton, his secretary, who WW an da British pay, tmd who. 
while disclosing to tbp British ministry the plana of the Amereian commissioners, was 
furnished in return with false statements of British movements to be used as decoys. 
(Seo introduction, $ $ 150, 151.) The same erroneous predictions are made in a letter 
by the commissioners to Vergennes, Feb. 1 T 1777, given supra, which letter is stated in 
1 A, Lee's Life, 67, to havo been drawn by Arthur Lee. See also Arthur Lee's letter 
to the same effect, of Feb. 16, 1777. 
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will he one part of my endeavor* to excite the merchants in Spain to 
cruise against our enemies. 

We have been so repeatedly warned of bad arms being sent from 
hence, that I can not lielp mentioning the necessity of having the 
muskets proved wherever it can be done before they are paid tor. This, 
too, suggests the propriety of not advancing money for goods, since, 
though the very capital merchants in Franco are men of honor, and 
will not impose, yet the middle and lower orders of them are often di- 
rectly the reverse. 

Bewick & Co., at Cadis;, will not pay the proceeds of the Sally to Mr. 
Schweighausser, upon a pretense of not having any order so to do; but 
it seems their real design is to keep the money in their hands for what 
they pretend is due to them from Messrs. Willing, Morris & Co. 1 shall 
endeavor to have them compelled to do justice in this business, and you 
will determine how far they are to be trusted for the future. A large 
cargo of woolens, linen, cordage, and sail cloth will be dispatched from 
hence in three weeks, which, I hope, will reach their destination in time. 

I could have wished that my present destination had been specifically 
ordered by you, with respect to the court, as that would have imparted 
a respect and consideration for them which might have greatly faedi- 
tated my object, which, I apprehend, will meet with some obstacle in 
the umbrage which the want of that attention and the apparent prefer- 
ence given where it is, perhaps, less deserved, may possibly occasion. 
Perhaps that may yet be remedied by some such power if it should seem 
proper to yon.* 

The corporation here have lowered the city duty on tobacco, brought 
from America into this port, in order to encourage a commerce with us, 
for which I have thought it my duty to return them thanks. 

Upon examination, I find your commercial connections here greatly- 
deranged. It appears to have been the first plan of the committee to 
place Moiis. Sch weighansser t as a check over Mons. Pennet. The es- 
tablished character and credit of the former were to control the confi- 
dence reposed in the latter, who, the committee say, " had not such rec- 
ommendations as they could wish. " For this purpose the consignments 
were to be made Mons, Sch weighansser, out of which he was to pay 
Mons. Pennet for such goods as were shipped on your account, after be- 
ing inspected and approved by the former. This was certainly a wise 
plan and a necessary precaution, Iu my humble judgment it still con- 
tinues to be absolutely necessary ; but instead of the consignments 
having been made to Mr. Sch weighansser, they have been chiefly ad- 
dressed directly to Pennet; in consequence of this, the latter has not 
submitted the goods sent to the inspection of the former, and Mr. 
Sch weighansser has reason to complain of his being neglected, after an 

* See letter of commissioners to committee of Feb. 6, 1777, given mpra, for the views 
of the commissioners, 
t See Index, Sckweighauser. 
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express promise given him of your consignments, without his being able 
to conceive in what he lias offended. These are facts which I think it 
my duty to state to you. Mods. Montauduine and Mous. Sch weigh an sser 
are certainly the first in rank and reputation here. It is of much more 
consequence that merchants of this description should be your corre- 
spondents here than it is in England, because they have an influence 
with Government which those of an inferior order have not. Of this 
order is Mr. Gruel, and still lower M. Pen net ; but the credit and char- 
acter of the former are exceedingly well established. 

The rigor of the season, the badness of the roads, and the slowness 
of conveyance in Spain, will protract my journey miserably ; but you 
may depend upon my using every diligence to reach my destination in 
time to make the best advantage of the present critical situation of 
affairs. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Aethub Lee. 



Agreement* of February 13, 1777, between the Commissioners and certain 

French Officers. 

First. It is agreed that, the Congress of the United States of Amer- 
ica shall grant to the Chevalier du Port ail, now lieutenant-colonel in 
the royal corps of engineers of France, the rank of colonel in their 
service. 

Second. The Congress of the United States of America will grant to 
Mons. de Lautnoy, now major in the royal corps of engineers of France, 
the rank of lieutenant-colonel in their service. 

Third. The Congress of the United States of America will grant to 
Mons. de Gouviou, now captain in the royal corps of engineers of 
Frauce, the rank of major in their service. 

Fourth. Messrs. Le Chevalier du Fortail, de Laumoy, and de Gouvion, 
shall be at liberty to quit the service of the United States, provided it 
is not during a campaign, or during any particular service, unless or- 
dered so to do by the King of France; and the Congress may dismiss 
them, or any of them, whenever they may judge it proper. 

Fifth. If all or either of these gentlemen should be made prisoners 
by the King of Great Britain, the Congress shall use all due means to 
ohtaiu their liberty. 

Sixth. These gentlemen shall use all possible diligence in preparing 
for their embarkation, in order to reach Philadelphia, or wherever else 
the Congress of the United States may be, to obey their orders. 

Seventh. The pay of these geutlemen shall be such as is given to 

*MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. llev. Corr. 194. For comments on this con- 
tract sec Lovell to Wivahiugtou, July 24, 1777, infra. For du Portail, see introduc- 
tion, $ 78 ; for Coudray, see introduction, § 82, 
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officers of their rank in the service of tbe States of America, aud shall 
commence from the date of this agreement. 

Eighth. These gentlemen shall procure and provide for their own 
passages, in such ships and in such manner as they shall think proper. 

The above agreement is entered into and concluded by us, this 13th 
day of February, 1777. 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 

DU POSTAIL,* 
GOUVION. 

Laumoy. 



A. Lee to Committee of Secret Correspondence, t 

Nantes, February 14, 1777. 

Gentlemen: The inclosed book is esteemed a work of genius, and 
as such I have thought it proper to be sent to you. We were acquainted 
with tbe author in Paris, who is a man of very high character, and so 
strongly our friend, that I have no doubt if the want of his second vol- 
ume, which is not yet published, should render any explanation neces- 
sary, he will give it with pleasure. 

Since I had the honor of writing yesterday, Mr. Thomas Morris has 
informed me of the agreement which he lias just concluded with the 
Farmers-General for all the tobacco which shall arrive here on your 
account, at seventy livres a hundred. It was probably in contemplation 
of this that they refused to sign the treaty with us, after they had 
pledged their word for it Our object was to interest Government here, 
through them, in our commerce, so much as to secure their utmost pro- 
tection of it ; to insure the export of our produce, which we appre- 
hended the scarcity of shipping and sailors would render impractica- 
ble in our own bottoms, and to command a considerable advance of 
ready money for a full supply of anus, am munition, rigging, etc., which 
we might convey with more certainty u ruler their protection. To com- 
pass these objects, we were induced to offer them such tempting terms. 
Tbe price they have now agreed to give is certainly a good one, but I 
fear it will not retrieve ns from our difficulties, as there is no advance 
stipulated, and the difficulty of exportation seems to increase daily. 

Our latest intelligence from England informs us that a bill is now 
passing for granting letters of marque against you, or rather for repeal- 
ing so much of their former act as confined it to the navy. The press 
there still continues very violent, but not equally productive; that, to- 
gether with the great preparations of France and Spain, seems to ren- 
der the continuance of peace for many months im possible. From every - 

*As tn (lit Portail, see index under his Damn. 

tMSS Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., U99, with omissioua and verbal 
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thing that I can learn, their armaments against you will bo very late, it' 
the situation of Europe will suffer them at all ; but it is best to prepare 
for their plan, as if it would be executed in its fullest extent, for it is 
impossible to have such reliance upon tlie politics of Europe as would 
justify the hazarding much upou their issue. 

1 believe you have not yet beeu apprised of what it may be material 
for you to kuow, which is that the British Govern men t offered to deliver 
the prisoners taken on Long Island to the East India Company, to be 
sent to their settlements, if the company would send for them to Gib- 
raltar. This propositiou is upou record in the company's books, a gen- 
eral court having beeu held expressly upou it. (Compared with other 
things it may possibly seem to show their good faith; and it is a suffi- 
cient evidence of their merciless and tyrauuical disposition towards us.] * 
I have the honor of being, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



G-ardoqui to A. Lee.! 

Madrid, February 17, 1777. 

Snt : My person and house, in a commercial way, are well known in 
the American colonies, not only ou account of our long standing corre- 
spondence of thirty to lorty years, but also ou that of the true affection 
with which we have endeavored to serve thein. I am lately arrived at 
Madrid, on some particular affairs which have occasioned my treating 
with the ministers of state, who have honored me with their especial 
favors and trust, and of course this has led me into the bottom of the 
principal affairs of Europe, among which I have talked about your 
coming from Paris to Spain, undoubtedly with the design of treating 
on the subject of the Colonies, as I judge they have already done, and 
continue doing, at Paris. But 1 have heard that in such a small place 
as Madrid it will be absolutely impossible to remain incog., either by 
your own or any other name, and you would of course be spied by the 
gentlemen here who have a real interest therein, and consequently you 
could not treat with the ministers without hurting the Colonies in the 
highest degree by your own doings ; and, besides, you would set this 
court at variance without success. 1 judge you will improve the oppor- 
tunity which offers by chance, and I think is au excellent one, aud have 
therefore no objections to hint it to you, being fully assured that it will 
cause no displeasure here. 

The Marquis of Grimaldi intends to set out soon for Biscay, aud 1 
propose to do the same for my house at Bilboa, all which we shall so 
manage as to meet oue aud the other at Victoria, where we shall tarry 
under some good disguise until our mutual arrival ; aud as this uoble 

Passage in brackets omitted by Sparks. 

MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr,, 400, with verbal chaugea. 
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minister has had to this day the entire, direction of all affairs, and is of 
course fully acquainted with his majesty's intentions, I believe he is the 
only person with whom you may treat, either in said place or some 
country house that might be picked up for the purpose, aDd thereby 
avoid the inconveniences which must inevitably follow by your coming 
to Madrid. By the aforesaid belief, I have given you a further proof 
of my attachment to the Cdlonies, and I must also add, with all truth, 
that the principal persons here are of the same opinion, although the 
present state of affairs obliges them to make no show thereof. In short, 
sir, I hope you will approve of my proposed method being the safest and 
most natural to carry on the views of both parties. I beg you will give 
me an answer through the same hands as will deliver the present to 
you, not doubting that you will tarry at Victoria until we get there, 
ond you will also observe that you will be at full liberty to proceed to 
Madrid, if you should judge proper, after you have talked over the mat- 
ter with the said nobleman. 

I have the honor to subscribe myself, etc., 

James Gardoqui. 

P. S.— Having considered upon the properest place for onr meeting, 
we have settled it on that of Burgos instead of Victoria, which pray note 
accordingly, and I hope to meet you there. 

[In a letter dated at Burgos, February 28, 1777, Mr. Lee replied to 
the above as follows: "I have the houor of yours of the 17th, and, 
agreeable to your request, will wait for you at this place.] 



A. Lee to Committee of Secret Correspondence." 

Bordeaux, February 18, 1777. 

Gentlemen : Ou my arrival here, on my way to Madrid, I found a 
letter dated February 2, from a confidential correspondent, which con- 
tains the following passages: "Ten thousand Germans are already 
engaged, and ships sent to convey them • the number of British can 
not exceed three thousand, and those very indifferent ; but much is 
expected from their being sent early. Boston is certainly to be attacked 
in the spring. Burgoyne will command. Howe will probably attack 
Philadelphia. The Government expect great advantage from dissen- 
sions in Philadelphia.! 

Finding that our commerce here labors under great difficulties from 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 401, 

tAs to this announcement, see introduction, 5 150, and A. Lee's letter of Feb. 
11, supra. Tbe frequency with which this statement was pressed on Lee by a "con- 
fidential correspondent" shows how important it was deemed in England that the 
statement should reach America, As to Thornton's perfidy, see index, Thornton, in- 
troduction, $207. 
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the heavy duties laid on fish, oil, wax, etc., I have directed an ac- 
count of it to be transmitted to your commissioners at Paris, together 
with an estimate of the imports and exports during the last year from 
the United States, that they may be better enabled to negotiate an alle- 
viation or removal of the duties which were originally intended to dis- 
courage the British commerce. 

I had the honor of stating to you a year ago that tobacco was the most 
weighty political engine we could employ with the French court. It is 
absolutely necessary to the Farmers-General, and the farmers as abso- 
lutely necessary to the government, 

Mr. Delap informs me that there are several more cargoes belonging 
to the Congress in the hands of merchants in Spain, the proceeds of 
which can not be obtained, I have written to Mr. Morris, at Nantes, 
begging the favor of him to send me a proper account of them, that I 
may complaiu of those merchants at the court of Spain. There is a 
ship at Nantes, totally deserted by her crew, which has been lying there 
many months unregarded, at an expense to the Congress of one hun- 
dred dollars per mouth- I have advised Mr. Sch weigh a user to consult 
with Mr, Morris about selling her, which ought to have been done as 
soon as her crew quitted her. 

The ship, too, which was intrusted to Mr. Myrkle, is lying here at a 
considerable charge, and no appearance of her return. 

I iuclose you Captain Cleveland's account of Mr. Myrkle's conduct, 
which he wishes may be offered in his justification, I have referred 
him to Dr. Franklin for advice. 

I have the honor of being your obedient servant, 

Arthur Lee. 



Harrison and Lee, Committee of Secret Correspondence, to the Commis- 
sioners in Paris." 

Baltimore, February 19, 1777. 
Gentlemen : The events of war have not, since our last, furnished 
anything decisive. The enemy's army still remains encamped upon the 
hills near Brunswick, and our troops still continue to beat back their 
convoys, insomuch that we understand their horses die in numbers, 
and we have reason to believe that the difficulty of removing their stores, 
cannon, etc., will be insuperably great until the opening of the Rariton 
furnishes a passage by water for their return to New York. The Amer- 
ican army is not numerous at present; but the new levies are collecting 
as fast as possible, aud we hope to have a sufficient force early in the 
field. 

We hear, by the speech of the King of Great Britain to his Parlia- 

* MSS. Dep. of Statu ; 1 Spurkg' Dip. Rev. Con\, lt>5, with verbal cliauges. 
18 WH — VOL II 
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meut, tli at lmicli money will be culled for, no doubt to prosecute the 
war with unreteutiug vigor. That we shall oppose with all our power 
will be certain; but the event must be doubtful, until France takes a 
decisive part in the war. When that happens, our liberties will lie 
secured, and the glory and greatness of France be placed on the most 
solid ground. What may be the consequence of her delay must be a 
painful consideration to every frieud of liberty and mankind, Thus 
viewing our situation, we are sure it will occasion your strongest exer- 
tions to procure an event of such momentous concern to your couutrv. 
It is in vain for us to have on hand a great abundance of tobacco, rice, 
indigo, flour, and other valuable articles of merchandise, if preveuteil 
from exporting them by having the whole naval force of Great Britain 
to contend against. It is not only for the interest of theso States, hut 
clearly for the benefit of Europe in general, that we should not be hin- 
dered from freely transporting our products that abound here and are 
much wanted there. Why should the avarice and ambition of Great 
Britain be gratified to the great injury of other nations? 

Mr. Deaue recommends sending frigates to France to convoy onr 
merchandise; but it should be considered that we have an extensive 
coast to defend ; that we are young in the business of fitting out ships of 
war; that foundries for cannon are to be erected; the great difficulty 
of getting seamen quickly, when privateers abound as they do in the 
States where sailors are chiefly to be met with ; and, lastly, that our 
frigates are much restrained by the heavy ships of the enemy, which arc 
placed at the entrance of our bays. In short, the attention of Great 
Britain must be drawn in part from hence before France can benefit 
largely by our commerce. We sensibly feel the disagreeable situation 
Mr. Deane must have been in from the receipt of the committee's letter 
in June and the date of his own letter in October ; but this was occa- 
sioned by accident, not neglect, since letters were sent to him to all the 
intervening months, which have either fallen into the enemy's hands or 
have been destroyed. From the time of Dr. Franklin's sailing until 
we arrived at this place, the ships of war at the mouth of the Delaware 
and the interruption given the post, added to the barrenness of events, 
prevented us from writing when we had no particular commands from 
Congress for you. 

Mr. Bingham informs us from Martinique that he learned from a 
Spanish general there, on his way to South America, that the King of 
Spain was well disposed to do the United States offices of friendship, 
and that a loan of money might be obtained from that court. As the 
power sent yon for borrowing is not confined to place, we mention this 
intelligence, that you may avail yourselves of his catholic majesty's 
friendly designs. Perhaps a loan may be obtained there ou better terms 
than elsewhere. We expect it wilt not be long before Congress will 
appoint commissioners to the courts formerly mentioned, and in the 
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mean time yon will serve the cause of your country iti the best manner 
with the ministers from those courts. to that of Versailles. 

Earnestly wishing for great news and quickly from you, we remain, 
with friendship and esteem, honorable gentlemen, etc., 

B. Harrison. 

K. II. Lee. 

P. S, — Congress adjourns this week back to Philadelphia. 



A. Lee to the Commissioners in Paris.* 

Vitoria, February 26, 1777. 

Dear Sirs : I am thus far safe on my journey, which by the spur of 
6 pistoles more I am to finish two days sooner than was at first agreed. 
Therefore, if no accident happens, I shall reach my destination the 6th 
of next month. In the committee's letter of the 23d of October to me it 
is said : " We are to negotiate with other nations agreeable to certain 
plans and instructions transmitted to Mr. Deane." I have none with 
me, nor do I remember to have seen any but those which relate ex- 
pressly to France, and that plan has already been transmitted where I 
;im going. Nothing is more likely than my being asked what I have 
to propose, particularly relative to this meridian. This question was 

put to us on our first visit to — — — .t But the same answer 

will not serve here, I must entreat you, therefore, to favor me with 
your ideas upon this particular. What alteration would you think 
proper in that plan wheu applied to this country 1 It is best to be pre- 
pared for every favorable moment that may offer. This must plead my 
pardon for urging as speedy an answer as possible. It would grieve me 
to be put to the alternative of letting a favorable opportunity pass on- 
embraced, or of hazarding a measure of so much moment to the public 
upon my weak judgment and very limited information. ■ 

With my best wishes for your health and success, and begging to be 
remembered kindly to our friends, I have the honor to be, with the 
greatest esteem, dear sirs, your obedient servant, 

Arthur Lee. 



Deane to Committee of Secret Correspondence.! 

PARIS, February 27, 1777. 
Gentlemen : This will be delivered to you by Captain Goy, who, 
with his lieutenant and two sergeants, embark with thirty field pieces, 
ten ton of powder, ball, lead, etc., which I wish safe and in season for 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 402. 

tThisblauk should probably be filled up with the name of Count d'Atitnda, the 
Spanish ambassador in France.— Sparks. 
I MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparka' Dip. Rev. Corr., 77, with verbal cbauges. 
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service, though delayed beyond my expectations. Captain Goy has the 
best of recommendations from officers of distinction here and I am con- 
fident will be found of great service in the artillery, a part of which he 
accompanies. Dr. Franklin is at present in the country, in good health, 
and we shall jointly write you very particularly in a few days; mean- 
time we are without any intelligence from Congress since he left Phila- 
delphia in October last. I will not attempt to give you an idea of the 
difficulties which are the consequence of our being left thus without in- 
telligence, nor the anxiety it occasions in our minds, but must urge 
you to take some effectual measures for keeping up a correspondence 
with us iu future, without which many proposals of the utmost im- 
portance to the United States are extremely embarrassed and in danger 
of failing. 

I have the honor to be, with the most profound respect, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Beaumarchais to Congress.* 

[Extract.] 

Paris, February 28, 1777. 
Gentlemen: I have the honor to fit out for the service of Congress, 
by the way of Hispauiola, the ship Amelia, loaded with field and ord- 
nance pieces, powder and leaden pigs. As the season is too far ad- 
vanced that the ship might go straightway to your ports, I have 
charged M. Carabnne, my correspondent at Cape Francois, to reverse 
the whole cargo on Bermudian or even on American ships, if he finds 
any at her arrival in that port, and to transmit to you as soon as pos- 
sible. 

This is the fourth ship I have addressed to you since December Inst; 
the other three have steered their course towards your eastern ports. 

The first is the Ampkitritc of 480 tons, Captain Sautrel, loaded with 
cannons, muskets, tents, intrenching tools, tin, powder, clothing, etc. 
Left Havre de Grace on the 14th of December, 177G. 

The second is the »S'ei«e, from the same port, Captain Morin, of 350 
tons, loaded with muskets, tents, mortars, powder, tin, cannons, musket 
balls, etc. 

The third is the Mercury, of 317 tons, Captain Herand, from Nantz, 
loaded with one hundred thousands of powder, 12,000 muskets, the re- 
mainder in cloth, linen, caps, shoes, stockings, blankets, and other 
necessary articles for the clothing of the troops. 

In my letters of August, September, and December last the duplicates 
of which have been delivered to you by the chief officer of those that 
went over to your service in the Ampkitrite, I have requested you to 

• Honse Doc. No. Ill, Fifteenth Congress, first session. See introduction $ 61/. 
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order that my ships might not expect long for remittances; I ask you 
in the same letters, nay design being to send you uninterrupted supplies 
and such as may be of the greatest use to you. I hope ou your side 
you will be as quick as possible, load again, aud seud me back my ves- 
sels. 



Washington to Jay." 

[Private. ] 

Middlebeook, March 1, 1777. 

Dear Sir: I have been a little surprised that the several important 
pieces of intelligence lately received from Europe (such parts of it, I 
mean, as are circulated without reserve iu conversation) have not been 
given to the public in a manner calculated to attract the attention and 
impress the minds of the people. As they are now propagated, they 
run through the country in a variety of forms, are confounded iu the 
common mass of general rumors, and lose a real part of their effect. 
It would certainly be attended with mauy valuable consequences if 
they could be given to the people iu some more authentic aud pointed 
manner. It would assist the measures taken to restore our currency, 
promote the recruiting of the army and our other military arrange- 
ments, aud give a certain spring to our affairs in general. 

Congress may have particular reasons for not communicating the in- 
telligence officially (which would certainly be the best mode if it could 
be done), but if it can not it were to be wished that as much as is in- 
tended to be commonly known could be published in as striking a way, 
aud with as great an appearance of authority as may be consistent with 
propriety, t 

I have taken the liberty to trouble you with this hint, as sometimes 
things the most obvious escape attention. If you agree with me iu 
sentiment, you will easily fall upon the most proper mode for answer- 
ing the purpose, 

With great esteem, etc., 

Geo. Washington. 



Franklin and Deane to Committee of Secret Correspondence.! 

Paris, March 4, 1777. 
Gentlemen: We send you herewith the draft of a frigate by a very 
ingenious officer iu this service, which appears to us peculiarly suitable 
for our purpose, and we are iu hopes of being able to ship cordage, sail- 

* MSS. Dep. of State. 
tSeo introduction, H 103 JT. 

( MSS. Dep. of State. 1 Spurka' Dip. Rev. Corr., 197. 



27S 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



cloth, and anchors, etc., sufficient for five or six such frigates, by the 
time you can have them built. 

Deprived of any intelligence from yon since the 1st of last November, 
and without remittances, leaves us in a situation easier to be conceived 
than described. The want of intelligence affects the cause of tue United 
States in every department; such accounts of our affairs as arrive in 
Europe at all, come through the hands of our enemies, and, whether 
defeated or victorious, we are the last who are acquainted with events 
which ought first to be announced by us. We are really unable to ac- 
count for this silence, and, while we are affected with the unhappy con- 
sequences of it, must entreat the honorable Congress to devise some 
method for giving us the earliest and most certain intelligence of what 
passes in America, 

The ship by which this is sent is loaded with clothing, cordage, and 
duck ; not having a full cargo of the former, we ordered Mr. Williams, 
who acts for us at Nantes,* to complete it with the latter, for which we 
have obtained a short credit. Mr. Williams will write you by this 
opportunity. He has been of great service to as at Nantes, and it is 
but justice to say that his knowledge of business, probity, activity, and 
zeal for the interests of his country, with the good opinion justly enter- 
tained of him by gentlemen in business at Nantes, render him very 
serviceable in our affairs there, and proper to be employed in commer- 
cial transactions. 

[It gives us pain to be obliged to say that the conduct of Mr. Myrkle 
is entirely the reverse. He left the vessel he came over in at Bor- 
deaux on expense, in December last ; has sent no orders to her since. 
He passed through Paris in January for Holland, or rather spent a 
month in the city, on his journey, where, as well as at Bordeaux, his 
character is marked for low debauchery, incompatible with the gentle- 
man or the man of business. Persons of such a character giving them- 
selves out for agents of Congress, and producing contracts in support 
of their pretensions, hurt the commercial reputation of the United 
States, and can be of no service in any shape whatever,]t 

We apprehend that letters to Mous. Schweighauser have not had fair 
play, and therefore advised you to write to him, charging the captain 
who carries your letters to deliver them with his own hand, if he ar- 
rives at Nantes, and if at any other port that he send them undercover 
to tis. We are filling a packet, by which we shall write more partic- 
ularly in a few days. Mr. Lee wrote us last week from Bordeaux, on his 
way to Spain, 

We present our most respectful compliments to the honorable Con- 
gress, and are, gentlemen, your most obedientaud very humble servants. 

B. Fran kx m. 
Silas Deank. 

* See introduction, $ lrG. t Passage in brackets omitted by Mr. Sparks, 
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Memorial delivered by Arthur Lee to the Marquis de Grimaldi.* 

Burgos, March 5, 1777. 
Upon maturely weighing what bis excellency the Marquis de Grim- 
aldi had the goodness to communicate from his majesty, Mr. Lee feels 
himself obliged (notwithstanding his earnest wish to coincide with his 
majesty's views, and conciliate his amity to the United States) to beg 
his attention to the following considerations r 

(1) Were it the question now whether Mr. Lee, beiug at Paris, should 
come to Madrid, he might do it or not without any material conse- 
quences; but, it being known that he was deputed upon that business, 
and npou his way, his return without going to Madrid will beget an 
opinion that Spain has renounced the States of America in refusing to 
receive their deputy ; for the fact of his return beiug notorious, and 
the reasons for it necessarily secret, it will make the same impression as 
if no such reasons existed. 

This opinion will very materially injure the credit of the States in 
Prance and Holland, and it may have a very unfavorable effect in 
America, for it must be considered that the fact will reach America by 
a thousand channels, while the reasons for it can pass through one only, 
and that, too, from the situation of things, in obscure hints. 

Mr. Lee therefore hopes that his majesty will weigh these reasons be- 
fore he determines finally upon a measure which may be deemed un- 
gracious to the Congress and highly detrimental to their interests. 

(2) Mr. Lee can not conceive on what pretense of reason, right, or 
law the English ambassador or bis court can take exception to his 
majesty's receiving a deputy from the United States, since the right of 
a neutral court so to do is clearly established by the unquestioned prac- 
tice of all times, and recognized by the best writers on the laws of na- 
tions. Neither has the English ambassador at Paris, or his court, takeu 
any exception to it there. t 

(3) That it will be so far from preventing the execution of any gra- 
cious intentions his majesty may have of assisting the States, that the 
best and safest channel of conveying that aid is from one from which 
Mr. Lee's being at Madrid will rather divert than direct the attention of 
England. Next to an immediate declaration, a supply of money to sup- 
port the credit of the States and pay for what is necessary, is the most 
effectual aid. The support of this contest calls upon the Congress for 
considerable funds. The means of establishing them by the export of 
their produce are slow and uncertain. This obliges them to have recourse 
for assistance to the powers that are friendly to their cause; among 
whom they have the greatest reliance upon his Majesty the King of 
Spain. This purpose will be answered by his majesty's ordering his 
ambassador at the Hague to authorize Sir George Grand, of Amster- 

* MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr,, 403. See introduction, %t 86 ff. 
i This wi» a mistake. The reception of tbe American envoys at Paris had been 
tbe subject of earnest protests by the British Government. 
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dain, to pay tbe sum, destined to this use to the order of B. Frank- 
lin. Silas Deaue, or Artliur Lee. Sir George Grand is fixed upon as one 
who lias been already trusted by the court of France in this business, 
and on whose attachment they can depend. 

Mr. Lee must beg leave to wait bis majesty's pleasure at Burgos or 
Victoria, not at Bayoune, because he is persuaded, upon reflection, that 
he should incur the highest displeasure of his constituents if he were to 
leave Spain without a definitive answer to the object of his mission. 



A, Lee to Committee of Secret Correspondence." 

Bl'EGOS, March 8, 1777. 

Gentlemen : A person of high rank having been sent to confer with 
me here. I am authorized to assure you that supplies for the army will 
be sent to you by every opportunity from Bilboa. I can say with cer- 
tainty that a merchant there has orders for that purpose ; he is now 
here with me to have a list from me, and to contract for blankets which 
are manufactured in this part of the country. I atu also desired to in- 
form you of ammunition aud clothing being deposited at New Orleans 
and the Havana, with directions to lend them to such American vessels 
as may call there for that purpose. 

I am trying to get a sum of money put into our hands immediately 
that we may the more assuredly answer your bills, should you find it 
necessary to draw, and may pay for some ships of war in Europe. It 
will also bt> my endeavor to procure some able veteran officers from the 
Irish brigades in this service. 

From the best authority here I am told that the German agreement 
is for seveu thousand recruits and eight hundred Hessian chasseurs. 
They are to sail from some German port towards the end of this month. f 

News is just arrived here of the death of tbe King of Portugal. 
Considerable bodies of troops have been for some time marching from 
Madrid towards the frontiers of that kingdom. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Abthur Lee. 

Memorial presented to the Court of Spain by Arthur Lee. ! 

Burgos, March 8, 1777. 

The present state of the dispute between America and Great Britain 
does not seem to be so fully understood as to render a clear representa- 
tion of it unnecessary. 

America has declared herself independent, and has defeated all the 

•MSS. Dep. of State; I Sparks' Dip. Rev, Cor., 405. 

I As lo this, see introduction $ St| index, title Hessiaria. 
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efforts of Great Britain to reduce her during two campaigns. In tbis 
resistance she has hitherto stood alone and almost unassisted, tier 
infant and unprepared state has been compensated by her ardor, her 
indignation, her enthusiasm. 

Great Eritaiu, however, is determined to redouble her efforts to make 
this campaign decisive of the fate of America. In this situation Amer- 
ica offers her commerce and her friendship, which she has withdrawn 
from Great Britain, to Spain and France. This offer ought to be deemed 
of double value, because it takes from their rival and foe what it gives 
to them. It is, therefore, taken for granted that this is an object of the 
first magnitude, and worthy of the highest attention of both these 
courts. It is also taken for granted that Spain and France do not wish 
Great Britain should prevail in the contest, or regain America by con- 
quest or conciliation. There remains, therefore, but this siugle ques- 
tion : Whether it be more politic for the two powers to declare immedi- 
ately or to wait the event of the next campaign I 

To judge of this it will be necessary to consider what will be the prob- 
able eveut of the next campaign. As Great Britain is resolved to put 
forth her utmost strength, it is probable that the event will be either 
the total reduction of America or an accommodation founded upon a 
mutual conviction of each other's strength ; and this accommodation 
must be hastened by America being left destitute of any material as- 
sistance from Europe. 

It is manifest that the neutrality of Spain and France leaves the field 
open to the operations of the British force, and to the production of 
one of those events, either of which must be highly prejudicial to both 
nations and advantageous to their enemy. If Great Britain should be 
victorious America will become a powerful instrument in her hands, to be 
wielded at her will against these countries ; and that it will not remain 
long unemployed no one will doubt who knows that the court of Great 
Britain is well informed of the countenance, at least, given to what they 
call a most dangerous rebellion, and that the head of that court is of a 
temper that never forgives or forgets. 

If an accommodation should produce a reunion the same advantages 
will be lost and almost all the same consequences are to he feared. The 
end of the campaign can not, therefore, promise so favorable a moment 
for the interposition of Spain and France as the present; and in all 
human probability it will be then fruitless. 

In truth, what moment can be wished more favorable than the pres- 
ent, when Great Britain is so equally matched by what were her colo- 
nies that the scales hang doubtful ? Nor can it be questioned that the 
interposition of Spain or France, and much more of both, would make 
that of America decidedly preponderate and separate her from Great 
Britain forever. And what object can be more important than to de- 
prive her of this great and growing source of her commerce and her 
wealth, her marine and her dominion ! 
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There is nothing of which the court of Great Britain is more per. 
suaded than that the loss of America would be the inevitable couse- 
queuce of a war in Europe; nor is there a man in the nation that is 
ignorant of it; henco it is that the King finds himself obliged m all his 
speeches to assure his Parliament of the tranquillity of Europe that 
they may be emboldened to support his war against America. Hence 
it is that they have labored to prevent a rupture between Spain and 
Portugal, and have at length renounced the latter. It is, therefore, cer- 
tain that Great Britain would endure any insult short of an open aud 
outrageous act of hostility rather than engage in a European war dur- 
ing her contest with America. 

During the last war America contributed twelve thousand seamen and 
tweuty thousand troops to tbe assistance of Great Britain. These are 
now tripled against her. The commerce of America, according to the 
declaration of Mr. Pitt, who conducted it, carried Great Britain tri- 
umphantly through it. The full tide of that commerce is now turned 
against her. From America all the expeditious against the islands of 
Spain and France were then supplied. Now these supplies are ready 
to assist in seizing her islauds. 

Deprived of all those aids which ministered to her success and her 
triumphs during the last war, what could preveut her now from expe- 
riencing the bitter reverse of her former fortune? What policy can 
withhold two sovereigns whose prosperity is incompatible with her 
power to let slip such an opportunity of humbling her as may never 
return t 

If Great Britain should again be united to America by conquest or 
conciliation it would be vain to menace her with war, America has 
been felt like Hercules in his cradle. Great Britain knit again to such 
growing strength would reign the irresistible though hated arbiter of 
Europe. This, theu, is the moment in which Spain and France may 
clip her wings and pinion her forever. Oue of the most respectable 
bodies in England told their Sovereign some two years since, with a 
kind of prophetic spirit, that his ministers were precipitating his do- 
minions into a situation in which their existence would depend upon the 
forbearance of their enemies. That situation is now certainly occurred. 
The rest as certainly remains in tbe arbitration of Spain and France.* 

Arthue Lee. 



Ansicer delivered to me by the Duke de Grimaldi at VitoriaA 

You have considered your own situation and not ours. The moment 
is not yet come for us. The war with Portugal — France being unpre- 

VAltlioagh the above memorial purports to have beeu presented to the Court of 
Spain, it would appear that it was pus into the hands of tho Marqnis de Grimaldi 
while lie was at Burgos, and that lie returned an oinmi probably without consult- 
ing the Court, n-lion lie met Mr. Leo ttbunly afterwards at Vitoria. — Sparks. 

IMS?*. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Hev. Coir., Set) introduction, 
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pared, and our treasure from South America not being arrived — makes 
it improper for us to declare immediately. These reasons will probably 
cease within a year, and then will be the moment.* 



Franklin and Deane to Committee of Secret Correspondence. 1 

Paris. Marchl2, 1777, 
Gentlemen ; It is now more tban four months since Mr. Frauklin's 
departure from Philadelphia, and not a line from thence written since 
that time has hitherto reached either of your commissioners iu Europe. 

We have had no information of what passes in America but through 
England, and the advices are, for the most part, such only as the min- 
istry choose to publish. Our total ignorance of the truth or falsehood 
of facts, when questions are asked of tis concerning them, makes us ap- 
pear small iu the eyes of the people here, arid is prejudicial to our 
negotiations. 

In ours of the Oth of February, of which a copy is inclosed, we ac- 
quainted you that we were about purchasing some cutters to be em- 
ployed as packet-boats. We iiave succeeded in getting one from Dover, 
in which we purpose to send our present dispatches. Mr. Hodge, who 
wont to Dunkirk and Flushing, where he thought another might be 
easily found, has not yet acquainted us with his success. \ We promised 
that when we had a conveyance which, by its swiftness, is more likely 
to carry safely our letters, we would be more explicit in accounts of our 
proceedings here, which promise we shall now fulfill as follows : 

In our first conversation with the minister, after the arrival of Mr, 
Franklin, it was evident that this court, while it treated us privately 
with all civility, was cautious of giving umbrage to England, and was 
therefore desirous of avoiding an open reception and acknowledgment 
of us, or entering into any formal negotiation with us as ministers from 
Congress. To make us easy, however, we were told that the ports of 
France were open to our ships as friends; that our people might freely 
purchase and export, as merchandise, whatever our States had occasion 
for, vending at the same time our own commodities ; that in doing 
this we should experience all the facilities that a Government disposed 
to favor us could, consistent with treaties, afford to the enemies of a 
friend. But though it was at that time no secret that two hundred 
tield-pieces of brass and thirty thousand fusils, with other munitions 
of war in great abundance, had been takeu out of the King's magazines 
for the purpose of exportation to America, the minister, in our pres- 
ence, affected to know nothing of that operation, and claimed no merit 
to his court on that account. But he intimated to us that it would he 



" Thia answer soeuis to Lave been a verbal one. — Sparks, 

t MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Eev. Curt., 103, with verbal changes. 

t Sep imlex, title Hodge. 
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well taken if we communicated with no other person about the ctHirt 
concerning our affairs but himself, who would be ready at all convenient 
times to confer with us. 

We soon after presented several memorials, representing the state of 
the colonies, the necessity of some naval aid, and rhe utility to France 
that must result from our success in establishing the independence of 
America, with the freedom of its commerce. In answer, we received a 
positive refusal of the ships of the line (which we had been instructed 
to ask), on this principle, that if a war with England should take place 
the whole fleet of France would be necessary at home for her defense; 
that if such a war did not take place, yet, while England apprehended 
a war, it was equally serviceable to our States that the fleet of France 
should remain entire in her ports, siuce that must retain au equal 
force of English at home who might otherwise go to America, and 
who certainly would follow thither any French squadron. During 
these conferences every step was taken to gratify England publicly, 
by attending to the remonstrances of her ambassador, forbidding the 
departure of the ships which had military stores ou board,* recalling 
officers who had leave of absence and were going to join us, and giving 
strict orders that our prizes should not be sold in French ports; yet, 
that we might not be discouraged, it was intimated to us by persons 
about the court that those measures were necessary at- *• -—sent, France 
not being yet quite ready for a war, and that we might assured of 
her good will to us and our canse.t 

Means were proposed of our obtaining a large sum of money for pres- 
ent use by an advance from the Farmer General, to be repaid in to- 
bacco, of which they wanted twenty thousand hogsheads. Reentered 
accordingly into a treaty with that company, which meeting with diili- 
culty iu settling the terms, we were informed that a grant was made 
us of two millions of livres from the Crown, of which five hundred thou- 
sand was ready to be paid us down, and an equal stun should be priSd 
at the beginning of April, July, and October ; that such was the Kin*,'J' 
generosity, he exacted no conditions or promise of repayment : he o«4y 
required that we should not speak to any one of our having received 
this aid. We have accordingly observed strictly this injunction, devi 
ating only in this information to yon, which we think necessary for 
your satisfaction, but earnestly requesting that you would not suffer 
it to be made public. This is the money which, in onr letter, we men- 
tioned as raised for us by subscription. 

One of the ablest sea officers of France, skilled in all the arts relating 
to the marine, having offered his services to our Sta f °s, with the per- 
mission of the minister, we (enabled by the above graut) engaged hii 
to superintend the building of two ships of war, of a particular COtt- 

* These were afterward* privately permitted 10 go, or went without permission. 
Note 6jr the Co Mm miotitri. 
tSee introduction, 3(i ff. 
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struction, which, though not of half the cost, shall be superior in force 
ami utility to ships of sixty four guns. He has built one here for the 
king, which, wo are told, exceeds everything in swift sailing. Ho has 
furnished us with drafts, which we send, you, that if the Congress thinks 
fit, others of the same construction may be set up in America, in which 
ease we have given him expectations of being their commodore. We 
have seen his large aud curious collection of memoirs, containing every 
the minutest particular relating to the construction and management of 
a fleet, with a variety of proposed improvements; and we are persuaded 
that he will be found a valuable acquisition to our country. 

April 9. Since writing the above we received dispatches from the 
Congress by Captain Hammond, others from Mr. Morris by Captain 
Bell, and some copies by Captain Adams, via Boston, which, on many 
accounts, were very satisfactory. We directly drew up and presented 
memo.ials on the subject of those despatches. We were promised im- 
mediate consideration aud speedy answers; for which we detained Cap- 
tain Hammond, but we have not yet obtained them. We receive, how- 
ever, continued assurances of the good will of this court and of Spain. 
We are given to understand that it is by their operations the raising of 
German troops for England has been obstructed. We are paid punctu- 
ally the second five hundred thousand livres; and having convinced 
the u-uiistrv (.he great importance of keeping up the credit and fix- 
ing the val dof our currency, which might be done by paying in specie 
the interest of what we borrow, or in bills upon Prance for the amount, 
we are now asvsured that the. above-mentioned quarterly payments shall 
be continued (after the two-anillions), for the purpose of paying t lie- 
interest of the five million dollars you are supposed to have borrowed, 
which we believe will be punctually complied with; aud the effect must 
be, residing to its original value the principal for which such interest 
is paid, and with that the rest of the emission. 

We have turned our thoughts earnestly to what is recommended to 
it. ,.'y Congress, the borrowing two millions sterling in Europe. We 
jnr-*. proposed to borrow it of this court upon interest, but were told by 
the minister that it was impossible to spare such a sum, as they were 
now arming, at a great expense, which kept their treasury bare; but 
there was no objection to our borrowing it of private capitalists here, 
provided we did not offer so high an interest as might raise it upon 
government. We are advised to try Holland ; aud we have caused the 
pulse to be felt there; but though Holland at present is a little dis- 
gusted with England, and our credit is considerable mended in Europe 
by our hue succe^es, it does uot yet appear sufficient to procure such 

loan. Spain, it seems, has, by its punctual payments of interest, ac- 
quired high credit there; and we are told, that by her publicly borrow- 
ing, as for herself, and privately allowing us to draw on her banker, we 
might there obtain what money we pleased. 

Mr. Leo was gone to Spain before the commission and ordes came to 



286 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



B. F. for that station. He will give you a particular account of his ne- 
gotiations. We here only mention that he received the same general 
assurances of the good will of that court that we have here of this. 
He was informed that three thousand barrels of powder and some 
clothing were lodged for our use at New Orleans ; that some merchants 
nt Bilboa hail orders to ship for us such necessaries as we might want; 
that orders would be given to allow us admission into the Havaua as a 
favored nation, and that we should have a credit on Holland {the sum 
not then settled), which might be expected at Paris the beginning of 
this month. The Spanish ambassador here, a grave and wise man,* 
to whom Mr. Lee communicated the above, tells us that his court piques 
itself on a religious observance of its word, and that we may rely on a 
punctual performance of its promises. 

On these grounds we are of opinion, that though we should not be ahle 
to borrow the two millions sterling recommended to ns, yet if the Con- 
gress are obliged to borrow the whole twenty millions of dollars they 
have issued, we hope to And sufficient there, by way of subsidy, to pay 
the interest in full value, whereby the credit of their currency will be 
established, and on great aud urgent occasions they may venture to 
make an addition to it. which we conceive will be better than paying the 
interest of two millions sterling to foreigners. On the whole, we would 
advise Congress to draw on us for sums equal to the interest of what 
they have borrowed, as that tuterest becomes due, allowiug the lenders, 
in the drafts, 5 livres, money of France, for every dollar of interest. 
Aud we think they may venture io promise it for future loans, without, 
however, mentioning the grounds we here give for making such a prom- 
ise; for these courts have particular strong reasons for keeping out of 
the war as long as they can, besides this general oue, that on both 
sides the nation attacking loses the claim which, when attacked, it has 
tor aid from its allies. Aud we have these advantages in their keeping 
out of the war,'that they are better able to afford us private assisiauce; 
that by holding themselves in readiness to invade Britain, they keep 
more of her force at home ; and that they leave to our armed vessels 
the whole harvest of prizes made upon her commerce, and of course 
the whole encouragement to increase our force in privateers, which 
will breed seamen for our Navy. 

The desire that military officers here, of all ranks, have of going into 
the service of the United States is so geueral aud so strong as to be 
quite amazing. We are hourly fatigued with their applications aud 
offers, which we are obliged to refuse, aud with huudreds of letters, 
which we canuot possibly answer to satisfaction, having had no orders 
to engage any but engineers, who are accordingly gone. If the Con- 
gress thinks fit to encourage some of distinguished merit to euter their 
service, they will please to signify it.t 



* Aranda, JSee index, title Aranda. 
t See introduction, $ 7$. 
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Captain Wickes made a cruise this winter, and returned with five 
prizes, of tlie produce of which we suppose Mr. Morris will acquaint you; 
for they are sold, though the bringing them into France has given 
some trouble and uneasiness to the court, and must not be too frequently 
practiced. We have ordered him to make another cruise before he re- 
turns to America, and have given him for a consort the armed cutter 
Captain, Nicholson ; they will sail in a few days. Mr. Hodge writes us 
that he has provided another cutter; we intended to have employed 
one of them as a packet, but several of yours being now here, and hav- 
ing lately made a contract for sending one every mouth, a copy of which 
we inclose, we shall make use of this new purchase as a cruiser. 

We have at length finished a contract with the Farmers- General for 
four thousand hogsheads of tobacco, a copy of which is inclosed. Wo 
shall receive the first advance of two millions livres next month, and wo 
entreat you to use your best endeavors to enable us to comply with our 
part of the agreement. We found it a measure of government to fur- 
nish us by that means with large advances, as well as to obtain the 
ground of some of their own taxes; and finding the minister anxious to 
have such a treaty concluded, we complied with the terms, though we 
apprehend them not to be otherwise very advantageous. We have ex- 
pectations, however, that in case it appears that the tobacco can not be 
afforded so cheap, through captures, etc., government will not suffer us 
to be losers. 

We have purchased eighty thousand fusils, a number of pistols, etc., 
of which the inclosed is an account, for two hundred and twenty thou- 
sand livres. They were king's arms and second- hand, but so many of 
them are unused and unexcepttonally good, that we esteem it a great 
bargain if only half of them should arrive. We applied for the large 
brass cannon, to be borrowed out of the king's stores till we could re- 
place them, bnt have not yet obtained au answer. You will soon have 
the arms and accoutrements for the horse except the saddles, if not in- 
tercepted by the enemy. 

All Europe is for us. Onr Articles of Confederation being by our 
means translated and published here, have given an appearance of con- 
sistence and firmness to the American States and Government that be- 
gins to make them considerable. The separate constitutions of the 
several States are also translating and publishing here, which afford 
abundance of speculation to the politicians of Europe, and it is a very 
general opinion that if we succeed in establishing our liberties-, we shall, 
as soon as peace is restored, receive au immense addition of numbers 
and wealth from Europe, by- the families who will come over to partici- 
pate in our privileges, and bring their estates with them. Tyranny is 
bo generally established in the rest of the world, that the prospect of an 
asylum in America for those who love liberty, gives geueral joy, and 
our cause is esteemed the cause of all mankind. Slaves naturally be- 
come base, as well as wretched. We are fighting for the dignity and 
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happiness of human nature. Glorious is it for the Americans to be 
called by Providence to this post of honor. Cursed and detested will 
every one be that deserts or betrays it. 

We are glad to learn the intention of Congress to send ministers to 
the empires of Prussia and Tuscany. With submission, we think Hol- 
land, Denmark, Sweden, and Russia (if the expense is no objection), 
should not be neglected. It would be of great service if among them 
we could get a free port or two for the sale of prizes, as well as for com- 
merce. A commencement of intercourse has been made with Prussia, 
as you will see by the inclosed copies of letters,* between his minister 
and us. We suppose, as the Congress has appointed one of us to Spain, 
they will order another of us to some of the other courts, as we see no 
utility equal to the charge, and yet some inconveniency, in a joint com- 
mission here, where one, when freed from commercial cares aud action, 
is sufficient for the business. As soon as the court of Spain shall lie 
willing to receive a minister (which, from Mr. Lee's information, seems 
not to be at present the case), Mr, Franklin intends to go thither in 
obedience to the orders he has received. Mr. Lee has expressed bis 
readiness to go to Prussia or Tuscany, before the intention of Congress 
to send to those courts was known ; aud he waits here a while, by the 
advice of his colleagues, expecting that perhaps the next ship may bring 
his future destination. 

For the procuring and sending more certain aud speedy intelligence, 
we have, as before mentioned, entered into a contract here whereby 
we are to have a packet boat dispatched every month ; the first will 
sail in about a fortnight. As we are yet without au explicit answer from 
court on several important points, and we shall have that speedy op- 
portunity, we do not now enlarge in answer to the several letters re- 
ceived by Hammond, Bell, Adams, and Johnston. We only now assure 
the Congress that we shall be attentive to execute all the resolutions 
and orders they have sent us for our government, and we have good 
hopes of success iu most of them. 

For news, we refer in general to the papers, and to some letters in- 
closed, which we have received from London. We shall only add, that 
though the English begin again to threaten us with twenty thousand 
Russians, it is the opinion of the wisest men here, and particularly 
among the foreign ministers, that they will never be sent. The Aus- 
pachers, who wer^ to be embarked in Holland, mutinied, and refused 
to proceed, so that the prince was obliged to go with his guards and 
force them on. A gentleman of Rotterdam writes us that he Haw 
a number of them brought, bound hands and feet, in boats to that 
place. This does not seem as if much service can be expected from 
such unwilling soldiers. The British fleet is not yet half manned; 
the difficulty in that respect was never before found so great, and is 
ascribed to several causes, viz, a dislike to the war, the subtraction of 

* See index, title Sehiileiitiurg, A. Lee. ; introduction, }} 90 ff. 
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American sailors, the number our privateers have taken out of British 
ships, and the enormous transport service. 

The French are free from this difficulty, their searaeu being all 
registered, and serving in their turns. Their fleet is nearly ready, and 
will be much superior to the English, when joined with that of Spain, 
which is preparing with all diligence. The tone of the court accordingly 
rises, and it is said that a few days since, when the British ambassador 
intimated to the minister that if the Americans were permitted to con- 
tinue drawing supplies of arms, etc., from this kingdom, the peace could 
not last much longer, he was firmly answered — Rous tie desirons fias le 
guerre, mats nous ne la craignons pas. ' s We neither desire war, nor fearir." 
When all are ready for it, a small matter may suddenly bring it on ; 
and it is the universal opinion that the peace can not continue another 
year. Every nation in Europe wishes to see Britain humbled, having 
all in their turns been offended by her insolence, which in prosperity, 
she is apt to discover on all occasions. A late instance manifested it 
towards Holland, when being elate with the news of some success in 
America, and fancying all that business ended, Sir Joseph Yorke de- 
livered a memorial to the States, expressing his master's indignation 
against them on account of the commerce their subjects carried on 
with the rebels, and the governor of St. Eustatia's returning the salute 
of one of the American ships, remarking that " if that commerce was 
not stopped, and the governor punished," the king knew what appertained 
to the dignity of his crown, and should take proper measures to vin- 
dicate it. The States were much offended, but answered coolly that they 
should inquire into the conduct of their governor, and in the mean time 
would prepare to secure themselves against the vengeance with which 
Britain seemed to threaten them. Accordingly, they immediately 
ordered twenty-six men of war to be put upon the stocks. 

We transmit you some affidavits, * relating to the treatment of our 
prisoners,! with a copy of our letter:): to Lord Stormont. communicating 

* Missing. 

tThe following illustrates the position of the British Government as to American 
prisoners : 

"This gallant American (Ethan Allen) was taken prisoner, fighting with the utmost 
bravery in Canada under the banners of Montgomery, He was immediately loaded 
with irons and transported to England in that condition on board of a man -of- war. 
On some observations being made in the House of Lords by the Duke of Richmond 
concerning his treatment, the Earl of Suffolk, one of the ministry, made this reply : 
'The nobleduke says we brought over Ethan Allen in irons to this country, but were 
afraid to try bim, lest he should bo acquitted by an English jury, or that we should 
not be able legally to convict him. I do assure bis grace that he is equally mistaken 
in both his conjectures ; we neither had a doubt but we should be able legally to con- 
vict him, nor were we afraid that an English jury would have acquitted liim ; nor, 
further, was it ou t of any tenderness to (Ite man, who, I maintain, bad justly forfeited 
his life to the offended laws of bis country. But I will tell his grace the true mo- 
tives which induced the administration to act as they did. We were aware that the 
rebels had lately made a considerable number of prisoners, and we accordingly avoided 

1 See as to letter to Lord North, infra, December 24, 1777. 
19 WH- VOL, II 



DIPLOMATIC COUKESPONDENCK. 



them, and his insolent answer. We request you to present onr duty to 
the Congress, and assure tbetn of our most faithful services. 
With great respect, we have the honor to he, etc., 

B. Frankmn, 
Silas Deane. 



A. Lee to Florida Blanca." 

Vitoria, March 17, 1777. 
Mr. Lee wishes to state to his excellency the Count do Florida Blanca 
what he has understood from his excellency the Marquis de Grimaldi, 
to be the intentions of his majesty relative to the United States of 
America. 

That for very powerful reasons his majesty can hot at this moment 
enter into an alliance with them or declare in their favor ; that, never- 
theless, they may depend upon his majesty's sincere desire to see their 
rights and liberties established, and of his assisting them as far as may 
be consistent with his own situation ; that for tbis purpose the house of 
Gardoqui,! atBilhoa, would send them supplies for their army and navy 
from time to time ; tliat tliey would find some ammunition and clothing 
deposited forthem at New OrIeaus,the communication with which would 
be much secured and facilitated by their taking possession of Pensacola; 
that their vessels should be received at the Havana upon the same terms 
with those of France, aud that the ambassador at Paris should have di- 
rections immediately to furnish their commissioners with credit in Hol- 
land. The marquis added, that his majesty would do these things out 
of the graciousuess of his royal disposition, without stipulating any re- 
turn, and that if upon inquiry any able veteran officers could be spared 
from his Irish brigade the States should have them. 

These most gracious intentions Mr. Lee has communicated to the 
Congress of the United States in terms as guarded as possible, without 
mentioning names, so that the source of those aids, should the dis- 
patches fall into the enemy's hands, can only be conjectured from the 
manner in which they are mentioned. And, for further security, the 
captain has the strictest orders to throw the dispatches into the sea 
should he be taken. 

Mr. Lee is sensible that these intentions are measured by the magna- 
nimity of a great and opulent prince, aud becoming the character of so 
illustrious a monarch as the King of Spain. He is satisfied they will 
raise the strongestsentiments of gratitude and veneration in the breasts 

bringing him to bis trial from considerations of prudence ; from a dread of the conse- 
quences of retaliation ; not from a doub t of Lis legal guilt, or a fear of his acquittal 
by an English jury.'" Walsh's Appeal, pari. 1, sec. C, 398. As to British barbarity 
in treatment of prisoners, see in trod lie Li on, 4 22; index, title Britain, Prisoners. 

"MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks, Dip. Rev. Coir., 408. See iutrod notion, 4$ 80 ff. 

ISeo index, title Gardorpii. 
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of tliose whom they regard. At the same time he trusts that the Span- 
ish nation will receive no inconsiderable retribution from the freedom of 
that commerce the monopoly of which contributed so much to strengtheu 
and aggrandize her rival and her foe; uor cau anything give more last- 
ing satisfaction to the royal mind than the reflection of having employed 
tbose means which God has put into his bauds in assisting an oppressed 
people to vindicate those rights and liberties which have been violated 
by twice six years of incessant injuries and insulted supplications ; 
tbose rights which God and nature, together with the convention of 
their ancestors and the constitution of their country, gave to the peo- 
ple of the States. Instead of that protection in those rights wbich 
was the due return for sovereignty exercised over them, they have seen 
their defenseless towns wantonly laid in ashes, their unfortified country 
cruelly desolated, their property wasted, their people slain ; the ruthless 
savage, whose iuhuman war spares neither age nor sex, instigated 
against them ; the hand of the servant armed against his master by 
public proclamation, and the very food which the sea that washes their 
coast furnishes forbidden them by a law of unparalleled folly and injus. 
tice. Proinde quasi injur iam facere id demum esset imperio uti. Kor was 
it enough that for these purposes the British force was exhausted 
against them, but foreign inerceuaries were also bribed to complete the 
butchery of their people and the devastation of tbeir country, And that 
nothing might be wanting to make the practices equivalent to the prin- 
ciples of this war, the minds of these mercenaries were poisoned with 
every prejudice that might harden their hearts and sharpen their swords 
against a people who not only «ever injured or offended them, but who 
have received with open arms and provided habitations for their wan- 
dering countrymen. These are injuries which the Americans can never 
forget. These are oppressors wtiom they can never again endure. The 
force of intolerable and accumulated outrages has compelled tbem to 
appeal to God and to the sword. The King of Spain, iu assisting them 
to maintain that appeal, assists iu vindicating the violated rights of 
human nature. No cause can be more illustrious, no motive more 
magnanimous.* 

Arthur Lee. 

* At the bottom of this letter and of the memorial to the court of Hp.iin Mr. Lee signs 
himself " Commissioner Plenipotentiary from the Congress of the United States of America." 
But this must hare been for thu greater formality, ;;s he had not yet received any ap- 
pointment to Spain from Congress, bat only went there by advice of the coinuiis- 
eioniirs in Paris, — Spakks. 
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A. Lee to the Committee of Secret Correspondence." 

Vitokia, March 18, 1777. 

Gentlemen : I had the honor of writing to you on tlie 8th from 
Burgos, since which 1 have had auotlier eonfereuce at this place for 
greater secrecy and dispatch. 

In addition to the supplies which I informed you were to be furnished 
through the house of Gardoqui by every opportunity, and the powder 
and clothing which are at Sew Orleans, and will be advanced to your 
order, I am assured of having credit from time to time ou Holland, and 
that orders will be given to receive your vessels at the Havana as those 
of the most favored nation, the French, are received. T hey have 
promised to examine whether the^e are any veteran Irish officers fit for 
your service, and if there are to send them. 

I have avoided stipulating any return on your part. 

As for an immediate declaration in your favor, they say this is not 
the moment; and for reasons which, if I might venture to commit them 
to this paper, I think you would deem satisfactory. The same reasons 
render au explicit acknowledgment of your independency, and a treaty 
of alliance with you, inadmissible at present ; but 1 am desired to assure 
you of their taking a sincere and zealous part iu the establishment of 
your liberties, which they promote in every way consistent with their 
own situation. 

I can uot help thinking that the postponing a treaty is happy for us, 
since our present situation would raise demands, and perhaps enforce 
concessions of which we might sorely repent hereafter. I am sensible 
that in consequence we shall be obliged to make greater exertions, and 
to search deeper for resources withiu ourselves ; but this must, in the 
end, be highly beneficial to a young people. It was in this manner the 
Roman Republic was so deeply rooted ; and then mayis dandis, quam ac- 
ciptendis benefieiis, amicitias parabat, The liberties and benefits which 
are hardly earned wilt be highly prized and long preserved. 

In conformity with the above arrangement, I have settled with M. 
Gardoqui, who is now with me, and from whom I have received every 
possible assistance, to despatch a vessel, with all possible expedition, 
laden with salt, sail and tent cloth, cordage, blankets, and such warlike 
stores as be can immediately procure, and an assortment of such drugs 
as I think will be necessary for the three prevailing camp diseases. 
Those who furnish these supplies are very desirous of an expedition 
being ordered against Pensacola, in order that the possession of that 
place may render the communication between the southern colonies 
and New Orleans, from which they would wish to succor you, more 
sure and secret. The captain has my directions to make for Philadel- 
phia, or any port to the southward, and wait your orders. At Mons. 

*MSS. Dep. of State : 1 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Corr., 410, with omiasiotis and verbal 
changes. 
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Gardoqui's desire, I have given him a recommendation to all the Amer- 
ican captains who may sail from Bilboa, whether in public or private 
service, to receive such stores as he shall send them for your use- 
When this is arranged, I am to return to Paris, where the business 
of the credit upon Holland is to be settled, and of which you shall have 
notice by the first opportunity. 

In my former letters from Bordeaux and Nantes, I took the liberty 
of remarking upon the deranged state of your commerce. I tiud here 
that yon have not sent any vessels to Bilboa, though as being the most 
convenient, it is most frequented by private vessels. It is a free port, 
has no custom-house, and therefore business is despatched with more 
secrecy and expedition. Rice, indigo, tar, pitch, and turpentine, bear 
a good price there, and fish in Leut. By the provincial lawsof Biscay, 
tobacco is prohibited, but it may be lauded at the port of St. Sebastian, 
some fourteen leagues distant; and it sells well iu Spain j but it must 
be strong Virginia tobacco for this market. The house of Gardoqui 
has promised to collect from other places such things as I have in- 
formed them will be proper for your service. As Mous. Montandauine 
and Mons. Schweighatiser, at Nantes, and the Messrs. Delaps at Bor- 
deaux, are the best and most respectable merchants, so the Gardoquis 
are at Bilboa. Their zeal and activity in our cause were greatly mani- 
fested in the affair of the privateer ; they are, besides, in the special con- 
fidence of the court, and one of them has been employed as interpreter 
in all our busiuess. 

If touching upon commercial subjects, which are somewhat out of my 
province, should be of any use, that will be my excuse ; if not, I hope 
the expectation of its being useful will plead my pardon. I mentioned 
in my last that the Germans intended to be sent the latter end of this 
month through Holland, were to consist of seven thousand recruits and 
eight hundred Hessian chasseurs; but, from the best accounts I can 
get, they will neither be so forward nor so numerous as was intended. 
To retard them the more, I have proposed to the commissioners at 
Paris to remonstrate with the States-General against granting them a 
passage, which is to expedite their embarkation, and I have written to 
Holland to have the accouut of the captivity of their countrymen, and 
the refusal to exchange them and settle a cartel, distributed among the 
troops, in German, before they embark. [If they are not very beasts 
indeed, this will rouse a spirit of indignation against their buyers and 
sellers].* 

I have sent copies of General Washington's letter, and such an ac- 
count as I could collect from the newspapers, of the success of your 
arms all over Europe; since that I find, by the inclosed gazette, that 
the court of Great Britain have already published their account of it. 
It is lamentable to observe to what unworthy means of flattering the 

"Passage iu brackets emitted by Sparks. As to British maltreatment of prison- 
era, see introduction, J 22; index, title Prisoners. 
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vices of princes the human mind will stoop. The Carle tons, the Howes, 
and the Perceys, call themselves honorable men; yet, because they 
know nothing- pleases [the base mind of J* the King of England more than 
the grossest abuse of the Americans, they let slip no opportunity of 
accusing and traducing them. That these charges may not fall into the 
hands of future historians uncontradicted, I could wish, since it bits 
now become a public accusation by General Howe, that General Wash- 
ington might write him a letter, stating the injustice of ihe charge, and 
mentioning the instances, such as the burying Captain Leslie with the 
honors of war. in which the troops under his command have manifested 
a disposition directly opposite to that of which he has accused them; 
this would go down to posterity as an authentic vindication. I am as 
jealous of the honor of our name as desirous of the success of our arms. 

I mentioned in my former letters their plan of sending out cutters of 
twelve and fourteen guns, commanded by lieutenants of the navy, to 
cruise on your coast, chiefly in the Gulf, and that the West India ships 
were to be armed. f 

On the other hand, we are assured, by both France and Spain, that 
such a dispositiou of their fleets and forces will be made as ought to 
persuade England that she can not sustain the war against you as she 
planned. Your wisdom will direct you how far to trust to these assur- 
ances, or their expected consequences, when our stake is so precious 
that the most ardent and unremitting exertions can not be too great. 
Not that I suspect the sincerity of these assurances, but the effects 
they are to produce; for I know the nature of the King of Eng- 
land to be [so rancorous and envenomed] £ that nothing but personal 
fear, which the quietism of the people is not likely to produce, will re- 
strain him from the most desperate attempts to injure and enslave us; 
besides, the state of Europe is such as to render it morally certain that 
a war in Europe will relieve you from these extraordinary exertions 
before a year has passed away. The death of the King of Portugal is 
too recent for any certain judgment to be formed of its consequences; 
probably, however, it will produce an accommodation with Spain ; but 
should it extinguish this spark of a war, it will leave Spain more at 
liberty to aid us, and awe, if not attack, Great Britain. The situation 
of the enemy seems to be this : Great Britain and Ireland exhausted, 
the difficulties of recruiting for the ensuing campaign from Germany 
great and notorious, though the demand was proportioned to the pros- 
perous state of their affairs ; from this quarter, therefore, they have 
little more to hope. To Bussia alone they may apply, if the cloud that 
is rising from Constantinople should blow over, without which it is im- 
possible they should have any aid from thence; but, if this should hap- 

* Passage in brackets omitted by Sparks. As to British maltreatment of prisoners!, 
see introduction, { 22; index, title Prisoners. 
tAs to tho want of authority for these statements, see introduction, <S$ 150-1. 
I Omitted by Sparks. 
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pen, it will be our endeavor, and I hope we shall succeed, in raising 
the opposition of other European powers to that measure. I mean to 
propose, on my return to Paris, the sounding both of the Emperor and 
the King of Prussia on this subject. The one wishes to promote the 
port of Ostend, the other of Emden,, and by these we may perhaps work 
them up to our wishes. 

It is upon this view of things that I found my hopes of the next cam- 
paign being the last struggle of any importance the enemy can make 
against us. The distress of their finances, and the difficulty of raising 
the supplies, are great. It is certain that the Dutch, on whom they so 
much depend, withhold their money as far as they can find Spanish 
paper to vest it in. The degree of their alarm from Prance and Spain 
may be seen from their embodying the militia, and their extensive 
preparations by sea. That this alarm will not bo suffered to subside I 
believe. Their divisions at home are apparent from the suspension of 
the habeas corpus act, which will probably realize their apprehensions 
of domestic troubles. 

I find that, in consequence of my application to the Count d'Aranda 
in Paris, he had written to his court here concerning the detention of 
the proceeds of some of your cargoes by the merchants of Cadiz. As 
soon as I can get an accurate statement of that affair from Mr. Thomas 
Morris, it will be put in a train of certainly obtaining justice. There 
arc some, I am informed, in the same situation at Lisbon, and I think 
we may feel the pulse of the new Government thereby applying to that 
court for justice. 

I subjoin an estimate of the current prices of several American arti- 
cles at Bilboa, and have the honor of being, etc. 

Arthur Lee. 

Flour, 16 pistareens per hundred- weight ; rice, from 20 to 22 do. per 
do.; fish, 22 to 30 do. per quintal; beeswax, from 212 to 215 do.; fine 
common sugars, from 49 to 54 do. per do. ; large brown cocoa, 6 bitts 
per lb.; indigo, from 7 to 10 pistareens per lb.; masts, yards, and spars 
in great demand ; furs the same ; tobacco lower in Spain than lateJy 
in France. 

P. S. As well as I can collect from the foreign papers, they have- 
passed a bill in England to enable the King to commit to any prison 
such persons as he susjjects of favoring America,* and to fix the crime 
of piracy on all those who are taken at sea with your commission. In 
some former resolution you declared that retaliation should be made on 
those who were suspected of favoring the measures of the British Gov- 
ernment in the States, and hitherto the American privateers have per- 
mitted the subjects of Great Britain to depart in peace. Our enemies 
are determined to show how unworthy they are of such lenity, as sev- 



* See index, titles Britain, Prisoners. 
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eral individuals, besides Captain Ross, have done. They will compel 
you to make it a war of revenge, not of_redress, 

[The measure of their iniquity is now full, when they have put the 
liberty of every subject in the power of the most merciless and unprin- 
cipled tyrant that ever disgraced a throne.]* 

It would not, I think, be difficult to negotiate a loan of money for the 
States of Virginia and South Carolina, through the Havana; if you 
think this would be useful, please to give your directions in it by the 
first opportunity. The present disposition to oblige us may not last 
forever. A. L. 



Franklin to A, Lee.t 

PASSY, March 21, 1777. 

Dear Sir: We have received your favors from Vitoria and Burgos. 
The Congress, sitting at Baltimore, dispatched a packet to us the 9tli 
of January, containing au account of the success at Trenton, and sub- 
sequent events to that date, as far as had come to knowledge. The 
vessel was obliged to run up a little river in Virginia, to avoid some 
men-of-war, and was detained there seventeen days, or we should have 
had these advices sootier, We learn, however, through England, where 
they have news from Few York to the 4th of February, that, in Lord 
Cornwallis's retreat to New Brunswick, two regiments of his rear- guard 
were cut to pieces; that General Washington having got round him to 
Newark and Elizabeth town, he had retired to Am boy, in his way to 
Sew York ; that General Howe had called in the garrisons of Fort Lee 
aud Fort Constitution, which were now possessed by our people; that 
on the York side Forts Washington and Independence were retaken by 
our troops, and that the British forces at Ehode Island were recalled 
for the defense of New York. 

The committee, in their letters, mention the intention of Congress to 
send ministers to the courts of Vienna, Tuscany, Holland, and Prussia. 
They also send us a fresh commission, containing your name instead of 
Mr. Jefferson's, witu this additional clause : " and also to enter into, 
and agree upon a treaty with His Most Christian Majesty, r such per- 
son or persons as shall be by him authorised for that purpose, for as- 
sistance in carrying on the present w^r between Great Britain and these 
United States." Tiie same clause is in a particular commission they 
have sent me to treat with the court of Spain, similar to our common 
commission for the court of France ;| and 1 am accordingly directed to 
go to Spain ; but as I know that choice was made merely on the suppo- 
sition of my being a little known there to the great personage {Dr. Ga- 

"Passage in brackets omitted in Sparkts' ed. 

tMSS. Dep. of State; H Sparks' Franklin, 205; 1 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Corr., ilR; 6 
Bigelow'a Franklin, 7S). 

t Set) 2 Secret Journal of Congress, 42, under tlie date of January 2, 1777. 
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briel)* Tor whom you Lave my letter (a circumstance of little impor- 
tance), ami I am really unable, through age, to bear the fatigue and 
inconvenience of such a jouruey, I must excuse myself to Congress, and 
join with Mr, Deane in requesting you to proceed in the business on the 
former footing till you can receive a particular commission from Congress, 
which will, no doubt, be sent as soon as the circumstances are known. 

We knowu of no plans or instructions transmitted to Mr. Deane but 
those you have with yon. By the packet, indeed, we have some fresh 
instructions which relate to your mission, viz, that in case France and 
Spain will enter into the war, the United States wilt assist the former 
in the conquest of the British sugar islands, and the latter in the con- 
quest of Portugal, promising the assistance of sis frigates, manned, of 
not less than twenty-four guns each, and provisions equal to $2,000,000 ; 
America desiring only for her share what Britain holds on the Conti- 
nent. But you shall, by the first safe opportunity, have the instructions 
at length. I believe we must send a courier. 

If we can, we are ordered to borrow £2,000,000 on interest. Judge, 
then, what a piece of service you will do if you can obtain a consider- 
able subsidy, or even a loan without interest. 

We are also ordered to build six ships of war. It is a pleasure to find 
the tilings ordered which we were doing without orders. 

We arc also to acquaint the several courts with the determination of 
America to maintain, at all events, our independence. You wili see by 
the date of the resolution relating to Portugal, as well as by the above, 
that the congress was stout in the midst of their difficulties. It would 
be well to sound the court of Spain on the subject of permitting our 
armed ships to bring prizes into her ports and there dispose of them. 
If it can be done openly, in what manner can we be accommodated with 
the use of their ports, or under what restrictions ! This government 
lias of late been a little nice on that head, and the orders to L'Orient 
have occasioned Captain Wickes some trouble. 

We have good advice of our friend at Amsterdam, that in the height 
of British pride on their summer success, and just before they heard of 
any check, the ambassador, Sir Joseph Yorke, t had been ordered to 
send a haughty memorial to the States, importing that notwithstanding 
their promises to restrain their subjects from supplying the rebels, it 
was notorious that those supplies were openly furnished by Hollanders 
at St. Eustatia; and that the governor of that island had returned 
from his fort the salute of a rebel ship of war with an equal number of guns; 

*So in draught letter, but Dot in Sparks' rendering, 
t Sec index, title Yorke. 

Sir Joseph Yorko was Ike third son of Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, and was British 
ambassador at the The Hague from 17. r >l to 17&J. He was subsequently » field mar- 
shal, and in 17B8 was created Baron Pover. He died in 1792. His course in the 
Netherlands was so arbitrary as greatly to increase their impatience of British influ- 
ence. 
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that his majesty justly and highly resented these proceedings, and de- 
manded that the States should, by more severe provisions, restrain that 
commerce; that they should declare their disapprobation of the iusoleut 
behaviour of their governor and punish him by an immediate recall; 
otherwise his majesty, who knows what appertains to the dignity of 
his crown, would take proper measures to vindicate it; and he required 
an immediate answer. The States coolly returned the memorial with 
only this answer, that when the respect duo to sovereigns was not pre 
served in a memorial it ought not to be expected in an answer. But 
the city of Amsterdam took fire at the insolence of it, and instructed 
their deputies in the States to demand satisfaction by the British 
court's disavowal of the memorial and a reprimand of the ambassador. 
The States immediately demanded a number of men-of-war ordered to 
be in readiness. Perhaps, since the bad news lias come, England may 
be civil enough to make up this little difference, 

Mr. Deane is still here. You desire our advice about your stopping 
at Burgos. We agree in opinion that you should comply with the re- 
quest. While we ate asking aid it is necessary to gratify the desires 
and in some sort comply with the humors of those we apply to. Our 
business now is to carry our point. But I have never yet changed the 
opinion J gave in Congress, that a virgin state should preserve the vir- 
gin character, and not go about Battering for alliances, bnfc wait with 
decent dignity for the application of others. I was overruled — perhaps 
for the best.* 

With the greatest esteem, I am ever, dear sir, your most obedient 
bumble servant, 

B. Franklin. 



W- Lee to Dumas, t 

London, March 21, 1777. 
Sir: Government here has received within these ten days past sev- 
eral expresses from General Howe, at New York, in North America, as 
late as the 19th of last February, which are, iu every respect, very 
disagreeable indeed. He writes in severe terms against General Heis- 
ter, whom he calls aw old iroman in the field and a stupid and incorrigi- 
ble blockhead iu the cabinet ; he also says that the Hessians and other 
Germans are the worst troops under his command, and are not fit to be 
trusted iu any business \\ he has, therefore, desired several particular 
English officers to be sent to command them ; some of them that he has 
pointed out have refnsed to go on such a forlorn hope ; but General Bur- 
goyne, much againsthis will, is, it seems, obliged to go, and one Colonel 

* Id this letter, in point of donbt, the original draft ia followed, 
t 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr.,225. 

t This is a mistake. General Howe spoke ivell of the Hessians as a body. See in- 
troduction, $ 22. 
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Charles Grey, who was only a lieutenant-colonel upon half pay," has 
agreed to go, being appointed to a regiment, with the rank of a major- 
general, in America- 
General Howe has, with some difficulty and considerable loss, got his 
troops back to New York that had attempted to make good their situ- 
ation at Brunswick, in the Jerseys, He has recalled the greater part of 
those troops that had been sent to Rhode Island. At New York they 
were in the greatest distress for all kinds of fresh provisions and vege- 
tables ; at the same time a fever, similar to the plague, prevailed there, 
that in all probability before the spring will carry oft' to the Ely si an 
shades at least one-half of the troops that remain there, and prepare an 
immediate grave for the Germans and all the other troops that are 
about to be sent to that infected place. At the same time we learn that 
the American army under General Washington increases in numbers 
every day, and, being accustomed to the climate, have kept the field in 
all the severe weather. Notwithstanding this melancholy prospect of 
affairs, our papers talk of a foreign war, but in my opinion we are in no 
condition to engage'in one, for you may be assured that we have not in 
the kingdom sailors enough to man fifteen ships of the line, though you 
may see thirty or forty ships put in commission, as the public prints 
will tell you. And as to soldiers, the draft for America hm been so 
great that we have not ten thousand in the whole Island, yet our min- 
isters have lately attempted to bully the States of Holland by a high- 
flying memorial relative to the conduct of some of their governors in 
the West Indies. It might, however, be attended with very serious 
consequences if the Hollanders were to take their money out of the 
English funds. 

William Lee. 

* 

P. S. — If you please, insert the foregoing in the Dutch, Brussels, 
Eraukfort, and Hamburg papers. 

* General Charles Grey (the first Earl Grey) began bis military service ou the staff of 
Prince Ferdinand, and was severely wounded at Mittdeu. He served in British 
campaigns in New Jersey and Pennsylvania in 1777-78 and was engaged in the capt- 
ure of Martinique and Guadeloupe at the time whenhis son Charles was attacking Pitt's 
policy iu the war with France. General Grey, at the time when the above letter was 
written, occupied a position, both iu military and social life, which did not call for 
this contemptuous way in which ho is spoken of by "William Lee as above. Perhaps 
the reference may be explained by the treatment Wilkes received from Sir Henry 
'Grey, of Howick (the elder brother of General Grey), who was not disposed, in Par- 
liament, to look with mercy on some of Wilkes' movements, 
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Agreement between Messrs, Franklin and Deane and the Farm era-General 
of France for the sale of a quantity of Tobacco.* 

[Translation. ] 

Marcit 24, 1777. ' 

Article L 

We, the undersigned, as well in our own name as by virtue of powers 
derived from the Congress of the United States of North America, 
promise and oblige ourselves to deliver, in the course of the present 
year, 1777, five thousand hogsheads, or five millions weight, of York 
and James River tobacco to the Farmers-General of Fiance, in the ports 
of France, 

Article IT. 

Tbe price of the tobacco thus delivered is fixed at eight sols per 
pound, net tobacco, mark weight, or forty livres touruois per cwt.,and 
delivered into stores of the Farmers- Gen era!. 

Aim c lb III, 

All average, rotten, or spoiled tobacco shall be cut off and deducted 
from the weight to be paid for, agreeably to the estimate, which shall 
be impartially made by experienced persons, by which ageueral average 
ahull be fixed instead thereof. 

Article IV. 

There shall be a deduction, moreover, of four per cent, under the title 
of allowance for good weight, eight pounds weight per hogshead for 
samples, and two per cent, discount on the amount of the invoice for 
prompt payment. 

Article V. 

The Farmers-General oblige themselves for the discharge of the 
amount of five thousand hogsheads, to remit at the disposal of Congress, 
and to pay into the hands of the banker who shall be appointed by 
Messrs. Frankliu and Deane, or to direct their receiver- general at 
Paris to accept the bills which shall be drawn upon him by Messrs. 
Franklin and Deane as far as a million of livres touruois, in the course 
of the ensuing month, and another million the instant of the arrival of 
the lirst ships loaded with tobacco, which shall be delivered to them ; 
the said two millions making the balance an entire payment for the five 
thousand hogsheads, or five million weight of tobacco, mark weight, 
sold by Congress at the price of eight sols per pound, before agreed 
upon. 

Article VI. 

Should Congress be able to seud to France a greater quantity of to- 
bacco, whatever shall exceed the value of the two millions advanced by 
the Farmers- General shnll be remitted to them by Messrs. Franklin and 

*MSS. Dep. of Statu; 1 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Corp., 206, 
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Deane, at the same price ami upon tbe same terms ; ami the Fanners- 
Geueral oblige themselves to pay tbe value thereof in cash or bills on 
their receiver- general, at three usances as customary. 

Aim cle VII. 

And I, the undersigned farmer-geueral, by virtue of a power vested 
in mo by my company, subject and oblige myself in its name, to tbe full 
and entire execution of the six foregoing stipulated articles; and for 
the execution of tbe preseut, the parties have chosen their dwellings, 
that is to say, for Messrs. Franklin and Deane, tbe Hamburgh Hotel, 
University street, Parish of St. Sulpice ; and for the Farmers-General, 
at tlie hotel of the King's Farms, Grenelle street, Parish of St. Eus- 
tache. 

Done and concluded in duplicates, at Paris, this 24th of March, 1777. 

B. Fkanklin, 
Silas Deane. 
Paulze. 



Agreement for Packets between M. Hay de Chaumont on the one part and 
Benjamin Franklin and Silas Deane, on the other,* viz: 

The said Ray de Cliaumont engages to equip, in some port of France, 
agreed to by tbe said Benjamin Franklin and Silas Deane, in each 
month, for tbe space of one year, counting from the month of May next, 
a pacliet-boat or vessel suitable for the carrying of dispatches between 
France and the United States of North America, which vessel or packet- 
boat shall be capable of carrying 30 tous of goods, without impeding 
her sailing to the best advantage ; and tbe said Kay de Chaumont shall 
be at tbe whole expense of equipping, victualing, etc., each of the said 
packet-boats, and shall furnish in each of them a passage for one per- 
son, sent by the said Franklin and Deane, to take charge of their dis- 
patches and goods shipped. Each packet-boat or vessel shall attend 
the orders of tbe said Franklin and Deane, in pursuing her voyage, for 
the safest and most certain delivery of the said dispatches and mer- 
chandise. 

The said Franklin and Deane shall have liberty to load a quantity of 
goods on board each packet-boat, to and from America, to tbe amount 
of 30 tous, consigned to their orders ; and they, the said Franklin and 
Deane, shall pay to the said Bay de Chaumont the sum of eight thou- 
sand livres for each voyage of each packet-boat, which sum of eight 
thousand livres shall be paid tbe said Kay de Chaumont in three months 
after the entering on each voyage successively, whether the packet-boat 
arrive in safety or not. 

* MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 208. This arrangement aevertook 
effect. See index, titles Packets, Chaumont. 
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The packet-boat shall not be delayed after her being ready to receive 
the goods, either iu France or America. The said packet-boats, with 
all their equipments, shall be solely at the risk and expense of the said 
Bay de Chauuiont ; but the goods to be shipped, as aforesaid, with the 
freight stipulated therefor, as above mentioned, shall be at the risk of 
the said Frauklin and Deane ; and the said Bay de Chaumont shall not, 
in case either said pocket-boats will carry more than the said 30 tons of 
goods, load them, or either of them, beyond the said quantity, so as iu 
any manner to impede their or her sailing to the best advantage. 

Id witness of which, the parties have subscribed three agreements, 
each of this tenor and date, at Paris, April, 1777. 

Bay be Ciiaumont. 

B. Franklin. 

Silas Deane. 



Deane to Dumas.* 

Paris, April 2, 1777, 
Sir : Mr. Canuiehael, who has regularly corresponded with you, has 
given you the salutation from time to time for myself. I have really 
had no leisure for several months to write a single letter bat what the 
instant necessity of the time required, and am much obliged to you for 
the regular information we have through him from you. Inclosed I send 
you a bill tor one thousand florins, which you will receive and credit the 
Congress for the same. As you have said nothing at anytime on the 
subject of your disbursements for the Congress the commissioners are 
ignorant of your situation in that respect and have desired me to send 
you the inclosed bill aud to ask of you to favor them with the general 
state of your disbursements, and to assure you that they are too sensi- 
ble of the services you are rendering their country to wish you to re- 
main without an adequate reward. We have no intelligence of any 
kind from America since the 1st of March last, and you have been in- 
formed of the situation of our affairs at that time. 
I am, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Franklin to M. Lith. t 

Paesy, near Paeis, April 6, 1777. 
Sie : I have just been honored with a letter from you, dated the 26th 
past, in which you express yourself as astonished, and appear to be 
angry, that you have no answer to a letter you wrote me on the 11th of 
December, which yon are sure was delivered to rae. 

*5 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Coir., 226, 
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In exculpation of myself, I assure you that I never received any letter 
from you of that date. Ami, indeed, being then but four days landed 
at Nantes, I think you could scarce have heard so soon of my beiug iu 
Europe. 

But I received one from you of the 8th of January, which I own I did 
uot answer. It may displease you if I give you the reason, but, as it 
may be of use to you in your future correspondences, I will hazard tLiat 
for a gentleman to whom I feel myself obliged, as an American, ou 
account of his good will to our cause. 

Whoever writes to a stranger should observe three points : 1. That 
what be proposes be practicable ; 2. His propositions should be made in 
explicit terras, so as to be easily understood ; 3. What he desires should 
be in itself reasonable. Hereby he will give a favorable impression of 
his understanding, and create a desire of further acquaintance. Now 
it happened that you were negligent in all these points; for, first, yon 
desired to have raeaus procured for you of taking a voyage to America 
avev mretc, which is not possible, as the dangers of the sea subsist 
always, and at present there is the additional danger of being take u by 
the English. Then you desire that this may be sans trop grcmdes 
dcpenses, which is not intelligible enough to be answered, because, not 
knowing your ability of bearing expenses, one can not judge what may 
be trop grandes. Lastly, you desire letters of address to the Congress 
and to General Washington, which it is not reasonable to ask of one 
who knows no more of you than that your name is Lith and that you 
live at Bayreuth. 

In your last you also express yourself in vague terms when yon de- 
sire to be informed whether you may expect d'Stre regu Wune manidre 
convenahle in our troops. As it is impossible to know what your ideas 
are of the maniere convenable, how can one answer this! And then 
you demand, whetherl will support you by authority in giving you let- 
ters of recommendation, I doubt not your being a man of merit, and, 
kuowing it yourself, you may forget that it is not known to everybody; 
but reflect a moment, sir, and you will be convinced, that if I were to 
practice giving letters of recommendation to persons of whoso character 
I know uo more than I do of yours, my recommendations would soon 
he of uo authority at all. 

I thank you, however, for your kind desire of being serviceable to my 
country ra en, and I wish in return that I could be of service to you in 
the scheme you have formed of going to America. But numbers of 
experienced officers here have offered to go over and join our army, 
and I could give them no encouragement, because I have no orders for 
that purpose, and I know it extremely difficult to place tbem when 
they arrive there. I can not but think, therefore, that it is best for yon 
not to make so long, so expensive, and so hazardous a voyage, but to 
take the advice of your frieuds, and " stay in Franeonia." 
I have, etc., 

B. Franklin, 
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Franklin to D'Aianda, Spanish Ambassador to tbe Court of Prance.* 

PASSY, April 7, 1777. 

Sir : I left iu your excellency's hands, to be communicated, if you 
please, to your court, a, duplicate of the commission from Congress ap- 
pointing me to go to Spain as their minister plenipotentiary. But as I 
understand that the receiving such a minister is not at present thought 
convenient, and I am sure the Congress would have nothing done that 
might incommode in the least a court they so much respect, I shall, 
therefore, postpone that journey till circumstances may make it more 
suitable. In tbe mean time, 1 beg leave to lay before bis catholic majesty, 
through the bands of your excellency, the propositions contained in a 
resolution of Congress, dated December 30, 1776, viz : 

"That if bis catholic majesty will join with the United States in a 
war against Great Britain, they will assist in reducing to the possessiou 
of Spain the town and harbor of Peusacola; provided the inhabitants 
of the TJuited States shall have the tree navigation of the Mississippi, 
and the use of the harbor of Pensacola; and will (provided it shall bo 
true that his Portuguese majesty has insultingly expelled the vessels 
of these States from his ports, or has confiscated any such vessels) de- 
clare war against the said kiug, if that measure shall bo agreeable to, 
and supported by, the courts of Franco and Spain." 

It is understood that the strictest uniou subsists between these two 
courts ; and in case Spain and Prance should think tit to attempt the 
conquest of the English sugar islands, Congress have further proposed 
to furnish provisions to the amount of two mi il ions of dollars, and to 
join the tieet employed on the occasion with six frigates of not less than 
twenty-four guns each, manned and fitted for service ; and to render any 
other assistance which may be in their power, as becomes good allies; 
without desiring for themselves the possessiou of any of the said 
islands. 

These propositions are subject to discussion, and to receive such mod- 
ification as ma? be found proper. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be your excellency's most 
obedient and most humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 



Deane to the President of Congress, t 

Paris, April 8, 1777. 
Sir; The bearer, Yiscouut Mourreu, is the gentleman of whom 1 
formerly wrote, and who has been long detained by a variety of acci- 
dents which he can relate to you at large. The engagements taken 
with him were previous to the arrival of my colleagues, who have not, 

* 2 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Corr., 9 ; 6 Bigelow's Franklin, 86; see introduction, {} 
tMSS. Dep. of State : 1 Sparks' Dip. Ray, Corr., 78, 
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therefore, intermeddled in the affair. His character and abilities are 
high in estimation here, and the OointedeBroglio has written in partic- 
ular to General Washington. Fie served under the comte, who com- 
manded the armies of France with reputation iu the last war. 
I have the honor to be, with the most profound respect, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Duma a to Committee of Foreign Affairs. T 

The Haguk, April 12, 1777. 
Gentlemen: Theletterof the date of October 24, 1776, with which 
yea have honored me, did not arrive till the 4th of February this year. 
Sensible as I ought to be, gentlemen, of the great honor you do me in 
charging me to continue with you the correspondence which Dr. Frank- 
lin commenced aud maintained with me on the affairs of the United 
States, 1 am only able to repeat what I have written to him aud to the 
honorable committee of foreign affairs, of which he was then a member, 
that I will ever impose on myself a sacred law to answer your confi- 
dence aud expectation. You will have here annexed a copy of letters 
which have been written to me by the French miuisters at the Hague, 
the Abbe Desnoyers and the Duo de la Vaugnyon. You will easily 
conjecture the contents of those which I wrote to them, aud which are 
too long to recite here; moreover, a copy of the whole was not pre- 
served. 

As to what you add, gentlemen, that my expenses and labors shall 
be re imbursed and compensated, 1 have the honor to say to you that 
I should esteem myself the most happy of men in being able to make 
without return all the advances and services of which you have need to 
sustain this memorable war. The Supreme Being, who sees the depth 
of my heart, is wituess to the truth of this sentiment iu all its extent. 
But to my great regret, although without shame, I avow myself as poor 
in means as rich iu good will. The draft remitted to me by Dr. Frauk- 
liu, of oue hundred pounds sterling, on London, has been paid. On the 
other hand, since I received Dr. Franklin's letter and the orders of the 
committee, I have not hesitated to sacrifice to a eommissiou so impor- 
tant, so honorable, and so agreeable to my principles and taste, not only 
a small running pension of sixty pounds which a book-seller paid me for 
a part of my time that was devoted to a work an account of which I com- 
municated to Dr. Franklin some years since, but also about seventy 
pounds which I have already received for part of the work delivered, 
without which, considering my other actual duties, it would have been 
impossible for me to have time to attend to the execution of these orders. 
If I add to this at least fifty pounds that 1 have spent iu postages, 
traveling charges, aud other expenses, I find myself at this time sev- 
enty pounds, at least, in advance. But I should be very sorry, gentle- 

* 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 227. 
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men, that what I say here should turn you an instant from the important 
duties requiring your constant attention. For the same reason I have 
been unwilling to interrupt with these details the occupations of our 
gentlemen at Paris. If (which God forbid) America have not the suc- 
cess which my heart desires, her misfortunes will afflict me infinitely 
more than my loss. But if, on the contrary, I sball have the satisfaction 
to see liberty established and her prosperity secured, I doubt not she will 
render me an ample indemnity and reward. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Dumas. 



Franklin, Deane, aafl Lee to Schulenburg, Minister to the King of Prussia.* 

Paeis, Afrit 19, 1777. 

Sie: We received the letter which you did us tire honor to write to 
us of the 15th ultimo, and should earlier have replied particularly 
thereto but from the daily expectation we had of receiving orders front 
the Congress of the United States on this important subject. We have 
their commands to inform his Prussian majesty's ambassador here, 
that they propose to send a minister to your respected court with all 
convenient expedition, properly empowered to treat upon affairs of im- 
portance, and that we are in the meantime instructed and authorized 
uy Congress to solicit the friendship of your court, to request that it 
would afford no aid to their enemies, but use its good offices to prevent 
the lauding of troops by other powers to be transported to America for 
their destruction, and to offer the free commerce of the United States 
to the subjects of Prussia. 

We have taken the earliest opportunity of obeying these commands. 
But considering the great importance of establishing a free commerce 
between the two countries as soon as possible, and confident that every 
objection may he obviated, and the wished-for intercourse opened and 
established on the most certain and beneficial grounds to promote the 
interest of both countries, we propose that one of us shall wait on your 
excellency as soon as conveniently may be done, to explain personally 
the situation of America, the nafure, extent, and importance of its 
commerce, and the methods by which it may be carried on with Prussia 
to mutual advantage. In the proposed interview we are confident the 
difficulties mentioned by your excellency may be surmounted, and a 
very considerable part of American commerce be turned to Prussia hy 
measures neither dangerous nor expensive. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Feanklin. 
Silas Deane. 
Aethub Lee. 

' MSS. Dep. of State j 1 Sparks' Dip. Eov. Corr., 41ei. 
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Franklin, Deane, and Lee to Ponte de Lima, the Ambassador from Portugal, " 

Paris, April 26, 1777. 
Sir : The Congress of the United States of America Lave seen a paper 
purporting to be an edict of his Portuguese majesty, dated at the 
Ptvlaee of Ajuda the 4th of July, 1776, m which the said States are treated 
with contumely, their ships, however distressed, forbidden to enter any 
port in his dominions, and his subjects everywhere forbidden to afford 
them the leastshelter or relief. But as this instrument has not been 
coin in u ideated to the Congress with any circumstauce of authenticity, 
and appears only in gazettes which frequently contain fictitious pieces 
not to be relied on ; as a long friendship and commerce has subsisted 
between the Portuguese and the inhabitants of North America, whereby 
Portugal has been supplied with the most necessary commodities in ex- 
change for her superfluities, and not the least injury has ever been 
committed or even offered by America to that kingdom, the United 
States can scarcely bring themselves to believe that the said edict is 
genuine, aud that Portugal, which, but little more than a century since, 
was with respect to its former government in a situation similar to 
theirs, should be the first to reproach them with it as a crime that ren- 
dered them unworthy of the common rights of humanity, and should be 
the ouly power in Europe that has rejected their commerce and assumed 
to judge their cause, and condemn them without authority, hearing, or 
inquiry. We, therefore, being ministers of the Congress of the said 
United States, have been charged by them to represent to his most 
faithful majesty their sincere desire to live in peace with all mankind, 
aud particularly with his nation ; that if he has been by their enemies 
surprised into the issuing of such an edict, he would be pleased in his 
wisdom to reconsider and revoke it ; aud that he would heuceforth permit 
the continuance of the said friendly and commercial intercourse between 
his people and theirs which has ever been so advantageous to both. 
This representation we now take the liberty of making to your court 
through the medium of your excellency ; and whatever might have 
beeu its reception if it had been made before the late change, we do 
not allow ourselves to doubt of its having in due time a favorable 
answer, being persuaded from the equitable character of the present 
government that the measure iu question can not be approved of, and 
such unworthy treatment continued towards an inoffensive and friendly 
people. 

With great respect, we have the houor to be, your excellency's most 
obedient aud most humble servants, 

B. Franklin, 
Silas Deane, 
Abthob Lee, 
Co mmissionern Plenip o ten tiary 
for the United States of North America.] 

* li Bijielow's Franklin, U:J. 

I Another draft of this paper la iu 6 Bigelow's Frauklfn, 91, 
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Ga'.doqui to Lee. " 

m 

Madrid, April 28, 1777. 
Dear Sir: The 24th instant I had the pleasure to pay my last com- 
pliments to you, inclosing tweuty seeoud bills amounting to 81,000 livres, 
French mouey, as per duplicates herein, to serve in case of need; and 
being still without your favors, 1 have only to forward yon a further 
sum of 106,500 livres, in sixteen bills, as per memorandum at foot hereof, 
with which I beg your doing the needfrd as usual, and pass the same 
to my credit, advising me of it in due time, by which you will oblige him 
who longs for the pleasure of heariug from you, and is with very un- 
feigned esteem and respect, etc. 

James Gardoqui. 



A MINUTE OV Til K SIXTH BX INCLOSED B 1 1,1.5, 

Livres 6, 000 dr<WD by 1'. Joyes & Sous, 011 Tourtou & Uaur. 



6, 100 do. do. 

B, 150 do. do. 

6, 200 do. do. 

6, 250 do. do. 

B, 300 do. do. 

6, -100 do. do. 

(i, 000 do, do. 
5, 000 draivti by F. Vre. Gorvea, ou TassiD, Father & Son. 

Li, 000 do. do. 

(j,r>00 do. do, 

6, 800 do. do. 

7, 000 do, do. 

7,500 do, do, 

8, 000 do. do. 

8, 800 do. do. 



106,500 in sixteen second bills, all at 'JO days' date, with which pray 
procure the first accepted, acknowledging receipt as soon as possible. 



Carmlchael to Dumas.) 

PARIS, April 28, 1777. 
Sir : Although nothing new has bappeued to us here worthy of no- 
tice, I take up my pen merely to assure you that our want of punct- 
uality is not owing to want of friendship or respect. To entertain you 
with continued complaints of the inactivity of the European powers is 
a subject which I wish to banish as much from my thoughts as 1 do our 
enemies from our country. We are now acting a play which pleases all 
the spectators, but none seem inclined to pay the performers. All that 
we seem likely to obtain from them is applause. When Isay all, I mean 
anything that will materially help our cause. This campaign will de- 
cide the fate of the war, though it may not finish it. The want of res- 
olution in the House of Bourbon to assist us in the hour of distress 
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will be an argument with our people, if successful, to form uo binding 
connections with them. If conquered, they will follow the conduct of 
the unsupported Scots in the war of 1745. 

In the meantime they, to secure the little assistance which other 
princes may be induced to give them, must offer a share of that com- 
merce to others which France might have wholly to itself. England is 
now offering to relinquish a share of a lucrative commerce to France 
ou condition that the latter shuts its ports against us. But a few weeks 
ago an English agent assured me that the English administration saw 
through the designs of the House of Bourbon, saw that they meant to 
weaken us both, and by that means command us, and he offered every 
security America could wish to preserve its liberties as they stood in 
the year 1763, and a repeal of such acts as bound tbeir trade previous 
to that, only that they must so far comply with the King's humor as 
not to give up his sovereignty, which would be of no use to him were 
the privilege's 6f the Americans extended to the latitude mentioned. 

To be the instrumentof inducing my countrymen to accept these terms, 
the possession of an affluent income was offered to be secured to me in 
any part of the world I chose, whether successful or not in the attempt. 
You may judge how our conference ended. One reason why I am in- 
duced to stay in Europe is, that I should be obliged to give, in America, 
a faithful account of the situation of their affairs in Europe; as I am 
sure that the picture would be worth more to England than their subsi- 
dies to your hero, the Margrave of Hesse. We shall never be the sub- 
jects of the British Crown, I believe; but unless openly assisted by a 
power in Europe, we shall bean impoverished people, unable to distress 
our enemies abroad or to assist our friends. I am so confident myself of 
the interior weakness of England, that I would sacrifice my life ou the 
issue, that if France, Spain, and the Emperor, would only agree to 
acknowledge the independence of the United States, there would not 
be occasion to strike a blow ; from that moment the credit of England 
would be no more; inspirited by such a resolution taken in our favor in 
Europe, we would drive her armies from America, and soon her fleets 
from our coasts ; but these generous resolutions subsist not in European 
politics. I hoped to have soon seen you, but your last letter, and one 
from Sir George Grand, have altered my resolution on that head. I 
have been laboring here to put you in such a situation as to enable you 
to follow the dictates of your own generous hearts in serving us more 
effectually, but the torpedo has struck us too. 
Adieu. 

William Carmichael. 
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Franklin, Deane, and Lee to Jonathan Williams.* 

Paeis, J/ay 1, 1777. 
Sib : M. Comic, of Morlaix, will order to your care a small vesse!, de- 
signed as a packet for America. You will see by the contract copy in- 
closed, that we are to load goods to a certain amount, as she is instantly 
to be dispatched; we desire yon wiil pnt the quantity of goods to be 
sent in her ont of the bales on hand. We have ordered that future 
packets coming from America, or elsewhere, to Mantes for us shall l>e 
ouder your direction, of which yon have informed M. Penet and ilr. 
M< rris; yoa will, therefore, on the arrival of any vessel from America 
with dispatches for ns, inform the captains, or persons charged with 
them, of your appointment, receive the letters, and send them to ns in 
the most safe and expeditions manner. We advise yon to charge the 
person bringing dispatches to say not a word of his errand to any one, 
and we confide in your prudence to conduct the receiving as well us the 
expedition of the packets with all possible secrecy. 
We are, sir, etc., 

b. fbaxklix 
Six as Deane. 
Abthtb Lee. 



Fr anklin to Ctishillg.t 

Paeis, May 1, 17T7. 

Sib : I thank yon for your kind congratulations on my arrival here, 
and shall be happy in finding that our negotiations on this side the 
water are of effectual service to our country. 

The general news here is, that all Europe is arming and preparing 
for war, as if it were soon expected. Many of the powers, however, 
have their reasons for endeavoring to postpone it, at least a few months 
longer. 

Our enemies will not be able to send against us all the strength they 
intended: they can procure bnt few Germans, and their recruiting and 
impressing at borne goes on bnt heavily. They threaten, however, and 
give out. that Lord Howe h to bombard Boston this summer, and Bnr- 
goyne, with the troops from Canada, to destroy Providence and lay 
waste Ccnnecticut; while Howe marches against Philadelphia. They 
will do ns, undoubtedly, as much mischief as they can : but the virtue 
and bravery of our countrymen will, with the blessing of God, prevent 
part of what they intend, and nobly bear the rest. This campaign is 
entered upon with a mixture of rage and despair, as their whole scheme 
of reducing us depends upon its success : the wisest of the nation being 
clear, that if this fails, administration will not be able to support an- 
other. 

* 1 Sparks, Dip Bev. Core., 209. t M.s*. Dep. of State. 
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We just now hear from Port L'Orient that a privateer from Boston, 
the brig Rising States, Captain Thomson, has sent in a prize there, 
laden with fruit and wine from Lisbon to London, being the third she 
has taken. And Mr. Greenwood, a painter, formerly of Boston, who 
was here a few days since, and returned to London, writes from Dover 
that he saw lauded there eight captains and their mates, out of a Dutch 
homeward-bound ship, which had been put on board her in the chan- 
nel by an American privateer, who had taken their several ships and 
burnt two of them. We do not know the privateer's name. 
With great respect, etc., 

B. Franklin. 

Franklin to John Winthrop." 

Paeis, May 1, 1777. 

Dear Sir : I received your kind letter of February 28, which gave 
me great pleasure, 1 forwarded your letter to Dr. Price, who was well 
lately; but his friends, oti his account, were under some apprehensions 
from the violence of government, iti consequence of his late excellent 
publications in favor of liberty. 1 wish all the friends of liberty and of 
man would leave that sink of corruption and leave it to its fate. 

The people of this country are almost unanimously in our favor. The 
government has its reasons for postponing a war but is making daily 
the most diligent preparations wherein Spain goes hand in hand. In the 
mean time America has the whole harvest of prizes made upon the Brit- 
ish commerce, a kind of monopoly that has its advantages, as by afford- 
ing greater encouragement to our cruisers, it increases the number ot 
our seamen and thereby augments our naval power. 

The conduct of those princes of Germany who bave sold the blood 
of their people has subjected them to the contempt and odium of all 
Europe. Tue Prince of Anspach, whose recruits mutinied and refused 
to march, was obliged to disarm and fetter them, and drive them to the 
seaside by the help of his guards, himself attending in person. In bis 
return he was publicly hooted by mobs through every town he passed 
in Holland, with all sorts of reproachful epithets. The King of Prus- 
sia's humor of obliging those princes to pay him the same toll per bead 
for the men they drive through his dominions as used to be paid him 
for their cattle, because they were sold as such, is generally spoken of 
with approbation, as containing a just reproof of those tyrants. I send 
you inclosed one of the many satires that have appeared on this occa- 
sion, f 

" C Bigolow's Franklin, 97. 

t This practical joke of Frederick's was fully warranted by the nature of the traffic 
in which his fellow-sovereigns were embarked. George III, in one of his letters to 
Lord North, dated from Kew, August 20, 1775, said : 

"As to the proposals transmitted by Mr. Romer, they all end in corps of officers, 
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With best wishes of prosperity to yourself aud to my dear country, 
where I hope to spend my last years, and lay my bones, 
I am ever, dear sir, your affectionate friend, 

B. Franklin. 



Franklin to Samuel Cooper," 

Paris, May I, 1777. 

I thank you for your kiud congratulations ou my safe arrival here 
and for your good wishes, lam, as you supposed treated with great 
civility and respect by all orders of people; but it gives me still greater 
satisfaction to find that our being here is of some use to our country. 
On that head I can not be more explicit at preseut. 

I rejoice with yon iu the happy change of affairs in America last 
winter. I hope the same train of success will continue through the sum- 
mer. Our enemies are disappointed it) the number of additional troops 
they purpose to send over. What they have been able to muster will not 
probably recruit their army to the state it was in the beginning of last 
campaign ; aud ours, I hope, will be equally numerous, better armed, 
and better clothed than I hey have been heretofore. 

All Europe is on our side of the question, as far as applause and good 

which can not be done but by act of Pari i auien t ; the only idea these Germans ought 
to addojit (sic) it the being contractors for raising recruits and fixing the price they mil 
deliver them at Hamburg, Rotterdam, and any other port tbey may propose." 
Thin is very much in the style of a cattle-trader. 

Schiller, in his " Kabale und Liebe," Act II, scene 9, glances at tlie ill-repute in 
which this white slave-trading was held iu Germany ; and iu a letter from Frederick 
to Voltaire wo have his opinion again : 

"Je vous remercie du ■ eatecliisino des Souverains,' production que jo u'attendais 
pas do M. Ic Landgrave de Hesse. Vous me faites trop d'honnenrde in'attribner sou 
education. S'il ctait sorti de ruon ecole, il ne se sei-ait point fait catholinue et il 
n'aurait pas veudu ses sujets aux Anglais coinine on vend le betail pour l'egorger."— 
" Oiuvres posth. do Frederic," torn. 1., p. 3£>. 

The sympathies of Frederick iu these days were all with the French and Americans 
as against England. The writer of the " Correspondence, secrete et iittfditesur Louis 
XVI, Marie Antoinette," etc.. says under date of November 3, 1777, vol. 1, p. 10th 

"In a letter which the King of Prussia has written to one of his literary corre- 
spondents in Paris, this passage occurs: 1 1 seud you my secret against hydrophobia; 
it is certain that it has failed iu none of the trials I have given it hero. It should he 
administered to the British Parliament, which acts like an infuriated fool in the 
American business. It is now about to embroil itself again with Russia. I have the 
abiding hope that yon will dou your cuirass agaiust. this God dem ; that yon will aid 
the Colouies to become free, and retake Canada, which they ho wrongfully took from 
you. It is the wish of my heart, and it should bo also the dictate of policy. 1 " 

The same authority cites another letter from the samu source to D'Alembert, just 
two weeks later, in which the king says: "I like these bravo fellows, and can not 
help secretly hoping for their success. It must be admitted that you are very pacific." 

Iu less than three months from this t ime t bo alliance bet weeu the Colonics and 
France was signed. — BlMKLOW. 

"6 Higelow's Franklin, itt>. 
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wishes can carry them. Those who live under arbitrary power do never- 
theless approve of liberty, and wish for it; they almost despair of re- 
covering it iti Europe; they read the translations of our separate colony 
constitutions with rapture, and there are such numbers everywhere who 
talk of removing to America with their families and fortunes as soon as 
peace aud our independence shall be established, that it is generally 
believed we shall have a prodigions addition of strength, wealth, and 
arts, from the emigration of Europe; and it is thought that to lessen 
or prevent such emigrations the tyrannies established there must relax 
and allow more liberty to their people. Hence it is a common observa- 
tion here that our cause is the cause of all mankind, and that we are fight- 
ing for their liberty in defending our own. It is a glorious task assigned 
us by Providence, which has, I trust, given ub spirit and virtue equal 
to it, and will at last crown it with success. 

I am ever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 

B. Franklin. 



Harrison et at., Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners at Paris.* 

Philadelphia, May 2, 1777. 

Gentlemen: Your dispatches, dated February 6 and 8, were safely 
received by us about the middle of April. We observe your remarks 
on the timorousness of the French merchants respecting the form- 
ing of trading companies, which you say is occasioned by the change 
and fluctuation of news. That the spirit for trade will always be gov- 
erned by the rise and fall of military strength is a maxim always to be 
admitted in the first attempts to establish a commerce between any two 
nations, because success in war is supposed to give security or protec- 
tion to it ; but this timidity ceases naturally as soon as a trade is opened, 
for losing or gaining after that equally produces a spirit of adventuring 
further. Therefore we wish to enter into a trade with them as soon as 
possible, because, as nothing can abridge or prevent their profits but 
the enemy's making prizes of their ships, the consequence will be that 
they will either be encouraged by the gain or aggravated by the loss 
to come to a serious understanding with the court of Britain. We ad- 
vise you to be constantly holding up the great advantages which the 
crown and commerce would receive by their possessing themselves of 
the West Indies ; and we trust to your wisdom in making all the use 
possible of the English newspapers, as a channel through which to 
counteract the folly and falsehood of which you complain; and rest 
assured that every material circutnstauce, either for or against, will be 
dispatched to you with the utmost expedition. 

By information from New York it appears that the more discerning 
part of the English generals begiu to give up the thought of conquest, 

• MSS. Dep. of State : I Sparks' Dip. Kev, Oorr., 209, with verbal changes. 
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ami of consequence the fear of totally losing tbe trade of America 
must accompany the despair of arms; therefore we conceive that (1m 
English newspapers are now calculated to deter the French from 
beginning to taste the sweets of onr trade- Their falsehoods, rightly 
understood, are the barometers of their fears; and in proportion as 
the political atmosphere presses downward, the spirit of faction is 
obliged to rise. We wish it to be understood that we pay too much 
respect to the wisdom of the French cabinet lo suppose that they 
can be influenced by such efforts of visible despair, and that wc have 
too much reverence for the honor of the American Congress to 
prostitute its authority by filling our own newspapers with the same 
kind of invented tales which characterize the Loudon Gazette. 

We observe that General Howe, in his letter to the Administration, 
printed in the Loudon Gazette of December 30, apologizes for not 
having written to them since his taking possession of New York, 
nearly three months. Here is tbe proper field to speculate on silence, 
because his business is conquest, ours defense and repulse ; an d b e can se, 
likewise, he has the sea in ore open to him than we have, had he any- 
thing to send that would please. Therefore, silence on his part is 
always to be considered as a species of good news on ours. 

The Congress highly approve your dividing yourselves to foreign 
courts, and have sent commissions for that purpose, and likewise com- 
missions for fitting out privateers in France. 

The Mercury, from Nantes, is safely arrived in New Hampshire. The 
AmphttriU and Seine we are yet in hopes of. We shall notice the con- 
duct of Nicholas Davis. We have presented Marshal Maillebois's sen- 
timents on the mode of war to Cougress, who are greatly pleased there- 
with, and entertain a high respect for the author. 

Our last account gave you a state of news down to March, since which 
nothing material happened. The enemy, wearied and disappointed in 
their last winter's campaign, still continue in a state of dormancy at 
New York and Brunswick. The Congress is returned to Philadelphia. 
General Washington remains at Morristown, aud occupies the same 
posts as when the last dispatches were sent you. The principal object 
now is the recruiting service, which has been greatly promoted by some 
late resolves of Congress. Our troops have beets under inoculation for 
the small-pox with good success, which we hope will be a means of pre- 
serving them from fevers in summer. However, it will frustrate otic 
cannibal scheme of our enemies, who have constantly fought us with 
that disease by introducing it among our troops. 

When we look back to the beginning of last December, and see our 
army reduced to between two and tree thousand men, occasioned by the 
expiration of the time for which they were enlisted, we feel exceedingly 
happy in contemplating the agreeable condition aud prospect our affairs 
are now in. We have, since that period, reduced the enemy more than 
our whole army at that time amounted to; and scarce a day passes in 
which they do not suffer either by skirmishes or desertions- 
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The Congress have ft in contemplation to remote tlie garrison from 
the present fort, in the district of Ticonderoga, to Fort Independence, in 
the same district, which they judge will command that pass with greater 
advantage, and is a much healthier situation. We mention this, as the 
enemy will probably give an air of triumph to the evacuation, should 
it be done. The distance between the two is about a quarter of a mile. 
As General Howe is preparing a bridge of boats, we think it possible 
that he might, by a sudden and forced march, reach this city ; but we 
are clearly of opinion that lie would be ruined by the event; and though 
we are not under much apprehension of sucb a movement, yet we think 
it proper to give you the case, with our opinion thereon. 
We are, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servants, 

Benjamin Harrison. 

Robert Morris. 

Thomas Hayward. 

James Lovell. 



A. Lee to G-ardoqui," 

Paris, May S, 1777. 

Dear Sir : I received yours of the 24th ultimo, with its inclosures, 
which I have disposed of as the inclosed receipt will show. It is taken 
for granted that they are for tiie purposes settled at Vitoria, and to such 
the produce of them and of the rest will be applied. 

I beg you will express ray warmest sense of this assistance, where you 
know the expression of it is due. The business in which we have en- 
gaged in Holland will be much more expensive than the estimate, which 
is too often the case. Assistance therefore comes very apropos. As I 
am obliged to make another little journey, I must beg you for the future 
to correspond with Dr. Franklin, and substitute his name for mine on 
the paper. He will do everything that is necessary, and correspond 
with you in my place. You are not likely to be a loser by the change. 

We have not had any express lately from America, but expect one 
every moment. Our enemies have had several, and as they choose to 
he perfectly silent as to their contents, and leave the public to reports 
and conjectures, it is presumable that, at least, nothing favorable has 
happened on their side. The Congress is certainly returned to Phila- 
delphia, which is an unquestionable proof of the security in which our 
late advantages have placed that city. We have tost within these two 
months four very valuable rice, indigo, and tobacco ships by treachery 
and capture. But in return, one week's advices of the captures ue have 
made, according to the estimate in London, exceeds £200,000 sterling 
in British goods. Indeed, common sense might have forewarned them 
of this, because they have twenty sbips at sea for one of ours, and the 
number of privateers is always in proportion lo the temptation, that is 
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to the probability of making prizes. WitLout tlie second sight, there- 
fore, of their Scotch, advisers, they might have foreseen that their com- 
merce would suffer infinitely in this foolish, and wicked war. 
1 have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 

A. Lee to Schulenburg." 

PARIS, May S, 1777. 

Sir: In consequence of the letter wbicb, in conjunction with my 
brother commissioners, Dr. Franklin and Mr. Deane, I had the honor of 
writing to your excellency, I intended to depart from hence for Berlin 
before this time. But an accident having happened, which inevitably 
prevents me from setting out, I am under great anxiety lest your ex- 
cellency should impute my delay to a want of that perfect respect which 
I ought to feel for your excellency's court and character. 

I must, therefore, entreat you, sir, to believe that nothing can be more 
painful to me than the necessity which delays and will delay me for 
some days longer, and that I will not intentionally lose one moment in 
preparing to testify in person with what entire respect and consideration 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Harrison et al. Committee of Foreign Affairs, to Dumas. I 

Philadelphia, May 8, 1777. 

Sir : We have received your several favors to the 1st of May j: and 
shall always have a grateful memory of your sentiments and exertions 
in our cause, but as we have new commissioners settled in France, we 
think it needless that you should be at the trouble of forwarding to us 
from time to time, that collection of papers which we formerly men- 
tioned to you. We shall inform our friends at Paris of our opinion on 
this head and leave it to them to point out the way in which your zeal 
may be most useful to them and us with the least degree of trouble to 
yourself and injury to your domestic interests. 

The humility of the Count de Weldereu's memorial seems to have 
been followed by some positive orders to our disadvantage in the West 
Indies. We doubt not you will continue to give our commissioners at 
Paris the fullest information on all such points, from whom we shall 
consequently obtain it. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

Benj. Harrison. 
Robert Morris. 

James Loveli~_ 

* 1 parks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 42] . 
tS Sparks' Dip. Rov. Corr., y30. 

(Tuub ia ibe origiua], but probably aii error id tbe luoiiib, as this latter in dated 
on tbe 8tli of May.— Sfahks. 
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Morris et al., Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners at Paris." 

Philadelphia, May 9, 1777, 
Gentlemen : This letter is intended to be delivered to you by Jolm 
Paul Jones, an active and brave commivnder in our navy, who lias 
already performed signal services in vessels*of little force; and, iu re- 
ward for his zeal, we have directed Uiln to go on board the Amphitrite, 
a French ship of twenty guns, that brought in a valuable cargo of 
stores from Messrs. Hortalez &Co., and with her to repair to France. He 
takes with him his commission, some officers and men ; so that we hope 
he will, under that sanction, make some good prizes with the Amphi- 
trite ; but our design of sending him is (with the approbation of Con- 
gress) that they may purchase one of those fine frigates that Mr. Deaue 
writes us you can get, and invest him with the command thereof as soon 
as possible. We hope you may not delay this business one moment, 
but purchase, iu such port or place in Europe as it can be done with 
most convenience and dispatch, a fine, fast-sailing frigate, or larger 
ship. Direct Captain Jones where he must repair to, and he will take 
with him his officers and men towards manning her. You will assign 
him some good house, or agent, to supply him with every thing neces- 
sary to get the ship speedily and well equipped and manned, somebody 
that will bestir himself vigorously iu the business, and never quit until 
it is accomplished. 

If you have any plan or service to be performed in Europe by such a 
ship, that you think will be more for the interest and honor of these 
States than sending her out directly, Captain Jones is instructed to 
obey your orders, and, to save repetition, let him lay before you the in- 
structions we have given him, and furnish you with a copy thereof ; 
you can then judge what will be necessary for you to direct him in ; and 
whatsoever you do will be approved, as it will undoubtedly tend to pro- 
mote the public service of this country. 

You see by this step how much dependence Congress places in your 
advices, and you must make it a point not to disappoint Captain Jones's 
wishes and our expectations on this occasion. 

We are, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servants, 

Robert Mokris. 

Richard Henry Lee. 

William Whipple. 

PniLip Livingston. 



• 1 Sparks' Dip, Kev. Corr., 212. 
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Carmicliael to Dumas." 

Paris, May 9, 1777. 

Sir : At length we have au opportunity of discovering what we have 
long imagined, the arts which the English Government has made use 
of to circulate their various falsehoods through Europe respecting 
their affairs in America. Their packet from Hard wick to Helvoetsluys 
is fallen into our hands, witli every letter from the ministry and others, 
though I make no doubt that they will give out that their most impor- 
tant letters are saved. Such a report will answer more ends than one. 
It will set at peace the alarmed consciences, or rather apprehensions, 
of their correspondents. We have it under Lord Suffolk's secretary's 
hands, Mr. Fraser and Mr. Eden, that Government had no advices 
from New York on the last of April, hut at this particular period, when 
the eyes of all the world would be upon them, viz, when opening the 
budget it was necessary to toss out a tub to the whale, for which reason 

it was thought necessary to General Washington, and to put Mr. 

Dickenson at the head of five thousand men in the lower counties of 
Delaware. A very curious reason is given for promulgating tbe latter 
lie, that the less probability there appears to be in it the more readily 
the world will believe; for will they imagine that ministers dare circu- 
late what no one will imagine true? And they appeal to former un- 
truths of similar absurdity, which had their effect, and when found false 
were overlooked by the indulgent public. 

The line of Sir Joseph Yorke's conduct is marked and curious, as 
well as that of their minister at another court ; our plan did uot wholly 
take effect, or we should have had bis dispatches likewise. 

The miserable Prince of Hesse afiords his friends in England some 
merriment, but he can make use of the old adage, let them laugh who win. 
He has the absurdity to be angry with your Gazetteer of Utrecht and 
tbe English news writers, and his minister there is ordered to complain 
oti the subject. The reflections of the English minister, Lord Suffolk, on 
this complaint are as curious as tbey are just, and merit well reaching 
the Prince. If he bribes me with a part of his slave-money, be shall 
have tbe letter at length, signed " Suffolk." I always said, and have 
now proof positive before me, that in the height of English arrogance 
and success, their Chatham-aping minister, Lord George Germain, 
meant to hold tbe same language to France that they unfortunately 
did to Holland, and were prepared, should this court show the least re- 
fractoriness, to begin the same game they played in 1756. An open war 
they have never feared from France, for they were well assured that 
would not be the ease, but the French preparation gave them a good 
excuse for arming completely, and for drawing money from the people, 
and the American minister. Lord George Germain, was too shrewd to 
let slip an opportunity. We paid so much respect to your States that 
we would not seize Sir Joseph Yorke's messenger in the packet from 

* 5 Sparks' Dip. Kev. Corr., 231, 
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Helvoetsluys, for we could have boarded her with as ninch ease as the 
others. 

1 have not time to communicate the thousand little particulars which 
have lately been inspected by me, but hope to have a future opportu- 
nity of doing it. Our captain, being in search of bank bills and bills of 
exchange, did not pay much attention to personages, for which I am 
heartily vexed ; however, good nature must make allowances. This 
matter will occasion a little bustle, perhaps a great deal. 1 had rather 
be sent home to fight manfully, or to make peace politically, than to be 
in this miserable shilly-shally way here. I have the pleasure to ac- 
quaint you that Hopkins's squadron, all but two, have got to sea; so 
that Sir Peter Parker may write information to the ministry, and this 
will be giving a .good account of them, as he promised. Our levies 
went on swimmingly, and had the Howes, sent out from here, arrived 
there when it was intended they should, we should have pushed Howe 
again to Halifax. 
I am, etc., 

William Oarmichael, 



Franklin to Dumas.* 

Passy, near Paris, Mai/ 12, 1777. 

Sir: Last night we received a packet from North America with 
some advices, of which I send yon the substance. I see your letters 
now and then to Mr. Deane and Mr. Cannichael, anil thank you for the 
kind mention made of me in them. I am so bad a correspondent that 
I ilo not desire a letter from you directly. 

But I am, nevertheless, with great esteem, dear sir, your affectionate 
friend, 

B. Franklin. 

P. S. — I suppose Mr. Deane has sent you the bill. 



A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs, t 

Paris, May 13, 1777. 

Gentlemen : 1 am happy to inclose you the proofs that our friends 
are not unmiiidfnl of their promises. I have given Dr. Franklin a 
power of attorney to indorse any future bills that may arrive, and to 
dispose of the money. When the flota arrives, which may be in about 
two months, then will be the time to press for the loan you desire. 

I am now at liberty to pursue my purpose at the court of Berlin, for 
which I shall set out in a few days ; as I shall be obliged to make a 

•5 SparkB' Dip. Rev. Corr.. 2:fci. 
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tour, the direct road lying through the territories of all the Imstile 
princes, it will of necessity protract my journey. Mr. Sayre, late sheriff 
of London, is to accompany me as secretary, Mr. Garinichael having 
refused to go unless the commissioners would give him a commission, 
which we did not think ourselves authorized to do. This has unavoid- 
ably delayed me some days. 

From every information I am able to obtain, our enemies are much 
pressed to make a tolerable appearance this campaign. Something 
extraordinary must happen to enable the King of Great Britain to 
[gratify the malignity of bis passious by continuing] * the war, should 
this campaign fail. [His chief resource is the desperation of the Howes 
and Lord Cornwallis, whose bankrupt honor will admit of no alternative 
but death or victory.] * Whatever a man impelled by the most inimi- 
cal disposition can do, may be expected from him. It is certain he has 
made some concessions in the fishery to this court, in hopes of keeping 
them quiet; but we need not be much afraid about the effects of them. 
Our ground here is firm, and though not so ample as our wishes, yet I 
trust it will be equal to our wauts. 

I beg the favor of having my utmost duty and respect presented to 
Congress, and have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 

Dumas to Committee of Foreign Affairs.t 

Amsterdam, May 16, 1777. 
Gentlemen : I send you, with some gazettes, an extract of my last 
dispatch and a piece entitled "Advice to the Messktm" which, having 
passed about iu manuscript through this country, was afterwards printed 
in a hand-bill, and at length inserted iu the periodicals. The day be- 
fore yesterday, the Htb, the book-seller Key received from The Hague 
the following note, which he immediately sent to me at a country house 
where I am residing, thinking I might know the person interested, 
which I do not: 

• " Mr. Eey is desired to inform the author of Advice to the Eexsians to 
quit Holland immediately. Orders are dispatched to arrest him." 

1 am not at present at The Hague, but as soon as I shall be able to 
return thither I will inform myself of this affair. In the mean time I 
think it is false that they have given such orders, and that this letter 
was only written to intimidate, as was that written from Cassel to one 
of our journalists. 

I am sorry Dot to be able to devote all my time to your service. I 
might contract many connections and acquaintances and make some 
useful journeys, profiting by favorable circumstances and moments both 

" Passages iu brackets omittoit in Spiirks' edition, 
t MSS. Dep. of State ; b parks' Dip. Rev. Cor., 333. 
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at The Hague and Amsterdam, which I am now obliged to let escape, 
Dot being able to go and remain as long as is necessary in these cities, 
I have the honor to be, etc, 

Concordia* (Dumas), 



A. Lee to Franklin, 

Vienna, May 18, 1777J 
Dear Sir: The post is in, and nothing from you. I therefore shall 
proceed to- morrow, ami hope to reach my destination in eight days. 

The chief purpose for giving money, stated in my Memorial,! was 
to pay the interest of our loans and support our funds. I added the 
paying for the ship we were obliged to build in Holland, in lieu of those 
requested. To these purposes, therefore, they will expect the money 
will be applied. 
Yours, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Schuleritrarg to A. Lee. 
[Tranalat ion. ]$ 

Berlin, May 20, 1777. 

Sir : I have been informed by the letter which you did me the honor 
of writing to me the 8th instant that in consequence of the one sent me 
the 19th of last month, on the part of Messrs. Franklin, Dearie, and 
yourself, you were on the point of coming here, but for an unforeseen 
accident that prevented you. 

My auswer of the 11th instant will acquaint you, sir, that I still appre- 
hend difficulties which may interfere in the present circumstances with 
the establishment of a direct commerce between His Majesty's subjects 
and the Colouies of North America, and that I consider our correspond- 
ence ou this subject rather as preliminaries to what may come to pass 
than as negotiations from which any immediate advantages may be ex- 
pected. 

This leads me to believe, sir, that you have no reason to distress your- 
self on account of this delay to your journey, and that you can not be 
reproached with want of zeal for the interests of your constituents when 
you defer for some time an aflair the success of which can not most 
probably but be slow, to manage other matters more important and 
pressing. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

BAliON DE ScHULENBURG. 

"Dumas frequently did not sign bis name, but used the motto, "Concordia res 
parvue otesount, discordia maxima delabutitur," or tbe first word of it. 
tMSS. Dep. of State: I Sparks, Dip. Rev. Corr., 423, under date of May 28, 1777. 
t Memorial to tbe court of Spain, dated Burgos, March 8, 1777. 
j 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coit., 422, 
21 WH — VOL II 
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Franklin and Deaue to Committee of Foreign Affaire.* 

J'ARIS, May 25, 1777. 
Gentlemen: Agreeable to what we mentioned in ours of Marco 14 
and April 9,t (a third copy of which we send herewith), Mr. Lee tar- 
ried here some time after his return from Spain. No news arriving 
(though we received letters from you) of any commissioner being 
actually appointed for Prussia, and the necessity of a good understand- 
ing with that court, in order to obtain speedily a port in the northern 
seas, appearing more and more every day, on various occasions, he 
concluded, with our approbation, to set out for Berlin, which he did 
about a week since, and we have reason to hope good effects from that 
journey. 

The points principally iu view are (besides the acknowledgment of 
American independency) an open port for German commerce, and the 
permission of fitting out armed vessels to annoy the enemy's northern 
trade, and of bringing in and selling our prizes. If these points can be 
obtained we are assured we might soon have a formidable squadron 
there, and accumulate seamen to a great amount. The want of such a 
free port appears in the late instance of Captain Cunningham's arrest 
at Dunkirk, with the prizes he brought in. For though the fitting out 
may be covered and concealed by various pretenses, so at least to be 
winked at by the Government here, because those pretenses afford a 
good excuse for not preventing it, yet the bringing in of prizes by a 
vessel so fitted out is so notorious an act, and so contrary to treaties, 
that if suffered must occasion an immediate war. Cunningham will, 
however, through favor, be discharged with his vessel, as we are given 
to understand, but we must put up with the loss of the prizes, which, 
being reclaimed, will be restored.^ This is an occasion of triumph to 

* MSS. Dep. of State : 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Con-., 213. 
t Missing. 

t Cunningham was tbe commander of an American privateer, with which lie went 
into Dunkirk. He there took bis arms out of his ship, and said lie should load it with 
merchandise for one of the ports in Norway. As this declaration was suspected, 
security was demanded. Two persons, Hodge and Allen, became responsible for him. 
Cunningham actually left the port of Dunkirk without arras, but lie caused sailors, 
cannon, and munitions to be sent out to him in the night, while he was iu the ship's 
road, off Dunkirk; and he shortly after took the English packet-boat Prince of Orange. 
As soon as this maneuver of Cunningham's came to the knowledge of the French Gov- 
ernment, they caused Hodge, one of the securities, to be arrested and conducted to the 
Bastite. The packet-boat was restored to the British Government without the form 
of a process. After six weeks' confinement, Hodge was released. — Sparks. 

When a bold American adventurer, one Cunningham, had takeu and carried into 
Dunkirk, with a privateer fitted out at that port, the English packet from Holland, 
and sent the mail to the American minister at Paris, it then seemed necessary iu 
some degree to discountenance so flagrant a violation of good neighborhood, as well 
as of the standing treaties between the two nations; and even of tbe particular 
marine laws and regulations established in France, in regard to her conduct with 
the people of other countries. Cunningham and his crew were accordingly com- 
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our enemies which we must suffer them to enjoy for the present, as- 
sured as we are by the most substantial proofs of the friendship of this 
court and of Spain, which we are persuaded will soon manifest itself 
to all the world. The latter has already remitted to ns a large sum of 
money, as you will see by Mr. Lee's letters,* and continues to send 
cargoes of supplies, of which you have herewith sundry accounts. 
Many of these transactions are, by some means or other, known in 
England, which dares not resent them at present, but the opinion of an 
approaching war gains ground every day. 

We are preparing the accoutrements you ordered for the horse, but 
they will take time. Had there been such in the magazines here, we 
might have possibly borrowed on condition of replacing them. Pistols 
{four hundred and fifty pair) are already sent; the whole number will 
be forwarded as fast as they can be got ready. Colonel Forrester, an 
experienced officer of horse, has given us a specimen of complete accou- 
trements, which have been found best; the saddle is of a singular con- 
trivance, very cheap, and easily made or repaired, and the buff belts 
so broad that, crossing on the breast, they are good armor against the 
point of a sword or a pistol bullet. We propose to have as many sets 
made with these saddles as will mount a squadron, but shall omit sad- 
dles for the rest, as they will take up too much room in the vessels, and 
soon can be made with you. Colonel Forrester is highly recommended 
to ns, and we believe will go over. Clothing for ten thousand men is 
now in hand, making for us by contract, and other proposed contracts 
are under consideration for the rest of the eighty thousand men ordered. 
We hope to have them with you before next winter, or that if all can 
not be got, the cloth we have sent and are sending will make up the 
deficiency. 

The large brass cannon are not to be had here ; we have been treat- 
ing with a Swedish merchant about them, but find too many difficulties 
in getting them from that country; so that, finally, understanding you 
have some founders with you, and that we can have others to go from 
hence, we conclude to send two artists in that way with the metal to 
cast the number wanted, omitting only the field pieces of which we 
suppose you have by this time a number sufficient. Some large iron 

mitted tor some short time to prison. Yet this appearance of satisfaction was done 
away by the circumstances which attended it. For Cunui ogham's imprisonment 
was represented to the Americans as proceeding merely from some informality in his 
commission, and irregularity in his proceedings, which liad brought him to, if not 
within, the verge of piracy, and which were too glaring to be entirely passed over with- 
out notice. And he was, with his crew, not only speedily released from their mock 
confinement, but he was permitted to purchase, fit out, aud arm a much stronger 
vessel and better Bailors than the former, avowedly to infest as before the British 
commerce." London Annual Register, 1778, 37.— See further as to Conyngham (or 
Cunningham) commissioners to committee, May 26, 1777, Deaue to Morris, Aug. 23, 
1777; A. Lee to eomuiittee, Nov. 15, 1778. 
*See Arthur Lee's letter of May 13, 1777. 
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camion are offered to us cheap from Holland of which we think to send 
■a quantity, for though too heavy lor the army they may be of use for 
the navy, galleys, gondolas, etc. 

We cau not omit repeating, as we think it a matter of the greatest 
importance towards supporting the credit of your paper money, that 
you may rely on a punctual payment here of Congress bills drawn ou 
us for the discharge of the interest of the sums borrowed; that is to 
say, in the proportion of six Spanish dollars or the value in French 
money for every hundred borrowed in your paper. But as the offer of 
six per cent, was made before you could know of this advantage to the 
borrower, perhaps you may, ou the knowledge and experience of it, be 
able to reduce the interest in future loans to four per cent., and find 
some means by taxes to pay off the six per cent. 

Our treaty of commerce is not yet proceeded on, the plan of this court 
appearing io be not to have any transaction with us that implies an 
acknowledgment of American independency while their peace contin- 
ues with England. To make us more easy with this, they tell us we 
enjoy all the advantages already which we propose to obtain by such a 
treaty, and that we may depend on coutiuuing to receive every indul- 
gence in our trade that is allowed to the most favored nations. Feeling 
ourselves assisted in other respects, cordially and essentially, we are 
the more readily induced to let them take their own time, and to avoid 
making ourselves troublesome by au unreasonable importunity. The 
interest of France and Spain, however, in securing our friendship and 
commerce, seems daily more aucl more generally understood here, and 
we have no doubt of finally obtaining the establishment of that com- 
merce with all the formalities necessary. 

We submit it to your consideration whether it might not be well to 
employ some of your frigates in bringing your produce hither, ordering 
them, after refreshing and refitting, to make a cruise in the northern 
seas upon the Baltic and Hamburg trade, send their prizes home, north 
about, then return to France and take in a loading of stores for America, 

The Marquis de La Fayette, a young nobleman of great family connec- 
tions here aud great wealth is gone to America in a ship of his own, ac- 
companied by some officers of distinction, in order to serve in our 
armies. He is exceedingly beloved and everybody's good wishes attend 
him ; we can not but hope he may meet with such a reception as will 
make the country and his expedition agreeable to him. Those who 
censure it as imprudent in him do nevertheless applaud his spirit, and 
we are satisfied that the civilities aud respect that may be shown him 
will be serviceable to our affairs here, as pleasing not only to his pow- 
erful relations and to the court but to the whole French nation. He 
has left a beautiful young wife [big with child] * and for her sake par- 
ticularly we hope that his bravery and ardent desire to distinguish him- 



*Words ill brackets omitted by Sparka. 
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self will be a little restrained by the General's prudence, so as not to 
permit bis being 1 hazarded much, but on some important occasion. 
We are, very respectfully, etc., 

B, Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 

p, s, — We inclose a copy of Messrs. Gardoqui's last letter.* We 
have received Mr. Morris's of March 7, 25, and 28, and are mucb obliged 
by the intelligence contained. We send a quantity of papers. 



Franklin and Deane to Committee of Foreign Affairs, t 

Paris, May 26, 1777. 
Gentlemen : The Navy of the United States, increasing in the num- 
ber of its ships and force, it is of the utmost importance to direct the 
cruises of the ships of war, which belong either to the States or indi- 
viduals, so as to annoy and alarm the enemy the most effectually, and 
at the same time to encourage our brave officers and seamen by the 
value of prizes. The West India trade was so intercepted the last 
season that, besides endangering the credit of every West India bouse 
in England, and absolutely ruining many, greatly helped towards sink- 
ing the revenues of Great Britain, which it was confidently asserted 
the other day in the House of Commons, and was not contradicted by 
the minister, had sunk the last year nearly one million below the usual 
incomes. This trade can not be attacked the coming season to equal 
advantage, as it will not be by any degree so large, and will be armed 
and under convoy. But as the commerce of Great Britain is very exten • 
sive, good policy dictates that we attack it in more than one sea, and on 
different coasts. The navy of Great Britain is not sufficiently numer- 
ous to infest the whole coast of North America, and at the same time 
guard their own, much less protect and convoy their trade in different 
seas. 

We have not the least doubt but that two or three of tbe Continental 
frigates, sent into the German ocean, with some lesser swift-sailing 
cruisers, might intercept and seize great part of the Baltic and northern 
trade, could they be in those seas by the middle of August at farthest ; 
and the prizes will consist of articles of the utmost consequence to the 
States. One frigate would be sufficient to destroy the whole of the 
Greenland whale fishery, or take the Hudson Bay ships returning, hi 
a word, they are unsuspicious and unguarded ou that quarter, and tho 
alarm such an expedition would give must raise tbe insurance in Eng- 
land at least twenty per cent., since Captain Cunningham's adventure 
occasioned ten per cent, to be given on the packet boats from Dover to 

• Missing. 

t MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 217, with verbal changes. 
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Calais. Captain Cunningham liaviug beeu put in prison, and the prizes 
restored, they are agaiu lolled into security ;* tke whole western coast 
of England and Scotland, and indeed almost the whole of Ireland, is at 
this moment uu guarded either by ships of war or troops, except a few 
sloops or cutters to watch smugglers. 

^Ye submit to the Congress the following plan : To send three frigates, 
loaded with tobacco for Nantes or Bordeaux, and that they be manned 
and commanded in the best possible manner. That ou their arrival in 
either of the above rivers, they make but little appearance of strength, 
and endeavor to pass for common cruisers ; while they are refitting, 
which should be in different ports, near each other, intelligence miglit 
be had of the position of the British fleet, and the circumstances of the 
diflerent towns on the sea-coast, and of the merchant ships in them ; in 
consequence of which a blow might be struck that would alarm and 
shake Great Britain, and its credit, to the center. The thought may 
appear bold and extravagant, yet we have seen as extraordinary events 
within these two years past, as that of carrying the war to our enemy's 
doors. As it appears extravagant, it will be in consequence unexpected 
by them, and the more easily executed. The burning or plundering of 
Liverpool or Glasgow would do us more essential service than a million 
of treasure and much blood spent ou the continent. It would raise our 
reputation to the highest pitch, and iesseu in the same degree that of 
our enemy's. We are confident it is practicable, and with very little 
danger, but times may alter with the arrival of the frigates, yet in that 
case their cruise on this coast bids fairer to be profitable than on any 
other, and they may at least carry back in safety many of the stores 
wanted, which is a most capital object, should the other be laid aside. 

Every day's experience confirms to us what is pointed out indeed by 
nature itself, the necessity of rendering America independent in every 
sense of the word. The present glorious, though trying contest, will do 
more to render this independence fixed and certain, if circumstances 
are seasonably improved, than would otherways have been effected in 
au age. The manufacturing of anyone necessary article among our- 
selves is like breaking one link of the chains which have heretofore 
bound the two worlds together, and which our artful enemies bad, un- 
der the mask of friendship, beeu long winding round and round us, and 
binding fast. Thus, as founderies for cannon, iron as well as brass, are 
erecting, if they are at once erected large enough to cast of any size, we 
may in future be easy on that important article, and independent on the 
caprice or interest of our pretended friends for a supply; and to for- 
ward this we shall take the liberty of sending over some of the most 
skillful founders we can meet with. 

The jealousy which reigns among the maritime powers of Europe 
with their narrow, weak, and coutemptible system of polities, prevents 
our being able to procure- ships of war, to remedy which you have with 

* See Frauklin and Deaue to committee, May 25, 1777, with note. 
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you timber, iron, and workmen, aud we must send you over sail- cloth, 
and cordage as fast as we can. The importance of having a consider- 
able naval force is too obvious to need our saying more than that we 
conceive no apparent difficulty or obstruction ought to deter us from 
pushing it forward to the utmost of our power. We have sent you, by 
a former conveyance, a plan of a frigate on a new construction, and now 
send you the duplicate, which we submit to the judgment of those bet- 
ter skilled than we pretend to be in naval affairs, but imagine that on 
our coast and, perhaps, any where, ships constructed in some such man- 
ner may be as formidable as those of seventy- four guns, and it is certain 
they will cost us less. The vessel building in Amsterdam is on this plan, 
which we hope will be in season for service this fall or autumn. 
We are, with the utmost respect, etc., 

B. Frawklik. 
S. Deane. 



A. Lee to the Commissioners at Paris.* 

Vienna, May 27, 1777. 

Dear Sirs : I reached this (place) three days from Munich, aud in 
expectation of hearing from you to-morrow, shall not proceed till the 
29th. Dresden will be my next stage. 

There is a cold tranquillity here that bodes us no good. It is not possi- 
ble to quicken this German indifference. From what I learn we need 
be under no apprehensions from Russia. 

I hope you will not forget to sound the two courts whether they will 
join mine in declaring us independent, but I am afraid that will not be 
obtained, unless they are in our favor. 
I am, dear sirs, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Harrison et al. , Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners at Paris.) 

Philadelphia, May 30, 1777. 
Gentlemen: We have delayed sendiug this packet, from a daily 
expectation of hearing from you, as some letters from France make 
mention of a quick sailing- vessel, by which we were to receive dis- 
patches. Though it must be agreeable to you to hear frequently from 
us, yet as our letters, by being taken, might be of worse consequence 
than being delayed, we are desirous of waiting for the safest oppor- 
tunity, and when you hear not so often as you wish, remember our 
silence means our safety. Acquainted as we are with the situation aud 
condition of the enemy, we well know that the pompous paragraphs in 

* MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 493, with verbal changes. 
(MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 219, with verba! ckaugea. 
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the London papers are not the news which the ministry hear from their 
army • but the news they make for them. 

The Amphitrite has arrived in Portsmouth, New Hampshire ; and the 
Seine at Martinique, but she is made a prize of in her passage from thence. 
We request you to expedite the loan of two millions {which we have 
already sent you a commission for, and now send you a duplicate of the 
same); for though we conceive the credit of America to be as well 
founded at least as any in the world, having neither debt nor taxes 
on her back when she began the war, yet she represents a man who, 
with a large capital all in property, is unable to make any new pur- 
chases till he can either convert some of it iuto specie, or borrow from 
hand to mouth, in the mean time. Britain is now fighting us, and the 
greatest part of Europe negatively, by endeavoring to stop that trade 
from ns to France, Spain, etc., which sae has most effectually lost to 
herself, and we wish those courts saw their interest in the same clear 
point of view in which it appears to us. We have little or no doubt of 
being able to reduce the enemy by land, and we likewise believe that 
the united powers of France, Spain, and America would be able to 
expel the British fleet from the western seas, by which the communica- 
tion for trade would be opened, the number of interests reduced whirl] 
have hitherto distracted the West Indies, and consequently the peace 
of all this side of the globe put on a better foundation than it has 
hitherto been — a mutual advantage, as we conceive, to France, Spain, 
and these States. 

That Britain was formidable last war in the West Indies is true; 
but when it is considered that her power there arose from her posses- 
sions here, or that she was formidable chiefly through ns, it is impossi- 
ble to suppose that she can agaiu arrive at the same pitch of power. 
Here she was assisted by numberless privateers. Here she supplied 
and partly manned her fleet; recruited, and almost raised, her army 
for that service; in short, America, last war, represented Britain re- 
moved to this side the Atlantic. The scene is changed, and America 
now is that to France and Spain, in point of advantages, which she was 
the last war to Britain. Therefore, putting the convenience which we 
might receive out of the question, by their making an attack on the 
West Indies, we are somewhat surprised that such politic courts as 
France and Spain should hesitate ou a measure so alluring and practi- 
cable. We do not mention these remarks because we suppose they do 
not occur to you, but to let you know our thoughts on the matter, and 
to give you every advantage, by conveying our minds to you, as well 
as our instructions or informations. 

This packet takes complete sets of our public papers, filed in order, 
for seventeen weeks past. 

B. HABliliio.W 
R. MOER1S. 

T. Hayyvaed. 
James Lovell. 
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Franklin and Deane to Jay.* 

Dunkirk, t June 2, 1777, 
Dear Sir: We refer the committee to ours to you of the 26th ul- 
timo, of which we seot duplicates, should either arrive, but apprehen- 
sive of the contrary, we send you the substance in this. The British 
commerce in Europe, especially iu the north, is unguarded, the Green- 
land whale fishery and the Hudson Bay ships in particular. Could two 
or three of onr frigates, accompanied by lesser swift sailing cruisers, get 
into those seas in the months of August or September, a valuable part 
of the commerce of our enemies might be interrupted. 

As tobacco, rice, etc., arc iu great demand in France, and remit- 
tances wanted, we submit to the Congress the sending out some of their 
frigates loaded with these articles for Nantes or Bordeaux, and whilst 
their cargoes were disposed of, they might refresh themselves, and 
make a cruise against the enemy. The coast of England to the west 
is unguarded, either by laud or sea. The frigates, capable of landing 
fire hundred men, might destroy several of their towns, which would 
alarm and shake the nation to the center, whilst the ships might fly and 
take refuge in the ports of France or Spain j but, suppose the worst, 
that they are intercepted in their retreat, the inevitable consequences 
of so bold an attempt will be sufficiently injurious to justify the meas- 
ure. But this must be done by a coup die main, and there can be no 
great apprehension of auy difficulty in retreating, since, by means of 
the daily intercourse between the two kingdoms, we might know the 
exact situations of the British deet and commerce in the different ports, 
and never attempt until we had a fixed object in view, and were mas- 
ters of every circumstance. 

The ship, building at Amsterdam, will be near as strong as a seventy- 
four, and may join the squadron iu the months of February or March, 
The East India (fleetj will be returning to St. Helens, and there waiting 
for a convoy, which is a single man of war. Three frigates on that sta- 
tion might effect a prodigious affair, and if they first came to Europe, 
as in the [course] of trade, it would be much less suspected, as they 
might set out from a harbor here, and not be supposed for any other 
route but that of going directly for America. We have no more to 
add, (ban that four thousand Hanoverians are on their march for Stade 
to embark for America. 
We are, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deanh. 



* MSS. Dep. of Statu; 1 Spmkn : Dip, Rev. Cni-r,, 221, with verbal changes. 
tThis letter is perhaps erroneously dared at Dunkirk. It is thus copied mfco the 
letter-hooks, hut should probably be Fasmj or Paris. — Sparks. 
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A, Lee to Sohulenburg. * 

Berlin, June 5, 1777. 
Sir : In consequence of the letter which t had tbe honor, in conjunc- 
tion with the other deputies of Congress iu Paris, of writing to your ex- 
eelleucy on the 19th of April, I arrived here last night. 

I take the earliest opportunity to inform you of my arrival, ami to 
request your excellency to have the goodness to inform me when 1 may 
have the honor of an interview with you on the subject of this letter. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee, 



A. Lee to Schulenburg.* 

Berlin, June 7, 1777. 

Sir : I have the honor of sending to your excellency lists of tbe com- 
modities on both sides, which will be the most suitable for the commerce 
which is projected. As to the exact price of the different articles, I can 
not speak. But as European commodities are very dear iu America, 
and our own are cheap, while at the same time they bear a high price 
in Europe, commerce on this footing can not but be advantageous to 
Europeans. A musket, for example, which costs here twenty- two 
French livres, can be sold in America for at least fifty, With these 
fifty livres two hundred weight of tobacco can be bought, which in 
Europe will bring two hundred livres. 

It seems to me that tbe mode of carrying on this trade with tbe 
greatest security, will be. to fit out vessels for tbe Island of St. Eustatia. 
Tii en a skillful captain can set sail directly for America, and having a 
calculation of his voyage made for the express purpose of showing that 
he was driven from his course by tbe violence of the winds, if he 
should meet any vessel of war on the American coast, be can otter his 
excuse, and, under the pretense of being in want of water, enter the 
nearest port. Thus, in goiug, the risk will not be great; and iu re- 
turning, it can always be known when tbe coast is clear, and with a 
good wind at first, a vessel is soon out of danger. 

It will be expedient for this trade that the vessels engaged in it 
should be tbe best sailers possible, since much will depend on that. At 
Emden or at Hamburg it can not be difficult to find captains or sailors 
who can speak English. 

At first it will be better to send tbe vessels to the Continental com- 
mercial agent, since there is one in each of tbe principal ports .The 
principal ports are New bury port, Salem, and Boston, in Massachusetts , 
New London, in Connecticut; Baltimore, in Maryland ; York, Hampton, 
and Alexandria, in Virginia; Charleston, in South Carolina; and 
Savannah, in Georgia. These are the principal ports, as yon go along 

* l Sparks' Dip. Key. Corr., 424. 
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the coast from north to south. Iu order to arrive at the ports of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland, it is necessary to enter Chesapeake Bay, into 
which all the rivers of the two States empty. I shall write to our 
agents directing them to give all possible facilities to your commerce 
in these ports. I have omitted the porta of Rhode Island and Phila- 
delphia, because they are direct objects of the war, and they may be in 
the possession of the enemy, ft will therefore be better to avoid them, 
iu the present state of affairs. 

I hope your excellency will do me the .justice to believe that if I had 
knowu His Majesty's pleasure before my departure, I should have acted 
in conformity to it. And if my residence here as a traveler should 
give the least uneasiness to your court, I rely upon your excellency's 
informing me of it; since nothing could be more disagreeable tome 
than to cause the slightest uneasiness where 1 owe the highest respect. 
L have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Deane to Dumas.* 

Paris, June 7, 1777. 

Sir : J understand that the British minister's emissaries are very busy 
in Holland propagating reports of an accommodation between the Con- 
gress and Great Britain, They are playing the same game here. I 
have long since beeu convinced that there is no action too atrocious for 
them to attempt, nor any report too ridiculous and improbable for them 
to propagate to serve their purposes. The last authentic intelligence 
from Congress, or from New York, was about the 10th of April, when 
there was not the least prospect of any accommodation. The sole over- 
ture that had been made was a hint, 1 may say, from General Lee, that 
Lord aud General Howe wished to reuew a conference with the Con- 
gress, and to open a treaty, to which the Congress replied they would 
neither confer nor treat till their independence should be acknowledged. 
You will therefore see at once how very little ground there is for sueh 
kind of assertions. 

Ihave seeu such strange and unexpected events, as well as been witness 
to such extraordinary conduct, that Iain almost beyond being surprised 
at anything; yet should an accommodation take place between those 
contending nations whilst the Congress have the least prospect of for- 
eign succor and support, I confess I shall be greatly surprised. But if 
the Iirit'sh ministry, as they roundly assert, are assured that no power 
in Europe will countenance the United States in their independence, 
and if they can bring the Cougress to believe the same, who will be sur- 
prised if they make terms, and accommodate, rathertban hazard longer 
a contest with the most formidable power iu Europe and its allies, 
without prospect on their part of aid or support I I say, who will be 

- 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coir., 233. 
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surprised, or rather, wlio will not be surprised, should they still persist 
in con tin u i n g the war unsupported ? However, I, wbo know my coun- 
trymen perfectly, and the principles by which they are actuated, do not 
believe they will ever accommodate on terms lower than independence; 
yet in the same situation, and with the same offers made them, I am 
certain any other people in the world would accommodate. 

You are not to impute what I say to vanity. I am uot raising my 
countrymen above every other nation in the world; far from it; but 
they are a new people, and have certain notions that are either new in 
the world, or have been so long unpracticed upon and unheard of, except 
in the speculations of philosophers, that it is difficult, perhaps impossi- 
ble, to compare them with any other nation. Unprejudiced reason, and 
plain common sense, will enable the few to judge; but the many, the 
ninety-nine of one hundred at least, will determine as usual by the event, 
lam not fond of bold assertions or predictions, but I dare hazard my 
credit upon it, that either no accommodation on any terms will take place, 
or, if it does, a war in Europe wilt be the immediate consequence ; ami 
I submit it to the con si d oration of those ministers and politicians who 
are afraid to offend Great Britain now, whilst America alone, employs 
more than her whole natural force, how they will be able to contend 
with her when at peace and on good terms, perhaps in alliance with, 
America? 

Universal monarchy has at many periods been feared from the House 
of Bourbon, and England has been exhausted to prevent it; she has 
engaged allies pretendedly to keep the balance of power in Europe, as 
it is ridiculously and unintelligibly termed by European politicians ; 
but yon will permit an American to give his sentiments ; they may at 
least divert and make you smile. Prom the period when the feudal 
system prevailed over all Europe, when every lord was sovereign, to 
this hour, the number of kingdoms or distinct powers in Europe has 
been decreasing, and if we look three centuries back, and reckon up 
the distinct powers then existing and compare them with those of the 
present, and extend our view forward, the whole must, at some not 
very distant period, be brought into one; for not an age passes, and 
scarce a single war. without annihilating or swallowing np several of 
them. But from what quarter is this universal empire in Europe to 
originate ! I answer negatively ; not from the house of Bourbon, though 
formidable for its connections and alliances in the SOD th; but I will ven- 
ture to predict that if Great Britain, by forming an accommodation of 
friendship and alliance with the United States, renders herself, as by that 
measure she easily can, mistress of that world, by taking the affairs of 
the East Indies into her own bauds, she will be in possession of ex- 
haustless treasure, and in 1780 the charter of the East India Company 
expires, when both the territory and commerce will be at her disposal. 
Add to all this her strict and close alliance with Russia, J say that, 
laying these circumstances together, it is easy to foresee that Great 
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Britain, America, and Russia united will command uot barely Europe, 
but the whole world uuited. 

Russia, like America, is a new state, and rises with tbe most aston- 
ishing rapidity. Its demand for British manufactures and its supplies 
of raw materials increase nearly as fast as the American ; and when both 
come to center in Great Britain, the riches, as well as power, of that 
kingdom will be unparalleled in tbe annals of Europe, or perhaps of the 
world. Like a Colossus, with one foot on Russia and the East and the 
other on America, it will bestride, as Shakespeare says, your poor Eu- 
ropean world, and the powers which now strut and look big ivill creep 
about between its legs to find dishonorable graves. 

1 dare say you smile at my prophecy, but you will observe it is a 
conditional one, aud I am persuaded, like most other prophecies, will 
neither be believed nor understood until verified by the event, which, 
at the same time, I am laboring, like my good predecessors of old (who 
prophesied grievous tbiugs), to prevent taking place if possible; for it 
is my ultimate and early wish that America may forever be as uncon- 
nected with the polities or interests of Europe as it is by nature situated 
distant from it, and that the friendly ties arising from a free, friendly, 
and independent commerce may be tbe only ties between ns. 
Adieu, 

Silas Deane. 



Schulenburg to A. Lee. 
[Trauslation. ] * 

Berlin, June 9, 1777. 

Sir: I have received the letter which you did me the honor of writing 
to me yesterday, and I imagine, from its conclusion, that on account of 
the difference of language, you did not, perhaps, take, in the true sense, 
some of the expressions which I used in our conversation. 

1 lose no time, therefore, to assure you, sir, as I did iu the letter which 
I addressed to you at Paris, that your residence at Berlin will not be 
at all disagreeable to the King, provided you live here as an individual 
and without assuming a public character. 

As to the information you gave me with respect to commerce, you 
will be pleased, sir, to add a memorandum of the places where insur- 
ance can be effected on vessels destined for America, aud the premiums 
of insurance to be paid. I will then examine your propositions and will 
soon be able to inform you whether we conceive it possible to make an 
experiment of the kind with success. 
I have the honor of being, etc., 

Baron de Schulenbekq, 
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A. Lee to Schulenburg ." 

Berlin, June 10, 1777. 
Sir : By the accounts received a little before I left Paris, the pre- 
miuni on insurance to America at Cadiz was twelve and a half per cent. 
At Bordeaux it was forty per cent, to and from America. A scheme 
was then forming for the establishment of very considerable and res- 
ponsible companies of insurance at Rouen and Nantes. But I am ap- 
prehensive there will be some difficulty about insuring any but French 
property. 

X should therefore conceive your excellency would do best to have it 
tried at Amsterdam, where one would imagine that forty per cent, 
which is infinitely beyond the risk, would be an irresistible temptation. 

If the insurance to America were made here, the Congress might in- 
sure back. There is, however, an obvious objection to this, arising 
from their want of funds in Europe to answer the loss. This objection 
would not now have existed had not our commerce with Europe been 
so much discouraged by an almost universal concurrence of its powers 
in prohibiting our being supplied with arms and ammunition, things 
essentially and immediately necessary to our defense and existence. 
The European ports being also shut against our vessels of war, it is 
impracticable to contrive convoys for our trade, and it is thus exposed 
to the enemy. 

These and the thousand other delays and difficulties to which the 
present cautious system of Europe subjects us give every possible 
opportunity to Great Britain to recover that commerce which her 
unwise and unjust conduct has obliged us to withdraw from her and 
offer to the rest of Europe. An open acceptance of that offer would 
have settled the question at once. I may not presume to doubt the 
wisdom of that policy which prefers the chance of gleaning our fields 
after they have been spoiled and laid waste by a mercenary and enraged 
army to the certainty of reaping the full harvest of an unravaged 
country. Undoubtedly there are better reasons for it than I can devise. 
This is, however, most clear, that if the commerce of America were a 
thing not valuable, or rather noxious to the European powers, they 
could not give Great Britain a fairer opportunity of cutting it off from 
them forever, by retrieving the monopoly, or of greatly diminishing its 
sources by destroying our cities and laying waste our country with, 
mercenary arms. We are left, like Hercules in his cradle, to strangle 
the serpent that annoys all Europe. 

I beg your excellency will accept my thanks for the satisfactory 
explanation you were so good as to give me yesterday of what 1 confess 
was not clear to me before. 

Permit me to suggest that as it is probable your captains will not be 
able to provide themselves with marine charts of the American coast 
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it would be proper to order some of the best of them from London. If 
in any thing your excellency should think I can be further useful you 
will do in e the honor to command me. 
I hare the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee, 



A Lee to Committee of Foreign Affairs.* 

Berlin, June 11, 1777. 

Gentlemen : In pursuance of the plan which I bad the honor of 
mentioning in former letters, 1 arrived here the 4th of this month. Mr. 
Sayre accompanies me in the place of Mr. Carmichael, who, after prom- 
ising, refused to go J 

The kiug being absent in the review of his troops, I have only had 
some conversation with his minister relative to their beginning a com- 
merce with you in their own bottoms. This I have reason to think will 
take e fleet; but there seems to be a system of great caution here, which 
will cramp whatever they attempt. 

I have good reasons for assuring you that Bussia will send no troops 
against us. The consequence of the Prince of Hesse's conduct is be- 
ginning to be a lesson to the other German princes, so that it is not 
probable they will draw any more supplies from them. The country of 
Hesse is depopulating so fast, from the apprehension of being forced 
into this service, that the women are obliged to cultivate the lands. At 
present, therefore, the foreigu resources of Great Britain seeui to be 
exhausted; nor is there any human probability of their re- instating their 
army, should this campaign materially diminish it, except it be with 
Catholics from Ireland. I have a plan for rendering that of little effect, 
which I hope will succeed. 

Upon your maintaining your ground this campaign, the question of 
acknowledging your independence will become very serious next winter 
among the European powers; but, until the events of this summer are 
decided, their conduct will remain the same, and no open, act of inter- 
ference is likely to take place. Till that time, too, they would not wish 
to receive commissioners, as it subjects them to the complaints of the 
English court. 

A transaction has lately happened in England, which, notwithstand- 
ing appearances speak otherwise, makes me believe that our enemies 
expect some further and considerable assistance from Hesse. It is their 
paying an old rejected claim to the Landgrave of £i\ ,000. 1 know the 
British court too well to believe they would do this from any other mo- 
tive than the expectation of future favors, and to soften the sense of 
shame and loss which, already his havingsustained, would prevent him 
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from furnishing thetn further. But whether the object is merely to 
quicken him in supplying the stipulated recruits, or to get some of his 
old regiments, 1 can not learn. A letter, which I have read, from the 
agent of that prince at the court of Great Britain to his minister, upon 
the very subject of this claim, grounds it only ou the necessities of Eng- 
land for troops to carry on this war, without mentioning that he had 
stipulated anything specially on his part in return. You may, how- 
ever, depend upon my endeavors to get the most speedy aud accurate 
information ou this subject, and to raise every obstacle that can come 
from this and the imperial court. 

I expect to have finished what I caudo here iuten days, when 1 shall 
set out on my return to Paris, whence, the conveyance being safer, I 
shall write you more particularly. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 

P. S.— I see by the English papers that a motion by Lord Chatham 
for an address of the House of Lords to the king, to begin an accommo- 
dation by a cessation of hostilities and an offer of a full retires*, of 
grievances, supported by Lords Shelbume and Camden, was rejected 
by 100 to 28. This motion was made on the 30th of last month, aud 
the chief objection on the ministerial part was that it would stop the 
career of their success that must soon reduce you. 



Harrison et al, Committee Of Foreign Affairs, to the Coiumissioiieis at Paris." 

Philadelphia, June 13, 1777, 
Gentlemen : Though the dispatches prepared some time since are 
not gone, we think it best to write you again, and give you an exact ac- 
count of the situation of our army and military affairs to this time. You 
were formerly made acquainted that, immediately after the important 
victory at Princeton, on the 3d of January, General Washington took 
post at Morristown, which appears to have been a well-chosen situation. 

From thence, sending out detachments of his army, he speedily drove 
the enemy from Hackensack, Chatham, Springfield, Westfield, and 
Elizabcthtowu, all which places we have possessed ever since that time, 
as wed as Millstone aud Princeton to the west, and Cranbury to the 
south ; the enemy being confined to a narrow communication on Rariton 
River, from Brunswick to Am boy, twelve miles. About ten days ago 
General Washington moved his headquarters towards the enemy, to a 
place called Middle Brook, about eight miles from Brunswick. He has 
now called iu most of bis outposts, and the enemy has done the same, 
being chietly collected about Brunswick, and just upon the eve of some 
movement, which is generally supposed to be intended against this place. 
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We are taking every measure to disappoint them, and have good li opes, 
in dependence on divine Providence, as our army has been augmenting 
daily for these three mouths past. It is given out that the enemy intend 
to come up Delaware Bay with their ships, as well as by laud, through 
the Jerseys. It is probable that before the vessel sails we shall have 
something to add ou this subject. 

In the northern department, things are yet entirely quiet. We have 
a pretty strong body at Tieouderoga. Small parties of the enemy were 
up the lake lately a considerable way, but are gone agaiu, and there is 
no appearance of any important motion soon. Whether this is owing 
to their not being ready, or to a change in their plans, and the array in 
Canada being ordered round to re-enforce General Howe, as some late 
reports would make us believe, it is irapossihle to say with certainty, 

A third body of oar forces is at Peekskill upon Hudson River, to de- 
fend the passes towards Albany, aud be ready to fall down upou New 
York, in case tbe greatest part of the enemy's army should be drawn 
from that place. The convention of that State has issued an act of 
indemnity, to encourage those who had been seduced to join the enemy 
to return, which has had a very happy effect. Upon the whole, our af- 
fairs wear as favorable an aspect as at any time since the beginning of 
the war. And the unanimity of all ranks, iu the different States, in 
support of our independence, is greater than at auy preceding period. 
The arbitrary conduct, and the barbarity aud cruelty of the enemy, for 
the twenty-sis days that they possessed a considerable part of New 
Jersey, have been of service to our cause. See, upon this subject, the 
report of a committee of Congress, with the proofs in the newspapers, 
which you may safely assure any person is a just and true, but very 
imperfect, sample of lueir proceedings, 

Benjamin Harbison. 
Robert Morris. 
Thomas Hayward, 
James Lovell. 



Carmichael to Dumas." 

Paris, June 13, 1777. 
Sir: We are still without any news from America, except what we 
get by the way of England. The campaign was not opened the end of 
April, Howe being scarce of provisions and without forage. I have 
seen a letter from an English officer in the service, dated tbe 25th of 
that mouth, and have been much pleased with the sight of it; a horrid 
pleasure, which derives its source from the prospect of human misery. 
The flux raged much iu the army of the Philistines, as the saints of 
New England style it, owing to their food — salted meat and no vege- 
tables. I believe a certain brig from a place called Rotterdam has 
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failed into the hands of the chosen people, for one of my countrymen 
crossed the Atlantic in a small vessel of about 20 tons od purpose to 
take her; at least he informs me that he bail carried into Cherbourg a 
brig laden with about two hundred hogsheads of Geneva, some pitch, 
oil, etc., from Rotterdam, which said articles will, before this reaches 
you, be metamorphosed into louis d'ors of France. 

I have crossed the Chesapeake in this very ferry boat in which my bold 
countryman crossed the Atlantic. 1 had been told by a man high in 
office in England that resistance was a chimera in us, since their armed 
vessels would swarm so much in our rivers as even to intercept the ferry- 
boats. His assertions are verified vice versa ; our ferry-boats ruin their 
commerce. You smile and think me am using you. Be assured that is 
not the ease. This very little boat took on her passage another brig of 
200 tons from Alicant and sent her into America. She also took four 
or five vessels in the Channel, chiefly smugglers, and plundered them 
of their cash, and the captain, being a good-natured fellow, let them 
go, as he did a transport, which he took in sight of a man-of-war, and 
was obliged to give her up, bringing off, however, with him his people. 
He has promised for the future to burn those he can not send in, and I 
believe will be as good as his word. This is the way the English serve 
not only ours but the French vessels which they take «ou our coast. 
The captain tells ine he was told this last circumstance by several 
French captains whom he saw prisoners (himself a prisoner) at New 
York. Tbe eyes of this court will be opened, it is to be hoped, before 
it is too late, a war being inevitable, in my opinion, to force an accom- 
modation. They will unite with us on our own terms, and, discerning 
from the past how little effective assistance we have to hope from 
France for the future, will make a war with this nation one article of 
the federal Union. Whichever strikes first will probably succeed. 
Our valuable commerce is more hurt on the French coast than on our 
own. We have lost above £00,000 sterling from South Carolina only, 
all which was coming to be laid out for French manufactures. It is a 
fact at present that the manufacturers of this country can not execute 
so fast as they receive orders. 

The Euglish papers published by the authority of General II owe at 
New York tell with triumph that one of their cruisers has suuk a twenty- 
gun French ship at some distance from the Delaware, and every soul 
perished. We have some fears that this is the Amphitrite. Another 
ship was taken, French property, a few leagues from the harbor of St. 
Pierre, which she had .just quitted. If they dare to do this in their 
present critical situation, what will they not dare if successful, or at 
peace and united with us? 

I wrote you before what I repeat again, that iiad General Howe got 
possession of Philadelphia last winter as insolent a memorial as that 
presented by Sir Joseph Yorke would have beeu presented by Lord 
Stormont here, and had not their demands been iustantly complied 
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with the immediate destruction of the French commerce would have 
been the consequence. AH the navy, all the army contracts are made 
for five years in England. Letters of marque were given to contractors 
aud friends of Government; for what? To cruise against our trade! 
No; but to be ready at a signal given to enrich themselves by the first 
captures on the French nation ; for the gleanings of our commerce are 
no object to a private adventurer, assured as the English ministry are 
of the pacific intentions of this court. From the quarter I mentioned 
to you in my last they will try his patience, and they do right, for the 
only hope they now have of conquering us is to deprive us of the meaus 
of resistance and the hopes of foreign aid, which keeps up the spirits of 
the people. If the Amphitrite is really lost General Washington will 
open the campaign without auy of their military stores, so long prom- 
ised and so vainly expected, except about twelve thousand muskets. 

We expect with impatience direct news from America; the moment 
it arrives I will eommnuicate it to you. The gentlemen are well and 
beg me to present compliments. 
I am, dear sir, yours, etc., 

William Oakmichael. 

P, S. — You will not mention publicly, for particular reasons, the 
history of the little privateer. When the captain of our small priva- 
teer boarded the transport and told him he was his prisoner, he very 
insolently asked where his ship was, not conceiving that auy person 
would have crossed the oceau iu so small a boat. 



Franklin to Washington. " 

Paris, June 13, 1777. 

Sib : The bearer, M. le Comte Kotkouski, a Polish officer, is recom- 
mended to me by several persons of worth here as a man of experience 
in military affairs and of tried bravery. He has lost his family and 
estate iu Poland by fighting there in the cause of liberty, aud wishes, 
by engaging iu the same cause, to find a new couutry and new friends 
in America. Count Pulaski, who was a general of the confederates in 
Poland, and who is gone to join you, is esteemed one of the greatest 
officers in Europe. He can give yon the character of this M. Kotkouski, 
who served under him as lieutenant-colonel. 

It is with regret that I give letters of introduction to foreign officers, 
fearing that you may be troubled with more than you can provide for, 
or employ to their and your own satisfaction. When particular cases 
seem to have a claim to such letters, I hope you will excuse my taking 
the liberty. 1 give no expectations to those who apply for them ; I 
promise nothing; 1 acquaint them that their being placed when they 
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arrive is a great uncertainty, and that the voyage being long, expen- 
sive, and hazardous, I counsel them not to undertake it. This honest 
gentleman's zeal is not to be discouraged by such means; he determines 
to go and serve as a volunteer if he can not be employed immediately 
as an officer; but I wish and hope that your excellency may flud a bet- 
ter situation for him, and that he will be a useful officer. He has the 
advantage of understanding English, and will soon speak it intelli- 
gibly. He also speaks German and some other European languages, 
and the Latin. 

With the truest esteem aDd respect, I have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 



Franklin to Washington. " 

Paris, June 13, 1777. 
Sir; The person who will have the honor of delivering this to your 
excellency, is Monsieur le Baron de Frey, who is well recommended to 
me as an officer of experience and merit, with a request that I would 
give him a letter of introduction. I have acquainted him, that you are 
rather overstocked with officers, and that his obtaining employment in 
your army is au uncertainty ; but his zeal for the American cause is too 
great for any discouragements I can lay before him, and he goes over 
at his own expense, to take his chance, which is a mark of attachment 
that merits our regard. He will show your excellency the commissions 
and proofs of his military service hitherto, and I beg leave to recom- 
mend him to your notice. 

"With the sincerest esteem and respect, 

B. Franklin. 



Dumas to Committee of Foreign Affairs, t 

JONE. 14, 1777. 

Gentlemen : I have escaped, as much as 1 am able, from my chains, 
to make journeys to the Hague, Amsterdam, and Rotterdam, in order 
to maintain and increase useful acquaintances; and when I obtain any 
light, I communicate it to friends. Tue great majority, almost the whole 
of our merchants are for you. The regencies of our cities, and among 
others, Amsterdam, seem to take part with the court, which is allied 
with and friendly to England. But all this is precarious, and will 
change with your fortune. Let us hear of a successful campaign, aud 
your friends will show themselves, your partisans will multiply; they 
will lose by degrees this panic of terror tor a power that is not loved 
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by the multitude. These persons are chiefly large annuitants, whose 
hearts are in the sources of their incomes. 

Another important truth which I have learned at Amsterdam is, that 
no banking-house is willing to take part, to the amount of a shilling, in 
the loan of five millions sterling which England has raised, because 
they were not content with the offered premium, and with her solidity, 
nor sure of selling the stock in detail. Distrust increases here in pro- 
portion as England sinks. The premium ought to be two and a half 
per cent, but we know that in England even the bankers are content 
with their sales in detail at five-eighths per cent. 

I have made acquaintance and connection with a house to whom I shall 
address in future all my dispatches for you, and under cover to whom 
you may in safety address to me_your letters, viz, Messrs. Laland & 
Fynge, merchants, Amsterdam. If you will send me regularly, by your 
vessels going to St. Eustatia and Curagoa, one at least of your best pub- 
lic papers to the address above pointed out, or in the packets of friends 
in France, I will make good use of it for your service in our periodical 
papers. They complain everywhere of knowing nothing of your affairs 
but what the English wish Europe should know ; and on this subject 
we have often to wait some months before the truth is unfolded from a 
heap of impostures, which do not fail sometimes to answer the malice 
of your enemies in leaving false impressions on minds, which I wish to 
be able to destroy in their birth. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Dumas. 



A. Lee to the Commissioners at Paris." 

Berlin, June 15, 1777. 
Deak Sirs : I had the honor of writing to you from Munich and 
Vienna, from the last of which I arrived here the 4th of this month. 
The letters you have received from hence will show you how the wind 
blows here ; 1 have tried all in my power to make it change — hitherto 
in vain. In ten days I shall set out on my return. There can not be a 
state of more perfect quiescence than prevails iu this place : what is 
merely commercial is planned ; hut whether it wilt be adopted remains 
to be determined. 

I have the honor of being, etc., 

Arthur Lee. f 
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A. Lee to Washington. " 

Berlin, June 15, 1777. 
Dear' Sir : It has been with uncommon satisfaction that I have seen 
you in a situation in which I long ago hoped you would be, if we were 
forced to dispute tbe great question which, in my own judgment, I was 
satisfied would happen. t 1 never forgot your declaration, when I hail 
last the pleasure of being at your house, in 1768, that you were ready to 
take your musket upon your shoulder whenever your country called 
upon you. I heard that declaration with great satisfaction ; I recollect 
it with the same, aud have seen it verified to your immortal honor, 
and the eminent advantage of the illustrious cause in which we are 
contending. 

I have the pleasure of assuring you that your conduct against General 
Ilowe has been highly approved by the principal military men here 
and in France, t That approbation has beeu increased in those to 
whom I have had an opportunity of stating the great inferiority of the 
troops you commanded to those of the enemy in number and in every 
necessary provision for war. 

The Prussian army, which amounts to 228,000 horse and foot, are dis- 
ciplined by force of hourly exercise and cauing, to move with a rapidity 
aud order so as certainly to exceed any troops in Europe. When the 
king reviews an array of 40,000 men, not a man or horse, though the 
former in full march and the latter in full gallop, is discernibly out of tbe 
line. Tbe regiments here are in the field every day, where, besides the 
general exercise, every man is filed off singly, and passes in review 
before different officers, who beat his limbs into the position they thiuk 
proper, so that the man appears to be purely a machine in the hand of 
a workman. 

The improvements of utility which I have been able to note are these : 
the ramrod is thicker all the way than ours, and enlarged at each end, 
as ours are at one ; the advantage of this is, that, to ram down the 
charge they do not turn the rod, but, raising it to the muzzle, plunge the 
lower end into the barrel, and then, raising it up, return it straight, 
without the necessity of turning it as formerly. This saves two very 
awkward motions for turning the rammer, and a great deal of time. 
The mouth of the loops that receive the rammer is very large, so that 
there is much more readiness in hitting them than formerly, which also 
expedites the important business of charging the musket. To compen- 
sate tbe increase of weight, the musket is shortened two inches in the 
barrel When they present, instead of leveling their firelocks, they 
are taught to slant them down, so that a point-blank shot from them, 
so depressed, would strike the ground at about ten yards' distance. 
And this depression is found necessary to counteract the elevation 
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which the act of firing gives inevitably to the musket. And even when 
a bait does strike the ground, it generally rises, and may do execution ; 
but, if directed too high, it is lost irretrievably. 

These are alterations which seem to me of great utility; and I wish 
they may appear so to you. 

It is my intention, when I have leisure, to write the history of this civil 
contention. The share yon have had in ifc will form au interesting and 
important part. It will be iu your power to preserve a variety of most 
material papers and anecdotes for such a work. May I venture to hope 
that you will think me so far worthy of your confidence, and fit for such 
a work, as to preserve them for me ! Dubious parts of history can be 
cleared by such documents only. 

The resources of our enemy are almost annihilated in Germany, and 
their last resort is to the Roman Catholics of Ireland. They have 
already experienced their unwillingness to go, every man of a regiment 
raised there last year having obliged them to ship him off tied and 
bound ; and most certainly they will desert more than any other troops 
whatsoever. They themselves rely upon the present campaign, so that 
if it should not produce something very decisive iu their favor, which 
God forbid, we may depend upon their efforts being iu the wane. 

With the most ardent wishes for your success, safety, and happiness, 
I am, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Schulenburg to A. Lee, 

[Translation.]* 

Berlin, June 18, 1777, 
Sir; After having duly examined the propositions which you have 
been so kind as to address to me, respecting the establishment of a 
direct commerce between his majesty's states and the English colonies 
of America, I am of opinion with you, sir, that it is very probable that 
even with paying the highest premium of insurance, the scarcity and 
dearness of our merchandise in America, added to abundance aud low 
price of your productions, which can be advantageously sold in Europe, 
would render this commerce very profitable to the two nations. Nothing 
remains, therefore, but to make the essay; but a difficulty almost in- 
surmountable presents itself, which is, that never having gone as far 
as your country, we want vessels as well as captains, pilots, and sail- 
ors, who could or would go to such distant seas. Besides, the vessels 
we have are necessary for the interior commerce between his majesty's 
different provinces, and for that which we carry on with Prance, En- 
gland, and Spain, We can only therefore try and see if there are any 
proprietors of vessels in Holland or Hamburg that, iu consideration of 
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a suitable freight, will load with and carry our merchandise ; and in the 
second place, if insurance can be effected. 

We will endeavor to obtain information on these two points, and if 
it is possible to succeed by these means, after having removed some 
other difficulties of less consequence, we may be able to derive some 
benefit from the information which you have been so kind as to furnish 
me. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Bauon de Schulenburg. 



Harrison etal., Committee of Foreign Affairs to the Commissi on era at Paris.* 

Philadelphia, June 18, 1777. 

Gentlemen: Id this we send you an account of the most material 
matters which have happened in the military department. 

The enemy, about ten weeks ago, sent a large party and destroyed 
some Continental stores at Peekskill, the value not great, and retreated 
i m mediately after. They afterw ards m ade an attem pt to s 1 1 rprise Maj or- 
General Lincoln at Bound Brook, which he vigilantly escaped, with 
the loss of about si sty men. Mr. Tryon, who is made a major-general, 
was sent with about twenty- two hundred men to destroy the stores at 
Danbury, in Connecticut. Notice was received time enough to remove 
the most valuable part, while Generals Arnold and Wooster raised the 
militia, and attacked the enemy on their retreat with good success. The 
New York paper, which may be considered as General Howe's gazette, 
makes their loss in killed and wounded one hundred and four. We may 
give them credit for twice the number. The loss we sustained in stores 
was chiefly in salt provisions and rum, and we had the satisfaction of 
learning thatthe cargoesof'the prizes brought in the same week amounted 
to double the quantity lost. General Wooster, who behaved gallantly, 
was mortally wounded, and is since dead. 

Scarce a week has passed without skirmishing, in which we have 
been very fortunate. General Washington has removed from Morris- 
town to some advantageous ground near Bound Brook and Middle 
Brook, within eight miles of Brunswick, and the following is a regular 
state of the intelligence received here since the 11th instant. 

June 11. — At a meeting in the State-bouse yard, General Mifflin, 
despatched for that purpose from General Washington, informed the in- 
habitants that, from the late preparations of the enemy, he had reason 
to believe their design was, by a forced march, to endeavor to possess 
themselves of Philadelphia; it was then proposed, and unanimously 
assented to, to turn out agreeably to the militia law. 

12. A letter from General Sullivan, at Princeton, received about 9 

* MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 223, with verbal changes. 
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this evening, informed that the enemy, at Brunswick, had begun to 
move the preceding night, but was prevented by the heavy rain. 

13. The alarm gun in this city fired at 3 this morning, answering 
the alarm guns up the river. Several letters, by express from Bristol, 
mention the hearing alarm guns towards Trenton and •Princeton, but 
that no express bas arrived there from General Sullivan, at Princeton. 

14. An express from General Arnold, at Trenton, informed that the 
enemy had moved on the 13th, in the night, from Brunswick; that 
General Sullivan bad likewise moved from Princeton to some part of 
Rocky Hill, with an intention to harass the march of the enemy, and 
thereby favor the approach of General Washington on their rear and 
that of the troops from Philadelphia. 

15. An express from General Arnold, dated 4 o'clock, received here 
at half past 5 this morning, says that he had waited six hours, hoping 
to hear from General Sullivan, but had not ; that he should immediately 
set off for Coryel's Ferry ; that the reports of the country were that 
the enemy were marching rapidly towards that place, and that General 
Sullivan was about two miles ahead of them, on the same road. 

Coryel's Ferry is the place where our boats were stationed, sufficient 
to transport three thousand meu at a time. 

Another letter from General Arnold, dated Coryel's Ferry, 14th, !) 
o'clock p. m., received here at 9 this morning, says, that General Sub 
livau arrived at that place about 4 o'clock, and had with him one thou- 
sand six hundred Continental troops and about the same number of 
Jersey militia, making up the number already there about four thou- 
sand; that the Jersey militia were turning out very spiritedly, and 
that he expected to be five thousand strong by the next day, when be 
should march towards the enemy, who had encamped at Somerset Court 
House, eight miles from Brunswick; that General Washington con- 
tinued at his quarters near Middle Brook, eight miles in the rear of the 
enemy, who were about seven thousand. 

16. The above makes up the chain of intelligence to General Arnold's 
fourth letter, which was received here this morning, and is printed in 
the papers of the 17th aDd 18th instant, to which we refer you. 

From various quarters lately we have reports, but none sufficient to 
depend on, that the enemy will receive no re-en fbreem en t from Europe, 
and likewise that a war with France is inevitable. 

General Burgoyue is said to be arrived at Quebec with troops. 

We have seen a memorial, presented to the States- General by Sir 
Joseph Yorke, and two answers thereto ; the one, " that they had no 
account to render to him of their conduct ;" the other, that " there are 
no gates to The Hague." 

We are, gentlemen, yours, etc., 

B. Harrison, 
B. Morris. 
T. Hay ward. 

J. LOVELL. 
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A Lee to Schuienbtrrg. ' 

Berlin. June 20, 1777. 

Sie: I had the honor of receiving yonr excellency's letter of the 1Mb 
this day. Upen trial, I hope the difficulties will not be foand so great 
as your excellency seems to imagine. 

When I had the honor of conversing with yonr excellency, I men- 
tioned that the admission of onr cruisers into his majesty's ports to 
supply themselves with necessaries, careen, and sell their prizes in a 
secret manner, would be attended with great advantages. It is the only 
method of establishing a commerce at present from America hither in 
the commodities and vessels of the States : for the privateers take in 
a light cargo from America, which they bring to the ports where they 
are permitted. This they exchange for necessary supplies, and then 
make a cruise, by the profits of which they are enabled to purchase a 
cargo of such manufactures as are wanted in America, with which they 
return. 

If I had his majesty's permission to signify that our cruisers would 
be received in his ports npou this footing, as they are in the south, I 
eau have no doubt but that this species of commerce would soon take 
place ; and most assuredly the advantages of it to those ports, and con- 
sequently to his majesty's kingdom, would be very considerable. With- 
out such permission our cruisers will be obliged to send the prizes they 
make in the northern seas to the south or directly to America, and 
will have no means of commerce or communication with his majesty's 
dominions. 

In about two days I pnrpose quitting Berlin on my return, before 
which I hope to hear from yonr excellency on this important subject. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Carmichael to Bingham.* 

Paris, June 2j until July 6, 1777. 
SiE: A letter from a person unkuowu to you but by name had need 
of a long introduction to apologize for the address, but not being a man 
of ceremony myself, and besides having but little time for formality, I 
content myself with saying that, engaged in the same cause with your- 
self, I have assisted Mr. Deane since his arrival in Europe, and know 
intimately well our affairs abroad, their situation here, and in sueu 
courts where it has been thought necessary to address onrselves for 
countenance and assistance. I have of course been no stranger to yonr 
correspondence, and have been sorry to find so pu nctual a correspondent 

•I Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 433. 

f MSS, Dep. of State; 5 Sparta' Dip. Rev. Corr., 11. with verbal changes ami 
omissions. 



JUNE 25, 1777. 



347 



should have any reason to complain of the want of punctuality in others. 
This is not owing to want of inclination in Mr. Deane, but to the multi- 
plicity of business which occupies his whole time ; for Mr. Lee is absent, 
heiug at Berlin, [Mr. Lee writes me he is on his return from that place, 
having finished his business successfully],* where I first broke the iee 
last autumu,t and the age of Dr. Franklin in some measure hinders him 
from taking so active a part in the drudgery of business as his great 
?eal and abilities would otherwise enable him to execute. Ho is the 
master to whom we children in politics all look up for counsel, and 
whose name is everywhere a passport to be well received. As I trouble 
you, therefore, with forwarding some letters to my friends, I wish to 
pay the postage by any European intelligence in my power to com- 
municate. 

I have another motive to incite me, which is, that I think your situa- 
tion of singular consequence to bring on a war so necessary to assure 
our independence, and which the weak system of this court seems stu- 
diously to avoid. Either from this weakness, or a jealousy that by a pre- 
cipitate interference our independence would be too soon and too for- 
midably established, the court shuns everything in Europe which might 
appear a glaring violation of their treaties with England. This line of 
conduct has delayed the stores so long promised, and at last sends to 
Martinique what ought to have been on the continent in February at 
furthest. This occasioned the loss of the Seine, which was dispatched 
half laden, that such necessary articles as tents and fusils might get 
early to America, the captain having positive orders to proceed thither 
without touching at the islands ; and I myself protested to the ship's 
owners that Mr, Deane would have no concern in the risk if on any ac- 
count but stress of weather the vessel proceeded to the West Indies. 
As such is their miserable policy, it is our business to force on a war 
in spite of their inclinations to the contrary, for which purpose I see 
nothing so likely as fitting out privateers from the ports and islands of 
France. Here we are too near the sun, and the business is dangerous; 
with you it may be done more easily, and indeed has already been at- 
tended with happy effects, as you will see by the inclosed copy of a 
letter from the chamber of commerce at Liverpool to that of Bristol. 
The natural antipathy of the nations is such that their passions being 
once fully excited, they will proceed to such atrocious acts of reprisal 
and mutual violence as will occasion clamors and altercations, which 
no soft words can palliate. As I pretend to know something of the 
counsels of both uations, I know there are strong advocates for war in 
both. The more reasons they have to produce in favor of their system, 
the sooner it will be adopted. 

In England, when General Howe's successes in the Jerseys and the 
prospect of getting possession of Philadelphia made the ministry hope 

• Passage in brackets omitted iu Sparks' edition. 
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for a speedy termination of their dispute with us, 1 know war wiih 
Prance was nearly determined on. The insolence of apparent success 
dictated that memorial which Sir Joseph York? presented to their high 
mightinesses, and which you have undoubtedly seen. One of a still more 
insolent nature was prepared and even sent to Lord Storm on t here, and 
a refusal or even delay of compliance with the requisitions therein made 
was to have been the harbinger of war and the immediate destruction 
of the French commerce and islands. Happily for our enemies, the news 
of our success at Trenton prevented the delivery. 

In France the nation and some of tbe ministers wish to act vigor- 
ously, but are retarded iu all their operations by the imbecility of age 
or the more powerful operation of English gold. As the English min- 
istry seemed conviuced of the pacific, or rather no decided, state of the 
rulers here, they hasten, by the most vigorous exertions against us, 
to end the war, and are less reserved in the treatment of the French 
prisoners abroad. [Well -attested accounts of this treatment would 
do us service in Europe, and if you should bave it in your power 
to procure them, T will bave them inserted in toe Dutch, German, and 
French papers, and hand it to the respective ministers.]* Could they 
be provoked to unequivocal proofs of violence, [and breach of treaty]* 
it would be a great point gained. This your situation may bring about 
by encouraging the arming of vessels manned with Frenchmen, and by 
prompting the captains to provoke unjustifiable reprisals on tbe part of 
tbe inhabitants of the English islands. 

To you, filled with liberal ideas and a high sense of the interest of the 
French nation to give us powerful support, these hints may appear ex- 
traordinary; but from experience I can assure yon that public councils, 
at least in Europe, are directed more by caprice, or the interest of in- 
dividuals, than a generous concern for the whole. At a distance, we 
think more of tbe wisdom of statesmen than they merit. [The same 
principle that occasioned a sanctum sanetorum in religion, throws an 
air of mystery on politics.] The nearer we approach both, tbe less is 
our reverence. If our enemies are not successful, they mean to close 
with us on the best terms they can, sensible that if this great effort does 
not succeed, they have little to hope iu future. This is an animating 
reason for us to persevere iu the glorious contest. In tbe mean time, 
it is our business to keep up the spirits of our common people to the 
utmost ; for which reason what I write you is iu confidence, or for tbe 
inspection of the committee only, if it may be thought to merit their 
notice. 

The English have completed their loan among themselves. iTo for- 
eigners have assisted them, although the terms to tbe lender are better 
than any ever yet offered by that nation except once. Foreigners know 
that they have yet several millions to fund for which they must offer 
still better terms. The Spaniards have refused the mediation of France 
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and England in their dispute with Portugal, being determined to pros- 
ecute the war until Portugal demands peace aud makes reparation. 
They have taken the important Island of St. Catharine's, on the coast 
of Brazil, without loss, and mean vigorously to prosecute their opera- 
tions ou Brazil. This I have from undoubted authority, one of the fam- 
ily ministers. A report prevails that the Indians of the east have fallen 
on their oppressors, aud have taken Madras. India stock has, conse- 
quently, fallen. Both France and Spain continue their armameuts as 
if preparing for some great eveut. This obliges England to do the same. 
Of course all their uaval and army contracts are for five years, and they 
employ as mauy workmen in their dock -yards as they did in the height 
of the last war. [From these circumstances you may judge, however 
different their declarations may be in Parliament, they have real appre- 
hensions in this court and that of Spain, | You will serve us essen- 
tially by pushing the cruisers who visit you into the European seas, 
particularly those of the north, in the months of August, September, 
and October, directing them to send their prizes into France or Spain. 
It would render our negotiation with Prussia nioro successful if a to- 
bacco ship could by any means be pushed into Em b Jen, which ship 
might make her returns iu manufactures necessary for us, aud fifteen 
or twenty per cent, cheaper than we cau have them here. Urge it to 
the honorable the secret committtee. 
I am, etc., 

William Cakmichael. 

P. S. — Two vessels with stores are just dispatched from different 
ports. Forward theui, my dear sir, immediately to our dear country. 

July C, Ounkerqub: Captains Wickes, Johnson, aud Nicholson have 
just destroyed sixteen vessels ou the English and Irish coast. I am dis- 
patehiug Conyugham from hence in a privateer on the same business. 
1 begin to think war unavoidable. 

W. C. 



Harrison et al., Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners at Paris.* 

Philadelphia, June 26, 1777, 
Gentlemen : Since our lastj of the 8th instant, iu which you were 
informed of the enemy being encamped at Somerset Court House, eight 
miles from Brunswick, we have the pleasure of acquainting yon that, ou 
the 19th, at night, they made a precipitate [retreat] therefrom to the 
last-mentioned place, and on the22d decamped again, and wholly evac- 
uated Brunswick aud retreated to Amboy. For particulars, we refer 
you to General Washington's letters to Congress, printed iu the news- 
papers of the 25th instant, 
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We are unable to account for those movements of General Howe on 
any other grounds than the following, viz: That his march from Bruns- 
wick to Somerset afforded him an opportunity of trying the disposition 
of the States of New Jersey and Pennsylvania, anil flndiug that the 
miliiia of both States were turning vigorously out to support our army, 
he might reasonably conclude from thence that his situation in the 
Jerseys was too dangerous to be continued, and therefore decamped to 
Amboy, from whence he might, by his bridge of boats, intended for the 
Delaware, throw himself into a safe retreat on Staten Island. We 
give you circumstances as they are, with such natural inferences there- 
from as our situation and knowledge of things enable us to draw, 

Tbe memorial presented by Sir Joseph Vorke to the States-General, 
mentioned in ours of June 18, you will find iu the newspapers of the 
11th instant. The said memorial does not come sufficiently authenti- 
cated to us to give you any particular instructions respecting your con- 
duct thereon; but as the progress of friendship depends much on the 
improvement, of accidents aud little circumstances, we doubt not you 
will be attentive to the couduct of the States-General at all times, and 
let us know whenever it appears to you that a commissioner from Con- 
gress would be favorably received there. 

B. Harrison. 
K. .Morris. 
T. Hay ward. 

J. LOVELL. 



Schulenburg to A. Lee. 

[Translation.]" 

Berlin, June 26, 1777. 

Sir: After having testified to you, iu my letter of the 18th instant^ 
the inclination we ha ve to establish a direct commerce with the Colonies 
of North America, provided we can succeed in surmounting the diffi- 
culties which are in the way, it only remains for me to answer you re- 
specting the free admission of your privateers into our ports, of which 
you wrote me in your letter of the 20th. I can assure you, sir, that the 
king is very much disposed to please your constituents; but, on the 
other hand, his majesty in the present circumstances, as you well know, 
cannot embroil himself with the court of London. t Moreover, onr 
ports have ever hitherto received only merchant vessels, and no ships 
of war nor privateers have ever eutered there, so that the officers estab- 
lished in our ports would be embarrassed how to cimdueD themselves on 
such an occasion, the usages customarily observed in this respect being 
totally unknown to them. 

We must therefore inform ourselves in what manner the courts of 
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France and Spain act, and of tbe formalities they observe towards your 
privateers, and how they grant free admission to the latter, consistent 
with the connections of friendship which they at the same time sup- 
port with Great Britain. The result of this information will decide 
whether and on what conditions the desired permission can be granted, 
and it will afford me pleasure, sir, to inform you as soon as possible of 
the measures his majesty shall think proper to adopt. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Baron de Schulenbtjrg. 



A. Lee to the Commissioners in Paris.' 

Berlin, June 28, 1777. 

Dear Sirs : I have not yet received a line from you. It is not easy 
to divine the reason for so long a silence. 

There is for sale here, and deliverable in any port in France, fourteen 
thousand weight of brass cannon, at six guineas thequiutal, and six thou- 
sand to be melted down at five guineas and a half. They are six, 
twelve, and twenty-four pounders. The expense of freight and insur- 
ance to Kautes or elsewhere will be added to this price. 

Two days ago, while I was at dinner, my bureau was broken open, 
and some papers stolen out, which were iu my porte feuilleA The Bu- 

•MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 434. 

t Johu Quiucy, Adams, iu his letters on Silesia, (p. 257), speaks thus ot' an interview 
be had iu 1B0O with Elliott, the British euvoy, who was charged with prompting tbe 
abstraction of the Lee papers: 

"After observing that it was now a circumstance that might with full freedom bo 
talked ol as a mere historical occurrence, he solemnly declared that the seizure of 
Mr. Lee's papers was not made by his orders ; that it was entirely the act of au offi- 
cious servant, who thought to do him a Hervice by it ; that when the papers were 
brought to him bu did look over them indeed, and found among them only two of any 
consequence; one tbe draft of au unfinished treaty with Spain, and the other a letter 
from Frederick the Second, or one of his ministers, promising that if any great power 
iu Europe would set tbe example of acknowledging the independence of the United 
States be would he the first to follow it. I am inclined to believe that this account is 
true, aud I was pleased to see the anxiety with which Mr. E. wished to remove the 
imputation of having premeditated that act of violence." A manuscript copy of this 
passage is in volume 77 of the Sparks papers at Harvard Library, aud purports to 
have heeu given in manuscript by J. Q. Adams to Sparks. But tbis explanation is 
at variance with the following statement by Carlyle: 

"About four mouths before tbis time Elliott bad doue a feat not in tbe diplomatic 
line at all, or by his own choice at all, wbicb had considerably astonished the diplo- 
matic world at Berlin, aud was doubtless well in the king's thoughts during tbis in- 
troduction of tbe Dozen. The American war is waging and blundering along, a 
delectable Lord George Sackville (alias Germaiue) managing as waT minister, others 
equally skillful presiding at tbe parliamentary helm ; all becoming worse and worse 
off as tbe matter proceeds. The revolted Goiouies have their Franklin, their Lees, 
busy in European courts; 1 Help us in our noble struggle, ye European courts; now 
is your chance on tyrannous England ! ' To whicb France at least does appear to be 
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glisb ambassador happened to be in the hotel where I lodge when I dis- 
covered the robbery. Upon being informed that I was gone to the gov- 
ernor, and that the suspicion fell upon one of his servants, he went 
away in great confusion, and in half an hour the porte/euitle, with all 
the papers, were laid down at the door, and the person ran off undis- 
covered. The examinations that have been taken charge his servant 

lending ear. Lee, turned out from Vienna, is at work in Berlin this while past, mak- 
ing what progress is uncertain to some people. 

"I know not whether it was by my Lord Suffolk's instigation, or what had put 
the Britannie cabinet on such an idea— perhaps the stolen letters of Frederick, which 
show so exact a knowledge of the current of events in America as well as England 
(' knows every step of it, as if he were there himself, the arch enemy of honest neigh- 
bors in a time of distress!'); hut it does appear they had got it into their sagacious 
heads that the had neighbor at Berlin was, in effect, the arch enemy, probably main- 
spring, of the whole matter, and that it would be in the highest degree interesting 
to see clearly what Lee and he had on hand. Order thereupon to Elliott: ' Do it, at 
any price,' and, finally, as mere price will not answer, ' Do it by any method — steal 
Lee's dispatch box for us ! ' 

" Perhaps few excellencies living had less appetite for such a job than Elliott ; but 
his orders were peremptory, " Leo is a rebel, quasi outlaw, and you must! ' Elliott 
thereupon took accurate survey of the matter, and rapidly enough and with perfect 
skill, though still a novice in Berlin affairs, managed to do it; privily hired, or 
made bis servant hire, the chief house-breaker or pickpocket in the city. ' Lee lodges 
iu such and such a hostelry; bring us his red box for a thirty hours ; it shall be well 
worth your while.' And in brief space the red box arrives accordingly; a score or 
two of ready writers waiting for it, who copy all day, all night, at the top of their 
speed, till they have enough; which done, the Lee red box is left on the stairs of 
the Lee tavern, bos locked again and complete ; only the Friedrich-Lee secrets com- 
pletely pumped out of it, and now rushing day and night towards England to illu- 
minate the supreme council board there. 

" This astonishing mass of papers is still extant in England ; — the outside of them I 
have seen, by no means the inside, had I wished it; — but am able to say, from other 
sources, which are open to all the world, that seldom had a supreme council board 
procured for itself, by improper or proper ways, a discovery of less value! Discovery 
that Lee has indeed been argent at Berlin anil, has raised in Fried rich the question, 
'Have you got to such a condition that I can with safety and advantage make a 
treaty of commerce with you I ' That his minister, Schulenburg, has, by order, been 
investigating Lee ou that head, and has reported, ' No, your majesty, Lee and peo- 
ple are not in such a condition; ' that his majesty has replied, ! Well, let him wait 
till they are,' and that Lee is waiting accordingly. In general, that his majesty is 
not less concerned in guidance or encouragement of the American war than he is in 
ditto of the Atlantic tides or of the east wind (though he does keep barometers aud 
meteorological apparatus by him) ; and that we of the council board are a— what shall 
I say T Not since the case of poor Dr, Cameron, in 175a, when Fiiedrich was to have 
joined the Highlanders with 15,000 chosen Prussians for Jacobite purposes— and the 
Cham of Tartary to have taken part in the Bangorian controversy — was there a more 
perfect platitude or a deeper depth of ignorance as to adjacent objects on the part of 
governing men. For shame, my friends ! 

"This surprising bit of burglary, so far as I can gather from the Prussian books 
must have been done Wednesday, June JS, 1177 ; box (with essence pumped out) re- 
stored to staircase night of Thursday; police already busy; Governor Raiuiu ami 
Justice President Philippi already apprised, and suspicion falling on the English 
minister, whose servant (' arrest him we can not without a king's warrant, only pro- 
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with having repeatedly told the servants of the hotel that his master 
would give two thousand ducats for my papers. The landlord, who 
charged his servant with it before bitn, deposes that lie said lie would 
send the servant to answer for himself, but the servant never appeared. 
Prince Col berg, who was also preseut, deposes that he immediately quit- 
ted the room in the greatest confusion. The whole is before the king. 

curable at Potadaui') vanishes bodily. Friday, 27, Ramiu and Pbilippi make report. 
Kin^ answers, 'greatly astonished,' a ' garatige saelte (ugly business), -which will do 
the English no honor,' ' Servant fled, say youf Trace it to the bottom ; swift !' Ex- 
cellency Elliot, seeing bow matters lay, owned honestly to the official people that it 
was his servant (servant safe gone, chief pickpocket not mentioned at all.) Sunday 
evening, 29, king orders thereupon, 'Let the matter drop.' These official pieces, 
signed by tbeking, by Hertzberg, Ramlu, aud others, we do not give. Here is Fried' 
rick's own notice of it to his brother Henri: 

" 1 Potsdam, 29fft Jane, 1777,—* * * There has just occurred a strange thiug at 
Berlin. Three days ago, in absence of Sieur Lee, envoy of the American Colonies, 
the envoy of England went' ( sent !) 'to the inn where Lee lodges, and carried off bis 
portfolio. It see ins lie waa in fear, however, and threw it down without opening it 
oti thu stairs, '( alas no, your majesty, not till after pumping the essence out). 'All 
Berlin is talking of it. If one were to act with rigor it would be necessary to forbid 
this man the court, since he has committed a public theft ; but, not to make a noise, 
t suppress the thing. Shan't fail, however, to write to England about it aud indicate 
that there was auother way of dealing with such a matter, for they are impertinent' 
(say ignorant, blind as moles, your majesty ; that is the charitable reading. ) 

"This was not Excellency Elliot's burglary, as readerssee. Among all these excellen- 
cies going I know not that there is one with less natural appetite for such a job : but 
sometimes what can a necessitous excellency dot Elliot is still remembered in Ber- 
lin society not for this only, hut for emphatic things of a better complexion which 
he did ; a man more jnstly estimates there than generally here in our time. Here 
his chief fame rests on a witty anecdote, evidently apocrypbal and manufactured 
in the Loudon clubs: 'Who is this llyder-Ali?' said the old king to him one day 
( accord ing to the Loudon clubs). ' Him, 1 answered Elliot, with exquisite prompti- 
tude, politeness, and solidity of information. 'Cost nn vleux voleur qui commence 
radoter, (an old robber, now falling into his dotage); let his dotard majesty 
take that!" (6 Carlyle's Fred, the Great, 557). That the papers gave important 
information to the British Government was asserted by Carmtchael hi a letter 
quoted in introduction $ 150. With this is to be taken into consideration Frederick's 
letter to Maltnan, given infra under date of June 30, 1777. From these letters, as 
well as from the facts stated by Carlyle, there can be now little doubt that the 
" theft " was under Elliot's supervision. It. was a "public ", not a " private," theft, or 
otherwise it would have been punishable under the municipal law of Prussia, That 
Frederick should not. baveshown bis sense of the outrage by requiring Elliot's removal, 
eau only be explained on tbe ground of bis feeling at the time that it wasuot wise for 
him to quarrel with Great Britain for the sake of Congress, and that be could afford 
to swallow the indignity done to himself (see introduction, $ 91). Such conduct 
would not have been condoned by him without strong reason. He bad recognized 
the United States as belligerents hy refusing to permit troops hostile to them to 
traverse his territory. As belligerents they were entitled to scud envoys to him, and 
whatever may have been Arthur Lee's personal short-comings, ho was as much entitled 
to diplomatic privileges as were the envoys from sovereigns whose title was acknowl- 
edged. Had the desk of Mason, tbe Confederate agent in Loudou iu 1862, been 
pillaged hy direction of the United States, through their minister, that minister would 
23 WH— VOL II 
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The return of the papers (those which he particularly wauted not hav- 
Jug been left in the bureau) disappointed hint of his object, while the 
whole odium rests upon hicu. 

[He will do better the next time, and his court will no doubt encour- 
age him. Public ministers have been regarded as spies. Mr. Elliott 
will give them the additional title of robbers.]* 

T shall leave this on Thursday next, and expect to be at Strasburg 
iu twelve days from thence, so that a letter will meet me there by 
return of post. 

I am, with the greatest esteem, etc., 

Arthur Lee, 

atleast have been summarily seat back am] an apology required. See comments, in- 
troduction, $j 90,91. 

Wraxall, in bis posthumous memoirs, (2ded., vol. 3, p. 172) thus writes: " There fat 
Berlin) 1 found him (Sir Gilbert Elliot.) in the autumn of the year 1777. While I was 
in thiit capital, the American insurgents, who were then engaged in endeavors to 
procure the co-operation not only of Fiance, but of other European powers, sent an 
agent named Say re to the court of Prussia. Elliot having received information that 
this man was iu possession of the treaty recently signed between America and tlie 
ministers of Louis XVI, determined to obtain it at all hazards. Availing him- 
self of Snyre"s absence, who had gone by permission for one night to Potsdam, be 
caused the bureau to be broken open in which the treaty was deposited. It was in- 
stantly copied and transmitted by him to Lord North. The servant who bad per- 
formed the act (which, we must own, was not to be justi fieri by the ordinary rules of 
diplomatic usage) Elliot immediately mounted on a fine English hunter, and in less 
than eight hours be reached t lie territory of Meeklenimrg-Strelita. I have been as 
sured that Lord North received the first authentic proof of the alliance contracted 
between France and America not from Lord Slormont, then our ambassador at Paris, 
but through the copy thus obtained from Sayre's bureau." 

This statement, on its face, conflicts with that of Arthur Lee in his letter to the 
commissioners, as above given, of June 2rt, 1777, it, which he says: "Two days ago, 
while I waa at dinner, my bureau was broken open, and some papers stolen on); which 
were iu my porte-feuille." It is possible, however, that the theft, may have been tho 
uigbt before, and only discovered by Arthur Lee after hisiliuner, on June 26, 1777. 
The statement that Lord North in this way received the "first authentic proof of the 
alliance contracted between France and America " is inaccurate, if the treaties of 
1778, executed six months afterwards, are referred to. But the papers in question 
give indications, no doubt, of friendly relations between the American commis- 
sioners and the French court, (As to the attitude of Frederick in this matter, 
see introduction 6$ 90, 91; as to Arthur Leo's course, ibid., f 144; as to Sayro, ibid., 
$4 192, 19t>.) Of Elliot, Paul Jones, in a draft letter to La Fayette of June 15, 17T8 
(Congressional Library MSS.,) gives the following characteristic notice: "I must 
tell you that Mr. Elliot (the same who filched Dr. Lee's papers at Berlin) was 
furious when be found my business at Copenhagen, and that I was received with 
great distinction at court and in all the best societies in Denmark. Every time I was 
invited to sup with the king Elliot made an apology; he shut himself up for more 
than a month and then left town."' 

"Passage in brackets omitted in Sparks' edition. 
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A. Lee to the King of Prussia. 

[Translation]* 

Berlin, June 29, 1777. 

Sieb: The singular wisdom by which your majesty has raised your 
kingdom to so flourishing a state, the wise measures which have car- 
ried the prosperity of your dominions to a truly astonishing degree, do 
not prevent me from being so bold as to say to your majesty that there 
are yet means of increasing the number and the wealth of your subjects. 

Nothiug is more true than that the wealth of kings depends upon the 
number of their subjects. Ancient and modern history will show, with- 
out an exception, that commerce is the mother of population. There is 
no need of citing proofs of this to the most learned king that ever lived. 
Such is the fact, and the reason is plain. It is, then, reasonable to say 
that the king who is desirous of increasing as much as is possible the 
Dumber of his subjects should establish and encourage commerce in his 
dominion. 

Your majesty's dominions are admirably situated for commerce. 
Three large rivers, which run through them, must furnish the greatest 
facilities for it. What then is wanting ? Merely an object sufficiently 
distant to form sailors, and sufficiently extensive to establish and sup- 
port trade. Such an object is America; and the unexpected events 
which have made the trade of that couuti'y free afford inducements for 
it. The monopoly of this trade, which, in the opinion of that great 
and wiseman, Mr. Pitt, supported the power of England, no longer ex- 
ists, and, without a miracle, will never exist again. The nations that 
shiill endeavor to obtain a part of it for themselves by furnishing to a 
young and grateful people the means of resisting their oppressors will 
be very successful. But those who wish to await in tranquillity the 
event of this war ought not to expect to turn trade from the course in 
which custom and gratitude before that time will have fixed it. Tho 
present, therefore, is the proper time for those to begin who wish to 
enjoy for the future the commerce of America. 

But there are obstacles to this trade; for, in the first place, you have 
no vessels of war to cause your flag to be respected. But,, si re, you. 
have the best regiments in the world ; and Great Britain, destitute as 
she is of wise counsels, is not, however, so foolish as to incnr the 
risk of compelling your majesty to join your formidable forces to 
those of her rival. Besides, such is the present weakness of England, 
so pressed and exhausted is she by the war with America, that she 
is obliged to blind herself to still harder things which are carried on 
immediately before her eyes. 

Secondly. It is not practicable to have at the same time an army so 
numerous as that of your majesty and a respectable fleet, since the lat- 
ter would require too many men and destroy the country. This reason- 



* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 435. 
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ing would be sound if population were diminished by commerce. But 
the contrary is the fact. In place of diminishing, it increases it. Tims 
the most commercial countries are always the most populous. Popula- 
tion is always proportioned to the means of living. Commerce, by in- 
creasing these means, increases the population. Instead, therefore, of 
increasing the consequences of a numerous army, commerce is their 
most certain remedy. 

Thirdly. Sailors are wanting for the enterprise. It is the enterprise 
itself that must form sailors. A handful of experienced sailors are 
enough to encourage others ; and the matter once put in a good train 
will go ou successfully by itself. If your majesty's ports were open for 
the entrance of our armed vessels — if they could there deliver their 
cargo, refit and sell their prizes secretly, then the instructions and the en- 
couragement which they would give to your sailors, and particularly if 
some of them were allowed to make a voyage in our vessels, would in a 
short time form sailors of your own subjects, and would draw a num- 
ber of them from other countries into your ports by the desire of going 
on a cruise to America. 

But it may be said this would be taking an active part in the affair 
and deciding for the independence of America. 

Not more than it 1b already decided by the fact, nor more than isauthor- 
ized by the laws of nations, founded on the just interests and the wants 
of a state. The fact is that we have the sword in our hand, and that 
we are making war openly. Are there more con vinciug proofs of actual 
independence? We are in the possession of the country ; the articles 
of commerce are the produce of our labors and belong to us. Tuey are 
ours by right aud in fact, and it belongs to us alone to dispose of them. 
Is it necessary, then, that other nations should wait and suffer the most 
pressiug wants while the English are using their utmost exertions to 
ruin us and to wrest from us our property in order to sell it to them ? Or 
can they not go there, buy the commodities of which they are in want, 
aud with which the English can no longer furnish them, without violat- 
ing the character of neutral nations 1 It is not difficult to say which 
is most agreeable to reason, and consequently to the rights of nations. 
Neutral nations, in carrying on this trade, decide as to the fact, and not 
as to the right. This is the distinction which the laws of England make; 
since the English are allowed to obey the actual or de facto power, al- 
though it should not be so by right or de jure. .Besides, the English 
acknowledged the Duke of Braganza as King of Portugal, and re- 
ceived his ambassadors in the year 1041 for this reason, that he had 
been called to the crown by the unanimous couseut of the people. 
Congress is established on the same foundation. The assemblies of the 
States choose the members of Congress and empower them annually, 
and these assemblies are chosen by the whole people. Can there be a 
consent more unanimous or more maturely given ? Will your majesty 
allow me here to adduce some authorities on this subject ! 
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Charles, Duke of Sndermania, having been crowned King of Sweden 
at the commencement of the seventeenth century, sent, James Vandyck 
into France, and offered to Henry the Great the renewal of the treaties 
and alliances which had before been made between these two powers. 
Vandyck showed that the advantages which France would derive from 
the commerce of Sweden would be so considerable, that the king listened 
to the proposals of his minister, and was desirous to conclude a treaty 
with him. There was nothing to prevent him from doing it, except 
that the action of Charles, who had usurped the crown from Sigismond, 
ins nephew, after the latter had been chosen King of Poland, was the 
more odious, as the pretest of religion was the cause of the revolution. 
It was also taken in to consideration in France that the King of Don mark, 
who was no friend to Charles, might form an alliance against him with 
his brother-in-law, the King of England. But notwithstanding all this, 
M. de Villeroy, in writing to Jeanuin, April 8, 1008, speaks plainly and 
says : "All these reasons and considerations would not prevent the 
king from making a treaty with Charles, if be should Qud it for his in- 
terest and that of bis kingdom to do so." ( Wickfort. p. 20.) The ex- 
ample of Henry the Great is worthy of a prince who has no less claim 
to this title. 

Vattel, in examining the same question says: " Foreign powers con- 
form in Ibis case to the possession, if the advantage of their own affairs 
incites them to do so. There is no rule more certain, more conformable 
to the right of the people and to the independence of nations. Since for- 
eignershave no rightto concern themselves with the domestic affairs of a 
people, they are not obliged to examine and to search into their conduct 
in these same affairs in order to determine the justice or injustice of it; 
they can, if they think proper, suppose that the right is annexed to the 
possession." 

The advantages which yonr majesty's dominions would derive from 
the commerce of America can not but be very great. It would be a 
new market, and one always increasing with the rapid increase of popu- 
lation in America, for woolen and linen cloths, porcelain, and all sorts 
of manufactures in iron. The returns would be in tobacco, indigo, lin- 
seed, cotton, and peltry. 

It is true that these advantages will he very much diminished by the 
ravages of the English and their mercenaries, if we are to contend alone 
against their whole force, with the immense difficulty of obtaining from 
Europe arms and ammunition, after a thousand evasions, great risk, 
and loss of time. It is for your majesty, in conjunction with some other 
European powers, to put a stop to these ravages by a commercial alliance 
with the United States. 

There is no name so highly respected among ns as that of yonr majesty. 
Hence there is no king the declaration of whose friendship would in- 
spire our people with so much courage aud add so much force to our 
cause. 
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[ rely on your majesty's goodness to pardon me for entering into this 
long detail, and for suggesting thoughts so unworthy of your attention, 
aud so badly ex [tressed in a language which I Lave but cursorily learnt.* 
But I prefer writing incorrectly to communicating to any one what I 
have tbe bonor of offering to tbe consideration of your majesty. 
I have tbe lion or to be, sire, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Frederick the Great to Count de Mai tzan.t 

Potsdam, June 30, 1777. 

* * * I have received nothing from you by the last regular cou- 
rier. But I must tell you of an act of singular daring and recklessness 
on tbe part of" Chevalier Elliot, [the British minister to Berlin], That 
minister took the liberty, through one of his domestics, of abstracting 
the portfolio of Lee, the American, from bis desk in the " Auberge de 
Corsica," in Berlin ; and the theft having made a noise, he not only 
brought back the portfolio to the American, but, moreover, came him- 
self to avoir the theft to my minister, with all the circumstances that 
accompanied it, making various bad excuses for the part be took in it. 
It is properly what is called a public theft ["'nil vol public 1 '!; * nt 1 'f ' 
had wished to make him fee! the resentment which tbe law of nations 
authorizes, and whieh be richly deserved, I would immediately have 
forbidden him the court. But having himself told his fault, and hav- 
ing submitted his person and his sentence to my discretion and my gen- 
erosity, I did not wish to push things to an extreme, aud confined my- 
self to notifying him through my ministers of the impropriety and law- 
lessness of his conduct. 

Such, in fine, is the minister whom the court where you are has chosen 
to reside at mine, and you can judge very well what would have been 
the sensation created by a similar performance there, and how tho 
Chevalier Elliot would have been regarded. It is in the school of 
Bute that such scholars are formed. 

|De la main propre du roi :] 

Oh ! le digneocolier de Bute! Oh ! 1'homme incomparable que votre 
goddam Elliot! En verite, h-s Anglais devraient rougir de honted'eu- 
voyer de tels miuistres aux cours etrangeres, 

"This letter was drawn up ami eMBUluujcated in the Fremiti language. — Si'ahks. 
1 Translated from Circourt's Haucroft, vol. 3, p. 211. As to this theft, see Introduc- 
tion, $ 91; A. Lee to commissioners, June 28, 1777, with note. 
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Hancock, President of Congress, to Williani Lee.* 

Philadelphia, July 1, i777. 
Sir ; Bet e with you will receive commissions from the Congress ot" the 
United States of North America, authorizing and appointing yon to 
represent the said Congress as their commissioner at the courts of 
Vienna and Berlin. You will proceed with all convenient expedition 
to those courts, visiting that first which, on consultation with the com- 
missioners at the court, of Prance, shall he judged most proper. You 
will lose no time in announcing in form to those courts the Declaration 
of Independence made in Congress on the 4th of July, 1778. The 
reasons of this act of independence are so strongly adduced in the 
declaration itself that further argument is unnecessary. As it is of 
tue greatest importance to these States that Great Britain be effectually 
obstructed in the plan of seudiug German and Russian troops to North 
America, you will exert all possible address and vigor to cultivate the 
friendship and procure the interference of the Emperor and of Prussia. 
To this end you will propose treaties of friendship and commerce with 
these powers, upon the same commercial principles as were the basis of 
the first treaties of friendship and commerce proposed to the courts of 
France and Spain by our commissioners, and which were approved in 
Congress the 17th clay of September, 1770, aud not interfering with 
any treaties which may have been proposed to or concluded with the 
courts above mentioned. For your better instruction herein the com- 
missioners at the court of Versailles will be desired to furnish you, 
from Paris, with a copy of the treaty originally proposed to Congress, 
to be entered into with France, together with the subsequent alterations 
that have been proposed on either side. 

You are to propose no treaty of commerce to be of longer duration 
than the term of twelve years from the date of its ratification by the 
Congress of the United States. And it must never be forgotten, in 
these commercial treaties, that reciprocal aud equal advantages to the 
people of both countries be firmly and plainly secured. 

There being reasons to suppose that his Prussian Majesty makes 
commerce an object, you will not fail to place before him in the clearest 
light the great advantages that may result from a free trade between 
the Prussian dominions and North America. 

You will seize the first favorable moment fco solicit, with decent firm- 
ness ami respect, an acknowledgment of the independence of these 
States, aud the public reception of their commissioner as the repre- 
sentative of sovereign States. The measures you may take iu the 
premises, and the occurrences of your negotiation, you will communi- 
cate to Congress by every opportunity. 

*MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 591. As to W. Lee'sexecutiouof 
this mission, see introduction, $ 170 ; as to the mistaken policy on which this and sim- 
ilar diplomatic appointments were made, see introduction, 6$ 16JT. 
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It may not be improper to observe that these instructions, and at! 
others which you may receive from time to time, should be kept as 
secret as circumstances will admit. 

John Hancock. 



Hancock, President of Congress, to Izard." 

Philadelphia, July 1, 1777. 
Sir: Herewith you will receive a commission from the Congress of 
the Uuited States of North America, authorizing and appointing you 
to represent the said Congress, as their commissioner, at the court- of 
the Grand Duke of Tuscany. Von will proceed with all convenient ex. 
peditiou to the court of the grand duke, and will lose uo time in an- 
nouncing in form the Declaration of Independence tnade in Congress the 
4th day of July, 1776. The reasons of this act of independence are so 
strongly adduced in the declaration itself, that further argument is un- 
necessary. 

As it is of the greatest importance to these States that Great Britain 
be effectually obstructed in the plan of sending German and Russian 
troops to North America, you will exert all possible address to prevail 
with the grand duke to use his influence with the Emperor ami the 
courts of France and Spain to this end. 

Von will propose a treaty of friendship and commerce with the said 
grand duke, upon the same commercial principles as were the basis 
of the first treaties of friendship and commerce proposed to the courts 
of France and Spain by our commissioners, and which were approved 
in Congress the 17th day of September, 1770, and not interfering with 
any treaties which may have been proposed to or concluded with the 
courts above mentioned. For your better instruction herein, the com- 
missioners at the court of Versailles will be desired to furnish you from 
Paris, with a copy of the treaty originally proposed by Congress to be 
entered into with France, together with the subsequent alterations 
that have been proposed on either side. 

You are to propose no treaty of commerce to be of longer duration 
than the term of twelve years from the date of its ratification by the 
Congress of the United States. And it must never be forgotten in 
those commercial treaties, that reciprocal and equal advantages to the 
people of both countries be (irmly and plainly sev-nred. 

There being reason to suppose that his Itoyal Highness makes com- 
merce an object of his attention, you will not fail to place before him iu 

* MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Core, 047. Izard never reached 
Florence, uor did be even receive any official recoguition from Tuscany, whose gov - 
eminent refused him permission even to visit its dominion*. (See introduction, 
$ 97°.) As to Izard's course in remaining iu Paris two years and drawing his salary, 
see introduction, J 179. 
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the clearest ligbt, the great advantages that may result from a free 
trade between Tuscany and North America. 

You will seize the first favorable moment to solicit, with, firmness 
and respect, au acknowledgment of the independence of these States, 
and tlie public reception of tbeir commissioner as the representative of 
a sovereign State. 

The measures you may take in the premises, and the occurrences of 
your negotiation, you will communicate to Congress by every oppor- 
tn uity. 

It may not be improper to observe that these instructions, and all 
others which you may receive from time to time, should be kept as 
secret as circumstances wilt admit. 

John Hancock. 



A. Lee to the King of Prussia.* 

Berlin, July 1, 1777. 
Sir: Having been robbed in your city of Berlin in a most extraordi- 
nary manner, f have thus far relied on the common police. But as it 
seemed very probable that the individual who committed this robbery 
can not be prosecuted by the common police, I am obliged to disturb 
your majesty's quiet, and to request that an audience may be granted 
to me, in order to make my complaint, and to say some things there- 
upon which it is impossible to commit to paper or to coulide to any one 
but your majesty. 

I am, sire, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Harrison et al., Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners in Paris, t 

Philadelphia, July 2, 1777. 

Gentlemen: Since our last of the 26th ultimo, which mentions the 
enemy being retreated to Amboy, we have to inform yon that General 
Washington dismissed the Jersey militia, except about two thousand, 
and likewise countermanded the re-enforcement of three thousand men 
from General Putnam's division at Peekskill. We suppose General 
Howe to be apprised of these circumstances, as he immediately after 
returned with bis whole force from Amboy, and made an attempt to 
cut off a division of our array under General Stirling, but without suc- 
cess. For particulars we refer you to General Washington's letters, iu 
the newspapers of the 2d instant. 

A letter from General Washington, just received, informs that the 

• 1 Spark's Dep. Rev. Corr., 439. See A. Lets to commissioners, June "28, 1777, supra, 
with note. 

tMSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 56S7, with verbal changes. 
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enemy have totally evacuated tlie Jerseys, and are retreated to their 
last year's quarters on Staten Island. 

We inclose to you commission and instructions for Ralph Izard and 
William Lee; the first, appointed commissioner to the court of Tuscany, 
and the latter to the courts of Vicuna and Berlin. Their instructions 
are so intimately connected with your own, that we have though t proper 
to send them open, to your confidential care, that you may give infor- 
mation to the gentlemen, and take every due step to forward the exe- 
cution of the intention of Congress. 

B. Harrison. 
li, Morris. 
T. Hayward. 
J. Lovell. 



The King of Prussia to Arthur Lee. 

[Translation.] " 

Potsdam, July 2, 1777. 

The king having received Mr. Lee's letter, dated Berlin, 1st July, 
and his complaint of the robbery that lias been committed, is pleased 
to return him for answer that his majesty has just ordered his minister 
of state, Baron de Schu leu burg, to hear what he has further to otter on 
the subject j that for I his purpose, Mr. Lee may communicate to the said 
minister without reserve everything he may wish to iuform his majesty 
of, who assures him through the present letter, that an inviolable secrecy 
and profound silence shall be observed respecting the overtures he may 
think proper to make through this channel. 

Frederic, t 



Secret Journal of Congress, t 

July 2, 1777. 

Resolved. That the committee for foreign affairs he instructed to pre- 
pare a commission to one or more of the commissioners appointed to 
foreign courts, to empower him or them to represent the Congress at 
the States-General of the United Netherlands. 

July 3, 1777. 

The committee for foreign affairs brought in the form of a commis- 
sion !o the commissioner to the States-General of the Uuited Nether- 
lauds, which was read; whereupon 

Rexohed, That the commission and instructions to the commissioner 
to the States-General of the United Netherlands be the same as those 

* I Sparks' Dip. Roy. Con-., 438, 

tSiee note to A. Lee to cummins ion era, June 2d, 1777, supra, 
t MSS. Dep. of State. 
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given to the commissioners to the courts of Vienna, Berlin, and tbe 
Grand. Duke of Tuscany. 

The committee for foreign affairs brought in the draft of a com- 
mission and instructions to the commissioner to be sent to the States- 
General of the United Netherlands, which were read. 

Ordered to lie on the table.* 



A. Lee to the Commissioners in Paris, t 

Berlin, July C, 1777. 
Gentlemen: I informed you in my last of the 28th of my having 
been robbed of my papers, and having retrieved them in a few hours. 
Whether they were read I can not ascertain, but I think they would 
never have returned tbem had they known their contents. My journal 
book, winch was among them, contains all onr transactions in France 
and Spain. Yon will therefore judge whether it be proper ro guard 
those courts against any complaints from England, As they have re- 
turned tbe evidence of what they will allege, it may well be treated as 
a forgery.} 

I have just learnt that tbe envoy has dispatched his secretary to 
London, but whether to guard against tbe storm which he expects his 
indiscretion will excite from hence, or to give the intelligence he ob- 
tained, or both, I know not. I have thought it prudent to wait here 
some days to see whether the ill humor he has excited will furnish n 
favorable opportunity of obtaining something, but I shall leave this 
place nest week unless something from you should stop me ; hitherto 
I have not been favored with a single line. I see in the English papers 
that cruisers are sent to the Baltic, which I am afraid are against Wickes. 
Perhaps you will think it proper to change tbe name of Bonx's ship, to 
embarrass their complaints to the States, should they make any, -1 in- 
close you the price of several articles we want, and which seem to be 
cheaper here than in France. 
Adieu, 

Arthur Lee, 

* Aa to mission to the Netherlands, see introduction, $ 37. 
1 MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coit., 439. 

JThis, if it be meant to suggest that the commissioners should take the ground 
that Arthur Lee's journal was a forgery, the reason being that as the journal was re- 
turned, the assertion, though untrue, could be safely made, is an extraordinary re- 
quest, and none the less so from the fact that, while tbe originals were returned, Arthur 
Lee had no reason to believe that eopies of them were not retained. Such copies 
were retained, and were sent to England. Aa to what papers were iu tbe stolen 
package, there is a conflict which Is examined, supra, in Jtote to A. Lee to commis- 
sioners, June 28, 1777. 
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Vergeunes to the Commissioners at Paris.' 
[Translation.] 

Versailles, July 16, 1777. 

(Jemtlemem: Yon can not forget that, at the first conversation I bad 
with both of you, I assured yon that you should enjoy in France, with 
respect to your persons, every security and comfort which we showed 
to foreigners ; and as to your commerce and navigation, we would grant 
every facility compatible with the exact observation of but treaties with 
England, which the king's principles would induce him religiously to 
fulfil. In order to prevent every doubt with respect to the vessels that 
may participate in the favors which we grant in our ports to nations 
in amity, I must point out to you the article of the treaty which forbids 
the power of allowing privateers free access into our ports, unless 
tii rough pressing necessity, as also with respect to the deposit and sale 
of their prizes. You promised, gentlemen, to conform thereto. 

After so particular an explanation, we did not press the departure of 
the ship Reprisal, which brought Mr. Franklin to France, because we 
were assured it was destined to return with merchandise. We had quite 
lost sight of this vessel, a-nd imagined she was in the latitudes of Amer- 
ica, when, with great surprise, we understood that she had entered 
Ij'Orient, after taking several prizes. Orders were immediately given 
that she should depart in twenty- four hours, and to conduct her prizes 
to the only admiralties that were authorized to judge of their validity. 
Captain Wicbes complained of a leak. Being visited by proper officers, 
his allegation was found to be legal and admissible, the necessary re- 
pairs were permitted, and lie was enjoined to put to sea again. 

After such repeated advertisements, the motives of which you have 
been informed of, we had no reason to expect, gentlemen, that the said 
Sieur Wickes would prosecute his cruising in the European seas, and 
We con Id not be otherwise than greatly surprised that, after having 
associated with the privateers the Lexington and the Dolphin to infest 
the Euglish coast, they should all Hiree of them come for refuge into 
our ports. Yon are too well informed, gentlemen, and too penetrating, 
riot to see how this conduct affects the dignity of the king, my master, 
at the same time it offends the neutrality, which his majesty professes. 
I expect, therefore, from your equity, that you will be the first to con- 
demn a conduct so opposite to the duties of hospitality and decency. 
The king can not dissemble it, and it is by his express order, gentlemen, 
tiiat I acquaint you that orders have been sent to the ports in which 
the said privateers have entered, to requester and detain them until 
sufficient security can be obtained that they shall return directly to 
their country, and not expose themselves by new acts of hostility to the 
necessity of seeking an asylum in our ports. 

As to the prizes they may have taken, if they have brought them into 

" MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Kev. Chit., Sfet7, with verbal diaugea! 
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our ports, they Lave orders to go out immediately; and the same cou- 
dnct shall be observed towards any capture of any nation whatever. 
Such are the obligations of our treaties, conformable to our marine ordi- 
nances, which the king can not, by any means, evade. It will bo highly 
proper for you to mate these intentions known, wherever you may think 
it most expedient, so that new privateers, from the example of the mis- 
conduct of those against whom we are obliged to be rigorous, may not 
expose themselves to the like embarrassments. 

What I have the honor to inform you, gentlemen, of the king's dis- 
position, by no means changes the assurances which 1 have been author- 
ized to make to you at the time of your arrival, and which I again 
renew, for the security of your residence, and of all such of your nation 
whom it may suit to reside among us, as well as with respect to the 
commerce allowed of, which will meet with every facility on our part 
that onr laws and usages will permit. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Veeobnnes. 

Franklin and Deane to Verge lines.* 

I'AJtrs, July 17, 1777. 

Sir: We are very sensible of the protection afforded to us and to 
our commerce since our residence in this kingdom, agreeable to the 
gooduess of the king's gracious intentions and to the law of nations, 
and it gives us real and great concern when any vessels of war apper- 
taining to America, either through ignorance or inattetitiou, do any- 
thing that may offend his majesty in the smallest degree. The Cap- 
tains Wiokes, Nicholson, and John sou have excused to ns their return- 
ing to France, being chased into the channel and close to your ports by 
English men-of-war, of the truth of which we have no doubt, the Re- 
prisal particularly having been obliged to throw her guns overboard to 
facilitate her escape. 

We had, some days before we were honored by your excellency's let- 
ter, dispatched by an express the most positive orders to them to de- 
part directly to America, which they are accordingly preparing to do, 
as your excellency will see by the letter inclosed, which we have just 
received by the return of that express. We shall communicate his 
majesty's orders to our frieuds residing in your ports, and acquaint the 
Congress with the same, to the end that our armed vessels may be 
warned of the consequence that must attend an infringement of them. 
We doubt not but they will be henceforth strictly attended to, and we 
are willing and ready to give any security your excellency may judge 
sufficient and reasonable that, after being fitted and provisioned for 
so long a voyage, those vessels shall proceed directly to America, with- 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparka' Dip. Rev. Corr., 2SJ9, with verbal changes, 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDKNCE. 



out making any other cruise on the coasts of England, We are thank- 
ful for the repeated assurances of his majesty's protection continued to 
us and such of our nation as may reside in France, and for the facili- 
ties indulged to our commerce at this critical conjuncture, which will 
always he remembered iu our country with gratitude and affection. 
We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin, 
Silas Deahe. 



Lovell to Washington.* 

Philadelphia, July 24, 1777. 

Sir: So long ago as December 2, 1775, direction was given by Con- 
gress to the committee of secret correspondence to procure from Europe 
four good engineers. Tins was not, however, accomplished till the 13th 
of last February, when the bearer, the Chevalier DuportaiI,t with M. 
La Kadiere, M. Gouvion, and one other officer, who is left sick in the 
West Indies, were engaged by Dr. Franklin and Mr. Define to COtne 
over to America, I beg your excellency to observe well that these are 
the only officers of any species wlio havtj been procured from abroad 
by express direction of Congress, and this I do because I am about to 
furnish you with several circumstances peculiarly within my knowledge 
relative to a point of equity well worthy your excellency's attention. 

The corps of engineers is very honorable in France, and officers from 
it are sought by different European powers. These gentlemen who 
are come over into our service made an agreement, with our commis- 
sioners to rise one degree from the rank they held at home, upon a 
supposition that the practice of Europe had been regarded here. But 
when they arrived they found instances very different with respect to 
officers iu all other corps. It was their mishap also to see a major of 
artillery affecting to be exalted four ranks, as a chief, in his proper line 
and theirs also. They made a representation of these circumstances 
and appealed to the equity of Congress. But they had arrived at a 
time when the infatuation of some here and the wild conduct of one 
abroad had rendered a spirit of reformation absolutely necessary as to 
the point of rank. 

The ingenuous, however, must own that there is singular hardship 
in the ease of these gentlemen. The only officers ever sent for by us, 
procured by the real political agents of Congress, coming out with the 
good wishes of the French ministry, being of undoubted rank and 
ability in their profession, find themselves in the dilemma of becoming 

*1 Sparks' letters to Washington, 408. 

+As to Dn portal 1 ami other French officers who entered our revolutionary service, 
sec introduction, $ 78. For contract in full, seegujjra, Fell. 13, 1777. As to Coudray, 
see introduction, S 63. See further as to Coudray 's claim*, committee to commission- 
ers, Dec. 1, 1777, 
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the first examples of our new reforming spirit, or else of going borne 
during a, campaign, which their high sense of honor will not allow. 
But though the Chevalier Duportail was not made a brigadier, yet it 
appeared too gross to expose him to be directed in bis peculiar line by 
such as will readily acknowledge his pretensions by regular education 
aud discipline to be greatly superior to their own. His commission, pre- 
vents this, and enables him so to distribute in work the others who 
came with him as to prevent them who have been within a few months 
as long in service as himself from being interfered with by such as 
never belonged to the royal corps of engineers in France, or perhaps but 
a very short time to any other. 

Your excellency can not but wonder at the strange manner of word- 
ing the commission. I shall explain it with the greatest freedom. M. 
Da Cou dray being employed as a good artillery officer to examine the 
arsenals in France, to see what cannon, etc., could be spared from them, 
acted with great industry in that employment and much seeming regard 
to America. In the course of his transactions between the Compte de 
St. Germain and Mr. Deane be was not blind to perceive that be might 
tiike occasion to serve himself. Besides being paid for his trouble and 
expenses in France, he procured an agreement from Mr. Deane, which 
has already been shown to your excellency, and has affected you, doubt' 
less, with the same surprise and indignation which it nas excited in 
others almost without a single exception. 

I shall omit any remarks upon that treaty, or a long, too ingenious 
memorial presented to Congress with it, except such as are strictly con- 
nected with the occasion of this letter. M. Du Ctmdray having created 
himself to the command of artillery and engineers, persuaded Mr. 
Deatte that it would be impossible to get any from the military corps 
of engineers, now called royal, because their demands would be so ex- 
orbitant, anil that it would be also unnecessary, because we ought not 
to build fortified places in America to serve as secure holds to our 
enemy when once taken from us, and that therefore a few bridge and 
eauseicay makers would answer all the ends of military engineers. Such 
he brought wilh him, who were quite ready to fall under the command 
of an artillery direction, when not. the lowest officer of the royal corps 
of engineers would have submitted to such a novel pretense. 

It is needless to inquire whether it he true that Mr. Deane acknowl- 
edged he had been surprised into this uncouth compact. It is sufficient 
that Dr. Frauklin made an after one, which Mr. Deane also signed. Is 
not this in fact tantamount to a disavowal of the first treaty so far as 
relates to the orders of Congress. For if those orders were fulfilled by 
the first why wan a second treaty made 1 The agents show that there 
had been a deception, or that there had not been any attempt to follow 
the instructions of Congress as to engineers; in. all the train attending 
M. Da Coudray. 
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Another remark may not be impertinent her©. As these four engi- 
neers showed their treaty to tbe Couipte ile St Germain, to whoni they 
have also written from hence, it can not be supposed that be would have 
permitted a lieutenant-colonel of the royal corps of engineers and two 
old majors of tbe same to come over hither to be under the immediate 
command of a young major of artillery. It is not to be conceived. From 
whence I conclude that M. Du Coudray never let his exorbitant and 
whimsical treaty be known to that minister of the war department, 
who must have beeu shocked at the confusion of corps in the principles 
of contract. 

Excuse me, dear general, I will not again wander from the point 
which I said I would explain. M. Du Con dray has given full scope to 
his species of ingenuity here, as in the neighborhood of Mr. Dean p. I 
have been told that he has said if he could not be employed himself lie 
would bring it about that these others should not. This may be an ab- 
solute falsehood. But I will ownitcoines the nearest of anything which 
I can conceive of to explain the delays which have taken place in regard 
to these engineers, who ought to have beeu sent to your excellency long 
ago. They have remained subject to the crucifying expenses of this 
city because their employment seemed to interfere with M. Du (Joudray's 
pretensions, though those very pretensions had been rejected. Your 
excellency would doubtless smile if you should ever hear that even a 
number of peasants disputed three days about the difference betweeu 
the consequences of a man's being colonel- in-chief, or first colonel, or 
colonel to take rank and command of all heretofore appointed, or col- 
onel • eommawJawt of engineers. Would not a brigadier or major- general 
of engineers alike annul the supremacy of the differently-worded com- 
missions? Or rather, do not the four different modes give like com- 
mand? 

I shall pass from rank to pay. These gentlemen not only, far from 
the prophesied exorbitancy in demand of rank, never received one 
shilling in France as gratification, though others who were not sent for 
received large sums, and claim pay for their embarkation, and even 
pensions for life. But Dr. Franklin, supposing it would be less trouble 
to himself and more agreeable to the engineers to see to their own pas- 
sages, stipulated their pay from the 13th of February. 

As no regulations have yet been made in regard to cavalry or engi- 
neers, these gentlemen have received five months' pay as infantry, which 
will not refund the expenses of their voyage, I am really uneasy, when 
I find manly, honorable intentions do not meet with at least equal emol- 
uments with artful, suspicious, tricking contractors. If these officers 
do not walk to camp, it is not because they were furnished by the board 
of war with horses upon my application for them ; and yet the nature 
of their profession demands a provision of the kind. Are they suddenly 
to reconuoitre a camp, a river, a shoal, or a whole neighboring country, 
through which an army is to march, and to make the speediest return 
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to the generals, on toot ? I trust your excellency, when asking for en- 
gineers, had ideas of something beyond what the sinister views of an 
ambitious foreigner have sought to inspire us with here ; which is form- 
ing a causeway, or cutting a ditch, or planking a bridge. And I shall 
consequently rest satisfied that you will receive the officers now pre- 
senting themselves to you, and secure to them such honors and emolu- 
ments as you shall find them to merit from their education and abili- 
ties, 'exempt ifi ed under your command. Ho one lias been more back- 
ward than I in desiring to see foreigners in our service, to the slight of 
my countrymen. And, except engineers, I could not admit the thought 
of oar wanting any military strangers, other than one or two veteran 
adjutants or majors, who know our language well, and could serve as 
iustructors at large to our spirited arid well- attached young American 
officers. 

I wish these engineers could speak English better than they do ; but 
they can receive orders and give them iu English, and will speedily 
learn to speak. 

I hope your excellency will not think amiss of the freedom I have 
taken at this time, both as to the matter of my letter aud the inter- 
ruptivo length of it. 1 do not write officially, as of the committee on 
foreign applications, in that capacity I have more than once com- 
municated to you proceedings of Congress, in a style which might 
lead you to tniscoujeeture my individual opinion. I write as a friend to 
my country, and the reputation of its Congress, its army and agents 
abroad. I write, as being well acquainted with your excellency, or, iu 
other words, as thinking I know you. In short, I write because I had 
determined it to he my duty so to write. That path once determined, 
1 never ask myself whether there may be a lion iu the way. 

After the important kiuduesses which your excellency has done me, 
I so far forgive the late injury of your apologizing for a short answer 
written by one of your hurried family, as not to revenge myself by en- 
treating you to excuse my rough, uncopied sheets to a violent head- 
ache, Aliquando dormitat did uot appear an nn natural charge against 
Homer. Nimium vigilat would have appeared so against Scipio or 
Marlborough, and yet I am led by you to think they might have given 
provocation for it. 

With truest vows for your prosperity, I am your excellency's obliged 
friend and humble servant, 

James Lovbll. 



A. Lee to Committee on Foreign Affairs." 

Pabis, July 29, 1777. 
Gentlemen : 1 had the honor of informing the committee of my pro- 
ceedings at Berlin, in a letter from thence dated 11th of the last month. 
On my first interview with his excellency the Baron de Schulenburg, 
* MSB. Dep. of State; 1 Sharks' Rev. Dip. Corr., 440. 
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lie ill formed mo that, upon receiving information of iny intending to 
come to Berlin, lie had written to signify the King's resolution not to 
receive ine as a public minister, but that he should be glad to receive any 
information relative to the proposal of carrying oo trade with us. I 
urged the example of civil wars both in England and Holland, during 
which public minis ters were received from them by neutral powers, 
without its being deemed as an infringement of their neutrality, with 
many other similar instances of great authority. He answered that his 
majesty had pledged his honor to the King of Great Britain not to in- 
terfere in this dispute; he therefore wished that I would confine myself 
entirely to the subject of trade, as he could not hear any further propo- 
sitions,* 

As I had not been expressly commissioned by Congress to the court 
of Berlin, I thought it not prudent to insist upon this point; 1 there- 
fore gave him what lights I could touching the proper articles of com- 
merce, the best ports in America, and the safest means of conducting 
the trade, I trusted that I should find an opening for going further, 
upon better acquaintance and opportunity ; accordingly, I ventured, in 
a little time, to propose the opening of their ports to our cruisers, and 
allowing the sale of prizes. I was assured, in answer to this proposition, 
that they would inquire upon what footing this was done in France and 
Spftiu, and inform me whether the same would be admitted in their 
ports. 

Whilst I was at dinner one day some person contrived to get into my 
chamber, which was locked, and break open my desk, from whence lie 
took all my papers. I soon discovered the robbery and alarmed the 
police. The English envoy, who happeued to be on a visit in the hotel 
when the alarm was given, immediately went home, and in a few min- 
utes the papers were all returned, apparently unopened. The envoy 
went to the king next day to excuse himself, but was not admitted. 
It appeared, upon examination, that his servant had frequently offered 
a large sum to the servants of the house if they would steal my papers; 
but as I never went out of my room upon the most trifling occasion 
without locking them up, they were obliged to have recourse to vio- 
lence. The resentment of every oue at so outrageous an act was soon 
lost iu contempt of the envoy's folly for returning what he had incurred 
so much odium in acquiring. The minister of state told me they could 
do nothing more than to insist upon his recall, which he imagined the 

* The distinction between recognition of independency and recognition of belliger- 
ency is well settled. In the late civil war, for instance, tbc insurgents were recog- 
nized by foreign [towers as belligerents, and they were practically recognized by tbe 
Government of tbe United States when it treated prisoners taken from them as pris- 
oners of war and not as traitors. Frederick bad, before the date of tbe above letter, 
recognized the United States as belligereuts. If ho, they were entitled to have agents 
at Berlin, But it pleased him not only to overlook this distinction, but to treat the 
American envoys as ferw iialura', whoso goods it was not larceny to steal, 
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envoy, considering the unfavorable light in which this action had placed 
him, would do himself.* 

I thought this a favorable opportunity of pressing for aid from the 
king, in artillery, arms, and money, of which I was well informed lie 
had a considerable sum in his treasury; but I could obtain nothing but 
assurances of his desire to serve us if it were in his power. Upon 
taking leave, the Baron de Schutenburg delivered me a message from 
his majesty, desiring me to assure my constituents that nothing would 
give him more pleasure than to hear of their success, and that he wished 
whatever good news I received might be communicated to him. I did 
not omit to press his interposition relative to German and Russian aux- 
iliaries. In auswer to this, the minister assured me that we had no 
reason to apprehend anything, either from one or the other, in future. 
What I have collected from various sources upon the subject is (his: 
The German princes who have hired their troops, besides having ren- 
dered themselves exceedingly odious, have suffered greatly, and are 
still suffering, by the emigrations of their subjects, for fear of being 
forced into this service, which is excessively unpopular and odious 
through all Germany. Under these circumstances those princes are 
neither much inclined, nor at all able, to furnish new supplies; the 
troops already sent were their utmost exertions, and, in all probability, 
will be their last. 

The situation of the Empress of Russia is not more favorable ; she is 
under a constant alarm for the internal quiet of her kingdom, in which 
there are everywhere the seeds of great and dangerous discontent, A 
considerable force is required to preserve the acquisitions she has made 
in Poland. The peace with the Porte is an armed truce, which threatens 
to break out into action every moment. The lirst and most sacred prin- 
ciple of the Mahometan religion is the union of all Mussulmans; the 
dividing the Orimea from them is, for this reason, a mortal wound to 
their religious principles, and renders the hate peace universally odious, 
Perpetual obstacles are therefore raised to the execution of it; and 
the Turks are opeuly preparing to avenge their late defeats. So cir- 
cumstanced, it is certain the Empress is herself in great need of assist- 
ance, instead of being in a condition to give it; t which, were she able, 
it is conceived she would never stoop To do «,* a subsidiary of Great 
Britain in such a contest, and in such company as the little German 
princes. What is further security against their future efforts, is the de- 
ficiency of funds on the part of our enemies. I found their credit in 
Germany had been at no time lower that it is now. We have good in- 
telligence from Holland of its falling there apace. In England men 
ruminate every «tay more deeply on the dark and ruinous prospect be- 
fore them, and most assuredly their credit there is already stretched to 
its utmost. Ail this may be well conceived, from the light in which the 

* Sen A Lee to cotiuniosiouers, June 28, 1777. Introduction, $$ 91, 144, 150, 193. 
tSoe iulroductiou, § 92. 
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contest has been always viewed. In England it was regarded as un- 
wise; in every part of Europe, as n incise ami unjust. Nothing but the 
most brilliant and immediate success could have prevented the conse- 
quence of these opinions. That has not happened, and therefore they 
now begin to experience the bitter effects of their folly and injustice. 
Every day confirms me more and more in the opinion that otir enemies 
cau not continue the war another campaign with any effect, and that 
the acknowledgment of your independency will be a serious subject of 
deliberation among the powers of Europe the ensuing winter. 
Yours, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



A. Lee to Gerard." 

Paris, August 1, 1777. 

Sir: Understanding that his excellency Count de Vergennes was 
in Paris, I took that opportunity of endeavoring to pay my respects to 
him, without the parade of comiug to Versailles, which, in the present 
state of things, may be troublesome. But if his excellency has any 
desire to know what I transacted at Berlin, I shall receive his com- 
mands to attend him at Versailles with pleasure. My instructions 
having been to do nothing there that might be disagreeable to this 
court, I have endeavored to follow them precisely. 

i beg, sir, you will accept personally my respects, and I have f he 
honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin and Deane's Contract with M. Holker.l 

August C, 1777. 

We, the undersigned, acknowledge that we have authorized M, Holker 
to treat with Messrs. Sabbatier & i) espies for five thousand coats, 
waistcoats, and breeches, of which two thousand live hundred coats are 
to be blue, and two thousand five hundred brown, with facings, linings, 
and collars of red, the waistcoats and breeches to be white, agreeably 
to the present treaty, and to the same clauses and conditions therein 
stipulated. 

Done at Paris, the 15th of August, 1777. 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 

The present contract done and signed in duplicates to be faithfully 
executed on both sides, agreeably to its tenor and form. 
Paris, 6th of August, 1777. 

MON'i'IlIEU. 

Silas Deane, 
For B. Franklin and self. 



' 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr.,443. 
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Amount iif Sundry Articles w Mkrchaxdisr MXNTJtOinsD in the abovk CON- 



TRACTS. 

6, 000 coats, complete, at 37 livres each 222, 000 

12,000 pair woolen stockings, at 30 por doxen 30, 000 

100,000 pounds of copper, at 27 per pound 135, 000 

S2, 000 pounds sheet copper and nails, at 3:} per pound 3fj, 300 

20,000 pounds English tin, at 17 the hundred-weight... 17,000 

4, 000,000 flints, 4 per 100 10,000 

45fi, 300 



Sum total, four hundred ;i ml fifty-six thousand three hundred livres, errors am] 
omissions excepted. 



Harrison et al., Committee of Foreign Affairs to the Commissioners at Paris.* 

Philadelphia, August 7, 1777. 
Gentlemen i Inclosed are duplicates of commissions aud instruc- 
tions for William Lee and Italph Izard, and triplicates of our letters 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. 

Since our last, of July 3, various circumstances have happened iu 
the military department, many of which are so intricate and unfinished 
as not to enable us to draw any just conclusions from them. 

Immediately after the unsuccessful attempt made by General Howe, 
June 20, to cut off a detachment of onr army, under Lord Stirling, us 
mentioned in our last, the whole body of the enemy retreated to Stateu 
Island, embarked on board their fleet, and on the 23d of July put to 
sea | on the 27th they appeared off the Capes of Delaware. General 
Washington, with the army, arrived at Germantown on the 29th. On 
the 31st the enemy's fleet stood oat to. sea. They made a second ap- 
pearance at the capes, since which we have had no account of them. 
As this packet goes from the eastward, you will probably be furnished 
with something further from that quarter. 

Onr worst news is, that we have lost Ticonderoga ; whether by neg- 
lect or necessity, cowardice or good com! net, will appear hereafter. 
Congress has ordered General Gates to that department, and has 
directed Generals Schuyler and St. Clair to appear at headquarters, 
that an inquiry may be made into their conduct, and the circumstances 
of this mysterious affair. In the papers of July 16, 23, August 5 and 
6, you have Generals Schuyler's and St. Clair's letters, and the resolves 
of Congress. We have been fortunate enough to take, and so unfortu- 
nate as to lose again, the Fox frigate. She was taken by the Captains 
Manly and McNeal, but two heavy English ships being in sight when 
she struck, she was afterwards retaken by tbem, 

Major-General Preseott, who commanded the enemy's forces at Rhode 
Island, was seized and made prisoner by a small party under Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Barton, as you may see by General Washington's letter to 
Congress, printed July 23. The Congress have presented Colonel Bar- 



•■MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip- Rev. Coir., '230, with vei hal change. 
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ton with a sword, anil likewise Lieutenant-Colonel Meigs with another, 
this officer having performed a gallant exploit on Long Island, bringing 
off nearly a hundred prisoners, and destroying a large quantity of forage. 

Were it not for the Ticonderoga affair we should have nothing but 
good news to communicate ; and even that may turn out in the end a 
lucky circumstance to the general cause, as did the attempt of the en- 
emy to march through the Jerseys last winter. We have a fine healthy 
army, anxious for nothing so much as to meet their foes. Surely it 
must appear very ridiculous in Europe that General Howe should be 
thus shunning the army he came out to conquer, and wasting his time 
iu cruising upon the coast with his whole fleet at this hot season of the 
year, when the ministry in England, and perhaps Lord Stormout at 
Paris, have given out that he has penetrated a hundred miles and more 
into the country. 

We are, with great regard, gentlemen, your most humble servants, 

Benjamin IJarrison. 
liOBERT Morris. 
James Lovell. 



Harrison et al, Committee of Foreign Affairs, to Arthur Lee." 

Philadelphia, August 8, 1777. 
Sir: We have to acknowledge yours of March IS, from Vitoria, in 
Spain, and another of May 13, from Paris. The first falls particularly 
under the notice of the committee of commerce, to whom it has been 
referred . 

You could not, at the time of writing it, have been certified of the 
arrival of some interesting dispatches from Congress to your colleagues 
iu Prance, on the 10th of that mouth, which might have occasioned a 
very considerable alteration in the polities of the court of Versailles, 
which would consequently influence those of the court of Madrid. 

The intelligence contained in your last is a most pleasing confirma- 
tion of the hopes which you had given us of pecuniary aid from Spain. 
Whatever tends to establish the value of our paper currency is most 
highly important to us. Congress will immediately go into a consider- 
ation of the several hints for this purpose, given by you and Messrs. 
Pranklin and Deane. The nnpleasing events in the northern depart- 
ment have so far engaged the attention of all public bodies that it lias 
been impossible for Congress to decide upon the subjects mentioned to 
them by you early enough for us to forward their determinations by the 
preseut opportunity. 

By our several letters dispatched iu the armed sloop Independence, 
from hence, or by duplicates and gazettes sent by Mr. McCreary from 
Baltimore, yon will know by way of Paris the history of our military af- 

* I Sparks Di[>. Rev. Corr., 443. 
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fairs in a regular detail. We are at tins time altogether uncertain as to 
Mr. Howe's destination, his fleet not having been seen since the 1st of this 
mouth . Indeed we shall leave you, for the most part, to get informa- 
tion of our operations from the gentlemen at Paris, lo whom we shall 
have the most direct opportunities of conveyance. 

We wish you success on the embassy you are now engaged in ; and 
we are pleased that you are so agreeably connected with Mr. Say re, 
whose attachment to the cause of liberty and this country has been 
manifested. 

We are, with much regard, sir, your friends and humble servants, 

Benjamin HArrison. 
Egbert Morris. 
James Lovell. 



Franklin, Deane, and Lee to Vergeimes.* 

Versailles, August 12, 1777. 

Sir : We understand, with great surprise, that one of Mir country- 
men, Mr. Hodge, a merchant of Philadelphia, is apprehended at Paris, 
with all his papers, and carried away by the otlicers of police.t 

As Mr. Hodge is a person of character, connected with the best 
houses in our country, and employed here by a committee of Congress 
to purchase goods, we can not conceive him capable of any willful 
offense against the laws of this nation. Our personal regard for hiin, 
as well as the duty of our station, obliges us to interest ourselves in 
his behalf, and to request, as we do most earnestly, that he may be 
immediately restored to us. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 
Arthur Lee, 



A. Lee to Scliulenburg.l 

Paris, August 13, 1777. 

Sir : Upon inquiry I find the plan for establishing assurance com- 
panies at Eoueu, Nantes, and Bordeaux is not yet carried into execu- 
tion, and that it respects French subjects only. At Cadiz they confine 
themselves to forty thousand livres in one bottom. 

I am satisfied, sir, upon the maturest reflection and consultation with 
my brother commissioners, that the opening of your ports to our 
cruisers is the only way of commencing a commerce with effect. 

Some management which this court thinks necessary to use with that 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Colt., 231. 
t See index, I lodge. 

f MSS, Dep. of Shite; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 444. 
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of England has thrown a temporary difficulty on the admission of our 
cruisers and prizes into the ports of France. The great profit made by 
privateering is an irresistible temptation to seamen, -which, together 
with the greater demand for our navy, will render it impossible for 
merchant vessels to find hands to navigate them. 

We have received no direct intelligence from America for two months. 
The English court conceal what they receive. This, however, is cer- 
tain, that General Howe, unable to make his way to Philadelphia 
through the Jerseys, has embarked his troops for some other expedi- 
tion. As far, therefore, as we can judge, the campaign is not likely to 
be quite so brilliant as was expected. 
1 have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



A, Lee to Gardoqui." 

Paris, August 18, 1777. 
Sir: My return from Berlin gives me an opportunity of renewing our 
correspondence. By what I learn from Dr. Franklin our affairs with 
yon have taken a sudden turn, for which J am at a loss to account. If 
the reason he not a secret of state, that may not be communicated, you 
will oblige me much by letting me know it. Perhaps it may be founded 
on some misapprehension, which on being made known may be re- 
moved. 

I was in great hopes of succeeding in my endeavors to procure the 
admission of our armed vessels into some northern ports, but Ihe late 
maneuvers of this court I am apprehensive wilt prevent it. t We 
should by that means have relieved our southern friends from part 
of the burden, which has hitherto rested on them alone, and turned 
both the observation and the complaints of Great Britain into another 
channel. 

1 have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Vergermea to Grand. 
[Translation. "]* 

August 21, 1777. 
Sir: Your idea has been thought a just one, but as it can not as yet 
operate effectually it is conceived best to reserve the execution of it 
until such time as will produce more desirable sensations. 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 44!>, 

iTliis was not only a mistake, since Vergennes was doing ail he could to obtain 
from Prussia and Russia belligerent rights for America, but was impolitic, as Spain 
co u lil mil) hi- forced In aid America by (be <-s am |>l<- of France. Letters Mich as Ibis 
were well calculated to cause Spain to look with increasing disfavor on America. 
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Tbe news from Holland that certain persons of distinction are sent 
to America is not confirmed from any quarter. The news from Lou- 
don made no mention of it. There is no doubt but that England is de- 
sirous of peace. The minister himself wishes it, but I do not imagine 
that it is upon the same conditions as America. Your friends are 
neither just nor reasonable if they complain of the bounds that it is 
necessary to set to the enterprises of their privateers. They have been 
informed of what can be granted to them; they have been entreated to 
conform to our obligations. We have exerted a patience which they 
had no right to expect; but when matters are carried to excess, it is 
necessary to convince them that we are not insensible of it. We can 
not allow the privateers of any nation whatever to come in and go out 
of our ports as they would their own. This is a duty imposed on us by 
treaties. Neither can we permit the. sale of prizes.* In every other 
respect we have shown the greatest compliance; we have even gone 
further than was reasonably to be expected. 

It has been with the greatest regret that some severity has been 
shown in a feiv instances, although the occasions have been many. 
Moreover, if I am written to on the subject, and in a suitable manner, 
I will give an answer; but as to what you say respecting the disposi- 
tion of your friends, I perceive that sentiments of friendship have not 
made a deep impression on them. M. de Ohaumout has informed us of 
their intention of selling their privateers here. Should they prefer to 
go away with them, let them explain themselves. I will willingly en- 
deavor to obtain immediate permission for them on positive condition 
that they will not return again. With regard to Hodge, you well know 
what he promised. I know not whether such tricks are allowed in 
America, but in France and Europe it is a very serious fault to tell the 
King a falsehood, which he did when he affirmed aud gave security 
that the vessel which sailed from Dunkirk was not designed as a priva- 
teer. 

I)e Vergennes. 



Dumas to Committee of Foreign Affairs.f 

August 22, 1777. 
Gentlemen : In spite of my extreme circumspection, your enemies 
are not altogether without knowledge of me, and, not able to persecute 
me openly, are endeavoring secretly to deprive nie of my post in this 
country. I sent an account yesterday to Paris, aud to-day to a certain 
person at The Hague, of what has happened to me. I am sustained in 
all my losses by the firm resolution to live and die the faithful servant 
of United America, and by consequence also with the most profound 

* See index, title Prizes. 

t MSS. Deo. of State ; 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 239. 
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respect for the honorable general Congress and yourselves, God bless 
your just arms. 

September 5. — It would be useless for me to give you copies of tbe 
last letters that I wrote to Paris. They chiefly concern myself; aud I 
await their answers. I witt say only iu general here, that, from the 
moment when I was first honored with your orders anil your confidence, 
I have devoted to you, in every event, uiy person, services, and fidelity] 
and this for the love 1 bear to your cause, and on the most perfect con- 
viction of its justice. I have conducted myself in the execution of your 
orders with all imaginable prudence, circumspection, and patience. 
At last, however, I am the victim of the suspicions aud implacable 
hatred of your enemies. They have found it an easy task to injure me 
indirectly iu the sordid, ungrateful, and treacherous heart of a person 
on whom my fortune depended, aud who is devoted to them. I should 
be ruined, with my family, if I had not firm confidence of receiving in 
your service the annual stipend allotted for their subsistence of which 
1 have been deprived.* To this injustice they have added the insult 
of tempting me by deceitful offers, which 1 have rejected with disdain, 
because I could not accept them without exposing your secrets, or at 
least degrading the character with which you have honored me in the 
eyes of those who have knowledge, of it. My refusal has exasperated 
them against, me ; they will secretly ruin me as far as they are able. 
But I have said enough of myself. 

Your enemies have begun to take the Dutch vessels in Europe as 
well as iu America; among others, one for St. Eustatia. They are im- 
patient at Amsterdam to know how tbe regency will take this; aud 
they write me that this circumstance will probably be the cause of the 
detention of vessels bound for the islands two months iu this port, 
I have the honor to be, etc. 

DUMAS.t 

Deane to Robert Morris.! 

Paris, AilffUSt 23, 1777. 

Dear Sir: My letter No. 1, of this date, gives you the state of Gap- 
tain Bell's proceeding, and the circumstances attending it. In this I 
mean to give you a short view of the conduct of this court with respect 
to the American ships of war, private as well as public, which I can not 
well do without giving yon a history of facts. 

You know that when 1 left America, naval armaments were but be- 
giuniug by the Congress, and the inquiry was hardly made, even by 

* As to Dumas' relations to Congress, sec index, title Dumas. 

t Letters of Dumas of Juue 24, July ?, August 2, August 14, 1777, are omitted as 
without public importance. Other letters of subsequen t dates aie omitted (iu this 
respect following Sparks) on tbe same principle?. 

t MSS. Dep. of Slate; 1 Sparks' Dip. Kev. Corr., 78, with verbal changes. 
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individuals, whether foreigu powers would admit our cruisers and their 
prizes?* After my arrival, the question was first started by Captain 
Lee, of Marblehead, at Bilboa, of which I gave you an account in my 
letters of October and November last. Captain Lee carried uo prize 
into Bilboa with him ; and the question turned simply on the complaint 
of the English consul, charging him with having committed acts of 
piracy on the high seas, in making prizes of English vessels. The 
commissary, or governor of the port, detained his vessel, au€l sent to 
court for directions, and received orders to set the vessel at liberty; 
which orders were accompanied with a general declaration, that his 
catholic majesty was neuter in the dispute between England and 
America. Though the issue of this business was favorable, it was not 
direct to the point ; we wished to establish the declaration of neutrality 
general. 

In my letters of October and November last, some of which must have 
been received, I repeatedly gave my sentiments in favor of sending 
cruisers into these seas. The h'rst that arrived was the Reprisal, with 
two prizes. This caused much speculation ; and at our first audience 
after, we were told, that by the treaties subsisting between France and 
England, ships of war belonging to any foreigu power at war with 
either could not be admitted in their ports unless driven by stress of 
weather, or want of provisions, etc. ; and that in such case they could 
not be permitted to stay longer than twenty four hours, or until they 
had taken on board the provisions necessary to carry thorn to the near- 
est port of their respective states, etc., as yon will see in the treaty of 
commerce of 1713, confirmed by all the subsequent treaties. Ac the 
same time we were given to understand, that every favor and indul- 
gence compatible with the treaties would be shown us, and that ways 
might be found out to dispose of those prizes without giving public 
offense to England. The hint was taken, the prizes disposed of, and 
the Reprisal repaired and fitted for another cruise, which she made on 
the coast of Spain, taking, among other English prizes, the packet- 
boat from Lisbon, with which Captain Wickes returned to Port L'Orient. 
On this the English ambassador complained loudly, and the English 
merchants were alarmed. Insurance rose in London ; and it was gen- 
erally supposed that there would be a restitution of the prizes and de- 
tention of Captain Wickes, or a declaration of war.t This court then 
ordered the prizes, as welt as Captain Wickes, to leave the port in 
twenty-four hours. The former were sent out, but sold to French mer- 
chants, and Captain Wickes, his ship being leaky, was permitted to 
stay. Soou after this Captain Johnson arrived in the Lexington", and 
we,, having bought a cutter with a view of sending her out as a packet, 
altered our resolution, and equipped her as a cruiser, and sent her and 
the Lexington out under the command of Captain Wickes, as commo- 
dore, with the design of intercepting the Irish linen Ships ; but by con- 

• Seu index, tills Prizes. tSee iudex, title Privateers. 
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trary winds, ami mistaking the time of the sailing of those ships, tliey 
were unsuccessful as to the main object; but as they sailed quite round 
Ireland, and took or destroyed seventeen or eighteen sail of vessels, they 
most effectually alarmed England, prevented the great fair at Chester, 
occasioned insurance to rise, and even deterred the English merchants 
from shipping goods in English bottoms at any rate; so that in a few 
weeks forty sail of French ships were loading in the Thames on freight; 
an instance never before known. 

But upon this the English ambassador complained in a higher tone 
and gave us much difficulty. The prizes, however, were disposed of, 
though at a prodigious loss ; and Captain Wickes set about repairing 
and refitting the Reprisal, which had been obliged to throw over her 
guns, and saw some of her beams, to escape a seventy-four gun shin, 
which chased her and the Lexington on their return from their cruise, 
But before he was refitted, orders were sent from court to detain his 
vessel and the Lexington until further orders. This was owing partly 
to Captain Wickes having repeatedly come into ports of France with 
prizes, and refitted his ship for fresh cruises, it being directly contrary 
to the treaty, which they pretend to hold sacred, and partly to the 
transaction at. Dunkirk, and the consequent threatening* of the British 
ministry. In this situation Captain Wickes and Captain Johnson re- 
main at present. Soon after Mr. Hodge's arrival, we bought a lugger 
at Dover, and sent her to Dunkirk. Mr, Hodge went after her, and 
equipped her with great secrecy, designing a blow in the North Sea.* 
He sent Captain Cunningham in her, and ordered him to intercept the 
packet between England and I iol laud, and then to cruise northward 
toward the Baltic. Cunningham fell in with the packet in a day or two 
after leaving Dunkirk, and took her. As she had a prodigious number 
of letters on board, he imagined it. was proper he should return to Dun- 
kirk instead of continuing his course. In his return he also took a brig 
of some value, and brought both prizes into port. This spread the 
alarm far and wide, and gave much real ground of complaint, as lie had 
been eniirely armed and equipped in Dunkirk, and had returned thither 
with his prizes. The ministry, therefore, to appease England, ordered 
the prizes to be returned, and Cunningham and his crew to be im- 
prisoned, which gave the English a temporary triumph. 

But not discouraged thereby, another cutter was bought, and equipped 
completely in the port of Dunkirk. Cunningham and his crew were 
set at liberty, and with some address and intrigue he got again to sea 
from the same port, in a swift-sailing cutter, mounting fourteen six- 
pounders and twenty-two swivels, with one hundred and six men. Bis 
first adventure greatly raised insurance on the northern trade: even 
the packet-boats from Dover to Calais were for some time insured.! 

*Aa to Wickes, Hodge, ami Cunningham, see index muter their names. 
tAs to Cunningham, see Franklin and Deano to eonimittee, May 25, 1777, supra, 
and note. 
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On his leaving rbe port of .Dunkirk the second time, he had orders to 
proceed directly for America ; but he and bis crew, full of resentment 
for the insults they hud received from the enemy whilst in prison at 
Dunkirk and afterwards, attacked the first vessels they met with, and 
plundered and burnt us they went on. Our last accounts are, that 
they had taken or destroyed about twenty sail, and had appeared off 
the town of Lynn, and threatened to burn it unless ransomed ; but the 
wind proving unfavorable, they could not put their threats into execu- 
tion. In a word, Cunningham, by his first and second bold expeditious, 
is become the terror of all the eastern coast of England ami Scotland, 
and is more dreaded than Thtirot was in the late war. But though 
this distresses our enemies, it embarrasses us. We solicited his en- 
largement; and Mr. Hodge eugaged for his going directly for America. 
I know not how his engagement was expressed, but to appease tho 
British ministry, and drive off an instant war, Mr, Hodge has been ar- 
rested and confined. His friends need not be in distress for him : he 
will soon be at liberty. lie merits much from his country, having been 
ready at all times to promote and serve its interests. 

Just before the sailing of Cunningham, Captain Burrall arrived in a 
Maryland pilot boat. He made several prizes in his passage, and 
brought one into Cherbourg with him. He came to Paris Cor our advice, 
but on his return suffered himself to be enticed on board au English 
cutter in the port, where he was instantly seized, and the cutter came 
to sail and carried him off prisoner. We complained, and were prom- 
ised that he should be reclaimed by this court; it has probably been 
done, but we have received no answer. The ship General Mifflin, after 
cruising some time on the coasts of England and Ireland, put into 
Brest, aud there, under continental colors, saluted the admiral, who, 
after consulting his officers, returned the salute, which causes much 
speculation, and shows that the officers, as well as the other orders of 
the kingdom, are much in our interest. But the politics of this court 
arc intricate, and embarrassed with connections and alliances on the 
continent of Europe, which, with the state of then? fleet, and their 
sailors being abroad in the fishery, etc., puts off bold and decisive meas- 
ures. Some other prizes have arrived indifferent ports, particularly 
two valuable Jamaicamen sent into Nantes, a few days since, by Cap- 
tains Babson and Hendricks. 

This is a brief account of the proceedings of our cruisers who have 
put into the ports of this kingdom. The prizes are sold without con- 
demnation, and consequently to a great loss, as the whole is conducted 
secretly and put too much in the power of the agents. Though these 
cruisers have notbeeu profitable to us, they have been of infinite prejudice 
to our enemies both in their commerce and reputation. [Nothing can be 
more humiliating to those once proud lords of the ocean than the insults 
they receive in their own coasts and from those they so lately despised,]* 



" Passniyj in brackets omitted Liy Sparks. 
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I will not add to this, as 1 shall write another letter by this convey- 
ance. 

1 beg my best compliments to Mrs. Morris, and that you will believe 
me ever, dear sir, yours, etc., 

Silas Deane. 

P. S.— Since writing the above the two Jamaica prizes are, by order 
of court, arrested, and it remains doubtful whether they will not be 
restored to the original proprietors. The captain of one of the privateers 
on his passage took on board a lady, who was prisoner on board an 
American privateer, bound for Boston. Tbis he did from motives of 
humanity. On his arrival afc Paiubeuf she wrote to her brother, a mer- 
chant at Nantes, who came down, aud, hoping to get the consignment 
of the prizes, officiously advised the captain to report them as ships laden 
at St. Eustatia, which they did, and on their arrival at Nantes consigned 
the prizes to Messrs. Lee & Williams, who immediately made a private 
sale of them. Meantime the owners, being acquainted with the pro- 
ceedings aud knowing that the ships and cargoes by being regutarly 
entered were in the hands of the custom house, lodged claims showing 
that they had been falsely entered and were English property captured 
by American privateers, and consequently, by treaty, could not be sold 
in France. This obliged the Government to arrest the prizes or openly 
violate the treaty. Mr. Williams came up a few days since, and pre- 
sented a memoir on the subject, but 1 fear lie will receive an unfavor- 
able answer. Orders are received for Captains Wickes and Johnson to 
depart the ports of France. I purpose sending duplicates of this letter 
by each of thorn. 1 can not' omit any opportunity of doing justice to 
these gentlemen, their officers and seamen, whose conduct has been 
such as merits the approbation of their countrymen and has given rep- 
utation to our navy in Frauee. They will not be able to carry out any 
goods, though we had purchased some with a design of sending by them, 
particularly a quantity of saltpeter. This, with other articles to a con- 
siderable amount, will be sent out in the course of this aud the next mouth. 
I have received letters a few days since advising that Captain Cun- 
ningham was at Ferrol. I know not where he designs next, having 
nothing directly from him. 

S. D. 



Franklin's Remarks on a Loan for the United States." 

August, 1777. 

In borrowing money, a man's credit depends on some, or all, of the 
following particulars: 

* Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 12. "Thispaper was written by Dr. Franklin in theaunnner 
of 1777, with the view of convincing Europeans that it was more eligible to lend 
money to tbe United States at that, time than to England. It was translated aad 
sent to different parts of Europe. In Mr. Arthur Lee's letter to Baron de Scbulen- 
herg, dated September 21, 1777, he mentions having sent a copy of it to that minis- 
ter."— Spauks. 
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First. His known conduct respecting former loans, and bis punct- 
uality in discharging them. 
Secondly. Ilis industry. 
Thirdly. His frugality. 

fourthly. The amount and tbe certainty of his income, and the free- 
dom of bis estate from tbe incumbrance of prior debts. 

Fifthly. His well-founded prospects of greater future ability, by the 
improvement of bis estate in value aud by aids from others. 

Sixthly. His known prudence in managing his general affairs, 
tbe advantage they will probably receive from the loan which he and 
desires. 

Seventhly. Ilis known probity and honest character, manifested by 
his voluntary discharge of debts which he could not have been legally 
compelled to pay. 

The circumstances which give credit to an individual ought to have, 
and will have, their weight upon the lenders of money to public bodies 
or nations. If, then, we consider and compare Britain and America in 
these several particulars upon the question, " To which is it safest to 
to lend money f " we shall find : 

1. Respecting former loam: That America, who borrowed ten millions 
during the last war for tbe maintenance of her army of 25,000 men and 
other charges, had faithfully discharged aud paid that debt and all her 
other debts in 1772; whereas Britain during those ten years of peace 
and profitable commerce had made little or no reduction of her debt; 
but, on the contrary, from time to time, diminished tbe hopes of her 
creditors by a wanton diversion and misapplication of the sinking fund 
destined for discharging it. 

2, Respecting industry: Every man in America is employed ; the 
greater part in cultivating their own lands ; the rest in handicrafts, navi- 
gation, and commerce. An idle man there is a rarity ; idleness and 
inutility are disgraceful. In England the number of that character is 
immense; fashion has spread it far and wide; hence the embarrass- 
ments of private fortunes, and tbe daily bankruptcies arising from a 
universal fondness for appearance and expensive pleasures ; and hence, 
in some degree, the mismanagement of public business; for habits of 
business aud ability in it are acquired only by practice ; and where 
universal dissipation and the perpetual pursuit of amusement are the 
mode, the youth educated in it can rarely afterwards acquire that patient 
attention and close application to affairs which are SO necessary to a 
statesman charged with the care of national welfare. Hence their fre- 
quent errors in policy, and hence the weariness at public councils and 
backwardness in going to them, tbe constant unwillingness to engage 
in any measure that requires thought and consideration, and tbe readi- 
ness for postponing every new proposition ; which postponing is there- 
fore tbe only part of business they come to be expert in, an expertness 
produced necessarily by so much daily practice. Whereas in America 
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men bred to close employment in their private affairs attend with ease 
to those of the public when engaged in them, and nothing fails through 
negligence. 

3. Respecting frugality: The manner of living in America is more 
simple and less expensive than in England; plain tables, plain cloth- 
ing, and plain furniture in houses prevail, with few carriages of pleasure; 
there an expensive appearance hurts credit, and is avoided ; in England 
it is often assumed to gain credit, and continued to ruin. Respecting 
public affairs the difference is still greater. Iu England the salaries of 
officers and emoluments of office are enormous. The king has a mill- 
ion sterling per annum, and yet can not maintain his family free of 
debt; secretaries of state, lords of treasury, admiralty, etc., have vast 
appointments; an auditor of the exchequer has sixpence in the pound, 
or a fortieth part of all the public money expended by tlie nation ; so 
that when a war costs forty millions, one million is paid to him; an in- 
spector of the mint, iu the last new coinage, received as his fee £05,000 
sterling per annum ; to all which rewards no service these gentlemen 
can render the public is by any means equivalent. All this is paid by 
the people, who are oppressed by taxes so occasioned, and thereby 
rendered less able to contribute to the payment of necessary national 
debts. In America, salaries, where indispensable, are extremely low; 
but much of the public business is done gratis. The honor of serving 
the public ably and faithfully is deemed sufficient. Public spirit really 
exists there, and has great effects. In England it is universally deemed 
a noneutity, and whoever pretends to it is laughed at as a fool, or sus- 
pected as a knave. Tbe committees of Congress which form the board 
of war, the board of treasury, the board of foreign affairs, the naval 
board, that for accounts, etc., all attend the business of their respective 
functions without any salary or emoluments whatever, though they 
spend iu it much more of their time than any lord of the treasury or 
admiralty in England can spare from his amusements. A British 
minister lately computed that the whole expense of the Americans in 
their civil government, over three millions of people, amounted to but 
£70,000 sterling, and drew from thence a conclusion that they ought to 
bo taxed until their expense was equal iu proportion to that which it 
costs Great Britain to govern eight millions. He had no idea of a con- 
trary conclusion, that if three millions may be well governed for £70,- 
000, eight millions may be as well governed for three times that sum, 
and that therefore the expense of his own Government should be di- 
minished. I u that corrupted nation, no man is ashamed of being con- 
cerned iu lucrative Government jobs, in which the public money is 
egregiously misapplied and squandered, the Treasury pillaged, and 
more numerous and heavy taxes accumulated, to the great oppression 
of the people. But the prospect of a greater number of such jobs by a 
war is an inducement with many to cry out for war upon all occasions, 
and to oppose every proposition of peace. Hence the constant increase 
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of the national debt, and tbe absolute improbability of its ever being 
discharged. 

4. Respecting the amount and certainty of income, and solidity of 
security: The whole thirteen States of America iire engaged for the 
payment of every debt contracted by the Congress, and the debt to be 
contracted by the present war is tbe only debt they will have to pay, 
all ? or nearly all, the former debts of particular Colonies being already 
discharged ; whereas England will have to pay not only the enormous 
debt this war must occasion, but all their vast preceding debt, or tbe 
interest of it; and while America is enriching itself by prizes made 
upon the British commerce more than ever it did by any commerce of 
its own, under the restraints of a British monopoly, and the diminution 
of its revenues, and of course less able to discharge the present indis- 
creet increase of its expenses. 

5. Respecting prospects of greater future ability: Britain has none 
such. Her islands are circumscribed by the ocean ; and, excepting a few 
parks or forests, she has uo new laud to cultivate, and can not, theiefore, 
extend her improvements. Her numbers, too, iustead of increasing from 
increased subsistence, are continually dim iuishiug from growiug luxury 
and the increasing difficulties of maintaining families, which of course 
discourage early uiarriages. Thus she will have fewer people to assist 
in paying her debts, arid that diminishing number tvill be poorer. 
America, on the contrary, has, besides her lands already cultivated, a 
vast territory yet to be cultivated, which, being cultivated, continually 
increases in value with tbe increase of people; and the people, who 
double themselves by a natural propagation- every twenty-five years, 
will double yet faster by the accession of strangers, as long as lauds are 
to be had for new families; so that every twenty years there will be a 
double number of inhabitants obliged to discbarge the public debts; 
and those inhabitants being more opulent may pay their shares with 
greater ease. 

6. Respecting prudence in general affairs, and tbe advantages to be 
expected from the loan desired: Tbe Americans are cultivators of land; 
those engaged in fishery and commerce are few compared with the 
others. They have ever conducted their several governments with 
wisdom, avoiding wars and vain expenaivo projects, delighting only in 
their peaceable occupations, which must, considering the extent of their 
uncultivated territory, find them employment still for ages. Whereas 
England, ever unquiet, ambitious, avaricious, imprudent, and quarrel- 
some, is half of the time engaged in war, always at an expense infinitely 
greater than the advantages to be obtained by it, if successful. Thus 
they made war against Spain in 1739 for a claim of about £05,000 (scarce a 
groat for cacti individual of the nation), and spent forty millions ster- 
ling in the war, and the lives of fifty thousand men ; and finally made 
peace without obtaining satisfaction for the sum claimed. Indeed, 
there is scarce a nation in Europe against which she has not made 
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war on some frivolous pretext or other, and thereby imprudently accu- 
mulated a debt that has brought her ou the verge of bankruptcy. But 
the most indiscreet of all her wars is the present against America, with 
whom she. might for ages have preserved her profitable connection only 
by a just and equitable conduct. She is now acting like a mad sbup- 
keeper, who, by beating those that pass his doors, attempts to make 
them come in and be his customers. America can not submit to such 
treatment without being first ruined, and, being ruined, her custom will 
be worth nothing, England, to effect this, is increasing her debt, ami 
irretrievably mining herself. America, ou the other band, aims only 
to establish her liberty and that freedom of commerce winch will ho 
advantageous to all Europe; and by abolishing that monopoly w hich 
she labored under, she will profit infinitely more than enough to repay 
any debt which she may contract to accomplish it, 

7. Respecting character in the honest payment of debts : The punctu- 
ality with which America has discharged her public debts was shown 
under the first head; and the general good disposition of the people 
to such punctuality has been manifested iu their faithful payment of 
private debts to England since the commencement of this war. There 
were not wanting some pofiticians (in America) who proposed stopping 
that payment until peace should be restored, alleging that iu the usual 
course of commerce and of the credit giveu there was always a debt 
existing equal to the trade of eighteen mouths ; that, the trade amount- 
ing to five millions sterling per annum, the debt must be seven mil- 
lions and a half; that this sum paid to the British merchants would 
operate to prevent that distress intended to be brought upon Britain 
by our stoppage of commerce with her; for the merchauts receiving this 
money, and no orders with it for further supplies, would either lay it 
out in public fuuds or in employing manufacturers to accumulate 
goods for a future hungry market in America upon an expected ac- 
commodation, by which means the funds would be kept up and the 
manufacturers prevented from murmuring. But against this it tra* al- 
tered that injuries from ministers should not be revenged on merchiiuta; 
that the credit was iu consequence of private contracts made iu con- 
fidence of good faith ; that these ought to be held sacred and faithfully 
complied with ; for that, whatever public utility might be supposed to 
arise from a breach of private faith, it was unjust, and would iu thueml 
be found unwise, honesty being in truth the best policy. On this prin- 
ciple the proposition was universally rejected ; and though the English 
prosecuted the war with unexampled barbarity, burning out defense- 
less towns in the midst of whiter and arming savages against us, the 
debt was punctually paid, and the merchants of London have testified 
to the Parliament, and will testify to all the world, that from their expe- 
rience in dealing wiih us they had before the war no apprehension of our 
unfairness, aud that since the war they have been convinced that their 
good opinion of us was well founded. England, on the contrary, an 
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old, corrupt government, extravagant and profligate nation, sees her- 
self deep in debt, which she is iu no condition to pay, and yet is madly 
and dishonestly running deeper, without any, possibility of discharging 
her debt but by a public bankruptcy. 

It appears, therefore, from the general industry, frugality, ability, 
prudence, and virtue of America that she is a much safer debtor than 
Britain ; to say nothing of the satisfaction generous minds must have 
in reflecting that by loans to America they are opposing tyranny and 
aiding the cause of liberty, which is the cause of all mankind. 



Deane to Committee oil Foreign Affairs. * 

Paris, September 3, 1777. 
Gentlemen: Captain Landais is the bearer of this. He couies in 
the Heureuse, loaded with stores for America. This cargo has, by a 
succession of obstacles thrown in the way, been delayed from January 
last to a most prodigious cost and expense. I hope, however, that it 
may liually arrive in season to be of essential service. Captain Landais, 
whom I have mentioned in my former letters, will offer his service to 
Hie United States. I must repeat here what I have wrote before, that 
I tint! him to be a skillful seaman of long experience in every part of 
(lie world, of good judgment, and of the most unsuspicious honor and 
probity; I can but consider kiui as a valuable acquisition to our 
navy, f 

My agreement with M. Mouthieu, the owner of this ship, in case she 
should not be sold in America, is that she be dispatched with a cargo 
of tobacco as soon as possible, if the article is to be had, if not, with 
such articles as can be procured, as I have engaged for the freight out 
and home, and you are sensible of the necessity of having remittances 
by every opportuni ty. Whatever this ship may be loaded with, I pray 
the cargo may come to Messrs. Rod ri que llortales! & Co., as they have 
advanced for the arms and other articles of this cargo over and above 
their other large advances. Tobacco is the best article at present in 
the ports of Prance, or indeed iu any part of Europe, and must continue 
so for a very considerable time yet to come, most probably for twelve 
mouths. You will please to send me an account of the cargo, whatever 
it may be, that you ship in this vessel, aud duplicates by others. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Silas Deane, 



" MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., Si, with terbal changes. 

t See Iudex, title Landaie. for bis subsequent history. His gTcat eccentricity, ap- 
proaching to Insanity, antl his quarrelsome temper, made bis acquisition a source of 
much trouble to the American cause. 
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Journal of Congress." 

September S, 1777. 

Congress took iuto consideration the report of the committee on for- 
eign applications, wherein they set forth : " That besides a number of 
officers who are come from Europe and the West Indies of tlieir own 
accord to solicit for rank and employment in the American army, tbere 
are others who have proceeded upon the encouragement of conventions 
made and signed at Paris by Silas Deane, esquire, as agent for the 
United States of IJorth America; that Mr. Deaue had no authority to 
make such conventions, and that Congress therefore are not bound to 
ratify or fulfil them." 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report, t 



Franklin, Deane and Lee to Committee of Foreign Affaira. ! 

I'assv, September 8, 1777. 
Gentlemen : It is long since we had a line from you, the last re- 
ceived being of the date of — — — , we suppose from the same causes 
which have occasioned your hearing so seldom from us, the difficulty 
of finding safe conveyances, and sometimes the loss of tbe dispatches 
by the way. Mr. Lee iuforuis you, we suppose, of his negotiations in 
Prussia, and bis safe return hither. There appears in that, as well us 
in every other country in Europe, a disposition to Share in our com- 
merce, and to oblige us as far as may be done without offending Eng- 
land. We have numbers of letters from eminent houses there, propos- 
ing to furnish us with a variety of commodities at reasonable rates, to 
be received by us in Europe and paid for here. We advise them to 
send their goods in their own ships and protect their own trade to and 
from our coasts. 

We inclose you a copy of the memorial § we sent to Portugal, to which 
we have yet received no answer. That court has been lately much em- 
ployed in adjusting its differences with Spain, which it is said are now 
u early all accommodated, and that they will accede to the family com- 
pact. 

This court continues the same conduct that it has held ever since our 
arrival. It professes to England a resolution to observe all treaties, 
and proves it by restoring prizes too openly brought into their ports, 
imprisoning such persons as are found to be concerned in fitting out 
armed vessels against England from France, warning frequently those 
from America to depart, and repeating orders against the exportation 

* MSS. Dep. of State, printed journal. 

t See, as to French volunteers, introduction, 5 78 ; as to French officers generally, in- 
dex, title Officers. 

: MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Corr., 233, with verhal changes. 

§ Reported hy Sparks as missing. See, for other correspondence, index title Portugal, 
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of warlike stores. To us it privately professes a real friendship, wishes 
success to our cause, winks at tire supplies we obtain here as much as 
it can without giving open grounds of complaint to England, privately 
affords us very essential aids, and goes on preparing for war." How 
long these two parts will continue to be acted at the same time, and 
which will finally predominate, may be a question. As it is the true in- 
terest of France to prevent our being annexed to Britain, that so the 
British power may be diminished, and the French commerce augmented, 
we are inclined to believe the sincerity is towards us, more especially as 
the united bent of the nation is manifestly in our favor; their not hav- 
ing yet commenced a war is accounted for by various reasons. The 
treaties subsisting among the powers of Europe, by which they are 
obliged to aid those attacked more than those attacking, which it is 
supposed will make some difference, they not being fully prepared, the 
absence of their seamen in their fishery and West Indies, aud the treas- 
ure expected from Xew Spain, with the sugars from the islands, have 
all, it is said, contributed to restrain the national desire of a breach 
with England, in which her troublesome power may be reduced, the 
wealth and strength of France increased, and some satisfaction obtained 
for the injuries received in the unfair commencement of the last war. 

England, too, is extremely exasperated at the sight of her lost com- 
merce enjoyed by France, the favor our armed vessels have met with 
here, and the distress of their remaining trade by our cruisers, even on 
their own coasts j and yet she seems afraid of beginning a war with 
this country and Spain together, while she has our war upon her hands. 
In such asitnation, some accident may probably bring on a war sooner 
than is desired by either party. In the mean time, perhaps, the delay 
may have this good effect for us, that enjoying the whole harvest of 
plunder upon the British commerce, which otherwise France and Spain 
would divide with us, our infant naval power iindssuch plentiful nour- 
ishment, as has increased and must increase its growth and strength 
most marvelously. 

It gave us great joy to hear of the arrival of the Mercury, Amphi- 
irite, and other vessels carrying supplies. Another ship, with a similar- 
cargo, which had long been detained at Marseilles, we hope will soon 
arrive with you. We hope also that you will receive between twenty 
and thirty thousand suits of clothes before winter, and from time to 
time quantities of new and good arms, which we are purchasing in dif- 
ferent parts of Europe. But we must desire you to remember that we 
are hitherto disappointed in your promises of remittance, either by the 
difficulties you find in shipping, or by captures, aud that though far 
short of completing your orders, we are in danger of being greatly em- 
barrassed by debts, in failing in performance of our contracts, and 
losing our credit, with that of the Congress; for though we have re- 
ceived three quarterly payments of the two millions of livres formerly 

* See introduction, U 37 ff„ 5-2/, 
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mentioned to you, and expect tlie last next month, onr contracts go 
beyond, and we must reserve tlie continuance of that aid for the pur- 
pose it was promised, to answer your drafts for interest, if that propo- 
sal of ours has been adopted. Particularly we beg you will attend to 
the affair of tobacco for the Farmers-General, with whom wo have con- 
tracted to supply five thousand hogsheads of tobacco, for which they 
have advanced us one million of livres, in ready money, and are to' pay 
the rest on delivery, as we formerly advised you. Your vigorous exer- 
tions in these matters are the more necessary, as during the apparent 
or supposed uncertainty of onr affairs the loan we were directed to ob- 
tain, of two millions sterling, has hitherto been judged impracticable. 

But if the present campaign should end favorably for us, perhaps wo 
may be able to accomplish it another year, as some jealousy begins to 
be entertained of the .English Hinds by the Dutch and other moneyed 
people of Europe, to the increase of which jealousy we hope a paper* 
we have drawn up (a copy whereof we inclose) may in some degree 
contribute when made public. 

Mr. Deane has written folly to you ou the effect our cruisers have 
had on the coast and commerce of Britain, which makes our saying 
much on that head unnecessary.! We can not, however, omit this op- 
portunity of expressing our satisfaction in the conduct of the captains, 
and of recommending them warmly to Congress. The ostensible letter 
and answer from and to the minister of foreign affairs, copies of which 
we inclose, f will show the conduct which the court has thought and 
thinks itself at present obliged to hold with regard to our cruisers and 
their prizes, of which it seems fit some notice should be given to the 
several States. As the English goods can not in foreign markets face 
those of the French or Dutch, loaded as they are with the high insur- 
ance from which their competitors are exempted, it is certain the trade 
of Britain must diminish while she is at war with us and the rest of 
Europe in peace. To evade this mischief, she now begins to make use 
of French bottoms; but as yet we have no treaty with France, or any 
other power that gives to free ships the privilege of making free goods; 
we may weaken that project by taking the goods of our enemy wherever 
we find them, paying the freight. And it is imagined that the captains 
of the vessels so freighted may, by a little encouragement, be prevailed 
on to facilitate the necessary discovery. 

Spain not having yet resolved to receive a minister from the Con- 
gress, Mr. Franklin still remains here. Khe has, however, afforded the 
aids wc formerly mentioned, and supplies of various articles have con- 
tinued till lately to be sent, consigned to Mr. Gerry, much of which we 
hear has safely arrived. We shall use our best endeavors to obtain a 
continuance and increase of those .aids, 

You will excuse our mentioning to you, that our expenses here are 

* Missing. 

t Sue Deaue to committee, August 23, 1777. 
J See letters uuder date of July 16 and 17. 
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necessarily very great, though we live with as raueli frugality as our 
public character will permit. Americans who escape from English 
prisons, destitute of everything, and others who need assistance, are 
continually calling upon tis for it, and our funds are very uncertain, 
having yet received but about 04,571 livresof what was allotted for our 
support by Congress* 
With the greatest respect, we have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 

Silas Deane. 

Arthur Lee. 



Dubourg to Franklin. 

[Translation.]! 

Paris, September 8, 1777. 
My Bear Sir : I should be much obliged to you if you would be so 
good as to give a letter of recommendation to some one of the chiefs 
of your array, in favor of a young man full of courage, and also of dis- 
tinguished talents, who is at Bordeaux, ready to embark for America, 
where he proposes to settle himself in Pennsylvania, after having served 
in quality of volunteer, or otherwise, during the war. His name is 
Gerard. lie carries with him a little adventure, sufficient for support- 
ing him some years, and afterwards, if it is there customary, his father 
will make over to him his portion. 1 interest myself particularly in 
his favor because he is the brother-in-law of one of our bonestest com- 
missaries. 

[ have the honor to wish you a good day, and to reiterate the assur- 
ances of ray inviolable attachment. 

DUBGURG. 



A. Lee to Committee of Foreign Affairs, I 

Paris, September 9, 1777. 

Gentlemen : I have not neard from Berlin relative to their deter- 
mination about opening their ports to our cruisers. 

The Abbe' Kaynal, who has just returned from a tour in England, 
tells me that nothing disgusts the English nation so much with the 
continuance of the war as the seeing their ports filled with French 
ships, to carry on their commerce with othernations. Their merchants 
are obliged to have recourse to this expedient to screen their merchan- 
dise. 1 say screen, because they can not expect that, according to the 
law of nations, it will be a protection when discovered. They have 
been driven to this necessity by the number and success of your cruisers 
in and about the Channel; whicb has raised insurance so high that 

- See index, title Prisoners. 
) 2 Sparks Dip, Rev. Con - ., 11. 
j 1 S parks' Dip, Rev., <I46. 



392 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



their manufactures are in danger of being augmented thereby, in their 
price, too much for the European markets. 

1 thought it would he useful to inform you of these facts to show the 
utility of continuing and encouraging cruisers iu these seas, as they 
may perhaps be so discouraged with the late measures in this country, 
which I trust will not be of long continuance, as to confine their course 
to the American seas. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Deane to Committee of Foreign Affairs. * 

Paris, September 10, 1777. 

Gentlemen: This will be handed you by M. Fraucy, who is agent 
for Messrs. Rodrique H or tales: & Co.t You will see by the "bills of 
lading the quantity of stores shipped by that house, and make some 
judgment of their considerable amount. The vessel in which M. Fraucy 
sails is loaded with stores, which were long since engaged, bnt by a 
succession of obstacles have been until this detained. I still hope they 
will arrive in safety and in season to be of service. The ship will ho 
offered you to purchase, if she suits you, and if not, it will be equally 
agreeable to have her returned on the owners' account. I could not say 
anything of purchasing a ship without knowing more of her than I 
could know of this ; I have therefore left it to your option to pay the 
price demanded or the freight; the latter is to be what is at this time 
customary in vessels of such force, which, not being precisely fixed, is 
submitted to M. Chaumoiit, by the advice and consent of my colleagues ; 
it will probably be about two hundred and fifty livres per ton of goods 
to America and back to France ; it will not exceed. 

Messrs. Rodrique Hortalez & Co. have other vessels, which will fol- 
low this in a short time, which they want to have dispatched with 
tobacco, agreeably to what they formerly wrote you, and M. Franey 
goes partly on that account; I innst therefore pray you to furnish him 
with the means of procuring the quantity he may want for them in 
season. The cargo of the Therese, sent by the way of St, Domingo, I 
hope is by this time arrived; it was so valuable that it was thought 
most prudent to send it by that route, as it would run no risk iu getting 
there, whence it might in different bottoms be got into the continent 
without the considerable risk of going direct. As the vessels of Messrs. 
Hortale?, & Co, will arrive at a time when dispatch will be of the utmost 

*MSS.Dej>, of State; 1 Sparks' Dip Rev. Corr.. 84. 

tFor a copy of the power given to M. Fraucy by Carun Beanmarehais, representing 
in Franeetlio house of Hortalez & Co., and also for several resolutions of Congress on 
the subject, see the journals of the old Congress for April 7, I77H,— Sparks. For otlier 
references, see index, title Fraucy. As to " Hortalez & Co.," see introduction, J 61. 
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consequence, they aro desirous to have Uieir cargoes ready on their 
arrival. By these vessels I will write you particularly on this subject, 
Ami in the mean time have the honor to be, with the greatest re- 
spect, &c, } 

Silas Deane. 



Franklin to Peters." 

PASST, September 12, 1777. 
Sir : The bearer, Monsieur Gerard, is recom mended to me by M. 
Dubourg, a gentleman of distinction here, and a hearty friend to our 
cause. I inclose his letter, that you may see the favorable manner in 
which he speaks of M, Gerard. I thereupon take the liberty of recom- 
mending the young gentleman to your civilities and advice, as he will 
he quite a stranger there, and to request that you would put him in the 
way of serving as a volunteer in our armies. 
1 am, -sir, &c, 

B. Frank li N.t 



A. Lee to Sehulenburg. f 

Paris, September 21, 1777. 

Sir: I have the honor of inclosing to you some reasons drawn up 
by Dr. Franklin for our conceiving that loans to us are more eligible on 
the part of the lender than to our enemies. 

Your excellency's determination relative to the admittance of our 
armed vessels into your ports has been waited for with great anxiety, 
for the most favorable season for commencing such a commerce comes 
on so fast, that there will be danger of its passing away unemployed 
should the determination be longer delayed. § 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Deane to Robert Morris. || 

Paris, September 23, 1777. 
Dear Sir : If As many of the commissioners' letters may have failed, 
I take the liberty of inclosing an extract of a letter written jointly by 
Dr. Franklin and myself iu March last, in which we sent an extract of 

* 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Cori',, l'i; (i Bigelow's Franklin. 105. 
tSeesujira, Dubourg to Franklin, Sept. H, 1777. 
tl Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr.,447. 

}As to this correspondence, see index, title Schnienbnrg. 
|| MSS. Dep. of State; I Sparks' Dip. Rev, Corr., 85, with omissious, 
T The earlier part of this letter, and much that follows, is devoted to a consideration 
of charges against Thomas Morris { brother of Robert Morris ) who had been for 
some time before iu charge of the mercantile interests of the United States at Nantes. 
As this question baa no public significance, these passages are here omitted. 
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a letter from Mr. Lee, who had been at Nantes, aiul was tlien at Bor- 
deaux, This letter was to the committee, and consequently to Con- 
gress. We wrote one also previously to this to the committee, jnst 
before Mr. Lee's going to Nan tea. 

I am informed that it is insinuated that interested and private views 
influenced me to write as I did,* and that, the fixing Mr. Williams at 
Nantes was tbe object I had in view. I am very sorry you should be 
so imposed upon; the consequences must ultimately be more preju- 
dicial to yourself than to any other person, in the mean time, as a 
man of honor, I assure you I have neither interest nor connection in 
Mr. Williams' business, nor have I engaged in the smallest private con- 
cern, except what you have been acquainted with, and which you know 
was in consequence of your letters in June, 1776. 

Mr. Williams came to France to visit Dr. Franklin; he was in a 
good way of busiuess in London, where be was entering into business 
with a capital house in tbe sugar business, t England was disagreeable 
to him solely on account of the animosities which prevailed among 
individuals on account of the public quarrel. The stores which I 
had engaged, and which were sent out in the Mercury and Thercse, 
were at Nantes, where matters had been so conducted that you must 
suppose I had no confidence in the managers. On this occasion 1 
applied to Mr. Williams, as a friend, to make a journey to Nantes 
to examine the goods and see them shipped. He left Paris without 
intending to tarry longer than to perform this business. But his 
conduct at Nantes was so much the reverse of what had preceded, 
that every one. who wished well to our affairs desired that he might 
be continued there. I needed no solicitations; the interest of my 
country was my sole motive; I knew he served it faithfully, and 1 
knew him to be generous and disinterested in the service. Yes, sir, 
disinterested; and yon will acknowledge it when you are informed 
that what he exacted of us was barely a sufficiency to support him, 
not amounting to one-fourth of one per cent, of the business. He 
has, if I am to have the credit of fixing him there, done me great 
honor; he has, at the same time, obtained the good opinion and 
friendship of the capital persons at Nantes. I am thus particular on 
this subject, as I am well convinced it has been represented to you 
very differently. How it has been represented 1 know not, nor am 
I likely to be informed but from second hand, from your brother's 
showing your letter directed to me to Mr. Ross, and telling some 
others what were its contents, and that yon not only justified his 
conduct, but had obtained for him more ample appointments, with 

* Allusion is bcre made tu certain charges or complaints against Mr. Thomas 
Morris, brother of Mr. Robert Morris. He had been a merchant in Nantes, and wan 
an agent for transacting in that port tbe mercantile affairs of tlie United States.— 
Sparks. See index, title T. Morris. 

t See introduction, }} 186, g. 
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severe reprimands to me, and even oblique censure on Dr. Franklin, 
who happens to be Mr. Williams' uuele. 

It is bard for me, acting as I huve done from the most disinterested 
motivea and from those principles of friendship which shall be ever 
sacred with me, to be thus censured by you unheard. a* 

Mr. Ross does justice to the character you gave of him. I expect to 
see him in Paris in a few days, when I shall show him what I now 
write you. 

I have not the least desire of intermeddling in the commercial 
concerns of the Congress in Europe, nor of going out of my own. 
department, whatever it may be, on any occasion; but I have been 
obliged to take much upon my hands in procuring supplies of cloth- 
ing, etc., as have also my colleagues, on account of the unhappy 
situation of our affairs here as to commerce. I will uot add to a 
letter already long, only that if I have beeu mistaken in anything, 
you will reflect that I write in reply to a part of one of yours which 
I am unable to procure a sight of, and assure you that no private 
coueeru affects me more than having drawn on myself your resent- 
ment by my desire of serving you.£>* Be assured that I retain the 
highest esteem and respect for you in your public as well as private 
character, 

And am your sincere friend, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



A. Lee to Gardoqui.t 

Paris, September 25, 1777. 

Sir: I have now before me your favors of May 5 and 29, together 
with the last, of the 4tb of this month. 

By this time I expect you have been apprised, or upon applying to 
those who gave you the orders you will be informed, that with regard 
to what has been remitted, both in money and in effects, no return is 
expected, agreeably to what you know passed at Victoria, and of which 
I informed both your minister and my constituents iu the letters which 
1 had the honor of reading to you at that place. It gives me great sat- 
isfaction that everything is thus arranged and settled; and I am re- 
lieved from the embarrassment of appearing to have understood so ill 
what passed, or so greatly to have misrepresented it. 

We are now to begin on a new footing, and I shall take care that my 
constituents be duly informed, that for all the aids they receive here- 
after from your quarter they are to make returns in tobacco, pitch, tar, 
etc., to your house, agreeably to your letter. 1 beg to know by your 

"At a and ft art 1 given details as to Thomas Morris, and to the letter are attached 
exhibits hearing on the same matter, 
tl Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 447. 
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next whether the same arrangement is to take place for the futr.ro with 
regard to the deposits at the Havana and New Orleans, or whether 
nothing further is to be transmitted through those channels, that, if so, 
the trouble of sending thither and the disappointment maybe prevented. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthtjr Lee. 



Harrison et al,, Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners at Paris " 

York town, October C, 1 777. 

Gentlemen : Since ours to yon, by return of the packet from New 
Hampshire, ami duplicate by Mr. McCreary, from Maryland, we have 
not written, nor have we received any of your favors during the last 
two months, except a letter of old date (April 10), signed by Messrs. 
Deane and Dr. Lee. Captain Hammond being not yet arrived, although 
he sailed iu April, it is too probable that he has fallen into the enemy's 
hands or miscarried at sea, 

Two reasons have prevented us from writing hitherto, because from 
our assurances we had cause to expect a monthly packet, and because 
the progressive state of the war gave us reason to look for some more 
decisive event daily than had happened, and which might warrant the 
expense of sending a particular packet, as the casual conveyance bv 
merchant vessels is almost entirely stopped by the number and 
vigilance of the enemy's cruisers. 

Wo shall now give you an accurate detail of the war it) the northern 
and middle departments, where alone it has raged since our last. You 
were before apprised of the evacuation of Ticonderoga and of the re- 
treat of our army from thence towards Albany. General Burgoyne 
was rapid in pursuit of his successes, and pressed quickly on towards 
Port Edward, upon Hudson's River, about twenty miles above Albany. 
Here his progress was interrupted by the American army, being halted 
and re-enforced a little below him. This circumstance, with the follow- 
ing events, have continued that interruption, and bid fair to render 
abortive, at least, the great advantages expected by our enemies from 
their first successes on the lakes. 

The better to effect his purpose, General Burgoyne had detached 
General St, Leger, with a body of regular troops, Canadians and In- 
dians, by the Oneida Lake and Wood Creek, to take Port Schuyler 
(formerly Stan wis), and to make an impression along the Mohawk 
River. This part of the plan has been totally defeated by the bravery 
of General Herkimer, with the Try on County militia, and by the gallant 
defense of Port Schuyler by Colonel Gansevoort and Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Willct, The former of these met the enemy in the field, defeated 
them, and killed a great number of their Indian allies. This defeat 

*MSS. Dep. of Ktato ; [ Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 23(i, with verbal changes. 
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being obtained by militia, they dispersed as usual, and left the enemy 
to collect and lay siege to Fort Schuyler, which was defended with 
great gallantry by the two officers above mentioned, until the approach 
of General Arnold, with a body of troops, occasioned the enemy to raise 
the siege of that fortress and retreat with great precipitation, leaving 
their baggage, ammunition, provisions, and some of their artillery, 
which fell into our hands. Another body of troops was detached by 
General Burgoyue, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Baum, to the 
eastward, for the purpose of collecting horses to mount the troopers, 
provisions, and teams for the use of the army. This detachment was 
met, attacked, and defeated by the bravo General Stark and the New 
Hampshire militia, at a place called Bennington, and now rendered 
famous by the total overthrow of fifteen hundred regular troops 
(posted behind works fortified with cannon) by two thousand militia. 

The two wings of General Burgoyue being thus cut off, his body re- 
mained inactive until the 19th of last mouth, when he moved on to 
attack General Gates, who com mauds the northern army, and who was 
well posted at Behmus' Heights. The consequence of this attack you 
will see related by General Gates himself among the iuclosed papers, 
as well as the account of our successes in the rear of the enemy on 
the Lakes George and Cham plain, by Colonel Brown, who had been 
detached by General Lincoln, who is also in General Burgoyue's rear 
with a strong body of troops. Surrouuded as it is on all sides, with 
little prospect of safe retreat, and a stroug army in front, growing 
stronger every day by re-enforcements, we hope ere long to give you 
information of definitive success over the British army in that quarter. 
An aid of General Gates, who brought us these last accounts, says, 
that by the concurring testimony of prisoners, deserters, and some of 
our o wn people, who escaped from the enemy, their loss could not be less 
than one thousaud or twelve hundred men, in killed, wounded, and 
missing ; and that General Burgoyue himself was wounded in the 
shoulder with a rifle ball. 

In the middle department the war has been less favorable to us, as 
you will see by what follows. About the middle of August the British 
fleet appeared iu the Chesapeake Bay, and lauded General Howe's 
army at the head of Elk, about forty miles from Philadelphia. General 
Washington's army, which had crossed the Delaware on the embar- 
kation of the British troops and the appearance of the fleet oft' the 
capes of that river, now proceeded to meet the enemy, and came up with 
them near Wilmington, After various skirmishes and maneuvers, a 
general engagement took place at Chad's Ford over the Braudywine,* 

* Sir W. Howe, according to tho statement of Lord George Germain iu Parliament 
JuneH, 1779, "had Full 14,000 at the battle of Brandy wine, while Washington had 
no inoro than 10,000, " * He had evidence who could prove the number of effec- 
tive fighting men in Washington's army hi that battle amounted to no more than 
10,000." (20 Pari. Hist., 804.) 

Hutchinson, in a letter under date of February 16, 1776, thus writes to an American 
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on the 11th of September last. This battle terminated in our leaving 
the enemy in possession of the field, with uiue pieces of our artillery. 
Our loss iu killed, wounded, and missing did uot exceed six hundred; 
that of the enemy, as far as we have been able to get iu formation, was 
near two thousand. An orderly taken from them since the battle 
makes it nineteen hundred.* 

General Washington retreated across the Schuylkill, and having re- 
freshed his army, recrossed that river iu two days after the former 
battle, with design to attack the enemy, who remained close by the field 
of action until he came up with tbem again. To he the better prepared 
for battle, and to be guarded against the consequences of defeat, our 
army marched without baggage, and left their tents behind. In this 
situation, and just in the moment of beginning an attack upon the 
enemy, a heavy, long-eon tinned, and cold rain, with high wind, came on 
and prevented it. The ammunition iu the cartridge-boxes was all ren- 
dered unfit for use, the arms injured, and the troops a good deal hurt 
and dispirited. 

In this state of things it became necessary to retire from before the 
enemy to a place of safety, in order to cleau the arms, replace the 
cartridges, aud refresh the men. The euemy were also without tents; 
but they have good blankets, are better clot bed, and have tin receptacles 
for keeping dry their cartridges. General Howe, judging of our situa- 
tion, put his army iu motion, and endeavored to harass and distress us 
by marches, counter marches, and frequent shows of designing to give 
battle. After a variety of maneuvers the enemy crossed the Schuyl- 
kill below our army ; and, marching to Philadelphia, have possessed 
themselves of that city. General Washington having refreshed his 
men, and being re-enforced, is moving towards the enemy. This unfor- 
tunate rain has injured our affairs considerably, by having thrown a 
number of our men into hospitals, aud by the distress and harassment 
of the army consequent thereupon. However, they arc recovering 

correspondent Lis views of the immensity of tbe expedition, probably not beiug less- 
ened by bis desire to produce an impression in America: 

" It is certain that a prodigious uruianiBut is preparing, and will he very soon sail- 
ing in one Urge body after another until the whole is gone for America. The desti- 
nation of the several parts I am not able to tell you. As the command will be iu llw 
two brothers, one by sea aud the other by land, people are less inquisitive than 
otherwise they woald be. I do not thiuk a choice of lueu could have been made 
more generally satisfactory to tbe kingdom, aud under Providence I tbinlt we may 
finmd a reasonable hope for a more favorable summer than tbe last." ('<J Hutchinson'* 
Diary, etc., 40.) Iu two years, however, bo was to denounce the Howes for incapa- 
city, if not for something worse, aud to declare that it was through them that every 
project intrusted to ihein miscarried. 

"Tbe numbers mentioned are greatly exaggerated. No accurate returns seem to 
have been made, but. the loss was afterwards estimated to have been, on the part of 
the Americans, three hundred killed, six hundred woundi-d. and four hundred pris- 
oners, chiefly of the wounded. The British loss was about ouo hundred killed and 
four hundred wounded. {Holmes' Annals, 'M cd., vol. 2, p. !i65.)— Si'AMKB. 
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again, ami we hope before long will give General Howe reason torepeut 
liis possession of Philadelphia. Tlie real injury to America from the 
enemy's possession of that city is not so great as some are apt at first 
view to imagine, unless the report and misconceptions of this matter 
in Europe should too much dispirit our friends and inspirit our enemies. 
But we rely on your careful and just representation of this matter to 
prevent the ill impressions which it may otherwise make. When this 
contest first began we foresaw the probability of losing our great towns 
on, the water, and so expressly told our enemies. in the address of the 
First Congress ; but we are blessed with an extensive sea- coast, by 
which we can convey and receive benefits independent of any particu- 
lar spot. But it is very far from being a clear point to us that the enemy 
will be able to hold Philadelphia, as we are yet masters of the Dela- 
aware below, and have hopes of keepiug it so as to prevent the British 
fleet from getting up to the city. Should this be the ease, General 
Llowe's visit can not be of long duration. 

You say that the vessels of the United States will be received at the 
Havana as those of France, the most favored nation. We wish to be 
exactly iu formed whether North American products may be carried 
thither, or prizes be taken to and disposed of iu that port, or any 
oilier ports of his catholic majesty in America. Yoit likewise mention 
a late draught of the Mississippi, taken for the Government of Great 
Britain, Wo are desirous of being furnished with a copy. It is with 
pleasure we read your assurance of sending the soldiers' clothing and 
other materials for the army iu time to meet the approaching cold sea- 
son j they will be greatly wanted. 

As the small successes the enemy have met with this year will prob- 
ably support the hopes of a vindictive court, and occasion the straining 
of every nerve for the accomplishment of its tyrannic views, we doubt 
not your most strenuous exertions to prevent Great Britain from ob- 
taining Russian or German auxiliaries for the next campaign ; and we 
thiuk, with you, that it is an object of the greatest importance to culti- 
vate and secure the friends hip of his Prussian majesty as well for the 
preventing this evil as for obtaining his public recognition of our in- 
dependence and leave of his ports for the, purposes of commerce and 
disposal of prizes. 

The original p.ipers which you mention in a triplicate to have sent 
never came to hand, so that we can only make conjectures as to the 
disposition of that monarch. The marine force of the enemy is so con- 
siderable iu these seas, aud so overproportionate to our infant navy, 
that it seems quite necessary and wise to send our ships to distress the 
commerce of our enemies in other parts of the world. For this purpose 
the marine committee have already ordered some vessels to France 
under your direction as to their future operations, and more wc expect 
will be sent. But our frigates are not capable of carrying much bulky 
commodity lor commercial purposes without unfitting them for war; 
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besides, there is the consideration of our being obliged to get them 
away how and when we can, or endanger thoir being taken, whicli pre- 
vents our sending them to those staple colonies where tbe coin modi ties 
wanted are to be obtained. Tbe reciprocal benefits of commerce can 
not flow from or to North America until some maritime power in Europe 
will aid our cause with marine strength. And this circumstance gives 
us pain lest it should be construed as unwillingness on our part to 
pay our debts, when the truth is that we have the greatest desire of 
doing so, have materials in abundance, but not the means of conveying 
them. 

This leads us to reflect ou tiie great advantages whicli must unavoid- 
ably accrue to all parties, if France or Spain were to afford effectual 
aid on the sea, by the loan or sale of ships of war, according to tbe for- 
mer propositions of Congress; or if the Farmers -Genera I could be pre- 
vailed upon to receive in America the tobacco or other products of this 
northern continent which France may want. 

We are, etc., B. Harrison. 

E. H. Lee. 

E. Morris. 

J. Lovell. 

P. S. — On the 4th an engagement between the two armies took place 
near German town, the circumstances of which may be known by the 
inclosed papers. 



Hsrriaou et al. r Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners at Paris." 

Yorktown, October G, 1777. 
Gentlemen: We shall follow your example in confining this letter 
entirely to yours of May 26, respecting the loan and the mode of raising 
it by appropriation of vacant land. It remains doubtful yet whether 
there is any vacant land not included within the charter limits of some 
one of the thirteen States, and it is an undetermined question of great 
magnitude whether snob land is to be considered as common stock, 
or the exclusive property of the State within whose charter bounds it 
may be found. 

Until this business has been determined in Congress and approved 
by the States you will readily discover the difficulty of doing anything 
in the way of raising money by appropriation of vacant laud. We con- 
sider your proposal ou this subject as of very great importance, and 
we shall not fail to solicit the attention of Congress thereto whenever 
the pressing business of the campaign will permit. 

In the mean time we see no reason that should prevent the young 
nobleman of Irish extract from coming to America, because the sus- 
pension of the question concerning vacant lands will not obstruct bis 
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views of getting the quantity he may want, either by original entry of 
by purchase on the most reasonable terms, upon the frontiers of those 
States where vacant iands are in abundance to be met with. We are war- 
ranted to say that such rank as that nobleman may have when he leaves 
service in Europe will be granted to him here. Congress clearly dis- 
cern with you, gentlemen, the all-important concern of supporting the 
credit of the continental money, and with this view have proposed, as you 
will see by the inclosed resolves, to pay the interest of twenty millons 
of dollars by bills drawn on you. 

This we hope will in time replenish the loan offices so effectually as, 
with the aid of taxation now generally taking place, to prevent the ne- 
cessity of future emissions. By your letters of the 25th of May we have 
no doubt but these interest bills will be paid with all duo punctuality. 
About five millions ouly of the twenty voted are yet borrowed, and 
the interest on those five will not be drawn for in bills till near a 
twelve-month. 

We are, etc., B. Harrison. 

K. fl. Lee. 

J. WlTHERSPOON. 
J. LOVBLL. 



A. Lee to Committee of Foreign Affairs.* 

Paris, October 6, 1777. 
Gentlemen: From Berlin on the 11 th of June, and from this place 
29th of July, I had the honor of informing you at large of my proceed- 
ings in Prussia. Not having received an answer from that court rela- 
tive to the reception of our privateers and their prizes in Prussian 
ports, I have written lately to press for one, whieh I hope will be favor- 
ble, as I left so friendly a disposition there, that I was desired to com- 
municate his majesty's warmest wishes for our success. I mentioned, 
too, the improbability of our enemy's receiving assistance from Eussia 
for the next campaign, and bow much their resources were exhausted in 
Germany. 

By Captain Young I received the commands of Congress in their 
commission for me to the court of Spain. As Dr, Franklin had an- 
nounced his appointment, with an assurance of his readiness to repair 
to Madrid as soon as that court thought proper to receive him, it seemed 
unnecessary to apprise them immediately of the new appointment. 
During my absence in Germany a letter was received from Monsieur 
Gardoqui at Bilboa, intimating an expectation of returns from you for 
what was transmitted to you through their house. But upou applica- 
tion to his court, I am again authorized to assure you that for the 
supplies already sent no return was expected, but in future that re- 

"MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Cor r„ 448, 
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inittaoces of American produce were expected for supplies through 
the house of Gardoqui. It is impracticable to bring them to such ati 
explanation as to know with certainty whether they mean this in 
earnest or only as a cover should the transaction transpire. I am in- 
clined to think the latter ; however, I wrote toM. Gardoqui iu conse- 
quence as follows: "We are now to begin on a new footing, and I 
shall take care that my constituents be informed that for all the aids 
they receive hereafter from your quarter they are to make returns in 
tobacco, pitch, tar, etc., to your house. I beg to know by your next 
whether the same arrangement is to take place for the future with re- 
gard to the deposits at the Havana and New Orleans, or whether 
nothing further is to be transmitted through those channels ; that, if 
so, the trouble of sending thither and the disappointment may be pre- 
veuted. As the winter campaign is approaching fast, in which 
blankets are of the greatest utility, I wish you to send as many of 
them as possible." 

Upon this subject of returns I think it my duty to state to you some 
facts relative to the deuaauds of this kind from Hortalez. The gentle- 
man who uses this name* came to me about a year and a half ago in 
London, as an agent from this court, and wishing to communicate 
somethiug to Congress. At our first interview he informed me that 
the court of France wished to send an aid to America of £200.000 
sterling in specie, arms, and ammunition, and that all they wanted 
was to know through which island it was best to make the remittance, 
and that Congress should be apprised of it. We settled the cape as 
the place; and he urged me by no means to omit giving the earliest 
intelligence of it. with information that it would be remitted in the 
name of Hortalez. At our next meeting he desired me to request that 
a small quantity of tobacco, or some other production, might be sent 
to the cape, to give it the air of a mercantile transaction, repeating 
over and over again that it was for a cover only and not for payment, 
as the remittance was gratuitous, t Of all this I informed Dr. Franklin, 

* Caron de Beauniarchais. Bee introduction, 55, SX,ff. 

t This is evidently a failure of memory. It is highly improbable that if such as- 
surances were actually given by Beauniarchais, Arthur Lee, though frequently 
writing about the supplies, should have concealed the fact of tbeir gratuitousness for 
a year and a half. But no such assurances wore authorized by France or given by 
Beaumarehais. Ou the other hand, it was understood all round that the supplies 
were to be paid for iu produce. This Arthur Leo himself conceded when bis mem- 
ory was fresh, and before it was distorted by his quarrels with Franklin, Deane, and 
Beanmarchais. (See Lee's letter of J an. 3, 1777, and letter of the three commissioners of 
Jan. 5, 1777. Lornenia produces other proof to the same efifeet. volume 3, page 160, 
Edwards' translation. See also comments iu introduction, J £ 61, ff. 142.) Arthur 
Lee made a statement similar to the ahove iu a letter to the secret committee of Aug. 
16, 1777, quoted from Arthur Lee's private letter boot, in Report No. 220, 20th Cong. 
1st Sens. That Vergennes assured the commissioners that the supplies were gratui- 
tous, if that is what the text means, is contradicted by Vergennes, Franklin, and 
Deane, as well as by papers elsewhere noticed. (See introduction, 5 $ 52, 64, 148.) 
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chairman of the committee, by sundry opportunities. At the same time 
I stated to Monsieur Hortalez that if his court would dispatch eight or 
teu ships of the line to our aid, it would enable us to destroy all the 
British fleet, and decide the question at one stroke. I repeated this to 
him in a letter after his return to Paris, to which the answer was that 
there was not spirit enough in his court for such an exertion, but that 
he was hastening the promised succors. Upon Mr, Deane's arrival the 
business went into his hands, and the aids were at length embarked in 
the Ampkitrite, Mercury, and Seine. The minister iias repeatedly as- 
sured us, and that in the most explicit terms, that no return is ex- 
pected for these subsidies. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Izard to Committee of Foreign Affairs," 

Paris, October 6, 1777. 

Gentlemen : I had the honor of receiving by the Independence, Cap- 
tain Young, a commission and instructions from Congress, the objects 
of which I shall use my utmost endeavors to accomplish. 

The powers of Europe seem to he waiting for the determination of the 
court of Versailles respecting the acknowledgment of the independence 
of America. As soon as she sets the example it will, I believe, be fol- 
lowed by all those whose interest makes them wish for the diminution 
of the power of England. In this description may be comprehended 
every state that can be of any service to us. it is very much the inter, 
est of most of the powers of Italy that the strength of the British navy 
should be lessened; some of their ports, particularly those of Naples 
and Civita Vecchia, have been frequently insulted, and all of them are 
liable to be so by a nation not remarkable for its moderation, I think, 
therefore, that they must he disposed to afford assistance to the States 
of America, privately, either by subsidy or loau.f Congress will be 
pleased to honor me with their instructions on this point; and in the 
mean time I shall endeavor to procure every information on the sub- 
ject in my power. Should the proposition be approved of, they will 
furnish me with proper powers. If I should be so fortunate as to suc- 
ceed in procuring money, I should be glad to know how it should be 
disposed of, whether in the purchase of such articles as are wanted or 
remitted in specie. 

* MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr.,64B. 

t How illusory these expectation* were, see introduction, 07" and 178, So far 
from Tuscany contributing either countenance or aid to the United States, the grand 
duke would not sutler Izard to enter his territories. As for loans, Izard never ob- 
tained a dollar from Italian sources, and the whole of his salary, as large as that of 
Franklin, had to be paid out of the funds contributed in France for carrying on the 
war. 
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I hope to be frequently favored with the proceedings of Congress ami 
with the state of affairs in America, which will be of importance to me, 
anil cannot fail of giving weight to the appointment they have honored 
me with. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Ealph Izard. 

p. s.— The committee will be pleased to direct their dispatches to 
ine to the care of Dr. Franklin, or whatever commissioner may be 
resident at the court of France. 



Franklin, Deane, and Lee to Committee of Foreign Affairs.* 

Passy, October 7, 1777. 

Gentlemen : We received duly your dispatches by Mr. McOreery 
and Captain Young, dated May 2 and 30, June 13, 18, 26, and 
July 2. The intelligence they contain is very particular and satis- 
factory. It rejoices us to be informed that unanimity continues to 
reign among the States, and that you have so good an opinion of your 
affairs, in which we join with you. We understand that you have also 
written to us of later dates by Captain Holmis. He is arrived at Port 
l'Orient, but being chased aud nearly taken, he sunk his dispatches. 

We are also of your sentiments with regard to the interests of France 
and Spain respecting our independence, which iuterests we are per- 
suaded they see as well as we, though particular preseut circumstances 
induce them to postpone the measures that are proper to secure those 
interests. They continue to hold the same conduct described in our 
last, which went by Wickes aud Johnson, a copy whereof we send here- 
with. Johnson is unfortunately taken. We have lately presented an 
earnest memorial to both courts, stating the difficulties of our situation, 
aud requesting that if they can not immediately make a diversion in 
our favor they would give a subsidy sufficient to enable us to continue 
the war without them, or afford the States their advice and influence 
in making a good peace. 

Our present demand, to enable us to fulfill your orders, is for about 
eight millions of livres. Couriers, we understand, are dispatched with 
this memorial to Madrid by both the ambassador of Spain and the min- 
ister here ; and we are desired to wait with patience the answer, as 
the two courts must act together. In the mean time they give us 
fresh assurances of their good will to our cause, and we have just 
received a fourth sum of five hundred thousand livres ; but we are con- 
tinually charged to keep the aids that are or may be afforded us a dead 
secret, even from the Congress, where they suppose England has some 
intelligence; and they wish she may have no certain proofs to produce 
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against them with the other powers of Europe. The apparent necessity 
of your being informed of the true state of your affairs obliges us to 
dispense with this injunction j but we entreat that the greatest care 
may be taken that no part of it shall transpire; nor of the assurances 
we have received that no repayment will ever be required from us of 
what has been already given us, either in money or military stores. 
The great desire here seems to be that England should strike first, and 
not be able to give her allies a good reason. 

The total failure of remittances from you for a long time past has em- 
barrassed us exceedingly ; the contracts we entered into for clothing 
and arms in expectation of those remittances, and which are now be- 
ginning to call for payment, distress us much, and we are in imminent 
danger of bankruptcy, for all your agents are in the same situation, 
and they all recur to us to save their and your credit. We were 
obliged to discbarge a debt of Myrtle's at Bordeaux, amounting to 
about five thousand livres, to get that vessel away, and he now dnns 
us at every post for between four and Ave thousand pounds ster- 
ling, to disengage him in Holland, where he has purchased arms for 
you. With the same view of saving your credit Mr. Boss was fur- 
nished with twenty thousand pounds sterling to disentangle him. All 
the captains of your armed vessels come to us for their supplies, and we 
have not received a farthing of the produce of their prizes, as they are 
ordered into other hands. Mr, Hodge has had large sums of ns. 

But to give you some idea for the present till a more perfect account 
can be rendered of the demands upon us that we have paid, we in- 
close a sketch for your perusal ; and shall only observe that we have 
refused no application in which your credit appeared to be concerned, 
except one from the creditors of a Mr. Cerouio, said to be your agent in 
Hispauiola, hut of whom we had no knowledge; and we had reason to 
hope that you would have been equally ready to support our credit as 
we have been yours, and from the same motives, the good of the public, 
for whom we are all acting, the success of our business depending con- 
siderably upon it. 

We are sorry, therefore, to find all the world acquainted here that the 
commissioners from Congress have not so much of your regard as to 
obtain the change of a single agent who disgraces us all. We say no 
more of this at present, contenting ourselves with the consciousness 
that we recommended that change from the purest motives, and that 
the necessity of it, and our uprightness in proposing it, will soon fully 
appear. 

Messrs. G-ardoqui, atBilboa, have sent several cargoes of naval stores, 
cordage, sail cloth, anchors, etc., for the public use, consigned to El- 
bridge Gerry, esq. They complain that they have no acknowledgment 
from that gentleman of the goods being received, though they know 
that the vessels arrived. We have excused it to them, on the supposi- 
tion of his being absent at Congress, We wish such acknowledgment 
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may be made, accompanied with some expressions of gratitude towards 
those from whom the supplies came, without mentioning who they 
are supposed to be. You mention the arrival of the Ampiiitrite and 
Mercury, but say nothing of the cargoes. 

Mr. Hodge is discharged from his imprisonment on our solicitation, 
and his papers restored to him; lie was well treated while in the Bas- 
tile.* The charge against him was, deceiving the Government in fitting 
out Ounuingham from Dunkirk, who was represented as going on some 
trading voyage ; but as soon as he was out began a cruise on the British 
coast, and took six sail. He is got safe into Ferrol. 

We have received and delivered the commissions to Mr. William Lee 
and Mr. Izard. Kb letters came with them for those gentlemen, with 
informatiou how they are to be supported on their stations. We sup- 
pose they write to you, and will acquaint you with their intentions. 

Some propositions are privately communicated to us, said to be ou 
the part of Prussia, for forming a commercial company at E modem 
We shall put them into the hands of Mr. Lee. 

We do not see a probability of our obtaining a loan of two millions 
sterling from any of the money holders in Europe till our affairs are, 
in their opinion, more firmly established. What may be obtained from 
the two crowns, either as loan or subsidy, we shall probably know on 
the return of the couriers, and we hope we shall be able to write more 
satisfactory on those heads by Captain Young, who will by that time 
be ready to return. 

With the greatest respect, we have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deame. 
Akthur Lee. 



W. Lee to the President of Congress, t 

Paris; October 7, 1777. 
Sir: Your goodness I trust will excuse me for requesting the favor 
of you to inform the honorable Congress of the United States of Amer- 
ica that this moment {on my arrival here from Nantes, where I have 
been discharging the public trust reposed in me by the secret commit- 
tee of Congress) were put into my hands the instructions and appoint- 
ment of me as commissioner at the courts of Vienna and Berlin, but not 
having had au opportunity of a conference on the subject with the com- 
missioners here, it is not in my power at present to enlarge on the busi- 
ness, more especially as I am told this express is to be immediately dis- 
patched.^: I understand another will be sent in ten or twelve days, by 

•See index, title Madge. 

tMSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip., Rev. Corr., 592. 

t William Lee never reached either of the courts to which he was accredited. (See 
introduction, 19, 178; iudex, title W. Lee.) By both courts reception was peremp- 
torily re fa Bed. 
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which opportunity I shall write fully. I liave only farther to entreat 
that you will assure the honorable Congress of my steady attachment 
to that respectable body and to the rights of America, which I shall 
invariably and on all occasions endeavor to support and maintain. 
I am, with the truest respect and esteem, etc., 

William: Lee. 



Schulenbiirg to A. Lee. 
[Translation.*! 

Berlin, October 8, 1777^ 
tint: I should not have deferred thus long answering the two letters 
which you did me- the honor to write me the 13th of August and 2 1st 
of September last if I could have announced anything favorable to 
your wishes. But the king, notwithstanding his good inclinations 
towards your nation, not judging it suitable to grant to your privateers 
a free commerce with his ports at a time when even Prance, notwith- 
standing the considerable benefits she begins to derive from the trade 
with America, has thought proper to pay a deference to the represen- 
tations of the English ministers, I imagined that you would have in- 
ferred from my silence, sir, that what I had to say would not corre- 
spond with your views, t We must wait for more favorable circum- 
stances to begin a commercial connection between the two people, 
which his majesty will receive great pleasure in seeing increase, when- 
ever it will not engage him in measures contrary to his principles. 
In the mean time, sir, I shall always be very happy in receiving any in- 
formation from you concerning the situation of your affairs 

I arn under many obligations to you, sir, for the memorial which you 
were so kind as to send me. I find it very well written, and it Will no 
doubt make a proper impression in those countries where it is an object 
of speculation to put out money with foreign nations. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Baron de S chulenb ur (> . 



Dumas to Committee on Foreign Affairs, t 

The Hague, October 14, 1777. 
Gentlemen : If I do not speak to you in all my letters of the person 
with whom yon know I am connected at The Hague, it is not because 
this connection does not continue daily, but because it is sufficient to 

* l Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 451. 

t See iudex, titles A. Lee, Schulenburg, for reference to A. Lee's Prussia u coirespoud- 
ence. 

f5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 340. 
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give an actount of our conferences to yonr honorable commission in 
Jiu rope, and also, considering the time that my packets are on the way, 
my reports would be as superfluous and useless to you as they would be 
long and difficult to decipher or dangerous to transmit without cipher. 
The enemy alone would be able to profit by them. Moreover, I doubt 
not but your commissioners transmit to you the result of all that passes 

Our States-General are assembled, and they have begun with labors 
which by no means please your enemies. The first was to make a claim 
directly, in the name of their high mightinesses, upon the English 
minister for the Dutch vessel destined for St. Eustatia, and taken in 
the Channel by an English vessel of- war, under the pretext that tbe 
vessel was American built. (Tbe Dutch bad purchased lier at Halifax.) 
Our States have sent instructions on this subject to their envoy at 
Loudon, with orders to have discontinued whatever process has been 
instituted by the captor before tlie English judges against this vessel; 
and an order also to the owners of" the vessel and cargo not to plead be- 
fore the judges, because they have proved here that they had conformed 
iu all things to the laws of tbis country and to its conventions with Great 
Britain. We are impatient here to learn the answer of England. 

Their second debate was on a petition, iu very strong terms, signed 
by a hundred of tbe principal commercial houses of Amsterdam {ex- 
cept the house of Hope, devoted to England), for the purpose of asking 
a convoy for their vessels going to the West Indies. 

I have all tbis from the best authority ; as also that the party of 
your enemies in tbis country, though yet considerable, are visibly losing 
their influence, and can not fail to succumb, especially if the English 
continue to seize our vessels, and if they wish to engage this Republic 
to involve itself in a war on their account ; for we desire here to be at 
peace with all the world. 

I have the honor to be, etc. Domas. 



Franklin to Hartley." 

PAssy, October 14, 1777. 
Dear Sir: I received duly your letter of May 2, 1777, including a 
copy of one you had sent ine the year before, which never came to band, 
and which it seems has been the case with some I wrote to you from 
America. Filled though our letters have always been with sentiments 
of good-will to both countries, and earnest desires of preventing their 
ruin and promoting their mutual felicity, I have been apprehensive that, 
if it were known that a correspondence subsisted between us, it might be 
attended with inconvenience to you. I have, therefore, been backward 
in writing, not caring to trust the post, and not well knowing who else 



"2 Sparks)' Dip. Rev. Corr., 18; 0 Bigelow's Franklin, 10f;. 
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to trust with ray letters. But being now assured of a safe conveyance, I 
venture to write to you, especially as 1 think the subject such a one as 
you may receive a letter upon without censure.* 

Happy sliould 1 have been if the honest warnings I gave of the fatal 
separation of interests, as well as affections, that must attend the meas- 
ures commenced while I was in England had been attended to, and the 
horrid mischief of this abominable war been thereby prevented. I 
should still be happy in any successful endeavors for restoring peace, 
consistent with the liberties, the safety, and the honor of America. As 
to our submitting to the Government of Great Britain, it is vain to think 
of it. She has given us, by her numberless barbarities (by her malice 
in bribing slaves to murder their masters aud savages to massacre 
the families of farmers, with her baseness iu rewarding the unfaithful- 
ness cf servants aud debauching the virtue of honest seamen intrusted 
with our property), in the prosecution of the war and in the treatment 
of the prisoners, so deep an impression of her depravity, that we never 
again can trust her' in the management of our affairs and interests. It is 
now impossible to persuade our people, as I long endeavored, that the war 
was merely ministerial, and that the nation bore still a good-will to us. 
'ilia infinite number of addresses printed in your gazettes, all approving 
the conduct oi'your government towards us and encouraging our destruc- 
tion by every possible means; the great majority in Parliament constantly 
manifesting the same sentiments, and the popular public rejoicings on 
occasion of any news of the slaughter of an innocent and virtuous peo- 
ple, fighting only in defense of their just rights; these, together with 
the recommendations of the same measures by even your celebrated 
moralists and divines in their writings and sermons, that are stilt ap- 
proved aud applauded in your great national assemblies, all join in con- 
vincing us that you are no longer the magnanimous, enlightened nation 
we once esteemed you, aud that you are unfit and unworthy to govern 
us, as not being able to govern your own passions. 

But, as I have said, I sbould be nevertheless happy in seeing peace 
restored. For though if my friends and the friends of liberty and 
virtue who still remain in England could be drawn out of it, a contin- 
uance of this war to the ruiu of the rest would give me less concern, I 
can not, as that removal is impossible, but wish for peace for their 
sakes, as well as for the sake of humanity and preventing further 
carnage. 

This wish of mine, ineffective as it may be, induces me to mention to 
you that, between nations long exasperated against each other in war, 
some act of generosity and kindness towards prisoners on one side has 
softened resentment and abated animosity on the other, so as to bring 
on an accommodation. You iu England, if you wish for peace, have 
at present the opportunity of trying this means with regard to the pris- 
oners now in your jails. They complain of very severe treatment. 



* For correspondence between Franklin and Hartley, see index, under tbeir names. 
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They are far from their friends and families, and winter is coming on, 
ill which they must suffer extremely if continued in their present situ- 
ation ; fed scantily on bad provisions, without warm lodgings, clothes, 
or tire, and not suffered to invite or receive visits from their friends, or 
even from the humane and charitable of their enemies. 

lean assure you, from my own certain knowledge, that your people 
prisoners in America have been treated with great kindness. They 
have been served with the same rations of wholesome provisions with 
our own troops ; comfortable lodgings have been provided for them, 
and they have been allowed large bounds of villages in the healthy air 
to walk and amuse themselves with on their parole. Where you have 
thought fit to employ contractors to supply your people, these con- 
tractors have been protected and aided in their operations. Some con- 
siderable act of kindness towards our people would take off the reproach 
of inhumanity in that respect from the nation, and leave it where it 
ought with more certainty to lay — on the conductors of your war in 
America. This I hint to you, out of some remaining good-will to a 
nation I once loved sincerely. But as things are. and in my present 
temper of mind, not being over fond of receiving obligations, I shall 
content myself with proposing that your gove* -'t would allow us 
to send or employ a commissary to take sot^e c >rtf( . ; ^ if p 0Pf .ofortunate 
people. Perhaps on your representations this jpeedily be ob- 

tained in England, though It was refused most inhumanly at >'.ew York. 
If you could have leisure to visit the jails in which they are confined, 
and should be desirous of knowing the truth relative to the treatment 
they receive, 1 wish you would take the trouble of distributing among 
the most necessitous, according , to their wants, five or six hundred 
pounds, for wbicli your drafts on me here shall be punctually honored. 
You could then be able to speak with some certainty to the p<J t in 
Parliament, and this might be attended with good effects. * 

If you can not obtain for us permission to send a commissary, possibly 
you may find a trusty, humane, discreet person at Plymouth, and another 
at Portsmouth, who would undertake to communicate what relief ..e 
may be able to afford thos° r unfortunate men — martyrs to the cause of 
liberty. "Sour king wHln" J reward you for taking this trouble, bYt 
God will; I shall not men-. ^ the gratitude of America; you will have 
what is better— the applause of your own good conscience. Our cap- 
tains have set at liberty above two hundred of your oeople, made 
prisoners by our armed vessels and brought into France, besides a 
great number dismissed at sea on your coasts, to whom vessels were 
given to carry them in. But you have not returned us a man in ex- 
change. If we had soid your people to the Moors at Bailee, as you have 
many of ours to the African and East India Companies, could you have 
complained .' 

*Aa to treatment of prisoners, see index, Prisoners; introduction, { 22. 
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In revising what I have written, I found too much warmth in it, and 
was about to strike out some parts. Yet I let them go, as they will 
afford you this one reflection: "If a man, naturally cool and rendered 
still cooler by old age, is so warmed by our treatment of his country, 
how much must those people in general be exasperated against us? 
And why are we making inveterate enemies by our barbarity, not only 
of the present iuhabitants of a great country, but of their infinitely 
more numerous posterity, who will iu future ages detest the name of 
Englishman as much as the children iu Holland now do those of Alva 
and Spaniard," This will certainly happen unless your conduct is 
speedily changed, and the national resentment falls where it ought to 
fall heavily — on your ministry, Or perhaps rather on the king, whose 
will they only execute. 

With the greatest esteem aud affection, aud best wishes for your 
prosperity, I have the honor to be, dear sir, etc., 

B. Franklin. 



Franklin to Lovell. 

Passy, October 17, 1777. 
I receivecpo;;^ r (without date) communicating a method of se- 
cret writing, for which I am obliged to you. I have since received yours 
of July *. I was very sensible, before I left America, of the inconven- 
iences attending the employment of foreign officers, and therefore im- 
mediately on my arrival here I gave all the discouragement in my power 
to their going over. But numbers had been previously engaged by Mr. 
Deaue, who could not resist the applications made to him. I was con- 
cerned in sending the four engineers, and in making the contract 
'wit_ them ; but before they went I had reason to dislike one of them, 
and to wish the agreement had uot been made, for I foresaw the discon- 
tent that man was capable of producing among his companions, and I 
fancy that if, instead of America, they had gone to heaven, it would 
have been the same thing. You can have no conception of the arts 
and interest made use of to recommend ;u; 1 engage us to recommend 
Very indifferent persons. Theimportun . lb 'windless. The numbers 
we refuse iucredible. Which if you knew you would applaud us for, 
aud on that account excuse the few we have beeu prevailed on to in- 
troduce to y ju. But, as somebody says, 

"Poets lose half tbe praise they would have got 
Were it hat known wbat tliey discreetly blot." 

I wish we had an absolute order to give no letter of recommendation, 
or even introduction, for the future, to any foreign officer whatever. As 
to the instruetiou passed in Congress, respecting French officers who do 



* a Works of Joliu Adauis, 46ti. 
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not understand English, we never made ik known here, from tlie same 
apprehension that you express. All that understood a little English 
would have thought themselves entitled to a commission, and the rest 
would have undertaken to learn it in the passage.* 
With great esteem, etc., 

B. Franklin. 

P. S. — I inclose some papers given me by the Baron Steuben, a 
Prussian officer, who is gone over. Perhaps there may he useful hints 
in them. 



Harrison et al., Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners at Paris. t 

Yorktown, October 18, 1777. 

Gentlemen: We have the pleasure of inclosing to you the copy of 
a letter froui Geueral Gates, coutaining the circumstances of a victory 
gained over General Burgoyne on the 7th, This event must defeat the 
main views of General Clinton in proceeding up Hudson Biver. He has, 
it is true, got possession of Fort Montgomery, but with much loss, as 
we hear. Though the enemy should boast much of this acquisition, yet 
we are persuaded the consequences will be very little profitable to them, 
as Governor Clinton, of New York, and his brother, General James Clin- 
ton, are acting vigorously in concert with General Putnam, who com- 
mands in that quarter. 

Our army under General Washington is numerous and in high spirits, 
while General Howe is busied in forming obstructions in the roads leading 
to the city of Philadelphia, by which he supports the hopes of keeping our 
troops from routing hitn out of his stolen quarters. The inclosed letters 
need no comment from us, being sufficient of themselves to determine 
your conduct in the points to which they relate. It is with concern 
we find that British property has lately been covered by conveyance in 
French bottoms, which practice pursued, and American search disliked 
by France, it is obvious that the most vulnerable part of Great Britaiu, 
her commerce, will be secured against us, and that by the intervention 
of our professed friends. We desire, therefore, gentlemen, that you will 
confer with the ministers of France on this subject, and satisfy them of 
the propriety, and even the necessity, which there is that either this 
commerce should be prohibited, or that the United States be at liberty 
to search into and make distinctions between the bottom and the 
enemy's property conveyed in that bottom. 

To prevent ill impressions being made by a number of officers who 
arc returning to France, we think it proper to observe that, without 
totally deranging and risking even the annihilation of the American 

"As to French officers coming to the United States, see introduction, J 78; indux, 
title Officora. 

tMSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 245. 
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armies, it was not possible to provide for uiauy of those gentlemen in 
the manner they wished, ami which some of them had stipulated for 
previous to their leaving France.* We have done all in our power to 
prevent discontent, but no doubt there will be some whose dissatisfac- 
tions will produce complaints, aud perhaps misrepresentations. You 
will be guarded ou this head, and represent our conduct as fouuded 
solely on ihe necessity of our situation. 

We have the honor to be, etc., B. Harrison, 

E. H, Lee, 
E. Morris, 
J. Lovell. 



The battle of Saratoga ia given by Sir E. S. Creasy as one of the great battles re- 
corder! in hiatory. It certainly was epoch making, and this for the following reasons : 

The troops on the American Bide wore in the main militia, bant ily levied ; and oveu 
those who were called "regulars" were without any long military training, and none 
of them regarded themselves as soldiers for life. 

They were badly officered. Schuyler, who knew the field, and who had made the dis- 
position of the campaign, to whom at least the New York troops were attached, had 
been set aside on account of bis apparent irresoluteuess, just as his plans were ready to 
be pnt into effective execution, by the giving the command to Gates, who, as it turned 
out, bad neither the capacity nor the courage for such a command. Arnold, as is 
shown by bis biographer, took au active part in the battle of September 19, 1777, but 
it was rather that of a volunteer, inspiring the troops by bis dash, than that of au 
officer in command. Gates himself was not on the field. Lincoln, it is true, had 
shown great skill in a preliminary collision at Ticonderoga, but he did not return to 
the main army until September 32. Except Arnold, there was Dot during the entire 
battle, one major-general, acting as such, on the field, and only one brigadier-general. 
Undoubtedly Washington, by' stripping himself of his available troops, shuwed him- 
self, in view of the importance of the object, a master of strategy; but on the field 
the command had to be left to Gates. 

According to Bancroft (9 History U. S., chap. XXIV) " Gates bad no fitness for 
command and wanted personal courage ; " and it is further said that " ou the British 
side three major-generals came on the field (in the battle of September 19) ; on the 
American side not one, nor a brigadier till its close." As to Gates, then, there is now no 
question as to the accuracy of this statement both as to his character aud as to his 
conduct in the battle on this eventful day. In a note it is stated by Bancroft that 
Arnold was not on the field. So witnesses Wilkinson, whom Marshall knew and be- 
lieved. Letters of Arnold and Gates admit of no other interpretation. "General 
Arnold not being present in the battle of the 19th of September" (R. R. Livingston to 
Washington, January 14, 177rf). On the other hand, the documents cited by Arnold 
iu bis Life of Arnold (1880) are very strong to the effect that Arnold was not only on 
the field on that day, but led the American attack. Lecky (4 History of England, 62) 
says : " Mr. Isaac Arnold, the recent biographer of Benedict Arnold, appears to have 
established beyond dispute that this (the assertion of Arnold's absence) is a mistake, 
anil that, ou this, as on all other occasions, Benedict Arnold showed himself an excel- 
lent soldier." To the same effect is Sparks' life of Arnold, 118 ; who is followed by 
Lord Mabon (6 History of England, 270). Gordon (History of Civil War iu America, 
vol. 1, p. 298; Dublin, 1779) makes similar statements. 

Riedesel's testimony (1 Stone's Memoirs of Riedesel, 150) also is that the Americans 
"were commanded on this occasion (September 19) by General Arnold." Creasy (Fif- 



* See introduction, $ 78 ( index, title Officers. 
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teen Decisive Battles, 4*2,) gives even greater prominence to Arnold, though this may 
have been from a not unnatural desire not, to permit one for whom England paid so 
much to be unduly depreciated. But Robert R. Livingston's statement, as given Id 
a letter to Washington of January 14, 1778 (2 Sparks 1 Letters to Washington, 551), 
is, when we take in the context, even stronger than we might gather from the ex- 
tract given by Bancroft: "That I may not, however, seem to have been without 
warrant in my recommendation of bim" (the writer's brother, Colonel Livingston, 
who was on the field on the 19th), " I take the liberty to inclose to your excellency 
an extract of a letter to him, written under General Arnold's directions, by a gentle- 
man of his family, he beiog unable to hold the pen himself. After a warm recom- 
mendation of his conduct, both in the camp and the field, and giving him and his 
regiment a full share of the honor of the hattle of the 19th of September {in which 
General Arnold, not being present, writes only from the report of those who were), 
he adds : ' On the 7th of October the conduct of your corps fell more immediately 
under the inspection of General Arnold. He thinks it hut justice to you and them 
to observe that great part of our success on that day was owing to the gallant part 
they acted in storming the enemy's works and the alertness and good order they ob- 
served in the pursuit.'" Yet, to increase the puzzle we have given us by Arnold's 
biographer (Arnold's Life of Arnold, 182) a letter from Colonel Livingston, in which 
he speaks of an address of thanks to Arnold, 11 particularly for his conduct during 
the late action," that of the 19th. 

Ou the other hand, the British army was distinguished by the presence of several 
eminent and highly able officers, capable not only of skillful military management, 
but of arousing the enthusiasm of their troops, Phillips was a brilliant and gallant 
officer, capable, as was afterwards shown, of dashing enterprise, and Riedesel, who 
was also a m^jor-general, had the full confidence of the German contingent, and was 
a master of the German tactics of the day. 

Undoubtedly the Americans had the advantage of numbers. But this was mot by 
the superior discipline as well as the superior arms on the British side. Taking these 
conditions iuto consideration, the forces may have been considered, were the matter 
tested by a European standard, about equal. The British ha-d a great preponderance 
of artillery. On the other hand, Morgan's riflemen, in their Bkill in a wilderness 
struggle, could not he matched on the British side, though there is no reason why the 
Canadian sharp-shooters should not have at least come near them ivi effectiveness. 

So far as concerns strategy, the British plan, on its face, had merit which on the 
American side there was no opportunity to display. To use Lake Champlaiu and 
Lake George for water transit from Montreal to the Hudson, and at Albany to meet 
a detachment from Sir Henry Clinton, and thus to encircle New York east of the 
Hudson and New England by posts to the west, while the Atlantic shore wa3 blockaded 
from New York to Canada, was a scheme as bold as it was practicable. 

It was defeated, however, because Bnrgoyne's army, skillfully and adequately 
manned as it had been, was not strong enough to meet the militiamen, who, badly 
accoutered and badly officered they were, stood in his way. 

Had the battle been in the open field it might have been different. But the Amer- 
icans were able to choose their ground, and the ground they chose was one in which 
they could avail themselves of their skill as riflemen, of their strength, and of their 
desperate courage. 

Their courage was desperate, because they were fighting for their homes and f»r 
their women and children, Burgoyne's infamous appeal at Crowti Point to his " In- 
dian forces," at whatever distance from him, to execute the vengeance of the state, 
followed, as it was, by atrocities thns instigated," had made every man in the Amer- 

* This was in the face of Burgoyne's own statement to Germain that " were the In- 
dians left to themselves enormities too horrid to think of would ensue; guilty and 
innocent, wotneu and infants, would be a common prey." Some of these enormities 
are specified by Bancroft, vol. 9, chap. 22. 
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icau army Relieve that defeat would bring ruin and disgrace, together with all the 
horrors which Indians and foreign mercenaries could inflict.. 

That which gave the Saratoga capitulation the character of " epoch-making " was 
the fact that it was not likely that any British army which penetrated to the interior 
of America would meet with any other fate than that of Burgoyne,* 

In France, as has been seen, this was at once understood. In the disastrous Seven 
years' war there had been no instance of a British army, with its entire artillery and 
camp and provisions, surrendering itself to a French array, no matter how disciplined 
and no matter how accomplished. Here there was such a surrender to an American 
army of raw recruits, under a general of whom the French at least knew nothing. 
The victory could only be ascribed to conditions which could not be reversed. 
Britain could not, without exhaustion, send to the interior of America armies 
stronger and better accoutered than that of Burgoyne, nor had they any general 
who surpassed Burgoyne in skill and dash. America could not be conquered by 
Britain. This was the dispatch sent from Saratoga in terms much more likely to 
produce conviction than could have been the most vigorous diplomatic appeal. And 
the recognition of the independence of the United States and the treaty of alliance 
ensued. 

• Ou England the effect was by no means so decisive. The very faults of the 
English temper, its arrogance, its obstinacy, which had produced the war with its 
American Colonies, and had aroused toward it in Enropa a sullen and angry dislike 
soon to break out into war, co-operated in making England dccliuo to accept such a 
defeat aH final without strenuous resistance. Two elements co-operated in producing 
this result. George III knew no fear, and had little capacity to understand the na- 
tional and geographical conditions with which he had to deal when undertaking the 
subjugation by war, with Indians and German hirelings as his allies, of the English 
population of America; and the views of George III were shared by the great body 
of the "bucolic" society of England which elected members to the House of Com- 
mons. And George III, and those who agreed with him, were badly advised by the 
group of Tory refugees in England, who asserted that with a greater display of force 
and of severity America would be subdued. Hence came from George III the brutal 
command that the Colonies must not only be compelled to return to their allegiance by 
civilized warfare, but that they must be distressed — distressed by incendiary assaults 
on their seacoast villages, and by letting loose Indian marauders and assassins ou 
their inland settlements. Had Britain surrendered all attempts at invasion, and con- 
fined herself to blockading the American coast, the case might have been different, 
But of a war of invasion the surrender of Saratoga was the knell, t 

Yet Burgoyne's surrender was not without its drawbacks to the American cause. 
"Here is a British army, with all the advantages which high discipline and powerful 
armaments cau give, beaten by our suddenly extemporized militia." So spoke doc- 
trinaire politicians, who looked down with contempt upon discipline, and military 
science, aud commissary departments, and arseualB for the manufacture and supply 
of improved weapons, and foreign alliauces, by whom deficiencies iu these respects 
could be made up. Yet if it was intended not merely to capture British invading 
troops when they got. into the interior, but to found an independent government of 
the United States, nothing could be more mistaken than this position. Burgoyne 

'According to Jesse (4 Selwyn and bis Contemporaries, 267) Burgoyne "returned to 
England in May, 1778, was refused admission to the king, and in vain solicited a 
court-martial. In 1779 ho was dismissed the servicefor refusing to return to America, 
agreeably with the terms of the convention which he bad signed after his surrender. 
Three years afterwards, however, he was restored to his rank in the army, appointed 
conimauder-iii-chief iu Ireland, and sworn a member of the privy council. He died 
suddenly at his bouse in Hertford street, of a tit of the gout, on' the 4th of August, 
1792. His remains wero interred in the cloisters of Westminster Abbey." 

tAs to political importance of Burgoyue's surrender, see Introduction, $ 44. 
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and thoae who followed him might be defeated by troo [is extemporized in the interior 
by a conviction that if British and Indiitn troops wore not repelled every home 
would be desecrated, aided as this conviction was by the advantages of a conn try 
known to themselves ; but it was only by military science, with the aid of the best 
arms that that science could devise, that the British could bo driven from such sea- 
ports as they should select as centers of power, and it was only by a foreign alliance 
that the British navy could be successfully met on the high seas. 

Another drawback was the perilous prominence given to Gates, a man so ambitious 
as to seek for supreme military power and so weak as to be unconscious of his utter 
incapacity for the exercise of snch power. When Gates was subsequently sent to 
South Carolina to check the British invasion of that State this incapacity was demon, 
strated, and it was shown that he was deficient not merely in military skill, but iu 
that personal dash which was necessary to enable him to lead troops engaged in 
such warfare as was there requisite. It was not until in uch later days, when the 
historian had the opportunity of critically inspecting the records of the Saratoga sur- 
render, that it appeared how little Gates, either by military skill or by personal valor, 
had to do with the successes which led to that surrender. 

Yet at the time he was the hero by whom the most glorious victory of the war had 
been achieved, and he became the chosen champion of those doctrinaire enthusiasts 
who, in war, disbelieved in strategy and intrench meats and bases of supplies, and 
who wero confident that the strongest fortifications could be carried by a popular 
rush, and also, in diplomacy, denouncing that courtesy and tact by which alone 
internalioual intercourse can be successfully carried on, maintained that foreign aid 
could only be secured by impetuous demand. Hence, while in diplomacy, every 
European court was to be assailed by an envoy insisting on aid, Washington, on the 
field, was to be subordinated to Gates, if he were not compelled, by the slights put on 
him, to resign.* Yet nothing could have been more unjust. Washington's siege of 
Boston was not only marked by singular military and political wisdom, but as a 
victory was far more signal thau that of Saratoga. 

For eight months the British army, with full command of all the naval aid that could 
be brought to it by the greatest naval power in the world, was cooped up in Boston, 
unable to pierce through the works Washington had constructed, either to reach the 
interior or to force him to battle. The defense of Sebastopol by Todleben against 
the allied army and navy has always been pronounced a masterpiece of military 
skill, though the Russians bad almost perfect discipline and had unlimited resources 
in the way of supplies, and though the besieged ultimately succumbed to the 
powers who controlled the seas. But here a British army, with the entire British 
navy behind it, was not only baffled in its attempts to possess itself of the defenses 
raised by Washington and manned by soldiers not trained to war, but was ulti- 
mately, in order to Save itself, compelled to evacuate the fort. Yet the maintenance 
of the British position at SebaBtopol, and the reduction of the works by which it was 
encompassed by Todleben, was of comparatively little importance to Great Britain 
compared with the maintenance of the British position at Boston, aud the reduction 
of the works by which it was encompassed by Washington, 

Thomas Anburey, an officer in Lord Petersham's regiment (twenty-ninth infantry) 
in the Burgoyne army, published on his return to England a series of letters entitled 
"Travels Through the Interior Parts of America, iu a series of letters, by au officer," 
of which a " new edition" (that now consulted) was issued in London iu 1791. The 
letters are marked throughout by naturalness, an evident desire to tell the truth, a 
vivid interest in matters of natural history, and no little credulity iu matters social 
and military. Some of his accounts of New England domestic life, of which he was 
a close observer during the period of bis detention after the capitulation, show that 
this credulity must have been imposed upon by American acquaintances, who little 
thought that what they said from mischief would find its way into print as truth ; 

"See Introduction, {II. 



bukgoyne's campaign. 



417 



ami in this line may bo noticed the account of New England marriage rites which ho 
introduces into his second volume. His accounts, however, of the incidents of Bur- 
goyue's disasters are on their fact; so ingenuous, and so consistent with what we know 
from other quarters, that they claim ruspoct. He insists that Burgoyne at the outset 
enjoined ou the Indians conformity with the laws of war. He admits, however 
(August 6, 1777), after the McCrea outrage, that the general ; ' was the more exas- 
perated, as they (the perpetrators of this and of similar outrages) were Indians of 
the remoter tribes * * * whom he had been taught to look upon as more warlike. 
I believe, however," be adds, "he has found equal depravity of principle reigns 
throughout the whole of them, aud the only pre-eminence of the remoter tribes con- 
sists in their ferocity." Yet, notwithstanding this disco vory, Burgoyne strove, as far 
as he could, to keep the Indians in his ranks, though in this respect ho met with but 
little success. 

On August 8, 1777, come the following striking remarks: 11 1 kuow it will be the 
general observation in England that we ought, after we had penetrated thus far, 
to have made our way to Alhauy by rapid marches, it being no more than fifty miles 
distant from this place (Fort Edward). Iu this instance it is to bo considered how 
the troops are to pass two great rivers, the Hudson and the Mohawk, without bat- 
teaux; to form a bridge or water-raft to convey large bodies at once, even admitting 
the contrivance of a bridge of rafts to pass the Hudson and trust to chance for the 
passage of the Mohawk, or in case of a disappointment recourse to be had to the 
fords at Schenectady, which are fifteen miles from the mouth of the river, and are 
fordablo, except after heavy rains; removing all these impediments, for a rapid 
march the soldier must of course be exempted from all personal incumbrances, and 
represented as just marching from a parade iu England, for nothing can be more 
repugnant to the ideas of a rapid march than the load a soldier generally carries 
during a campaign, consisting of a knapsack, a blanket, a haversack that contains his 
provision, a canteen for water, a hatchet, and a proportion of the equipage belong- 
ing to his tout ; these articles (aud for auch a march there can not bo less than four 
days' provision) added to bis acoouterments, arms, arid sixty rounds of ammunition, 
make an enormous bulk, weighing about sixty pounds. fc " * Consistent with the 
idea of rapidity, it is necessary to carry forward more provision than for bare suste- 
nauee duriug the march, or how were the men to subsist when they arrived at Albany, 
where the Americans will certainly make a stand ; but even supposing they should not, 
they will of course drive off all the cattle, and destroy the corn and corn-mills. This 
can only he effected by carts, which could not keep pace with the army, there being 
only one road from Albany for wheel carriage, and iu many places there are deep 
aud wide gullies, where the bridges are broken and must necessarily be repaired. 

"This road is bounded on one side by the river, and on the other by perpendicular 
ascents, covered with wood, where the enemy might not only greatly annoy, but 
where, iu on© night, they could throw impediments in our way that would take 
nearly the whole of the next day to remove ; therefore every idea of conveying more 
provision than the men could carry ou their backs must cease, as (he time and labor 
in removing these obstructions and making new roads for the carts to pass, before they 
could reach the army, would inevitably be the cause of a famine, or the army must 
retreat. All notion of artillery is totally laid aside, as in the present state of the roads 
not the smallest ammunition tumbril could be carried with the army." In order to 
obtain sufficient Btores to advance the side expedition to Bennington, which termi- 
nated disastrously forBurgoyne, the troops of whom it was composed being defeated, 
many slain, and others taken prisoners, the main army, having by other moans ob- 
tained provisionafor thirty days, crossed the Hudson on September 13, and encamped 
at Saratoga, ou the property of General Schuyler, In the skirmishes of the 19th the 
skill of the American rillemeu is noticed, and the barbarity of the Indian auxiliaries, 
whose object appeared to bo to plunder aud murder, but to render no efficient aid. 
The "enemy," he states, had at times " a great superiority of fire," and he claims 
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great credit to the British army for having successfully encountered " such a powerful 
enemy, as, from the account of the prisoners, they hail nearly treble our numbers in 
the field." But he adds, 1 1 notwithstanding the glory of the day remains on our side, 
I am fearful the real advantages resulting from this hard- fought hattle will rest on 
that of the Americans, our army being so uiueh weakened by this engagement as not 
to be of sufficient strength to venture forth and improvo the victory. * * • The 
courage and obstinacy with which the Americans fought were the astonishment of 
every one, and we now become fully convinced they are not that contemptible enemy 
we had hitherto imagined them, incapable of standing a regular engagement, and 
that they would only fight behind strong and powerful works." On October !i he 
writes that " we have gained little more by our victory than honor, the Americans 
working with incessant labor to strengthen their left ; their right is already unat- 
tackable." Then coines the following statement of much pertinency to the question 
of the possibility of a British conquest of the interior of America: "The nature of 
the country is peculiarly unfavorable in respect to military operations, it being diffi- 
cult to reconnoiter the enemy, and to obtain any intelligence to be relied on ; the 
roads, the situation of the enemy, the grounds for procuring forage, of which the 
army is in great want, and all parties are in quest of, are often attended with the 
utmost danger, and require great bodies to cover them," The Indians, except to 
plunder, would not fight; the Canadians were "easily dispirited;" and the pro- 
vincials (loyalists) "withdrew on perceiving the resistance of the Americans would 
be more formidable than had been expected. The desertion of the Indians, Cana- 
dians, and provincials, at a time when their services were most required, was 
exceedingly mortifying, and however it may prove, this instance will alow future 
commanders what Utile dependence ia to he placed on such auxiliaries." The "great 
execution of the American riflemen " gave them, he declares, an advantage which 
could only be partially met by the German chasseurs, whose "number was very 
inferior to the riflemen of the enemy," the British, Canadian, and provincial troops 
being unavailable for the purpose. Of the battle of October 7 he does not speak 
until November 10, on his arrival as a prisoner at Cambridge. He positively asserts 
that the storming attack on the post of Balcarres was led by General Arnold, who 
"gallantly assaulted the works, but on the general's being wounded the enemy were 
repulsed, which was not till after dark," On the 6th of October he states, having 
taken post upon the heights, " we offered battle, anxious for a conflict in a plain, 
where we could discern our enemy, as hitherto all our actions bad been iu the woods, 
where it is impossible exactly to prescribe to au army or separate body bow to govern 
itself. * * * In the evening iu tell i gen ce was brought that the enemy were 
marching to turn our right ; we could prevent this by no other means than retreat- 
ing towards Saratoga." 

On the 11th " the possible means of farther retreat were considered in a council of 
war, composed of the general officers, and the only one that seemed expedient or iu the 
least practicable, was attended with such danger as afforded little hopes of success ; 
but nevertheless the resolve was it should be attempted. This was by a night 
march to Port EdwaTd, the troops carrying their provisions on their backs, leaving 
artillery, baggage, and other incumbrances behind, and to force a passage at the 
ford either above or below that fore." It was found, however, that this was imprac- 
ticable. The army was then " worn down by a series of incessant toils and stubborn 
actions, abandoned in our utmost distress by the Indians, weakened by the desertion, 
and disappointed as to the efficacy of the Canadians and provincials, by their timid- 
ity; the regular troops reduced by the late heavy losses of many of our best men ami 
distinguished officers to only 3,500 effective men, of which number there were not 
quite 2,000 British: — in this state of weakness, no possibility of retreat, our provis- 
ions nearly exhausted, and invested by an army four times our number that almost 
encircled us, who would not attack us from knowledge of our situation, and whose 
works could not be assaulted iu any part." 
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On the 13th of October a "council of war was called, to which all tho geuerals, 
field officers, and commanding officers of corps were summoned, when it was unani- 
mously agreed that in the present circumstances we oould do no other than treat with 
the enemy." 

This narrative is of interest in connection with the question of the capacity 
of the Revolution to maintain itself without French aid. Of course the Rovolu- 
tion, without that aid might, as a formal system under Congress, have collapsed; and 
its armies, so far as tbey were stationed ou the sea-coast, have been driven from the 
field. But when we take into consideration tho factors above specified as causing Bur- 
goyne's defeat, we find that they were inherent iu any warfare waged in the interior. 
They are : 

(1) Difficulty in obtaining supplies by the invader. 

(2) Preeariousuess of bis communications with his government, and with support- 
ing forces. 

(3) Superiority of American riflemen in wilderness fights. 

(4) Elasticity of the American forces, at one time apparently shrinking into insignifi- 
cance so its to invite attack, at another, when stimulated by danger or insults, swelling 
into an army superior in numbers, in enthusiasm, in knowledge of the country, and 
ability to make use of its strategic peculiarities. 

(5) Implacable animosity kindled in the great body of the population by the atroc- 
ities chargeable to the invader— plunder, rapine, and employment of Indians. 

(C) Half-hearteduess of allies and of local recruits. The German officers were no 
doubt gallant and loyal to the flag under which they fought. But this, from the 
nature of things, could not have been the case with the German rank and file. They 
had no heart iu the business, and though on the field in line of battle they stood up 
to their work, th»y showed no individual alacrity in the service, and they deserted 
very largely when on the march, as the narrative before us shows. And "loyalist" 
American aid, whether "Canadian "or " provincial," was, if we can rely on Auber- 
ey's statement, of little value, while the Indians, in the vehemence of the antagonism 
which throbbed through the whole country when their employment was announced, 
injured the British cause far more than they helped it. 

Such were among the leading causes of Burgoyne's surrender. Any other British 
military attempt to penetrate the interior would have been obliged to succumb to the 
same difficulties, even though no French forces were on the field. At the same time 
it was to French su pplies that the American forces at Saratoga owed much of their 
capacity to take the field. Nor, without the French fleets and troops, which subse- 
quently arrived, could the war, in the proper sense of the word, have been main- 
tained. The country, as a whole, could not have been subdued. But the struggle 
would have been very niueh protracted, and political conditions brought about far 
different from those which now exist. 

Anberey's work was translated into both French and German, and the French trans- 
lation, published in 1793, was annotated by Noel. 

The question of American evasion of the convention of Saratoga is discussed with, 
much fullness iu Mr, Charles Deane's pamphlet on General Burgoyne and tho conven- 
tion, (Worcester, 1878), and also in Baxter's British Invasion, etc. (Albany, 1887), 
55 ff. 

"Disagreeable as is the necessity, I must here again, in justico to my own army, 
recur to the vigor and obstinacy with which they wore fought by tho enemy. A 
more determined perse verauce than they showed iutheir attack upon the lines, though 
they were finally repulsed by the corps under Lord Balcarras, I believe is not in any 
officer's experience." (Burgoyne iu House of Commons, May 20, 1779 ; 20 Pari. Hist., 
800.) 

"If Burgoyne's army is destroyed, little force left iu Canada, only seven thousand 
men in New York, Howe's army not increased by his tedious voyage and three bat- 
tles with Washington ; if true,— where are we to stamp aud conjure np new armies t 
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And what will less armies achieve, which such large ones have not compassed in 
three campaigns T We have lost Boston j hare got New York, and perhaps Philadel- 
phia. If the Americans have fougkt, they mil fight. If they have not, can you make 
thenit Andean yon conquer them without t/iating them? Can you maintain the country 
when you have conquered UT Witt a destroyed country maintain yonr artnyt Andean 
thii country maintain or recruit it, when you can already set no recruits bid from Ger- 
many!" (Walpole to Mann, Nov. 7, 1777; 7 Cunningham's Walpole, 7.) 

" On Tuesday night (December 4, 1777) came news from Carleton at Qnebec, which 
indeed had come from France earlier announcing the total annihilation (as to 
America) of Burgoyne's array." Carleton declares he has no authentic information ; 
but from all the intelligence he can get, and which he helieves, Burgoyne, after 
dispatching Colonel Fraser with 1,000 men to seek provisions, which whole body, 
with their commander, was cut off, fought desperately to extricate himself, but 
numbers increasiug and pouring upon him, he had been forced to lay down his arms, 
and the whole remaining army, which some say still consisted of 5,000, hut probably 
were reduced much lower, surrendered themselves prisouers, and are to be trans- 
ported to England on parole of not serving more in America — no bad circumstance 
for us, if they were but here. * * * You may imagine this occasions some con- 
sternation ; "but none at all, I assure you, in the Temple of Concord. Unless Cros- 
sus besieged the senate with an army of ingots, I do not believe there would be a 
deserter from the cause of Saci'a Fames. There have been, indeed, warm skir- 
mishes in both the Temples of Honor and Virtue, * " * but without making any 
Suppression." (Walpole to Mann, Dec. 4, 1777 ; 7 Cunningham's Walpole, 10.) 

A copy of Burgoyne's " State of the Expedition from Canada," as laid before the 
House of Commons, published in London in 1778, is iu the library of the Department 
of State. This report contains elaborate maps of the several battle-fields in which 
Burgoyne was concerned, as well as that of Bennington. 

The following works may be consulted in connection with Burgoyne's campaign : 

Stevens' Address on Burgoyne's Campaign, N, Y., 1877. 

Stone's Centennial Address, 1877. 

An account of Burgoyne's Campaign, by Charles Watson, esq., Albany, 1844. 

The effect .of Burgoyne's surrender on the French ministry has been already con- 
sidered J introduction $ 44) ; and much space has been given to the discussion of the 
vexed question (important as bearing on the integrity of Bancroft and the vigilance 
of Franklin) at what time the news reached Passy. (Iutroduction $ 1SJ6.) 

As to Germain's blunder in instructions, see introduction, 27. 

As to Gates' personal career, see note under date of August SJ8, 1776. 



A. Lee to Schulenburg.f 

Paris, October 23, 1777. 

Sir: I bad the honor of receiving your favor of the 8th a few days 
since. I can not express my regret at not haviug been able to form a 
connection between those whom I represent and a mouardi whom I 
know my countrymen respect as the first in Europe for wisdom ami 
valor. Any instance of friendship and approbation from a prince so 
respected would have added luster even to the illustrious cause in 
which we are contending. 

On a subject of such dignity I should have been happy to see his 

* See discussion as to time of arrival of news in England, introduction, $ 196. 
1 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 451. 
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majesty give, not receive, an example from the rest of Europe. It is 
not fit that the timid should lead the brave or the weak direct the wise. 
Satisfied as I am of his majesty's good disposition towards the United 
States, I trust the motives which oppose a declaration of it will not 
outlast a convictiou that our enemies can not, with all their exertions, 
wrest from us the sword, the possession of which is the most substan- 
tial proof of independency.* 

In the mean time [ can not help so far presuming upon his majesty's 
graciousness and your excellency's goodness as to hope that you will 
enable me to inform my constituents if there is any likelihood of our 
enemies drawing recruits or re-en forcemeots from Germany, Russia, or 
Denmark for the next campaign. It is to that we must now look, the 
present not promising anything decisive, and the malignity of our ene- 
mies urging them to continue injuring us, though at the hazard of their 
own ruin. If your excellency, therefore, will have the goodness to 
inform me whether we have anything, and what, to fear from those 
quarters, it will be remembered with the greatest gratitude. At the 
same time give me leave to hope that his majesty will use his influence 
to prevent the success of their applications on this subject. 

With respect to France having yielded to the representations of the 
English ambassador, the fact is, that she adheres to her treaties with 
England, which admit not our armed vessels to stay in her ports, except 
in case of necessity, where reparations are requisite and indispensable. 
And as it is both the interest and inclination of our cruisers to keep the 
sea as long as they are able, the acting consistent with their treaties is 
sufficient for us. We meant to ask no more of his Prussian majesty, 
nor that the sale of prizes should be openly practiced, so as to givejust 
cause of complaint. 

Two packets have arrived here without their dispatches, having been 
obliged to throw them overboard by being closely pursued. We are 
therefore without any late authentic intelligence. The immediate coin- 
mubication of any such as reaches us your excellency may rely upon. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



R. H. Lee and Iiovell, Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners at 

Paria.t 

York, October 31, 1777. 
Gentlemen : We have the pleasure to inclose to you the capitulation 
by which General Bnrgoyne and his whole army surrendered themselves 
prisoners of war. This great event might have been still greater had 

* The main obstacle in the way of recognition of America by the northern powers 
was tbe unwillingness on their part to be plunged into war with Great Britain, and 
thus, by becoming belligerents, to lose the benefits of neutrality accruiug to them, 

t MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks's Dip. Rev, Co rr., 246, witb verbal changes. See note 
to prior letter of Harrison to commissioners, Oct. 18, 1777, 
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not the operations ou tlie Hudson Eiver below Albany rendered it ap- 
prehensible that Sir Henry Clinton might come to the relief of General 
Bnrgoyne, as be had urged his way up to within forty-four miles of 
Albany, at which place were lodged the principal magazines of war aud 
provisions for our northern army. General Gates is now moving down 
the North Eiver, having sent General Stark with two thousand brave 
men to reduce Tieonderoga and the passes yet occupied by the enemy 
■on Lake George. 

General Howe is yet at Philadelphia, but whether he will be able to 
•continue there may be judged from a consideration of General Bur- 
goyne's surrender, from the hitherto unavailing efforts of the enemy to 
get their fleet up to the city, from General Washington's being, with a 
good army, now near Geroiautown, and closing upon the enemy's lines 
which run across the commons near Philadelphia, as we are informed, 
from Delaware to Schuylkill. 

After many smaller attempts had beeD made in vain upon Fort Island 
and the chevauxde-frize, a general and very powerful attack was made 
upon the 22d and 23d of this mouth, on Red Bank, by twelve hundred 
Hessians, and on Fort Island by several ships of war, which approached 
as near as the chevaux^de-frize would admit, and by fire from batteries 
erected ou Province Island. The Hessians were led on by Count Douop, 
col on el- commandant. They attempted the place by storm, aud were 
repulsed with^the loss of seventy dead on the spot aud seventy-eight 
prisoners wounded; among the latter are Colonel Dooop and his aid- 
major. Among the former are a lieutenant-colonel and some inferior 
officers. From the ships and Province Island batteries a furious can- 
nonade was long continued, and warmly returned by Fort Mifflin aud 
the galleys. At length the ships were obliged to retire, with the loss 
of two, which the enemy set on fire themselves, aud which were thus 
blown up. These two are said to he the Augusta, of sixty-four guns, 
and the Liverpool, frigate. The names of the ships we can not be sure 
of yet, but that two men-of-war were destroyed is certain, and being 
desirous of giving you the most early information of the great events 
at the northward, we shall be more particular about the Delaware busi- 
ness hereafter. We rely on your wisdom and care to make the best 
and most immediate use of this intelligence to depress our enemies and 
produce essential aid to our cause in Europe. 

The public acknowledgment of the independence of these United 
States would be attended with beneficial con sequences ; aud, whilst we 
proceed with diligence and care to profit from our advantages, we are 
sensible how essential European aid must be to the final establishment 
aud security of American freedom aud independence. We are in daily 
expectation of hearing from you, which we have not done since May 
last. 

As some of our frigates are ordered to France under your after direc- 
tion, we hope to hear in due time that more eliectual distress has been 
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conveyed to the commerce of our enemies. It is a pity that some of 
their towns should not be made to suffer for the licentious conflagra- 
tions which have been kindled by them in America. 
We have the honor to be, etc., 

E. H. Lee. 

J. LOVELL. 



R. H. Lee and Lovell, Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners at 

Paris." 

York, November 8, 1777. 
Gentlemen: At the time this will be delivered to yoa, bills of ex- 
change will also be presented for your acceptance, drawn by the Hon. 
Henry Laurens, of Charleston, South Carolina, who was elected Presi- 
dent of the Continental Congress on the first day of this month, of which 
we thought proper to give you thus early information, that you may 
duly honor his draughts, the particulars of which weshall forward speed- 
ily by another opportunity, concluding with much regard, etc., 

E. H. Lee, 

J. LOVELL. 



A. Lee to Schulenbuvg.t 

Paris, November 13, 1777. 
SiE: Since I had the honor of answering your excellency's favor of 
the 8th of October, a commission has been received appointing Will- 
iam Lee commissioner of Cougress to the court of Berlin, with pow- 
ers to negotiate a treaty of amity and commerce with the King of Prus- 
sia. The great knowledge of this gentleman in commerce will enable 
him to throw far more light on that subject than I was able to commu- 
nicate, 

I am persuaded, sir, that with the assistance he can give, a happy 
foundation, at least, may be laid for effectuating his majesty's wishes 
on that subject. At the same time he will be better able to show the 
value and importance of that commerce to the subjects of his majesty 
and to the prosperity of his kingdom. 

Your excellency will have the goodness to communicate to us his 
majesty's pleasure relative to this commissioner's coming to Berlin, in 
which he will entirely conform himself to the king's sentiments. 

The entire discomfiture of General Burgoyne and the northern expe- 
dition, as well as the untruth of what was circulated about General 
Howe's success, with the sole view of diverting the public attention 

*MSS. Dep., of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coir., 248, with verbal changes. 

I I Sparks', Dip. Rev. Corr., 453. Aa to William Lee's rejection by tlio Prussian court, 
see index title W. Lee ; introduction, 19, 175 ; Bchnlenburg to A, Lee, Nov, 98, 1777, 
infra. 
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from the ill success of the Canadian armament, is now universally ac- 
knowledged in England. We have received no dispatches on the sub. 
ject. But from the place he is in, we are satisfied General Howe will 
meet with a manly opposition. 

I have the honor to he, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



A. Lee to Gardoqui and Sons.* 

Paris, November 15, 1777. 

Gentlemen : I havelearned from America that there was a difficulty 
on the arrival of the supplies sent to America through your house in 
knowing whether they were for Oougress or for Mr. Gerry to whom 
they were consigned. Possibly you explained that to Mr. Gerry, and 
his absence might have occasioned the doubt. At all events you will 
have the goodness in future to write so clearly as to preveut any mis- 
take of that kind. 

When any prize made by any Continental armed vessel in the serv- 
ice of the United States is sent into Bilboa or the adjacent port, you 
have my authority to sell her to the best advantage, reserving half the 
proceeds for the Congress, at my disposal, as their representative in 
Spain. The other half is the property of the captain and the crew. 

1 beg you will inform me, by return of post, what interest you give 
for money put into your hands. They give here at the rate of six per 
cent., on condition that it be not drawn out of their hands under oue 
month's notice. If your terms are as good, I should prefer depositing 
what I have with you. 

I have the honor to be, etc.. 

Arthur Lee. 



Journals of Congress, t 

November 21, 1777. 

Resolved, That Silas Deane, esquire, be recalled from the court of 
France, and that the committee for foreign affairs be directed to take 
proper measures for speedily communicating the pleasure of Congress 
herein to Mr. Deane and the other commissioners of the United States 
at the court of France. 

Resolved, That Monday next be assigned for choosing a commissioner 
to the court of France in place of Silas Deane, esqnire.t 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 453. 

t MSS. Dep. of State, printed journalfl. 

t See introduction, 159, ft,-, index, titlo Deane. 
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Franklin, Deane, and Lee to Captains of American Armed Ve3sels.* 

Paris, November 21, 1777. 
Gentlemen: Complaint having been made of violences done by 
American armed vessels to neutral nations, in seizing ships belonging 
to tlieir subjects and under tbeir colors, and in making captures of those 
of the enemy, but under the protection of neutral coasts, contrary to the 
usage and custom of nations : This is, therefore, to warn and request 
you not to commit any sucb violation of the laws of nations, but (ac- 
cording to tbe powers expressed in your commission) to confine your- 
selves to tbe capture of the enemy's vessels when not within the protec- 
tion of a neutral river, fort, or coast, and of all others whatsoever that 
shall be carrying soldiers, arms, ammunition, provisions, or other contra- 
band goods to any of tbe british armies or ships employed against the 
United States, In every otber case you will respect the rights of neu- 
trality, from which yon expect protection, and treat all neutral ships 
with tbe utmost kindness and friendship for the honor of your country 
and of yourselves. 

We are, gentlemen, etc., 

Benj'n Franklin, 
Silas Deane, 
Arthur L-EE.t 



Journals of Congress.! 

November 22, 1777. 

Congress having received information that the insidious enemies of the 
United States of America have endeavored to propagate in Europe 
false and groundless reports that a treaty bad been held between Con- 
gress and tbe commissioners of tbe King of Great Britain, by which it 
was probable that a reconciliation would take place: 

Bt it declared and reaolved, That the commissioners of the said United 
States at the several courts in Europe be authorized to represent to the 
courts at which they respectively reside that no treaty whatever has 
been held between the King of Great Britain or any of bis commis- 
sioners and tbe said United States since tbeir Declaration of Independ- 
ence; 

And whereas the cause of these United States may be greatly endan- 
gered unless such of the European powers as regard the rights of man- 
kind should iuterpose to prevent the ungenerous combination of other 
powers against the liberties of the said States : 

Resolved, That the commissioners of the United States at the several 
courts in Europe be directed to apply to the respective courts and re- 

* MSS. Dep. of State. To be found witb verbal cbaogea in 2 A. Lee's Life, 31. 

t See index, title Privateers. 

t MSS. Dep. of State; printed journals. 
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quest their immediate assistance for preventing a further embarkation 
of foreign troops to America and also to urge the necessity of their 
acknowledging the independence of these States. 

Resolved, That all proposals for a treaty between the King of Great 
Britain or any of his commissioners and the United States of America 
inconsistent with the independence of the said States or with such 
treaties or alliances as may be formed under their authority will be 
rejected by Congress. 

Resolved, That the commissioners of the United States be severally 
directed to communicate to the respective courts the purport of the 
first and second resolutions when they shall think it expedient and to 
suspend the last until upon a general consultation of the commission- 
ers a majority shall judge it necessary,* 



William Lee to Thomson. I 

PARIS, November 24, 1777. 
Sir: Be so good as to inform the honorable Congress of the United 
States of America that I have received the commissions, whereby they 
have done me the houor of appointing me their commissioner and repre- 
sentative to the courts of Vienna and Berliu. In consequence of their 
instructions, I have applied to their commissioners at the court of 
Versailles for a copy of the treaty originally proposed by Congress to 
be entered into with France, together with the subsequent alterations 
that have been proposed on either side, which I presume they will 
furnish me with, and in the mean time I have been taking, and shall 
continue to take, measures to get the best possible information which 
of those courts it will be most for the interest of the United States 
that I should visit first in order to accomplish the most urgent object 
of Congress, that of preventing Great Britain from obtaining more 
German troops to send to Ameriea. For this object my views shall be 
extended to Russia, as far as the situation of affairs in Europe will 
admit.f 

Colonel Faucet, the British agent, has been most of the year in Ger- 
many, and about two months ago General Haldiman, who was ap- 
pointed and embarked to go and succeed General Carleton as governor 
of Quebec, was recalled and sent to Germany, as it is supposed, to aid 
Colonel Faucet in obtaining more German troops. What success they 
will meet with I can not at present speak of with certainty, but you 
may rely on every exertion in my power to obstruct their operations, 
and have some hopes of succeeding so far as to prevent their obtain iug 

* See, as to British attempts to break tlie French alliance, Introduction $ 29. 
t MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 593, with verbal changes. 
tAs to William Lee's diplomatic career, see introduction, {$ 19, 173; index, tiths 
William Lee. 
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more than to make up the number that the States of Hesse, Brunswick, 
and Arsspach, have formerly contracted to keep in the pay and service 
of Great Britain in America. It would certainly add to tlieir difficulty 
aud embarrass the British ministry if there were only au appearance 
of beating up for men for the American States in some of the free 
towus in Germany, where all the world by custom is permitted to re- 
cruit aud enlist men. Something of tins sort might be attempted, suffi- 
cient to give a great alarm and create a diversion in your favor at a 
very little expense, if prudently managed. 

1 shall pay strict attention to my instructions, and embrace the first 
favorable opportunity of prevailing upon the courts of Vienna and 
Berlin to receive the commissioner of Congress as the representative 
of sovereign States, which will necessarily carry along with it an ac- 
knowledgment of the independence of the thirteen United States of 
America, though in this business I apprehend the other powers of 
Europe will wait for France aud Spain to take the lead, as they are 
known everywhere to be friendly to the American States, and to have 
received hitlierto greater advantages from the American commerce 
than any other kingdoms, aud still have not determined as yet to re- 
ceive the American commissioners as the representatives of sovereign 
States. I hope I shall be excused for observing tbat neither my com- 
mission or instructions authorize me to conclude any treaty with the 
courts of Vienna and Berlin, even if I should find those courts at any 
time disposed for such a measure. Congress will determine whether it 
may be prudent to enlarge those powers, when they consider the dis- 
tance between the two countries, and the time it will take to write to 
Congress, receive their answer, return t'o them the treaty, aud then 
again receive their ratification. 

It occurs to me that it will be extremely proper for mo to have a 
cipher to carry on my correspondence with Congress, more especially 
if any supplies of cordage, arms, cannon, or ammunition are purchased 
in the uortheru countries, where it is beyond a doubt they may be had 
infinitely better in quality and very considerably cheaper than what 
have been sent already, or may be sent from Prance or Spain, particu- 
larly iron and brass ordnance, ball, shot, fusils, woolen and linen 
cloth for soldiers' clothiug, and tents, sail-cloth, and cordage. Ways 
aud means may be contrived to ship any of these things from the north- 
ern ports as easily as from the southern ones, if this idea is approved 
of Congress, any cipher you send me shall be used wheu necessary. 
As there is no particular mode pointed out in my instructions how I 
am to correspond with Congress, I have adopted the folio wiug method 
of addressing myself to you as their secretary, it beiug the usual prac- 
tice in similar cases in Europe; but if 1 am wrong, I shall hope to be 
better informed by the next dispatches I receive. 
I am, etc., 

William Lee. 
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Franklin and Deane to Thompson and Hinman." 

Paris, November 25, 1777. 
Sir : We advise you ou your return to L'Orient to put your ship in 
readiness for sea — Captain Hinman will do the same — and after you 
have obtained the best intelligence to be had of the British merchant- 
ships and property. As it is by no means safe to return into the porta 
of France, you will calculate your stores, so as to have a sufficiency for 
your cruise, which we c in not indeed be particular in the direction of. 
It has been suggested that one or more of the India ships returning 
may be intercepted, that part of the West India home ward -bound ships 
may be expected about this time, as well as transports returning from 
New York and elsewhere in America, and that by cruising in the proper 
latitudes you may meet with them; that the British factories and com- 
merce on the African coast at this time lie without any force sufficient to 
protect them, and that by running along that coastyou maygreatlyan. 
noy and distress the enemy in that quarter and afterwards go for the 
"West Indies. 

As you and Captain Hinman have already considered these several 
plans for a cruise, we leave with you to determine which to prefer arid 
the manner in prosecuting either, or any other that may appear more 
likely to answer the design of your commission. We are happy in ob- 
serving the harmony aDd con tide uce which subsists between you and 
Captain Hinman, and hope the same prevails between your officers and 
men, which we are certain you will cul tivate through the whole of your 
expedition, in which we recommend to you to avoid giving any offense 
to the flags of neutral powers, and to show them proper marks of respect 
and friendship. As you may meet with vessels of the enemy so near 
the coast of Europe that yon may be under the necessity of sending 
them into some port of France, we advise you to agree with Messrs. 
Goularde, etc., on the method of conduct in such ease previous to your 
departure, and give orders to the officers to whom you give the com- 
mand of such prizes accordingly thereto. Whenever you judge it 
prudent to dismiss prisoners subjects of his Britannic Majesty, we 
advise you to take from them in writing an acknowledgment of their 
having been your prisoners, their quality, place of residence, ami tkat 
they are dismissed by you in confidence that, an equal number of the sub- 
jects of the thirteen United States of the same rank that now are or may 
hereafter be prisoners to his said Britannic Majesty will be set at liberty. 
You are also to deliver a copy of such writing to the prisoners, enjoin- 
ing them to deliver the same on their arrival in Britain to the lords of 
the British admiralty, and by the first opportunity enclose a duplicate to 
the committee or board of marine in Boston, and another to us, with an 
account of your proceedings. We shall deliver Captain Hinman a copy 
of this letter, who will proceed in concert with you in the cruise. 

With best wishes — (incomplete.) 



• MSS. Dep. of State; C, Bigelow's Franklin, 112. 
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A. Lee to Committee of Foreign Affairs. " 

Paris, November 27, 1777. 

Gentlemen : Since writing the inclosed I received a letter from the 
King of Prussia's minister, informing me tha t his majesty can not at pres- 
ent open his porta to American armed vessels and the sale of their prizes, 
as he finds it is not permitted in Prance. I have apprised the minister 
of the late appointment by Congress to his court, aud do not think it 
improbable but that the king will in a little time be prevailed upon to 
wink at the above measure being executed, though he will not openly 
approve of it till au arrangement is made for acknowledging your inde- 
pendency; t This will probably corae under serious consideration before 
the winter ends, if General Howe should not be successful. 

The last letter I received from the Prussian minister contains the fol- 
lowing paragraph: 

November 0. — "As to the re- enforcement of troops which Great Britain 
will receive from the other powers of Europe for the approaching cam- 
paign I can assure you, sir, that your nation has nothing to fear either 
from Russia or Denmark, and that even Germany will furnish only a few 
hundred men,whom theDukeof Brunswick, the Landgraveof Hesse, and 
the Margrave of Anspacb, in conformity with their treaties, are obliged 
to send annually to recruit the troops whom these princes maintain in 
America in the pay of England, It is with sincere satisfaction that I 
give you this consoling intelligence." 

Our friends in Spain had been prevailed upon to renew the order for 
sending you supplies, but before anything was done a suspension of it 
was occasioned by an American privateer making prize of a French ship 
coming from England with Spanish property on board. Proper measures 
have beeu taken to explain this proceeding so as to appease the com- 
plaints it excited, and I have reason to hope that we shall soon see the 
former good-will towards us restored, with further proofs of its sincerity. 

I have mentioned the little probability our enemies have of obtaining 
troops for another campaign. Nor will their difficulties be less in rais- 
ing supplies. Their credit falls so fast in Europe, that unless the most 
brilliant and effectual success of this campaign should retrieve it by 
rendering the conquest of America probable they can not sustain another. 
Stat magni nominis umbra may almost now be said of Great Britain ; and 
the decisive weight— a weight derived from her connection with Amer- 
ica iu the balance of Europe which she has long held — will assuredly 
fail with the failure of this year's expectations. 

It is with pleasure I inform you that the conduct of your generals and 
the bravery of your troops aud seamen have entirely effaced through 
Europe the unfavorable impressions made at first by the scandalous 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr.,454; 3 A. Lee's Life, 28, under date 
of Nov. iJO, 1777, with other variations 
t As to "winking" by Frederick, see Introduction, 91, 144, 177. 
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reports of our enemies. At the same time there is a great desire to have 
authentic accounts from us, which unhappily we are not able to gratify, 
having received no dispatches since the retreat of the British army from 
the Jerseys. I have imputed it to the chances of the sea and of war 
and to the arduous attention of Congress to the arrangement and defense 
of a young government pressed on all sides by a powerful enemy. The 
Kiug of Prussia is particularly anxious on this subject, as you will judge 
by the following extract from his minister's letter: 

"The king has been surprised to learn by the letter which you have 
doue me the honor to write to me that yon have received no news from 
America, since the public papers are filled with different kiuds of intel- 
ligence, especially respecting the entrance of General Howe into the 
Chesapeake Bay and the check given to Burgoyne by General Arnold. 
As I am persuaded the king would take pleasure in the confirmation of 
this last intelligence on account of the interest his majesty takes in the 
events which are advantageous to your cause, I shall be greatly obliged 
to you if you will communicate to me the authentic details on this sub- 
ject as soon as they come to your bands, for it is extremely difficult to 
tell what degree of confidence is to be placed in relations the greater 
part of which is dressed up and published by the spirit of party." 

I inclose you the King of Great Britain's speech to his Parliament, 
with remarks on it by one who was present. My private letters say the 
ministry are exceedingly dispirited. The following is a picture of the 
public, drawn by an able hand and in a high station : " This poor coun- 
try is fallen into a state of lethargy, from which all efforts to rouse her 
are ineffectual. The single loss of Minorca drove the people of England 
almost to madness; now, thirteen provinces dismembered from the 
British Empire scarcely excite a murmur, except among the few who 
dare to love their country even at this disgraceful period. The parlia- 
mentary campaign will soon open, but nothing is to be expected. Cor- 
ruption, like a Scotch mist, has spread over and pervades every thing." 
It is certain that France and Spain are arming with uncommon dili- 
gence and to a great extent. The States of Holland have ordered ten 
men-of-war as a convoy for their West India trade, and will not permit 
any interruption of it by our enemies. 

Yet, with these circumstances to oppose it — the impracticability of 
obtaining any adequate number of troops, the lowness of their credit, 
the probability of an European war, the carrying ou of their commerce 
by the ships of their rivals, the impossibility of success, and, I may add 
with certainty, their own conviction of it — I am clear in ray opinion 
that they will attempt another campaign, and that every man anil 
every shilling they can procure will be devoted to the desolation of our 
country. 

The privateer which gave so much offense by taking a French ship, 
La Fortune, with Spanish property on board, is called the Civil Usage, 
Since that, the Portsmouth privateer, from Portsmouth, Captain Hart, 
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has taken au English merchantman in the mouth of the Garonne. These 
captures have given great offense to the two courts ; to remove which, 
we have promised to warn all American captains to desist from such 
conduct till the pleasure of Congress is known. The following is a 
copy of the letter I have sent to the different ports of Spain for that 
purpose: 

To all captains or commanders of ships of war, armed vessels, and privateers from the 
United States of North America : 
Gentlemen:— Complaint having bum mail* of violence done by American armed 
vessels to neutral nations, by seizing ships belonging to their subjects and under 
their colors, and in making captures of those of the enemy when under the protection 
of neutral coasts, contrary to the usage and custom of nations, this is therefore to 
warn and request you not to commit any such violation of the law of nations, but 
(according to the powers given in your commission) to confine yourselves to the capt- 
ure of the enemy's vessels when not within sight of a neutral coast, and of all others 
whatsoever that Bhall be carrying soldiers, arms, ammunition, provisions, or other 
contraband goods to any of the British armies or ships employed against the United 
States; and that, in other cases, you will treat all neutral ships with the utmost 
Itiiidnesa and friendship, for the honor of your country and of yourselves.* 

There remains nothing for me to add, at present, but to assure you 
that I have neglected no opportunity of writing to you, and giving a 
full account of my proceedings in Spain and Prussia. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 

P. S. — November 30. — I have writteu to Spain for ten thousand blan- 
kets, to be sent to you immediately, which order, as I have also remit- 
ted the money, will, I hope, be executed. 



Journals of Congress. 

November 28, 1777.+ 
Congress proceeded to the election of a commissioner in the room of 

Silas Deane, esquire, and the ballots being taken, 
John Adams, esquire, a delegate in Congress from Massachusetts 

Bay, was elected. 

Resolved, That William Carmichael, esquire, be appointed secretary 
to the commissioners at the court of France .$ 

December 2, 1777. 
A motion being made for obtaining a loan of money, 
Resolved, That it be referred to a committee of three. 
The members chosen s Mr. Folsom, Mr, Duane, and Mr. Dana. 

* This letter was agreed upon by the commissioners, and sent by them conjointly, 
as a circular, 11 To the captains or commanders of all ships of war, armed vessels, 
and privateers from the United States of Nortli America.'' 

t MSS. Dep. of State ; printed journals. 

t See introduction, H 47t, 129; index, title Adams 
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December 3, 1777. 
The committee, to whom was referred the motion made yesterday for 
obtaining a loan of money, brought in their report, which was taken 
into consideration whereupon Congress came to the following resolu- 
tions : 

The quantity of paper money issued to defray the necessary expenses 
of the war having at length become so considerable as to endanger its 
credit, and Congress apprehending that the slow operation of taxes 
may not be adequate to the prevention of an evil so pernicious in its 
consequences, and as experience proves that the method of paying the 
interest by bills on Prance does not fill the loan offices so fast as the 
urgent calls of war demand : 

Resolved, That the commissioners at the court of France and Spain 
be directed to exert their utmost endeavors to obtain, by means most 
effectual to the end, a loan of two millions sterling on the faith of the 
thirteen United States for a term not less than ten years, with permis- 
sion, if practicable, to pay the same sooner if it shall be agreeable to 
these States, giving twelve months' previous notice to the lender of 
such intention to return the money. 



Laurens, President of Congress, to »okn Adams.* 

Yorktown, Pa., November 28, 1777. 

Sie ; I have the honor of conveying under this cover an extract 
from the minutes of Congress of the present date, which certifies your 
election to be a commissioner at the court of Prance. Had Congress 
given direction, or if I were acquainted with precedents, a commission 
should have accompanied this notification. In the mean time, permit 
me, sir, to congratulate with the friends of America upon this judicious 
appointment, and to wish you every kind of success and happiness. 

I have the honor to be, with very great respect and esteem, sir, your 
humble servant, 

Henry Laurens, 

President of Congress. 



Schulenburg to A. Lee. 

[ Translation, t] 

Berlin, November 28, 1777. 
Sir: As to the commission of Mr. William Lee, the king having 
repeatedly declared his seutiments respecting the actual difficulties 
attending a commercial connection with America, notwithstanding his 
constant good disposition towards the Colonies, can not possibly con- 



• 7 Joliu Adams' Worka, 5. 
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jectnre, as circumstances have not changed, what proposition Mr. Lee 
can make more acceptable to his majesty, nor consequently what can 
be the object of his mission. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Baeon de Schulenbueg.* 



Franklin, Deane, and Lee to Committee of Foreign Affairs. t 

Fassy, November 30, 1777. 

Gentlemen : In a former letter we acquainted you that we had en- 
gaged an officer, oneof the most skillful itt naval affairs that this country 
possessed, to build us a frigate in Holland on a new construction (drafts 
of which we sent you), and to go over in her to America and enter your 
sea-service. The frigate is almost finished. She is very large; is to 
carry thirty 24-pouuders on one deck, and is supposed equal to a ship 
of the line. But the infinite difficulties we find in equipping and man- 
ning such a ship in any neutral port, under the restrictions of treaties, 
together with the want of supplies from you, have iuduced us to sell her 
to the king, who, by a large pension offered to our officer, has engaged 
him to remain in his service, and pays us what we have expended on her. 

We have built a small frigate at Nantes, which we hope to get away 
soon, laden with supplies of various sorts. We meet with difficulties, 
too, in shipping arms and ammunition in her, but hope they will be sur- 
mounted. Several other vessels, some under the direction of Mr. Boss, 
others belonging to French merchants, are almost ready to sail for 
America, and we had thoughts of sending them in a little fleet, under 
convoy of the Raleigh and Alfred; but on consultation, considering the 
spies maintained by England in all the ports, and thence the impossi- 
bility of making up such a fleet without its being known ao as to give 
time for a superior force to lie in wait for it, we concluded the chance 
better of their going off singly as they should be ready. In these ves- 
sels are clothes, ready made, for thirty thousand men, besides arms, 

* The cynical bitterness of this note may be explained in part by irritation at the un- 
due pressure of Hie Lees, and iu p;irt by the feeling that to acknowledge the United 
States might involve hitn In war with Britain, and thus surrender the neutral privi- 
leges of commerce which he in common with Russia was then trying to build up. 
It may be to these influences that his change of position is attributable. (See Deane 
to Jay, Dec. 3. 1776, with note.) 

With this also may be considered the singular attitude of Arthur Lee and of his 
not very reliable secretary, Stephen Sayre, at the time of the theft of Lee's papers in 
Berlin, in June, 1777. (See Introduction, }{ 144, 193; and also Arthur Lee to com- 
missioners, June 28, 1777, snpra. For the letter to which the above is an answer, see 
supra, under date of Nov. 13, 1777), But the pertinacious intrnsiveness of the Lees 
was no excuse for the cynical insolence with which they were treated by Frederick in 
respect both to their mission and to the barefaced larceny of their papers. 

t MSS., Dep. of State, 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 248, with verbal changes. 
28 WH— VOL II 
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cloths, linens, and naval stores to a great amount, bought by us and Mr. 
Iioss, The private adventures also will be very considerable ; and, as 
we shall continue our endeavors to complete your orders, we hope, if the 
ships bave common success in passing, you will be better provided for 
the next campaign thau you have been for any of the preceding. 

How we are enabled to make these supplies must be a matter of some 
surprise to yon, when you reflect that little or nothing from you has 
been received by us except what came by Captain Wickes* till now by 
the arrival of the Amphitrite, and that the seeming uncertainty of your 
public affairs has prevented hitherto our obtaining the loan proposed. 
We have, however, found or made some friends, who bave helped and 
will, we are confident, continue to help us. 

Being anxious for supporting the credit of Congress paper money, we 
procured a fund for payment of the interest of all the Congress had 
proposed to borrow, and we mentioned iu several of our letters that we 
should be ready to pay all bills dt-awu lor the discharge of such interest 
to the full value in money of France ; that is, live livres for every dollar 
of interest due. We were persuaded that thus fixing the value of the 
interest would fix the value of the principal, and consequently of the 
whole mass. We hope this will be approved, though we have yet no 
auswer. We can not apply that fund to any other purpose, and there- 
fore wish to know, as soon as may be, the resolution of Congress upon 
it. Possibly none of those letters had reached you or your answers 
have miscarried, for the interruptions of our correspondence have been 
very considerable. Adams, by whom we wrote early in the summer, 
was taken on this coast, having sunk his dispatches. We hear that 
Hammond shared the same fate on your coast. Johnson, by whom we 
wrote in September, was taken going out of the cbannel ; and poor 
Captain Wickes, who sailed at the same time, and had duplicates, we 
just now hear foundered near Newfoundland, every man perishing but 
the cook. This loss is extremely to be lamented, as he was a gallant 
officer and a very worthy man. Your dispatches, also, which were 
coining by a small sloop from Morris's River, and by the Mere Bobu 
packet, were both sunk on those vessels being boarded by English men- 
of-war. 

The Amphitrit&s arrival, with a cargo of rice and indigo — near one 
thousand barrels of the one and twenty of the other — is a seasonable- 
supply to us for our support, we not having for some time past (as you 
will see by our former letters) any expectations of farther supply from 
Mr. Morris j and though we live here with as much frugality a* pos- 
sible, the unavoidable expenses and the continual demands upon us foi 
assistance to Americans who escape from English prisons, etc., etc, 
endangered our being brought to great difficulties for subsistence. The 
freight of that ship, too, calls for an enormous sum on account of her 
long demurrage. 



• See iudex, title Wickes. 
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We begin to be much troubled with complaints of our armed vessels 
taking the ships and merchandise of neutral nations.* From Holland, 
they complain of the taking of the sloop Chester, Captain Bray, belong- 
ing to Rotterdam, by two privateers of Charleston, called the Fair 
American, and the Experiment; from Cadiz, of the taking the French 
ship Fortune, Captain Kenguen, by the Civil Usage privateer, having 
on board Spanish property; and here, of the taking tbe Emperor of 
Germany, from Cork, with beef, belonging to the marine of France, just 
off the mouth of Bordeaux Itivcr. We send herewith the papers that 
we have received, and answers given, relating to those captures, and 
we earnestly request that, if upon fair trials it shall appear that the 
allegations are true, speedy justice may be done and restitution made 
to the reclaimants, it being of the utmost con sequence to our affairs in 
Europe that we should wipe off the aspersions of our enemies, who pro- 
claim us everywhere as pirates and endeavor to excite all the world 
against us. 

The Spanish affair has already bad very ill effects at that court, as 
we learn by the return of the courier mentioned in our last. We have, 
by letters to our correspondents at the several ports, done all in our 
power to prevent such mischiefs for the future, a copy of which we here- 
with send you. The European maritime powers embarrass themselves 
as well as us by the double part their politics oblige them to act; being 
in their hearts our friends, and wishing us success, they would allow us 
every use of their ports consistent with their treaties, or that we can 
make of them without giving open cause of complaint to England ; and 
it being so difficult to keep our privateers within those bounds, we sub- 
mit it to consideration whether it would not be better to forbear cruis- 
ing on their coasts and bringing prizes in here till an open war takes 
place, which, though by no means certain, seems every now and then 
to be apprehended on both sides; witness, among other circumstances, 
the recall of their fishing ships by France, and the King of England's 
late speech. In consequence of this embarrassed conduct our prizes can 
not be sold publicly, of which the purchasers take advantage in beat- 
ing down the price, and sometimes the admiralty courts are obliged to 
lay hold of them in consequence of orders from court, obtained by the 
Euglish ambassador. Our people, of course, complain of this as un- 
friendly treatment; and as we must not counteract the court in the 
appearances they seem inclined to put on towards England, we can 
not set our folks right by acquainting them with the essential services 
our cause is continually receiving from this nation, and we are appre- 
hensive that resentment of that supposed unkind usage may induce 
some of thein to make reprisals, and thereby occasion a deal of mischief. 
Yon will see some reason for this apprehension in the letter from Captain 
Babson, which we seud you herewith, relating to their two prizes con- 
fiscated here for false entries, and afterwards delivered up to the En- 

* See A. Lee's letter of November 27, 1777, supra ; index, title Privateers. 
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glish, for which, however, we have hopes of obtaining full satisfaction, 
having already a promise of parr. 

The King of England's speech blusters towards these kingdoms tia 
well as towards us. He pretends to great resolution, both of continuing 
this war and of making two others, if they give him occasion, Yet it is 
conceived he will with difficulty lind men and money for another cam. 
paigu of that already on his hands; aud all the world sees that is not 
for want of will that he puts up with the daily known advantages 
afforded us by his neighbors. Tliey, however, we have reason to be- 
lieve, will not begiu the quarrel as long as they can avoid it, nor give 
us auy open assistance of ships or troops. Indeed, we are scarce allowed 
to know that they give us any aids at all, but are left to imagine, if we 
please, that the cannon, arms, etc., which we have received and sent 
are the effects of private bene vole uee and generosity. We have, never- 
theless, the strongest reasons to confide that the same generosity will 
continue; and it leaves America the glory of working out her deliver- 
ance by her own virtue and bravery, on which, with God's blessing, we 
advise you chiefly to depend. 

You will see by the papers, and a letter of intelligence from Loudon, 
that the continuance of the war is warmly condemned in Parliament 
by their wisest and ablest men in the debates on the speech ; but the 
old corrupt majority continues to vote, as usual, with the ministers, la 
order to lessen their credit for the new loans we have caused the paper 
which we formerly mentioned to be translated aud printed in French 
and Dutch by our agent in Holland. When it began to have a run 
there the Government forbade the further publication, but the prohi- 
bition occasions it to be more sought after, read, aud talked of. 

The monument for General Montgomery is finished and gone to 
Havre, in nine eases, to lie for a con veyance. It is plain, but elegant, 
being done by one of the best artists here, who complains that the 
three huudred guineas allowed him is too little; and we are obliged to 
pay the additional charges of package, etc. We see in the papers that 
yon have voted other monuments, but we have received no orders rela- 
ting to them. 

The Raleigh and Alfred will be well fitted and furnished with every 
thing they wanted, the Congress's part of the produce of their prizes 
being nearly equal to their demands. Be pleased to present our dutiful 
respects to the Congress, and assure them of oar most faithful services. 
We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 
Arthur Lee, 
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R, H. Le^ and Lovell, Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners 

at Paris.* 

York, December 1, 1777. 

Gentlemen: As we wish the subject of this letter to be well attended 
to and understood, we shall confine ourselves entirely to the business of 
such French gentlemeu as hare returned without getting employment 
in North America, and particularly those of Mons. Dn Coudray's corps. t 

Whatever may be the clamor excited by discontent, we think that a 
candid consideration of our circumstances and what Congress have 
really done will fully justify them in the eyes of reasonable men. We 
will observe, in the first place, that of all those who have returned not 
one came here at the request of Congress; that they have cost the 
States a very large sum of money, and that the circumstances of affairs 
would not permit any benefit to be drawn from them here. 

It was necessary, previous to the opening of the campaign, that- the 
affairs of the army should be arranged, officers appointed, and every 
thing systematically made rcaily for the serious business that was ap- 
proaching. At this time it was not known by Congress or the coin- 
mauder-ineuief that such a character as Mons. Coudray (under such 
agreements as he brought over with him) was to visit us. The best 
that could be clone was therefore undertaken, and General Knox, the 
father of the American artillery, was appointed to that command, and 
all the other divisions of the army were filled with major-generals. In 
this state of things arrived General Dn Coudray, with an agreement by 
which he was to command the artillery, and the greatest part of the 
major-generals in the army, by being of older commission. A plentiful 
crop of resignations began presently to sprout up, and the whole army 
must have been deranged and thrown into confusion just in the open- 
ing of a campaign, or this agreement not accorded to in the whole, 

But Mons. Du Coudray would have everything or nothing. An in- 
flexible ambition, that paid no regard to the situation and circumstan- 
ces of the army, would be gratified. This produced a scene of conten- 
tion, which was not ended when the unfortunate general was drowned 
in the Schuylkill, going to join the army. Immediately on his death 
the rest of his corps would return to France, and in this disposition of 
their merits Congress endeavored to render things as agreeable to them 
as possible, having some regard to the interests of thej public which they 
serve. It is very true that a concurrence of causes, such as the removal 
from Philadelphia, the time that elapsed before business was gone reg- 
ularly into again, and the multiplicity of public affairs did occasion 
some delay in settling with these gentlemen; but this was a loss to the 
community more than to them, because their pay was continued to the 
last, and you will see by the papers inclosed that ample allowances have 

" MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Eev. Corr., 253, with verbal changes, 
t See Lovoll to Washington, July 24, 1777, sttpi a; as to Coudray, see introduction, 
} 82; as to otber French officers, sec- introduction, $ 73. 
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been made for their expenses to the shipping port for passage to France 
and travel to Paris. 

It has been already observed that Moos. Du Ooudray'a desire conld 
not be complied with without producing very injurious consequences, 
All the other officers were offered admittance into the army, according 
to the ranks stipulated for with Mr. S. Dearie; but to avoid certain 
murmurs and discontent by difference of pay in the same army they 
were offered the pay and rations of Continental officers of similar rank. 
This they rejected ; and when the mischief of dissimilar pay was removed 
by their determination to return to France they were paid their livres 
complete, with all their gratifications, as agreed for, their expenses and 
passages being also fully satisfied. Upon the whole we beg leave to re- 
fer you to the inclosed papers for more minute information in this busi- 
ness, where we think you will find documents sufficient to convince un- 
prejudiced and reasonable men that Congress have done all they could, 
or ought in duty to the public to have done, for the entire satisfaction 
of these gentlemen, and we hope you will be enabled thereby to counter- 
obviate any ill impressions which may be attempted to be made by 
some of these officers; we say by some, because we- believe the more 
reasonable among them are satisfied. 
We have the houor to be, etc., 

E. H. Lee, 
J. Lovell, 



R. H. Lee and Lovell, Committee of Foreign Affairs, to Oie Commissioners 

at Paris.* 

York, December 2, 1777. 

Gentlemen : Since ours of October the 31st the enemy have by re- 
peated efforts at last overcome our defenses on the Delaware below 
Philadelphia, and we hear they have got up some vessels to the city; 
but we incline to think they will yet be interrupted much in their oper- 
ations on the river by the chevauxde-frize and the cold weather. We 
are just informed by General Gates that the garrisons of Ticouderoga 
and Mount In dependence have destroyed the works and the buildings, 
and precipitately retreated across Lake Champlain to Isle Aux Noix and 
St. John's, taking with them only the brass artillery, powder, and pro- 
visions. The heavy stores they threw into the lake. 

If the campaign should close at this period (and if it does it will be 
for want of clothes and blaukets, for both of which we are in great 
distress, having received very few) the enemy will have little to boast 
of. They began it with two armies, one of which has been repeat- 
edly beaten, and at length compelled to lay down its arms and sur- 
render on terms. The other, after various chances, iu which fortune 
more than anything else has been its protection, has at length pos- 
sessed itself of Philadelphia. We say fortune has protected the army 



" MSS. Dep. of Statu; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 254, with verbal changes. 
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of General Howe, and we have good reasons for saying so, when tlie 
fact is, that at the battle of Germantowu the enemy were actually 
defeated,* and accident alone prevented a total and irreparable over- 
throw. It wonld have been otherwise had our young troops possessed 
that calmness of discipline and self- recollection which is habitual to vet- 
eran armies. The acquisition of Philadelphia, which Mr. Howe holds 
at present by a very precarious tenure, can not have cost him in the 
whole fewer than four thousand men since they landed at the head of 
the Elk, aud we know they have lost two ships of war before Fort Mif- 
flin, one a sixty-four gun ship, the other a frigate. 

General Washington's army, about eighteen thousand strong, is now 
about fourteen miles from Philadelphia, and the enemy have fortified 
themselves, in the best manner they can, in and near the city, by 
double lines from Delaware to Schuylkill, . across the common. The 
m aueu vers about Sew York exhibit proofs of apprehension for the 
safety of that place, because the enemy have evacuated and destroyed 
their post at Fort Independence, above King's bridge, and have drawn 
in all their outposts to coneontrate their strength, aud secure if they 
can their hold of the city of New York. We hope before the opening 
of the next campaign to put Hudson's river into a state inaccessible to 
the enemy's ships of war, and thereby to render their enterprises on 
that quarter extremely difficult aud dangerous. 

We have now given you an exact account of our military situation. 
With respect to our civil state, we would acquaint you that Congress 
have passed the Confederation, and sent it to the different States, with 
strong recommendations to give it speedy consideration and return. 
Extensive taxation is also recommended, and seems to be universally 
adopting. You will readily imagine, gentlemen, that our extensive 
operations have produced great expense, as our inexperience in war 
has not furnished us with that systematic economy which is so neces- 
sary, and so well understood by European nations. We shall have 
emitted twenty-eight millions of dollars by the close of this year, ex- 
clusive of provincial currency. The quantify is too great, and of course 
the quality is injured. The slow operations of taxes will not afi'ord ade- 
quate remedy, aud the offer of sterling interest does not fill the loan 
offices so quickly as the necessary expenses call for supply. If a loan 
of two millions sterling could be obtained, the high exchange wonld en- 
able Congress, by drawing on that fund, to call so large a quantity of 
paper presently out of circulation as to appreciate the rest, and give 
time for taxation to work a radical cure. Without this remedy of the 
evil very pernicious consequences may follow ere long. 

Our situation is rendered still worse by the impossibility of vending 
such products as America has largely in store, aud which are now 

" "TMh language is too strong. As the British kept. possession of the ground, they 
could hardly be said to have been defeated. They wore attacked with spirit and for 
a time gave way to General Washington's army,"— 65PAUK8. 
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greatly wanted in Europe, viz: tobacco, naval stores, rice, indigo, etc. 
The great superiority of the enemy's naval fleet makes it impossible to 
send those products in any quantity to sea with a tolerable prospect 
of safety. Thus we are prevented from sending you the four thousand 
hogsheads of tobacco which you have contracted for and which Con- 
gress has directed to be sent, although several thousands have, for 
some time past, been purchased for payment of our debts in France. 
The good intentions of our friends in that country are almost entirely 
frustrated by the exertions of the whole power of our enemies by sea 
to prevent our sending to or receiving from Europe anything whatever. 
A war in Europe would greatly and immediately change the scene. The 
maritime force of France and Spain, with the American cruisers, would 
quickly lessen the power of Great Britain in the western ocean, and make 
room for the reciprocal benefits of commerce between us and our friends. 

We have not been favored with a line from you since the 25th of 
May, which we lament exceedingly, but of which we can not complain, 
since we doubt not but you have written, although we have not been 
so fortunate as to receive your letters. We had reason, from your 
promise, to expect a monthly packet; and this expectation prevented 
us from looking out so early as we should have done for a vessel or two 

from . We have heard with pleasure, by means of Mr. Car- 

michael, through Mr, Bingham, that Mr, Lee had successfully accom- 
plished his business at the court of Prussia,* 

We remember that you informed us the object which carried him to 
Berlin was, besides procuring that prince's acknowledgment of our in- 
dependence, obtaining open ports for our' commerce and the liberty of 
selling our prizes therein. We hope the interference of that powerful 
prince will effectually prevent Russian or German auxiliaries from 
being sent hither by Great Britain. 

As the marine committee have a heady sent some, and will order 
more, of the Continental ships of war to France, under your directions, 
permit us to suggest an expedition, which appears likely to benefit as 
and distress the enemy. We are informed that two or three well- 
manned frigates, dispatched early in February, so as to arrive at the 
Island of Mauritius in June, being provided with letters of credence, 
and for such refreshments, or aid of stores, etc., as may be necessary 
from the minister to the French governor of that island, may go thence 
to cruise on the coast of Coromandel, twenty days' sail from the Island 
of Mauritius, where they will be in the way to intercept the China 
ships, besides distressing the internal trade of India. The prizes may 
be sold at Mauritius, and bills of exchange be remitted to you in Paris. 
We would observe that, in passing to Mauritius, our vessels had better 
call at Goree, than at the cape, to avoid the vigilance and the appre- 

* " This was a mistake." — Sfaiiks, 

That tlie mission of A. Lee and W. Lee were not only inoperative, but mischievouB, 
see introduction, $$ VJ, 144, 17G, 
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bensionof the British cruisers. Another beneficial attempt may be con- 
ducted along the coast of Africa. The French and Dutch settlements, 
and perhaps the Portuguese, will purchase the prizes, and give bills on 
Europe. 

We think your plan of getting one of the new-constructed ships of 
war, equal to one of sixty-four guns, built for the nse of these States 
in Europe is a very good one, and may be employed to very beneficial 
purposes. The heavy iron canuou which you propose to send will be 
welcome for fortifications and for vessels ; and here they cost abun- 
dantly more than you can furnish them for from Europe, besides the 
delay in getting them, which frequently distresses us greatly; and 
surely your determination to supply us with materials wanted here for 
ship-building is very wise, since it is by marine force that the most de- 
structive wouud may be given to our enemies. 

We are directed to point out proper ports into which the stores men- 
tioned in the resolve of Congress of November 10, may be imported.* 
We are obliged to own that the port of Charleston, South Carolina, and 
those to the eastward of Rhode Island, are the only safe ones. We wish 
the number of manufacturers in lead aud sulphur had been limited in 
that same resolve ; but we place full confidence in your discretion. We 
shall he glad to receive from you, by the first opportunity, a plan of 
the militia of Switzerland. 

We close with a desire that you will be pleased to attend to the sev- 
eral matters contained in our former letters, copies of which do not 
happen to be at hand. 

We are, with much esteem, etc., 

!t H. Lee. 

J. LOVELL. 

"The follow jug resolution was passed in Cougress November 10, 1777; 

"Baolved, That the committee of foreign affairs be directed to writo to Hio 
commies ion em of the United States in France and Spain to purchase and ship, on 
Continental account, iu armed vessels, in addition to what has heretofore been ordered 
by Congress, five hundred tons of lead, four hundred tons of powder, one million of 
gun-flints, tents for fifty thousand men, and ten thousand yards of flannel for car- 
tridges, to be sent to such ports and places as the said committee shall direct ; aud 
that the former orders of Congress, and of the commercial committee for clothing, 
fire-arms, equipage, brass field-pieces, salt, and other articles, and for one hundred 
and thirty thousand blankets, be completed as soon as may be. 

"That the committee be also directed to write to the commissi oners, and instruct 
them to contract with, and send over by different conveyances, two or three persous 
well acquainted with the making of gnu-flints, in order to instruct persons in that 
business and introduce into these States so useful a manufacture; likewise, three or 
more proper persons, skillful in working lead mines aud refining lead ore, aud three 
or more persous skillful in the discovery of sulphur mines and manufacturing and 
refining sulphur." 
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Henry Laurens, President of Congress, to John Adam3." 

Yorktown, December 3, 1777. 

Sir: The 28th ultimo I had the honor of writing to you by the mes- 
senger, Frederick Weare, and of transmitting a vote of Congress, by 
which yon are appointed a commissioner at the court of France. In- 
closed under this cover yon will find a commission executed agreeable 
to the order of Congress. 

Ton have no doubt heard, or will hear before this can reach you, of 
the little affair which happened last week in Jersey, the attack by the 
Marquis de la Fayette, at the head of about four hundred militia and a 
detachment from Morgan's rifles, on a picket of three hundred Hessians 
twice re-iuforced by British, in which our troops were successful, killed 
about twenty, wounded more, took fourteen prisoners, and chased the 
enemy about half a mile. We learned that General Greene, under 
whom the marquis had acted, had been recalled from Jersey, but it is 
probable, from an account received this morning in a private letter 
from Major Clarke, something more must have been done before he 
recrossed Delaware. 

The major writes that from different and corroborating accounts 
Lord Cornwallis was killed or wounded ; that in an attack made at 
Gloucester the enemy were beaten, left thirty dead on the field, etc., 
crossed the water, after having set fire to that pretty little town, by 
which the whole was consumed ;t that the English officers, greatly en- 
raged against the French nation, openly declare they would gladly forgive 
America for the exchange of drubbing the French ; that General Howe 
had billeted his soldiers on the iuhabitants of Philadelphia, two in each 
house, aud had taken many of their blankets for the use of his light 
horse, which had occasioned universal discontent and murmuring 
among the citizens; that a ship and brig, richly laden, attempting to 
come up the river, had been lost among the chevauso de /rise. 

1 beg, sir, you will do me the favor to present my respectful compli- 
ments to Mr. S. Adams, aud to accept the repeated good wishes of, sir, 
your most obedient ami most humble servant, 

Henry Laurens, 

President of Congress. 



Lee and Lovell, Committee of Foreign Affairs, to John Adams.} 

York, in Pennsylvania, December 3, 1777. 
Dear Sir: With great pleasure to ourselves we discharge our duty 
by inclosing to you your commission for representing these United 
States at the court of France. We are by no means willing to admit 

* 7 John Adams's Works, 5. 

t "All ttiia is incorrect. General Lafayette's own account of the affair is given in 
a note to General Washington's teller to I be PrusinYut of Congress. Sparks's Writing) 
of Washington, Vol. V, p. 171."— 7 J. Aim us' Works, (i, note. 

IS Sparks' Dip, Rev. Corr., 5:i7j 7 J. Adams' Works, 6. 
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a thought of your declining this important service, and therefore we 
send duplicates of the com mission, and the late resolves, in order that 
you may take one set with you and send the other by another vessel. 

These are important paperSj and therefore we wish they may be put 
into the hands of a particular and careful person, with directions to de- 
liver theiu himself into the hands of the commissioners. Mr. Hancock, 
before be left this place, said that lie intended to send a gentleman to 
France on some particular business, (Jan not we prevail to get this 
gentleman to undertake the delivery of our packet to the commission- 
ers, they paying the expenses of travel to Paris aud back again to his 
place of business? 

■ It is unnecessary to meution the propriety of directing these dis- 
patches to be bagged, with weight proper for sinking them, on any im- 
mediate prospect of their otherwise falling into the enemy's hands. 

We sincerely wish you aquick and pleasant voyage, being, truly, your 
affectionate friends, 

E. H. Lee. 
James Lovell. 



Arthur Lee to Dr. Berkenhout.* 

Paris, December 3, 1777. 
Sir : My last might serve as an answer to yours. We have powers to 
receive, but not to make overtures. Voila la differenee. We have as 
much dignity, aud 1 hope more reasou on our side. If they therefore 
stay for overtures from us, I promise you they will not receive them till 
their faith can move our mountains. I hoped something from this ne- 
gotiation, and therefore more willingly lent myself to it ; but I now see 
too well their abundant pride and folly to think the public will derive 
any advantage from it. They are determined to make us a great people, 
by continuing a contest which forces US to frugality, industry, and econ- 
omy, and calls forth resources which, without such necessity, would 
never have been cultivated. I have long thought that if they intended 
us the benefits their conduct will briug us, we should owe them statues 
of gold. As you love me, do not fail endeavoring to learn to whom I 
am indebted for reportiug the difference between Dr. Franklin and me 
which you mention. It concerns me infinitely to know it. Adieu. 

Arthur Lee. 

" 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 458. 

"Dr. Berkenhont bail been formerly a friend of Arthur Lee iu London, and was 
employed by the government as a secret ageut, to endeavor to obtain from the com- 
missioners iu Paris the terms of an accommodation with England." — Sparks. 

As to Berkeuhout, see introdnctiou, $ 150, J 204. 
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R. H. Lee, et al, Committee of Foreign Affairs, to Deane.* 

York, in Pennsylvania, December 4, 1777. 
SlE: In compliance witb the order of Congress, we now inclose yon 
their resolve of November 21 last; a duplicate goes by another oppor- 
tunity. 

We are, sir, etc., 

R. H. Lee, 
J. Lovell. 



Journals of Congress. 

December 8. 17 TT.f 
Whereas it is of the greatest importance that Congress should ;it 
this critical coujuuction be well informed of the state of affairs in Europe, 
and whereas, Congress have resolved that the honorable Silas Deane 
esq., be recalled from the court of France, aud have appointed another 
commissioner to supply his place there: 

Ordered; That the committee for foreign affairs write to the honorahlc 
Silas Deaue, esq,, and direct him to embrace the first opportunity of 
returning to America, .and upon his arrival to repair with all possible 
dispatch to Congress. t 



Lovell to Deane. $ 

York, December 8, 1777. 
Sir: By accident I find myself called upon singly to execute the duty 
of the committee of foreign affairs, in communicatiug to you an order 
of Congress of tbis day respecting your return to America. 

The order stands in ueed of no comment from the committee to 
elucidate it; and being drawn up in terms complimentary to your 
abilities of serving these United States upon your arrival here, I take 
pleasure in conveying it, 

Being, sir, your very humble servant, 

James Lovell, 

Franklin, Deane, and Lee to Vergennes. || 

Paris, December 8, 1777. 
Sir : The commissioners from the Congress of the United States of 
North America beg leave to represent to your excellency that it is near 
a year since they had the honor of putting into your hands the propo- 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 87. 

t MSS. Dep. of State; printed journals of Congress. 

t See introduction, J 159 ff. 

$ MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparta' Dip. Rev. Corr., 87. 
II 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 459. 
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sitions of Congress for a treaty of amity and commerce with this king- 
dom, to which, with sundry other memorials, requesting the aid of ships 
of war and offeri ng engagements to unite the forces of the said States 
with those of France and Spain in acting against the dominious of Great 
Britain, and to make no peace but iu conjunction with those courts if 
Great Britain should declare war against them, to all which they have 
received no determinate answer; and apprehending that a continuance 
of this state of uncertainty with regard to those propositions, together 
with the reports that must soon be spread in America of rigorous treat- 
ment met with in the ports of these kingdoms may give advantage to 
our enemy in making ill impressions ou the minds of our people, who 
from the secrecy enjoined on us can not be informed of the friendly and 
essential aids that have been so generously but privately afforded us, 
the commissioners conceive that, the present circu instances considered, 
the completing of such a treaty at this time must have the most happy 
effect iu raising the credit of the United States abroad and strengthen- 
ing their resolution at home, as well as discouraging and diminishing 
ttieir internal enemies and confirming their friends who might other- 
wise waver. And the commissioners are further of opinion that the 
aid of ships desired might at this juncture be employed with great 
advantage to America, which, when honored with a conference, they 
can more particularly explain. They therefore request your excellency 
most earnestly to resume the consideration of those affairs, and appoint 
them some speedy day of audience thereupon. 

They pray also that their grateful acknowledgments may be pre- 
sented to the king for the additional aid of three millions, which he 
has been graciously pleased to promise them ; and that his majesty 
may be assured, whatever engagements they may enter into in be- 
half of the United States, in pursuance of the full powers they are 
vested with, will be executed with the most punctual good faith by the 
Congress, who, believing their interests to be the same, and that a sure 
increase of the commerce, wealth, and- strength of France and Spain 
will be one consequence of their success in this contest, wish for nothing 
so much, after establishing their own liberty, as a firm and everlasting 
union with those nations. 

B. Feawklin. 
Silas Deane. 
Arthur Lee, 



A. Iiee to Committee of Foreign Affairs." 

Paris, December 8, 1777. 
Gentlemen: Since my last to you, I have seen your dispatches of 
the 6th of October. The answer relative to the Havana will be obtained 
as soon as possible ; but I think such a connection will in a short time 

*MSS. Dep. of State: I Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 458. 
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take place between the two countries as will put that matter out of all 
doubt. 

I received yesterday a letter from the Messrs. Gardoqui, at Bilboa, 
containing the following passage: 

" Our worthy friend, Elbridge ( Jerry, thinking that the goods shipped 
per Captain Hodges to his address were on his account, ho wrote us 
that he would place the amount thereof to onr credit; but as we have 
answered liiui that this remittance, as well as the rest that followed 
through the same channel, were on account of Congress, and of conse- 
quence out of our power, as he will have seen hy the sundry letters 
written to him since, we doubt not that be will of consequence conform 
thereto ; and we assure you that in future all possible means will be 
used to present mistakes of this kind." 

By a letter from Holland we are assured that the King of Prussia bus 
announced to the States his having refused a passage through bis terri- 
tories to German troops hired by Great Britain.* The West ludia 
fleet from Amsterdam, etc., is to be convoyed by six men of war. I can 
not be more explicit than to assure you that the prospect of our enemies 
is as gloomy here as with you,aud that I am not mistaken in what I 
formerly wrote you, that the confirming our independence would be 
matter of serious consideration among the powers of Europe this winter. 

1 have remitted Mous. Gardoqui money for ten thousand blankets, 
which he promises tu send with a II possible expedition, 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 

postscript to dispatch of december 8, 1777. t 

Our joint dispatches will inform you of the forwardness in which 
Things are here towards the desired conclusion. In three weeks we 
shall hear from Spain, and all will I hope be settled. The late intelli- 
gence from America has staggered and confounded our enemies as 
much as it has elated and decided our friends. Should they at length 
resolve to continue in rage and despair what they commenced in wicked- 
ness and folly, and venture upon a general war, by which they must be 
overwhelmed, their principal efforts will be pointed against us, unless 
your being in a respectable state of preparation should deter them. In 
that case they will probably confine themselves to a piratical coasting 
war, and preying upon our commerce. I have directed all the naval 
stores that are collected at Bilboa to be shipped forth with the moment 
the court of Spain agrees to furnish the money. To accelerate this, I 
proposed to my colleagues to remit the money from our funds here, hut 
they did not thiuk it advisable. 

* See introduction, §90; 

t MSS. Dep. of State: 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 465, under date of Dee. 19, 1777, 
and with other verbal changes. 
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Should Congress waut any person to serve theui in a public character 
in Europe, I am. authorized to say that Edmund Jennings, now in Lon- 
don, will obey their commands. His abilities, attachment, and respecta- 
ble character are well known. It has also fallen very particularly within 
my knowledge that Mr. Thomas Digges, * of Maryland, has exerted him- 
self with great assiduity and address in gaining intelligence and doing 
other services iu England. 

Arthur Lee. 



A. Lee to D'Aranda.l 

Paris, December 9, 1777. 

Sir : [ have the honor of inclosing to your excellency a copy of a 
memorial presented to his excellency Count de Vergennes by the com- 
missioners of Congress for this court. The knowledge I have of the 
great veneration entertained by the United States for the King of Spa in 
antl affection for the people enables me to assure your excellency that 
nothing will give them greater joy than the happy conclusion of a firm 
and lasting treaty of amity and commerce between the two nations. 

Permit me, therefore, to hope that your excellency will co-operate 
with the favorable disposition of this court in bringing the treaty for- 
merly proposed to a speedy conclusion. 

I have the honor to be, with Lhe highest consideration and respect, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



A. Lee to Schulenburg.1 

Paris, December 11, 1777. 

Sir: I have the honor of inclosing to your excellency a detail of the 
operations in the north in addition to what I sent on the 4th. Since 
that time I have been honored with yours of the 28th of November. 

I have apprised my brother, the commissioner of his majesty's pleas- 
ure. He desires me to say that whenever the king thinks his coming 
to Berlin will be of any utility he hopes your excellency will inform 
him of it. Till that time arrives he would not wish to give trouble or 
excite suspicions by coming even in a private character.| Wc have 
heard reports of his majesty's gracious interposition relative to the 
march of troops hired against us, which 1 hope are well founded. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 

"As to Digges' bad character, see iutroduction, $ 30fi ; index, title Digges. He was, 
if not a British spy, an embezzler of money placed in Lis hands for relief of soldiers, 
tl Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 461. 

tTuat W. Lee bad been refused, iu terms singularly cynical, permission to visit 
Berlin, see Sehulenourg to A. Lee, Nov. 28, 1777, supra; iutroduction, mpra, §§ 19, 178. 
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Franklin to Sir Grey Cooper. 

Paris, December U, 1777. 

Dear Sir: Beceiving frequent accounts by American prisoners, who 
have escaped from your jails, of the miserable situation and hard treat- 
ment of their countrymen at Portsmouth and Plymouth, we have pre- 
vailed -with a gentleman (Major Thornton, to ns much a stranger, but 
who appears a man of humanity) to visit the prisons there, and give 
from us some relief to those un fortunate men. I hope that through your 
interest he may obtain a permission for that purpose. I would have 
wished that some voluntary act of compassion on the part of your gov. 
eminent towards those in your power had appeared in abating the 
rigors of their confinement and relieving their pressing necessities, as 
such generosity towards enemies has naturally an effect in softening 
and abating animosity in their compatriots and disposing to reconcilia- 
tion. This, if I had any influence with your ministers, I should rec- 
ommend as prudent, being what would at least secure a continuance of 
that kind usage your people when our prisoners have always experienced 
with us. Mr. Thornton is charged with a letter to Lord North, which I 
request you would procure him an opportunity of delivering and en- 
deavor to obtain an answer. Perhaps it may not be thought proper to 
give any, but t am sure it will not be an insolent one like that from Lord 
S tor m on t to a si m i 1 ar ap plication. T h e r em em brance o f aneie n t f ri e u <l - 
ship encourages me to this request; if 'tis too much, you can prevent 
a repetition of it by making no reply. 

With my affectiouate respects to Lady Cooper, and love to my former 
young friends, I am ever, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

B. F* 



Franklin, Deane, and Lee to Lord North.* 

Passy, December 32, 1777. 
My Lord : From motives of duty, and an earnest desire of mitigating 
the calamities of war, we proposed, near a year since, to the King of 
Great Britain's ambassador here, an exchange of prisoners in Europe. 
The answer we received must have been made known to your lordship, 
and the world will judge of its decency. It would have been honorable 
for that noble lord, and happy for thousands who have since suffered 
unnecessarily, if he had considered that moderation is a mark of wis- 
dom and humanity an ornament of the highest station. These are the 
sentiments at least which have governed the Congress and people of 
the United States. They have wished that this war, into which they 
entered with reluctance, might be distinguished by the humanity with 
which it was conducted, and that compassion might heal the wounds 



* See index, title Prisoners. f 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Corr., 461. 
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that were inflicted. The records of Congress, my lord, are filled with 
proofs of tender care and attention not only to the wants, hut to the 
comforts and accommodation, of their prisoners. 

We have wished in vain to find such instances in the acts of the Brit- 
ish Government; for, unhappily, all we have seen on this subject is the 
public declaration of the governor and general who was chosen to com- 
mence this war, that the American officer and soldier should be treated 
with equal indignity, and all devoted without distinction to the most 
ignominious fate, in terms too low for us to repeat. We have never 
heard of this proceeding having been censured by the government from 
which he derived his authority. Neither has the invitation to the In- 
dian savages, at a public treaty, to drink the blood and feast upon the 
bodies of those whom you called your subjects, been ever disavowed. 

It is a universal complaint that the practices of those in authority 
under you have been conformable to the principles of those public acts. 
Colonel Parker, a gentleman of rank, was thrown into a common jail, in 
Boston, covered over with wounds, where he perished uupitied for want 
of tlie common comforts which his situation and humanity required. 
Colonel Ethan Allen was dragged in chains from Canada to England, 
from England to Ireland, and from Ireland to Carolina, and from ther oe 
to New York, at a time when the officers taken from yon in the same 
expedition were treated not only with lenity, but with every possible in- 
dulgence. The barbarous treatment of Mr. Lovell, in Boston, has no 
parallel. Of the prisoners made in Fort Washington, two-thirds of 
them perished by the unexampled cruelty and rigors of their captivity. 
Eren in England, the severities which the American prisoners suffer 
are, according to the testimony of every one we have seen, of the most 
grievous kind. Stripes have been inflicted on some to make them 
commit the deepest of all crimes, that of fighting against the liberties 
of their country; and numbers are now groaning in bondage in Africa 
and India, to which they are compelled by menaces of an immediate 
and ignominious death, as contrary to every rule of war among civilized 
nations as to every dictate of humanity. 

It is with the greatest regret we mention these cruelties. For the 
honor of humanity we hope they will not be committed again. Your 
lordship must know that it is in the power of those we have the honor 
to represent to make ample retaliation upon the uumerous prisoners of 
all ranks in their possession ; and we warn and beseech you nob to ren- 
der it their indispensable duty. Upwards of five hundred British sea- 
men have been geuerously treated, set at liberty by our cruisers in those 
seas, and sent at the public expense to their country. We trust you 
will think yourselves bound to dismiss an equal number of seamen 
taken in the service of the United States. 

We also desire that a person appointed by us may have permission to 
furnish the citizens of the United States who are in your prisons with 
the necessaries they may want from time to timej and that a general 
29 WH— VOL II 
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cartel may be immediately settled, by which the unfortunate on both 
skies may be relieved as soou as possible from t he miseries of imprison- 
ment. 

We must beg a speedy answer, that we may transmit without delay 
the determination of your court to our constituents. 

"We have the honor to be, with the highest respect, my lord, your lord- 
ship's obedient servants, 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 
Arthur Lose. 



A. Lee to Shelbume." 

Paris, December 14, 1777. 

My Lord : I have tbe honor of inclosing to you a copy of a letter 
transmitted at the same time to the first lord of the treasury. The 
honor of the nation and the rights of humanity a re too much interested 
iu the object of it not to receive your lordship's advocation. 

The inclosed papers contain the principal transactions between the 
northern armies. The burning of defenseless towns and of every thing 
before him, as General Clinton has done, will probably draw upon him 
and his government the vengeance which such enormities deserve in 
spite of all the endeavors of Congress to prevent any hasty retalia- 
tion. The South Carolina Gazette mentions the arrival of an American 
captain, who had been taken by Captain Jar vis, and who mentions 
with the highest praise the generous and humane treatment he received 
from that officer. We have hail from other prisoners accounts equally 
to his honor, which 1 am sure will give your lordship pleasure. Cap- 
tain Jarvis may be assured that such conduct will com maud from ns 
the praise and esteem which are always due to a generous enemy. 

The necessity which has made us enemies for a time, and separated 
us forever from the same government, has not altered the esteem 1 felt 
for the good and wise iu England. Among those I hope your lordship 
and your friends will accept an assurance of my respect and friendship. 
I condole most sincerely with the family at Combwood for the misfor- 
tune at New York. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect and esteem, yonr 
lordship's humble servant and friend, 

Arthur Lee. 



*MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 463, with verbal changes. 
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Dumas to Committee of Foreign Affairs.* 

December 16, 1777. 
Gentlemen : I congratulate you ami the honorable Congress, and 
all United America, with all my heart. This news (Burgoyne's capt- 
ure) has made the greatest possible sensation in this country; a deep 
consternation among those who have all their interest in England; a 
marked joy among those who hate your enemies. My correspondent 
at Amsterdam writes thus : ' 

Many thanks for the prompt ail vice of the affair so glorious for our friends. Let- 
ters from England received here this morning confirm it entirely. All was in motion 
to-day in our caffa and on the exchange. The royalists here are entirely depressed, 
and even fear the like catastrophe for General Howe if he hazard himself further 
into the country. 

This news has made an astonishing impression everywhere; all is 
considered lost to the English. 

December 19. 

I have received advice from my correspondents, to whom I had for- 
warded packets according to your orders, by which they inform me, 
under date of 26th of September and 18th of October, of haviug re- 
ceived and forwarded my packets for yon. My correspondent at Am- 
sterdam who transmitted them to me has pointed me to the following 
passage : 

The an ti- Americans arc not yet recovered from their fright; they see the Ameri- 
cnua at present with a different eye, and desire strongly that the ministry may be 
changed, that by mild means we may ohtain peace as favorable as possible. 

Another writes from Rotterdam : 

I received on the 11th the account of the victory of General Gates. It was pulled 
out of my hands. I pray you, as soon as you receive advice that Howe has done as 
well as Burgoyne, to let me have the great pleasure of knowing it first, that I may 
regale many persons with the news. You cannot think what a hustle there is yet in 
all companies and cafes about this affair, anil how they fall on the English ministers. 

We have confirmation from Germany of the increasing obstructions 
which the levying of recruits against America meets with. 

I this moment learn that the States- General have dispatched mes- 
sengers of state extraordinary to all the provinces; and it can not be 
doubted that tho contents of their dispatches, which are kept secret, 
relate only to the catastrophe which the English have suffered in 
America, and to the cousequences which it is presumed it will have, as 
well on this side of the ocean as on the other. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Dumas. 



* 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 241. 
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Franklin, Deane, and Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs." 

Faris, December 18, 1777. 
Gentlemen: Since our last, of November 30 — a copy of which is here- 
with sent you— we received your dispatches of October (>, from York- 
town. They came to us by a packet from Boston, which brought the 
great news of Burgoyne's defeat aud surrender — news that apparently 
occasioned as much geueral joy iu France as if it had been a victory of 
their own troops over their own enemies — such is the universal, warm, 
and sincere good- will aud attachment to us and our cause in this 
nation. t 

We took the opportunity of pressing the ministry by a short me- 
morial to the conclusion of our proposed treaty, which had so long lain 
under their consideration aud been from time to time postponed, A 
meeting was had accordingly on Friday, the 12th instant, in which some 
difficulties were mentioned and removed; some explanations asked and 
given to satisfaction. As the concurrence of Spain is necessary, we 
were told that a courier should be dispatched the next clay to obtain it, 
which we are since assured was done ; and in three weeks from the 
time the answer is expected. 

On signifying to the ministry the importance it might be of at this 
juncture — when probably Britain would be making some propositions 
of accommodation— that the Congress should be informed explicitly 
what might be expected from France and Spain, M. Gerard, one of the 
secretaries, came yesterday to inform us, by order of the king, that 
after long and full consideration of our affairs and propositions in coun- 
cil it was decided, aud his majesty was determined, to acknowledge our 
independence, aud make a treaty with us of amity and commerce; that 
iu this treaty no advantage would be taken of our present situation to 
obtain terms from us which otherwise would not be convenient for ns 
to agree to; his majesty desiring that the treaty, once made, should ho 
durable, aud our amity subsist forever, which could not be expected if 
each nation did not find its interest in the continuance, as well as in the 
commencement of it. It was therefore his intention that the terms of 
the treaty should be such as we might be willing to agree to if our 
State had been long since established aud in the fullness of strength 
aud power, and such as we shall approve of when that time shall come; 
that Ids majesty was fixed in his determination not only to acknowledge, 
but to support our independence by every means in his power; that in 
doing this he might prohably soon be engaged in war, with all the ex- 
penses, risk, aud damage usually attending it, yet he should not expect 
any compensation from us on that account, nor pretend that he acted 
wholly for our sakes ; since, besides his real good will to us and our 
cause, it was manifestly the interest of France that the power of Eog- 



" MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coir., 259, with verbal changes, 
t See introduction, J J 44-i7, index, titles Frauce, Franklin, Vergenues, 
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land should be diminished by our separation from it. He should, 
moreover, not so much as insist that if he engaged in a war with Eng- 
laud on our account we should not make a separate peace; he would 
have us he at full liberty to make a peace for ourselves whenever good 
aud advantageous terms were offered to us. The only condition he 
should require and rely on would be this : that we, in no peace to bo 
made with England, should give up our independence aud return to 
the obedience of that "government; that as soon a.s the courier returned 
from Spain with the concurrence expected the affair would be pro- 
ceeded in and concluded ; and of this we might give the Congress the 
strongest assurances in our dispatches, only cautioning them to keep 
the whole for the present a dead secret, as Spain had three reasons for 
not immediately declaring: her money fleet not yet eome home, her 
Brazil army and fleet the same, and her peace with Portugal not yet 
quite completed ; but these obstacles would probably soon be removed. 

We answered, that in what had been communicated to us wo per- 
ceived and admired equally the king's magnanimity and his wisdom ; 
that he would find us faithful and firm allies, and we wished, with his 
majesty, that tho amity between the two nations might be eternal. 
And mentioning tbat republics were usually steady in their engage- 
ments — for instance, the Swiss cantons — the secretary remarked that 
France had been as steady with regard to them, two hundred years hav- 
ing passed since their first alliance for fifty years had commenced, 
which had been renewed from time to time ; and such had been her uni- 
form good faith toward them, that, as it appeared in the last renewal, 
the Protestant cantons were free from their ancient prejudices and sus- 
picions, and joined readily with the rest in the league, of which we here- 
with send you a copy.* 

It is some time since we obtained a promise of an additional aid of 
three millions of livres, which we shall receive in January. Spain, we 
are told, will give an equal sum : but finding it inconvenient to remit it 
here, she purposes sending it from the Havana, in specie, to the Con- 
gress. What we reeei ve here will help to get us out of debt. C or ves- 
sels, laden with supplies, have by various means been delayed, partic- 
ularly by fear of falling into the hands of the British cruising ships, 
who swarm in the bay and channel. At length it is resolved that they 
shall sail together, as they are all provided for defense ; and wo have 
obtained a king's ship to convoy them out of the channel, and we hope 
quite to America. They will carry, we think, to the amount of seventy 
thousand pounds sterling, and sail in a few days. 

Also, in consideration of the late frequent losses of our dispatches, 
aud the importance of the present, we have applied for, and obtained, 
a frigate to carry them. 

These extraordinary favors — of a nature provoking to Great Britain — 



* Tbia is not in the department papers 
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are marks of tlie sincerity of this court, and seem to demand the 
thanks of the Congress. We have accepted five bills drawn on us by 
the President iu favor of some returned officers, and shall pay them 
punctually. But as we receive 110 remittances for our support, ami the 
cargo in the Awphitrite is claimed from us by M. Beaumarehais, and we 
are not certain that we can keep it, we hope Congress will be sparing 
in their drafts, except for the interest mentioned in our former letters, of 
which we now repeat the assurances of payment ; otherwise we may 
be much embarrassed and our situation rendered very uncomfortable. 

It is said the French ambassador at Loudon has desired to be re- 
called, being affronted there, where the late news from America has 
created a violent ferment. There is also a talk here of Lord Storm out's 
recall, The stocks in England fall fast ; and on both sides there is 
every appearance of an approaching war. Being informed by the con- 
curring reports of many who had escaped that our people, prisoners 
in England, are treated with great inhumanity, we hare written a let- 
ter of expostulation on that subject to Lord North, which is sent over 
by a person express, whom we have instructed to visit the prisons 
{and, under the directions of Mr. Hartley,) to relieve as much as 
may be the most necessitous. We shall hereafter acquaint you with 
the result. 

The expenses we are put to by those who get to us are very consider- 
able. The supplies now going out from hence, and what we have sent 
and are sending from Spain, though far short of your orders (which 
we have executed as far as we are able), will, we hope, with private 
adventures encouraged by us and others, put you into pretty good cir- 
cumstances as to clothing, arms, etc, if they arrive, and we shall con- 
tinue to send as ability and opportunity may permit. 

Please to present our duty to the Congress, and believe us, with 
sincere esteem, etc., B. Franklin. 

Silas Deine. 
Arthur Lee. 



W. Lee to Thompson.* 

Paris, December 18, 1777. 
Sir : Inclosed is a copy of what I did myself the honor of writing to 
you per the Independence, Captain Young. Be pleased to inform the 
honorable Congress that since upon application being made to his 
Prussian Majesty he has prevented the Desse and Hanau recruits, for 
re-enforcing the British army in America, from passing through his 
territories ou the liUine, which has kept those troops still in Germany, 
which otherwise would, by this time, have been on their voyage to 
America ; and it is now doubtful whether they will ever be permitted 

" MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coir., GH'i, with omissions and verbal 
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to go. Our friends at court here are of opinion it will be better for me 
to visit the court of Vienna first, as it may be of use to strengthen 
and unite ail the brandies of the family compact in the measures they 
have determined to take here in our favor ; therefore, as soon as the 
ceremouy (which is a pretty essential one) of signing and sealing lias 
taken place, I shall set out for Vienna, as it is thought most advisable 
to wait till something decisive is absolutely concluded with the court 
of Versailles, because on that must be grounded nay operations at 
Vienna and Berlin, 

With respect to the latter, trade must be the principal object, though 
his friendship will be of use to keep Russia quiet, and to prevent Great 
Britain from getting any material aid from that quarter in case of a 
European war, while she is mad enough to continue *tbe war with 
America. Nothing material relative to commerce can be effected in the 
north till late in the spring, because their ports are all frozen up during 
the winter. Uis Prussian Majesty seems well disposed to our cause, 
and I trust will give us every encouragement in time that wo can wish; 
but in a country where there is very little foreign commerce, it must be 
raised gradually and by experimental conviction of its benefits.* To 
me it seems evident that the commerce between America ami the 
Prussian dominions must bo considerable, because the natural produc- 
tions of the first will come to as good a market in the latter as almost 
any part of Europe; [and a great many oi the manufactures and pro- 
ductions of It the latter are what wo have been heretofore obliged to get 
from England. t. I shall omit no safe opportunity of informing Oou 
gress of my proceedings ; aud with due consideration aud regard, 
I am, sir, etc., 

William Lee, 



Izard to Committee of Foreign Affairs^ 

Paris, December 18, 1777. 
G-entlemeN: Since my letter of the 6th of October I have culti- 
vated an intimacy with the Tuscan minister resident at this court. 
He is a man of honor, of considerable abilities, and extremely friendly 
to our country. I proposed to him that I should immediately set oat 
for Italy, aud desired his opinion and advice. He dissuaded mo from 
executing my intentions for the present, assured me of the good dispo- 
sition of the grand duke towards us, and promised me to use bis utmost 
endeavors to promote our interest with him. He thought that my 

" See, as to tlio reception of W. Lea in Berlin, Sehnlenburg to A. Lee, Nov. $8. 1777 ; 
introduction, 44 19, 178. 
t Passage in brackets omitted ia Sparks' ed. 

t That this view of the position of Prussia was founded on an entire illusion, see 
introduction, 4 90, 
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presence at this time might produce some embarrassment at bis court, 
winch would not long be the case.* He is since goue to Florence, ami 
I am convinced that no services that he can render the States will be 
withheld. 

This gentleman is a great favorite, and I am well assured is more 
in the confidence Ot the grand duke than any of his ministers. I 
flatter myself, therefore, that I have acted according to the wishes of 
Congress in conforming to his advice. I have repeatedly pressed him 
on the subject of the German troops, recommended to me by Congress, 
and he has done everything I could wish him to do. I have the satis- 
faction to learn that the King of Prussia has refused to let a body of 
Germans, intended for America, pass through his dominions, and it is 
said that he was induced to take this step at the desire of the emperor. 
I expect letters very soon from Florence, which will regulate my con- 
duct. Everything in my power has been done to execute the trust 
that has been reposed in me by Congress ; and it will make me extremely 
happy, whenever an opportunity offers, of rendering any service to my 
country. 

The irresolute and indecisive state ot the politics at the court of 
France, has for some time kept all Europe in suspense. The late suc- 
cess of our arms against General Burgoyne has given a fortunate turn 
to our affairs in this kingdom, and the conduct of the French ministry^ 
has confirmed me in an opinion I have long had, that the establishment 
of our liberties must depend upon our own exertions. One successful 
battle will gain us more friends, and do our business more effectually, 
than all the skill of the ablest negotiators. I repeat my request, that 
I may bo furnished from time to time with the proceedings and resolu- 
tions of Congress, and likewise with the state of affairs in America, 
which will bo highly useful to me. 
I am, etc., 

Ralph Izard. 



Sdmlenburg to Lee. 

[Translation.*] 

Berlin, December 18, 1777. 
Sir : A few days after the departure of my last, of the 13th instant, 
in which I requested you to give me authentic intelligence concerning 
the progress of General Howe, of which the English ambassador had 

* Izard must have mistaken expressions of friendliness from Niceoli for political 
predictions. Nothing could have been more unlikely tbn.ii that Tuscany, under an ab- 
solutist prince, ami under peeuliardread of England, should receivean American envoy 
during the war; aud, even if she had, ber iusolveuey would have prevented a, loan. 
(See introduction, §D7o.) Oneof the saddest incidents in our Revolution is that Con- 
gress should have been induced to keep at Paris (for he never went further) a min- 
ister at a lirst-class salary to a court where his reception ww out of the range of 
political probability. 

i I Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., <1G4. 
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received an account, I learned by the letter you did me the honor to 
write on the 4th of this month that these advantages, far from being so 
considerable as they were thought to be, are more than balanced by the 
surrender of General Burgoyne, and by the liberty which the troops 
under Arnold will have of acting where they shall be most wanting, 
which may very much harass General Howe. 

I am much pleased, sir, with these favorable events, and as from the 
situation in which affairs were when your dispatches were sent, other 
events of consequence are to be expected before the end of the cam- 
paign, or even diiring the winter, I hope you will continue to communi- 
cate, without delay, all the authentic advices you may receive. 

The Mug, who always graciously receives the news you send me, 
and expresses his satisfaction when it is in yonr favor, has seen the pas- 
sage of your brother's letter, and I can assure you, sir, that his majesty 
will not be the last power to acknowledge your independency ; but you 
must feel yourself that it is not natural that he should be the first, and 
that France, whose commercial and political interests are more immedi- 
ately connected with yours, should set the example. 

I have the honor to be, with distinguished consideration, sir, your 
very humble servant, 

Baron de Schulenburg.* 



franklin to Lovell.t 

Paris, December 21, 1777. 

Sir : I see in a vote of Congress, shown me by Captain Franval, that 
Dr. Deane is disowned in some of his agreements with officers.! I» w bo 
am upon the spot and know the infinite difficulty of resistiug the pow- 
erful solicitations of great men, who, if disobliged, might have it in 
their power to obstruct the supplies he was then obtaining, do not won- 
der that, being then a stranger to the people and unacquainted with 
the language, he was at first prevailed on to make some such agree- 
ments, when all were recommended, as they always are, as officiers cxpe- 
rimentes, braves comme leurs epees, pleins de courage, des talents, et de zdle, 
pour notre came, etc., etc.; in short, mere Ca;sars, each of whom would 
have beeu an invaluable acquisition to America. You can have no con- 
ception how we are still besieged and worried on this head, our time 
cut to pieces by personal applications, besides those contained in doz- 
ens of letters by every post, which are so generally refused that scarce 
one in a hundred obtains from us a simple recommendation to civilities. 

I hope, therefore, that favorable allowance will be made to my worthy 
colleague on account of his situation at the time, as he has long since 

* See Intioductiou, } 90. 
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corrected that mistake ami daily approves himself, to my certain knowl- 
edge, an able, faithful, active, and extremely useful servant of the pub- 
lic; a testimony I think it my duty to take this occasion of giving to 
his merit unasked, as, considering my great age, I may probably not 
live to give it personally in Congress, and I perceive he has enemies. 

You will see the general news in the papers iu particular. I can only 
say at present that our affairs go well here, and that 1 am, with much 
respect, sir, etc., 

B. Franklin.* 



Adams to Laurens, President of Congress, t 

Braintree, December 23, 1777. 

Sir: Having been absent on a journey I had not the honor of receiv- 
ing your letters until yesterday, wheu one of the 28th of November, in- 
closing a resolution of Congress of the same day and another of the 3d 
of December, inclosing a commission for Dr. Franklin, Dr. Lee, and 
myself to represent the United States at the court of France, were de- 
livered to me iu Boston. 

As 1 am deeply penetrated with a sense of the high honor which has 
been done me in this appointment, I can not but wish I were better 
qualified for the importaut trust ; but as Congress are perfectly ac- 
quainted with all uiy deficiencies, I conclude it is their determination to 
make the necessary allowances, iu the humble hope of which I shall 
submit my own judgment to theirs, and devote all the faculties I have, 
and all that 1 can acquire, to their service. 

You will be pleased to accept of my sincere thanks for the polite man- 
ner in which you have communicated to me the commands of Congress, 
aud believe me to be, with the most perfect respect and esteem, etc., 

John Adams. 



Schulenburg to A. Lee, 

[Tranakitiou.t] 

Berlin, December 23, 1777. 
Sir : I received the letter which you did me the honor to write to me 
the 11th of this mouth, and 1 give you many thanks for the detail of 
operations iu the uorth of America which you were so kind as to add. 
I will not fail to acquaint Mr. William Lee, as soon as the king shall 
judge that his arrival at Berlin can be of mutual utility ; and I assure 

* Sho in/ra, Franklin to tiie President of Congress, March [11, 1778. 
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yon, sir, that the information which you have had, that his majesty has 
refused a passage to the auxiliary troops of Germany destined for 
America, is strictly true. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

BARON DE SCHULENBUEG. 



Franklin, Deane, and Lee to Messrs. Berard Fretes.* 

Passy, December 24, 1777. 
Gentlemen: Mr. de Beaumarebais having satisfied us that lit; hail a 
prior claim upon the cargo of the Amphitrite, according to an agree- 
ment between biin and Mr. Deane, we desire you to deliver the cargo 
or the produce into his kauris, or into those of his agents, at his dispo- 
sition, with any deduction for the advances yon may have made on 
account of the frigates. 
We are, 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 
Arthur Lee.I 



Adams to Committee of Foreign Affairs, t 

f Shaintkee, December 24, 1 777. 
Gentlemen: Having been absent from this State, I had not the 
honor of your favor of December ft until the 22d, when it was deliv- 
ered to me, with its iuclosures, viz : a letter from the President to the 
navy board at Boston, and a private letter of December 8, from Mr. 
Lovell. At the same time I received a packet directed to Benjamin 
Franklin, Arthur Lee, and John Adams, commissioners of the United 
States of America in Frauce, under seal. I also received a packet tin- 
sealed, containing — 

(1) Copy of a letter dated the 2d of December from the committee 
of foreign affairs to the commissioners. 

(2) A duplicate of a commission of the 27th of November, to the 
commissioners. 

(ft) A duplicate of a resolve of December 3, duplicates of resolves of 
November 20 and 21, and duplicates of resolves of November 10 and 22. 
(4) Two letters unsealed, to Silas Deane, Paris. 

(0) Two printed handbills, one containing messages, etc., between 
the Generals Bnrgoyne and Gates ; the other a copy of a letter, etc., 
from Mr. Strickland. The packet under seal I shall do myself the 

* Nil, S!a0, Twentieth Congrrss, lirst session, vol. 3, p. 44. 
t Si-is inline, Reaumarcliais, 
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honor to forward by tlie first conveyance, and the other shall bo con- 
veyed, God willing, with my own band. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest esteem, etc., 

John Adams. 



H. M orris to H. Laurens.* 

December 26, 1777. 
[In this letter only such parts are given as relate to Thomas Morris's 
relations to the American ministers in France.] 
Mr. Thomas Morris and myself are descended from a father whose 
virtue and whose memory I have ever revered with the most filial piety. 
Our mothers were not the same, and this youth was born after our 
father's decease, without auy sufficient provision made for his mainte- 
nance. The tender regard I bore to the parent I determined when very 
young to extend to his offspring, and no sooner had I fixed myself in 
the world than I took charge of this brother. I gave him the best 
education that could be obtained in Philadelphia, and took as much care 
of his morals as my time and capacity enabled. When he was arrived 
at a proper age I took him into my couutiug-house to instruct him in 
the profession from which he was to draw his future support. In this 
situation iie remained about three years, during which time he dis- 
covered on all occasions a good understanding, sound judgment, and 
clear head, with remarkable facility in dispatching business. His be- 
havior was then modest and innocent, his heart pure, and he possessed 
a mind strongly actuated by principles of honor; at least these were 
the Opinions I had formed and such was the character he bore amongst 
his own acquaintance; from hence I formed the most pleasing expecta- 
tion, and saw but one source from whence any reverse could spr ng. 
This was a fondness he early discovered ot being the head of his com- 
pany, a disposition more dangerous to youth thau any other, and which 
in fact has been his ruin. This it was that first led him to seek im- 
proper company, who, readily granting him the pre eminence lie de- 
lighted in, soon carried him into the practice of their follies and vices. 
When I discovered this to be the case, and found that advice had not 
its proper weight, and thinking frequent exercise of authority might be 
dangerous, I fell on the expedient of sending him to Spain (in order to 
break off his connection with worthless companions), and there placed 
him in an eminent counting-house, where he gained much knowledge 
and experience, and where he acquired the French and Spanish lan- 
guages so as to write and speak both with great fluency. At a proper 
season I recalled him to America, and took him a partner in our house, 
promising myself assistance and relief from his abilities and expected 
assiduity, and for some time had great satisfaction in him; but un- 
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fortunately his former associates fouud hint out and again led liitn 
astray. 

At this period the commercial business of America was interrupted 
by certain resolutions of Congress, and, fearing that, idle time and these 
associates would bring him to ruin, I determined ou sending him to 
Europe well recommended, with money in his pocket, in hopes to open 
his mind, extend his ideas, and give him a habit of keeping and seeking 
good company. He traveled through Spain, Italy, and into France 
with reputation kept by means of introductions. I procured for htm 
the best company in every place he went to, and 1 had the pleasure to 
receive many letters from my friends as well as from himself in the most 
sat isfactory style. These letters, his assurances, and those from some 
friends on his behalf, regained my confidence, and I judged he had now 
arrived at the period of proper reflection ; for such usually happens to 
young people who have been too volatile in the first stages of manhood. 
Afc this period it happened that a commercial agent became necessary 
to have a general sup erin tendency of the public business in Europe. 
My brother was then iu Frauce (as I thought), possessed of my good 
opiuion ; aud, reflecting that he was qualified for that agency by his 
education in two counting-houses, where he had seen and executed 
much business by his perfect knowledge of the languages and by his 
being connected with some of the best mercantile houses in Europe 
and known to many more, I was prompted to offer his services to the 
committee, firmly believing he would be extremely useful, and do honor 
to himself and me. Here I must observe that no part of bis conduct 
had ever given me the least cause to suspect any want of integrity or 
breach of honor. Therefore, the only doubts I did or could entertain 
were, whether he would bestow that attention that he ought to this busi- 
ness ; and for this I depended on the assurances he had given in his 
letters of a faithful execution of any commands I might lay on him. The 
committee, of which Dr. Franklin was then a member, was pleased to 
accept the offer, aud ou the doctor's goiug to France he promised me 
to become a friend and adviser to my brother if he fouud it necessary. 
Mr. Deaue had promised this before his departure, aud to make me 
acquainted with his conduct. I reposed myself in confidence that he 
could not do any harm (as I should soon hear how he managed aud 
could act accordingly), and he might do much good. At the same time 
that I cecommended him to the agency, I intrusted him to collect the 
debts due to our house in Europe, aud pay the balances we might owe 
there j and since then have continued to employ him iu the management 
of our own business. * f * * 

It happened very unfortunately that, about the time Thomas Morris 
was appointed iu America to this agency, he had gone from Frauce to 
Loudon, where, totally unable to withstand the tempting scenes of 
pleasure that sink of iniquity affords, he gave iu to the pursuit with an 
eagerness (as I am now informed) that debauched his mind and laid 
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the foundation for all that has si nee happened. He was hi London at 
the time his letters of appointment arrived at Paris. Mr. Deane sent 
fur him. He came and promised a faithful attention to business. He 
repaired to Nantes, and finding Mr. Penet had been intrusted with a 
contract for public business, part of which had been executed, lie read- 
ily fell into the proposals made by that house and became a party in it, 
but on what terms I do not know ; consequently he put the public busi- 
ness into their hands (which was not inconsistent with the instructions 
under which he acted). Whilst things were in this train in France I 
received a letter from the gentleman in Cadiz with whom my brother 
had lived, a worthy man, who bad great regard for him and wished to 
promote his welfare. He gave me reason to suppose his conduct in 
London had been out of character, and this gave the first alarm to my 
fears; in consequence of which I wrote letters on the 31st of January 
last to Mr. Deane, to Mr. Ross, and to Mr. Thomas Morris, informing 
them of this intelligence, and pressing their immediate care of and 
attention to the public business, should he neglect it. 1 requested my 
friend Ross to visit France on purpose to watch and inform me trul3' 
what was his conduct, and insisted to my brother that if he had been 
guilty of any neglect of duty or misconduct in discharge of his public 
trust, that he shoidd resign it into the hands of Mr. Deane or Mr. Eoss, 
empowering them regularly to act for him until new arrangements 
were made. This done, I waited impatiently for the event. * * * 
By the return of one of our ships came letters from the commissioners, 
saying, to the best of my remembrance, " that Mr. Thomas Morris 
must be itu mediately displaced from his agency," and another quoting 
the paragraph of Dr. Lee's letter from Bordeaux. Having no private 
letter then from Mr. Deane on this subject, 1 was astonished at the 
style of these to Congress; for, supposing my brother guilty of some 
inattention, which was the most I did suppose, I could not think it 
right to blast entirely a young man's reputation, that was just setting 
out in the world, merely because he was fond of pleasure; and as the 
letters he had written respecting the business under his care were full 
and clear, they were produced to Congress in his justification and to pre- 
vent any hasty measures. I then related to Congress the substance of 
what 1 have now written, but not so fully ; and many members, as well 
as myself, were surprised at the a flair as it then stood. In consequence 
of what the commissioners had wrote, 1 referred myself to Mr. Thomas 
Morris's private letters more particularly. 1 found there was no good 
understanding between Mr. Deane aud him (but of Dr. Franklin he 
wrote respectfully), and he intimated that Mr* Deane was privately his 
enemy. Not trusting, however, to his letter, I applied to several per- 
sons that came from Nantes, who assured me that there was nothing 
amiss in his conduct that they knew or heard of; but more particularly 
one person, who had transacted business with him. This gentleman as- 
sured me over and over that he lived two months in the house with my 
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brother; that he saw hini assiduous, attentive, aud industrious; that 
if it had not been for him the business of those snips would not have 
been done in any reasonable time, and that I might depend my brother 
would give entire satisfaction ; at least he was fully persuaded of this, 
lie said he knew well there were persons in Franco that envied his 
appointment, and would leave nothing undone to have him displaced, 
nnd particularly mentioned Mr. Williams, who he heard was nephew to 
one, and commied in trade with another of the commissioners, as the 
person intended to supply his place.* 

* "Acting upon these impressions, Mr. Moms wrote angrily to Mr. Deane: 'I think 
those public letters,' he said, 1 woro cruel to my brother aud extremely unfriendly to 
myself. I shall inform him of them, and if he has spirit to resent them, I hope he 
will alHO have judgment to do it properly.' The letter from wliieh those words are 
taken ho inclosed open to his brother, asking him to read it before sending it to Mr. 
Deane. He accompanied it, however, with a few sentences of caution to himself: 
'As to what I have said about yonr resenting their letters, I thiuk you had best uot 
think of anything of that kiud, lost your past behavior will not support you in doing 
it; and the best satisfaction you can have will be by holding your post under such 
good conduct as will deter them from attacking you again.' 

" Upon receiving this packet the drunken wretch resolved to convey the letter to 
Paris himself, aud 'resent' the couduct of the envoys in their very presence. Mr. 
Deane related to Mr. Robert Morris what occurred in consequence of this doughty 
resolution : ' Mr. Morris, September 27, called on me, aud said bo had a leLter from 
yon, which, though directed to me, respected the commissioners, and therefore he 
chose to deliver it in the presence of Dr. Franklin. 1 thereupon conducted him to 
the doctors apartments, and he delivered the letter to him. It was open, very much 
worn and dirty, and tho cover in which it was wrapped, without lining sralnd, was 
superscribed in the haudwritiug of Mr. T. Morris. After Dr, Franklin had read the 
letter, Mr. T. Morris told us we bad written to Congress more than was true respect- 
ing bis conduct, that the Congress were of this opinion, and that he should hereafter 
despise us and treat us with the greatest contempt, adding other insulting expres- 
sions, uot uecesBary to be repeated ; to all which my venerable colleague made this 
Teply : 'It gives in e pleasure to be respected by men who are themselves respectable, 
but 1 am indifferent to the sentiments of those of a different character, and I only 
wish that your future conduct may be such as to entitle you to the approbation of 
your honorable constitueuis,' On parting Mr, T. Morris told us ho had shown the 
letter to all whom he thought his friends, and having copied it, he should continue 
to show it iu the same manner. How public it may soon be made by him, or those 
he communicated it to, I know not; but I am apprehensive that many, who are 
neither friends to htm nor to America, have already seeu it, aud that this indiscreet 
exposure of it may give our enemies an opportunity of using it to strengthen their 
accounts of our internal divisions aud animosities. I must also inform you that Mr. 
Penet, preteuding to have received intelligence from you of what I wrote to Con- 
gress concerning him, has had the assurance to send me open, by Mr. T. Morris, an 
insulting and menacing letter, which had also been shown iu the same manner." 
(Deane papers, 121 ; quoted iu 2 Parton's Fraukliu, 263.) 
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De Kalb to John Adams.* 

At Valley Forge Camp, December 27, 1777. 
Sir ! As you are going to France in a public character from the 
United States, will you give me leave to present you a letter of intro- 
duction for M. le Comte de Broglie, one for M. Moreau, the first secre- 
tary to Count de Vergennes, minister of state for foreign affairs, and 
two for my lady, who will be glad to see you, and to get news from me 
by your means I 

I wish you a good passage, a safe arrival, health and success in all 
your enterprises, no one being with more regard and esteem, sir, your 
most obedient and very humble servant, 

Baron de Kalb.I 



W. Lee to Charles Thomson. t 

Paris, January 2, 1778. 

Sir : 1 bad the honor of writing to you by the Independence, Captain 
Young, a copy of which went since. 

It is with infinite pleasure that I congratulate Congress and America 
on the favorable cbauge in our affairs in Europe since advice was re- 
ceived of tin' noble and spirited exertions of the northern army and mili- 
tia in making General Burgoyne and his army prisoners. The purport 
of the last and present dispatches from the commissioners at the court 
of Versailles will show how pleasing the prospect before us is in this coun- 
try at the present moment, which I hope will ripen into pleasant fruit. 

I must beg you to lay before Congress that, though we had received 
repeated (insurances from the King of Prussia of his good wishes for our 
success, and indeed bad experienced his operations in our favor by bis 
forbidding his officers to permit the Hesse and Hanau recruits for the 
British army in America to pass down the Shine, yet, since the late ad- 
vices, his prime minister writes more decidedly than before, for he says: 
" 1 can assure you, sir, his majesty will not be the last power to acknowb 
edge the iudepeudeuce of the Americans, but you must be sensible it 
is not natural for him to begin it ; and that at least France, whose po- 
litical and commercial interests are more immediately connected with 
yours, should set the example.'' 

From this 1 conclude that as soon as France has entered into a treaty 
with you, the Kiug of Prussia will not hesitate to do the same. This 
shows that my former opinion was well founded when I observed to you 
that it was probable most if uot all the European powers would follow 
the example of France and Spain in acknowledging the independence 
of America. I have so far been able to prevail with the emperor, by ne- 
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gotiationa with his minister, as to get Lis imperial highness to discoun- 
tenance the practice of the German princes hiring their troops to Great 
Britain for tbepurposesof the American war. I have been waiting some 
time for the conclusion of certain affairs here, on which I presume the 
commissioners at this conrt will write fully. When they are clearly 
decided, signed, and sealed, I shall then immediately set out for Vienna, 
where it is thought my first visit will be most proper and beneficial, and 
then I shall proceed to Prussia, where I can venture to assure Congress 
that American merchant ships will be now freely admitted to commerce. 

Embdeti is a convenient port where many American articles will come 
to a tine market, such as tobacco, furs, rice, and indigo of that quality 
which is most like the St. Domiugo kind. The returns in woolens, lin- 
ens, naval stores, arms, and ammunition will be greatly beneficial to 
America. I shall, by all safe opportunities, regularly inform Congress 
of my proceedings, continuing to address my letters to you until I have 
other directions, having not received any instructions on that bead as 
yet. It will certainly be of great use to keep me regularly advised, and 
as early as possible, of all the material occurrences in America. I can 
not omit to mention it as my opinion that, let the eveuts in Europe be 
what they will, you ought to prepare for another vigorous campaign, in 
which, if Great Britain is foiled, you may assuredly compute on the 
war being at an end. 

I have the pleasure to inform Congress that from the best intelli- 
gence, I learn that Great Britain has hitherto been very unsuccessful 
in her attempts to hire fresh Cenuan troops for the American war, but 
the diligence of the British ministry is greatly increased in endeavor- 
ing, by every artifice and allurement, to raise men in England, Scot- 
land, and among the Roman Catholics in Ireland. I am inclined to 
think that even there they will find themselves a good deal disap- 
pointed ; but a few weeks will show their chance of success with more 
certainty; but at all events, the troops they raise will be raw men, and 
not able to encounter your veterans, aided by a well-disciplined and 
spirited militia. The plan of the next campaign is, I believe, as yet to 
be settled ; the earliest information I can get on that head, which is to 
be depended on, shall be immediately transmitted to Congress. 
I am, with all due regard, etc., 

William Lee. 



A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs. * 

Pabis, January 5, 1778. 
Gentlemen : My dispatches by Captain Young, and since by Mr. 
Deane, jr., will have informed you of whatever has happened wort hy 
of your attention in the departments of Spain and Prussia. The latter 
is now resigned to the care of the commissioner appointed to it, who 
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will inform Congress (as lie is instructed) of the assurance from Baron 
de Scbuleubnrg, secretary of state to the King of Prussia, that his 
master will not be the hist to acknowledge your independency. This 
may show you the favorable disposition of that monarch, who 1 believe 
waits only for the example of this court. That example, I trust, will 
not be long delayed. 

I have received a complaint from St. Sebastian of the imprisonment 
of the sailors who carried in a prize made by an American privateer, 
and the seizure of the prize. This passed previous to the news of Btir- 
goyuc's surrender and General Washington's having given battle to 
the British army. As this news has made a strong sensation in our 
favor, I am iu hopes the representations I have made will not only 
relieve them, but prevent any violence of this kind in future. 

It would seem that the court of Spain will notenter into any negotia- 
tion till we have concluded the business here. But I shall hold myself 
ready to execute that duty in obedience to the commands of Congress 
the moment it is permitted. I expect every day to hear that the blank- 
ets and stockings ordered from Bilboa are shipped. 

I have this moment received the letter, of which I inclose an extract.* 
It proves the sincerity of those professions I had the honor of receiv- 
ing from his Prussian Majesty, and as he is iu great esteem with the 
Empress of Russia, I think we may be satisfied that he will use all bis 
influence to prevent our enemies from succeeding iu their solicitations 
with her. 

There appears no reason to alter my opinion of the malignant obsti- 
nacy with which our enemies are determined to pursue the war. Their 
ill success has produced a disinclination iu the public to persevere, 
which gives them some alarm. I have secret and sure information that, 
iu order to overcome this reluctance by the hope of a speedy end to 
the war, they mean very soon to lay before Parliament a plan of accom- 
modation. Under the delusion of this hope they expect to pass easily 
over the inquiry into the state of the nation, and to have its force con- 
tinued another year under their direction. 

Mr. Stevenson, who will have the honor of delivering you this, was a 
mercbaut iu Bristol, whom X have long known to be zealously attached 
to the cause of his country. 

The British court are greatly alarmed about Canada, for tbe defense 
of which they are informed eight thousand men, at least, are necessary. 
I hardly think it will be possible for them to procure anything like that 
number. The refusal of a passage by tbe King of Prussia will embar- 
rass and impede their German supplies as stipulated, and I have good 
intelligence that it was done with the approbation of the emperor, and 
that he will use his influence to prevent any future supplies. 

1 beg the favor of having my duty and respects recommended to 
Congress, and have the honor to be, etc., 

ARTHUR Lee. 

" Erotu Baton (Ik Sehiilenburg. 
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Louis XVI to Charles III. 

[Translation.*;] 

January 8, 1778. 
Sir, My Brother and Uncle: The sincere desire which I feel of 
maintaining the true harmony ami unity of our system of alliance, 
which must always have an imposing character for our enemies, induces 
uie to state to your majesty my way of thinking on the present state 
of affairs. England, our common and inveterate enemy, has been en- 
gaged for three years ill a war with her American Colonies. We had 
agreed not to meddle with it, and viewing both sides as English, we 
made our trade free to the one that found most advantage in a commer- 
cial intercourse. In this manner America provided herself with arms 
and ammunition, of which she was destitute. I do not speak of the 
succors of money and other kinds which we have giveu her, the whole, 
ostensibly, on the score of trade. England has taken umbrage at these 
succors, and has uot concealed from us that she would be revenged 
sooner or later. She has already, indeed, seized several of our merchant 
vessels, and refused restitution. We have lost no time ou our part. 
"We have fortified our most exposed colonies and placed our fleets upon 
a respectable footing, which has contributed to aggravate the ill humor 
of England. 

Such was the posture of affairs in November last. The destruction 
of the army of Burgoyne and the straitened condition of Howe have 
totally changed the face of things. America is triumphant, and Eng- 
land cast down ; but the latter has still a great unbroken maritime 
force, and the hope of forming a beneficial alliance with her Colonies, 
the impossibility of their being subdued by arms being now demon- 
strated. All the English parties agree on this poiut. Lord North has 
himself announced, in full Parliament, a plan of pacification for the 
first session, and all sides are assiduously employed upon it. Thus it 
is the same to us whether this minister, or any other, be in power. 
From different motives they join against us, and do not forget our bad 
offices (mauvaixe offices). They will fall upon us in as great strength as 
if the war bad not existed. This being understood, and our grievances 
against. England notorious, I have thought, after taking the advice of 
my council, and particularly that of M. d'Ossuua, and having consulted 
upon the propositions which the insurgents make, that it was just and 
necessary to begin to treat with them, to prevent their reunion with 
the mother country. 

I lay before your majesty my views of the subject. I have ordered 
a memoir to be submitted to you, in which they are presented in more 

* 7 Flassao, Dip- Finu^aia, 177; Rep. No. 220, Twentieth Cong., Evst sews., vol. 3, 
p. 45. 



468 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



detail. I desire eagerly tliat tliey should meet your ap probation, know- 
ing tbe weight of your probity. 

Your ma jesty will not doubt the lively and sincere friendship with 
which 1 am, etc. 



La Fayette to John Adams.* 

Headquarters, January 9, 1778. 

Sir: As General Knox will have the pleasure to see yon before your 
going to France, I take the liberty of intrusting him with the inclosed 
letter for you, which you wilt find very importune,! but I hope you will 
excuse, on account of my being very desirous to let my friends hear from 
me by every opportunity. Such a distance, so many enemies are be- 
tween me and every relation, every acquaintance of mine, tbat I will 
not reproach myself witb any neglect in my entertaining with them the 
best correspondence I can. However, to avoid troubling you with too 
large a parcel of letters, I will send my dispatches by two ways, as one 
Other occasion is ottered to me in this very moment. I must beg your 
pardon, sir, for making myself five enough to recommend you to some 
friends of mine in France; but as I do not believe you have many 
acquaintances in tbat country, I thought it would not be disagreeable 
to you if I would desire Madame de la Fayette and the Prince <le 1'uix, 
to whom I write, to introduce you to some of my other friends. Before 
indulging myself in that liberty, I asked the General Knox's opinion, 
who told mo that he did not find anything amiss in it, although I had 
not the honor of your particular acquaintance. 

I told General Knox some particular advices which 1 bciieved not to 
be disagreeable to you. I hope you will hear good uews from here, and 
send very good ones from there. Such is the desire of a frieud to your 
country and tbe noble cause we are fighting for. I wish yon a pleasant 
and safe voyage, and with tbe highest esteem and greatest affection 
for a man to whom the hearts of every lover of liberty will be indebted 
forever, I have the bouor to be, sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

The Marquis de la Fayette. 



Witherspoon and Lovell, Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners 

at Paris, | 

York, January 12, 1778. 
Gentlemen: Not having received any letters from you since the 
26th of May, we were severely chagrined yesterday, upon the arrival 
of Captain John Folger, who, under the name of dispatches from the 

* 7 J. Adams' Works, 10. 

t Various! French idioms will b« mHicwJ wbicti it has not been thought i u ctsary to 
correct where the grammar is preserved. — Aim MS. 
tMS8. Dep. of State: 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Coir., 262, with verbal changes. 
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commissioners at Paris, delivered only an iuclosure of clean white 
paper, with some familiar letters, none of whicL contained any political 
intelligence. You will see, by the within examination of Folger, that 
he was by no means a discreet person, tit to have the charge of what 
you trusted to him ; but we can uot yet prove that he was willfully con- 
nected with the robbers of the packet. The paper referred to by the 
letter A, iu the examination, was a plain cover to plain paper, which 
had been put in the place of an iuclosure, probably very interesting, 
sent with the public ledgers to R. H. Lee. 

We shall endeavor to rind whether the roguery was committed after 
Folger left France; but we must depend upon you to trace the circum- 
stances from the time of your sealing till that of his embarking. 

Congress have sent to General Caswell, governor of North Carolina, 
to explain the part he is said to have taken in the affair, and to exam- 
ine the ship captain and the two passengers. Should the governor 
confirm Folger's narrative, so as to make his veracity less problemat- 
ical than at present, his confinement may be rendered easier to him, 
bnt he must not be quite discharged till wo hear from you. There 
ought to be the greatest caution used with regard to the characters of 
all those persons who are confidentially employed by you. The con- 
nection which Folger has had since he. left America with persons iu 
England and on the voyage to Falkland's Isles can uot be thought 
favorable to our interest, if his own family and native place are so. 
We shall only addon this subject, that Folger, upon recollection, 
asserts tbat the largest packet delivered to him at Havre de Grace 
was directed, "Dispatches for Captain Folger," and he laments that 
he did not himself open it before he sailed. If this circumstance is 
true, it accounts for Governor Caswell's opening the packet.* 
We are, with much regard, etc., 

J. WlTHERSPOON.t 
J. LtOVELL. 

* " The captain himself was suspected of fraud, and was strictly examined by a 
committee of Congress, appointed for tbat purpose. He, in the moat solemn maimer, 
protested bis innocence, and declared that he had delivered tbe packet in the saiuo 
state in which be had received it. The governor of North Carolina was requested to 
examine the persons wbo came in the ship with Folger; but no satisfactory informa- 
tion could be obtained from them. With a hope of findingsonieclue which might lead 
to a discovery of this mysterious affair Congress directed the hoard of war to con fins 
Captain Folger in a close prison until further orders. In consequence of this order 
he was kept a close prisoner until May 8, 1778, when, on the report of tbo committee 
of Congress declaring that nothing was found against him, ho was released, and hia 
expenses paid." (1 Pitkin's Hist. U. S., 414.) 

In a letter from Adams to Lovoll, July 26, 1778, infra, it is said tbat the theft was 
by some one wbo aftorwards escaped to England. 

A. Lee, in a letter given infra, under date of April 14, 1778, throws tbe blame partly 
on Cannichael, whom he charges with tampering with A. Lee's papers. That this 
was one of A. Loo's monomaniac suspicions we may infer from what we know of Car- 
michaol, who was a man of high honor, (Introduction, $ 171.) 

t John Witherspoon, a signer of the Declaration of Independence and a member 
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A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs." 

Paeis, January 15, 1778. 

Gentlemen : I have the pleasure to inform you that our friends in 
Spain have promised to supply ns with three millions of Livrea in the 
course of this year, f I should be happy that immediate and precise 
orders were sent from Congress for the appropriation of it, wbieh will 
prevent it from being expended in a manner, perhaps, less useful tbau 
the purposes they may wish to fulfill. 

My last advices from Bilboa assure me that they are shipping the 

during the Revolution of the Continental Congress, was "bora in Haddingtonshire, 
Scotland, ill February, 1722. His father was a minister of the Scotch kirk ; his 
mother was a descendant of John Knox. Educated in the University of Edinburgh, 
he was ordained as a minister of the kirk in 1744. Several controversial works, 
defending moderate Calviuistic theology and polity, were published by him within 
the following fifteen years. In 176(1 ho was elected president of Princeton College, 
to fill the vacancy created by the dea'th of President Pin lay. This post, after .first 
declining, he accepted in 1767, and the rapid growth of the endowments of the col- 
lege and the increase in the number of its students, soon attested the success of his 
management. The war, howe ver, produced a great change. With his characteristic 
resoluteness he took decided revolutionary ground; but Princeton, being the con- 
stant site of collisions between the contending armies, could no longer be kept in 
prosperous operation. What the cause of education thus lost, however, was gained in 
the political Held. Witherspoou was elected to the Continental Congress, where, 
with one or two unimportant inter missions, he remained until peace. Here his 
sfroug sense, his resolute courage, his high moral and religious tone, were of im- 
mense value. He at once saw the necessity of a strong executive, both in the mili- 
tary and civil side of the government, and he uniformly gave his support to whatever 
measures were calculated to strengthen Washington and to sustain Franklin, and 
afterwards Livingston and Morris. Of the necessity of a punctilious fulfillment of 
on r obligations to Franco he was a firm champion; and perhaps his Scotch blood 
may have added somewhat both to his conscientiousness and his tenderness in what- 
ever related to on ]' dealings with France. On the question of separate negotiation 
of the treaty of peace we have from him a speech, which will be hereafter given, which 
shows his position in this relation. His later years were much clouded. The college 
having become poor during the war, the trustees sent him to England to ask for 
contributions, hut here be failed. His own affairs had become embarrassed by un- 
successful landed investments, and on his return to Now Jersey from his abortive 
English mission his health broke down and his eye-sight utterly failed. Ho died on 
his farm near Princeton on September 15, 1794. His influence, however, was destined 
to be permanent. His great abilities, pure character, and strong whig principles 
drew to Princeton College students of intelligence and ambition, who were nuich 
molded by his views. James Madison was a striking instance of this. He gradu- 
ated at Princeton in 1771, but he remained for a year longer under the especial 
tuition of Witherspoon, whose political views he adopted, and for whom he felt an 
enduring attachment. The similarity of their views when in Congress in 1773, as to 
the great question of loyalty to the French alliance, has been elsewhere noticed. 

"Dr. Witherspoon enters with great spirit into the American cause, tie seams as 
hearty a friend as any of the natives, an animated son of liberty." (John Adams' 
Diary, Sept. 3, 1774, in 2 John Adams' Works, 3113.) 

Gerard, iu one of his dispatches, says of " Wederspun," as he calls him, that "il 
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blankets and stockings I ordered. The enemy are raising men iu Eng- 
land and Scotland with great industry ; but tbeir best stock (tbe 3 
per cent, consols) lias fallen 7 per cent. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin and Deane to John Paul Jones.* 

Paris, January 16, 1778. 
Sir: As it is not in our power to procure you such a ship as you ex- 
pected, we advise you, after equipping tbe Ranger in tlie best maimer 
for tbe cruise you propose, that you proceed with her in the manner 
yon shall judge best for distressing tbe enemies of tbe United States, 

Teunit dans un bant degr6 deux qualites qui sent blent opposes, pub vdbemtmee de 
caraetere extreme, et la plus graude souplesse d'esprit." He misunderstood, bow- 
ever, " Wederspun's " political position in 1778. 

Witberspoon's early life was not without adventures. He was settled, soon after 
bis license to preach, in the parish of Beitb, in the west of Scotland, and thero mar- 
ried. Notwithstanding these ties, however, ho was prompted by " curiosity," so bis 
biographer tells us(Sprague's Annuls, tit. Witherimoon), to "witness the encounter" 
• at Falkirk, on January 17, I74S, between the royal troops and tbosc of the Pretender. 
Ho was taken prisoner by the rebels, and appears to have been treated With so little 
respect during a "close confinement" of a fortnight, " that his nervous system, pre- 
viously enfeebled by intense study, received a shock from tho confinement occasioned 
by tbia curious and perhaps rash adventure, from which it did not soon, if ever, 
fully recover." His literary activity was very great, and was not confined to matters 
theological. He published in 1753 a very lively work on tbe "arcana" of Presby- 
terian church polity, which, by its humor and invective, not unmixed with personal 
criticism, made him tor a time not very acceptable to the more conservative and for- 
mal portion of his church. This was followed iu 1756 by an essay on justification, 
taking strong Calvinistic ground ; and in 1757, shocked at Home, a fellow clergy- 
man, putting on tbe stage the tragedy of Douglass, he published a "serious inquiry 
into the nature and effects of the stag©," in which bo scourged with no light baud stage 
abuses. Iu 1757 he was translated to Paisley, where, having heard that certain yonjig 
mcu of fashion iu the town had indulged in certain irreligious orgies, not unlike 
those by which Wilkes and Lord Sandwich about this same time dishonored them- 
selves, be preached and published a sermon exhibiting them by name to public scorn. 
They denied, however, tho truth of the reports, and "a suit was brought against the 
doctor for defamation of character, which went against him, the proof (of bis de- 
fense) having been considered by the j udges defective ; and he was subjected to a 
fine or expenses which brought him into pecuniary difficulties which called his friends 
to come under engagements." He did not suffer, however, in public respect ot esti- 
mation by this misfortune, however much bis reputation for prudence may have 
been impaired. In 1764 he was made doctor of divinity by tho University of Aber- 
deen; bis theological works, comprising by this time several volumes, were widely 
read, and admired for tbeir logical power as well as religious zeal ; aud, after sev- 
eral calls to other important fields, be accepted, iu 1767, the presidency of Princeton 
College, taking charge in 1768. The extraordinary success which attended, until 
Princeton became the center of the revolutionary war, his services in this position, 
is described by Dr. Sprague in detail iu the biography already referred to. 
* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 263. 
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by sea or otherwise, consistent with tbe laws of war and the terms of 
your commission, If ,vou take prizes on the coast of France or Spain, 
send them into Bilboa or Corogne, unless you should apprehend the 
danger too great, in which case we advise you to send them either into 
L'Orient or Bordeaux directing the officers who may have them in 
charge to apply at L'Orient to M, Moylan or M. Goulade, and at Bor- 
deaux to Messrs. Samuel & T. H. Delap, and inform us immediately 
of their arrival and situation. If you send to Spain, or should put 
into the porls of that kingdom, apply at Bilboa to Messrs. Gardoqui 
& Sous; at Corogne to Messrs. Leagouere & Co. 

If you make an attempt on the coast of Great Britain, we advise you 
not to return immediately into the ports of France, unless forced by 
stress of weather or the pursuit of the enemy ; and in such case yon 
must make the proper representation to the officers of the port, and 
acquaint us with your situation. We rely on your ability, as well as 
your zeal to serve the United States, and therefore do not give partic- 
ular instructions as to your operations. We must caution you against 
giving any cause of complaint to the subjects of Fi ance, or Spain, or 
of other neutral powers, and recommend it to you to show them 
every mark of respect and real civility which may be in your power. 

You will communicate to your officers and senmeu the encourage- 
ment we have given them, and explain to thorn that though it was not 
in our power to be particular as to tbe rewards they should be entitled 
to, yet they may safely rely on the justice of the Congress. Before 
you sail it will be proper to settle with Mr. Williams the account of 
your disbursements, and send the account up to us. 

We most sincerely wisli you success, and are, with much esteem, 
sir, your most obedient and very humble servants, 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane, 



Baron Sobulenburg to A. Lee. 
[Translation."] 

Berlin, January 16, 1778. 
Sir : In answer to the letter which you did me the honor to write me 
the 2Stb of December last, I begin with remarking that before this last 
1 have received two letters from you, viz, of the 4th and 11th of the 
same month; but as you say that you have written twice to me since 
the 4th of December, this expression may leave some doubt whether 
the letter of the 4th is comprehended in these two or not; in the latter 
case one of your letters must be lost. With respect to myself, sir, since 
my letter of the 13th of December, the receipt of which you acknowl- 
edge, 1 have sent you two answers, dated the 18th and 23d of the same 
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month, which, as I hope, have reached you. I address this, as you 
desire, to the care of Mr. Grand, banker, rue Montmartre; and to be 
certain in future that none of our letters miscarry, 1 propose to you, 
sir, to number yours as I shall do mine, beginning with the present. 

Yonr reflections concerning the present state of American affairs are 
very just, and we can perceive that General Howe's situation must be 
very difficult and embarrassing. Time must discover how he will extri- 
cate himself, and whether lie will choose and maintain his quarters with 
more prudence aud good fortune than he did List year. 

As the events of this war become daily more interesting, I must 
again request, sir, that you will be kind enough to communicate to me 
regularly the advices you may receive. The king interests himself very 
much in them, and his majesty wishes that your generous efforts may 
be crowned with success ; and as I have already advised you in my let- 
ter of the 18th of December, he will not hesitate to acknowledge your 
independence whenever France, which is more interested in the event 
of this contest, shall set the example. His majesty would not, more- 
over, make the least difficulty in receiving your vessels into his ports, 
were it not that he has not a tieefc to resent the affronts which might be 
shown there to your ships; the port of Embdeu, however fine and secure 
it is, has not even a fort to defend it. He will not, therefore, expose 
himself to the disagreeable consequences. 

As to the muskets and other arms of our manufacturing, you shall 
be at liberty, sir, to purchase or to command them ; and the Bankers 
Spittgerber, contractors for the manufacture of arms, have received 
orders to deliver such as you may demand. I inclose you a memoran- 
dum of their prices, which are the same as the king pays; and I add 
that the muskets for the infantry can be delivered at a lower price, if 
you will be content with the solidity of the work, without being so exact 
as to their similarity as the king requires. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Baeon de Schulenbubg. 



Arthur Lee to Captain Jones." 

Paeis, January 17, 1778. 
Though I approve in general of the preceding instructions, yet 1 can 
not sign them, because they contain an order to put the sale of prizes 
into other hands than those of the commercial agents, which I have 
always thought unjust, aud recommend Mr. Goulard, though that gentle- 
man and his company have forfeited our confidence iu the business 
already intrusted to them. 

Arthur Lee. 

CCopy of what Mr. Lee wrote on tbe back of Captain Jones' instructions.) 



• Franklin MSS., Dep. of Stare. 



474 



DIPLOMATIC COliltUSPONDENCE. 



Dr. Price to Franklin.' 

London, January 18, 1779. 
Dr. Price returns his best thanks to the honorable Benjamin Frank- 
lin, Arthur Lee, and John Adams, esq., for conveying to Mm the resolu- 
tion of Congress of the 6th of October Iast,t by which he is invited to 
become a member of the United States aud to give his assistance in 
regulating their finances. It is not possible for him to express the senae 
he has of the honor which this resolution does him, and the satisfaction 
with which he reflects on the favorable opinion of him which has occa- 
sioned it. But he knows himself not to be sufficiently qualified for giv- 
ing such assistance; and he is so connected in this country and also 
advancing so fast in the evening of life that he can not think of a 
removal. He requests the favor of the honorable commissioners to trans- 
mit this reply to Congress, with assurances that Dr. Price feels the wann- 
est gratitude for the notice taken of him, and that he looks to the Ameri- 
can States as now the hope and likely soon to become the refuge of 
mankind. 



Witherspoon and Lovell, Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners 

at Paris, i 

YORK, January 21, 1778. 

Gknti.emkx: We mean in this letter bo givG yon a succinct viewot 
the state of our military affairs. You must, long before (bis reaches you, 
have beeu made acquainted with the signal success of the American arms 
in tin' northern department, particularly (he several engagemenU in 
that quarter previous to the surrender of General Burgoyne and his 
whole army to General Gates. Since that time Ticontleroga and Mount 
Independence have been evacuated by the enemy, so that the whole of 
that department is now in our possession. The Indians are perfectly 
quiet, aud we have lately received intelligence that those formerly in 
the interest of our enemies incline to our side, as also that the inhabit 

• MSS, Dep. of State ; 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 47. 

tin, Congress. October C, 1778.— "Resolved, That the honorable Benjamin Franklin, 
Arthur Lee, and John Adams, or auy of them, be directed forthwith to apply to Dr. 
Price, and inform him that it is tbedesire of Congress to consider him a eifcissen of the 
United States ai)d to receive bis assistance in regulating their finances. That if he 
shall think it cxpedieut to remove with his family to America, and afford such assist- 
ance, a generous provision shall he made for requiting his services." Sparks. 

As to Price's enthusiastic interest in the Freuch revolution, sue 9 Cunningham's 
Walpole, 361, 264, 266, 

For his pamphlet on civil liberty the common council of London presented Dr. Price 
with the freedom of the oity in a gold box. It was translated in several European 
languages, aud iu Holland in particular its effect in favor of the American cause was 
great. Note to 6 Cunningham's Walpole, 408. 

{ MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dili. K«v. Corr., 304. 
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ants of Canada, where the enemy have but small force, are in general 
much disposed to favor us. General Burgoyue and his troops are now 
in Boston, and on account of several very exceptionable parts of his 
conduct Congress have resolved that he shall not be suffered to depart 
till the convention of Saratoga is ratified by the court of Loudon. 

A part of the enemy's army is still in possession of Newport, in Rhode 
Island, An expedition intended to dispossess them of thai place, on 
account of some mistakes and neglect of those who were to make the 
proper preparations for ifc, was obliged to be laid aside, but we expect it 
will some time hence be resumed. 

As to the armies in this State. General Howe is still in Philadelphia, 
but possesses no part of the country round it. General Washington's 
army is in huts to the westward of the Schuylkill, refreshing and recruit- 
ing during the winter; and it is in contemplation to call in a number of 
militia to attempt to expel Howe before he can be re-enforced in the 
spring. A part of our army is stationed at Wilmington, and they, with 
the militia on both sides of the river, have been very successful in tak- 
ing several of the enemy's vessels since the winter set in, A committee 
of Congress is just going off to the army to assist in regulating it for 
the next campaign and to concert measures for the most early and vig- 
orous operations. 

Copies of newspapers and the proceedings of Congress relating to the 
convention of Saratoga are sent to you by this conveyance, besides which 
we hope you will have the advantage of information from Mr. Adams in 
person. 

We are, with much regard, etc., 

J. WlTHERSPOON. 
J. LOV-ELL. 



Laurens, President of Congress, to Adams.* 

Yobktown, January 22, 1778. 
Sm : On the 19th instant I had the honor of receiving and present- 
ing to Congress your favor of the 23d ultimo, the contents of which 
afforded great satis faction to the house. It is now the wish of every 
friend to American independence to learn speedily of your safe arrival 
at the court of Versailles, where your sagacity, vigilance, integrity, and 
knowledge of American affairs are extremely wanted for promoting the 
interests of these infant States, You are so well acquainted with our 
present representation in that part of Europe, and with the delays aud 
misfortunes under which we have suffered, as renders it unnecessary to 
attempt particular intimations. Inclosed you will find an act of the 8th 
instant for suspending the embarkation of General Burgoyne and his 
troops. Mr. Lovell has very fully advised you on that subject by the 

*7 J. Adams' Works, U. 
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present opportunity; permit me to add that I have it exceedingly at 
heart, from a persuasion of the restitutio and justifiableness of the 
measures, to be in the van of the British ministry and their emissaries 
at every court of Europe. 

Baron Holzendorif presents his best compliments, and requests your 
care of the inclosed letter, directed to his lady. If I eati possibly re- 
deem time enough for writing to my family and friends in England 1 
will take the liberty by the next messenger 10 trouble you with a. small 
packet. Hitherto all private considerations have been overruled by a 
constant attention to business of more importance; I mean since the 
1st of November. 

T have the honor to be, with great regard and esteem, sir, your most 
obedieut and most humble servant, 

Hehby Laurens, 
President of Congress. 



W. Lee to the President of Congress." 

Paris, January 22, 1778. 
Sir : Be so good as to inform Congress that 1 have communicated to 
them, by several letters addressed to Charles Thomson, esq,, their sec- 
retary, my proceedings hitherto, in consequence of their appointing me 
their commissioner at the courts of Vienua and Berlin. I am now to 
add that having lately had a conference with the imperial ambassador 
at this court, he observed immediately an imperfection in my commis- 
sion, as it only authorizes me to treat with the Emperor of Germany, 
and not with his mother, who is the reigning and sovereign prince over 
all the Austrian dominions, as well in Germauy and Flanders as else- 
where. 

She is extremely jealous of her power and authority, not permitting 
her son to interfere in any manner in the govermeut of her dominions. 
Her title is, "The Most Serene and Most Potent Princess Maria Theresa, 
Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, Arch Duchess of Austria," etc. The 
emperor, her son, though heir to her dominions, is at present only 
coiumaudcrin-cnief of his mother's army, and as emperor is the head 
of the German Empire. I therefore beg leave to submit to Congress 
whether it may not be proper to send another commission, to treat with 
the Queen of Hungary, etc., since, in fact, there are two courts to 
negociate with, though they both reside in the same city, viz: with the 
emperor, so far as relates to the German Empire, sucli as obstructing 
Great Britain from procuring German troops to send to America; and 
with his mother, for the purpose of commerce with the Austrian domin- 
ions, etc. 

There is every reason to believe that our affairs will be finally settled 
• MSS. Dep. of State ; t Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 598. 
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here, and the compact signed and sealed in a few days ; after which I 
shali immediately set off for Vienna, since from that quarter we have 
most to apprehend, as there has been always a particular intimacy 
between that court and the court of London, at least for the present 
century, which has not been interrupted but during the last war with 
France. 

Notwithstanding the promising appearance of things at present, I 
can not forbear giving it as my opinion, that every possible exertion 
should be made to prepare for a vigorous campaign next summer, 
[which will probably be the last you will have to encounter.*] 
I am, with sincere esteem, etc., 

William Leu. 

Arthur Lee to Ralph Izard.t 

January 28, 1778. 
SIR: You may, if you please, mention to the other commissioners 
that I have asked your opinion of the proposition, of setting all our 
exports to the French islands against the molasses imported from Ihcm 
in a perpetual exemption from duties. If your arguments should con- 
vince them, I am still ready to co-operate in preventing the article from 
taking effect, and think there is yet time. But a day may render it 
irrecoverable. 

1 am, etc., 

Arthur Lee.J 



Izard to B. Franklin. $ 

Paris, January 23, 1778. 

Dear Sir: Mr. Lee has asked my opinion on an article which he 
informs me has been under the consideration of the commissioners, 
viz., whether an exemption from duty on molasses is an equivalent for 
a total exemption from duty of ail the exports of North America to the 
French West India Islands ? 

In answer to this question, I am clearly of opinion that it is not, and 
if that article should be agreed to by the commissioners, without an 
absolute necessity, I can not help thinking it would be a sacrifice of 
the general interests of America to those provinces which import 
molasses. I shall not be suspected of partiality, or of being actuated 
by any motives but those of the public good, when it is known that 
South Carolina, the province in which alt my property lies, imports 

* Passage in brackets omitted iu Sparks' ed. 
1 1 8p*ri»' Dip. Rev. Coir., 650, 

t See, as to this question, introductory chapter, £ 4fi ; ami, infra, letters under date 
of Feb. 1, Feb. 21, May 28, June I, 4, 5, Ff, Oct. 12, 1778. 
$ JISS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 851. 
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a considerable quantity of molasses for distillation. Should the article 
in question be agreed to, the French might lay what duty they pleased 
upon their European exports, and even upon their sugar, coffee, aud 
other productions of their islands, without our having any check upon 
them whatever. For if, in consequence of any such duty imposed hy 
them, a duty were to be laid by America on any of her exports to 
France, the French vessels would have nothing to do but to clear out 
for the West Indies, and sail directly for Europe, or touch first at one 
of their islands. This will certainly at least open a door for smuggling, 
aud may occasion a discontinuance of that friendship and harmony 
which ought to subsist between the countries. This article seems the 
more extraordinary to me, as I do not think there is the least proba- 
bility of any duty being ever laid by the French upon molasses, as the 
distilling it into rum would materially interfere with their brandy, and 
therefore a duty would endanger a diminution of the consumption of it. 

I am very sensible that the decision of this business is committed 
entirely to the commissioners at this court. At the same time I can 
not help thinking it my duty, uot ouly as a gentleman of considerable 
property in America, but likewise as one whom Congress has thought 
proper to honor with a commission similar to your own, though at 
another court, to endeavor to prevent the execution of an article that 
I think injurious to the interests of my country. I prefer this applica- 
tion to you singly as a friend to one addressed to all the. commission- 
ers, and I hope the latter will be unnecessary. 

It is very painful for me to write to you in the language of complaint; 
but I feel myself hurt, and it is proper that I should tell you of it. It 
does not appear to me to be possible that any inconvenience could have 
arisen if you had mentioned to me the proposition of an exemption of 
all duties on our exports as a compensation for the exemption of the 
duty on molasses alone. When I had the pleasure of seeing yon last 
at my house I spoke to you in general about the treaty, and particu- 
larly about the article of molasses, and expressed my fears that the 
French ministry would not consent to have such a restraint put upon 
their power as was contained in the article of the original treaty. I 
asked you whether you were under any injunctions of secrecy which 
prevented you from satisfying me. You replied that certainly secrecy 
was necessary to be observed ; but that as I was myself a commis- 
sioner, yon thought that you might without any impropriety talk with 
me on the subject, and inform me that the objection which I appre- 
hended had been made, and that the article was to be given up. ^Not 
a word was mentioned about an equivalent. As you thought at that 
time that my being a commissioner entitled you to speak to me on the 
subject, I can not conceive what impropriety there could possibly have 
been in your doing it when so material an alteration was under consid- 
eration. 

The instructions sent to me by Congress came through your lumds, 
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and it will be hardly necessary to remind you that though the conclu- 
sion of the treaty with this court is intrusted to you and the other 
gentlemen joined with you in the commission, I am directed by the 
the same authority under which you act to apply to you for a copy, not 
only of the original treaty, but likewise of " every subsequent alteration 
that has been proposed on either side." It appears, therefore, to me 
that as soon as the alteration was proposed it ought to have been com- 
municated to me. Had you made such communication, I should have 
thought it my duty to have called your attention to the principles of 
the treaty, and should have requested you to consider whether you 
were not going to act in direct violation of them. My reason for think- 
ing so is, that I am instructed to " propose to the court of Tuscany a 
treaty on the samc cotnmercial principles as are the basis of the treaty 
which you are directed to propose to the court of France." What this 
basis and these principles are is clearly explained to me in the follow- 
ing instructions : " It must never be forgotten in these commercial 
treaties that reciprocal aud equal advantages to the people of both 
countries be firmly and plainly secured." This matter gives me a great 
deal of uneasiness, and I am extremely anxious to know if there be yet 
a possibility of stopping the execution of the article. You will there- 
fore excuse my requesting that you will favor me with an answer to 
this letter as soou as possible. 

I have the honor to be, with great regard, dear sir, your most obedi- 
ent humble servant, 

Ealph Izard. 



Franklin to Izard," 

Passy, January 29, 1778. 
Dear Sir: I received yours late last evening. Present circumstances, 
which I will explain to you when I have the houor of seeing you, pre- 
vent my giving it a full answer now. The reasons you offer had before 
been all under consideration. But i must submit to remain some days 
under the opinion you appear to have formed, not only of my poor un- 
derstanding in the general interests of America, but of my defects in 
sincerity, politeness, and attention to your instructions. These offenses, 
1 flatter myself, admit of fair excuses, or rather will be found not to have 
existed. You mention that you feel yourself hurt. Permit me to offer 
you a maxim, which has through life been of use to me, and may he so 
to you, in preventing such imaginary hurts. It is, "Always to suppose 
one's friends may be right till oao finds them wrong, rather than to sup- 
pose them icrongiiW on& finds them right." Y o u h a ve hea rd a n d i m agi n e d 

* MSS. Dep. of State ; B Sparks' Franklin, 220; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr.,653; see 
6 Bigelow'a Fraukliii, 124, aud note thereto. 
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all that can be said or supposed on oue side of the question, but not on 
the other. . 

I am, nevertheless, with sincere esteem, dear sir, jour most obedient 
and humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 



Izard to Franklin." 

Paris, January 30, 1778, 
Dear Sir : I was yesterday favored with your letter containing a 
maxim which, though a very old one, I am bound to thank you for, and 
can assure you that, so far from disapproving of it, it has been one of the 
constant rules of my life. If you will be pleased to recollect the most 
extraordinary inattention, to say the least of it, with which I have been 
treated during the six mouths that 1 have been in Paris, you will, I 
hope, think I have profited by it. Ton will be pleased, likewise, to 
recollect that, after having borne this for a considerable time, I com- 
plained to you of it. Forced as I was into this complaint, it was, bow- 
ever^ not made without studying how it should be done in a manner the 
least likely to give you offense, I should have been extremely glad if 
yon had attended to the maxim yourself yesterday. Had you done so, 
I should not have been supposed to have formed au opinion that you 
had a poor understanding in the general interests of America or that 
you were insincere. My letter had no such meaning; neither can any 
such construction be fairly pat upon it. 

I shall give you another proof of my attention to your maxim by not 
being offended at your assertion ,( that I have heard and imagined all 
that can be said or supposed on one side of the question, but not on the 
other." You may depend upon it that you ha ve adopted an erroneous 
opinion, and what that is I will inform yon when yon favor me with the 
explanation promised in your letter. You will do irie the justice to re- 
member that it has been my constant endeavor to accommodate the dif- 
ferences that I found prevailing to a very great degree upon my arrival 
here. I shall be extremely sorry, and think it a misfortune, if I should 
be drawn into any with a gentleman of whom I have so high an opinion 
as 1 have of you, and for whom I feel so strong a disposition to continue 
an esteem and friendship. This I hope will not be expected to be done 
at too great an expense; by my being silent when I think it my duty 
to speak, 

I cauuot conclude without again requesting that you would reconsider 
the article which was the subject of my last letter. If it is determined 
that it shall stand in its present form, can there be any inconvenience 
in its not being finally concluded till it has undergone the consideration 
of Congress? If this proposition is inadmissible, I sincerely wish that 

*MSS. Dkj>. of fstuto; 1 Sparks* Di[>. Rev. Corr., 654, with verbal changes. 
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the treaty may be for a term of years only, which is very customary in 
t lentil's of commerce, that if the mischief*! which I apprehend should not 
prove imaginary they may have some limitation, atid not be entailed on 
us foTever. 

I have the honor to be, with great regard, etc., 

Ralph Izard. 



A. Lee to Franklin and Deane.* 

Challiot, January 30, 1778. 

Gentlemen: More mature consideration and fuller lights upon the 
subject have satisfied me that I wns wrong in receding from my opin- 
ion against the admissibility of the twelfth article in the proposed com- 
mercial treaty. I should therefore think myself neglectful of the duty 
I owe the public if I did not endeavor yet to prevent that measure be- 
fore our signature Las rendered it irrecoverable. And certainly noth- 
ing short of totally preventing the treaty from being concluded will pre- 
vail upon me to sign it if that article is to stand. 

What has thus confirmed me in my former sentiments is this : At the 
conclusion of M. Gerard's observations upon what we proposed he said 
they had no design to lay any duties upon their molasses, nor was it 
compatible with their policy. Dr. Franklin informed me yesterday that 
a substitute bad been found in America for molasses, procurable from 
a substance which is the growth of the country and of infinite plenty. 
A prohibition on the export of their molasses will effect every purpose 
which we are providing against, by restraining the imposition of duties. 

From these considerations it seems clear to me that molasses are not 
such an important object as was stated; that the demand is more likely 
to diminish than incrcnse; that there is nosound rcnsou for apprehend- 
ing that without any restraint duties will be imposed upon that article; 
that if there were the strongest reasons for that apprehension the sac- 
rifice proposed does not secure us from the evil it is intended to prevent. 

If these arguments are not utterly falhicious we are by the article pro- 
posed really tying both our hands with the expectation of binding one 
of their fingers. The principle, too, is, and the effect of this measure 
must be, the encouragement of commerce at theespenseof agriculture, 
which, whatever temporary advantages it may give, will be permanently 
pernicious to the peace and real welfare of our country. 

Nor is it an argument of little weight with me that we are binding 
our constituents forever in a point on which they have not had an op- 
portunity of giving their instructions, concerning which, how far it is 
within the limits of our power and our discretion, I am extremely 
doubtful. I would, therefore, propose to you gentlemen that upon the 
ground of the article not having been in the plan given for our gutd- 

* 1 Sparks' Dip*. Rev. Corr., 470. 
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ance, and of doubts which have arisen among ourselves about the ap- 
probation it might meet with if it should be mi rejected by the court 
here, that we should propose that both the articles be left open to be 
rejected or admitted by Congress, without affecting their ratification of 
the rest of the treaty. This exception will, it seems to me, refer the de- 
cision to that arbitration which ought to determine it, and free us from 
any possible imputation of having acted wrong or exceeded our powers. 

I am willing that whatever charge of levity may arise from this re- 
suming the negotiation may be wholly visited on me. Though, indeed, 
as I think we are treating with gentlemen of senso and candor, 1 am 
under no apprehension that they will view in any such light an anxiety 
to act with the utmost circumspection in a business of great moment 
and doubtful effect. 

As this is a matter that admits of no delay, [ must beg, gentlemen, 
an immediate consideration of what I propose, and that yon will do me 
the favor of apprising me of your determination as soon as you have 
made it.* 

1 have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin and Deane to A. Lee.t 

I'assy, February 1, 1778. 
Sir: We have maturely considered your letter of the 30th past, and 
though we can not see the mischievous consequences of the twelfth 
article which you apprehend, yet conceiving that unanimity on this 
occasion is of importance, we have written to M. Gerard this morning, 
that we concur in desiring that article and the preceding to be omitted, 
agreeably to his first proposal. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 



Franklin and Deane to Gerard.; 

Passy, February 1, 1778. 
Sir: Mr. Lee having signified to us that on further consideration he 
has changed his sentiments relating to the twelfth article, and that he 
can not join in signing the treaty if that article remains in, and as una- 
nimity on this occasion is of some importance, and the articles 11 and 
12 seem not perfectly consonant with the declared spirit of the treaty, 

* See Introduction, $ 46, and letters there noted ; and also Deane to Congress Oct. 
12, 1778. 

t Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 471; see introduction, $ 46, 
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which is to leave each party free in its regulations of commerce, we 
concur in requesting (if it can be doue without occasioning delay) that 
these two articles be omitted, agreeable to your owu first proposition 
We have the honor to he, etc., 

B. Frahklin. 
Silas Deanb. 



Franklin and Deane to Vergeimes (or Gerard)." 

Passy, February 1, 1778. 
The news you have received from England (as to alleged reconcilia- 
tion) can not be true. No treaty would bo entered into with Howe by 
Washington when the Congress was at hand; and Howe could have 
no propositions to make but such as were authorized by the act of 
Parliament, aud had been loug since rejected, viz, Pardon upon sub- 
mission. In short, we esteem the story of a treaty with America to be 
merely au artifice of the stock jobbers to keep up the funds. 



Franklin to Hutton.i 

Passy, February 1, 1778. 

My Dear Old Friend : You desired that if I had no proposition 
to make I would at least give my advice. 

I think it is Ariosto who says that all things lost on earth are to be 
found in the moon, on which somebody remarked, that there must he 
a great deal of good advice in the moon. If so, there is a good deal of 
mine formerly giveu and lost in this business, I will, however, at your 
request, give a little more, but without the least expectation that it 
will be followed; for none but God cau at the same time give good 
counsel aud wisdom to make use of it. 

You have lost by this mad war, and the barbarity with which it has 
been carried on, not ouly the Government and commerce of America, 
and the public revenues and private wealth arising from that commerce, 
but what is more, you have lost the esteem, respect, friendship, and 
affection of all that great and growing people, who consider you at 
present, and whose posterity will consider you, as the worst aud wicked- 
est natiou upon earth. A peace you may undoubtedly obtain by drop- 
ping all your pretensions to govern us; aud by your superior skill in 
huckstering negotiations you may possibly make such an apparently 

* 8 Sparks' Franklin, 232. A fuller copy oi' tliis letter is iu tbe Lee papers, Harvard 
library, addressed to Gerard, dated Feb, lis!, 177d. It ia referred to in a letter from 
FranUlin to A. Lee, of Mar. 17, 177«. 

tMSS. Dept. of Sta.(e; 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr,, '£t; 6 Big. Franklin, 125. 
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advantageous bargain as shall be applauded in your Parliament; but 
if you can not witb tbe peace recover tbe attentions of that people, it 
will not be a lasting nor a profitable one, nor will it afford yon any 
part of tbat strength which you once bad by your union with them, 
and might (if you had been wise enough to take advice) have still 
retained. 

To recover their respect and affection you must tread back the steps 
vou have taken. 

Instead of honoring and rewarding the American advisers anil pro- 
moters of this war you should disgrace them, with all those who have 
inflamed the nation against America by their malicious writings, and 
all the ministers and generals who have prosecuted the war with such 
inhumanity. This would show a, national change of disposition, and a 
disapprobation of what had passed. 

In proposing terms, you should not only grant such as the necessity 
of your affairs may evidently oblige you to graut, but such additional 
ones as may show your generosity, and thereby demonstrate your good- 
will. For instance, perl laps you might by your treaty retain all Canada, 
Nova Scotia, and the Floridas; but if you would have a real friendly 
as well as able ally in America, and avoid all occasion of future discord, 
which will otherwise be continually arising on your American frontiers, 
you should thro w in those countries. And y o u ] n ay call i t, if y ou p lease, 
an indemnification for the burning of their towns; which indemnifica- 
tion will otherwise be some time or other demanded. 

I know your people will not see the utility of such measures, and 
will never follow them, and even call it insolence and impudence in me 
to mention them. 

1 have, however, complied with your desire, and am, as ever, your 
affectionate friend, 

B. Franklin. 

February 12, 1778. 
P. S. — 1 wrote the above some time before I received yours, acquaint- 
ing me with your speedy and sale return, which gave me pleasure. I 
doubted after I bad written it whether it would be well to send it; for 
as your proud nation despises us exceedingly, and demands and expects 
absolute and humble submission, all talk of treaty must appear impu- 
dence and tend to provoke rather than concdiate. As you still press 
me by your last to say something, 1 conclude to send what I had written, 
for I think the advice is good, though it must be useless; and I can not, 
as some amongst you desire, make propositions, having none committed 
to me to make; but we can treat if any are made to us; which, however, 
we do not expect. I abominate with you all murder; and I may add, 
that the slaughter of men in an unjust cause is nothing less than murder; 
I therefore never think of your present ministers and their abettors, 
but with the image strongly painted in my view of their hands red, 
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wet, and dropping with the blood of my countrymen, friends, and rela- 
tions. No peace can be signed by those hands. 

Peace and friendship will, nevertheless, subsist forever between 
Mr. Button and his affectionate friend.* 

B. P. 



M. Gerard to the Commissioners at Paris. 
[Translation, t] 

Versailles, February 2, 17T8. 

Gentlemen : I have acquainted his majesty's ministers with the 
fresh demand respecting the 11th and 12th articles of the treaty of com- 
merce. The king having approved these two articles agreeable to 
your unanimous wishes, they can not be submitted to a new examina- 
tion without inconvenience and considerable delay. 

lam therefore charged to send you the French copies of the two 
treaties, that you may have them transcribed side by side with the 
English translation, and when this is done, I trust you will give me 
notice. 

The only remark which I have to offer is on the sixth article of the 
treaty of ■alliance. It stands the same as when it was read, with the 
addition of the Bermudas, concerning which there was a question in 
our last conference. I have found another change in one of the sheets 
of observations which have been sent to me. I should wish that the 
object of this addition should be treated in a conference. I have been 
charged to explain to you the reasons which prevent the ministers 
from agreeing to it, and I am ready to fulfill this object, 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Gerard. 

P, S. — The translation of the two treaties appears to me well made, 
and I have no remarks to add in regard to it. 



A. Lee to SchuleDburg.) 

February 2, 1778. 
Sir: I was honored with yours of the 16th of January, some few days 
since, and have delayed an answer in hopes that dispatches from 
America would have enabled me to give your cxelleucy some accept- 

" James Hiitton was for many years secretary to the Society of Moravians, and 
sustained » very estimable character. Ho seems to have gone to Paris on sumo pri- 
vate agency with reference to a peace. An intimate friendship subsisted between 
him and Dr. Franklin, Ho died in England on the 25th of April, 1795, in his eightieth 
year."— Sparks : "Ho was a well-known character and generally esteemed," — Bigb 
LOW. (See notice in Introduction, {901,) 

tl Sparks* Dip, Rev. Corr., -17J; see introduction, $ 4G. 
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able intelligence; but in this I am disappointed, so that we Lave noth- 
ing but the relations of the enemy to direct our .judgment of the present 
sit uation of things iu ami near Philadelphia. There is one thing, how- 
ever, that must strike your excellency iu General Howe's narration, 
which is, that in attempting to make his forward movement he was 
constantly attacked instead of attacking; and, however well he might 
ha ve defended himself, he was obliged to measure back his ground and 
put his army hito winter quarters. His tranquillity, or even safety 
there, will depend much upon the mildness of the winter and the 
equipment of the army of the United States for a campaign in that 
rigorous season. If the wiuter is severe, and General Washington's 
army tolerably provided, it seeins to me that General Howe's situation 
will be far from being that of security. 

Congress have approved of the convention with General Burgoyne. 
The enemy is driven back entirely into Canada, after blowing up the 
works of Ticonderoga, and New York is pressed on all sides. 

The 4th and the 11th were the letters I referred to, aud I have had 
the houor of receiving those your excellency meutions. 

I hope the period for executing his majesty's most gracious purpose 
towards us is not remote, as well as that of the reduction of the British 
power within the limits of due respect for other powers, 

I thank your excellency a thousand times for the facilities you have 
procured us in the supplying of ourselves with arms. But I find things 
must be more arranged before we can avail ourselves of your goodness. 
The enemy's preparations are more sounding than substantial. They 
mark a radical weakness, and will certainly be impotent when we are 
ford tied with alliances. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Aethuk Lee. 



Adams to Lafayette." 

Braintree, February 3, 1778. 
Sir: I had yesterday the houor of receiving from the hand of my 
worthy frieud, General Kuox, your kiud letter to me, together with five 
others, which, with submission to the fortune of war, shall be conveyed 
aud delivered as you desire. I am happy in this opportunity to convey 
intelligence from you to your friends, and thiuk myself greatly honored, 
ami obliged by your politeness aud attention to me, a favor which makes 
me regret the more my misfortune in not having had the honor here- 
tofore of a more particular acquaiutauce with a nobleman who has 
endeared his name aud character to every honest American and every 
sensible frieud of mankind by his efforts iu favor of the rights of both, 
as unexampled as they were generous. I thank you, sir, for the kind ad- 

* 7 J. Adams' Works, 13. 
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vice communicated by General Knox,* to which I shall carefully and 
constantly attend. Shall at all times be happy to hear of your welfare, 
and to have an opportunity of rendering' yon any service in my power. 

1 have the honor to be, with the greatest respect and esteem, sir, your 
most obedient and obliged humble servant, 

John Adams. 



Witherspoon, et at., Committee of Foreign Affairs, to Izard, t 

York, February 5, 177$. 

Sir : Your letter from Paris of October 6th, last year, being read in 
Congress, afforded much satisfaction, as it signified your acceptance of 
the commission which had been sent by Captain Young, and also held 
np a prospect of your obtaining a loan of money in Italy. Our appre- 
hensions of danger to our liberties are reduced to the one circumstance 
of the depreciation of our currency from the quantity which we have 
beeu obliged to issue. The different states are sinking their own emis- 
sions and going largely into taxation for continental purposes; but it 
will require more time than we wish before the good policy of taxation 
can have full effect upon the currency ; therefore, Congress have given, 
in regard to you, the same instructions as to the gentlemen at the 
courts of France and Spain, and we doubt not of your best exertions. 

We wish you success in the business of the inclosed resolves, as well 
as in every other undertaking for the good of the public or for your own 
personal felicity. We must leave you very much from time to time to 
receive intelligence of our affairs from other commissioners, to whom 
we shall have a more ready channel of conveyance than to yon. 
We are, with much regard, etc., 

J. Witherspoon. 

J. LOVEIX. 



Johnstone to Morris.? 

House of Commons, February 5, 1778. 
My Dear Sir: I have but a moment to write this letter before the 
packet is closed. But our correspondence must now necessarily be 
short. 

A reconciliation between Great Britain and the American Colonies 
upon the footing of the most perfect freedom as fellow -subjects is the 
object on earth I have most at heart. 

Though I am not in the secrets of Government here aud have strongly 

*Aa to tlia subetauce of lliis conversation, see the Autobiography i>f J. Adams, 3 
Adams' Works, p. 9-2. 
i 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 6SS5, 
{ MSS. Dep. of State, vol. 13, No. 78. 
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opposed all those measures which are deemed oppressive to America, 
and have constantly supported those claims against British taxation 
aud the altering of the charters of government by the mere authority 
of Parliament, yet I have heard a hint, and I have good reason to 
think, a proposition will be made to Parliament in four or five days by 
administration that may be a ground of reunion. I really do not know 
the particulars, nevertheless, as I have learned, some preliminaries of a 
treaty have lately gone to France, I think it cannot be deemed an- 
friendly to either country to give you notice of this intended proposi- 
tion, that you may in prudence do nothing hastily with foreign powers 
but wait a short time the issue; for I am conscious, from your iuteg. 
rity and patriotism, which I have long admired, that as nothing but 
necessity forced you to take up arms, so nothing but necessity or hon- 
orable engagements will force you to adopt a final separation of inter- 
ests. 

I am, as always, your siucere aud affectionate friend, 

Geo. Johnstone. 

Hon. Robert Morris, etc., 

Pennsylvania. 

Copy from tbe original, which was read in Congress April 27, 1778, and retnrued to 
Mr. Morris. 

Ciias. Tfiomson, Sec'g. 



Form of the Passport to be given to Ships or Vesaela, conformable to the Thir- 
tieth Article of this Treaty." 

February C, 1778. 

To all who shall see these presents, greeting : 

Be it known that leave aud permission are hereby given to A. B., 

master aud commander of the ship or vessel called , of the (city, 

town, etc.), of , burden — — , tons or thereabouts, lying at pres- 
ent iu the port or haven of , bound for , and laden 

with , to depart and proceed with his said ship (or vessel) on the 

said voyage; such ship (or vessel) having beeu visited and the said 
master and commander having made oath before tbe proper officer that 
tbe said ship (or vessel) belongs to one (or more) of the subjects, people, 
or inhabitants of , and to him {or them) only. 

In witness whereof we have subscribed our names to these presents 
and affixed tbe seal of our arms thereto, and caused the same to be 

countersigned by ■ , at , this day of , in the year 

of our Lord Christ ; . 

■ MSS.Dep.of State. 
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Form of the Certificate to be given to Ships or Vessels conformable to the Thir- 
tieth Article of this Treaty. 

We, , magistrates (or officers of the customs) of the port 

or haven of , decertify aud attest, that on the ■ day of — , 

in the year of our Lord , C. D., of , personally appeared hefore 

us, and declared by solemn oath tliat the ship (or vessel) called ■ 

of tons or thereabouts, whereof , of ■ ■, is at present 

muster and commander, does rightfully and properly belong to him (or 

to him and ) subject (or subjects) of ,and to him (or them) 

ouly; that she is hound from the port or haven of — to the port 

of — , laden with goods and merchandises hereunder particularly 

described and enumerated, as follows . 

In witness whereof we have signed this certificate and scaled it with 

the seal of our office this day of , in the year of onr Lord 

Christ ■ -. 

W. Lee to President of Congress." 

Paris, February 7, 1778. 
Honorable Sir: I beg leave to refer to my several letters for Con- 
gress addressed to you and to Charles Thomsou, esip, their secretary, 
and as Congress will be fully aud regularly informed by this opportunity 
of the happy situation of our affairs here at this time, and of the aston- 
ishing alteration that has taken place in our favor since advice was 
received of the success of the American arms in making captive Gen- 
eral Burgoyne and his army, and the very respectable figure made by 
your main army in opposition to General Howe. I shall shortly men- 
tion that the death of Mr. Thomas Morris the 31st ultimo, at Nantes, 
obliges me to go down there to take care of the public commercial con- 
cerns that were in his hands, and to establish proper ] persons in the dif- 
ferent ports to take care of any vessels or remittances that may happily 
arrive from the secret committee until their further pleasure is known. 
I expect this business will detain me about a fortnight, after which I 
shall immediately go to Vienna, to pnrsue the orders of Congress at that 
court, and shall from thence proceed to Berlin as soon as it is agreeable 
to his Prussian Majesty, who by his minister has assured me that he 
will acknowledge our independence as soon as France has done so ; but 
as the French ministry have enjoined secrecy here with respect to what 
has passed until their measures are more matured for immediate action, 
we can not as yet announce it to the Prussian court. I must beg leave 
to observe that my commission to the court of Vieuua only authorizes 
ine tu treat with the Emperor of Germany, whereas liis mother, the em- 
I ii ess, is the reigning sovereign over all the Austriau dominions, in 
Germany and elsewhere. The emperor being ouly head of the German 
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Empire, in which capacity be is of importance to be cultivated iu order 
to obstruct Great Britain in the object of obtaining German troops to 
send against ns. The empress, as is not unusual ill such cases, is very 
jealous of her authority and rights of government, and consequently 
will not let the emperor, her son and heir, interfere in any manner 
whatever with them. I therefore submit to Congress whether it will 
not be proper to transmit immediately to me full powers to negotiate 
with the empress, as all treaties of commerce for the Austrian domin- 
ions must be made with her. ITer title is, The Most Serene and Most 
Potent Maria Theresa, Empress, Queen of Hungary, Bohemia, Arch- 
duchess of Austria, etc.* 

I have the honor, etc., 

William Lee. 



Franklin and Deane to the President of Congress.! 

PASSY, February 8, 1778. 
SlE : We have now the great satisfaction of acquainting you and the 
Congress that the treaties with France are at length completed and 
signed. The first is a treaty of amity and commerce, much on the plan 
of that projected iu Congress ;\ the other is a treaty of alliance, iu 
which it is stipulated that in case England declares war against 
France, or occasions a war by attempts to hinder her commerce with 
us, we should then make common cause of it and join our forces and 
councils, etc. The great aim of this treaty is declared to be to "estab- 
lish the liberty, sovereignty, and independency, absolute and unlim- 
ited, of the United States, as well in matters of government as com- 
merce;" and this is guarantied to us by France, together with all the 
•countries we possess or shall possess at the conclusion of the war ; iu 
return for which the States guaranty to France all its poss ess ions in 
America. We do not now add more particulars, as you will soon have 
the whole by a safer conveyance, a frigate being appointed to carry oar 
dispatches. We only observe to you, and with pleasure, that we hare 
found throughout this business the greatest cordiality in this court; 
and that no advantage has been taken or attempted to be taken of our 
present difficulties to obtain hard terms from csj but such has been 
the king's magnanimity and goodness, that he has proposed none which 
>we might not readily have agreed to in a state of full prosperity and 
'established power. The principle laid down as the basis of the treaty 
'being, as declared in the preamble, " the most perfect equality and reci- 

" See eapra, W. Lee to the President of ConjjreHs, January 22, 1778, 
.tMSS. Dep. of State ; I Sparks Dip. Rev. Corr, 2i55. 

t " Tliie plan of a treaty is contained at length iu the Secret Journals of Congress, 
-vol. 2, p. 7. It is accompanied with a draft of inalructions to the Commissioners 
-who were to propose it, in whicli modifications are suggested." — Sparks. 



FEBRUARY 10, 1778. 



491 



proeity;" the privileges in trade, etc., are mutual, and none are given 
to France but what we are at liberty to grant to any otlier nation. 

On the whole, we have abundant reason to be satisfied with the good- 
will of this court and of the nation in general, which we therefore hope 
will be cultivated by the OtHigress by every means which may estab- 
lish the Union and render it perniauent. Spain being slow, there is a 
separate and secret clause, by which she is to be. received into the alli- 
ance upon requisition, and there is no doubt of the event. When we 
mention the good-will of this nation to our cause, we may add that of 
nil Europe, which having been offended by the pride and insolence of 
Britain, wishes to see its power diminished ; and all who have received 
injuries from her are by one of the articles to be invited into our alli- 
ance. The preparations for war are carried on with immense activity 
and it is soon expected. 

With our hearty congratulations and our duty to the Congress, we 
have the honor to be, very respectfully, etc., 

B. Fbanklin. 
Silas Deane. 



Journal of Congress.* 

February 9, 1778. 
Resolved, That the committee of commerce be empowered and di- 
rected to write to the commissiouers at the court of France, desiriug 
them to appoint one or more suitable persons to be commercial agents 
for conducting the commercial husiness of the United States in France 
and other parts of Europe, 



A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affaira.t 

Paris, February 10, 1778. 
Gentlemen: The inclosed memorial and letter to Count de Florida 
Blancaf will inform yon particularly of my proceedings in Spain, with 
the reasons of the cautious conduct of that court, which I did not think 
it safe to communicate before. France is now prepared; the war with 
Portugal is happily concluded by her accession to the family compact, 
and there remains only the hazard of the treasure at sea, which is ex- 
pected in April next. When that arrives I have no doubt of their 
acceding to the treaties signed here and joining in the war, which, it 
seems probable, will be declared before that time between France and 
England. 

" MSS. sterol, journals, Dep. of State; printed secret journals. 

t MSS. Dep. of Statu; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 174; « A. Lee's Life, $X 

^ See supra, p. aeo. 
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From the inclosed accounts you will also see wbat has been sent from 
the house of Gardorpd, in pursuance of orders from the Spanish court, 
and what by my order, which I am to pay for out of the fund remitted 
me from Spaiu of 170,000 livres. Tbis fund would have been applied 
in time to have bad the blankets, etc., with you for the winter's cam- 
paign but for the following reason: Ou my return from Germany, iu 
August, I found that, from various expensive purchases, not only all 
our funds from our friends here bad been exhausted, but we also in- 
volved in a considerable debt, and not half of your orders fulfilled, nor 
any funds to answer your draughts. It was, therefore, thought prudent 
to retain that sum till we were sure of an additional supply from hence. 
The moment this was secured I sent orders for the shipping of blankets 
and stockings, which are certainly cheap, and I hope will be of use. 
Upon this mercantile subject I must beg leave to observe that 1 have 
had nothing more to do with the proceedings of that kind here but sign- 
ing my name to coutraets made by my colleagues, or rather by Mr. 
Deane. You will, I presume, be able to judge, by the manner in which 
near five millions of livres have been expended, whether it is wise to 
unite the political and commercial characters. 

I am given to understand that Spain will wish to have the possession 
of Pensacola secured to her in the treaty. I shall hope to receive the 
commands of Congress upon that point as soon as possible. Perhaps 
Congress may think that circumstances are materially changed since 
the passing the resolve on this subject December 30, 1770, and that 
the Mississippi is likely to be the only permanent boundary between 
the two people. 

[Hitrn follows in the manuscript tlie loiter of January 1U, 1778, from the Prussian 
gcurolary of state, given anpra p. 472.] 

I beg the favor of having my duty recommended to Congress, 
and have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin to Hartley.* 

Passy, February 12, 1778. 
Dear Sfk: A thousand thanks for your so readily engaging in the 
means of relieving our poor captives, and the pains you have taken and 
the advances you have made for that purpose. 1 received yoor kind 
letter of the 3d instant, and send you enclosed a bill of £100. I mueli 
approve of Mr. Wren's prudent as well as benevolent conduct in the 
disposition of the money, and wish him to continue doing what shall 
appear to him and to yon to he right, which I am persuaded will appear 
the same to me and my colleagues. I beg you will present him, when 
you write, my respectful acknowledgments. 

"2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Cow. 24; 0 tsigylow'a Franklin, 128. 
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Your "earnest caution and request that notUing may ever persuade 
America to throw themselves into the arras of Prance, for that times 
may mend, and that an American must always be a stranger iu Prauee, 
but that (J teat Britain may for ages to come be their home," marks the 
goodness of your heart, your regard for us, and love of your country, 
lint when your nation is hiring all the cut-throats it can collect, of all 
countries and colors, to destroy us, it is hard to persuade us not to ask 
or accept aid from any power that may be prevailed with to grant it; 
and this only from the hope that though jou now thirst for our blood 
and pursue its with fire and sword, you may in some future time treat 
us kindly. This is too mucli patience to be expected of us; indeed, I 
think it is not iu human nature. 

The Americans are received and treated here in France with a cor- 
diality, a respect, and affectum they never experienced iu England 
when they most deserved it; and which is now (after all the pains taken 
to ex us | aerate the English against them and render them odious as well 
as contemptible) less to be expected there than ever. And 1 can not 
see why we may not, upon an alliance, hope for a continuance of it, at 
least as much as the Swiss enjoy, with whom France have maintained a 
faithful friendship for two hundred years past, and whose people appear 
lo live here hi as much esteem as the natives, America has been forced 
and driven, into the arms of France. She was a dutiful and virtuous 
daughter. A cruel mother-in-law turned her out of doors, defamed her, 
and sought her lite. AH the world knows her innocence and takes her 
part, and her friends hope soon to see her honorably married. They 
can never persuade her return and submission to so barbarous an 
enemy. Iu her future prosperity, if she forgets and forgives, it is all 
that can be reasonably expected of her. I believe she will make as 
good and useful a wife as she did a daughter, that her husband will 
love and honor ber, and that the family from which she was so wickedly 
expelled will long regret the loss of her, 

I know not whether a peace with us is desired in England; 1 rather 
think it is not at present, unless ou the old impossible terms of submis- 
sion aud receiving pardon. Whenever you shall he disposed to make 
peace upon equal aud reasonable terms you will find little difficulty if 
you get first an houest ministry. The present have all along acted 
so deceitfully and treacherously, as well as inhumanly, towards the 
America us, that I imagine that the absolute want of all confidence iu 
them wilt make a treaty at present between them aud the Congress 
impracticable. 

The subscription for the prisoners will have excellent effects iu favor 
of England aud Englishmen. The Scotch subscriptions for raising 
troops to destroy us, though amounting lo much greater sums, will not 
do their nation half so much good. If you have an opportunity I wish 
you would express our respectful acknowledgments and thanks to your 
committee aud contributors, whose benefactions will make our poor 
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people as comfortable as their situation can permit. Adieu, my dear 
friend. Accept my thanks for the excellent papers you enclosed to me. 
Your endeavors for peace, though unsuccessful, will always be a comfort 
to you, and in time when this mad war shall bo universally execrated, 
will be a solid addition to your reputation. 

I am ever, with the highest esteem, etc., 

B. Franklin. 

P. S.— An old friend of mine, Mr. Hutton,* a chief of the Moravians, 
who is often at the queen's palace, and is sometimes spoken to by the 
king, was over here lately. He pretended to no commission, but urged 
me much to propose some terms of peace, which I avoided. He has 
written to me since his return pressing the same thing, and expressing 
-with some confidence his opinion that we might have everything short 
of absolute independence, etc. Enclosed I send my answers open, that 
you may read them, and, it' you please, copy, before you deliver or for- 
ward them. They will serve to show you more fully my sentiments, 
though they serve no other purpose. 

B. F. 



A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs, t 

Paris, February 15, 1778. 
Gentlemen: I have before written to you the reason I had to conceive 
that M. de Beau march a is's demands of payment for the supplies fur- 
nished in the Amphitrite, Mercury, and Flammand, are unjust. The 
following testimonial from Count Laurugais will corroborate what I in- 
formed you, relative to his having himself proposed the supplies to me 
as a subsidy from the Court. Mr. Wilkes knows it more accurately, but 
his situation prevents him from giving it under his hand. The ministry, 
as you will see by our joint letter, have often given us to understand 
that we are not to pay for them, yet still M. de B earn n arch ais, with the 
perseverance of such adventurers, persists in his demand. He alleges 
some promise or agreement made with Mr. Deane. 1 should suppose 
Mr. Deane would havo apprised you of it, if any such exists. But cer- 
tainly Dr. Franklin and myself are kept so much in t lie dark about 
the existence of such agreement as to expose us to much unnecessary 
plague from this M.de Beauinareuais, who I can not think has any right 
to make the demand in question 4 A copy of the following declaration 

•See as to Hutton, Introduction, j 201, ami also Fraukliu to Hutton, Feb. 1, 177", 
March 24, 177a. 
1 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coir, 475. 

tMr. Lee eeeiued to be somewhat less certain afterwards, having in the mean 
time conversed repeatedly with M. de HeauiiiarchaiH on the subject. Writing to 
Mr. Pringle, July 4,177!), he says: "1 absolutely do not know wlietlier Ueati- 
ruarcbais Ja right or wrong; and, while it is doubtful, one would not impeach bis 
c baracte r." — Sparks. 

As to the accuracy of Arthur Lee's memory in this matter, see Introduction, § 142. 
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has been given to Count Maurepas, but I have not heard his sentiments 
upon it.* 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur- Lee. 



TESTIMONIAL OF COUNT LAURAGAIS. 

I was present in Mr. Arthur Lee's chamber in the Temple, Loudon, 
some time in the spring of the year 1776, when Oaron de Beau march ais 
made offers to Mr. Lee to send supplies of money and stores, through 
the islands, to the Americans, to the amount of two hundred thousand 
louis d'or, and he said he was authorized to make those proposals by 
the French court. 

Paris, Febr uary 8, 1778. 



Franklin, Deane and Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs. t 

Passy, February 16, 1778. 
Gentlemen : We have now the pleasure of sending you the treaties 
of amity and alliance which Prance completed, after long deliberation, 
and signed the Oth instant. This is an event which will giveour States 
such an appeiiranco of stability as must strengthen our credit, encour- 
age other powers in Europe to ally themselves with us, weaken the 
hopes of our internal as well as our external enemies, fortify our friends 
and bo in mauj other respects so advantageous to us that we congratu- 
late you upon it most heartily. And we flatter ourselves that the Con- 
gress will approve of the terms, and dispatch the ratifications as soon as 
possilde. It is understood that Spain is shortly to accede to the same 
treaties. We have in ours of December 18, mentioned the reasons of 
her delay, which still subsist, but will probably not subsist much longer. 
These treaties continue a secret here, and may do so till the commence- 
ment of the war, which is daily expected. Our little fleet formerly men- 
tioned, which has been long watched and detained in Nantes river by 
the English cruisers off Bel isle, is now on the point of sailing under the 
convoy of a French squadron. As the English are pretty strong in the 
hay, it is probable that their attack and the French defense of our 
ships may be the prelude of a declaration on both sides. 
" Having received part of the 3,000,000 livres we formerly mentioned 
to you, we have furnished Mr. W. Lee and Mr, Izard with 2,000 guiueas 

* See aleo Oil this subject, supra, A, Lee to Committee on Foreign Affairs, October 6, 
1777, note ; and for some further particulars respecting Count Lauragais, see Deane 
to A. Lee, Jnuu 1, 1778, infra. 

i MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 366, with verbal changea ; 2 A. Lee's 
Life, 35. 
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each for the expenses of the missions to Germany and Italy. And as 
we have received intimations from Holland that, the appearance of one 
of us there might at this juncture have good effects, we have resumed 
the purpose formerly communicated to you, and as soon as our treaty 
with France is known and the winter over, probably either Mr. Deaue 
or Mr. Franklin will make a journey thither. 

But as we apprehend it may be known here, by some means or other, 
should wo furnish the expense of these embassies out of the aids re- 
ceived from this court, which we think not reputable to the Congress, 
we must again press you to make us the necessary remittances to re- 
place what we have borrowed from the fund destined for your supplies; 
and particularly we pray more earnestly that you would forward as 
soon as possible the five thousauil hogsheads of tobacco for the Farmers 
General, who will soon be in want of it, and who long since advanced us 
a million far roar use. Our honor is concerned in the fulfillment of this 
contract. 

The seizing and delivering up to the English two prizes taken by 
Captain Babsou, on account of their being illegally entered under a 
false declaration, made a good deal of noise among our people in the 
ports, and gave unfavorable impressions of the friendship of this court, 
which possibly may extend to America. We think it therefore neces- 
sary to inform you that though the confiscation of these prizes on the 
above account is said to be agreeable to the laws here, yet the king, 
after a condemnation, had the power of disposing of the produce for 
what purpose, political or otherwise, be might think proper, and ac- 
cordingly restored it at this juncture, perhaps usefully, to the English 
claimants. Yet, as it is thought a bard case with respect to the captors, 
a beginning is made of indemnification, and we hope on the same prin- 
ciple on which we are to receive soon a part (50,000 livres} we shall be 
able in time to recover the whole. 

We have, to avoid disputes at a particular time, delivered up the 
cargo brought by the Ampkitrite lo M. Beau in arch ais. We hear he has 
sent over a person to demand a great sum of you on account of arms, am- 
munition, etc. We think it will be best for you to leave the demand to 
be settled by us here, as there is a mixture in it of public and private 
concern which you can not so well develop. 

We send you herewith a gre it many newspapers. You will see Lord 
Worth's only answer to our application about the prisoners ; as also the 
success of a subscription set on foot in England by our friends for their 
relief. They are at present pretty comfortably provided for. 

By our late advices from England the ministers began to be alarmed 
for their country, and perhaps for themselves. Some of their emissa- 
ries have been here to sound us, and endeavor to get from some of us 
propositions on which to found a treaty, which we evaded generally, 
as not being empowered to make any; and apprehending withal that 
even reasonable ones proposed by us might be used improperly by the 
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ministry to exasperate, instead of conciliating, the pride of the nation, 
choosing still to consider us as subjects. Many of the speakers in Par- 
liament, of both homes, seem to look upon a French war at this junct- 
ure, when so much of their force is abroad and their public credit so 
shaken, as immediate ruin. And we are assured by the last post, from 
good authority, that even Lord Mansfield, who in the beginning of this 
business was so valiant, spoke lately in private to Lord Camden of the 
absolute necessity of an immediate coalition of parties to prevent the 
great impending danger to the nation from an alliance between the 
house of Bourbon and the Americans, whicb he said he had good in- 
formation was on the point of being concluded. 

We have the honor of being, with the highest esteem, gentlemen, 
your most obedient, humble servants, 

E. Franklin. 
Silas Deank. 
Arthur Lee, 



Isard to Henry Laurens, President of Congress.* 

Paris, February 16, 1778. 

Dear Sir : I mentioned in my last letter what good effects the suc- 
cesses of the American arms have produced here. Nothing could have 
happened more seasonably. Our affairs were in a very unpromising 
state, aud had our military operations failed, our commissioners would 
not have found themselves more acceptable here than at St. James's. 
This, however, affords a very satisfactory reflection to every American 
who loves his country; which is, that she owes her liberty and happi- 
ness to her owu virtuous exertions. 

The commissioners will by this opportunity send to Congress the 
treaty of commerce which was signed here a few days ago. This treaty 
has not been much altered from the one agreed upon by Congress in 
September, 1776, aud transmitted to the commissioners to be proposed 
to the court of France. The principal alteration is that respecting mo- 
lasses. The twelfth article in the orignai treaty requires that " no duty 
shall be imposed on the exportation of molasses from auy of the islands, 
of the most christian kiug in the West Indies to any of the United 
States." When this proposition was made to the French ministry, it 
was objected that this would be laying the king under a disagreeable 
restrain t, and would be, in fact, making him not master in his own do- 
minions; but that the States might he perfectly easy on that point, as 
it was inconsistent with the policy of France ever to lay a duty on mo- 
lasses. One of the commissioners still discovered a great inclination to 
have the article inserted in the treaty, and the ministry, believing, from 
this circumstance, that Congress had made a point of it, thought it a 

* MSS. Dep. of Statft ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Curr. 656, with omiasioua and verba 
changes. 
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good opportunity to secure an exemption from all duty upon tobacco 
exported to every part of tbe French dominions, and proposed it as an 
equivalent. The commissioners objected to any particular article oeing 
selected, lest it might be com plained of as a partiality, and 08'ered to 
exempt from duty not only tobacco, bnl every other production of the 
United States that should be exported to the West Indies, provided 
molasses should be exempted from duty. This was so advantageous a 
proposal, tbatit was immediately accepted by them. 

While this matter was depending, it appeared to me that a very dis- 
advantageous bargain was about to be made on our part, and I did 
everything in my power to prevent it. Mr. Lee, and his brother, who 
is commissioner for the court of Vienna, agreed with uie perfectly in 
opinion. Tbe execution of the treaty being committed entirely to the 
commissioners at this court, neither Mr. William Lee nor I had any vote 
in the business. Dr. Franklin and Mr. Deane continuing determined 
to have the molasses exempted from duty, the article was agreed-to, 
and now forms part of the treaty.* I understand, however, that if 
Congress objects to ifc, there is a verbal promise on the part of France 
that it shall be expunged, 

[I look upon you as my friend, and therefore lay my sentiments freely 
before yon, and confess to you that nothing ever surprised me so much 
in my life as the proceedings of the two eldest commissioners in this 
business. Had they been in politics as infallible as the Pope intends 
to be in matters of religion, they could not have acted in a greater 
degree of confidence; and upon every occasion they seem to consider 
themselves as the only persons interested in the fate of America. This 
conduct in one of the gentlemen astonishes ine, and I can account for it 
no other way than by supposing him under the influence of the other, 
who does not appear to me the best qualified of any man 1 ever saw, 
for the character which he has the honor of filling. Upon my arrival 
here I found a great disuuion among the commissioners, the two eld- 
est constantly taking part against the youngest. This made me con- 
clude that the latter must be to blame, especially as I never, during the 
many years that I have had the pleasure of his acquantanee, heard him 
accounted the mildest or gentlest man in the world. I immediately en- 
deavored to accommodate these differences, but found it impossible. 
Both parties were too firmly convinced of the justice of their own com- 
plaints to take such steps as would put it in tbe power of a- mediator to 
bring about an accommodation ; and as I found that I was laboring in 
vain, I gave up the point. I can not say that Mr, Lee has been entirely 
blameless; but I must do him the justice to say that tbe conduct of tbe 
other gentlemen towards hi in has been unjustifiable, and snch as could 

*Tma, as baa been seen, ia an error, Fraukliti ami Doano having Agreed U> tbe 
change, and the difficult; being technical on the purtof the French miniatur. (Supra, 
Fraiikfiu to Gerard, Fob, 1,1778.1 
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not fail of provoking any man not dead to alt sense of injury. These 
proceedings, together with tlie misconduct of Mr. Morris, the com- 
mercial agent, have been, I am convinced, extremely injurious to our 
affairs, and have tended to lower the Congress in the opinion of the 
French court. Mr. Morris's irregularities however, have carried him 
to the grave. | * 

Mr. Lee has received a commission for the court of Madrid ; and the 
successes of America have once more put the French ministry into good 
humor, so that our affairs will, I hope, now go well. My gout, which 
has been very severe, is a great deal better, and as soon as the weather 
grows a little milder I intend sotting out for Italy. 

[ I shall not be sorry to be separated from the two eldest commis- 
sioners here, whose proceedings I do not approve of. Their situation, 
seems to have intoxicated them; and there is a degree of hauteur aud 
presumption about one of them [Mr. D.] that can not fail of being 
offensive to any gentleman who has business to transact with him. I 
am well aware how fatal it is to have disagreements among those who 
are engaged in the service of the public, aud I have taken great pains 
to avoid them,]* 

Ships have been dispatched to America without the least notice given 
to me that 1 might get my letters ready ; intelligence received from 
Congress, whatever the nature of it, has never been communicated to 
me but by report ; and when the important news of General Burgoyne's 
surrender was received, Dr. Franklin and Mr. Deane dirt not think 
proper to give me any information about it, though I was eouGued 
to my bert. It did not seem rtecent that such an event should be com- 
municated to me from any other quarter. These circumstances you will 
allow to be not very agreeable. 1 was determined, however, not to 
quarrel j it seemed to inc better to bear with them, than to risk an ad- 
dition to those animosities which I have already mentioned, and which 
I am convinced have beeu very prejudicial to our public affairs. That 
there might, however, be no excuse for the continuance of such conduct, 
I wrote a note to Dr. Franklin, appointed an interview, and with studied 
moderation mentioned such parts of his conduct as I disapproved of. 
He acknowledged everything, apologized for everything, and promised 
that in future I should have no reason to complain. He has not thought 
proper to be so good as his word, and his proceedings since have been 
more exceptionable than before. As far as he aud Mr. Deane have had 
it in their power they have concealed from Mr. William Lee and me 
every proceeding respecting the treaty of commerce, which has for some 
time beeu negotiating, and I heartily wish they had carried it through 
without my having occasion to interfere. I thought it my duty so to 
rto, aud have sent you my letter to Dr. Franklin on the subject, with 
Lis trifling answer aud my reply. This is all that has passed between 

* Passages in brackets omitted in Sparks' ed. 
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ns ou the business, and the only satisfaction that 1 have in the matter 
is that the French minister has, in consequence of this correspondence, 
given the verbal promise already mentioned. 

Should Congress be informed by either of the commissioners that 
there would have been danger of the miscarriage of the treaty il l his 
article had not been inserted, you may depend upon it that is not true. 
The ministry were very willing to have the article respecting the mo- 
lasses left out, and likewise I, hat which has been agreed to by the com- 
missioners as an equivalent. The instructions from Congress which 
accompanied the treaty did not authorize them to offer any equiva- 
lent. Congress seemed not to be much interested in the fate of the 
article, and the commissioners, instead of being empowered to offer 
such a sacrifice in favor of the New England provinces, were expressly 
enjoined to give up the article if any objection was made to it; taking 
it for granted, 1 suppose, that it never could enter into the head of a 
Frenchman to lay a duty on a commodity that, without the American 
market, would be totally useless to them. These are the words of their 
instructions : u The eleventh and twelfth articles are to be wai ved if you 
find that the treaty will be interrupted by insisting on them." How 
these gentlemen could take it upon them to act so directly in opposi- 
tion to this instruction I cannot conceive. It is true they were both 
born in New England, but it is not to be supposed that they could be 
so forgetful of their duty to the public as to suffer themselves to be 
biased by any such motives. 

I understand they intend to exert themselves in support of what 
l hey have done, and thai thev ex peel (heir argument* will prevail 
upon Congress to approve of the article. For my part I am convinced 
that the article is Injurious to America, and therefore I have not only 
given myself, but you, a great deal of trouble about it, and bespeak 
attention to it, and hope that if you ajjree with me in opinion, you will 
not only oppose it yourself, but likewise make all the interest you can 
to get it expunged. 

If you are acquainted with Mr. Duer I should be glad that you would 
communicate the contents of this letter to him, as I shall not be able 
to write to him by this opportunity. Everything seems to bear the 
strongest appearance of war in this country, and every Frenchman 
seems to be desirous of it. England on her part is making great prepa- 
rations, and in all likelihood there will be a very bloody contest, as the 
two nations are exasperated against each other to a great degree. 
England entered foolishly into this business at rirst, and she does not 
yet seem perfectly convinced of her error, as she is going to plunge 
deeper into misfortune without men, money, or allies. Russia and 
Portugal are the ouly connections that she has. One ot these powers 
is in such a state as rather to require than afford assistance, and the 
other will have enough upon her hands from the Turks. Holland has 
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manifested very unfriendly dispositions towards tier, and the King of 
Prussia has given the most explicit and unequivocal assurance that he 
will l»e the second power in Europe to acknowledge the independence 
of America. 

The death of the Elector of Bavaria was a eircum stance that occa- 
sioned some alarm here, as it was feared that Prance might be forced 
into a Continental war in support of the succession of the elector pala- 
tine. This, however, in some degree has passed over, and I hope the 
German princes will he left to settle their differences by themselves. 

In one of my letters T informed you that Congress had neglected to 
furnish Mr. William Lee ami me with funds to support us in the char- 
acters they had done us the honor of iuvesting us with. We were 
informed that the commissioners at this court were possessed of a 
very large sum of money belonging to Congress, and therefore applied 
to them for a letter of credit on their banker to the amount of two 
thousand louis d'ors,eaeh of us, on the public account, which they 
gave us. 

[In my former letters to you I desired you to direct yours to me to 
the care of the American commissioner at the court of Prance. The 
contents of this letter will show you the impropriety of such a direc- 
tion. There is another very strong reason why I wish that this may 
not be done; which is, that Mr. Lee assures me he has discovered that 
Ms dispatches to Congress have been opened by one of his colleagues. 
I think you will join me in rejoicing that these gentlemen are soon to 
act in different departments. You will be so good as to address your 
letters to me to the care of Monsieur le Comte de Clouard, line Col- 
bert, a Paris, and they will be forwarded to me into Italy. j* 

You will likewise see how improper it will be for me to depend upon 
these gentlemen for information respecting the proceed iugs of Congress 
and the state of affairs in America. You will, I hope, take care that 
they be regularly transmitted to me, as it will be of great importance 
to me not to be neglected. 

1 am, dear sir, with great, regard, etc., 

Ralph Izard. 



Congress.t 

February 17, 1778. 
Ou motion that the committee for foreign affairs be directedto write 
to the commissioners at Paris, and direct them, upou the application of 
the executive powers of any of these United States, to apply to the court 

* Passage in brackets omitted in Sparks' ed. 
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of France for an extension of tbe leave of absence to such French 
officers as may be employed in the service of such State : 

New Hampshire .. Mr. Frost No No. 

Massachusetts Bay Mr. Lovell - Aye... x. 

Rhode Island Mr. Ellery No.... No. 

Connecticut S **• No U 

j Mr. Huntington Aye.. \ 

I Mr. Witherspoon Aye . . ) 

New Jeraey_ < Mr. Clarke No... >No. 

{ Mr. Sciulder No . > 

t Mr, Roberdoau Aye.. ) 

Pennsylvania.... < Mr. G. Smit.li - Aye.. ^-Aye. 

( Mr. Clingan Aye.. ) 

Delaware . Mr. Mclteati Aye... Aye, 

Maryland { J£ ; ^^Aye. 

Virginia Mr. F. L. Lee Aye... x. 

North Carolina.. Mr. Pen u Aye... Aye. 

South Carolina Mr. Lanrens Aye . Aye. 

\ Mr ; ter:.^::::::::: Z :: I ^ 

So it was resolved in the affirmative. 



Franklin to CusMng,* 

Passy, February 21, 1778. 

Sir: I received your favor by Mr. Austin, with your most agreeable 
congratulations on the success of tbe American amis in tbe nortiieru 
department (Bnrgoyne's surrender). In return, give me leave to con- 
gratulate you on tbe success of our negotiations bere in tbe completion 
of tbe two treaties with bis most cbristian majesty; the one of amity 
and commerce on tbe plan of that proposed by Congress, with some 
good additions; tbe other of alliance for mutual defense, in which tbe 
most christian king agrees to make a common cause with the United 
States if England attempts to obstruct the commerce of his subjects 
with them, and guarantees to the United States their liberty, sover- 
eignty, and independence, absolute and unlimited, with all the posses- 
sions they now have or may have at the conclusion of tbe war, and tbe 
States in return guarantee to him his possessions in the West Intlies, 
The great principle in botli treaties is a perfect equality and reciprocity; 
no advantage to be demanded by France, or privileges in commerce, 
which tbe States may not grant to any and every other nation. 

In short, tbe king has treated with us generously and magnanimously; 
taken no advantage of our present difficulties to exact terms which we 
would not willingly grant when established in prosperity and power. 
I may add that he has acted wisely in wishing the friendship contracted 

"8 KnarW Franklin, '2/19; fi Bigelow's Franklin, 131. 
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by these treaties may be durable, which probably might uot be if a con- 
trary conduct had taken place. 

Several of the American ships, with stores for the Congress, are now 
about sailing under the convoy of a French squadron. England is in 
great consternation, and the minister, on the 17th i us taut, confessing that 
all his measures had been wrong and that peace was necessary, proposed 
two bills for quieting America; but they are full of artifice and deceit, 
and will, I am confident, be treated accordingly by our country. 

I think you must have much satisfaction in so valuable a son, whom 
I wish safe back to you, and am with great esteem, etc., 

B, Franklin. 

P. S. — The treaties were signed by the plenipotentiaries ou both sides 
February G, but are still for some reason kept secret, though soon to 
be published. It is understood that Spain will soon accede to the same. 
The treaties are forwarded to Congress by this conveyance. 



Franklin to A. Lee." 

Passy, February 23, 1778. 

Sir: The enclosed, which yon sent me, contained a letter from Mr. 
Hartley, in which he acquaints me that on the 17th Lord North had 
made his propositions towards a conciliation with America, and a-sked 
leave to bring in two bills, one to renounce all claim of taxation, the 
other to empower commissioners to treat with any persons or bodies of 
men in America on a peace; which was unanimously agreed to. He 
tells me Lord Xorth had expressed to him the strongest desire of ac- 
commodation, and even wished him to come over to Paris and talk witii 
us. Ishould send you the letter, which marks strongly the consternation 
they are in; but, M. Gerard having written a note acquainting Mr. 
Deaue that they had news from England that a treaty was on foot be- 
tween Washington and Howe, and desiring to know if we had any in- 
telligence of it, I wrote the enclosed in answer, and sent Mr. Hartley's 
letter to him, to show that the ministers in England had no such news. 
Mr. Hartley refers me to Mr. Thornton for the titles of the two bills. 

I return Mr, Thornton's letters. 
I am, etc., 

B. Franklin. 



" MSS. Dep'. of State; 6 Bigelow's Fraukliu, 134 ; 8 Sparks' FrankliD, 240. 
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Franklin to Gerard.* 

Passy, February 24, 1778. 
Sir : Understanding that reports have been spread at Versailles of 
treaties on foot in America between the Congress and the English com- 
missioners, or here between us and the English ministry, I send you 
au American newspaper of December 19,t by which you will see, iu 
the passages marked with a pen, in what mauuer such reports and those 
who occasion them are treated there, I send you also the only corre- 
spondence I have bad which has any relation to the same subject here, 
that you may judge of the credit due to such reports. 



I have, etc 



B. Franklin, 



Franklin to Gerard.* 

Passy, February 25, 1778. 
SiR: I received last night the enclosed letter from a member of Par- 
liament and the two frivolous bills which the ministry iu their present 
consternation have thought fit to propose, with a view to support their 
public credit a little longer at home and to amuse and divide, if pos- 
sible, our people iu America. Yon will see that they have dispatched 
a frigate with the news, but I hope yours from Bordeaux will arrive 
first. 

I wish to have the original letters again when you have perused them. 
I have, etc., 

B. Franklin. 



Franklin to Hartley * 

Passy, February 26, 1778. 

Dear Sir: I received yours of the 18th and 20th of this month, with 
Lord North's proposed bills. The more I see of the ideas and projects 
of your ministry, and their little arts and schemes of amusing and 
dividing us, the more I admire the prudent, manly, and magnanimous 
propositions contained in your intended motion for au address to the 
king. What reliance can we have on an act expressing itself to be 
only a declaratiou of the intention of Parliament concerning the exercise 
of the rigiit of imposing taxes iu America, when in the bill itself, as well 
as iu the title, a right is supposed and claimed which never existed; 

* 6 Bigelow's Krauklin, 135, 

t Tliis document, from tbe Freucb ministry of foreign affairs, ia thus endorsed : 
"Enclosing IiuSepeudeutCbrouicle, Boston, ID Dee., 1777." (Bigelow.) Tbe letter is 
referred to Ijy Franklin to A. Lee, Feb. 23, 177*, nupra. 

; (j Bigelow':i Franklin, 13<i. 
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and a present intention only is declared not to use it, which may be 
changed by aD other act next session, with a preamble that, this inten- 
tion being found expedient, it is thought proper to repeal this act, and 
resume the exercise of the right in its full extent. If any solid permanent 
benefit was intended by this, why is it confined to the Colonies of North 
America, and not extended to the loyal ones in the sugar islands ? But 
it is now needless to criticise, as all acts that suppose your future gov- 
ernment of the Colonies can be. no longer significant. 

In the act for appointing commissioners, instead of full powers to 
agree upon terms of peace and friendship, with a promise of ratifying 
such treaty as they shall make in pursuance of those powers, it is de- 
clared that tlieir agreements shall have no force nor effect, nor be carried 
ioto execution, till approved of by Parliament; so that everything of 
importance will be uu certain. But they are allowed to proclaim a ces- 
sation of arms, and revoke their proclamation as soon as, in consequence 
of it, our militia have been allowed to go home ; they may suspend the 
operation of acts prohibiting trade, aud take off that suspension when 
our merchants, in consequence of it, have been induced to send their 
ships to sea; in short, they may do everything that can have a tendency 
to divide and distract ns, but nothing that can afford us security. In- 
deed, sir, your ministers do not know ns. We may not be quite so cun- 
ning as they, but we have really more sense, as well as more courage, 
than they have ever been willing to give us credit for; and I am per- 
suaded these acts will rather obstruct peace than promote it, and that 
they will not auswer in America the mischievous and malevolent ends 
for which they were intended. In England they may indeed amuse the 
public creditors, give hopes and expectations that shall be of some 
present use, and continue the mismauagers a little longer in their 
places. Voila tout! 

In return for your repeated advice to us not to conclude any treaty 
with the house, of Bourbon, permit me to give (through you) a little 
advice to the whigs in England. Let nothing induce them to join with 
the tories in supporting and continuing this wicked war against the 
whigs of America, whose assistance they may hereafter want to secure 
their own liberties, or whose country they may be glad to retire to for 
the enjoyment of them. 

If peace, by a treaty with America upon equal terms, were really 
desired, your commissioners need not go there for it ; supposing, as by 
the bill they are empowered "to treat with such person or persons as 
in their wisdom and discretion they shall think meet," they should hap- 
pen to conceive that the commissioners of Che Congress at Paris might 
be included in that description. 
I am ever, dear sir, etc., 

B. Franklin. 

P. S. — Seriously, on further thoughts, I am of opinion, that if wise 
and honest men, such as Sir George Saville, the Bishop of St. Asaph, 
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and yourself, were to come over here immediately with powers to treat, 
you might not only obtain peace witb America, but prevent it war witb 
France. 



A. Lee to Franklin and Deane.* 

Chaillot, February 20, 1778, 
Gentlemen: The return of oar dispatches by Mr. Simeon Deano 
appears to me to be an event from which great public consequences 
may flow, i therefore feel it the more, extraordinary that you should 
have taken any steps in it without a consultation with me. And this 
more especially after I have so lately remonstrated against a similar 
conduct I was silent upon it to-day when Dr. Franklin mentioned 
that Mr. Deane was gone upon this business to Versailles without my 
knowledge, not because I did not feel the impropriety of it, but because 
I do, and have always wished, to avoid the indecency of a personal 
altercation. 

In my judgment the failure of our dispatches is an event whicli will 
warrant our desire to be immediately acknowledged by this court; and 
such acknowledgment will have a powerful effect in preventing the 
success of the overtures from England and securing the peace and in- 
dependency of America. The strong impression of the unfavorable 
disposition of this court towards us, which former proceedings made on 
every mind, will reach America by a thousand channels. Our contra- 
diction of it being unfortunately frustrated, will possibly commit our 
countrymen into measures which a knowledge of the true state of 
tilings would have prevented. A public acknowledgment of us would 
reach America by numberless ways, and give them a decided proof of 
the sincerity and determination of France. Our dispatches are a pri- 
vate aud single channel, aud may fail or arrive too late. Witb respect 
to us, the covert proceedings of France leaves them too much at liberty 
to renounce us on any unfortunate event, aud is a situation in which I 
think it neither for our honor nor safety to remain. These are senti- 
ments which I submit to your better judgment, and beg wc may have 
a consultation on the subject as soon as possible. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin and Deane to A. Lee.t 



PASSY, February 27, 1778. 
Sffi: The greater the public consequences that may flow from the re- 
turn of our dispatches, the more necessary it seemed the court should be 
be immediately acquainted with it, that the miscarriage might as soon as 

' MSS. Dep. of Sta.t« ; 1 Sparke' Dip, Rev. Corr. 476. t Ibid. 477 
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possible be repaired. It was near nine at night when the news arrived, 
and Mr. Deane set out immediately. If we could have imagined it 
necessary to have a consultation with yon ou so plain a case, it would 
necessarily have occasioned a delay of that important business till the 
next day. He has been at Versailles, and obtained an order for another 
and larger frigate, and an express to be immediately sent off carrying 
that order, that she may be ready. We think that Mr. Deane deserves 
your thanks, and that neither of us deserves your censure. We are at 
present both engaged in copying the treaties, which will employ us 
closely till Sunday. After they are gone, we shall be ready to enter 
into the consultation you propose relating to our being publicly acknowl- 
edged here. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 



Franklin, Dean and Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs." 

Passy, February 28, 1778. 

Gentlemen: Our dispatches of December 18, which would have 
acquainted you with the state of our affairs here and onr expectations 
of a speedy conclusion of the treaties with this court, are unfortunately 
returned, the French man-of-war which went on purpose to carry them 
having met with some disasters at sea, which obliged her to put back 
after a long straggle of six weeks against contrary winds. We now 
have obtained another ship to sail with them immediately aud with 
onr fresh dispatches, containing the treaties themselves, which were 
happily concluded and signed the 6th instant, though hitherto, for some 
political reasons, kept a secret from the public. 

The English Parliament adjourned iu December for six weeks. Dur- 
ing that time their ministers strained every nerve to raise men for their 
armies, intending to continue the war with vigor. Subscriptions were 
set ou foot to aid Government in the expense, and they flattered them- 
selves with being able to enlist teu thousand volunteers; but whether 
they found this impracticable, or were discouraged by later accounts 
from America, or had some intimations of our treaties here, their vaunts 
and threats are suddenly abated, and on the 17th Lord North made a 
long discourse, acknowledging the errors of their former conduct in the 
war with America, and proposing to obtain peace by the means of two 
bills, of which we enclose copies. 

We make no remark on these bills. The judgment of the Congress 
cau be at no loss in determining on the conduct necessary to be held 
with regard to them ; and we are confident that they will not answer 
the purpose of dividing in order to subjugate, for which they are evi. 
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deutly iutended. Our States have now a solid Support for their liberty 
ami independence iu their alliance with France, which will he certainly 
followed by that of Spain and the whole house of Bourbon, and prob- 
ably by that of Holland and the other powers of Europe, who are inter- 
ested in the freedom of commerce and in keeping down the power of 
Britain. Our people are happy iu the enjoyment of their new consti- 
tutions of government, and will be so in their extended trade ami navi- 
gation, unfettered by English arts and custom -bouse officers. They 
will now never relish the Egyptian bondage from which they have so 
happily escaped. A long peace will probably he the consequence of 
their separation from England, as tbey hare no cause of quarrel with 
other nations; an immediate war with France and Spain, if they joiD 
again England, and a share in all her future wars, her debts, and her 
crimes. We are, therefore, persuaded that their commissioners will 
be soon dismissed, if at all received; for the sooner the decided part 
taken by Congress is known iu Europe the more extended and stable 
will be their credit, and their conventions with other powers more easy 
to make and more advantageous. 

Americans are everywhere in France treated with respect and every 
appearance of affection. We thiitk it would be well to advise our peo- 
ple in all parts of America to imitate this conduct with regard to the 
French who may happen to beainoug us. Every means should be used 
to remove ancient prejudices, and cultivate a friendship that must be 
so useful to both nations. Some transactions here during the last four 
or five mouths, in the rigorous observance of treaties, with regard to 
the equipments of our armed vessels in the ports and the selling of one 
prizes, have uo doubt made ill impressions on the minds of our seameu 
and traders relative to the friendship of this court. We were then 
obliged to observe a secrecy which prevented our removing those preju- 
dices, by acquainting our people with the substantial aids Franco was 
privately affording us; and we must continue in the same situation 1 ill 
it is thought fit to publish the treaties. But we can, with pleasure, 
now acquaint you that we have, obtained full satisfaction, viz, 400,000 
livres, for the owners of the prizes confiscated here for a breach of the 
laws by a false declaration (they being entered as coming from Eusta- 
tia), and the payment will be made to the owners iu America; we 
mean the prizes taken by Captains Babsou and Hendricks, in the Bos- 
ton and Hancock privateers, which prizes, after confiscation, were, 
from reasons of state, restored to the English This is a fresh proof of 
the good- will and generosity of this court and their determination to 
cultivate the friendship of America. 

The preparations for war continue in the ports with the utmost in- 
dustry; and troops are marching daily to the sea-coasts, where three 
camps are to be formed. As France is determined to protect her com- 
merce with us, a war is deemed inevitable. 

' Mr. William Lee, we suppose, acquaints you with the decease of Mr 
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Morris, his colleague in the commercial agency. On our application to 
the ministry, an order was obtained to put Mr. Lee in possession of his 
papers. If that department has been found useful, and likely to con- 
tinue so, you will no doubt appoint one or more persons to take care of 
the business, as Mr. Lee has now another destination. Perhaps the gen- 
era! commerce, likely to be soon opened between Europe and America, 
may render such an appointment unnecessary. 

We would just add, for the consideration of Congress, whether, con- 
sidering the mention of Bermudas in one of the articles, it may not be 
well to take possession, with the consent of the inhabitants of that 
island, and fortify the same as soon as possible, and also to reduce 
some, or all, of the English fishing posts in or near Newfoundland. 
We have the honor to be, etc,, 

B. Franklin. 
Silas Deane. 
Arthur Lee. 



A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs." 

Paris, February 28, 1778. 

Gentlemen: Our joint dispatches of the USth of December, 1777, 
informed you that Spain had promised us three millions of livres, to be 
remitted to you in specie, through the Havana. This information we 
had through the French court. We have since been informed, thr ough 
the same channel, that it would be paid to our banker here in quarterly 
payments. Of this I apprised you in my letter of the 15th of January, 
1778. Finding, however, that no payment was made, 1 applied lately 
to the Spanish ambassador here for an explanation. From him I 
learned that, by order of his court, he had informed the court of 
France that such a sum should be furnished for your use, but in what 
manner he was not instructed, nor had he received any further com- 
munication on the subject. He promised to transmit my application 
to his court without delay. 

The balancing conduct which these courts have, until very lately, 
held towards us, has involved us inevitably in coutiuual contradictious 
and disappointments. It is in this respect fortunate that so many of 
our dispatches have miscarried, otherwise you would have been equally 
vexed, embarrassed, and disappointed. 

The chief reason that induced Spain to temporize subsists still, ex- 
cept the war with Portugal, which is happily concluded by her acces- 
sion to the family compact. Our general dispatches will convey to you 
the bills, as they are now passing in tiie Parliament of Great Britain, 
for appointing commissioners to negotiate with their deluded, subjects, 
and declaring in what manner they will be graciously pleased tu exercise in 
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future their right of taxing us. Tt would not be doing justice to these 
bills to attempt any comment upou them — they speak for themselves, 
and loudly, too. But the ministers of England give out that they have 
dispatched half a million of guineas to pave the way to a favorable 
acceptance of their propositions. And I know from the best authority 
here that they have assured Count Maurepas of their being secure of 
a majority in Congress. By such arts do they endeavor to [cover their 
nakedness ami J* sustain their desperate cause. France has done us 
substantial benefits; Great Britain substantial injuries. France offers 
to guaranty our sovereignty, and universal freedom of commerce; 
Great Brituiu condescends to accept of our submission, and to monop- 
olize our commerce. France demands of us to be independent; Great 
Britain tributary. 1 do not comprehend how there can be a mind so 
debased, or an understanding so perverted, as to balance between them. 

The journeys I have made, both north and south, in the public service, 
have given me an opportunity of knowing the genera! disposition of 
Europe upon our question. There never was one in which the harmony 
of opinion was so universal; from the prince to the peasant there is 
but one voice, one wish — the liberty of America, and the humiliation 
of Great Britain. 

The troubles which the death of the elector of Bavaria was likely 
to excite in Germany seemed to have subsided, when, of late, the move- 
ments of the King of Prussia threaten to excite a general war. Great 
Britain, whose expiring hope sustains itself on every straw, finds com- 
fort in the expectation that this will involve France, and divert her 
from engaging in our war. But, in my judgment, it is much more 
likely to operate against her in Russia, than against us in France. 

I beg the favor of having my duty laid before Congress, and have 
the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



W . Lee to the President of Congress. 

Paris, February 28, 1778. 
StR : The unexpected return of Mr. Simeon Deaue gives me the op- 
portunity of enclosing you a copy of my last, which went by an express 
from Spain, to which be pleased to refer. I should before this have set 
off for Vienna, but the commissioners at this court have not yet found 
time to attend where the papers relative to the commercial concerns of 
Congress are taken from the private papers of the Jate Mr. Thomas 
Morris, as Mr. Deane's card of this date (a copy of which is inclosed) 
will show. As soon as that business is liuished, I shall immediately 
set out to execute your commands in Germany, where, I am sorry to in- 

*Worda iu brackets omitted in Spark*' etl. 
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form you, that there is now appearances of an approaching rupture be- 
tween the Emperor and King of Prussia, relative to the possession of 
the late elector of Bavaria's estates. The elector Palatine, who is the 
rightful heir, has agreed by treaty, signed the 12th ultimo, between him 
and the emperor, on the division of the Bavarian estates; but the King 
of Prussia is not satisfied, because he has not a share. He has, there- 
fore, commenced a negotiation with Great Britain and the princes in 
Germany to support his pretensions to some parts of Germany, founded 
on claims of right that go several generations back. Great Brit- 
ain, you may be sure, will instigate him to go on, because, if war en- 
sues, France will probably take part with the emperor, which will ren- 
der their meditated attack ou her more likely to succeed ; but I still 
hope peace will be inaiutaiued by negotiation in that quarter. 

The British ministry are now fairly pushed to the wall ; after exert- 
ing every effort to procure men for the ensuing campaign, both at home 
and abroad, and finding it impracticable anywhere, so odious are they 
and their measures, they bave recourse to acts of Parliament, which 
are so presump tubus and treacherous that it is hardly possible to say 
in which they excel. You will have the two bills by this conveyance, 
which are too plain to be misunderstood by any one who knows the 
trainers ; therefore, shall only obser ve that by the first the right of tax- 
ing you is explicitly enacted, though suspended for the present, which 
is going something further than the declaratory act, for by that the 
right ot taxation was only implied. By the second bill, the commis- 
sioners are vested with lull powers to do all possible mischief to you, 
and no possible good until it is confirmed by Parliament. Under these 
circumstances 1 do not well see how any treaty cau be commenced, nor 
perhaps will it be prudent, in the moment of their weakness and dis- 
tress, to agree to a cessation of hosti l ities by land, unless your enemies 
will remove all their troops to Europe. [The ministerialists give out 
that their confidence is more on the guineas they send out than on their 
troops, and indeed one of the commissioners, viz, Hans Staoley, that 
they talk of sending over, has as mueh practical knowledge in the art 
of corruption and bribery as any man in England, without disparage- 
ment of the abilities in that way of Mr. Stracbey, secretary to the pres- 
ent commission with you. 1 conceive that their arts and their arms 
will be equally successful].* 

The situation of Spain, her millions being yet on the sea, and the cir- 
cumstances iu Germany before mentioned, I believe induce this court 
still to continue the injunctions of secrecy relative to the treaties; but 
if war is not declared before, I do not see how it cau be avoided as soon 
as you publisb them, which I suppose will be done as soon as they 
come to band ; at least such parts as will announce the fact to the 
world iu such a manner tbat it .-innot be doubted, 
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The number of French troops that aro now ou the co;ist In BrftttWij 
and Normandy, with the powerful naval preparations both in this coun- 
try and Spain, would effectually prevent Great Britain from sending 
any more troops to America this year even if she could get them. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

William Lee, 



Saturday Morning. 
Mr. Deane presents his compliments to Mr. Lee: As to-morrow is 
fixed by the minister for sending off the despatches, it will be impossi- 
ble for him to attend the examination of Mr. Morris's papers before tlie 
setting oft' of his brother. As Mr. Deane had the honor of mentioning 
before, it shall be his first business after the despatches are gone. 



Novell, for Committee of Foreign Affairs, to Bingham." 

York, March 2, 1778. 

Sir : The committee of secret correspondence, which almost a year 
ago was denominated the "committee for foreign affairs," stands 
indebted to yon for many letters, both of interesting advice and 
ingenious political speculation. Happening to be the only member of 
that committee at present in Yorktown, 1 now take up my pen, not to 
form apologies for their long past silence, so much as to make a begin- 
ning of the act of justice due to you. i really fear that the collected 
ingenuity of the members will be put to it to offer, for a main excuse, 
anything better than that they relied upon your gettiug frequent 
intelligence of the state of our affairs from the commercial committee- 
In short, sir, I am so deeply concerned with the gentlemen in this 
affair, that 1 know what they ought to do ; and I am so well acquainted 
with their just manner of thiukiug, that I will venture to confess, in 
their name, that their past omission of corresponding with you is, in a 
considerable measure, unaccountable. It is certainly better to step 
forward towards a man of candor in the straight line of honest confes- 
sion than in the zigzag track of awkward apology. 

Your letters, exclusive of their intrinsic merit, have been more par- 
ticularly acceptable to Congress from the circumstance of our having 
been deprived of the satisfaction of receiving intelligence from the 
hands of our commissioners in Paris since May of last year. Besides 
those of their dispatches which have been lost at sea, we know one has 
been examined and culled by some perfidious villain, who substituted 
plain sheets of paper for the real letters of our friends. This was 
probably done in Europe, before the bearer of it, a Capt. John Kolger, 
embarked with it for America. 

* MSS. Dep. of State: 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Corr.,371, with verbal changes, 
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Tour ideas of the policy of the court of Versailles .appear quite just, 
from the corroborating testimony of whatever information we eau col- 
lect in any way. 

The course of Gazettes which accompany this will so welt communi- 
cate our borne affairs, that I shall not enlarge upon them. 1 will only 
say, in brief, that you may rest assured independence is so absolutely 
adopted by America as to leave uo hope for Britain that we shall ever 
relinquish our claim. It must, therefore, be only to delude her own 
islanders and neighbors that she pretends to expect the contrary. 

In addition to the misfortune which you mention respecting the Lex- 
ington, we 'are told of a greater, and one which will more intimately 
affect you, respecting the Reprisal, which is said to have foundered on 
the 1st of October. Your acquaintance with Captain Wickes will lead 
you to lament greatly the loss of so valuable au officer and so worthy 
■ i man. I euclose you a list of your letters as they came to hand, both 
for your own satisfaction and to command your belief of my regard for 
you as a faithful correspondiug agent, and of my professions of being, 
sir etc., 

James Lovell, 
For the Committee of Foreign A ffairs. 



Franklin to Hartley. " 

Passy, March 12, 1778. 

Dear Sir: In the pamphlets you were so kind as to lend me there 
is one important fact misstated, apparently from the writer's not hav- 
ing been furnished with good information; it is the transaction between 
Mr. Grcnville and the Colonies, wherein he understands that Mr. Greu- 
ville demanded of them a specific sum; that they refused to grant any- 
thing, and that it was on 'their refusal only that he made the motion for 
the stamp act. No one of these particulars is true. The fact was this: 
Some time in the winter of 1763-4 Mr. Crenville called together the 
agents of the several Colonies, and told them that he proposed to draw 
a revenue from America, and to that end his intention was to levy a 
stamp duty on the Colonies by act of Parliament in the ensuing session, 
of which he thought it lit that they should be immediately acquainted, 
that they might have time to consider, and if any other duty equally pro- 
ductive would be more agreeable to them, they might let him know it. 
The agents were therefore directed to write this to their respective as- 
semblies and communicate to him the answers they should receive. 
The agents wrote accordingly. 

[ was a member of the assembly of Pennsylvania when this notifica- 
tion came to hand. The observations there made upou it were, that 

•Franklin MSS., Dep. oC State ; 6 Bigelow's Fraukliu, 142. 
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the ancient established ami regular method of drawing aids from the 
Colonies was this: The occasion was always livst considered by their 
sovereign in his privy council, by whose sage advice he directed Ids 
secretary of state to write circular letters to the several governors, who 
were directed to lay them before their assemblies. In those letters the 
occasion was explained to their satisfaction with gracious expressions 
of his majesty's confidence in their known duty and affection, on which 
he relied, that they would grant such sums as should be suitable to 
their abilities, loyalty, and zeal for his service. That the Colonies had 
always granted liberally on such requisitions, and so liberally during 
the late war, that the king, sensible they had granted much* more than 
their proportion, iiad recommended it to Parliament five years succes- 
sively to make them some compensation, and the Parliament accord- 
ingly returned them £'200,000 a year, to be divided among them. That 
the proposition of taxing them in Parliament was therefore both cruel 
and unjust. That by the constitution of the Colonies their business was 
with the king; in matters of aid, they bad nothiug to do with any finan- 
cier, nor he with them; nor were the agents the proper channels 
through which requisitions should be made. It was therefore improper 
for them to enter into any stipulation or make any proposition to Mr. 
Grenville about laying taxeson their constituents by Parliament, which 
had realty no right at all to tax them, especially as the notice he had 
sent t hem did not appear to be by the king's order and perhaps was with- 
out his knowledge, as the king, when be would obtain anything from 
thcni, always accompanied his requisition with good words ; but this 
gentleman, instead of a decent demand, sent them a menace, that they 
should certainly be taxed, and only left them the choice of the manner. 
But, all this notwithstanding, they were so far from refusing to grant 
money, that they resolved to the following purport: "That they always 
had, so they always should, think it their duty to grant aid to the crown, 
according to their abilities, whenever required of them in the usual con- 
stitutional manner." I went soon after to England and took with me 
an authentic copy of this resolution, which I presented to Mr. Grenville 
before he brought in the stamp act. I asserted in the House of Com- 
mons {Mr. Grenville being present) that I had done so, and be did not 
deny it. Other colonies made si miliar resolutions. And had Mr. Gren- 
ville, instead of that act, applied to the king in council for such requisi- 
tion^ letters to be circulated by the secretary of state, I am sure he 
woidt! have obtained wore money from the Colonies by their voluntary 
grants than be himself expected from bis stamps. But he chose 
compulsion rather than persuasion, and would not receive from their 
good will what he thought he could obtain without it. And thus the 
golden bridge which the ingenious author thinks the Americans un- 
wisely and unbecomingly refused to hold out to the minister and Parlia- 
ment was actually held oat to them, but they refused to walk over it 
Th is is the true history of that transaction, and as it is probable there 
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may be another edition of that excellent pamphlet, I wish this may be 
communicated to the candid author, who 1 doubt not will correct that 
error. 

I am ever, etc., 

B. Franklin. 



Franklin to A, Lee."" 

Passy, March 17, 1778. 

Dear Sir: One of Messrs. Beaumann, of Bordeaux, some time since 
told me that they intended to send a packet every month to America, 
on ttieir own account, they having great concerns there. He offered, 
indeed, to carry our despatches ; but as at this distance we could not 
know the captains, nor the degree of confidence that might be placed 
in them, and having other conveyances, I have not yet seen occasion to 
make use of that offer. These are the packets I mentioned to the gen- 
tleman as likely lo afford htm the. convenience of a passage, and he 
understood more than I said to him when he imagined there was a 
packet to sail soon with our despatches. 1 know of no such thing pro- 
posed; and certainly, if it hud been proposed by nie or with my know- 
ledge, I should have acquainted you with it. 

A gentleman lately arrived from Boston has presented for accept- 
ance bills drawn on us by Mr. Hancoek, as the President of the Con- 
gress, for about 1SO,000 livres. I have also received a letter mention- 
ing that other bills are drawn on us by Mr. Laurens, the present Presi- 
dent, of which an account is promised in a future letter, this not giv- 
ing the amounts, but only directing us to accept them when they ap- 
pear. The 180,000 livres are an old debt contracted by our army in 
Canada, and not for interest of money. What the others are I know 
not j and I can uot conceive what encouragement the Congress could 
have had from any of us to draw on us for anything but that interest. 
I suppose their difficulties have compelled them to it. I see we shall 
lie distressed here by these proceedings, and 1 want to consult with you 
about the means of paying the bills. 

If you will name an hour when you shall be at leisure to-day 1 will 
call upon you. 

I have the honor to be, sir, etc., 

B. Franklin. 



"8 Sparks' Franklin, 21H; (j Bigelow'a Franklin, 145. 
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Gerard to the Commissioners at Paris." 

[Translation.] 

Versailles, Ufarch 17, 1778. 

Gentlemen : I am charged to acquaint you that you will be pre- 
sented to tbe Uiug next Friday, if you will have the goodness to render 
yourselves here at 10 o'clock iu the morning. Count de Vergennes 
hopes you will do hiui the honor to dine with hi in on the same day. 

I have the houor to be, with high consideration, etc, 

Gerard, t 



A Lee to the President of Congress, t 

Paris, March 19, 1778. 

Dear Sir: I congratulate our country on your filling so distin- 
guished aud important an office in her service. Her prosperity will 
always depend upon the wisdom of her choice. § 

Before this can reach you the treaties concluded here must have ar- 
rived. I am sensible they will admit of very useful additions. But we 
were bound by the plan given us for the one ; and by the critical situ- 
ation of affairs, admitting of no delay, iu tbe other. These things being 
considered, I hope what defects are found will be excused. 

It is altogether uncertain when it will be convenient for Spain to ac- 
cede to tbe alliance; audi am apprehensive that the war, which is 
likely to break out iu Germany, will prevent tbe King of Prussia from 
declaring so soon, and so decidedly, as he promised. The court of 
Spain will, i apprehend, make some difficulties about settling the 
dividing line between their possessions and those of the United States. 
They wish to have the cession of Pensacola. 1 have written for, and 
hope to have, the instructions of Congress on this bead. If anything 
should strike you on the subject, the communication of it will infinitely 
oblige me. The high opinion I have of your abilities and zeal for the 
public good will always render your advice a favor to me ; and the 
acquaintance 1 have had the honor of having with you makes me hope 
I may ask it without offense. I beg to be remembered to your son, and 

" 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 273. 

t Vergennes, from deference to Spain, as well as from a desire to provoke England 
as little as possible, made tbe reception as quiet as he conid. Arandu, in bis des- 
patch of March 23, tells his government tliat tbe American deputies were presented 
in this capacity to his majesty on the 20th, but without the ceremony of accredited 
ambassadors ; they dined with the secretary of state, and their presentation is in 
the Gazette of to-day. (3 Doniol, (i. ) 

1 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 479, 

{This letter is directed to Henry Laurens, who had recently been chosen President 
of Congress. — Sparks, 



MARCH 23, 1778. 



517 



have the honor to he, with the greatest esteem and respect, dear sir, 
your most ohedient servant, 

Aethur Lee. 

P. S. — To-morrow we are to be presented to the King of France, and 
the English ambassador quits this court without taking leave. War 
must immediately be the consequence, as these movements have been 
determined on from the treaty of amity and commerce which we have 
concluded with this court having been announced in form to that of 
London. The consequence of this, in relieving onr country from the 
chief weight of the war, can not but follow, and therefore I congratu- 
late you upon it most sincerely. In my judgment a year or two 
must reduce Great Britain to any terms the allies may think proper to 
demand. 



W. Lee to the President of Congress." 

Paris, March 23, 177S. 
Sir : To the inclosed copy of my last be pleased to refer. I have the 
pleasing satisfaction of congratulating you and my country on the 
independency of the thirteen United States of America being now 
openly acknowledged by the court of France, which must soon put a 
glorious end to all our troubles. About fourteen days ago the French 
minister in Loudon formally avowed to the British ministry the treaty 
which his most christian majesty had made with you, and on the 20th 
instant your commissioners were, in form, introduced to the king and 
his ministers at Versailles, as the representatives of sovereign States, 
and on Sunday last they were introduced to the queen and all the royal 
family. 

The British ministry, as usual, have blustered a good deal, but have 
not yet ventured to declare war, that we know of. If they do, our busi- 
ness may the sooner and better be finished. I set off to-morrow for 
Germany, where the prospect of a war between Austria and Prussia 
seems to thicken, although this court uses all its influence to prevent 
one, and has explicitly declared to both parties that she will not in any 
manner aid or assist either side, as she is determined to exert all her 
fo rce i u s u p p or ti u g h e r u e w a 1 1 i a n ce w i th th e Sta tes of Ameri ca . I h a ve 
already claimed the King of Prussia's promise to acknowledge our 
independence as soon as France has done so; his auswer I shall meet 
iu Germany, and, as far as one can judge at present, there is a greater 
probability of my being sooner openly received at Berlin than at Vienna; 
but on this head, and at this critical moment, it is impossible for any 
man in the world to form a decisive opiniou, because the issue will 
depend on events that are yet in the womb of time; therefore, all that 
in prudence for me to do is, on the spot, to seize the first opening that 
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is made on either side in our favor; and shall take care to give you the 
earliest intelligence of every thing material that occurs in my depart- 
ment. 

I have the honor to remain, etc., 

William Lee. 



Lovell, for Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners at Paris.' 

YORK, March 24, 1778. 
Gentlemen : I can not consent to omit this opportunity of addressing 
a few lines to you, though the state of our military operations affords 
nothing material. 

The manners of the continent are too much affected by the deprecia- 
tion of our currency ; scarce an ofireer, civil or military, but feels some- 
thing of a desire to be concerned in mercantile speculation, from find- 
ing that his salary is inadequate to the harpy demands which arc made 
upon him for the necessaries of life, and from observing that but little 
skill is necessary to constitute one of the merchants of these days. 
We are almost a continental trine of Jews; but I hope Heaven has not 
yet discovered such a settled profligacy in us as to cast us oft' even for 
a year. Backward as we may be at this moment in our preparations, 
the enemy is uot in a condition to expect more success in the coming than 
iu former campaigns. We have the debates of the British Parliament 
to December 5, and perceive that the old game is playing, called reeon- 
ciliatiou. Depend upon it, they are duping themselves only. 

Yesterday a private letter from Dr. Franklin, dated October 7, was 
presented, containing the only political intelligence which Folger 
brought safe with him, viz: "Our affairs, so far as relates to this coun- 
try, are every day more promising." This, with a letter from Mr. Bar- 
nabas Deane, who tells us his brother apologized for his brevity, by 
saying he was "sending an important packet to Congress," is all the 
explanation we have of the nature of your despatches, of which we were 
robbed. I enclose a list, by which you will see the breaks in your cor- 
respondence. I send a pamphlet, which contains, I hope, the general 
ideas of America iu regard to what Britain may be tempted, tbolisbly, 
to call her successes. 

We think it strange that the commissioners did not jointly write by 
M. tie Franey, considering the very important designs of his coming 
over to settle the mode of payment for the past cargoes sent by Kod- 
erique Hortalez & Co., and to make contracts for the future. It is cer- 
tain that much eclaircissement is at this late moment wanting. But I 
dare uot enlarge, for fear of losing this sudden good opportunity. 

I therefore close, with assurances of the most affectionate respect, gen- 
tlemen, your very humble servant, 

James Lovell, 
For the Committee of Foreign Affairs. 

"MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rut. Corr. <273. 
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Franklin to Hutton. 

Passy, March 24, 1778. 
My dear old friend was iu the right not " to call iu question the sincer- 
ity of my words, where I say, February tbe 12tb, ice can treat if any -propo- 
sitions are made to us. " They were true then, and are so still, if Britain 
has not declared war witfi France; for iu that case we shall, undoubt- 
edly, think ourselves obliged to continue tbe war as loug as she does. 
But uiethinks you should have taken us at our word, and have sent im- 
mediately your propositions in order to prevent such a war, if you did 
not choose it. Still I conceive it would be well to do it, if you have 
not already rashly begun the war. Assure yourself, nobody more sin- 
cerely wishes perpetual peace among men than I do ; but there is a 
prior wish, that they would be equitable and just; otherwise such 
pea",e is not possible, and, indeed, wicked men have no right to expect it, 
Adieu! I am ever yours, most affectionately, 

B. Franklin. 



Vergennes to the President of Congress.t 

[Translation. ] 

Versailles, March 25, 1778. 
Sir: Mr. Deane being about to return to America, I embrace the oc- 
casion with pleasure to give my testimony to tbe zeal, activity, ahd 
intelligence with which he has conducted the interests of the United 
States, by which he has merited the esteem of the king, my master, 
and for which bis majesty has been pleased to give him marks of his 
satisfaction. Mr. Deauo will be able to inform Congress of the dispo- 
sition of the king toward the United States. The engagements formed 
with his majesty will doubtless satisfy their wishes; the king, on his 
part, is not only convinced that they are founded on principles unalter- 
able, but also that they will contribute to the happiness of both nations. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Vergennes, 



Vergennes to Deane.t 
[Translation.] 

Versailles, March 2f>, 1778. 
As I am not, sir f to have the honor of seeing you again before your 
departure, I pray you to receive here my wishes that your voyage may 
be short and happy, and that you may find in your own country the 

"2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Con-. SS ; (i Bigelow's Franklin, 14fi. Sfo »nj>ru, franklin to 
Hutton, February 1, 1779; and as to Hutton, see introduction, $ 201, 
1 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 88. 
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same sentiments wliicli you have inspired in France. You need not, 
sir, desire any addition to those which I have devoted to yon, aud 
which I shall preserve for you to the end of ray life; they will be sure- 
ties to you of the true interest which 1 shall forever take iu your hap- 
piness, as well as in the prosperity of your country. 

The king, desirous of giving you a personal testimony of the satis- 
faction he has iu your conduct, has charged me to communicate it to 
the President of the Congress of the United States. This is the object 
of the letter which Mr. Gerard will deliver you for Mr. Hancock. He 
will also deliver you a box with the king's portrait. You will not, 1 
presume, sir, refuse to carry to your country the image of its most zeal- 
ous friend. The proof of this is in facts. 

I have the honor to be, with the most sincere consideration, etc., 

De Vergennes, 



A. Lee to Franklin. " 

Chaillot, March 27, 1778. 

Dear Sre : In consequence of what you mentioned to me relative to 
the German courts, I cousulted the Spanish ambassador whether it 
could be determined with any degree of certainty how long it would be 
before the business I am pledged for with his court would require my 
presence. His answer was that it was altogether uncertain. In this 
situation it appeared to me that, under my present engagements, I 
could not venture to so great a distance. My brother has therefore 
set out on his original plan that was settled at Versailles. 

Mr. Grand has not yet returned me the account completed. The mo 
ment I receive it I will wait upon you to settle the business of the loan 
bills. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin to Izard, t 

PjiSST, March '27, 1778. 
Sir : The bearer says he is a native of Charleston, South Carolina, and 
he wants a pass to go into Italy. I do not well understand the account 
he gives of himself. He seems to be lost, and to want advice. I beg 
leave to refer him to you, who will soon be able to discover whether his 
account is true. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Corr. 46ft. 
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The King of France to Congress. 

Very Dear and Great Friends and Allies : You will learu, un- 
doubtedly with gratitude, the measure which the conduct of the King 
of Great Britain has induced us to take, of sending a fleet to endeavor 
to destroy the English forces upon the shores of North America. This 
expedition will convince you of the eagerness and the vigor which we 
are resolved to bring to the execution of the engagements which we 
have contracted with yon. We are firmly persuaded that your fidelity 
to the obligations which your plenipotentiaries have contracted iu your 
name will animate more and more the efforts which you are making 
with so much courage aud perseverance. 

The Count d'Estaing, vice admiral of France, is charged to concert 
with yon the operations, the conduct of which we have intrusted to 
him, in order that the combination of measures on each side may render 
them as advantageous to the common cause as circumstances will per- 
mit. We entreat you to give full credit to everything which he shall 
communicate to you on our part, and to place confidence in his zeal and 
iu his talents. 

Moreover, we pray God that he will have you, very dear and great 
friends aud allies, under his holy protection. 

Written at Versailles, the twenty eighth day of March, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand seven hundred aud seventy -eight. 

Louis. 



The King of France to Congress, t 

Very Dear and Great Friends and Allies: The treaties which 
we have signed with you in consequence of the propositions made to us 
on your part, by your deputies, are a certain guaranty to you of our 
affection for the United States iu general, and for each one of them 
individually, as well as of the interest which we take, and shall always 
continue to take, in their happiness and prosperity. In order to con- 
vince you of this iu a more particular manner, we have appointed M, 
Gerard, secretary of our council of state, to reside uear you in quality 
of our minister plenipotentiary. He is the better acquainted with the 
sentiments which we entertain towards you, and is the more able to 
answer for them to you, as he has been intrusted on our part of nego- 
tiating with your deputies, and as he has signed with them the treaties 
which cement our union, we request you to gi ve full credit to all that he 
shall say to you on our part, particularly when he shall assure you of 
our affection and of our constant friendship for yon. 

* 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Curr. 556. 
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Moreover, we pray God that he will have yon, very dear ami great 
friends and allies, under hia holy and worthy protection. 
Written at Versailles, the 28th of March, 177S. 
Your good friend and ally, 

Louis. 



APPOINTMENT OF CONSUL-GENERAL OP FRANCE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Zeuis, by the grace of God King of France and Navarre, to a!! those to whom these presents 

shaU eoniCf greeting : 

Thinking it necessary to create tbe office of our consul-general at Boston and other 
ports belonging to the United States of North America, and being desirous to confer 
a favor on M. Gerard, we have thought tliat we could not make choice of a better 
person than he to fulfill the duties of this office by our knowledge of bis zeal and 
affection for our service and for the interests of our subjects, and of his judgment and 
ability in naval affairs; for these reasons, and others moving us thereto, wo have 
nominated and appointed the said M. Gerard, and by these presents, signed with our 
hand, do nominate and appoint him our consul-general at Boston, and other porta 
belonging to the United States of North America, with power to appoint consuls aud 
vice-consuls in the places where be shall judge tbein necessary ; to have ami to hold 
tbe said office, to exercise, enjoy, aud use it so long as it shall please us, with I lie 
honors, authorities, advantages, prerogatives, privileges, exemptions, rights, bene- 
fits, profits, revenues, and emoluments which belong to it, such and the same as those 
which our other consuls-general enjoy. We prohibit all French merchants, and ali 
persons sailiu^under the French flag, from disturbing him in the possession, duties, 
and exercise of t his consulate. We enjoin ou all captains, masters, and commanders ul 
ships, barks, aud other vessels, armed and sailiug under the said flag, as well as on 
all our other subjects, to acknowledge the said M. Gerard, and to obey him in (his 
capacity. We pray and request, our very dear and great friends and allies, the Con- 
gress of the United States of North America, their governors and other officers whom 
it shall concern, to allow the said M. Gerard, and the consuls and vice-consuls whom 
he shall appoint to the said office, to possess it fully and peaceably, without Mating, 
or allowing to be caused to them, any disturbance or hindrance ; but on the con- 
trary to give them all favor and assistance, offering to do the same for all those who 
shall be thus recommended to us on their part. In witness whereof we have caused 
001* privy seal to be affixed to these presents. 

Given at Versailles, the 28th day of March, in the year of our Lord 1778, and of our 
reign tbe fifth. 

Louis. 



Izard to Franklin." 

Paris, March 29, 1778, 
Sir: I have seen the person you referred to me, and who is desirous 
of my recommending Mm to yon for a passport to go into Italy. He 
says that he was born in Sontb Carolina; but has been so long out of it 
that he neither knows anybody there nor does anybody know him. He 
left London with an intention of going to Italy, and came to Paris 1o 
sec the world before he settled with a merchant, to whom he is engaged 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Kev. L'orr. «60. 
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as a clerk at a place he hears is called Livorno. As this account did 
not appear very satisfactory, I desired him to excuse my troubling you 
with any recommendation until he put it in my power to do it with 
propriety, 

You will give me leave to remind you that I had the honor of ad- 
dressing you on the 30th of January in reply to yours of the 29th, and 
requested the favor of you to reconsider the article in the treaty then 
negotiating respecting the exports of North America, which had given 
me much uneasiness, and in which I think myself greatly interested. 
From your letter of the 29th I hail reason to hope that, in a few days 
you intended to give me an explanation on certain points wherein I 
thought myself injured, and to show me that I was mistaken. In vain 
have I expected this satisfaction. I am very desirous of receiving it, 
and when the dates referred to are considered, I hope I shall not he 
thought too importunate in requesting that it may be soon. At the 
same time you will be so good as to inform ine why no answer has been 
given to my letter to you and the other commissioners at this court, of 
the 5th of this mouth, and whether I am to expect any. 
1 have the honor to be, etc., 

Ralph Izard. 



Pulteney to Franklin.*' 

March 29, 1778. 

Mr. Williamst returned this morning to Paris and will be glad to see 
Dr. Frankliu, whenever it is convenient for the doctor, at . the Hotel 
Frasiliere, rue Tournon. It is near the hotel where he lodged when the 
doctor saw him a fortnight ago. He does not propose to go abroad, 
and therefore the doctor will find him at any hour. He understands 
that Mr. Alexander is not yet returned from Dijon, which he regrets. 



Vergennes to Gerard. J 

March 29, 1778. 

Memoir to serve as an instruction to me, gerard, secretary 
OF the council of state, about to go as the representa- 
tive OF THE KING TO THE GENERAL CONGRESS OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

The United States of America having given a legal basis to their 
independence by the act of the 4th of July, 1776, the king judged that 
his political interest did not oppose itself to the stability which they 

• 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 28. Pulteiiey writes under tlie assumed uawe of 
Williams. Sparks. 

t William Pulteuey, a member of parliament who was employed by the- British min- 
istry to sound Franklin in formally ■ Seo Iutrotluetiou, § 203, and for auswer, infra. 
f Trauslated from Circourt'» liauuroft. Hi, 255. 
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might acquire, but that there might even result from this relations 
advantageous to his realm. In this view his majesty has granted to 
the United States all the facilities of commerce in bis ports compatible 
with his existing engagements. 

The defeat of General Burgoyue having precipitated events beyond 
all expectations, the king felt the necessity of taking at last a decisive 
resolution in respect to America. That necessity became all the more 
urgent as England, on her side, began to open her eyes to her faults 
and her weakness, and was anxiously considering means to reconcile 
herself with her colonies; while the terms she proposed to them were 
so manifestly aimed against Prance that there was not a moment to 
lose, if we seriously desired to prevent their having effect. 

The king therefore made a treaty with the deputies of Congress, and 
concluded with them the 6th of February a treaty of friendship and of 
commerce, and a conditional treaty of alliance. As Mr. Gerard him- 
self signed and negotiated those treaties, it would be superfluous to 
recall here the circumstances that preceded and accompanied them. It 
will suffice to remit the copies to him, and to make known the spirit in 
which they were designed and the means which the king is resolved to 
employ to fulfill them. 

The independence of North America., and her permanent alliance with 
France have been the principal aim of the king; aud it was to secure 
both of these that bis majesty approved the conditional stipulations 
contained in the treaty of alliance, aud that he did not secure for him- 
self any exclusive advantages in the treaty of commerce. 

Great Britain, by considering the friendly communication implied iu 
the signature of the treaty of commerce as a provocation to war or a 
hostile act, makes absolute and definitive the stipulations that were 
still only contingent.* Their execution is iu question to day. 
- The first aud most essential of all is -that neither of the two parties 
shall make either peace, or truce without the consent of the other. The 
faithful execution of this clause guaranties the advantages that the 
parties procure for themselves during the war, and it is essential that 
Mr. Gerard should impress Congress with that truth, aud forewarn it iu 
that way against the suggestions which the English may make to in- 
duce a separate peace. He will assure Congress at the same time iu 
the most emphatic manner that the king, on his part, will reject all 
propositions of that nature that may be made to him by the common 
enemy, aud that lie will only lay down his arms when the full and abso- 
lute independence of the thirteen United States shall have been recog- 
nized by Great Britain. 

As to the military operations that the two parties will have to take 
th'-.v will depend mi circumstance*. However. Mr. Gerard can assure 
Congress that the king will make every effort to prevent England from 
sending uew forces to A. in sriCci, l)y tueftiis of which th& AtDftriciiiis c&u 

* This appears to be the logical meaning of the oiigioal, which, however, is obscure 



MARCH 29, 1778. 



525 



vanquish all the easier the army of General Howe, since we have reason 
to flatter ourselves tbat the fleet commanded by Count d' Estaiog will 
destroy the English squadron which is in the Delaware, or at least will 
prevent it from provisioning the British array. 

It is possible that the operations of the Continental Array and the 
French fleet will have to be in combination ; but as neither that neces- 
sity nor the means of meeting it can be foreseen now, the requisite 
arrangements must at the proper time be concerted with the commander 
of the fleet, to whom will be given the powers necessary for that pur- 
pose. 

There is one point of great consequence to the king, and which will 
demand all the dexterity of Mr. Gerard— tlie stipulations to be under- 
taken in favor of Spain. He knows that that power has taken no part 
in the two treaties, though she has not opposed them, and that up to 
the present time she has said nothing of the conditions on winch she 
may accede to them in the future. However, we have reason to think 
that she would desire to acquire the Floridas, a share in the fisheries 
of the banks of Newfoundland, and Jamaica. The last object is in the 
hands of the king, since it is secured contingently by the last treaty of 
alliance. The second will depend equally ou him, at least in a great 
measure, so there will be nothing left to negotiate with Congress about 
that. 

The Floridas enter into the plans of conquest of the Americans. It 
will therefore be necessary to prepare them for the contingency of a 
surrender of their claims. The king charges Mr. Gerard with this in a 
particular manner, anil bis majesty leaves entirely to his prudence the 
means to be employed to attain that object. 

It is ouly necessary to remind him that he must carefully avoid speak- 
ing in the namo of Spain; for his catholic majesty has as yet said 
nothing relative to his intentions and views. Moreover, Mr. Gerard 
knows the principal motives that make Spain desire the Floridas. He 
will give such efficacy to them as is in his power, but if he can not suc- 
cued in securing the whole territory, he will strive at least to obtain 
Pensacola and such parts of the coasts as are considered to be the most 
suited to the interests of the court of Madrid, 

The king expects that the court of Loudon will make final efforts to 
form a party in its interest in Congress and to create divisions among 
the different provinces. 

Mr. Gerard will see for himself how important it is to frustrate these 
measures, and to maintain the Union and the perfect understanding 
that have reigned until now among the thirteeu confederate provinces. 
The means that he must employ to obtain that object will not be [minted 
out to Mr. Gerard. They will depend upon local circumstances, on 
which it will be impossible at present to form any opinion. Mr. Gerard 
knows that Congress has not yet ratified the two treaties. But it is to 
be presumed that tbat formality essential for their validity will have 
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been complied with when lie arrives iu America. If, however, such be 
not the case, bis first iluty will be to see that Congress takes the 
measures proper for that purpose, as presumably they will. 

The envoys of Congress [in Paris] have proposed to the king to enter 
into an engagement to favor the conquest by the Americans of Canada, 
Nova Scotia, and the Floridas, and he has reason to think that Congress 
has taken this project Lo heart. But the king has considered that the 
possession of those three countries, or at least of Canada, by England, 
will be an element of disquiet and anxiety to the Americans, which will 
make them feel the more the need they have of the alliauce and the 
friendship of the king, aud which it is not his interest to remove. 

In this view, his majesty thinks that he had better make no engage- 
nient relating to the conquest in question. If Congress propose it, 
however, as is probable, Mr. Gerard will answer that the king will always 
lend himself with eagerness to everything that may suit the Uuited 
States, aud that he will unite willingly in carrying out their plan 
of conqnest, as far as circumstances will permit, but that the un- 
certainty and the variety of his engagements do not permit him to enter 
into any formal agreement to that effect. This is his majesty's position 
in respect to that question, aud his intention is that Mr. Gerard should 
be guided by it in his remarks and suggestions. If, however, Congress 
should become too pressing and Mr. Gerard should judge that the king 
could not refuse to co operate in their views without having his good- 
will aud the recUtude of his intentions suspected, he can then acquiesce 
in their wishes, but give them to understand that the conquest which 
it is proposed to make is not to be an essential condition of the future 
peace. Mr. Gerard will himself perceive that the last suggestion should 
be made with such delicacy as not to offend Congress. 

It ts also probable that Congress will express its desire to obtain subsi- 
dies from France. But Mr. Gerard will reply that theettbrts which the 
king makes for the American cause require extm ordinary outlays, which 
absorb all his means; that, moreover, the sending of the tleet to Forth 
America, charged to do all possible harm to the English, will operate 
as a diversion infinitely more advantageous for the Americans than if 
the king coufiucd himself to giving them money. His majesty is per- 
suaded that Congress will acquiesce without objection iu such weighty 
reasoning.* 

Mr. Gerard no doubt appreciates the full importance of the mission 
which the king confides to his care. His majesty is persuaded that he 
will give him on this occasion new proofs of his capacity, of his attach- 
ment to his person, and of his zeal for bis service. 

(Approved by the king March 29, 1778.) 



*Tbe war, says Circourt in a note, cant. France, according lo (hi- generally received 
opinion, the sum of twelve thousand million franca. 
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Franklin to Futteney.'' 

Passy, March 30, 1778. 

SiE: When I first bad tbe honor of conversing with you on the sub- 
ject of peace, I mentioned it as my opinion that every proposition which 
implied our voluntarily agreeing to return to a dependence on Britain, 
was now become impossible; that a peace on equal terms undoubtedly 
might be made ; and that though we bad no particular powers to treat of 
peace with England, we had general powers to make treaties of peace, 
amity, and commerce with any state in Europe, by which I thought we 
might be authorized to treat with Britain ; who, if sincerely disposed to 
peace, might save time and much bloodshed by treating with us directly. 

I also gave it as my opinion that, in the treaty to be made, Britain 
should endeavor by the fairness and generosity of the terms she offered 
to recover the esteem, confidence, and affection of America, without 
which the peace could not be so beneficial, as it was not likely to be last- 
ing ; in this I bad the pleasure to fiud yon of my opinion. 

But I see by tbe propositions you have communicated to me that the 
ministers cannot yet divest themselves of the idea that the power of 
Parliament over us is constitutionally absolute and unlimited, and that 
the limitations they may be willing now to put to it by treaty are so 
many favors, or so many benefits, for which we are to make compensa- 
tion. 

As our opinions in America are totally different, a treaty on the terms 
proposed appears to me utterly impracticable, either here or there. 
Here we certainly can not make it, having not the smallest authority to 
make even the declaration specified in the proposed letter, without 
which, if I understood you right, treating with us cannot be commenced. 

I sincerely wish as much for peace as yon do; and I have enough re- 
maining of good-will for England to wish it for her sake, as well as for 
our own, and for the sake of humanity. In the present state of things, 
the proper means of obtaining it, in my opinion, are to acknowledge the 
independeuce of the United States, and then enter at once into a treaty 
with us for a suspension of arms, with the usual provisions relating to 
distances ; and another tor establishing peace, friendship, and commerce, 
such as France has made. This might prevent a war between you and 
that kingdom, which, in thepresentcircumstaucesand temper of the two 
nations, an accident may bring on every day, though contrary to the in- 
terest and without the previous intention of either. Such a treaty we 
might probably now make, with the approbation of our friends; but if 
yon go to war with them on account of their friendship for us, we are 
bound by ties stronger than can be formed by any treaty to fight against 
you with them as long as the war against them shall continue. 

" 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 99; 6 Bigelow's Franklin, 140 ; S Sharks' Franklin, 253. 
As to Pnlteney's position, set; introduction $203 ; see also, infra, Franklin to Braneroft, 
March 30, 1778; Franklin to Keed, March 19, 1780. 
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May God at last grant that wisdom to your national councils whu 
he seems loug to have denied them, and which only sincere, just, ai 
humane intentions can merit or expect. 

With great personal esteem, I have the honor to be, sir, etc., 

B. Franklin. 



Franklin to Izard." 

Passy, March 30, 1778. 

SIR: From the account you give me of the man who pretends to be 
of Carolina, as well as from my own observation of bis behavior, I enter- 
tain no good opinion of him, and shall not give hitu the pass he desires. 

Much and very important business lias hitherto prevented my giving 
you the satisfaction you desired, but you may depend upon my endeav- 
oring to give it to you as soon as possible. An answer was written to 
your letter of the 5th of this month, and signed by us all, which I 
thought bad been sent to you till Mr. Lee informed me that, having 
communicated to you the contents, you told hiin it would not be satis- 
factory, and desired it might be reconsidered, and he had accordingly 
stopped it for that purpose. We have not since had an opportunity 
of reconsidering it; and as the end is now answered by the communi- 
cation of the treaty, perhaps it is not necessary. 

I condole with you sincerely on the great loss sustained in Charles- 
ton by the fire in January last, said to have destroy eil six hundred 
houses, valued, with the goods, at a million sterling, 
I have the boiior to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 

Franklin to the President of Congress,! 

Passy, near Paris, March 31, 1778. 

Sir : My colleague, Mr. Deaue, being recalled by Congress, and no 
reasons given that have yet appeared here, it is apprehended to be the 
effect of some misrepresentations from an enemy or two at Paris and at 
Nantes. I have no doubt that he will beable clearly to justify himself; 
but having lived intimately with him now fifteen months, the greatest 
part of the time in the same house, and been a constant witness of hia 
public conduct, I can not omit giving this testimony, though unasked, 
in his behalf, that I esteem him a faithful, active, and able minister, who, 
to my knowledge has done in various ways great and important serv- 
ice to his country, whose interests I wish may always, by everyone iu 
her employ, be as much and as effectually promoted. 

With my dutiful respects to the Cougre-s, I have the honor to be 
etc., 

B. Franklin. 

' MSS. Dep. of State; 8 Sparks' Franklin, 250 ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. R61 ; fi 
Bigelow's Franklin, 117 

t MSS. Dep. State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 89 ; 8 Sparks' Franklin, 255 ; fi Bigelow's 
Frank] in, 153. 
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Franklin to Laurens." 

Pass y, near I'aris, March 31, 177S. 

Sir: Mons. Gerard, who does me the honor to be tUe bearer of this 
letter, is the sauie plenipotentiary with whom \vc completed the treaties 
that have secured to America the friendship and support of this power- 
ful monarchy. In the whole conduct of that affair he manifested a can- 
dor, uprightness, and equity of disposition, as well as an affection for 
our cause and country, that impressed us with the highest esteem for 
him; and I congratulate you on his being minister from this court to 
the Congress, as the ting's appointment of a person who is considered 
as our friend, to fill so important a situation, is an additional mark of 
Ids majesty's good-will to us, and presages, in my opinion, an exercise of 
the good understanding so happily begun between the two countries, 
which no one can be more desirous or more capable of promoting. 

I beg leave, therefore, to recommend him warmly not only to all the 
civilities and respects that are due to his public character, but to those 
tender regards and affectionate grateful attentions that friendship 
claims, and which are so proper to cultivate and strengthen it. 

I have, etc., B. Franklin. 



Izard to Franklin, f 

PARIS, March 31, 1778. 
Sir: I received yesterday the treaty of alliance, and the alterations 
that have been made in the treaty of commerce proposed by Congress 
from the hands of your grandson, and likewise a letter from you, which 
informs me that much and very important business has hitherto pre- 
vented your giving me the satisfaction respecting your conduct which I 
desired, but that I might depend on your endeavoring to give it to me 
as soon as possible. While you were engaged in settling the treaty I 
avoided giving you any additional trouble, especially as I am persuaded 
that the satisfactory explanation you have promised will require no un- 
common exertion of your abilities. I conceive you have acted unjusti- 
fiably ; you think that I am mistaken, and 1 shall be heartily rejoiced 
to find myself so. 

You will excuse ray requesting that the explanation I have desired 
may be given soon. 

I have the honor to be, etc., Ralph Izard, 

*MSS. Dep. of State; 6 liigislow's Frsnkliu, 152. 
t MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Din. Rev, Corr, 961. 
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A. Lee to Franklin and Den no.' 

MARCH 31, 177S. 

Gentlemen : Tbe reports I hear of Mr. Deane's intending soon to 
leave Tans oblige rao to repeat the request I long ago and repeatedly 
made, that we should settle the public accounts relatiug to the expend- 
iture of the money intrusted to us for the public. And this is the more 
absolutely necessary, as what vouchers there are to enable the com- 
missioners to make out this account are in Mr. Deane's possession. I 
therefore wish that the earliest day may be appointed for the settle- 
ment of these accounts, which appears to me an indispensable part of 
our duty to the public and to one another. 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin to A. Lee.t 

PASSY, April 1, 1778. 

Sir : There is a style in some of your letters, I observe it particularly 
in the last, whereby superior merit is assumed to yourself in point of 
care and attention to business, and blame is insinuated on your col- 
leagues without making yourself accountable, by a direct charge of neg- 
ligence or unfaithfulness, wbich has the appearance of being as artful 
as it is unkind, in tbe present case I think tbe insinuation groundless. 

1 do not know that either Mr. Deaue or myself ever showed any un- 
willingness to settle the public accounts, Tbe banker's book always 
eontaiued the whole. You could at any time as easily have obtained 
the account from them as either of us and you had abundantly more 
leisure. If, on examining it, you had wanted explanation of any article, 
you might have called for it and had it. You never did either. As 
soon as I obtained tbe account, I put it into your bands, and desired 
you to look into it, and 1 have beard uomore of it since till now, just as 
Mr. Deaue was on the point of departing. Mr. Deaue, however, left 
with me before tbe receipt of your letter both the public papers, and 
explications of the several articles in tbe account that eame within his 
knowledge. With these materials, I suppose we can settle tbc account 
whenever yon please. You have only to name the day and place, and 1 
will attend to the business with you. 

I have tbe honor to be, with great esteem, sir, etc., 

B. Franklin. 



Gerard to A. Lee.t 
[Translation.] 

VEifSAiLi.ES, April 1, 1778. 
Sir : I called at your house to have the honor of your commands to 
the country where you kuow 1 am sent. Not having the honor of nnd- 
ing you at home, and iny time pressing me, allow me the honor of tak- 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 481. 

t H Sparks' Fran It li 11, 25(i ; 6 Bigelow'a Frank liu, 1G4 
t 1 Sparks' Dip. licv, Corr. 163. 
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ing my leave by writing, and requesting the favor of your commissions 
for America. You will truly oblige Die, sir, if you will charge me with 
letters for some of your connections or friends, especially those who are 
members of Congress. 

My acknowledgments shall equal the considerations of regard with 
which I have the houor of being, etc., 

Gerard. 



A. Lee to Gerard.* 

April 1, 1.30 o'clock, 1778. 
Sir : I had the honor of receiving your favor this moment, which is 
the first intimation I have received of what you mention. By 0 o'clock 
1 will send you the letters you desire. I did intend to have spoken to 
you more upon what passed between the Spanish ambassador and my- 
self, which gave you uneasiness; but I must repeat, that I only related 
to him what I heard from Mr. Deane, as coming from you, and what we, 
in consequence of that information, have written to Congress. Be so 
good as to accept of my best wishes for the happiness and success of 
your voyage. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Gerard to A. Lee." 

[Translation. ] 

Versailles, April 1, 1778. 
SIR: I have received the letter you did mo the honor to write to me ; 
as also the packets you send by me. I shall carry them with a great 
deal of pleasure, and am much flattered with your confidence. 1 must 
inform you, sir, that, notwithstanding the public nature of my mission, 
I do not avow it; and the confidence 1 place in you in this respect will, 
I hope, be considered by you as a proof of the regard with which 1 have 
the honor to be, etc., 



Izard to Henry Laurens.1 

Paris, April 1, 1778. 
Sir : I am but this moment informed by report that. Mr. Gerard, wiio 
is appointed minister plenipotentiary from this court to Congress, is 
immediately going to set out for America. It would have been improper 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 4K». 

t MSS. Dep. of Stato; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 661. 
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that this should have been publicly known, as the court of Kitgland 
might have endeavored to intercept him. Dr. Franklin and Mr. Deane ■ 
were, however, acquainted with it, and, as usual, concealed it from Mr. 
Lee and myself.* I shall make no comment on this behavior. If it 
does not, upon the bare recital of it, strike you as unjustifiable and 
disrespectful to Congress in not acquainting us whenever they know of 
proper opportunities to write, nothing thut can be said will make you 
think so. 

I congratulate you most heartily on the presentation of the three 
commissioners at this court as representatives of a sovereign and 
independent state. This happened on the 20th of March. I should 
immediately after have left this city for Italy. My inclinations lead me 
most strongly to do it, but I am sorry to inform you that a little longer 
delay is become absolutely necessary, I am assured from Florence of 
the favorable dispositions of the grand duke towards us, and I had no 
doubt but immediately after the acknowledgment of our independence 
here the example would have been followed in Tuscany. 

Most unfortunately the death of the elector of Bavaria has thrown 
all Germany into convulsions. The claims of the bouse of Austria to 
part of that electorate, ami the coldness lately shown by France towards 
the emperor on that account are likely to dispose the latter towards 
England iu the approaching war. I say likely, for nothing is certainly 
known yet respecting these matters. My letters, however, from Flor- 
ence give me reason to fear that my reception there in a public 
character will depend upon the proceedings of the court of Vienna. I 
have acted hitherto without paying the least regard to my own inclina- 
tions, in perfect conformity to what I have thought the wishes of 
Congress, and I shall continue to act in the same manner to the best 
of my judgment. It will make me very happy to be assured of the 
approbation of Congress. 

Mr. Deane, I understand, accompanies Mr. Gerard, and has received 
a present from the French ministry. This is a thing of course ; he may, 
however, make nse of it with Congress as a reason why he should 
return. I shall avoid entering into particulars respecting this gentle- 
man, and shall only iu general give yon my opinion of him, which is that 
if the whole world had been searched I think it would have been 
impossible to have found one on every account more unfit for the office 
into which he has by the storm and convulsions of the times been 
shaken. t I am under the fullest persuasion that the court of France 
might long ago have been induced to stand forth iu our favor if America 
bad had p roper representatives at this court. I must repeat what I 
have done in some former letters that, whatever good dispositions were 
shown by Mr. Lee, tbey were always opposed and overruled by the two 
eldest commissioners. 

* They were not permitted by the French court to make it known. — Sfahks. 
i In reply to this letter, see Mr. Deauc's letter to the President of Congress, dated 
October 12, 177*.— Sparks. 
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If Congress are desirous of having a representative id Italy, it may 
be proper to send a commission for the court of Naples. It would be 
agreeable to me to have such a commission, so that I might be either 
there or in Tuscany, as occasion might require. This I only mention 
to you in case of such a thing being thought of, I wish not to solicit 
anything for myself, neither do I desire my friends to trouble themselves 
much about me. Whenever they think of me without any application 
on my part I look upon myself as the more obliged to them. 
I am, dear sir, etc., 

Ralph Izard. 



Gardoqui & Co. to A. Lee," 

Bilboa, April ], 1778. 
You will see by this invoice that, agreeable to what you are pleased 
to communicate to ns in your very esteemed favor of the Cth instant, 
we have reduced our commission to 3 per cent. But, dear sir, besides 
our being allowed 5 per cent, by all the American friends we have 
worked for in the present troublesome times, several of whom have been 
and actually are eye-witnesses of our troubles, as those blankets must 
he collected in the country round about Palencia, and the money must 
be remitted in specie there long beforehand for the purpose, we are not 
only obliged to pay the freight thereof and run the risks of it, but also 
to make good to the persons employed in their collection their expense 
and trouble — the whole out of our commission — so that, at present, wo 
reckon that half of it will be our profit. 
We are, etc., 

James Gardoqui & Co. 

Invoice of seventy -five bales of merchandise shipped on board the Gtortje, Captain Job 
Knight, far Cape Ann, consigned to Eibrldye Gerry, on account of Arthur Lee. 

No. I to 75. 75 bales, containing 1,E)2G Sue large Palencia blankets, at 



87xlftl«8 - 52,002.00 

Charges. 

To 413 vares of wrappers, at S rfalea 82G 

To packing, ligliterage, etc 750 

— - 1. 57G.0O 

53, 57& 00 

Com mission, 3 pur cent - I.C07. 11 

RialasofV..- - 55,185.11 

Placed to tbe debit of Artbur Lee. 
Bilboa, tbe 28th of Mareb, 1778. 
Errors excepted. 



J, GAIlDfKJUl tt Co. 



April i 1778.— Number of blanknta sent from Bilboa for Congress since January 
1778: 1,688, M s i ss0 < W^i 2 > 29G > ! ' 926 > total > 

" 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 481. 
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A Lee to Franklin.*' 

CHArLLOT. April 'J. 177S, 

Sir : It was with the utmost surprise I learnt yesterday that M. Ge- 
rard was to set out in the evening for America in a public character, 
and that Mr. Deane was to accompany him, without either you or Mr, 
Deane haviug condescended to answer my letter of the preceding day. 

That a measure of such moment as M. Gerard's mission should have 
been takeu without any communication with the commissioners is 
hardly credible : that, if it was eomnmuicated, you should do such 
violence to the authority which constituted us. together with s:> great 
an injury and injustice to me as to conceal it from me and actor advise 
without me, is equally astonishing. If success to the mission and 
unanimity on the snbject were your wish, with what propriety con hi 
yon make it a party business, aud not unite all the commissioners in 
ail vising anil approving a measure in which yon wished their friends 
and constituents might Ik? unanimous * 

I do not live ten minutes' distance from yon. Within these few days, 
as nsual. I have seen you frequently ; particularly on Monday 1 was 
with you at your house fin some time. T asked yon about the sailing 
of Ihe ships at Sautes, expressing my desire to know when we shonld 
have an opportinuty of writing. You said you did not know when tliey 
sailed. I asked if there were no letteis. none but one from M. Dnmas 
having been shown to me for some time. Ton answered no. 1 had at 
a former meetiug asked you whether it was not ji roper for us to send 
an express to give intelligence of such consequential events as our he- 
ing acknowledged here and the treaty avowed. Yon told rue it would 
be sufficient to write by the shin at >autes {for it was afterwards you 
mentioned there were two.) as the news, being public, would tiud ils 
way fast cnongb. 

Upon Mr. Ainiel. who came to my house from yours, having men- 
tioned, on Tuesday, that Mr. Dcane was to go away iu a few days. I 
wrote to you and him to repeat what I have so often requested, that 
the public accounts might be settled, for which Mr. Deane had taken 
possession of all the vouchers, and that the public papers might he de- 
livered to ns before his departure. Yon made me no answer. T sent 
my secretary again yesterday to desire an answer; yon sent mca verbal 
one, that you wonld settle accounts with me any day after to-morrow. 
Your reason for not doiug it before was. that it was uot your business. 
Xoic it seemed yonr business only, and Mr. Deane has no concern with 
it. The delivery of the public papers, which are the property of all, 
not or any one of the commissioners (though you and Mr. Deane have 
constantly taken them to yourselves), was too immaterial for yon to 
answer. 

Daring all this time and with these circumstances you have been 

- MSS. 1V|i. of St:iii': 1 Spnrks* Dip. Ri-v. Ore l-.j. Thi- letter, with immaterial 
variation*! apprar* in - Spark*' Franklin, &>7, >olc. 
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totally silent to me about the present opportunity of writing to Con- 
gress concerning tho important public measure in agitation and about 
Mr. Deane's departure. Nay, more, what you have said, and the man- 
ner in which you have acted, tended to mislead me from imagining that 
you knew of any such thing. Had you studied to deceive the most dis- 
trusted and dangerous enemy of the public you could not have done it 
more effectually. 

I trust, sir, you will thiuk with me, that I have a right to know your 
reasons for treating me thus. If you have anything to accuse me of 
avow it, and I will answer you. If you have not, why do you act so 
inconsistent with your duty to the public and injurious to me? Is the 
present state of Europe of so little moment to our constituents as not 
to require our joint consideration and iuformation to themf Is the 
character of the court here and the person sent to negotiate with our 
constituents of uo consequence for them to be apprised off Is this the 
example you, in your superior wisdom, think proper to set of order, de- 
corum, confidence, and justice? 

I trust, sir, you will not treat this letter as you have done many 
others, with the indignity of not answering it. Though I have been 
silent, I have not felt the less the many affronts of this kind which you 
have thought proper to offer me.* 

I have the honor to be, etc., Arthur Lee, 

* "Tho reason why the sailing ot' the French fleet and tho mission of M. Gerard 
were not made known to Mr. Lee hy Dr. Franklin and Mr, Deaue seeuia to have been 
that they had not the permission of the French court to communicate tho intelligence 
to him. It does not appear that Dr. Franklin answered the ahovc letter."— Sparks, 

In 8 Sparks' Franklin, note at page 260, Mr. Sparks adds the following: 

" When Mr. Lee wrote this letter ho was ignorant of the cause of the complaint 
contained in the first part of it. Connt do Vergenucs had been informed that 
intelligence had been communicated to England through the agency of Mr. Lee's 
secretary, which created an unfavorable suspicion. The facts are these: Mr. Leo 
sent his secretary to England with the view of ascertaining the nature of the 
preparations that were making to fit out a fleet at Portsmouth, This secretary 
(Thornton) betrayed his trnst, and revealed certain particulars in London for 
stock-jobbing purposes. [As is elsewhere seen (introduction, $ 207), he was 
paid hy Lord North to give decoy information to Lee and to obtain Lee's secrets 
in return.] Mr, Lee dismissed him as soon as his unfaithfulness was discovered. It 
was important th:it tho intention of sending M. Gerard aa minister to the United 
States, and a fleet to America under Count d'Estaing, should remain a secret as long 
as possible, that the British Government might not take measures to counteract the 
objects for which they were designed. Count de Vergennes was apprehensive that 
if tho intelligence were mado known to Mr. Lee, it worth} get to the ears of the 
British ministry through tho above suspected channel. He eujuiued it, therefore, on 
Dr. Franklin and Mr. Deaue not to mention the subject to their colleague. This 
injunction they were, of course, bound to observe. Whatever may havo hoeu tho 
circumstances, however, there does not appear to have been any just grounds of sus- 
picion against Mr. Lee so far at least as Ids intentions were concerned. He was 
ardently devoted to the canse of his country, and friendly to tho alliance between 
Franco and the United Slates. It is to be regretted that his moderation, judgment, 
and prudence were not equal to his zeal and patriotism." 

On this topic, Introduction, $ 307. 
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A. Lee to Committee of Foreign Affairs." 

1'aiiis, April 2, 1778. 

Gentlemen ; Tbe conclusion of the treaties here bits euded the 
powers of our commission. Whatever character it may please Congress 
to give to their representatives in future must he specified by new 
powers and letters of credence to tbe, sovereign with whom they are 
to act. The first example of this kind will be material in determin- 
ing the future rank of the United States of America among other sover- 
eign nations. Since the treaty of Munster, Venice and the United 
Provinces have had their rank as crowned sovereigns. I presume 
the United States of America will not think a lower rank competent to 
their dignity, and to the importance they must be of in the balance of 
European power. For I am satisfied that in a few years that balance 
must be in their hands. Whatever orders Congress are pleased to give 
on this subject, their ministers must support with firmness and inflexi- 
bility at first, to prevent any disagreeable disputes for the future. 

By tbe enclosed copies of letters I hope to give you a distinct view 
of what passed in Spain and Prussia. I have never been able to leimi 
to what was owing tbe sudden change in the favorable disposition of 
the Spanish court during my absence in Germany, t Whether it 
arose from the proceedings at Dunkirk, etc, which produced such rigor 
on the part of France, they will not inform inc. But it is clear from 
Baron de Schulenburg's letter that the conduct of France, in conse- 
quence of the Dunkirk business, prevented Prussia from adopting what 
1 proposed. 

I have written to Messrs, Gardoquis about their ehargiug 5 per 
cent, commission, which appears to be exorbitant, because I remit 
them the money before they lay it out. 

My brother William is gone to Germany in pursuance of the commands 
of Congress.^ The war that is kindling between tbe two powers to whom 
he is destined, makes it hardly possible to hope that be can succeed with 
both. If one is disposed to form an alliance with us, the other will, prob- 
ably for that reason, refuse it. I observe it was tbe desire of Congress 
that we should keep an account of our expenses. I have done so, as 
minutely as tbe nature of things would admit, ; and they have not ex- 
ceeded, including my two journeys, the sum allotted by Congress, 1 
shall endeavor to continue within those bounds, though tbe being ac- 
knowledged will necessarily augment the expense. 

The Messrs. Gardoquis have transmitted to me regularly the ac- 
counts of what they shipped on the public account; copies of which 1 
have in the same manner sent to you. This I conceive to be the usual 
course of business, and necessary for the due information of alt con. 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 48G, with verbal changes; in part 
in 2 A. Lee 'a Life, 40, uuder date of March 25, 1778. 
tSee Introduction, $f 8G/. 
t Sec Introduction, H 19, 178. 
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cerned. For tbis reason it was my wish that the same might be done 
with regard to the public money expended here. My colleagues have 
not thought proper to concur with me. The committee and Congress 
will order, if they think it proper, what I have not only requested in 
vain, but, to my utter astonish me tit, have given very great offense in 
requesting.* 

1 have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Izard to Franklin.t 

Paris, April 4, 1778. 
Sir: It is with reluctance that I Unci myself compelled to be again 
troublesome to you. Your conduct has given me great uneasiness, I 
have repeatedly complained to yon, and you have several times ver- 
bally and by letter promised me an wcplanatiou of it. It is of great im- 
portance that 1 should have tbis satisfaction, and that it should be no 
longer delayed. You will therefore be so go id as to write me by the 
gentleman who is the bearer of this when I may expect you to comply 
with your promise. I must also request that you will give me in writ- 
ing the reasons which, at Ohaillot, you told me induced you to think 
that Congress did not intend I should have the alterations proposed in 
the treaty of commerce communicated to me. This you assured me at 
the time should be done within a day or two, ami though several weeks 
have elapsed, I have heard nothing from yon on the subject. I mention 
this matter to you uow because I believe my conversation with you 
bus been misrepresented. If tbis has becu done by mistake, I am de- 
sirous of having it corrected. 
I am, sir, etc., 

Ralph Izard. 



Franklin to Izard, t 

Passt, April 4, 1778. 
Sir: If I continue well, and nothing extraordinary happens to pre- 
vent it, you shall have the letter you so earnestly desire some time, next 
week, 

I am, sir, etc., 

li. Fhanklin. 



Franklin to A. Lee.t 

Passt, April 4, 1778. 
Sir: Mr. Deane communicated to me bis intention of setting out for 
America immediately as a secret, which he desired I would mention 
to nobody. I complied with his request. If he did not think fit to 

' See introduction, J$ 106, 120, H9. 

I MSS. Daj». of State ; 1, Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. C64, 

(8 Sparks' {franklin, 257; 6 Bigelow's Franklin, 155. 
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communicate it to you also, it is from liim you should demand his rea- 
sons. 

This court has an undoubted right to send as ministers whom it 
pleases ami where it pleases, without advising with us, or desiring our 
approbation. The measure of sending M. Gerard as a minister to Con- 
gress was resolved on without consulting me; but I think it a wise one, 
and, if I did not, I do not conceive that I have any right to find fault with 
it. France was not consulted when we were sent here. Your angry 
charge, therefore, of our "making a party business of it" is ground- 
less. Wo had no band in the business. And as we neither "acted 
nor advised" in it, which you suppose, your other high-sounding charge 
of onr doing thereby violence to the authority that constituted us and 
a great injury and injustice to yon is equally without foundation, As 
to Ihe concealing it from you, reasons were given by Mr. Deane that 
appeared to me satisfactory, and founded entirely on views of public 
good. I promise to communicate them to you hereafter if you desire 
it, that yon may have au opportunity of refuting them if you cau. At 
present it is not proper. 

Your third paragraph, therefore, containing a particular account of 
what passed between you and me, at my house on Monday, seems not to 
require any answer. I am still of the same opinion that, after having 
sent the treaties themselves by different good canveyances, in which 
tmttics our public character was acknowledged in the most authentic 
manner, and the avowal of the transaction by the French ambassador 
to the King of England, which was in all the papers of Europe, toe send- 
ing a vessel express to carry the news of paying our respects to court, 
which was likewise in the papers, was an expensive and altogether 
n u a eeess ary o pe ra ti on . 

I received your letter directed to Mr. Deane and myself relating to 
the .accounts. I had no opportunity of showing it to him till the evening 
of his departure, and then he was in too much of a harry to peruse it, 
I could not, therefore, sooner answer it. But I then wrote an answer, 
acquainting you that he had put into my hands the public papers, with 
all the information he could give relating to the accounts. It was 
intended to be transcribed fairly and sent to you in tho moruing. Your 
secretary called for au answer before I had time to copy it. I had a 
good deal of company ; and, thinking a verbal message might perhaps 
do as well and save the trouble, I desired him, with my compliments, 
to acquaint you that I was ready to settle the accounts with you at any 
time you should think fit to appoint except to-morrow, when I should 
be otherwise engaged. As this verbal message offended you, though I 
can not couceive why, I now send you the letter. In it I complain of 
your artful and, I think I may call them, unjust insinuations. You 
give me fresh instances in the letter I am answering. You magnify 
your zeal to have the public accounts settled, and insinuate that Mr. 
Deane and I prevented it ; he by " taking possession of all tho vouchers," 
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and both of us by taking constantly the public papers to ourselves, 
which are the property of all the commissioners. 

When this comes to be read in the committee, for whom it seems to 
be calculated rather than for me, who know the circumstances, what 
can they understand by it, but that you are the only careful, honest 
man of the three, and that we have some knavish reasons for keeping 
the accounts in the dark and you from seeing the vouchers? But the 
truth is, the papers naturally came into Mr. Deane's bauds and mine; 
first, as he was engaged in the purchasing of goods for the Cougress 
before either you or I came into Prance ; next, as somebody must keep 
the papers, and you were either on long journeys to Spain, to Vienna, 
aud Berlin, or had a commission to go ami reside in Spain, which it 
was expected would soon be executed ; whereas Mr. Deaue and I lived 
almost constantly in the same house, either at Paris or Passy; you 
separate from us ; and we did most of the business. Where, then, could 
the papers be so properly placed as with us, who had daily occasion to 
make use of them I I never knew that you desired to have the keep- 
ing of them. You uever were refused a paper, or a copy of a paper, 
that you desired.* 

As to my not acquainting you with the opportunity of writing to 
Cougress by Mr. Deane, we had lately wrote and sent, by probably 
safe conveyances, all I knew of importance to write. I therefore did not 

" To this Mr. Bigelow adds the following note: 

"Mr. Lee's complaints about tlio official papers which accumulated in the hands of 
the commissioners did not cease with the departure of Mr. Deane. They continued 
long after Mr. Adams took the place of that commissioner. For some time Mr. 
Adams lived la the same house with Dr. Franklin at Passy. To one of Mr. Lee's let- 
ters on this subject Mr. Adams replied as follows : 

" 'I have not asked Dr. franklin's opinion concerning your proposal of a room in 
your house for the papers and an hour to meet there, because I know it would he in 
vain; for I think it must appear to him more uneqnal still. It can not be expected 
that, two should go to one when it is as easy again for one to go to two ; not to men- 
tion Dr. Franklin's age, his rank in the country, or bis character in the world ; nor 
that nine-tenths of the public letters are constantly brought to this house and will 
ever be carried where Dr. Franklin is. I will venture to make a proposition in my 
turn, in which I am very sincere; it is that you would join families with us. There 
is room enough in this house to accommodate us all. You shall take the apartments 
which belong to nie at present, and I will content myself with the library room and 
the next to it. Appoint a room for busiuess, any that you please, mine or another, a 
poison to keep tho papers, and certain hours to do business. This arrangement will 
save a large sum of money to the public ; and, as it would give us a thousand oppor- 
tunities of conversing together, which now we have not, and, by having but one place 
for our countrymen aud others to go to who have occasion to visit us, would greatly 
facilitate the public business. It would remove the reproach we lie under, of which I 
confess myself very much ashamed, of not being able to agree together, and would 
make the commission moro respectable, it" not in itself, yet in the estimation of tho 
English, the French, aud the American nations; and I am sure, if we judge by the 
letters we receive, it wants to be. made more respectable, at least in the eyes of many 
persons of this country." 

PASar, October 10, 1778, 
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propose, nor do I write any letter to ttie committee by bim, especially 
as in my opinion, considering the route lie was to take, lie would not 
arrive so soon as otlier vessels which may sail long after bim; ami be 
could himself give as good an account of our being at court, the only 
public transaction since our last letters, as we could write. 

You ask me why I act so inconsistently with my duty to the 
public. This is a heavy charge, sir, which I have not deserved. lint 
it is to the public that I am accountable, and not to you. I have been 
a servant to maDy publics through a long life; liavc served tbem with 
fidelity, and have been honored by tbeir approbation. There is not a 
single instance of my ever being accused before of acting contrary to 
tbeir interest or my duty. I shall account to the. Congress, when called 
u [ion, for this very terrible offense of being silent to you about Mr, 
Deano's and Mr, Gerard's departure, and I have no doubt of tbeir 
equity in acquitting inc. 

It is true that I bave omitted answering some of your letters, par- 
ticularly your angry ones, in which you, with very magisterial airs, 
schooled and documented me as if 1 had been one of your domestics. I 
saw in the strongest light the importance of our living in decent civil- 
ity towards each other while our great affairs were depending here. I 
saw your jealous, suspicious, malignant, and quarrelsome temper, which 
was daily manifesting itself against Mr. Deaue and almost every other 
person you bad any concern with. I therefore passed your affronts in 
silence, did not answer but burnt your angry letters, and received yon, 
when I nest saw you, with the same civility as if you bad never wrote 
them. Perhaps I may still pursue the same conduct and not send you 
these. I believe I shall not, unless exceedingly pressed by you; for of 
all things I iiate altercation. 

One word more about the accounts. You tell me that my reason for 
not settling the accounts before was that it was not my business; now, 
it seemed my business only, and Mr. Deaue had nothing to do with it. 
Both these positions are imaginary, I could never bave given any such 
reasons, being always willing to settle accounts with everybody, and 
not having tli e least motive to delay or postpone the settlement of these. 
Nor could it seem that I should say Mr. Dcane bad nothing to do with 
it. He had done what he could towards it, and, being actually gone, 
could do no more. The infinity of business we have had is the true and 
only reason that I know of why they have not been settled, that is, 
why we did not meet, sit down, and compare the vouchers with the 
articles in the banker's account, in order to see that the charges were 
Supported and that be had given us due credit for the moneys we had 
put into his hands. This, I apprehend, is all we have to do here. It is 
to the Congress we are separately to account tor the separate drafts we 
have made on him. This Mr. Deane can do when lie arrives, having 
taken a copy of the account with him. 

If you think we should account to one another for our expenses I have 
no objection, though I never expected it. I believe they will be found 
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very moderate. I answer mine will, having had only the necessaries of 
lite, and purchased nothing besides except the eneyelopa;dia, nor sent 
a sixpence worth of anything to my friends or family in America. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

B. Franklin. 



A. Ijee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs.* 

Paris, April 5, 1778. 
Gentlemen: Having pressed the matter of supplies from Spain, 1 
received an answer yesterday that endeavors would be used to send 
j on succors through the Havana, The present critical situation of that 
court renders them averse to being more particular, or to have appli- 
cations made to them, but I think they will not long remain under this 
embarrassment. 

Dr. Franklin and I are now settling the accounts as well as we can 
from the papers Mr. Deane thought proper to leave in Dr. Franklin's 
hands. How orderly and adequate they are you will judge your- 
selves from the list which I shall take care to transmit fo you. I am 
obliged to say that this gentleman took to himself the entire manage- 
ment of the business, in which I could obtain no share without a quarrel ; 
that my advice and assistance were always rejected, and he never would 
settle accounts. Whether he has conducted it well you will have the 
means of determining by what you have received compared with the 
sums expended, which I shall make it my duty to transmit to you, 

I can not venture to detail to you the plans of this court relative to 
the conduct of the war in your quarter. You will probably see the com- 
mencement of thetn before this reaches you. I enclose some additional 
ami as I conceive necessary articles, which I shall endeavor to obtain, 
if Congress approve of them. I also send an accurate list of the actual 
and intended force of Great Britain. 

With my utmost duty aud respect to Congress, I bare the honor to 
be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 

P. S. — Being obliged to send this by post, the articles must be de- 
ferred, as being too voluminous. 



Franklin to A. Lee.) 

Passy, April 6, 1778. 
Sir ; Mr. Williams had orders from Mr. Deane and myself to pur- 
chase and make up a large quantity of clothing and ship the same, in 
pursuance of the orders of Congress. I imagine you were not in France 

* MSS. Dep. of Stat»; I Sparks' Dip. Rev, Corr. 4S7 ; 2 A. Lee's Life, 41, under 
dale of April 4, 1774. 
t fi Sparks' Franklin, 265; 6 Bigelow'a Franklin, 162. 
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when the measure was taken, and so could not be consulted. But you 
certainly have been acquainted with it since your return. I never heard 
that yon made any objection to it, and you may at any time have fuller 
information if desired. I think the orders of any two of us in these 
eases are sufficient, and that, if we have given directions to an agent 
of ours to draw on our banker in discharge of contracts made properly 
for the public service, his drafts ought to be honored. The reason of 
permitting him to draw on our banker instead of ourselves, was, as I 
understand it, convenient at that time, to mask more effectually our 
building and equipping vessels of force. If, iu a single instance, he is 
known or suspected to have abused this confidence placed in him, I am 
ready to join with you in putting a stop to his proceedings by ordering 
his bills to be protested. If not, I think the public service requires 
that he should complete his orders, which, as far as I have ever heard, 
he has hitherto executed with great care, fidelity, and ability. As to 
the want of funds with Mr, Grand, I suppose that, before the bills 
drawn on him become due, which are charged in his account and bring 
the balance against us, he will be fully supplied with what are neces- 
sary. 

I send you herewith sundry letters relating to our affairs for your 
perusal ami advice upon them. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 13. Feanklin. 



A. Leo to the Committee of Foreign Affairs. ■ 

PAlllS, April 8, 1778. 
Gentlemen: Whether there were any public dispatches for you by 
the opportunity that carries Mr. Deane, the late commissioner, I do not 
know, because my colleagues concealed his departure from me. 1 trust 
you will think it proper to desire the reason of such conduct, the tend- 
ency of which is too plain and too pernicious not to require censure, if 
it can not, as I conceive it can not, be justified by stronger reasons of 
utility.* 

Great Britain has not yet thought proper to declare war in form 
against France, but the vessels and sailors of each nation are recipro- 
cally seized iu their ports, and a French frigate has lately made prize 
of an English privateer. Both are preparing with all possible dispatch, 
and both waiting for your decisive declaration with an anxiety propor- 
tioned to their conviction of that declaration deciding the fate of the war. 

As far as 1 can venture to judge of courts and ministers, those of 
this country seem cordially disposed to co-operate with you iu driving 

* MSS. Dep. of State; I Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 483; 2 A. Lee's Life, 4:2. 

t The reason was, as previously stated, that Franklin and Deane were not author- 
ized by the French court to make known to any person the sailing of the fleet. 
SPAUKii, As to reasons, see notes to A. Lee's let ter of April 2, 1773, supra. 
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the English entirely out of America. But from what I could observe 
during the conference on the treaty, they seem to have some wishes rel- 
ative to the islands of the fishery which are not altogether compatible 
with the system laid down by Congress. 

The war between the Emperor and the King of Prussia seems inevita- 
ble. It will be a war of giants, and must engage all Germany. Three 
hundred thousand men, the best disciplined and tbo best led that e%'er 
made war, are ready to dispute the question on each side. Russia is 
sufficiently occupied by her own situation in regard to the Porte. The 
north is therefore no longer a subject for your apprehension. The 
whole house of Bourbon will certainly join in the war against Englaud. 
Holland, therefore, seems the principal object of negotiation now ; be- 
cause, if the enemy should be deprived of her amity, they sooiimust be 
reduced to a carte blanche. 

This is the present situation of Europe. I inclose you a memorial,* 
which I wrote last year, and have now sent to Holland, to promote 
the disposition we arc informed they entertain at present in our tavor. 
In the additional articles I sent for your consideration there are some 
not very materially different, but as they are expressed in a different 
manner, I thought it might be of use to submit the choice to you. 

The enclosed report t is what I received from the court of Spain in 
answer to an application in behalf of the people who have involved 
themselves in this unfortunate situation. 

It is proper to inform you that the department of Spain to which it 
has pleased Congress to destine me is the most expensive of any, be- 
cause the court pass different parts of the year at four different places, 
at which every public minister is obliged to reside, and consequently to 
have a house, which augments very much his expense. As I wish to 
avoid all occasion of blame, I mention this circumstance that I may not 
appear to bo extravagant, should my expense increase on going thither. 

You will greatly oblige me by presenting my duty to Congress, and 
believing me to be, with the greatest respect, etc. 

Arthur Lee. 



A. Lee's Memorial for Holland, t 

When the ancestors of the present inhabitants of the United States 
of America first settled in that country they did it entirely at their own 
expense. The public of England never granted one shilling to aid in 
their establishment. Had any such grants existed they must have heeu 
upon record. The State of England, therefore, could uot justly claim 
the benefit of an acquisition which it never made. 

*Tliis memorial was printed and circulated in Holland by Hie friends of tbe Ameri- 
can cause. — Spakks. 
t Missing.— Sparks. 

{ MSS. Dep. of Statu, 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 4'JQ. 
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Upon tills priudlrie tlie flrat settlers couceived they bail <t riyhtto ex- 
change and sell the produce of their labor to (ill nations, tctfhmt control. 
Thin right tbey actually enjoyed unquestioned till the year IuTjIIj then 
it was that tlie English, in violation of every principle of justice, 
usurped and established a monopoly of the American commerce, which 
they maintained till the rigor of their domination compelled the Amer- 
icans to reclaim their ancient unalienable rights by declaring them- 
selves free and independent Slates. In consequence of this, all nations 
are restored to the participation of that commerce, from which the mo- 
nopolizing" spirit of the English bad unjustly excluded them, 

No nation is more interested in this event than the Dutch, because it 
was against them that the establishment of tlie monopoly was chiefly 
intended. The great object of commercial policy with the States of 
Holland was and is the carrying trade, lit consequence of this, when 
the commerce of America was free, the Dutch vessels in the American 
ports outnumbered those of England. But in the year 1G51 a quarrel 
arose between the States of Holland and tlie then Republic of England. 
The English, jealous of their naval p«wer, resolved to destroy their 
Ani erica u commerce, which contributed so much to its support. To 
effect this, the council of state projected and passed, on the 1st of De- 
cember, 1631, the navigation ordinance, by which the carriage of Amer- 
ican produce was prohibited except in English bottoms. The Dutch 
foresaw the intention and felt the effects of this measure. Their re- 
sentment of it added fuel to the war that raged from that time to the 
year 1G54 will) so much fury. 

Their success, however, was not sufficient to re establish what hail 
been thus violently wrested from theiu. In negotiating the peace that 
concluded that war, De Witt labored with his usual abilities to obtain 
an abolition of the act, but all his efforts were ineffectual. Cromwell, 
who was not his inferior in acuteness, maintained the usurpation, anil 
under Charles the Second it received the form and sanction of au act 
of Parliament. Thus, in despite of all their efforts, this valuable branch 
of commerce was wrested from the Dutch and monopolized by the En- 
glish. 

But what neither the uncommon talents of De Witt nor the strug- 
gles of an obstinate anil bloody war could effect the course of human 
events has produced. The wealth and power arising from this very 
monopoly so intoxicated Great Britain, as to make her think there 
were no bounds to the exercise of the control she has usurped. Not 
content, therefore, with thus restraining the Americans for her own 
emolument in the mode of acquiring money, she arrogated to herself the 
right of taking that which was obtained under those restraints. The 
natural consequence of thus urging her domination and adding a new 
usurpation lo the former was the abolition of the whole. America has, 
in form, renounced her connection with Great Britain, and is maintain- 
iug her rights by arms. 



APRIL 10, 1778. 



545 



The consequence of her success will be the re-establishment of com- 
merce upon its ancient, free, and general footing. All nations are 
interested in this success, but none so much as the Dutch. From them, 
therefore, America, in a most sjiecial manner, looks for support. Resent- 
ment of an ancient injury, the poliey of their ancestors, their present 
ittercst, unite iu calling upon them for a spirited avowal and support 
of the independence of America. They will not forget the Wood that 
was spilt in endeavoring to vindicate their right when it was first 
invaded. They will not forget the insolence and injustice with which 
Great Britain harassed their trade during the late war, by means of 
that very naval strength which she derived from her usurped monopoly. 
Tucy can not but feel at this moment the insult and indignity from the 
British court, iu presuming t 0 forbid them that free participation of 
commerce which America offers. 

The extraordinary remittances which the people of America have 
made to the merchants of Great Britain since tho commencement of 
this dispute is a proof of their honor and good faith ; so much more 
safe and advantageous is it to trust money with a young, industrious, 
thriving people, than with an old nation overwhelmed with debt, 
abandoned to extravagance, and immersed in luxury. By maintaining 
tho independence of America a new avenue will be opened for the 
employment of money, where lauded property, as yet untouched by 
mortgage or other incumbrances, will answer for the principal, and the 
industry of a young and uuinvolved people would insure the regular 
payment of interest. The mouey-holder would iu that case be relieved 
from the continual fears and apprehensions which every agitation of 
the English stocks perpetually excites. He might count his profits 
without anxiety, and plan his moneyed transactions with certainty. 

These are the substantial objects of advantage which America holds 
up to the people of Holland, and this the moment of embracing them. 



Franklin and Lee to Dumas.' 

Passy, April 10, 177S. 
Sir : We received your despatch of the 3d instant, and approve very 
much the care and paius you constantly take iu sending us the best in- 
telligence of foreign affairs. We have now the pleasure of acquainting 
you that Mr. John Adams, a member of Congress, appointed to succeed 
Mr. Deane in this commission, is safely arrived here. He came over in 
the Boston, a frigate of thirty guns, belonging to tho United States. 
In the passage they met and made prize of a large English letter of 
marque ship of fourteen guns, the Martha, bound to New York, oil 
whose cargo £70,000 sterling were insured in London. It contains 

' 1 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Corr. 27o. , 
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abundance of necessaries for America, whither she is despatched, ;uul 
we hope slie will get well into one of our ports. 

Mr. Adams acquaints us that it had been moved in Congress to send 
a minister to Holland, but that, although tiiere was the best disposi- 
tion towards (bat country and desire to have and maintain a good 
understanding with their high mightinesses and a free commerce with 
t heir subjects, the measure was respectfully postponed for the present, 
till their sentiments on it could be known, from an apprehension that pos- 
sibly their connections with England might make the receiving an Ameri- 
can minister as yet inconvenient, and (if Holland should have tlic same 
good-will toward us) a little embarrassing. Perhaps, as our independ- 
ency begins to wear the appearance of greater stability since our acknowl- 
edged alliance with France, that difficulty may be lessened. Of this 
we wish you to take the most prudent methods privately to inform your- 
self. It seems clearly to be the interest of Holland to share in the 
rapidly growing commerce of their young sister republic; and as iu 
the love of liberty and bravery in defense of it she has been our great 
example, we hope circumstances aud constitutions, in many respects so 
similar, may produce mutual benevolence, and that the unfavorable 
impressions made on the minds of some ia America by the rigor with 
which supplies of arms and ammunition were refused them iu their dis- 
tress may soon be worn off aud obliterated by a friendly intercourse 
aud reciprocal good offices. 

When Mr. Adams left America, which was about the middle of Feb- 
ruary, our affairs were daily improviug, our troops well supplied with 
arms and provisions and in good order, and the army of General liur- 
goyne, being detained for breaches of the capitulation, we had in our 
hands above ten thousand prisoners of the enemy. 

We are, sir, your most obedient humble servants, 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Dumas," 

Paris, April 10, 1778, 
Sir: The within letter to you is so written that you may show it 
on occasion. We send enclosed a proposed draft of a letter to the 
grand pensionary, but as we are unacquainted with forms, and may not 
exactly have hit your idea with regard to the matter and expression, we 
wish you would consult with our friends upon it, and retnru it with 
the necessary corrections. 

B. Franklin. 
Arthitr Lee. 
John Adams. 

" 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr, 274. 
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DRAFT OF A PROPOSED LETTER FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO THE GRAND PENSION- 
ARY OF HOLLAND.* 

Sin : We have the lionor of acquainting your excellency tbat the United States of 
North America, being now an independent power, and acknowledged as such by this 
court, a treaty of amity and commerce is completed between France and the said 
United States, of which we sball speedily sendyonr excellency a copy, to be commu- 
nicated, if yon think proper, to their high mightinesses, for whom tbe United States 
bavo the greatest respectj and the strongest desire that a good understanding may he 
cultivated, and atnntnally beneficial commerce established between tbe people of the 
two nations, which, as will be sceu, there is nothing in tbe above-mentioned treaty 
to prevent or impede. 

We have the honor to bo, with great respect, yonr excellency's, etc. 



Izard to Henry Laurena.) 

Paris, April 11, 1778. 

Dear Sib: I send copies of ray letters whenever 1 bear of an oppor- 
tunity, in hopes of some of them getting safe to your hands. 

[Mauy of them are lost at sea and by the chance of war. When these 
happen they must be patiently submitted to; but when there is reason 
(o apprehend that tricks have been played it is very provoking. Mr. 
Lee assures me he has discovered that his dispatches to Congress have 
been opened by Mr. Deane, and likewise a letter of bis which was put 
(ionfidentialiy into that gentleman's hands. The last mentioned letter, 
Mr. Lee says, was nicely cut round the edges of the seal and afterwards 
closed with fresh wax. This is a shocking piece of business, and al- 
most incredible. Mr. Lee, however, asserts it with such confidence that 
I can have no doubt of the fact. The reason of my mentioning this to 
yon is tbat my letters to Congress have necessarily gone through his 
bauds while he was here. His brother had the charge of all our dis- 
patches, which went by the Sensible, & French frigate, and as they were 
a day or two delayed, 1 should be glad if you would examine if any such 
operation as I have mentioned has been performed on my letter to yon 
by that opportunity. The contents of the cover which was at tbat time 
addressed to you were the same as the one which goes by the present 
conveyance except this letter and the copy of the 1st of April; and the 
cover which is put into the hands of Mr. Gerard, the plenipotentiary of 
the court of France to the Congress, who goes in the same ship with Mr. 
Deane, the same likewise, except the letter of April 1. It is very dis- 
tressing to think of such things, but when one has reason to suspect 
knavery it is at least prudent to be on our guard. You will be so good 
as to inform me what letters of mine got toyour hands and by what op- 
portunities, as I have not missed a single opportunity of writing to you 
that I have been informed of since I have been in France. Dr. F. and 



* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr. 27f> ; 6 Bigelow'a Franklin, 1G4. 
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Mr. Deane have as much as possible concealed from inc the opportuni- 
ties of writing to Congress. This was certainly behaving very ill 5 but 
to let Mr. Gerard and Mr. Deane go away without giving me the least 
intimation of it was a very high insult to Congress. I have been lately 
made acquainted with the opportunity by which these gentlemen wcut 
(not by Dr. F.); the affair was ceitainly of a very important nature and 
required the utmost secrecy. I do nob complain of the secret of the 
business being kept from mc ; perhaps it was very proper that this 
should be done; but it appears very clearly to me to be Dr. F.'s duty to 
inform me whenever a good and safe opportunity offers to write to Con- 
gress. The object of these gentlemen is to have Mr. Deane come hack 
in a public character— if not to France perhaps to Jlolland or some other 
court of Europe — and therefore they are afraid of having reasons given 
why this should not be the case. 1 am of opinion that he is upon every 
account an improper person to be employed by Cougress. Mr. Lee, I 
believe, has writteu fully upon this subject to his brothers in Congress, 
and I should be glad that you would have some conversation with them 
about it.]* 

Mr. Adams arrived in Paris two days ago, and it is no small disap- 
pointment to me that be has brought me no letters from you. I was at 
first afraid that my dispatches by the Benjamin, which Mr. Folger hud 
tbc charge of, had been stolen, as well as Mr. Lee's, but am very glad to 
find by a letter from Mr. Lovell to Dr. Franklin that all my letters got 
safe. What a very extraordinary piece of villainy this must have been. 
I ha ve the strongest suspicion who the person is that was at the bottom 
of it, but will not take upon mo to ineutiou bis name. I most sincerely 
hope, whoever he is, that he may be discovered and brought to light. 
It is much to be feared that this will prove a difficult matter, as the per- 
son who could be. capable of it must be sensible bow dangerous it must 
be tor him to be discovered, and therefore, without doubt, the utmost 
cunning and precaution have been employed to conceal himself. 

I think myself much obliged to my friends in Congress who have as- 
signed me the department of Tuscany; I prefer it to any of the courts 
except France or England, The former, it is probable, will be filled by 
one of the present commissioners. Should Englaud, in two or three 
years, acknowledge the sovereignty and independence of the States, it 
would be very agreeable to me if Congress thought me worthy of being 
their representative at that court. I flatter myself witli the hopes of 
having your approbation; at the same time I must repeat what I have 
mentioned iu a former letter, that I would wish to be as little trouble- 
some to my friends as possible. 

It is particularly distressing to me, as I am living at the public 
expense, to be obliged so often to inform you that it still continues 
improper for me to go to Florence. I have consulted this court on the 
subject, and they are of opinion that I should wait here until a more fa- 
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vorable opportunity offers. In following this advice I think that 1 am 
acting aecurdiug to the wishes of Congress, and yon may depend upon 
it that I shall upon all occasions continue to do so to the best of my judg- 
ment. I have not written lately to the committee of foreign affairs. 
As I have writteu to you by every opportunity I thought it unnecessary, 
and I should be obliged to you if you would give that reasou to them. 
I have never hart any instructions on this point from Congress, and 
Whenever you receive anything from me which you think necessary to 
he laid before those gentlemen I should be obliged to you if you would 
be so good as to communicate it to them. You will be so good as to let 
me have your opinion on this point, whether it will he necessary for me 
to write to the committee or if it will be sufficient for me to write to you 
only. 

The commissioners at this court have not yet been received into the 
corps diplomatique, because they have not had proper letters of credence 
from Congress. When those letters are sent to them yon will be so 
good as to let them be sent to me, and also to Mr. William Lee. The 
title of commissioner is not at present used, as formerly, in the courts 
of Europe. I will venture to give you my opinion privately on this 
subject, which is that the representatives from the States of America 
at the courts of Prance and Spain should be ambassadors, and at the 
others ministers plenipotentiary. The last title is in general use; the 
persons possessed of it take rank below envoys, and therefore I would 
prefer it, because it will probably prevent all disputes. I mention this 
solely to yourself, and you will either make use of it or not as you 
think proper. 

Mr, William Lee has a commission not only to the emperor, but 
likewise one to the King of Prussia. This is a very unlucky circum- 
stance, as those two princes are in all probability on the point of going 
to war with each other. Mr. Lee is gone into Germany without being 
fully determined which court he should present himself at first. I am 
inclined to think that it will be that of Berlin. Congress, in the com- 
mission which was sent out for the court of Vienna, forgot to mention 
the empress queen. This was a great mistake, as she is during her life 
the sovereign of all the hereditary dominions of her family, and the 
emperor is only bead of the German Empire. I do not know whether 
Mr. Lee has mentioned this in his letters to Congress, but it is of con- 
siderable importance, and should be attended to whenever a new com- 
mission is sent out. 

1 have the honor to be, etc., 

Ralph Izard. 

P. S. — The seal that 1 shall make use of in all my letters to you will 
either be my coat of arms, which is on this, or a rattlesnake, with this 
motto, "Don't tread on me." 
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Congress. " 

April 13, 1 778. 

liesolred, That the commissioners of the United States in France 
be authorized to determine ami settle with the bouse of Koderique 
Hortalez and Company the compensation, if any, which should be 
allowed them ou all merchandise and warlike stores shipped by tkrm 
for the use of the United States previous to the 14th day of April. 
1773, over and above the commission allowed them in the sixth article 
of the proposed contract between the committee of commerce and John 
Baptiste Lazarus Toriueau de Frauey. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Rosa, t 

Passy, April 13, 1778. 
Sir: The papers you mention are in the disposition of Mr. William 
Lee, who is gone to Germany. It is therefore not in our power to 
comply with what you desire. Neither are we able to make you any 
further advances. We wish yon would send us, with all convenient 
expedition, copies of the invoices and bills of lading for those gnoi Is 
which were paid for with the money we formerly furnished yon. Wo 
do not think it within our province to make an entire settlement with 
you. The money in Mr. Sch weigh auser's hands, which you say is under 
the direction and order of Mr. E. Morris, ought lobe disposed of accord- 
ing to those orders. The trade being now free from this country, it 
seems improper to us to give the passport you ask. 
We are, sir, your most obedient servants, 

b. franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 

1*. S. — Mr. William Lee is at Frankfort, where a letter from you may 
possibly find him; but his stay there is very uncertain, 



A. Lee to Committee of Correspondence. ! 

Paris, April hi, 1778. 
Gentlemen : I have seen your examination of Captain Folger, who 
has either not told the truth relative to the contents of what ho con- 
fesses to have opened, or they were opened before he received them. 
Fie mentions a letter from Mr. Hancock and Mr. It. H. Lee being in 
the same packet and in the common envelope, which is not so, as I 
have not the honor of being Mr. Hancock's correspondent. The large 

*MSS. secret journals, Dep. of State; printeil secret journal. 
1 1 Sjiarks Dip, Rev, Corr., K7G. 
t 2 A. Lee'a Life, 44. 
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packet, marked " Despatekes," was sealed with my seal, ami contained 
a packet for the chairman of the secret committee, one for Samuel 
Adams, esq., one for F. L. Lee, esq., and several for E. H. Lee, esq. 
Tkey were large and contained a great many letters, public aud private. 
Tkis transaction obliges me to call to uiiud aud state to you a great 
many previous circumstances. 

Tke first of my dispatckes which fell into his hands after his arrival 
here be is charged by Mr. Carmichael with kaviug opened. It is true 
lie accuses Mr. Oartniebael of having done it, aud all I am certain of 
is, that they were opened and detained. Mr. C. appeals to Mr. Rogers, 
who, he says, was present, and wko is now a major in the army of the 
States. I have now iu my possession a letter, which I sealed myself, 
delivered to Mr. Deane, and received from him with tke seal apparently 
uutoucked ; but upon examination it was clear it kad been opened, and 
tkat with a dexterity not easily described, but of which there remains 
very convincing proofs. 

Tkese instances mark a strong desire iu Mr, Deane to become ac- 
quainted with what was under my seal, and I shall proceed to skew 
tkat this curiosity was likely to be much angmented at the period tkat 
Folger's dispatckes were examined. 

Upon my return from Gennauy I received information that two per- 
sons, entirely in tke confidence of Mr. Deane (Dr. Baukcroft and Mr, 
Carmickael), and maintained by him with the public money, had been 
speaking with great enmity against me, aud circulating reports that 
both the otlier commissioners were enemies to me, and that we were at 
opeu variance. Such variance did not then exist, but tkey kad laid 
tke foundation of it so effectually during my absence tkat it could not 
fail to happen so as apparently to justify their assertions. Tke report 
of tkis variance had been industriously propagated not only in France 
but in England. Tke persou who was present at these conversations 
was clearly of opinion, from the similarity of tke manner, tkat some 
most atrocious abuse of my brother and me, with no very modest 
praises of my colleagues and of Mr. Oarmichael, which were inserted 
in tke Euglisk newspapers, came from I he same persons. A gentleman 
to whom I had intrusted tkis information, with the design of conciliat- 
ing difi'erences, apprised theni of it. This gave them great alarm ; aud 
I found they were exerting themselves to prevent me from getting any 
further information, and were under great apprekension of tke conse- 
quences of wuat I had already received. This was a little before the 
dispatches in questiou were written. Captain Hynson was sent to 
Havre by Mr. Deane; he corresponded with him, and received his 
orders from him. Everything relating to it was kept a profound secret 
from me. Tke same management was used relative to Captaiu Folger. 
Theonlers, the committee have seen, were given and not signed by me; 
I never before saw or beard of them, though I was at that time in the 
same bouse with iny colleagues ; nor did tkey communicate to me the 
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vessel, the place, or the person who was to carry our dispatches. This 
conceal uieut of things from me Has been much practiced since, as I 
suppose the information received from those letters made it appear 
more necessary. 

That Mr. Deane, and those connected with him, should think their 
own safety much concerned in examining and detaining my dispatches, 
written at such a juncture, is exceedingly probable. That they 
would not hesitate about the means, their former proceedings prove. 
I had also, previous to this, a proof of Mr. (Jarmichael's curiosity to 
examine my correspondence. My letters from London were addressed 
under cover to a tailor in Paris. I received one day by the penny post, 
iu a cover addressed by a strange hand, a letter such as used to come 
through that channel, but which was open. Upon inquiring of the 
tailor, he told me that he had sent the packet to Mr. Oarmichael, and 
that Mr. Carmiehacl's man had left word with his foreman to send all 
letters that came to him, including mine, to his master. This I have 
under the foreman's hand. 1 do not believe that any one iu Paris but 
Mr. Oarmichael knew of my letters coming that way, aud he knew it a 
little before by accident. 

How far these circumstances justify my suspicion I must submit to 
Congress. It seems certain that Captain Hynson was bribed by 
England, aud if he had access giveu him to take my dispatches, he 
might have served botli his employers by also taking the general 
dispatches. 

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

Arthur Lee.* 



Dumas to the Committee of Foreign Affairs.) 

The Hague, April 14, 1778. 
Gentlemen : I have the satisfaction of being able to apprise you 
that siuce the declaration of France, made here the 18th of March, 
affairs have taken in this country a. most favorable turn. My last jour- 
ney to Amsterdam lias not been useless. But I can not trust to paper 
aud to the vicissitudes of so long a voyage the detail of my operations. 
I constantly give information to your honorable commissioners, to 
whom I write almost every post. I will say only in general that the 
cabal of your enemies fails iu all the attempts it has made to engage 
this republic to put herself in the breach for them. The republic is 
firmly determined to the most perfect neutrality if there be war ; aud I 
wait ouly the letters of the honorable commissioners at Paris, whom 

*As to tlioft of Folgcr's papers, see supra, committee, etc., to commissioners, Jan. 
13, 1773. Carmicliael's liigb iibaructer as a man of honoi and loyalty leftila us to dm- 
miss tbe above cliarge as a wild aud unfounded suspicion. See Introduction {171. 
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I have requested to propose a friendship and commerce direct and 
avowed between your States and theirs.* 

We are preparing a third pieee upou credit. I will add copies of it 
to my packet when it is printed. 

At the moment I am about to seal my packet I learn for certain " that 
Lord Chatham, on the 7th of April, in the House of Lords, pleaded 
with so much warmth for not giving up the dependence of America, 
nor giving away the Americans, because lie considered them a here- 
ditament of the Prince of Wales, the Bishop of Osnaburgh, and tbe 
whole royal line of Brunswick, that he fainted away, but was soon 
recovered by the aid of two physicians. He confessed, however, that, 
he did not know what the means were of preserving both." 
I have the honor, etc., 

Dumas, t 



Lovell, for Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners at Paris.) 

York, April 16, 1778. 
Gentlemen: This, with my affectionate wishes for your prosperity, 
may serve to acquaint you that Congress has this day resolved, "That 
William Bingham, agent for the United States of America, now resi- 
dent in Martinique, be authorized to draw bills of exchange at double 
usance on tbe commissioners of the United States at Paris for any 
sums not exceeding in the whole one hundred thousand livres tournois, 
to enable him to discharge debts by him contracted on account of the 
said States, for which draft he is to be accountable." Mr. Bingham will 
forward the American gazettes with this billet of advice* and tell you 
why we have enabled him to draw upon you when we have stores of 
produce in magazines for exportation. He will also inform you of our 
anxiety to know something of your proceedings and prospects, an un- 
common fatality having attended your dispatches ever since the month 
of May last. 

I am, with much esteem, etc, 

James Lovell, 
For the Committee. 



Lovell, for Committee of Foreign Affairs, to Bingham. § 

York, April 10, 1778, 
Sir: Herewith you have a copy of what I did myself the pleasure of 
writing to you on the 2d of last month ; since which time wo have 

*Od this subject see letter to M. Dumas, in 6 com mission era 1 correspondence, :i?18.* 
t For a letter from tbe committee of foreign affairs to M. Dumas, dated May 14, 1778, 
see correspondence of the commissioners in France, 281. 
|MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Cotr., 278. 
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received your favors of January U and 2G, EYbruaiy S and 21. \our 
draft of £23,554 9s. 9rf., in favor of the secret (now commercial) com- 
mittee, has been duly paid. The four first charges in your account 
current — like many otlier sums on similar occasions here — have been 
expended to no sort of profit to the Continent; but I hope wo have 
seen the last of such expenses. Youi situation must have been v< ry 
disagreeable, indeed, in consequence of the failure of remittances from 
hence. Large quantities of tobacco have been long stored; hut our 
bays and coasts are so infested by the enemy's ships of war, that it is 
impossible for ns to conduct agreeably to our earnest wishes of main- 
taining the best credit iu our commercial concerns abroatl. It is prob- 
able that a commercial board — not members of Congress— will be very 
soon established ; so that the whole time of the conductors may be spent 
in exertions for the public benefit in that branch of continental busi- 
ness. 

The want of intelligence from our commissioners at Paris makes it 
improper for us to draw largely on them at present; therefore you must 
content yourself with the. economical bounds of the power which is 
given to you by the within resolve of Congress of this day. Be assured, 
that all possible attempts will be made tor your relief by remittances 
of our produce. 

I find it impossible to convey to you anything of a plan of operations 
for this campaign. The enemy, having the sea open to them, must have 
the lead iu military matters; wo must oppose or follow them, just as 
they think fit, either to attempt an advance or to retire. It is hardly 
probable they will again attack New England without large re-enforce- 
ments. 

Our correspondent at The Hague is very regular, but his intelligence 
is never in season to form the ground of any of our proceedings. We 
have packets from him in continuance to the letter Y, December lfi, 
though our commissioners have not been able to convey one safely 
since May last. It is strange that they can not succeed through you. 
But, indeed, you appear also to know but little of them. 

Mr. Deane being wanted here, Mr. John Adams sailed the 17th Feb- 
ruary, to take his place at the court of Versailles. It is probable you 
will hear of his arrival before this reaches you. It seems needless to 
desire you to give us early notice of that and other foreign intelligence. 
Your usual punctuality needed not the spur of Ihe information which 
I have given yon of our present great ignorance of the situation and 
transactions of the gentlemen at Paris. 

I am, with much regard, your friend and hnmble servant, 

James Loveel, 
For the Committee of Foreign Affairs. 
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Franklin to Bancroft,* 

PASSY, April 16, 1778. 
Dear Sir: I wish you would assure our friend that Dr. Fraukliu 
never gave any such expectations to Mr. Pultney, Ou the contrary, 
he told him that the commissioners could not succeed in their mission, 
whether they went to recover the dependence or to divide. His opinion 
is eon firmed hy the enclosed resolves, which perhaps it may not be 
amiss to publish in England. Please send me the newspaper. 
Yours, affectionately, 

B. FRANKLIN.t 



Hartley to Franklin, t 

Paris, April 23, 1788. 

Dear Sir: I will take care of all your commissions. This moment a 
seeoud packet of infinite value is received, which I shall cherish as a 
mark of affection from you. I opened the letter by mistake which 
came with it, and soon saw it was not for me. I hope you will excuse 
it. I choose rather to throw myself upon your goodness for the excuse 
than anything else. I shall not set out till between one and two ; there- 
fore, if you will be so good as to send me another copy, I will take 
care of it and deliver it safely. 

God bless you, my dear friend. No exertion or endeavor on my part 
shall be wanting that we may some time or other meet again in peace. 
Your powers are infinitely more influential than mine. To those pow- 
ers I trust my last hopes. I will conclude, blessed are the peace- 
makers. 

Your affectionate friend, 

D. Hartley. 

p, s, — if tempestuous times should come, take care of your own 
safety; events are uncertain, and men may be capricious. 



Franklin to Hartley, i Under letter from Hartley to Franklin, of April 23, 1778. 

I thank you for your kind caution, but having nearly finished a long 
life, I set but little value on what remains of it. Like a draper, when 
one chaffers with him for a remnant, I am ready to say, "As it is only the 
fag end, I will not differ with you about it; take it for what you please." 
Perhaps the best use such an old fellow can be put to is to make a 
martyr of him. 

B. Franklin. 



* •! Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 30 ; 6 Bijjolow's Fraukliu, 167. 

t See Franklin to Pultney, March 30, 1778; Franklin to Reel, March 13, 1780. 

t'2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 30. 

$2 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Coir., 31 ; 6 Bigelow's Franklin, 168. 



556 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, 



.FraDklin to Vergennea. " 

Passat, April 24, 1778, 
Sir : Mr. Hartley, a member of Parliament, an old acquaintance of 
mine., arrived here from Loudon on Sunday last. He is generally in 
the opposition, especially on American questions, but has some respect 
for Lord North. In conversation he expressed the strongest anxiety for 
peace with America, and appeared extremely desirous to know my 
sentiments of the terms which might probably be acceptable if ottered: 
Whether America would not, to obtain peace, grant some superior ad- 
vantages in trade to Britain, and enter into an alliance offensive and 
defensive; whether, if war should be declared against France, we had 
obliged ourselves by treaty to join with her against England. 

My auswers have been, that tlie United States were not fond of war, 
and with the advice of their friends woald probably be easily prevailed 
with to make peace on equitable terms; but we had no terms commit- 
ted to us to propose, and I did not choose to mention any; that Britain, 
having injured us heavily by making this unjust war upon us, might 
think herself well off, if, on reparation of those injuries, we admitted her 
to equal advantages with other nations in commerce, but certainly she 
had no reason to expect superior; that her known fondness for war, and 
the many instances of her readiness to engage in wars on irivolous occa- 
sions, were probably satticient to cause an immediate rejection of every 
proposition for an offensive alliance with ber; and that if she made war 
against France on our account, a peace with us at the same time was 
impossible; for that, haying met with friendship from that generous 
nation when we were cruelly oppressed by England, we were under 
ties stronger than treaties could form to make common cause, which 
we should certainly do to the utmost of our power. 

Here has also been with me a Mr, Chapman, who says he is a mem- 
ber of the Parliament of Ireland, on his way home from Xice, where he 
had been for the recovery of his health. He pretended to call on me 
only from motives of respect for my character, etc. But after a few 
compliments he entered on a similar discourse, urging much to know 
what terms would satisfy America, and whether, on having peace and 
independence granted to us, we should not be willing to submit to the 
navigation act, or give equivalent privileges in trade to Britain, The 
purport of my answer to him was, in short, that peace was of equal 
value to England as to us, and independence we were already in poses- 
sion of; that, therefore, England's oiler to grant them to us could not 
be considered as proposing any favor or as giving her a right to expect 
peculiar advantages in commerce. By his importunity I found his visit 
was not so occasional as he represented it, and from some expressions 
I conjectured he might be sent by Lord Shelburne to sound me and 
collect some information. On the whole, 1 gather from these couversa- 

* 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 31; 6 Higelow's Franklin, 170 ; & Spaiks' Franklin, 3G8. 
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tions that, the opposition, as well as the ministry, fire perplexed with 
the present situation of affairs, and know not which way to turn them- 
selves, whether it is best to go backward or forward, or what steps to 
take to extricate that nation from its present dangerous situation. 

I thought it right to give your excellency an account of these inter- 
views, and to acquaint you with my intention of avoiding such here- 
after, as I see but littie prospect of utility in them, and think they are 
very liable to hurtful misrepresentations. 

By advices from London we learn that a fleet for Quebec, with goods 
valued at five hundred thousand pounds sterling, is to sail about the 
end of this month under convoy onlyof a single frigate of thirty guns, 
in which is to go Governor Haldimand. 

Enclosed I send a paper I have just received from London. It is not 
subscribed by any name, but I know the hand. It is from an old friend 
of general and great acquaintance, and marks strongly the present dis- 
tress and despair of considerate people in England. 

I have the houor to be, with the greatest respect, your excellency's, 
etc., 

B. Franklin. 



A. Lee to Vergennes.* 

Chaillot, April 24, 1778. 

Sir: Since I had the honor of seeing your excellency, I have leurnt 
that Mr. Hartley, in conversing with French people whose opinions he 
thinks may have weight, insinuates to them that engaging in a war in 
our favor is very impolitic, since yon can expect nothing from us Imt 
ingratitude and ill faith, with which we have repaid Great Britain, To 
us he says the French have done nothing for you, they can never be 
trusted, no cordial connection can be formed with them ; therefore you 
had better return back to your former connections, which may be upon 
your own terms if you will renounce France. This gentleman and the 
wise men who sent him have so high an opinion of our understandings 
that they flatter themselves these insinuations will succeed. 

I have also been informed that besides their commissioners, the min- 
istry have dispatched two persons to America to work privately as Mr. 
Hartley is doing. One of them is an American. 1 know them, and 
both the size of their understandings and the degree of their influence. 
There is nothing to apprehend from either. These are the little projects 
of little spirits, and will be attended with proportional success. They 
show the imbecility and distress of our enemies, and will only change 
the detestation of America into utter contempt. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

A ai hub Lee. 

" MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 492. See, 2 A. Lee'a Lite, 47. 
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VergeimeB to A. Lee, 

[Translation.*"] 

Versailles, April 24, 1778. 
Sir: I am obliged to yon for yont attention in communicating Mr. 
Hartley's insinuations, as well to yourself as to such other persons as 
be may suppose lie can influence in this country. I doubt that he finds 
easier access to you than he will surely find with us; and I caw assure 
you that he will not find us accessible to the prejudices he may wish to 
inspire us with. 

I conclude, being obliged to attend the council, requesting you to 
accept of the assurances of the perfect respect with which I have the 
honor, etc., 

J>E Vergennes. 



Izard to Franklin. \ 

PARIS, April 25, 1778. 

Sir: It is with the utmost astonishment that I find myself so often 
obliged to remind you of your engagement to me. You have repeatedly 
given ine the strongest assurances that you would justify your conduct 
to me in writing, but yon have not kept your word. Dr. Bancroft ami 
your grandson have both told me that this justification has long ago 
been begun and you have several times been employed about it. 

The camions manner in which you concealed the departure of M. 
Gerard, the French plenipotentiary, and Mr. Deaue from those who 
have complaints against you manifests on your part no inclination to 
discontinue the causes of them. The losses of the public dispatches to 
Congress, by accident at sea, by the capture of the enemy, and by the 
villainy or negligence of those to whose care they have been entrusted, 
ought to have deterred you from concealing so safe an opportunity from 
those whose duty requires them to write. It might have been very 
proper that the port from which they were to sail should have been 
concealed, as well as the manner of their going ; but it appears to me 
to have been your indispensable duty to inform those gentlemen who 
have the honor of holding commissions from Congress whenever you 
know of a safe opportunity of writing to America. 

It may not be necessary to discuss this point with you, as it will 
probably be laid before Congress, and they will form a proper judgment 
both of the fact and your motives. My business with yon at present 
respects your conduct previous to the departure of M. Gerard and Mr. 
]>eane, and I wish that neither your attention nor mine may be drawn 
from it. Mr. Lloyd has informed me that you told him there would 
be an opportunity of writing soon to America. 1 must request that 
you will no longer attempt to nmnse me with promises and excuses, 

* 1 Sharks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 49:5. 

t MSS. Dep. of Slate ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr,, 666. 
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but that yon will give ine the explanation which you have so often 
bound yourself to give, that it may belaid, by that opportunity if nec- 
essary, before the representatives of my conutry, or that you will let 
me know in writing that you will not give it me. 

I am, sir, etc., 11 A LP n Izard. 



Vergennes to Franklin, 
f Truncation.*] 

Versailles, April 25, 1778. 

I have made known to the king, sir, the substance of the letter which 
you did me the honor of writing to me yesterday, and I am directed by 
lik majesty to express to you the satisfaction he has experienced from 
the information which you have communicated on your conferences 
with Mr. Hartley. The grand principle of flic English policy has 
always been to excite divisions, and it is by such means she expects to 
sustain her empire; but it is not upon you, nor upon your colleagues, 
that she can practise such arts wifh success. I entertain the same 
sentiments of confidence in the United States. As to the rest, it is 
impossible to speak with more dignity, frankness, ami firmness than 
you have done to Mr. llartlcy ; he has no reason to be very well satis- 
fied with his mission. I doubt whether this member of Parliament has 
any mission for us; but he desires to see me, ami I expect him in the 
course of the morning. I should not be at all surprised if his purpose 
be to sow distrust between us by proposing a double negotiation. That 
I can obviate; but whatever passes between us, however trifling it 
may be, yon shall be made acquainted with. 

1 have the honor to be, with the most perfect consideration, sir, your 
most humble and most obedient serveut, 

De Vergennes. 

Lovell, for Committee of Foreign Affairs, to Bingham, t 

York, April 26, 1778. 
Sir: Herewith you have a triplicate and copy of my former letters. 
I now send you the proceedings of Congress upon an appearance of the 
draughts of two bills, said to have been read in the British Parliament. 
Since Congress took notice of them, Governor Try on has sent out from 
New York copies of them with greater marks of authenticity than 
those bore which first came to hand. He certifies that he "has his 
majesty's command to cause them to be printed and dispersed, that 
the people at large may be acquainted with the contents, and of the 
favorable disposition of Great Britain towards the American Colonies." 

*>2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 33; 6 Bigelow's Franklin, 172 j 8 Sparks' Franklin, 271, 
iMSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 280. 
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I will not attempt to lead your judgment upon these proceedings of our 
euemies. I will only add an anecdote of their late conduct, nearly 
allied to that of counterfeiting our Continental currrency. They have 
published, iu all our forms, a forged resolve of Congress,* purporting a 
consignment of power to General Washington to detain in his army, 
during the war, all militiamen who have enlisted or heen draughted for 
nine months or a year, and to treat as deserters such as attempt to 
leave him at the expiration of their present agreement. Perhaps you 
w i 11 see th i s p roperly st i g m at i zed i 1 1 so ui e o f o u r ea ster n pa pe rs con vey ed 
in the vessel which may carry this assurance of my being, with much 
regard, sir, your friend and humble servant, 

James Lovell, 

For the Committee, 



Franklin to Ross.t 

PASSY, April 26, 1778. 

Sir : Tlte multiplicity of affairs we have lately been engaged in, 
together with Mr. Deane's departure, who used to correspond with you, 
occasioned a deficiency iu answering your letters. On looking them 
over I find some reflections on the commissioners, as having acted an 
ingenious part relative to the papers left by Mr. Thomas Morris. It 
appears that you have not been well informed, and therefore I would 
now give you the history of the transaction. 

On the death of Mr. Morris it was represented to the commissioners 
that, on pretense of some kind of partnership between him and Mr. 
Penet, that gentleman might probably get possession of the papers, 
which would be attended with great inconvenience in case of any dis- 
pute on a settlement of the public accounts : and that, therefore, to 
prevent this, it was necessary Mr. W, Lee, the surviving colleague, 
should go down and take them into his custody; but, to enable Iiirn to 
do that, an order from government here should be obtained, directing 
the public officers in whose hands they regularly were to deliver them 
to him ; and the memorial requesting such an order was brought to 
Mr. Deane, and one, ready drawn by Mr. A. Lee, to be signed, which 
we did without hesitation; J, for my part, not having the least 
doubt that, on receiving them, he would deliver to you those belonging 
to the affairs of Willing & Morris. When he returned he gave it as 
tlte reason of his not doing so that you had quarreled with him, used 
him rudely, denied bis authority to meddle with the public papers, and 
required the whole to be delivered to you; ou which he had brought 
the trunk containing them up to Paris as he received it, sealed by two 
gentlemen of credit; and he desired that, to prevent reflections or sus- 

* Sea uote to Marboia' letter of Starch 111, 1782. 

tMSS. Dep. of State; 0 Bigelow's Franklin, 173, Endorsed ; Letter to Mr Ju Rosa 
April 26, 78; not sent, May 19, 78. 
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picions, it might be opened and the payers divided iu our presence. 
We consented to this, and I went to his house for that purpose, where 
Mr. Izard attended to verify the seals of the two gentlemen that were 
on the trunk. Bat, Mr. Deane being hindered from attending by an 
accident, the business was postponed, and, as I soon after understood 
by your letters that Mr. Lee had had the papers under his particular 
examination several days before that formal sealing, of which I there- 
fore did not see the use; and apprehending some danger of being in- 
volved in your quarrel, I refused, on consideration, to have anything 
to do with the opening and sorting of the papers. Mr. Lee was about 
to set out for Germany, and intimated that our not doing this must stop 
his journey. To remove this obstacle, as Mr. Deane was going to 
America and Mr. A. Lee might soon go to Spain, I let him know that 
if lie chose to leave the trunk, sealed, in my care, to be delivered iu the 
same state to him or his order, I would consent to take it. He accord- 
ingly brought it to my house, with a receipt to that purpose ready 
written for me to sign. I signed it accordingly, and thought that 
might have been sufficient; but, so cautious is he, that, lest I should 
deny my handwriting (I suppose this reason because, I can not conceive 
another), he desired four persons to put their hands to the receipt as 
witnesses. He has, indeed, excused this since, by saying that he meau,t 
only to have it appear that, those gentlemen being present, approved of 
bis delivery of the trunk to me. This might do for two of them, Mr. 
Deane and his brother, who, being commissioners that with me pro- 
cured for him the power of taking possession of them, had, therefore, 
some right to give their approbation ; but the two others, Mr. Izard 
and Mr. Pringle, had no concern in the affair. Thus you see how the 
trunk comes to be in my hands, and yet not iu my disposition. It is 
said to contain Mr. Morris's papers. I kuow nothing of the contents, 
and can know nothing of them, being obliged to deliver the trunk sealed 
as I received it; aud I refused to take the key. And, apprehending 
Mr. Lee to be a very artful as well as disputatious man, I now wish I 
had not even consented to receive it. You see here the innocent part 
Mr. Deane and I have had iu this affair ; yet Mr. Lee has reflected upon 
us iu one of his letters to me as countenancing you in treating him ill 
at Nantes, and you affront us as having given him our sanction for 
inspecting and carrying off the papers belonging to the house of Wil- 
ling & Morris. But nothing is more common than to pass censures 
without knowing facts. 

Mr. William Lee, in some conversation, expressed his opinion that a 
power to receive the papers ought to come from Mr. Morris's legal rep- 
resentative, otherwise he could not deliver them. I mention this for 
your information, as I suppose he will deliver tliein to no other person, 
for he is much of a lawyer, aud would do everything regularly. 
I am, etc., 

B. Fbanklin. 

36 wh — vol n 
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A. Lee to Committee of Correspondence." 

Paris, April 26, 1778. 

At my return from London, the 8th of January last, X thought it my 
duty to inform Dr. Franklin ns well as Mr. Deane of the injurious re- 
port propagated against the commissioners, via : That Mr. Hartley 
told me that Lord North had informed him that he knew of Dr. Bank- 
croft's being in London, and was informed he had been sent there by 
the American com tnissi oners to stock -job. 

The above is the declaration of Mr. Thornton, whom the commission, 
ers sent with their letter to Lord North touching the prisoners. Me in- 
formed me as above on his return, and told me at the same time that 
he bad given the same information to Dr. Franklin. Dr. P. auk croft lived 
in the same house with Dr. F. and Mr. D. at the public expense. He 
set out express for London immediately upon our receiving the news 
of General B urgoy ne's surrei id er. His departure was kept a secret from 
me for some time. He has been trusted sinee by Dr. F. and Mr, I), 
with the secrets of state communicated to the three commissioners only, 
with such strict injunctions of secrecy that the commissioners thought 
they were not at. liberty to communicate them to the commission- 
ers for Vienna and Tuscany, aud Mr. Lee would not do it without their 
concurrence. Dr. Eankcroft still remains in the. confidence of Dr. F,, 
and conveys everything to the Messrs. Wharton in London, who seem 
to l e acting on both sides. The minister here has repeatedly warned 
J he commissioners that they had a traitor about them, and that at flie 
time that Folgrr'a dispatches were robbed a most important memoire 
from the commissioners to the, courts of Versailles and Madrid was 
conveyed to the English court through the hands of Governor Powuall. 
Upon speaking of this to Count Vergeunes as soon as I was informed 
of it by Mr, Hartley, bis excellency assured me that no one had been 
trusted with it but Mr. Girard, and therefore the treachery could not 
be from one of their people. 

These are facts which I think it my duty to represent to Congress, 
that they may take such order in it as to their wisdom shall seem fit. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, gentlemen, your obedient 
servant. 

Arthur Lee.1 



Fiingle to Izard.t 

Paris, April 26, 1778. 
Sir: In compliance with your request I waited on Dr. Frankliu, and 
delivered to him your letter, ne had scarcely read it when he said, 

* a A. Lee's Life, 47. 

I So far as the records of Hie department sbow this dispatch was never received. 
t MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 667. 
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" Mr. Izard has written mo a very angry letter; please to tell him that 
he has only made use of general assertions of my having done wrong, 
which I can not otherwise answer than by denying. If I have given 
hi in any causes of offense, he should let me know what they are." To 
this I replied, "That you had been kind enough to form so good an 
opinion of me as to admit me into a share of your confidence; therefore 
I could take upon me to say that yon were persuaded you had clearly 
stated, in the several letters he had received from you, circumstances 
affording sufficient grounds of offense," He said " he should be glad 
to know what those circumstances were." I answered in the first place, 
"that conceiving it your duty, as a member of tbe States, having a 
considerable fortune there, and entrusted with a commission from Con- 
gress, to communicate, as occasion offered, all the intelligence you could, 
you fouud this communication greatly obstructed by a concealment, on 
the part of Dr. Franklin, of proper opportunities when it was quite un- 
necessary, or when the end of secrecy might be answered though you 
had been entrusted with the knowledge of them." Upon which Dr. 
Franklin told me, "that you bad only complained of this iu the present 
letter ; and as to the particular opportunity you mentioned by Monsieur 
Girard or Mr. Deane, he had not himself looked upon it as a good or 
proper one, and had not himself made use of it to write." 

As another ground of complaint I observed, " that while the com- 
mercial treaty was on the carpet, you considered one article as highly 
unreasonable and inexpedient, and therefore expressly objected to it; 
you had in a letter fully specified tbe reasons upon which your disap- 
probation was founded, and bad sent this letter to Dr. Fraukliu in 
hopes of bis removing your scruples and setting you right if you were 
wrong, or letting your objections and reasons, if they were just, pro- 
duce some good effect before the conclusion of the treaty ; but you had 
never been favored with any answer on the subject, though you had 
repeatedly requested it." Dr. Franklin alleged "that he would have 
given a full and satisfactory answer, but he had been prevented by 
business and various avocations ; that he was still willing to give one, 
but could not conceive why you should be so impatient. Suppose he 
could not give it for a month hence, what great inconvenieuce would it 
occasion I" I observed, "that the sooner you had it, you might be the 
better prepared to guard against any misrepresentation." Dr. Franklin 
assured me that he had not been, nor would he ever be, guilty of any 
misrepresentation ; so far from it, that he had not even written anything 
concerning the matter. 1 told him, perhaps yon might choose to lay it 
before Congress, and his answer might enable you to do it more fully 
and satisfactorily. Dr. Franklin said you should have an answer, but 
you must be patient; for he really was very much engaged by other 
business, and interrupted by people continually coming in upon him, 
though some upon frivolous errands, as was tbe case with the two 
Frenchmen just gone away, who came only to ask him to buy cloth. 
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I suggested as a third ground of complaint that you had been di- 
rected by the Congress to propose to the court of Tuscany a commercial 
treaty similar to the one concluded with this court, which you there- 
fore required as necessary for your regulation, in pursuance of the in- 
structions of Congress, who directed you should have not Ott'y the 
original treaty, hut also the alterations which might be proposed ; both 
were nevertheless withheld from you by Dr. Franklin without the least 
regard to your applications. Dr. Franklin replied, " Did he go into Tus- 
cany! Has not the treaty been scut to him?" I said, you had good 
reasons for staying j that the treaty was kept from you till the other 
day, when perhaps it was necessary for you to have had it as early as 
possible, even previous to your departure, to give it the maturcr con- 
sideration, and because there might be explanations you would like to 
have made here, or observations might occur to you which you might 
think it advisable to communicate to Congress, to have their further 
instructions as soon as you could. 

I do not recollect that Dr. Franklin made any direct reply to this, 
Ho observed, that he was clear he had not given yon any just cause of 
offense or reasonable grounds of complaint, that he was studious to 
avoid contention ; he acknowledged that he owed you an answer, but 
though he was in your debt, he hoped yon would be a merciful credi- 
tor; he would say, as the debtor in the Scripture, "Have patience, and 
I will pay thee all ;" that you certainly ought to give him time, as you 
had urged so much matter as would require a pamphlet in answer. I 
told him that I was sure it was far from your disposition to court 
quarrels; that if the reasous he gave in his answer to you were just 
and satisfactory, you would undoubtedly allow them their full weight; 
that satisfaction you were desirous of ha ving, and were anxious to have 
the ail'air ended. He said he should endeavor to do it as soon as pos- 
sible; in the mean time he hoped to have no more such angry letters 
from you ; his answer he promised should he a cool one, and that peo- 
ple who wrote such angry letters should keep them till they sufficiently 
reflected on the contents before they sent them. 

The above is nearly, to the best of my recollection, the substance, if 
not for the most part the words, of the conversation which passed be- 
tween Dr. Franklin and myself, upon delivering him your letter to day. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

John Julius Fringle. 



Sartiue to Veigennes." 

Versailles, April 26, 1778. 
Sir: I have received your letter of the 20th instant, accompanied by 
the translation of the representations addressed to you by the Araeri- 
can com mission ers relative to th e fears of the merchants of Bordeaux 

■ Translation in 1 Sparks' Dip. Rov. Corr., 379. 
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and Nantes, who have hitherto transacted business with America, and 
by the request of the commissioners with regard to the protection of 
that commerce. For nearly a month the French coast along the Bay 
of Biscay, and a part of that on the Channel, have been guarded by 
twenty frigates and corvettes, distributed in the open sea, as well as 
along the entrances of harbors and rivers. Those stationed at the lat- 
ter places take under their protection the French and American ships 
which sail from those points, and convoy them beyond the capes. If 
they meet any vessels inward bound, they convoy them to the entrance 
of the harbors. 

The frigates stationed farther out at sea are employed in chasing 
away the Guernsey and Jersey privateers, which are a great interrup- 
tion to commerce. The same orders have been issued in the Colonies, 
where the frigates there stationed convoy the French and American 
vessels from the coasts. The reports made to me assure me that these 
orders are promptly executed, and that the protection is extended as 
fully to American as to French vessels. You will agree with me that 
this kind of protection is, for the present, the only one which it is pos- 
sible to give to commerce; and that convoys to America would be im- 
practicable under present circumstances, and are always iusecure, and 
subject to great inconveniences. To protect the coasts, to assure a 
free access to the harhors, to remove the privateers, and afford a con- 
voy beyond the capes, these aids commerce requires, and has a right 
to expect; and they have long since been provided by the orders of his 
majesty. The commissioners cannot reasonably complain when, in 
this respect, the American vessels are on an equal footing with those 
of his majesty's subjects. 

I have the honor to be, etc, 

De Sartine.* 



Jay to Morria.t 

Albany, April 29, 1778. 
Dear Morris : My last to you was written about a week ago. I am 
now engaged in the most disagreeable part of my duty, trying criminals. 
They multiply exceedingly. Bobberies become frequent ; the woods 

•"Sartine, wtto bad been the minister of marine from the '24th August, 1774, and a 
member of the king's council since 1775, showed great capacity in building up the 
French navy, and btrt little skill in the use of it. He had neither the prestige nor 
the power to reform its innumerable administrative abuses. Accused by Neckar of 
irregularity in his accounts by an expenditure of an excess of twenty millions over the 
extraordinary credit granted the mariue by the act of the 14th October, 1780, he had 
been dismissed from his post. His successor, the Marquis de Castries, had greatly 
distinguished himself as a military officer at the battle of Clostercatnp, but had, as 
yet, shown no administrative powers."— Stevens' French in Rhode Island, 3 Mag. 
Amer. Hist., 412. 

t 2 Jay's Life, 23; I Jay's Cor. and Pub, Papers, 179. 
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afford them shelter and tiie tories food. Punishments must of course 
become certain and mercy dormant, a harsh system, repugnant to my 
feelings, but nevertheless uecessary. In such circu in stances lenity 
would be cruelty, and severity is found on the side of humanity. 

The influence of Lord North's conciliatory plan is happily counter- 
balanced by the iutelligeuce from France. There was danger of its 
creating divisions. A desire of peace is natural to a harassed people, 
and the mass of mankind prefer present ease to the arduous exertions 
often necessary to insure permanent tranquillity. 

What the French treaty may be I know not. If Britain would ac- 
knowledge our independence, and enter into a liberal alliance with ns, 
I should prefer a connection with her to a league with any power on 
earth. Whether those objects be attainable experience only can deter- 
mine. I suspect the commissioners will have instructions to exceed 
their powers, if necessary. Peace at all events is, in my opinion, the 
wish of the minister. I hope the present favorable aspect of our affairs 
wdl neither make us arrogant uor careless. Moderation in prosperity 
marks great minds, and denotes a generous people. Your game is now 
in a delicate situation, and the least bad play may ruin it. I view a 
return to the domination of Britain with horror, and would risk all for 
independence ; but that point ceded, I would give them advantageous 
commercial terms. The destruction of Old England would hurt me; 
I wish it well ; it afforded my ancestors an asylum from persecution. 

Parties here are still in a ferment. I hope it will be the means of 
purging off much scum and dross. 1 can't be i>articular. This letter 
may never reach you. 

I expect in a few days to see General Schuyler; and my importuni- 
ties shall not be wanting to urge him to join you without delay. The 
people grow more reconciled to him. 

The military departments here, I believe, are well managed. The 
commissary deserves credit. Handsome things are said of the quarter- 
master, and there is one at the head of the artillery who appears tome 
to have much mer it. The park elaborate ry and stores are in high order. 
There is the appearance of regularity, care, and attention in all the 
public works. As to the hospital I can say little, not being as yet well 
informed. Conway is pleased with Schuyler, and manages the Vermont 
troops properly ; but of this say nothing. I fancy he does not well un- 
derstand the views of his patron. Neither of them ought to know this. 

The clothier- general, once the Duke of Bolton's butler, is an anti- 
Washington. An ignorant butcher is issuing commissary. Let me 
again hint to you the propriety of restraining the staff from trade; be- 
sides general reasons, there are particular ones. Many good cannon 
remain yet at Ticonderoga; strange neglect. Kemember Vermont. 
Why do the marine committee keep Tudor in pay? I can't hear that 
he does anything for it. 

I am, and will be, your friend, 

John Jay. 
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Lovell, for Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners at Paris." 

Yobk, April 30, 1778. 

Gentlemen: By the gazettes which accompany this letter you will 
see that the enemy are entering upon a plan which must shortly per- 
plex us much, unless we receive dispatches from you to enlighten us as 
to your situation ami transactions, of which we have had no informa- 
tion since the latter end of May. As we have heard of the loss of 
Captain Johnson and Captain Wiekes, and know that John Folger was 
robbed, we can not charge our present want of letters to negligence in 
you; but we think you should not rest satisfied without sending trip- 
licates of all your dispatches. The commercial committee will trans- 
mit to you the contract which they have entered into with the agent of 
the house of Roderique Hortalez & Co.; the heads of which contract, 
happening to be at hand, are enclosed. 

We have read a letter written by a friend, dated Uouse of Commons, 
February 13, in which we are told that yon had concluded a treaty 
with France and Spain, which was on the water towards us. Imagine 
how solicitous we are to know the truth of this before we receive any 
proposals from Britain, in consequence of the scheme in Lord North's 
speech, and the two draughts of bills now sent to you. The state of 
our foreigu connections is a subject now before Congress; and, dubious 
as we are about your transactions, some resolutions will probably be 
formed to be transmitted to you by a special conveyance shortly, when 
a general account of our affairs will also be sent. We have little un- 
easiness about the strength of our enemy. Our currency must be sup- 
ported in dne credit, after which we may bid defiance to Britain and 
all her German hirelings. We wish every advice and assistance from 
you for the support of sueh credit. 
I am, with great regard, etc., 

James Lovell, 
For the Committee of Foreign Affairs. 



Morris to Lovell. t 

Man he IM, May 2, 1778. 
Dear Sir: Just as I was about to return from Lancaster last night 
for this place I heard of Mr. Simeon Deaue's arrival there from France, 
and had the pleasure of hearing from him the good news he brings to 
Congress. He delivered me the five enclosed packets, directed to me 
as chairman of the committee, and expecting there might be some pri- 
vate letters for me I opened them, but was disappointed. I have 
hard]; read them through, being desirous they should be with you 

'MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Oorr., 381. 
IMSS. Dep. of State. 
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soon as Mr. Deane, who leaves Lancaster this morning, ami I send 
these by Mr. Charles Miller, by whom I beg you will send my letters, 
if any there be ibr me, made up with the public dispatches. You will 
add greatly to the favor if you will write me a few lines with a num- 
mary of the intelligence and the heads i>f the treaty. Mr. Miller will 
.wait yonr leisure for this. Mr. Deatie tells me my brother has paid the 
last forfeit of his follies by his death on the 1st of February last. It is 
the happiest thing that could befall him, but bas in some degree 
renewed my feelings on his account. 
1 am, sir, etc., 

Robert Morris. 



Congress." 

MAY 2-4, 1778. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the state of these United 
States with respect to foreign nations; whereupon, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report proper 
instructions to bo transmitted to the commissioners of the United States 
at foreign courts. 

The members chosen : Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. G. Morris, and Mr. Sherman, 
During the adjournment Mr. Simeon Deaue, brother to Silas Deane, 
esq., one of the commissioners at the court of Versailles, arrived ex- 
press from France with sundry important dispatches. Whereupon 
Congress was convened and the dispatches opened aud read; among 
which are a treaty of commerce and a treaty of alliance concluded 
between bis most Christian majesty the King of France and the United 
States of America on the 6th day of February, 1778. 

May 4, 1778. 

Congress took into consideration the treaties concluded between his 
most Christian majesty the King of France and the United States of 
America, which were read, and are as follows: 

[Here follows full power to M. Gerard and treaties of commerce and 
alliance.) 

May 4, p. m. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the treaty of amity and com- 
merce, concluded at Paris the Gth day of February, 1778, between the 
most Christian Icing aud the United States of America; and the same 
being read, duly weighed, and considered, 

Resolved unanimously. That the same be, and is hereby, ratified. 

Congress also toolc into consideration the treaty of alliance, concluded 
at Paris on the Gth day of February, 1778, between the most Christian 
king and the United States of America, and the same being read, duly 
weighed, and considered, 



*MSS, Beerut journals, Dep. of State; printed journals. 
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Resolved unanimously, That the same be, and is hereby, ratified. 

Congress also took into consideration the act separate and secret, 
concluded at Paris the 6th day of February, 1778, between his most 
Christian majesty and the United States of America, and the same 
being duly weighed, 

Resolved unanimously, That the same be, and is hereby, ratified. 

Resolved, That this Congress entertain the highest sense of the mag- 
nanimity and wisdom of his most Christian majesty so strongly exem- 
plified in the treaty of amity and commerce and the treaty of alliance 
entered into on the part of his most Christian majesty with these United 
States at Paris, on the Gth day of February last. And the comiuis- 
missioners, or any of them, representing these States at the court of 
France, are directed to present the grateful acknowledgments of this 
Congress to his most Christian majesty for his truly magnanimous con- 
duct respecting these States in the said generous and disinter- 
ested treaties, and to assure his majesty on the part of this Congress 
it is sincerely wished that the friendship so happily commenced between 
France and these United States may be perpetual. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare the 
form of a ratification of the foregoing treaties. 

The members chosen : Mr. K. II. Lee, Mr. Dana, and Mr. Drayton. 



Congress." 

Mat 5, 1778. 

Resolved, That the commissioners, or any one of them, representing 
these United States at the court of France, be instructed to inform that 
court, that although Congress have readily ratified the treaties of 
amily and commerce and treaty of alliance and the act separate and 
secret between his most Christian majesty and these United Slates, 
in order to evince more clearly their sense of the magnanimity and 
goodness of his most Christian majesty, evidenced in the said treaties, 
yet from a sincere desire of rendering the friendship and alliance so 
happily begun permanent and perpt tual, aud being apprehensive thatdif- 
ferences may arise from the eleventh and twelfth articles in the treaty 
of amity and commerce, Congress are desirous that the said eleventh 
and twelfth articles may be revoked aud utterly expunged. The com- 
missioners, or any one of them, are therefore instructed to use their 
best endeavors to procure the abolition of the said eleventh and twelfth 
articles of the said treaty. 



* MSS. secret journals, Dep. of State ; printed journals. 
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H. Laurens to Washington, 

YoRKTOWN, May 5, 1778. 

Dear Sir: In a public letter, which I had the honor of writing to 
your excellency the 3d instant by Major Price, I sent a number of 
handbills calculated for giving satisfactory information to the public, 
who were anxious to learn the recent intelligence from France, One 
article of this has been questioned, respecting the King of Prussia's 
promise, the only part of the performance that can be called mine. I 
believe my authority is good. Izard, under the 16th Febiuaty, informs 
me: "The King of Prussia has given the most explicit aud unequivo- 
cal assurance that he will be the second power in Europe to acknowl- 
edge the independence of America." It is true our commissioners, in 
tht-ir public advices, are not so express, nor are they, in my opinion, so 
full and clear in some other respects as they might have been. 

fj urn an nature pervades every human breast. A residence at Paris 
will not exempt men from infirmities of ihe mind, nor is even the mo- 
mentous concern of guardianship to thirteen United States, an infant 
world in danger of being crushed by the hand of violence, paramount 
to those curses upon mankind, pride and covetousness, sources from 
whence all the evils of this life spring. Our ambassadorial commis- 
sioners, of which your excellency can not be ignorant, are unhappily 
divided in sentiments. Jarrings and appeals have followed. Intelli- 
gence intended for the public loses part (-f that fullness aud perspicu- 
ity which would have appeared in candid and united counsels. I have 
seen so much of the world as to be guarded against surprise at any. 
thing. No inconsiderable benefit results from attempts to reconcile, 
and even sweeten, the most untoward circumstances which happen in 
one's journey through it. I apprehend it would break in on ycur ex- 
cellency's time, otherwise I would have troubled you with Mr. Izard's 
letter, not merely for information, but for a hope that something might 
be devisud for promoting coneurd between our friends yonder, or the 
public good, by a wise cooperation. But I will not dwell upon this suh- 
ject. 

Last night I bad the honor of receiving your excellency's favor of the 
last of April, and am happy iu finding a confirmation of my sentiments 
respecting persons proper for treating with the expected deputation 
from our adversary. I fear the determination, where ouly this point 
can be determined, will be contrary. Be it so; thank God, we have 
here some men of abilities and integrity. I hope we shall make a judi- 
cious choice. The act of Congress of the 22d April will blot out pages 
of the British instructions. The commissioners from that side wilt per- 
ceive a necessity for taking a new departure from the Tower of In- 
dependence, and what happened in France on the 6th of February 
will oblige them to shape a new course. From the absence of the 

* 2 Sparks' Letters to Waaliingtoo, 117. 
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commissioners, I presume they had not sailed from England on the 
I0ta of March. It may have been found expedient, at St. James, 
to vest them -with more ample powers, if they meant to come, than 
were originally intended, and under new sanctions of Parliament; a 
work of slow progress. The people would have much to say. That 
the nation was more than a little agitated, appears from a letter 
which I take the liberty of enclosing for your excellency's perusal. 
I have likewise a letter from the mercantile line in London, which 
proves to me the people in general had very sensibly felt the weight 
of the war, were ardently desirous of peace, and anxious lest Con- 
gress should reject the intended propositions. 

The long, and as I humbly think unnecessary, delay of the army ar- 
rangement is very afflicting. I know it must give extreme pain to your 
excellency. Itisimproperfoi'[[jefotouchupontheeause,especiallywhen 
it is so well known that Congress have been engaged in very important 
business. The plan introduced for that part of it which is intended to 
establish a half-pay for officers during life I have been uniformily averse 
from, and in a committee of Congress delivered my objections. These 
appear to me, at this moment, of more weight, because they have not 
been removed by the reasonings which have been offered against them, 
and I may, without vanity, think myself not obstinate. I am open to 
conviction, and always, without murmuring submit to a majority. 1 
view the scheme as altogether unjust and unconstitutional iu itsuature, 
and full of dangerous consequences. It is an unhappy dilemma to which 
we seem to be reduced. Provide for your officers in terms dictated to 
you, or lose all the valuable soldiers among them ; establish a pension 
for officers, make them a separate body, to be provided for by the honest 
yeomanry, and others of their fellow citizens, many thousands of whom 
have equal claims upon every ground of loss of estate, health, etc., or lose 
your army and your cause. That such provision will be against the 
grain of the people, has been unwarily testified by its advocates, whom 
I have heard converse upon the subject. Indeed they have furnished 
strong ground for opposition against an immediate compliance with the 
demand. If we can not make justice one of the pillars, necessity may be 
submitted to at present; but republicans will, at a proper time, with- 
draw a grant which will appear to have been extorted. 

Were I in private conversation with an officer on this point, I should 
not despair of fairly balancing every grievance he might suppose to be 
peculiar to the army by instances of losses and inconveniences in my 
own property and person; and I count myself very happy compared 
with thousands who have as faithfully adhered to our original com- 
pact. It is said gentlemen did not think the war would have continued 
so long. Forgive me, sir, a ludicrous remark which I made early in 
our contest — indeed in England, before the commencement of the con- 
test. " I know my countrymen are good for the quarter, but I have 
doubts of their going the course." There is a certain versatility, 
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habitual if uot almost constitutional, iii men born south of 38 degrees of 
latitude in these States. Circumstances which have occurred in the 
progress of this war have given strength to my observation. 

There are, within that division of America, not only objects inviting, 
but temptations almost irresistible to change, to say nothing of tlie 
general train of education. Hence, it is easy to account for a resigna- 
tion of a commission, which had been anxiously solicited by scores. 
The want of something is made an excuse, and even sometimes by 
worthy characters, who do uot suspect themselves. Would to God 
gentlemen bad followed the noble, patriotic example of their commander- 
in chief, a plan wbieb, reflection will show them in a shade of disgrace, 
would never have found place in their minds. How superior are many 
of the gentlemen now in my contemplation (for I know many with whom 
I do not converse} to the acceptance of a half pay contributed to by 
widows and orphans of soldiers who had bled and died by their sides, 
shackled with a condition of being excluded from the privilege of serv- 
ing in offices in common with their fellow-citizens ; voted in every bouse 
of assembly as the drones and incumbrances of society, pointed at by 
boys and girls — there goes a man who every year robs me of part of 
my pittance. I think, sir, I do not overstrain. This will be the lan- 
guage of republicans. How pungent when applied to gentlemen who 
shall have stepped from the army into a good remaining estate; how 
much deeper to some who, in idleness and by speculation, have amassed 
estates in the war ! 

This, sir, is a large field. Virtue and honor might be summoned to 
answer, but it is time for me to forbear, 1 am obliged to write in haste, 
called upon by particular public duties. Besides, I feel a full assur- 
ance, notwithstanding the present seeming contrariety, that my senti- 
ments, when fully explained, will not flitter essentially from yonr ex- 
cellency's. I must not, however, conclude without these declarations, 
that I am not among those to whom maybe applied, "Our God and 
soldier we adore in time of danger,'' etc. I am most heartily disposed 
to distinguish the gallant officers and soldiers by the most liberal murks 
of esteem, desirous of making proper provision for all w r ho stand in 
need. 1 would not except even some of the brave, whose expenses have 
been princely in extravagance, while they complained of insufficiency 
of pay. 

I have ever detested, aud never practiced, parliamentary jockey iuga 
for procrastinating an unpalatable business, which, as a silent auditor 
aud spectator, I have, within some time past, known to be alternately 
adopted. I most sincerely wish the army had been wisely attended to. 
The high esteem I from gratitude bear for your excellency, whose suf- 
feriugs from a contrary conduct I know must have been great, as well 
as my love of dispatch, makes me wish it; aud I lament that in some 
degree we are likely to be indebted more to the policy and deep projects 
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of other men for our deliverance than to our own wisdom and fortitude. 
1 am, with the most sincere respect, and the most respectful affection 
and esteem, dear sir, 

Your most obliged servant, 

Henry Laurens. 



A. Lee to Committee of Foreign Affairs.* 

Paris, May 9, 1778. 

Gentlemen : No declaration of war in Germany or England. All 
things are preparing for it. Count d'Estaing had not passed Gibraltar 
the 27th of last month, contrary winds having prevented his passing 
the straits. About thirty sail of the line are assembled at Spituead 
under Admiral Keppel, but are not yet in a state for action. They are 
arraying their militia, and the chief object of their attention now seems 
to be their own defense. As far as I can judge the king and his min- 
isters are not now sincere in their propositions, even such as they are, 
of peace and accommodation. 

I have not yet obtained any light on Folger's affairs. The enclosed 
copy of a letter from Count de Vergennes will show you the train in 
which I have put the enquiry. But I have reason to apprehend that 
persons are concerned who will have address enough to frustrate it. 
The blank paper substituted for the letters taken should be preserved 
and compared with the paper of all the letters received by the same 
vessel. Some discovery may be pointed out by that. Mr. Deane and 
Mr. Carmichael should he examined and their accounts transmitted 
here to be compared with those of others. 

Spain and the German powers are yet undecided with regard to us. 
I do not think our enemies will succeed with Holland. We shall en- 
deavor to establish a fund for the purposes you desire. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 

P. S. — By the banker's accounts it appears that the following sums 
were paid from December, 1776, to March, 1778, to the private dispo- 
sition of the commissioners: 

To Dr. Franklin - 65, 956 a 13 

To SilaB Deaue 113, 004 12 13 

To Arthur Lee . - 68, 846 2 16 

In my sum is included the additional expense of my journeys to 
Spain and Germany. 

* 3 A. Lee'e Life, 48; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coir., 493. 
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R. H. Lee and Lovell, for Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners 

at Paris. * 

York, May 14, 1778, 
Gentlemen: Our affairs have row a universally good appearance. 
Every tiling at home and abroad seems verging towards a happy and 
permanent period. We ;ire preparing for either war or peace. For 
although we are fully persuaded that our enemies are wearied, beaten, 
and in despair, yet we shall not presume too much on that persuasion, 
and the rather, because it is our fixed determination to admit no terms 
of peace but such as are fully in character with the dignity of inde- 
pendent States, and consistent with the spirit and intention of our alli- 
ances on the Continent of Europe. We believe, and with great reason 
too, that the honor and fortitude of America have been rendered sus- 
picious in Europe by the arts, intrigue, and specious misrepresentations 
of our enemies there. Every proceeding and policy of ours have been 
tortured to give some possible coloring to their assertions of a doubtful 
disposition in America, as to her perse verence in maintaining her inde- 
pendency ; and perhaps the speeches of many of the minority of both 
bouses in the English Parliament, who seem to persist in the proba- 
bility of a reconciliation, may have contributed towards a continuance 
of that suspicion. But we, at this particular time, feel ourselves ex- 
ceedingly happy in a proof, from the accidental arrangement of circum- 
stances, such as we could neither foresee nor alter, that the disposition 
of America on that head was fixed and final. For this proof we desire 
your attention to what follows. 

The English ministry appear to have been very industrious in getting 
over to America as soon as possible, their two conciliatory bills, even 
before they had beeu ouce read, the reason of which haste we did not 
then see; but the arrival of your dispatches since, with the treaties, 
has unriddled that affair. General Howe was equally industrious in 
circulating them bs his emissaries through the country, and likewise 
sent them, under a flag, to General Washington, who immediately dis- 
patched them to Congress ou the — of April. They were in them- 
selves truly unworthy of the attention of that public body; but lest the 
silence of Congress should be misunderstood, or furnish the enemy 
with new ground for false insinuations, they were referred to a com- 
mittee, whose judicious and spirited report thereon was unanimously 
approved in the House on the 22d, then published, and circulated 
through the several States with all possible expedition. The dispatches 
in charge of Mr. Simeon Deane did not arrive till the 2d of May, ten 
days after the said reports were published; and his expedition in bring- 
ing his papers to Congress prevented any intelligence from arriving 
before him. Enclosed are the reports referred to, which we recommend 
to your attention to make as public as possible in Europe, prefacing 
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them with such an explanatory detail of tbe before-mentioned circum- 
stances as shall have a tendency to place the politics of America on 
the firm basis of national honor, integrity, and fortitude. 

We admire the wisdom and true dignity of the court of France on 
their part of the construction and ratification of the treaties between 
us. Tbey have a powerful tendency to dissolve effectually that nar- 
rowness of mind which mankind have been too unhappily bred up in. 
Those treaties discover the politician founded on the philosopher, and 
a harmony of affectious made the groundwork of mutual interest. 
France has won us more powerfully than any reserved treaties could 
possibly bind us, and by one generous and noble act has sown the seeds 
of an eternal friendship. 

It is from an anxiety to preserve inviolate this cordial union, so hap- 
pily begun, that we desire your particular attention to the eleventh and 
twelfth articles of the treaty of amity and commerce. The unreserved 
confidence of Congress in the good disposition of the court of France 
will sufficiently appear from their having unanimously first ratified those 
treaties, and then trusted any alteration which may be proper to be 
made to after mutual negotiations. We are apprehensive that the gen- 
eral and undefined line of the twelfth article may, in future, be misuu- 
derstood, or rendered inconvenient or impracticable, and so become 
detrimental to that good friendship which we wish ever to subsist. To 
prevent this, you will herewith receive instruction and authority for 
giving up, on our part, the whole of the eleventh article, proposing to 
the court of France the rescinding, on their part, of the whole of the 
twelfth article, those two being intended as reciprocal balances to each 
other. 

It is exceedingly disagreeable to Congress to find there has been mis- 
conduct in any of the commanders of armed vessels under the American 
flag. Every authentic information of that kind will be strictly attended 
to, and every means be taken to punish the offenders and make repara- 
tion to the sufferers. The chief consolation we find in this impleasing 
business is, that the most experienced states have not been able to re- 
strain the vices and irregularities of individuals altogether. Congress 
has published a proclamation for the more effectually suppressing and 
p u n i sh i n g s u ch m al p ract i ces . B u t w e a re ra th er i u cl i u e d to h ope th at, 
as the line of connection and friendship is now clearly marked, and tbe 
minds of the seamen thereby relieved from that inexplicable mystery 
respecting their real prizes which before embarrassed them, such irreg- 
ularities will be less frequent, or totally eease; to which end the mag- 
nificent generosity of the king of France to the owners of the prizes 
which, for reasons of state, had been given up, will happily contribute. 

We are, gentlemen, your very humble servants, 

R. H. Lee, 
James Lovell. 
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R. H. Lee et al. Committee of Foreign Affairs, to Ralph Izard.* 

York, May 14, 1778. 
Sir: Your favor of December tbe 18th came to hand tbe 2d of this 
inontb, with the dispatches of our commissi oners at the court of Ver- 
sailles, from whom we bad received nothing regularly for about a whole 
year. 

Tbe decisive part which his most Christian majesty has at length 
taken in our cause must greatly influence other crowned heads iu 
Europe, not immediately allied to Britain, to desire a portion in our 
friendship and commerce, and must prepare the way for your welcome 
reception at tbe court of Tuscany. We are pleased to find that you 
have formed a connection with one who promises to be so friendly to 
your commission as your correspondent, the favorite minister of the 
grand duke, and we think you could not have done better than in fol- 
lowing his past advice. 

The enclosed resolve of Congress, of the 7th instant, will remove any 
doubts about your support which may have arisen iu your mind from 
an omission on our part, which did not occur to us until we received a 
hint of it from the gentlemen at Paris, in their letter of February the 
16th. 

Other papers herewith sent will convey to you a general idea of our 
affairs; and we hope you will be particularly industrious to expose 
those attempts of our enemies, which are calculated to lead Europe to 
think we are not thoroughly fixed in our plan of independence. You 
may observe that we proceeded on tbe drafts only of two iutemled 
bills which had been sent to America by tbe British ministry. We 
should not have done this, but from a conviction of insidious intentions 
founded upon former attempts to hurt our character abroad. We were 
so well satisfied of tbe spirit of these States to persevere in a noble 
cause, that we should have waited for tbe bills themselves, if we had 
not been anxiously attentive to the good opinion of Europe and the 
rest of tbe world. We were altogether strangers to tbe happy state of 
our affairs in Prance, accident and knavery having suppressed the 
dispatches of our friends, as our former letters will prove, if any attempt 
should be made to attribute our late determined conduct to a knowledge 
of our new alliance. Congress unanimously ratilied the treaties ou the 
4th, and the people have showed their satisfaction wherever the knowl- 
edge of the proceeding has reached. The army, also, which is daily 
increasing in strength, has expressed its joy, and is now prepared 
either for honorable peace or a continuation of the just war. 

We shall endeavor to procure an enlargement of your powers, and 
shall immediately forward them to you. There can be no danger of 
any clashing of future treaties with those now made, provided the plain 
principles of mutual benefit, without any exclusive privileges, are made 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr,, 670. 
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the basis. We send you the (irst volume of the journals of Congress; 
another will be out in a few days, and shall be forwarded also. We 
recoratnend to you the frequent communication of your proceedings, 
and we wish you every felicity, beiug, sir, your affectionate bumble 
servants, 

ft. H, Lee, 
James Lovell, 
Robert Morris. 

P. S. — You are to have plenipotentiary commissions, with instruc- 
tions not limiting tbe terms of the proposed treaties of amity aud com- 
merce. 



K. H. Lee et al., Committee of Foreign Affairs, to A. Lee. * 

York, May 14, 1778. 
Sir : Your several favors of October C, November 27, and December 
8 were delivered to us on the 2d instant, the dispatches by Mr. Deaue 
and those by Captain Young arriving on the same day. We bad before 
received your short letter of the 1st of June, but are yet without that 
of the 29th of July, in which you had informed us " at large of your 
proceedings in Prussia." Its contents would have proved highly agree- 
able to us in those mouths when we were quite uninformed of the pro- 
ceedings and prospects of your colleagues at Paris. Impressed with a 
sense of the value of the King of Prussia's " warmest wishes for our 
success," we give assurances of equal wishes iu Congress for that mon- 
arch's prosperity. We have little doubt of open testimonies of his 
majesty's friendship in cousequeuce of the late decision of the King of 
France. 

Your information in regard to our connection with the fictitious house 
of Eoderique Hortalez dfc Go. is more explicit thau any we bad before 
received ; but we further expect that alt mystery should be removed. 
Surely there can not now be occasion for any, if there ever was for 
half of the past. Our commercial transactions will very speedily be 
put under the direction of a board, consisting of persons not members 
of Congress, it being impracticable for the same men to conduct the 
deliberative and executive business of the Continent now in its great 
increase. It has been next to impossible to make remittances for many 
mouths from the staple Colonies, their coasts having been constantly 
infested by numerous aud strong cruisers of the enemy. We hope the 
alliance of maritime powers with us will remove our embarrassments, 
and give us opportunity to carry into effect our hearty wishes to 
maintain the fairest commercial reputation. 

There will bo great impropriety in our making a different settlement 
tor tbe supplies received from Spain from that which we make in re- 

*1 Sparks' Dip. Ruv. (Jorr., 494. 
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gard to those received from France. We are greatly obliged to the 
friends who have exerted themselves for our relief, aud we wish you to 
signify our gratitude upon every proper opportunity. But having 
promised to make remittances to the house of Hortalez & Co. for the 
prime cost, charges, interest, and usual mercantile commission upon 
whatever is justly due to that house, we must keep the same Hue with 
Messrs. Gardoqui. On the one hand, we would not willingly give dis- 
gust by slighting princely generosity, nor on the other submit to un- 
necessary obligations. 

The unanimity with which Congress has ratified the treaties with 
France, and the general glad acceptance of the alliance by the people 
of these States, must shock Great Britain, who seems to have thought 
no cruelty from her would destroy our former great partiality iu lier 
favor. What plan she will adopt iu consequence of her disappoint- 
ment time only can discover. But we shall aim to be in a posture 
either to negotiate honorable peace, or continue this just war. 

We stand in need of the advice and assistance of all our friends in 
the matter of nuance, as the quantity of our paper currency necessarily 
emitted has produced a depreciation which will be ruinous if not 
speedily checked. We have encouraging accounts of the temper of the 
Hollanders of late, aud expect that we may find relief from that quar- 
ter among others. 

A few weeks, if not a few days, must produce fruitful subject for 
another letter, when we shall, in our line of duty, renew our assurances 
of being, with great regard, sir, your affectionate, humble servants, 

Richard H. Lee. 
James Lovell. 
Robert Morris. 



R, H Lee et al., Committee of Foreign Affairs, to William Lee." 

York, May 14, 1778. 
Sir; Your favors of November 24, and December 18, reached us 
only the 2d of this mouth, with the letters of our other friends at 
Paris, from whom we had not received a regular packet for eleven 
mouths. You will readily conceive how much we have wished to hear 
from you, and how very agreeable your information would have been at 
an earlier period. It is evident that you were yourself in a degree of 
doubt as to the conduct of France, even after the conference of our com- 
missioners in December; you will, therefore, be naturally led to give us 
due credit for the resolute manner iu which we proceeded upon the 
two drafts of bills which the British ministry had hurried over to 
America. Be assured we were unacquainted with the spirit of the French 
court. Tne decisive part it has taken was really unexpected, judging 
from the accounts we had collected from travelers. The dates of the 

* HSS. Dep. of State ; I Sparks' Dip. Rev, Coir,, 601, with verbal changes, 
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papers herewith sent will enable you to put this matter in a clear point 
of view. 

The turn of affairs in Europe will make it needless for us to attempt 
the finesse of recruiting in Germany, which you hint at, and which 
would have a good effect in case of necessity. [Arthur] Lee's letters 
make it quite probable that your commission will prove successful at 
Berlin, and there appears the best agreement between the King of 
Prussia and the Emperor. 

The enclosed resolve of Congress, of the 7th instant, will show their 
intentions with regard to your support, which was not properly attended 
to when your commission was made out.* 

Other papers herewith sent will give you a general idea of our situ- 
ation. You may be assured that independence is firmly adopted by 
the States, and the unanimity of Congress is truly emblematic of all 
America, Nova Scotia has long ago expressed its wishes to be adopted 
by us, and now afresh solicits, Canada will be greatly affected by the 
news of our alliance with its former parent Slate. In short, sir, every- 
thing which could be added to our owu determination of being free and 
independent is insured by this eclaircissement of the court of Ver- 
sailles. Our army is growing daily, so that if we are to negotiate with 
Britain, we shall do it iu a proper posture. There are some reports of 
her drawing away her troops, that she may with a proper grace enter 
into parley. But this must be done without disguise, or no treaty can 
be held; for surely no one can suppose that we shall now give up a 
point which we had made a preliminary before we knew what power- 
ful friendship was secured to us iu Europe. 

The powers which had been given to our commissioners iu France, 
and our great anxiety to keep perfect faith in treaties, induced a cau- 
tion with regard to the powers given in after appointments which is 
now become unnecessary. Perfect equality being the basis of our pres- 
ent treaties, without any exclusive privileges to France, there can be no 
chance of discontent from the conclusion of similar treaties with other 
powers of Europe; therefore, we shall doubtless soon forward to you 
more full powers than were sent with your commission. As you seem 
to think it may be advantageous to have a cipher for correspondence, 
we would propose the same which has been mentioned to Dr. Franklin, 

May7I? ( , ma, 

* Resolved, That the commissioners appointed for the Courts of Spain, Tuscany, 
Viuona, and Berlin should live in Much stylo and manner at their respective courts 
as they may find suitable and m ceaaary to support the dignity of their public char- 
acter, keeping an account of their expenses, which shall bu reimbursed by the Cou- 
gress of the United States of America; 

That, besides the actual expenses of the commissioners, a handsome allowance be 
made to each of them as a compensation for their services; 

That the commissioners of the other courts iu Europe he empowered to draw 
bills of exchange from time to time foT the amount of their expenses upon the com- 
missioners tb 6 <X*ort °f France. Sfauks, 
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formerly, by Mr. Lovell, and this is the rather chosen because it may 
serve between the doctor and you, or any number of your friends, tak- 
ing a different key- word for each. 

We are, with great regard, etc., 

R. H. Lee, 
James Lovell, 
Robert Morris. 

P. S. — Ton are to have a plenipotentiary commission, with instruc- 
tions not limiting the term of the proposed treaties of amity and com- 
merce. 



Morris, H. H. Lee, and Lovell to M. Dumas," 

Yorktown, M«jf 14 > 1778. 

Sir: Tour several favors, down to the letter T, had come to our hand 
before the 2d instant, on which day we received dispatches from our 
commissioners in France, after an interruption of eleveu months. Judge, 
therefore, sir, how very agreeable your letters must have been to us, 
though you wrote but briefly, always supposing that we received more 
full accounts of European politics from our friends at Paris. 

We observe with great pleasure that the states of Holland are dis- 
covering a proper spirit in the conduct of their commerce, by granting 
convoys, in cousequcnee of the insolent behavior of their British neigh- 
bors. The magnanimous conduct of his most Christian majesty must 
have great inll ueuce upon all around him. We doubt not of your hearty 
congratulations upou the success of our cause, which you so early and 
warmly espoused, and which you have aided with such judgment and 
resolution by your pen. We shall write particularly to the gentlemen 
at Paris respecting the injuries you have received from our enemies, 
and shall instruct them to pay the strictest attention to our engage- 
ments made to you at the commencement -of our correspondence. 
„ We must refer you to the priuts now sent and to our commissioners 
for the general state of our affairs, only remarking here, that we were 
actuated in our proceedings on the 22d of April entirely by the uniform 
spirit which we have maintained ever since the 4th of July, 177G, being 
not then acquainted with the favorable state of our cause iu France, as 
an uncommon fatality had attended the letters of our friends for nearly 
a whole year before the arrival of their present important packet. 
We are, with much esteem, etc., 

Robert Morris, 
Richard H. Lee, 
James Lovell. 

* MSS, Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 281, 
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Morris, R. H. Lee and Lovell, for the Committee of Foreign Affairs, to 

Bingham.* 

York, May 14, 1778. 

Sir: At length, on the 2d instant, we received dispatches from our 
commissioners at Paris, with treaties of alliance and commerce, con- 
cluded on the Oth of February, between France and these United States. 
They were ratified here on the 4th of this month, and the prints here-' 
with sent to you will show the principles upon which they are founded. 
We are persuaded you will greatly partake of the satisfaction which we 
feel on this occasion. 

We do not hud by the letters which we have received that Congress 
may venture to enlarge the power that was given to you by the resolve 
of April 16. t But it becomes less necessary that yon should be fur- 
nished iti that way, as commerce will iti all human probability be more 
easily carried on between this continent aud your islands now than for 
some time past. 

Great hurry of business must be an excuse for our brevity at this time, 
though it would not warrant au omission of sending you our congratu- 
lations and the gazettes. 

We are, with much regard, etc., 

Robert Morris, 
Richard Henry Lee, 
James Lovell. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Sartine.t 

Passy, May 14, 1778. 
Sir: In the several cruises made by Captains Wickes, Johnston, 
Cunningham, and others of our armed vessels on the coast of Great 
Uritain, it is computed that between four hundred and five hundred 
prisoners have been made, and set at liberty, either on their landing in 
France or at sea, because it was understood that we could not keep 
them confined iu France, When Captain Wickes brought in at one 
time near a hundred, we proposed to Lord Stonnout an exchange for as 
many of ours confined in England, but all treaty on the subject was 
rudely refused, aud our people are Still detained there notwithstanding 
the liberal discharges made of theirs as above mentioned. We hear 

* MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Cow., 282. 

\Resoh'td, That Mr. William Bingham, agent of the United States of America, now 
resident in Martinique, he authorised to draw bills of exchange, at double usance, on 
the commissioners of the United States iu Paris, for auy sums not exceeding iu the 
whole one hundred thousand Hvres turuois, to enable him to discharge debts by bim 
contracted on account of the said States; for which drafts he is to bo accountable, — 
Journal* of Con grew. 

J 1 Sparks' Dip. B*V« Corr., 286, 
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that Captain Jones has now brought into Brest near two hundred, whom 
we should be glad to exchange for our seamen, w ho might be of use iu 
expeditions from hence, but as an opinion prevails that prisoners of a 
nation with which France is not at war and brought into France by 
another power can not he retained by the captors, but are free as soon 
as they arrive, we are apprehensive that these prisoners may also be set 
at liberty, return to England, and serve to man a frigate against us, 
while our brave seamen, with a number of onr friends of this nation 
whom we are anxious to set free, continue useless and languishing in 
their gaols.* 

In a treatise of one of your law writers, entitled TraiUs des Prim 
qui se font sur Mer, printed 17G3, we find the above opinion controverted, 
p. 129, section 30, in the following words: "Hence it seems that it is 
not true, as some pretend, that from the time a prisoner escapes, or 
otherwise reaches the shore of a neutral power, he is absolutely free. 
It is true he can not be retaken without the consent of that power, but 
such a power would violate the laws of neutrality if it should refuse its 
consent. This is a consequence of the asylum of the ship in which the 
prisoner or hostage was contained." 

We know not of what authority this writer may be, and therefore 
pray a moment of your excellency's attention to this matter, requesting 
your advice upon it, that, if it be possible, some meaus may be devised 
to retain these prisoners till as many of ours can be obtained in ex- 
change for them. 

We have the honor to be, etc. 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Atjams. 



R. H. Lee and Lovell, for Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioners 

at Paris, t 

York, May 15, 1778. 
Gentlemen : Your pressing request for 5,000 hogsheads of tobacco 
is a matter as embarrassing to Congress as to yourselves. Their 
anxiety to get it to you is as great as yours to receive it. We have 
already lost vast quantities in the attempt, and thereby have furnished 
our enemies gratis with what was designed for the discharging of 
your contracts, and for promoting the interest and commerce of onr 
friends. We request your particular attention to this information, as 
it is a matter of as high moment to our allies as well as to ourselves. 

•The war righted tliis. Thus on l'«l..n:u-y U, 1781 r Sir Iknrv Clinton „ TI ,| L . to Lord 
Cathcart : "Military retaliation can not he. They havo 12,(100 to out 5,000 nrisoners." 
* MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 2S7. 



MAY 15, 1778. 



583 



Iu the present state of things, it is very probable that England will be 
unwilling to interrupt the trade of France in their own bottoms; and 
our desire is, as well for her benefit as ours, that France would open 
the trade from her own ports, so that the inteutioual advantages of the 
treaties may fully operate for both countries. We need not enlarge on 
this head, as your discernment will furnish you with all the reasons to 
be alleged in support of what we desire. 

Iu addition to what is mentioned iu our letter respecting the eleventh 
and twelfth articles of the treaty, we observe that the twelfth is capa- 
ble of aa interpretation and misuse which were probably not thought 
of at the time of constructing it: we mean that it opens a door for all, 
or a great part, of the trade of America to be carried through the 
French islands to Europe, and puts all future regulations out of our 
power, either by impost or prohibition, which, though we might never 
find it to our interest to use, yet, by keeping it iu our power, will enable 
us to preserve equality with, and regulate the imposts of the countries 
we trade with. 

The general trade of France is not under like restriction, every article 
on our part being stated against the single article of molasses on theirs; 
therefore, Congress think it more liberal and consistent that both 
articles should be expunged. 

We have no material military transactions to acquaint you with. 
The enemy yet remain in Philadelphia, butsomelate appearances make 
it probable tbey will not stay long. Our army is yet at the Vafley 
Forge. The enemy, through the course of the winter, have carried on 
a low, pitiful, and disgraceful kind of war against individuals, whom 
they pushed at by sending out little parties, and revengefully burning 
several of their houses; yet all this militated against themselves, by 
raising an unquenchable indignation intheconntry against them ; and 
on the whole, we know not which most to wonder at, their folly in 
making us bate them after their inability for conquest and their desires 
of peace are confessed, or their scandalous barbarity in executing their 
resentments. 

You will see, gentlemen, by the contract which the commercial com- 
mittee have signed with the ageut of M. Beaurnarchais, that Congress 
was desirous of keeping a middle course, so as not to appear to slight 
any determined generosity of the French court, and, at the same time, 
to show a promptness to discbarge honorably the debts which may be 
iustly charged against these States by any persons. We depend upon 
you to explain the affair fully, as you seem to make a distinction be- 
tween the military stores and the other invoices, while no such distinc- 
tion appears in the letters of Mr. Deane or M. Beaumarchais. Iu short, 
we are rather more undetermined by your late dispatches than we were 
during your long silence. Congress being at this time deeply engaged 
in a variety of business, and the foreign committee thin of members, 
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yon will be pleased to excuse us from being more ptwticuliHr in our 
answer to your several (.lis patches, as well as in our information of the 
state of our affairs. 

We are, gentlemen, etc., 

E. II. Lee. 
James Lovell. 

P. S.— You will see what we have written to M. Dumas, and you will 
point out what will be our line of honor to him and justice to these 
States. 



Vergennes to the Commissioners at Paris.* 

[Translation.] 

Versailles, May 15, 1778. 
Gentlemen: I have the honor to send you the copy of a letter writ- 
ten to M. cle Sartine by the French consul at Madeira.f You will see 
therein all the circumstances of the conduct of an American privateer, 
Capt. Johu Warren, towards a French snow or brigantine, (Japt. Ro- 
chel, which he captured very near the land and in sight of the town of 
Madeira. Soch reprehensible proceedings can not remain unpunished, 
and 1 make no doubt, gentlemen, that you will take the most efficacious 

* MSS. Dep. of State. 

tRuelliereto Sartine. Madeira, February 15, 1778. 

[Translation.] — 1 have the honor to inform yon that on the 4th instant a French 
snow or brigantine, which is supposed to be the Prudent, Captain Rochel, oi' about 
ir>tJ tons, coming from London with a load of pipe, staves, and some dour, fur this* 
island, was met, visited, and taken very near the land and wiiliiu sight ot this town 
by an American privateer, which, it is said, belongs to Boston, and in called the Lion, 
Capt. John Warren, and was sent to Boston under pretense that the cargo belonged 
to tbe English, 

The circumstances accompanying this capture not only render the action of this 
privateer extremely blauiable, but mark ber rather as a pirate than an armed vessul 
authorized by any government, agreeable to tbe deposition of a Portuguese fisherman, 
whom the said vessel had taken to conduct her into this road. The said privateer 
boarded this vessel as a prize, taking immediate possession and illtreating the crew, 
and after having sent them with violence on board the privateer, and taken and 
secured all tbe papers which might prove the property of the vennel and to what 
nation it belonged, he put on board an American crew, with whom it was sent to 
America, naturally for (be purpose of selling the cargo there, and perhaps the vessel, 
with the ventures of tbe captain and French crew, and wbatever might belong to 
the merchants of nations in neutrality with the insurgents iu some of our American 
islands where the said cargo of staves and pipe shakers would sell very well, whereas 
they would be of little consequence if tbey were sold ill the English Colonies of the 
insurgents, which abound in such merchandise. 

I take the iirst opportunity, sir, to inform you of this affair, persuaded that on 
reflection of its importance you will vouchsafe to take tbe necessary measure to cause 
the restitution of such an irregular capture, that the privateer receive tho reward of 
its crime, and to prevent in future similar outrages so prejudicial to our navigation 
and commerce, and so opposite to the safety and respect which all nations observo 
towards our flag in the present circumstances. 
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steps with Congress, not only that Capf. John Warren meet with the 
punishment his conduct deserves, but likewise to procure for the French 
vessel the satisfaction and recompense which are due. I rely in this 
mat ter on the necessity which you are sensible is necessary to suppress 
such excesses, the consequences of which cau not be less apparent to 
Congress than to us. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Vergennes. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Vergennes." 

Passt, May 16, 1778. 
Sie: We had this morning the honor of receiving yonr excellency's 
letter of the 13th instant, relative to the Boston frigate. We beg leave 
to assure your excellency that the frigate called the Boston, now at 
Bordeaux, is a ship of war belonging to the thirteen United States of 
North America, built and maintained at their expense by the honor- 
able Congress. We therefore humbly presume that his majesty's royal 
determination, on the representation of the Farmers Geueral, will be 
according to the usage of nations in such cases, and your excellency 
may be assured that Captain Tuck, r will conform to that determina- 
tion with the utmost respect. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin, 

Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Sartine.t 

Passy, May 16, 1778. 
Sir: Messrs. Basm ariue, Eainbeau & Co., having represented to us 
that they have applied to government for a frigate, to be employed in 
defense of their commerce to and from America, and in making re- 
prisals for the losses they have lately sustained by our enemies, we, the 
commissioners of the United States of iJorth America, hereby request 
that such a frigate may be granted; and in that case we are ready to 
give a commission and letter of marque to such frigate upon Messrs. 
Basmarine & Co. giving bonds to us for the regular behavior of such 
frigate, according to the law of nations and the usage of the United 
States, 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



■ 1 Sparks' Dip. Kev. Corr. 288. 
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Izard to Lee.* 

Paris, May IS, 1778. 

Dear Sir: The fifth article of the treaty of alliance lias given me a 
great deal of uneasiness, as it seems to bave been intended to exclude 
the United States of America from possessing themselves of the two 
idas. The article is as follows: "If tbe United States should thiulc 
fit to attempt the reduction of the British power remaining in the north- 
ern parts of America, or tbe islands of Bermudas, those countries or 
islands, in case of success, shall be confederated with or dependent 
upon the said United States." I had the honor of stating my appre- 
hensions to you and the other commissioners at I'assy on the 3d instant. 

Dr. Franklin did not think they were well founded, nor that any such 
construction could possibly be put upon the article. North America, 
he said, strictly speaking, comprised all parts of the continent north of 
the equator, and tbe Floridas, being in the latitude of 30 degrees nortii, 
would be comprehended within the meaning of the words "northern 
parts of America," I thought it would be best to put it out of all donbt, 
by getting that explanation of the words under the hands of the French 
ministry, especially as they would at least admit of dispute, and might 
in future produce disagreeable consequences. Dr. Franklin said that 
Congress had given some instructions respecting the cession of part of 
Florida to Spain, and objected to making any application on the sub- 
ject to the French ministry, as it might be taken ill, and added if my 
apprehensions were ever so just, it wa» too late for any remedy in France, 
but that, tho commissioner for the court of Madrid might guard against 
any bad consequences in the treaty which he had to conclude with that 
court. 

The resolution of Congress of the 30fh of December, 1776, to which 
Dr. Franklin alluded, extends only to the town and harbor of Peusa- 
cola, and eircnm stances are much changed in America since that reso- 
lution was made. It declares "that if his catholic majesty will join with 
the United States in a war against Great Britain, they will assist in 
reducing to the possession of Spain the town and harbor of Pensacola." 
Had Spain complied with the request, had she stood forth our friend 
in the day of distress, tbe offer made by Congress might with propriety 
have been claimed. She did not declare war against Great Britain, 
and I do not know that she has done anything yet to entitle her to any 
great share of our gratitude. It appeared to me that if the French 
ministry understood the words as explained by Dr. Franklin, they could 
not take it ill that such an explanation should be required of them ; but 
if they intended to have them understood as I feared they did, this was 
the proper place to have the doubts cleared up. If the words were 
meant toexclude tbe United States of America from the acquisition of tbe 
Floridas, it must have been intended for the benefit of Spain and there- 
fore the less likely was it to obtain any satisfaction from that quarter, 

' Mas. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Con., 671, with verbal chaogee. 
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North America, strictly speaking, according to Dr. Franklin, com- 
prises all parts of the continent north of the equator. By the same 
rule it may be said to extend to the 90th degree of latitude. Considered 
in this point of view, no parts to ttie southward of 45 degrees can, with 
propriety, be called the northern parts of America. But the article 
seems to have no relation to so extensive a signification, and expresses 
the intentions of the framers of it very distinctly: "If the United 
States should think fit to attempt the reduction of," not the northern 
parts of America, but "the British power remaining in the northern 
parts of America." This power, without taking notice of an inconsider- 
able settlement on the Mosquito shore, or of Hudson's Bay, may be said 
to have extended from the most southern point of Florida to the most 
northern part of Canada; and I am of opinion that the United States 
of America will not be satisfied if any attempts are made to circum- 
scribe their possessions within narrower limits. 

The eighth article of the original treaty approved of by Congress in 
September, 1770, and transmitted by them to the commissioners at this 
court, not only confirms me in tin's opinion, but throws great light upon 
the intentions of the French ministry. It is as follows: "The most 
Christian king shall never invade, nor under any pretense attempt to 
possess himself of, Labrador, New Britain, Nova Scotia, Acadia, Florida, 
nor any of the countries, cities, or towns on the continent of North 
America; nor of any of the islands of Newfoundland, Cape Breton. St, 
Johns, Anticosti, nor any other island lying near to the said continent 
in the seas, or in any gnlf, bay, or river, it being the true intent and 
meaning of this treaty that the said United States shall have the sole, 
exclusive, undivided, and perpetual possession of all the countries, 
cities, and towns on said continent, and of all islands near to it which 
now are, or lately were, under the jurisdiction of, or subject to, the king 
or crown of Great Britain, whenever they shall be united or confeder- 
ated with the said United States." These words admit of no mistake; 
no hidden meaning is concealed under them, nor could there beany 
possibility of contentions respecting the countries therein described 
bad they been inserted in the treaty. 

With all due deference to Dr. Franklin, I can not help declaring that 
I am firmly persuaded that the court of France would not have substi- 
tuted the eighth article in the place of the above if they had not had 
some designs contrary to the intentions of Congress, so clearly ex- 
pressed iu their ninth article. His most Christian mnjesty, in the elev- 
enth article of the treaty of alliance, does not guaranty generally to the 
United States their possessions, and the additions or conquests that 
their confederation may obtain during the war from any of the domin- 
ions now, or heretofore, possessed by Great Britain in North America, 
but stipulates that the guaranty shall only be conformable to the fifth 
and sixth articles. The latter of these contains nothing but a renun- 
ciation, ou the part of France, of the islands of the Bermudas, and of 
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the whole continent of North America. As France does not pretend 
to any claim upon the Florida*, this renunciation can, in no respect, 
affect those provinces, Spain, who was at the peace in 17G3 obliged to 
cede them to Great Britain, may be desirous of resuming them, and the 
fifth article in the treaty of alliance seems to lay the foundation of such 
a claim. Should that event ever take place it would prove extremely 
prejudicial to the interests of the United States in general, but particu- 
larly to those of the South. Spain would, by that means, have a direct 
communication with the Indians on our frontier, and have it in her 
power to disturb our settlements whenever she pleased. 

Lieutenant Governor Moultrie, in his letter from Augustine, of tlie 
4th of October, 1775, to General Grant, which was intercepted and pub- 
lished by Congress, among other reasons why General Gage should pro- 
tect Florida gives the following: "Consider," says he, "tbattbis is the 
best and only immediate communication between Great Britain and our 
red brothers," the Indians. What a horrid use our enemies have made 
of this communication you are well acquainted with. Florida was never 
of any advantage to Spain when in her possession, nor is it probable it 
ever would be were it so again, but it will be of the greatest importance 
to the States of America, on account of security, which in all negotia- 
tions has been thought a sufficient reason for a claim, though no right 
existed, which is not the case in the present instance. In the eleventh 
article France guaranties to the United States " their possessions and 
the additions or conquests that their confederation may obtain during 
the war from any of the dominions now or heretofore possessed by 
Great Britain in North America, conformable to the fifth and sixth 
articles." In the sixth article I observe that "the most Christian Iting 
renounces forever the possession of the islands of Bermudas, as well as 
of any part of the continent of North America." Nothing is said about 
Newfoundland, St. Johns, Cape Breton, and the other islands on our 
coasts. Were they understood to be included in the renunciation and 
guaranty? Congress, in their original treaty, did not choose to trust 
to any future coDstructious, but mentioned each of these islands par- 
ticularly by name. W hatever power may be in possession of them will 
in a great measure command the fishery. 

This is a matter of great consequence, but, however just my appre- 
hensions may be on this point also, I fear it is now too late to receive 
any satisfactory explanation respecting it at this court, and we must 
again turn our eyes towards you for relief. If the court of Madrid 
could be prevailed upon to guaranty the Floridas and these islands 
also to the United States, you would render an essential service to your 
country. I have upon many occasions experienced that whenever 
her welfare has stood in need of your exertions you have been ready to 
afford them, and, therefore, I can not doubt but you wilt also do it in 
the business which I have just laid before you. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Ralph Izabd. 
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Franklin and Adams to the governor or any counsellor or senator or member 
of any house of representatives in any of the thirteen United States of 
America. " 

Paris, May 18, 1778. 
Gentlemen: Certain intelligence having been received that eleven 
British ships of war (one of 90 guns, nine of 74, and one of 64 guns) are 
in the road of St. Helen's, near Portsmouth, bound for North America, 
and the United States being in alliance with Prance, you are requested 
as speedily as possible to convey this information to the commander of 
any French fleet or ships of war in America by sending them this let- 
ter, and also to publish the contents of it in all the continental news- 
papers. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

Benj'n Feanklin. 
John Adams. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to the President of Congress." 

Passy, May 19, 1778, 
SiR: We have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter received from 
Monsieur le Count de Vergenues, secretary of state for foreign affairs, 
with a cony of a letter enclosed for the consideration of Congress, not 
doubting that Congress will give it all the attention that an affair of 
such importance demands. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

Benj'n Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Vergennes." 

Passy, May 19, 1 778. 

Sir : We have had the honor of your excellency's letter of the 15th 
instant, enclosing a copy of a letter from M. de la Rue! Here, consul at 
Madeira, of 15th of March, 1778, 

We have enclosed to Congress a copy of your excellency's letter, with 
a copy of its enclosures, and have recommended to Congress the earliest 
attention to the subject, and have no doubt that justice will be speedily 
done. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

Benj'n Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 

»MSS. Dep. of Slate. 
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A, Lee to Committee of Correspondence. 

Paris, May 20, 1778, 
Gentlemen : Upon receiving your letters, by our colleague, Mr. J. 
Adams, 1 lost no moment to press for supplies, such as you mention as 
irtost wanting (blankets, shoes, ami stockings) in my particular depart- 
ment. In consequence I bave the pleasure to inform you that orders 
are given and are now executing for furnishing you, as before, which will 
be done from time to time as opportunities offer. 1 will direct medicines 
and such naval stores as they can collect to be added. I shall send 
you the accounts of their being shipped, from time to time as they are 
remitted to me, to prevent mistakes or impositions. 

For want of this accuracy the public seems to me a little too much 
at the mercy of Blr. John Ross and Mr. Jonathan Williams. The former 
has had upwards of 400,000 francs and the other more than a million 
of the public money. They tell us, in general, that they have shipped 
goods on the public account; but the particulars the former has refused 
to give, and the latter has hitherto evaded it on various pretenses. By 
this means, should the vessels arrive safe, they can claim what propor- 
tion they please as shipped on their own account ; if they are lost, tkeii 
the whole may be charged to the public. 

I have seen with infinite concern the public money expended without 
economy and without account. My colleagues excluded me from know- 
ing or advising about the manner in which it was expended. They 
have encouraged our agents to treat me with disrespect, so that toy 
interposition might be useless. A thousand times have I desired that 
the public accounts might from time to time be made up, to which 1 
have as constantly received evasive or affrontive auswers; so that now 
Mr. Adams and myself find that, after the expenditure of more than 
5,000,000 livres, we are involved in confusion and debt, the principal 
articles furnished being unpaid for and demands made to the amount 
of many millions; that is, including the cargoes of the Amphiirite, 
Seine, and Mammand, for which a demand has been made, and which 
constitute the principal part of the supplies which have been furnished. 
Having been thus excluded by my colleagues from the management of 
the public business, 1 hope I shall not be deemed responsible for the 
conduct of it. Congress will see that in acting without me they have 
pursued the letter, not the spirit, of our commission. When the en- 
closed contract with Mr. Mortieu is compared with the contract I had 
put it in their power to make, the reason will appear why they concealed 
it from me and acted without my concurrence. Mr. Williams, at the 
same time, bad the furnishing sixteen thousand suits, which 1 suppose 
will be upon as advantageous terms. Upon inquiry I find that as good 
uniforms as can be worn may be contracted for in Prance for thirty-two 

*8 A. Lee's Life, 4S), 
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francs, and hi Germany for thirty -seven. Those which were offered us 
from thence were of coarser cloth. 
With great respect, etc., 

Arthur Lee.* 



John Adams to Samuel Adame.t 

Passy, May 21, 1778. 

Dear Silt: I have never yet paid my respects to you since my arrival 
iti Europe, for which seeming neglect of duty the total novelty of the 
scenes about me and the incessant avocations of business and coremony 
and pleasure (for this last I lind in Europe makes an essential part of 
both the other two), must plead my excuse. 

The situation of the general affairs of Europe is still critical and of 
dubious tendency. It is still uncertain whether there will be war be- 
tween the Turks and the Russians, between the Emperor and the Kiug of 
Prussia, and indeed between England and France, in the opinion of 
many people. My own conjecture, however, is that a war will com- 
mence and that soon. 

Before this reaches you you will be informed that a strong squadron 
of thirteen capital ships and several frigates has sailed from Toulon, and 
that another squadron is ordered to sail from Spithead. Whatever I 
may have heard of the destination of the first, I am not at liberty to 
mention it. We have no intelligence that the latter has sailed. 

Chatham the Great is no more, bu t there is so much of his wild spirit 
in his last speech yet left in the nation, that 1 have no doubt but the 
administration will put all to the hazard. 

We are happy to hear by the frigate La Sensible, which has returned 
to Brest, that the treaty arrived safe at Oasco Bay. We hope to have 
the earliest intelligence of the ratification of it. The commissioners 
from England of the 22d of April will meet, as we suppose, with noth- 
ing but ridicule. The Kiug of Prussia is yet upon the reserve concern- 
ing America, or rather forgetting his promise, has determined not to 
acknowledge our independence at present. His reason is obvious, he 
wants the aid of those very German princes who are most subservient 
to Great Britain, who have furnished her with troops to carry on the 
war against us, aud therefore he does not choose to offend them by an 
alliance with us at present. Spain is on the reserve too, but there is 
not the least doubt entertained here of her intention to support America. 
In Holland there is more friendship for us than I was aware of before I 
came here; at least they will take no part against us. 

Our affairs in this kingdom I find in a state of confusion and dark- 

* It does not appear from the records of the Department that this dispatch was 
ever received, 
ta Snarka' Dip. Kev. Corr., 539. 
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ness that surprises me. Prodigious sums of money have been e x pen tied 
and large sums are yet due, but there are no books of account nor atiy 
documents from whence I have been able to learn what the Uuited 
States hare received as an equivalent. 

There is oue subject which lies heavily on my mind, and that is the 
expense of the commissioners. You have three commissioners at this 
court, each of whom lives at an expense of at least £3,000 sterling a 
year; I fear at a greater expense. Few men in the world are capable 
of living at a less expense than I am, but 1 find the other gentlemen 
have expended from three to four thousand a year each, and oue of 
tbem from five to six j and by all the inquiries I have been able to make 
I can Dot find any article of expense which can be retrenched.* 

The truth is, in my humble opinion, our system is wrong in mauy 
particulars : 

(1) In haviug three commissioners at this court: one iu the character 
of envoy is enough. At present, each of the three is considered in the 

"In (toother letter, which Mr. Adams afterwards wrote to Mr. Samuel Adams, he 
says the account of the commissioners' expenses here given is " exaggerated," and 
'■ put much too high," owing to his having heen but a short timu in Paris, and not 
hoiug accural ely informed on tho subject. See this letter hereafter, dated February 
14, 1779, in the present volume. 

By a letter from Mr. Arthur hot:, dated May 9, 1778, containing a transcript from the 
banker's book, it appears that from December, 1776, to March, 1778, a period of fifteen 
mouths, Silas Deane received on his private account §30,926; Arthur Lee, §12,749, 
and Dr. Franklin, ^12.214. See Arthur Lee's correspondence wht:re the above sums 
are stated in livrss, and they are here reduced to dollars by the rule p radioed at th;lt 
time of allowing 5 livres and 8 sols to the dollar. The fractions are omitted in the 
reduction, It must be observed that the above payments are not a specification of 
the anion uts actually received for the period in question, because the commissioners 
may have bad other expenses for which they afterwards drew on the banker, but 
these sums may serve as a tolerably correct indication of their expenses, and were 
probably intended as such by Mr. Lee. At this time no fixed salary was allowed ; but 
Congress resolved that all expenses should lie paid, and that such an additional com- 
pensation should bo granted as might afterwards he deemed expedient by Congress. 

On the 1st of June, 177^, Mr. Lee wrote to Congress: "1 am of opinion, with my 
colleague, Mr. Adams, that it would be better for the public that the appointment 
of your public ministers were fixed, instead of being left at large and their expenses 
indefinite. From experience, I find tho expense of living in that character can not 
well he less than £3,000 sterling a year, ($13,333,) which I believe is as little aa is 
allowed to any public minister beyond the rank of oonsnl." (A. Lee to Committee of 
Foreign Affairs, June 1, 1778, supra ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Corr., 409.) 

Tho original mode of paying ministers abroad continued, however, till October 4, 
1779, wheu Congress 

"Besolvtd, That each of the ministers plenipotentiary he allowed at the rate of 
£2,500 sterling ($11,111) per annum; and each of their secretaries at the rate of £1,000 
sterling (£4,414) per annum, iu full for their services and expenses respectively, 

"That the salary of each of the said officers be cuniputed from the time ofleaving 
his place of abode to enter on the duties of his office, and he continued three months 
after the notice of his recall," (Secret journals, vol. 2, p. 272.) 

The salaries continued fixed at the above sums during the remainder of the Revo- 
lution, and till May 7, 1784, when the salary of tho ministers was reduced to §9,000, 
and that of the secretaries to S3, 000 per annum — Sparks, 
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character of a public minister plenipotentiary, which lays him under an 
absolute necessity of living up to this character ; whereas one alone 
won hi be obliged to incur no greater expense, and would be quite suf- 
ficient for all the business of a public minister. 

(2) In leaving the salaries of these ministers at an uncertainty you 
will never be able to obtain a satisfactory account of the public moneys 
while this system continues; it is a temptation to live at too great an 
expense, and gentlemen will feel an aversion to demanding vigorous 
account. 

(3) In blending the business of a public minister with that of a com- 
mercial agent. The business of various departments is by this means 

■ so blended, and the public and private expenses so confounded with 
each other, that I am sure no satisfaction cau ever be given to the pub- 
lic of the disposition of their interests; and I am very confident that 
jealousies and suspicions will hereafter arise against the characters 
of gentlemen who may, perhaps, have acted with perfect integrity and 
the fairest intentions for the public good. 

My idea is this : Separate the offices of public ministers from those of 
commercial agents;* recall, or send to some other court, all the public 
ministers but one at this court; determine with precision the sum that 
shall be allowed to the remaining one for his expenses, for bis salary, 
and for his time, risk, trouble, etc; and when this is done, see that he 
receives no more than his allowance. The inconveniences arising from 
the multiplicity of ministers and the complication of business are infinite. 

Remember ine with the most tender affection to my worthy colleagues, 
and to all others to whom you know they are due. 
I am, your friend and servant, 

John Adams. 



A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs.t 

Paris, May 23, 1778. 
Gentlemen : In consequence of your dispatches by ray colleague, 
Mr. Adams, I lost no moment to press the renewal of the order for the 
supplying you with such stores as you want and as that country affords 
from the court of Bpain. I have the satisfaction to inform yon that 
such orders are given, and 1 am assured will be carried into execution 
as speedily as possible. 

* Dr. Franklin espressos thia opiuiou very strongly ou several occasions; and. after 
lie was appointed minister plenipotentiary, with the duties of commercial agent 
attached to his office, ho Tcpeatettly solicited Congress to separato these duties, and 
to leave liiin ill charge only of those branches of the business which pertained to him 
iu the character of minister. (2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., pp. (J6, 79, 86, 95.) 

t2 A. Lee's Life, 51 ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 496. 
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We menu to apply for the loan desired to the ntoueyed men of Hol- 
land, ami iu my particular department I shall endeavor to take the 
favorable opportunity of the arrival of the flotilla to urge the same iti 
Spain, 

War is not begun In Germany or Great Britain ; but it seems to be 
inevitable. 

I have sent orders to all the ports iu France and Spain to communi- 
cate the account of the sailing of a fleet of thirteen ships from England 
against America to all the captains who sail for the United States or 
the French islands. This I conceived would be the most certain means 
of communicating the alarm and preventing surprise. 

The ministry here are also to convey a letter from us by every op- 
portunity to the same purpose. 

I have the honor to be, etc, 

Arthur Lee. 



A. Lee to Izard." 

Chaillot, May 23, 1778. 

Dear Sir : I have received your favor of the 18th, and remember 
well the conversation you mention. The fifth article stood originally 
thus : " Si lea Etats-Unis jugeut a propos de tenter la conqnetedela Can- 
ada, de la Nonvelle-Ecosse, de Terrenueve St.-Jeau, et des Bermudes, 
ces couquetes en cas de sucees appartiendront anx dits Etats-Unis." 
Even this did not appear to me adequate to the intentionsof Congress ; 
1 therefore proposed that it should bo ax extensive and explicit as was 
marked out to us in the eighth article of the plan proposed by Con- 
gress. My colleagues did not agree with me, and I remember perfectly 
Dr, Franklin's answer was that Congress had receded from those 
claims since by the concessions directed to be made to Spain. I sub- 
mitted mine to the opinion of my colleagues. 

I have already asked the commands of Congress relative to conced- 
ing anything to Spain agreeably to the instruction of the 30th of De- 
cember, 1770, which you mention, and you may be assured that i will 
never subscribe the cession of one inch of what Congress baa claimed 
in the eighth article of their plan without their express orders. I shall 
make no observations respecting the degree of gratitude to which Spain 
may be entitled, but the leaving of articles so loose as to occasion dis- 
putes, or making cessions which may plant a thorn in the side of any 
of the United States, is not the manner I should choose of showing it. 
How the fifth article came changed so much from what it was at first I 
never could learn. In my own justification I must observe that from 
the conduct of one of my colleagues and the intrigues of the other I 
was furnished with a kind of half information, and secretly counteracted, 

"MtiS. Dep. of State. ; 1 Sharks' Dip. Rev. Corr., (175, with vnrba.1 diaiigcs. 
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so as to render it very difficult for me to be of any utility whatever in 
tli is negotiation. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Adams to the Commercial Committee." 

Passy, May 24, 1778. 

Gentlemen: I tinil that the American affairs ou this side of the 
Atlantic are iu a state of disorder very much resembling that which is 
so much to be regretted ou the other, and arising, as I suppose, from 
-the same general causes, the novelty of the scenes, tbe inexperience of 
the actors, and the rapidity with which great events have succeeded 
each other. Our resources are very inadequate to the demands made 
upon us, which arc perhaps unnecessarily increased by several irregu- 
larities of proceeding. 

We have in some places two or three persons who claim the character 
of American ageuts, agent for commercial affairs, ami continental agent, 
for they are called by all these different appellations. In one quarter 
one gentlemen claims the character from the appointment of Mr. William 
Lee, another claims it from the appointment of the commissioners at 
Passy, aud a third from the appointment of the commercial committee 
of Congress. This introduces a triple expense and much confusion and 
delay. These evils have been accidental, I believe, and unavoidable, 
but they are evils still and ought to be removed. 

One person at Bordeaux, another at Nantes, and a third perhaps at 
Havre de Grace or Dunkirk, would be amply sufficient for all public 
purposes; aud to these persons all orders from Congress, or the com- 
mercial committee, or the commissioners at Paris ought to be addressed. 
To the same persons all public ships of war, and all other ships belong- 
ing to the United States aud their prizes, ought to be addressed; and 
all orders for the supplies of provisions, clothing, repairs of vessels, 
etc., as well as all orders for shipping of merchandises or warlike stores 
for the United States, ought to go through their hands. We have such 
abuses and irregularities every day occurring as are very alarming. 
Agents of various sorts are drawing bills upon us, aud the commanders 
of vessels of war are drawing upon us for expenses and supplies which 
we never ordered, so that our resources witl soon fail if a speedy stop 
is not put to this career. 

And we find it so difficult to obtain accounts from agents of the ex- 
penditure of moneys, and of the goods aud merchandises shipped by 
them, that we can never know the true state of our finances, or when 
and in what degree we have executed the orders of Congress for send - 
ing them arms, clothes, medicines, or other things. 



* £ 8 parks' Dip. Rov. Corr., 542; 7 John Adama' Works, 14. 
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In order to correct some of tlie abuses, ami to bring o»r affairs into 
a little better order, 1 have constantly given my voice against paying 
for things we never ordered, against paying persons who have never 
been authorised, and against throwing our affairs into a multiplicity of 
bands in the same place. But the, consequence bas been so many refusals 
of demands and requests, that I expect mucb discontent will arise from 
it and many clamors. Whether the appointment by Congress of one 
or more consuls for this kingdom would remedy those inconveniences 
1 must submit to their wisdom. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

John Adams. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Williams." 

PASSY, May 25, 1778. 

Sir : Your favors of May 11 and IS are uow before us. We shall 
this day acquaint Captain Jones how far it is in our power to comply 
with his desires, and in what manner. Your letter of the 18th informs 
us of a dispute between Mr. Schweighauser and you concerning the 
disposal of the Ranger's prizes; and you are still of opinion that yon 
have authority to interfere in the disposal of prizes, and that you should 
be chargeable with neglect of duty if you did not. The necessities of 
our country demand the utmost frugality, which can never be obtained 
without the utmost simplicity iu the management of her affairs, and as 
Congress have authorized Mr. W. Lee to superintend the commercial 
affairs in general, and he has appointed Mr. Schweighauser, and as 
your authority is under the commissioners at Paris only, we thiak it 
prudent and necessary for the public service to revoke, aud we tlo 
hereby revoke, all the powers and authorities heretofore granted to you 
by the commissioners plenipotentiary of the United States of America, 
or any of them, at Paris, to the end that hereafter the management of 
the affairs, commercial and maritime, of America may be under one 
sole direction, that of Mr. Schweighauser within his district. 

As to the merchandise and stores of every kind which you have on 
hand at present, we leave it to your ehoice either to ship them to 
America yourself or to deliver them over to Mr. Schweighauser to be 
shipped by him. It is not from any prejudice to you, for whom we 
have a great respect and esteem, hut merely from a desire to save the 
public money and prevent the clashing of claims and interests, and to 
avoid confusion and delays, that we have taken this step. 

We have further to repeat our earnest request that you would lay 
your accounts before us as spon as possible, because until we have 
them we can never know either the state of our finances or how far the 

"1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr,, 239. 
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orders of Congress for stores anil luerehatidiae- to be shipped to America 
have been fulfilled. 

We are, sir, etc., 

B. Franklin, 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams, 



Franklin et al Commissioners to John Paul Jones.' 

Passy, Map 25, 1778. 

Sir: Your favors of May 8 and 10 from Brest we duly received. 
We congratulate you on your success and safe arrival at Brest, as well 
as on the honor you have acquired by yonr conduct and bravery iu 
taking oue of the king's ships. 

As we have some expectation of obtaining an exchange of prisoners 
from England, we would advise you to keep those you have made 
securely confined, though in a manner most consistent with humanity, 
till we have an answer from thence. For if we can get an equal num- 
ber of our own seamen to man the Drake, she will be an additional 
strength to you iu a future expedition. Whereas sending her with the 
prisoners to America, will not only weaken you by the hands you must 
spare to navigate her and to keep the prisoners iu subjection, but will 
also hazard their being retaken. We should have been happy to have 
been early informed of the particulars of your cruise and of the prizes 
you have made, of which we have uo authentic advice to this hour. 

Tour bill of exchange iu favor of 3L Bussole for 21,000 livrcs, which 
you inform us you meau to distribute among the brave officers and men 
to whom you owe yonr late success, has been presented to us by M. 
Chauuiout. We are sorry to inform you that we have been under the 
disagreeable necessity of refusing payment, and that for several rea- 
sons; first, because your application should have beeu made to M. 
Scli weigh auser, who is the person regularly authorized to act as conti- 
nental agent at Brest, and we are determined that all American 
concerns within our department shall go through his hands as long as 
he shall continue in the character of American agent, or at least until 
we shall find it necessary to order otherwise. Secondly, because the 
bill is drawn for an expense which we have no right or authority to 
defray. Wo have no authority to make presents of the public money 
to officers or men, however gallant and deserving, for the purposes of 
providing their families with clothing, or for any other purpose, nor to 
advance them money upon the credit of their share of prizes; nor have 
we authority to advance them any part of their pay or bounties; all 
these things belong to Congress alone, and must be done by the proper 
boards in America. Our authority extflhds no further than to order 



* 3 Sparks' Dip Rev. Corr., 568. 
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the necessary repairs to he made to your ship, to order her to be fur- 
uished with necessary victuals, which we are ready to order M. 
Sch weigh a user to do as soon as we shall be informed by you what 
repairs am! victuals are wanted, with an estimate of then-mount of the 
expenses. 

There is one thing further which we should venture to do for the 
benefit of your men. Upon a representation from you of the quantity 
of slops necessary for them, we should order M. Sch weigh an ser to fur- 
nish your ship with them; not more, however, than one suit of clothes 
for each man, that yon may take them on board of your ship, and 
deliver them out to the men as they shall be wanted, charging eacli 
mau upon the ship's books with what he shall receive, that it may be 
deducted from his pay. 

Lieutenant Simpson lias stated to us your having put him under 
arrest for disobeying orders. As a court martial must, by order of Con- 
gress, consist of three captains, three lieutenants, and three captains of 
marines, and these eau not be had here, it is our desire that he may have 
a passage procured for him by the first opportunity to America, allow- 
ing him whatever may be necessary for his defense. As the consequences 
of an arrest in foreign countries are thus extremely troublesome, they 
should be well considered before they are made. If you are in posses- 
sion of any resolution of Congress giving the whole of ships of war, 
when made prizes, to the captors, we should be obliged to yon for a 
copy of it. We should also be obliged to you for a particular account 
in whose hands the prizes made by you are, and in what forwardness 
is the sale of them. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lkb. 
John Adams. 



Franklin to Hartley.* 

Passy, May 25, 1778. 

Dear Sir: I am glad to learn by the newspapers that yon got safe 
home, where 1 hope you found all well. 

I wish to know whether your ministers have yet come to a resolution 
to exchange the prisoners they hold in England, according to the ex- 
pectations formerly given you. We have here above two hundred, who 
are confined in the Drake, where they must be kept, as we have not the 
use of prisons on shore, and where they can not be so conveniently ac- 
commodated as we could wish. But as the liberal discharge we have 
given to near five hundred prisoners taken on your coast has wrought 
no disposition to similar returns, we shall keep these and all we take 
hereafter till your counsels become more reasonable. We have accounts 
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from the mill prison, at Plymouth, that our people are not allowed the 
use of pen and ink, nor the sight of a newspaper, nor the conversation 
Of friends. Is it true ? 

Be so good as to mention to me whether the two little bills I gave 
you on Nesbit and Vaughn are accepted and paid and the sums of 
each, as I have omitted to make a note of them. Permit me to repeat 
my thankfnl acknowledgments for the very humane aud kind part you 
have acted in this affair. If I thought it necessary I would pray God to 
bless you for it. But I know be will do so without my prayers. 
Adieu, aud believe, etc., 

B- Feanklin. 



Franklin to John Paul Jones * 

Passy, May 27, 1778. 

Dear Sir: I received yonrs of the 18th, enclosing one for the 
Countess of Selkiik, -which I forwarded this day by way of Holland, 
as you desi'e. It is a gallant letter, and must give her ladyship a high 
and just opinion of your generosity and nobleness of mind. 

The Jersey privateers do us a great deal of mischief by intercepting 
our supplies. It has been mentioned to me that your small vessel, 
commanded by so brave an officer, might render great set vice by fol- 
lowing them where greater ships dare not venture their bottoms; or, 
being accompanied and supported by some frigates from Brest, at a 
proper distance, might draw them out, and then take them. I wish 
you to consider of this, as it comes from high authority, aud that you 
would immediately let me know what you think of it, and when your 
ship will be ready. 

I have written to England about the exchange of your prisoners. 1 
congratulate you most cordially on your late success, and wish for a 
continuance and increase of the honor you have acquired. It will 
always be a pleasure to me to contribute what may lie in my power 
towards your advancement and that of the brave officers and men 
under your command. 
I am, etc., 

B. Fkanklin. 



Franklin to John Paul Jones, t 

Passy, June 1, 177S, 
Dear Sir : I have the pleasure of informing you that it is proposed 
to give yon the command of the great ship we have built at Amster- 
dam. By what you wrote to us formerly 1 have ventured to say in 
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your behalf that this proposition would be agreeable to yon. 1 on 
will immediately let me know your resolution ; which, that you may bo 
more clear in taking, I must in for in you of some circumstances, She 
is at present the property of the king; but, as there is no war yet de- 
clared, you will have the commission and flag of tho United States, 
and act under their orders and laws. The Prince de Nassau will make 
the cruise with you. She is to bo brought here under cover as a 
French merchantman, tc be equipped and manned in France. We 
jope to exchange your prisoners for as many American sailors; but if 
that fails, you have your present crew, to be made up here with other 
nations and French. 

The other commissioners are not acquainted with this proposition as 
yet, and yon see, by the nature of it, that it is necessary to be kept a 
secret till we have got the vessel here, for fear of ibfticulties in Hol- 
land and interruption. You will therefore direct your answer to me 
alone, it being desired that at present the affair r^st between you and 
me. Perhaps it may be best for you to take a trip up here to concert 
matters, if in general you approve the idea. I was much pleased with 
reading your journal, which we received yesterday. 
I am, etc., 

B. Franklin. 



A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign AfFairs.* 

Pakis, June 1, 1778. 

Gentlemen: The hurry in which the last dispatches went away pre- 
vented me from being so particular about them as I wished. Nos. 7, 8, 
and 9 were omitted, being newspapers, and too voluminous for the con- 
veyance, M. Month ieu's papers were sent to show you the demands 
that arc made upon us and the grounds of them. You will see that 
they are accounts which Mr. Deaue ought to have settled. It is this 
sort of neglect and a studied confusion that have prevented Mr. Adams 
and myself, after a tedious examination of the papers left with Dr. 
Franklin, from getting any satisfaction as to the expenditure of the 
public money. All that we can find is that millions have been expended 
and almost everything remains to be paid for. Bargains have been 
made of the most extravagant kind with this Mr. Mouthieu and others. 
For example, the uniforms that are agreed for at thirty-seven livres 
might have been had here for thirty-two livres each, and equally good, 
which being 5 livres in every suit too much, comes to a large sum upon 
thousands. 

Of the 100,000 livres advanced to Mr. Hodge there appears no ac- 
count. I have been told that Cunningham's vessel cost but £3,000 ster- 
ling; for what purpose the overplus was given to Mr, Hodge, how the 
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public came to pay for her refitting, and at length the vessel ami her 
prize-money made over to Mr. Boss and Mr. Hodge, without a farthing 
being brought to public account, it rests with Mr. Deane or Mr. Hodge 
to explain. I have enclosed you all the receipts found among those 
papers, the sending of which has been neglected. Of the triplicates 
and duplicates an original is sent, and copies of those that are single. 
You will see that my name is not to the contracts. In fact, they were 
concealed from me with the utmost care, as was every other means of 
my knowing how these affairs were conducted; and as both my col- 
leagues concurred in this concealment, and in refusing my repeated 
requests to make up accounts and transmit; them to Congress, it was 
not in my power to know with accuracy, much less to prevent, this 
system of profusion. I was told that Mr. Williams, to whom I knew 
the public money was largely intrusted, was to furnisk his accounts 
monthly; but they were never shown me; and it now appears that for 
the expenditure of a million of livres he has given no account as yet; 
nor can we learn how far what he has shipped is on the public, how far 
on private account. We are in the same situation with regard to Mr. 
Boss, The indulgence to Mr. Williams,* and favoring Mr. Chaumont, a 
particular friend of Dr. Franklin, is the only reason I can conceive for 
the latter having countenanced and concurred in all this system. You 
will see a specimen of the manner of it in the enclosed copy of a letter 
from Dr. Frankliu to his nephew, which the latter sent me as an author- 
ity for his doing what the commercial agent conceived to he encroach- 
ing on his province. I have done my utmost to discharge my duty to 
the public in preventing the progress of this disorder and dissipation 
in the conduct of its affairs. If it should be found that my colleagues 
have done the same, I shall most cordially forgive them the offense and 
injury so repeatedly offered me in the manner of it. I do not wish to 
accuse them, hut excuse myself; and I should have felt as much hap- 
piness in preventing as I have regret in complaining of this abuse.* 

The appearance of things between this country and Great Britain, 
and the Emperor and the King of Prussia has been so long hostile, 

"The insinuation here that Dr. Franklin was disposed to favor Mr. Williams, be- 
cause ho was hia nephew, seems to have been mads without just grounds. The con- 
trary, indeed, would appear from tbo following extract of a letter written by Dr. 
Franklin to Mr. William Lee, March 6, 1778, when Mr. Lee proposed to lum that the 
commissioners should appoint Mr. Williams as a commercial agent at Nantes : 

"Your proposition," says Dr. Franklin, "about appoint iug agents in the ports shall 
he laid before the commissioners when they meet. In the mean time I can only say 
that as to my nephew, Mr. Williams, though I have from long knowledge and experi- 
ence o£ him a high opinion of Ms abilities, activity, and integrity, I will have no 
hand in his appointment or in approving it, not being desirous of his being in any 
way concerned in that business. 

"I am obliged to you for your good opinion of my nephew, manifested in your in- 
tention of nominating him as above ; and I beg you to accept my thanks, though for 
particular reasons, which you know, I do not wish him to accept the employment." — 
Spauks. 
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without an open rupture, tliiit it is not easy to s;iy whon either war 
will begin. The King of Prussia has found it so necessary to cultivate 
the aid of Hanover, J lease, Brunswick, etc., that he has declined 
receiving your deputy or following the example of Fiance, as ho prom- 
ised. It remains, therefore, to try the empress, who, independent of 
the present crisis, was much less inclined to our cause. It seems to be 
the settled system of northern polities that, if a war should happen, 
the Empress of Russia will assist the King of Prussians far as the 
Porte will permit her. 

In this country, the appointment of Marechal de Broglie commander 
of the army on the sea coast, and the Due de Cbartres, son of the Due 
d'Orleaus and prince of the blood, going on board the fleet at Brest, 
announce desigus of some dignity and magnitude. 

I am of opinion, with our colleague Mr. Adams, that it would be 
better for tbe public that the appointment of your public ministers 
were fixed, instead of being left at large, and their expenses indefinite, 
From experience I find the expense of living in that character can not 
well be less than £3,000 sterling a year, which, I believe too, is as 
little as is allowed to any public minister above the rank of a consul, 
If left at liberty, I conceive that most persons will exceed this sum. 
Neither do I perceive any adequate advantage to be expected from 
• having more than one person at each court. When things take a more 
settled form there will be little need of that cheek, which is the chief 
utility of it at present. 

The mixing powers, too, and vesting them in several persons at the 
same time, give ground for disputes, which are disgraceful, as well as 
detrimental to the public. This has been much experienced in the 
case of the commercial agents and the agent of the commissioners, 
who have been clashing and contesting till the public business was 
almost entirely at a stand. For the present, however, we have settled 
this matter by directing all commercial business to be put into the 
hands of those appointed by the commercial agent till the pleasure of 
Congress is known. 

Two more ships have been lately sent to Newfoundland, and two to 
the Mediterranean, which, with thirteen detached under Admiral 
Byron to reeuforce Lord Howe, leave seventeen of the line and eight 
frigates for Admiral Keppel, and these very ill-manned. I have ex- 
ceeding good information that their plan of operations for America is 
as follows: General Howe is to evacuate Philadelphia, sending 5,000 
of his troops and two ships of war to Quebec; the rest of the troops, 
with the fleet, are to return to Halifax, where the latter, being joined 
by Admiral Byron, will, it is presumed, maintain a superiority in those 
seas over the allied fleet. 



'For an explanation of all t lie charges contained in tliis letter, see Silaa Deanc's 
letter to the President of Congress under date of October 12, 1778. See concerning 
Williams' accounts, A. Lee to Committee of Foreign Affairs, June 9, 1778. 
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I wrote you before that the lowest estimate given to the English 
ministry for the defense of Canada was 8,000 men, and tbat their actual 
force there was about 4,000 ; the 5,000 added will, in their opinion, be 
sufficient, with their superiority at sea, for its protection. I can not 
learn that any but some German recruits are to be sent out this year, 
and, from the situation of things, they are more likely to recall a great 
part of their troops than to reenforce them. 

Our friends in Spain have promised to remit me 150,000 livres more, 
which 1 shall continue to vest in supplies that may be useful to you.* 

I hope, in consequence of what I formerly wrote, to have the express 
order of Congress relative to tbe line they would choose to fix between 
the territories of the United States and those of the crown of Spain. 
Tbe privileges to be enjoyed by the subjects of the United States, set- 
tling for tbe purposes of commerce, and the regulation of port duties, 
remain yet to be settled in both nations. But I foresee that if they are 
left unregulated, they will be the source of complaints and disagree- 
ments. 

The flotilla is not yet in port, which retards the operations in Europe. 
I could have wished that the great object of having a superior naval 
force in America had not been left to the uncertain issue on which it 
was placed by other advice than mine. Had the Brest and Toulon 
fleets, which were equally ready, been ordered to sail at the same time, 
_that which met immediately with favorable winds to goon, and the other 
to return, oue of them would probably have been upon your coast before 
this time, tbat is 3 before the English fleet could possibly have sailed to 
reenforce and save Lord Howe; and as having a superior force in 
America was the great object, together with that of taking the Howes 
by surprise, they should have made as sure of this aim as possible. 
And, indeed, bad it been executed with address, the war would have 
been ended. 

M. Peiiet has proposed to me tbe collecting and carrying over a num- 
ber of workmen, to establish a foundry of cannon and a manufactory 
of small arms. It is to be at his expense, under the protection of Con- 
gress. As tins seems to me much more likely to answer your purposes 
than our sending them, T have ventured to give him my opinion that it 
will be acceptable to Congress. We have found such a universal dis- 
position here to deceive us in their recommendations, that it is teu to 
oue if workmen chosen by us in such a circumstance were skillful. 

The disposition in Holland seems to be favorable to us, but I appre- 
hend it is not warm enough to produce any decided proof of it till they 
see Great Britain more enfeebled. M. Dumas published a memoir i 
sent him on the subject, which he thinks will have some effect. 

With my humble duty to Congress, I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



* No audi [supplies arrived. 
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Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Sartine." 

Passy, June 3, 1778. 

Sir: Wo Hare the honor of euclosiug to .your excellency m account 
of duties paid by tlie agent for necessary supplies to the ship of war the 
Boston in the port of Bordeaux. As these duties are very heavy, and 
the payment of any duties on mere supplies to ships of war, as on mer- 
chandise exported, appears to us uncommon, we beg the favor of your 
excellency lo give such orders relative to it in all his majesty's ports as 
may regulate this for the future. 

The captain of the ship of war the Banger, belonging to the United 
States, has, we understand, put his prizes into the hands of the intend- 
ant or commandant at Brest; and no account has been rendered of 
them to the public agent or to as. "We are also given to understand 
that, in consequence of this proceeding, very heavy fees are to be paid 
upon the sale of them. As the transaction is altogether improper, we 
must trouble your excellency for an order to the commandant to deliver 
tbeni, without delay or extraordinary charges, to the public agent, Mr. 
Sehweigbauser, at Nantes, or to his order. 

It would give us satisfaction to annoy our enemies by granting a let- 
ter of marque, as is desired, for a vessel fitting out at Dunkirk, and, as 
it is supposed by us, containing a mixed crew of French, Americana, 
aud English. But if this should seem improper to your excellency, we 
will not do it. 

We have the honor, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



Franklin et al., Commissioners, to John Paul Jones. I 

Passy, June 3, 1778. 
Sni: We have received sundry letters from Lieutenant Simpson, aud 
sundry certificates from officers and others, concerning his behavior in 
general, and particularly upon that occasion in which he is charged 
with disobedience of orders. Without giving or forming any decided 
opinion concerning bis guilt or innocence of the crime laid to his charge, 
we may venture to say that the certificates we have received are very 
favorable to his character, aud at least have reason to hope that he did 
not mean to disobey his orders. Be this, however, as it may, we are 
constrained to say that bis confinement on board of any other ship than 
the Ranger, and much more his confinement in a prison on shore, ap- 
pears to us to carry in it a degree of severity which can not be justi- 
fied by reason or law. We therefore desire you would release Mr. 
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Simpson from hia imprisonment, ami permit liim to go at large upon 
his parole to go to Nantes, there to take his passage to America by the 
first, favorable opportunity, in order to take his trial by a court martial. 
We request you to transmit to us as soon as possible an account of 
what is due to Lieutenaut Simpson, according to the ship's books, for 
wages. 

An application has been made to us in behalf of Mr. Andrew Fallen, 
ono of the prisoners lately made by you, and his case represented with 
such circumstances as have iudueed us to request you to let Mr. Fallen 
go where he will, after taking his parole in writing that he will not 
eommuuicate any intelligence which may be prejudicial to the United 
States ; that he will not take arms against them during the war, and 
that he will surrender himself prisoner ot war whenever called upou 
by Congress or their ministers at Paris. 
We are, sir, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



Frauklin et al. , Commissioners to Lieutenant Simpson, of the Ranger." 

Passy, June 3, 17*8. 
SIR: We have received several letters from you, and several certifi- 
cates from officers and others, respecting your behavior in general, as 
weli as particularly relative to the charge of disobedience of orders for 
which you have been confined. It would be improper for us to give 
any opinion concerning this charge, which is to be determined only by 
a court martial. But we have requested Captain Jones to set you at 
liberty upon your parole to go to Nantes, there to take your passage 
to America by the first favorable opportunity, in order to take yonr 
trial by a court martial, f 

We are, sir, your humble servants, 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



A. Lee to Dumas. t 

Chaillot, June 4, 1778. 
Dear Sir : It gave me great pleasure to receive the key to the 
treasure you sent us before in Dutch, my nnacquaiutance with which 
having prevented me from knowing how much I was obliged to you for 

' 2 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Coir., r-71. 

t See on this subject a. letter from Paul Joiica to the Coinmissiouera, June 16, 1778, 
( 1 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Cocr., 501, 
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the improvement made in the little essay I had tlie honor of sending 
to you. Felix famtumqm sit. May it open the eyes of your people to 
their own interests, before a universal bankruptcy in England and a 
compelled frugality in America have deprived them of the golden op- 
portunity of extricating themselves from bad debtors and connecting 
themselves with good ones. 

So fair an opportunity of sharing in the most valuable commerce on 
the globe will never again preseut itself; and, indeed, they are greatly 
obliged to the uobleand disinterested principles of the court of France^ 
which prevented this country from attempting to possess itself of the 
monopoly which Great Britain had forfeited. In truth, they were great 
and wise principles, and the connection formed upon them will be dura- 
ble. France and the rest of Europe can never pay too large a tribute 
of praise to the wisdom of the most Christaiu king and his ministers 
in this transaction. 

You are happy in having the esteem and counsel of the Grand Fac- 
teur, who seems to have equal good sense and good intentions. Our 
enemies seem embarrassed in their operations. As far as we can learn, 
their fleet has not yet sailed for America to save the Howes from the 
fate that hangs over them. We have no intelligence on which we can 
rely. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Sartine to the Commissioners.* 

Marly, le 6 juin 1778. 
Je suis informc, Messienrs, que le Sieiir Bersolle, apres avoir hut (les 
avances assez considerables an capitaiue Jones, commandant la fregate 
des fitats-Unis de 1'Amerique, le Ranger, s'est fait, douuer par ce capi- 
taine uue lettre de change dont vous avez refuse" de faire acquitter le 
montant. Comnie le Sieur Bersolle se trouve par la. dans l'embarras, 
et que vous sentirez sans doute qu'il est interessant pour la conserva- 
tion de votre credit qu'il en soit tire" promptemeut, je suis persuade" que 
vous ne difKrerez pas de faire payer nou seulemeut la lettre de change 
dont il s'agit, mais encore ce qui est dfi par le capitaiue Jones a, la caisse 
de la marine a Brest, tant pour les efj'ets qui lui out etc deli v res des 
magasins du roi, que pour sa subsistance personelle et celle de son 
equipage. Sur ce qu'il a represents que les gens de son Equipage 
avoient pille du navire, le Chatham, beaucoup d'effets, dont line 
partie, consistent en argenterie, avoit ete vendue it uu jit if, jl a. etc 
pris des informations an moyen desquelles 1'argenterie et d'a litres effets 
ont etc retronves; mais le tout a etc en depot pour y rester, jusqu'a ce 
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que le capitaine soit en e"tat de reuibourser ce qui a €t& paye" pour ces 
effets. 

Je pense, au surplus, qu'il est a propos (jue vous soyez inform&s que 
ce capitaine, qui s'est brouilld avec son etat major et avec tout sou 
equipage, a fait inettre en prison le Sieur Simpson, sou second. Vous 
jugerez, peut-etre, a, propos de yous procurer les e"claircissemens neees 
saires pour savoir si ce principal officier s'est mis dans le cas de subir 
uno pareille punitiou. J'ai l'hoonenr d'etre, avec la plus parfaite con- 
sideration, Messieurs, votre tres humble efc tres obeissant serviteur, 

De Baetine. 



Harrison to R. Morris." 

Virginia, June 8, 1778. 

Deak Sir : Your favor of the 26th ultimo came to baud a few days 
ago. At the same time I received the enclosed from my friend Deaue, 
who expected at the time of writing that it would find me in Congress; 
the contents of it are'so interesting to him that it is but justice (hey 
sliould be communicated to some of the members of that body, lest be 
sliould suffer more unmerited ill-treatment The characters he has 
drawn of the two brothers [Lee] in my opinion are just ones. You, 
who know them not, can form but au imperfect idea of those ou that 
side of the water by what you have seen on this, they being much more 
designing, vindictive, and overbearing. Perhaps you may think this 
impossible, but be assured it ia a fact, and that they are no more fit 
for the characters they bear than any man that can be thought on ; 
however they are fixed, and I suppose America must suffer them for a 
season longer, as the cabal is at present too powerful to afford us the 
least prospect of their removal. Dr. Franklin's letter (also enclosed) 
will in a manner prove that a change ought to take place. When an 
opportunity offers the welfare of America will loudly call on the virtu- 
ous in Congress to make the attempt. You will please to show these 
letters to my triend Bauister and such others only as you can trust, 
and then return them by some safe hand to me. 

I think your conjectures of the enemies' intentions of quitting Phila- 
delphia are highly probable, as I can see nothing but their ruin if they 
attempt to stay, that is, without reinforcements, if they should get 
them it is uot so certain, as there seems to be such a languor in the 
minds of the common people from one end of the continent to the other, 
that it will be impossible to rouse them to action. I speak with cer- 
tainty as to this country, and from hearsay as to others. I need 
not tell you it will give me pleasure to find I have been misinformed. 
The assembly here have exerted themselves greatly; they have voteded 
a full regiment of horse under Nelson, which may be raised if they can be 

•Collections of New York Historical Society, 1878, p. 43(5. 
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accoutered. They have also called on two thousand of their oountryuieu 
to turn out for six months; and have, fallen, I tbink, on a good method to 
fill up their continental regi incuts.. The bounties and other ail vantages 
in cloths aud necessaries offered are almost ruinously great, ami 
yet I am led to think that all this will not do, anil that very few men 
will be got. Heaven, you say, lias doue much. It has so; but if it 
now stops, the work will, I fear, not be done. I am. not used to despoml, 
and yet I eau not help gloomy thoughts when I view our prospects. I 
am placed in a very honorable situation, much against my will, as it; 
was my firm intention to retire from public business, and apply myself 
wholly to my owu, however thus honorably called on. I must divide 
my time between both in such a manner that I hope neither will suffer 
greatly. You will before this reaches? you have heard that our bay is 
clear of men-of-war. They are gone, it seems, after the fleet expected 
from France. I hope they will miss their aim, and that we shall have 
no more of their company, in which case this country will be in flour- 
ishing circumstances, for I plainly see the continent must make much 
the greatest part of its remittances from the southern States. 

Penn gave me a hint of the evil intended you by a certain great man ; 
but that when he came away it only appeared by now and then an i it- 
ueudo, and a promise of what he intended to do when you were present 
If he ever makes his attack, I am sure it will end in his own confusion, 
and prove him to be, what I from a very short acquaintance suspected 

he was, an empty, envious, conceited . 

I am, dear sir, your affectionate and obliged humble servant. 

P. S. Perhaps the Congress may now want my ship. I think shecau 
be got out in the fall. 

[Without signature or direction]. 



A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs.* 

Paris, June 9, 1778. 

Gentlemen: My last, of the 1st, informed you of Admiral Byron, 
with thirteen sail, being ordered against yon, of which we sent notice 
by every way most likely to warn the States of their danger. 

We have now certain advice that this fleet, having put into Plym- 
outh, is there stopped, their remaining fleet being found too weak to 
protect them at home. 1 enclose yon a late account of their force and 
the disposal of it; and nothing seems more certain than that the naval 
and laud force now employed against you will be diminished, not aug- 
mented. However, I have now settled such means of intelligence that 
you will be apprised if any alteration should happen. 

"2 A. Lee's Life, 57 ; 1 Sparks' Bio. Rev. Corr,, 501. See, as to A. Lee's information 
as to British movements, Introduction, 150, 151 ; a.s to Williams, id., } 186. 
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All our intelligence announces the utmost confusion in Great Britain 
and Ireland, such as will infallibly find them employment at homo, in- 
dependent of France and Spain. Their councils are so fluctuating, in 
consequence of the variety of their distress, that advices of them can 
not he given with certainty ; that is, without being frequently subject 
to appear premature. 

The British ministry have agreed to an exchange of prisoners with 
us, by which we shall immediately release upwards of two hundred. 

War is not commenced in Germany, but is talked of as inevitable. 
The deputy of Congress for Vienna is at his destination, to feel the dis- 
position of that court. But I understand that their attention is so en- 
gaged with the approaching war that other propositions proceed slowly., 
As the King of Prussia contends against the empress and the house 
of Austria in maintenance of the treaty of Westphalia, which is the 
great bulwark of German rights, it is therefore necessary that he should 
league himself with the German princes, among whom the King of Great 
Britain, as Elector of Hanover, bears so much sway that he could not 
hazard the turning his influence against him by entering into an alli- 
ance with us. To cultivate and encourage the, favorable disposition 
towards us in Holland, we have sent them the treaty concluded here, 
and we shall follow it by proposals for a loan as soon as Dr. Franklin 
(to whom the digesting of the plan, and having the proposed bills 
printed, is left) has prepared the business for execution. 

Mr. Williams has at length given in his accounts, from which, it ap- 
pears that upwards of forty thousand suits of the soldiers' clothes or- 
dered and twenty thousand fusils have been sent from Nantes and 
Bordeaux ; and the present exhausted state of finances will not permit 
us to fulfill them further. The ships of war sent hither are an enormous 
expense to ns, hardly any of them less than 100,000 livres, and things 
have been hitherto so managed that their prizes produce us little or 
nothing. This seems to have arisen from the variety of agents employed, 
the confusion of their provinces, and the- loose manner in which the 
public accounts have been kept. To remedy this, we have to simplify 
the business of expenditure, by directing the whole to be discharged by 
the two deputy commercial agents appointed by my brother in the in- 
terval of his negotiation in Germany, By this we expect to avoid the 
infinite impositions arising from a connection with a multiplicity of 
merchants, many of whom, supposing us to know no better, will en- 
deavor to deceive us. They, as merchants, know how to check the 
others, and are themselves ultimately responsible to us. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 

39 wh — VOL II 
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Franklin to Paul Jones.* 

Passy, June 10, 1778. 

Dear Sir: I receives! yours of the 1st instant, with tlie papers en- 
closed, which I have shown to the other commissioners, but have not 
yet had their opinion of them. 1 only know that they had before, in 
consideration of the disposition and uneasiness of your people, ex- 
pressed an inclination to order your ship directly back to America. 
You will judge from what follows whether it would not be advisable 
for you to propose their sending ber back with her people and under 
some other command. 

In consequence of the high opinion the minister of the marine has of 
your conduct and bravery, it is uow settled {observe that this is to be a 
secret between us, I being expressly enjoined not to communicate it to 
any other person, not even to the other gentlemen) that you are to have 
the frigate from Holland, which actually belongs to Government, and 
will be furnished with as many good French seamen as you shall require; 
but you are to act under Congress' commission. As you may like to 
have a number of Americans, and your own are homesick, it is proposed 
to give you as many as you can engage out of two hundred prison era 
which the ministry of Britain have at length agreed to give us in ex- 
change for those you have iu your hands. They propose to make the 
exchange at Calais, where tbey are to bring the Americans. Nothing 
is wanting to this but a list of yours, containing their names and rank, 
immediately on the receipt of which an equal number are to be pre- 
pared and sent in a shin to that port where yours are to meet them. 
Pray send this list by return of the post if possible. If by this means 
you can get a good new crew, I think it will be best that you are quite 
free of the old, for a mixture might introduce the infectiou of that sick- 
ness you complain at. But this may be left to your discretion. 

Perhaps we shall join with you the Providence, Captain Whipple, a 
new continental ship of thirty guns, which, in coming out of the river 
of Providence, gave the two frigates that were posted to intercept her 
each of them so heavy a dose of her eighteen and twelve-pounders that 
they had not the courage, or were not able, to pursue her. The Boston 
is supposed to be gone from Bordeaux. 

It seems to be desired that you should step up to Versailles (where 
we will meet you) in order to such a settlement of matters and plans 
with those who have the direction as can not well be done by letter. 
I wish it may be convenient to you to do it directly. The project of 
giving you the command of this ship pleases me the more, as it is a 
probable opening to the higher preferment you so justly merit. 
I have the houor to be, etc., 

11. Franklin. 

'8 Sparks' Franklin, «75 J 6 Bigeknv'a Frail Uliu, ItJl. 
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A. Lee to Vergennes." 

Chaillot, June 14, 1778. 

Sir : It was with great pleasure I heard the explanation which your 
excellency did mo the honor to give me yesterday relative to the twelfth 
article of the commercial treaty; that it was meant to comprehend only 
provisions, and not the whole of our exports to his majesty's islands, 
and that denrees, the word employed, signifies eatables, not merchan- 
dise. Ifc relieved the apprehensions I had entertained, that the having 
set in that article the whole of our produce against one of your produc- 
tions would seein unequal, would therefore give uneasiness io Congress, 
and prevent that unanimity in their approbation of the treaty which 
the wise and liberal principles on which it is planned deserve, and 
which 1 most sincerely wished it might receive. 

Upon referring, however, to the words of the treaty, I find they are 
ienrfes ct marchandise, so that the words appear, by I know not what 
accident, to have been different from and to mean more than you in- 
tended. 1 lament extremely that nothing of this explanation passed 
in our conference and correspondence with M. Gerard on this and the 
preceding article. Yet I am not without hope that Congress will rather 
trust to the equity of your court for reducing the article to its intended 
equality than gratify our enemies by an appearance of dissension in 
ratifying the treaties. 

Reciprocity and equality being the principles of the treaties, and 
duration the object, your excellency will in my judgment have an op- 
portunity of strengthening the confidence and ties between us by offer- 
iug to remove words of a latitude not intended, and of an inequality 
which must be seen and create dissatisfaction. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Vergennes to A. Lee. 
[Trauslatiou.t] 

Versailles, June 15, 1778. 
Sir : I received with pleasure the letter you did me the honor of 
writing tome yesterday. We shall not be long probably before we re- 
ceive news from your constituents and their judgment of the act which 
you signed here in conjunction with your colleagues. Should they 
demand any eclaireissements, we shall not refuse to make them. You 
know our principles, and 1 think we have given proofs of our disinter- 
estedness. 

I see with pleasure, sir, that you are satisfied with the proofs of the 

' 1 Sparks, Dip. Rev. Corr., 503. 
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Prince de Montbaray's zeal in procuring you fho articles you requested 
from him.* You will always find us disposed to do everything that 
may concern the welfare of the United States of America. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Yergennes. 



A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affaire. t 

Paris, June 13, 1778. 

Gentlemen : I find I was mistaken in saying in my last, of the 9th, 
thattweuty thousand fusils had been shipped from Nantes and Bordeaux ; 
upwardsof ten thousand remain unshipped at Sautes. Upon the strength 
of the promised remittance from our friends in Spain and near one 
hundred thousand remaining in my hands 1 have desired the Gartlnquis 
to continue shipping blankets and strong shoes from Bilboa; twenty 
thousand livres worth of drugs and salt to be shipped by Mr. Cathatan, 
of Marseilles; a thousand suits of soldiers' clothes from Bordeaux, hy 
Mr. Bonfiuld; and six hundred fusils, of the Prussian make, from Ber- 
lin, that you may judge, on arming a corps with them, whether they 
are preferable to others. 

My brother writes mo from Vienna, in a late letter, that Colonel 
Fauci t is using the utmost endeavors to raise German recruits; but 
from the present state of thing's I do not imagine be can succeed j and 
the north, that is .Russia aud Denmark, are not likely to give our ene- 
mies any assistance. As far as I can judge, their efforts against us, 
except a sort of piratical war, are exbausted. The same ministry con- 
tinues. The house of Bourbon is certainly united against them. They 
have the same imbecility of council. Their enemies increase in 
proportion to the diminution of their means. The decay of their com- 
merce, the distress of their people, the rapacity of their public officers, 
and the load of their debt and taxes promise soon to bring upon them 
the most deplorable distress, and prevent them from being any longer 
a formidable enemy. 

The flotilla is not yet arrived. The enclosed copies of Captain 
Jones's letters, and onet from the majority of his crew, make me appre- 
hend that the Ranger will share the fate of the Revenge. We have 
done all in our power to bring him and his officers into order, but 
hitherto in vain. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 

* This relates to military articles for the State of Virginia, which Mr. Lee was au- 
thorized to procure. The correspondence concerning this subject Will ha found in 
the first volume of the Life of Arthur Lee.— Sparks. 

1 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coit., 504, 
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Franklin, Lee, and Adams, to Sartiue. " 

Passt, June 15, 1778. 

Sir: We beg leave to inform your excellency, in answer to the com- 
plaint of M. Bersolle, that lie had formerly taken the liberty himself to 
draw on our banker for advances made to Captain Jones before his 
last cruise, and was much displeased that his draft was refused pay- 
ment. We acquainted him then with the reason of this refusal, namely : 
That he had sent us no accounts of his disbursements or advances, by 
which wo might judge whether his draft was welt founded; and he had 
never any permission to draw on our bauker. However, afterwards, 
when we had seen his accounts, payment was made to him. In the 
present case it is said he has advanced to Captain Jones a thousand 
louis, immediately on his arrival, for which the captain has drawn on 
us in M. Bersolle's favor. But as Captain Jones had not previously 
satisfied us of the necessity for this advance, nor had our permission 
for the draft, bis bill was also refused payment. And as Captain Jones 
writes us that, upon the news of our refusal, he was reduced to neces- 
sity, not knowing where to get victuals for his people, we conclude that 
the advance was not actually made, as it is impossible he should, in so 
short a time, have spent so large a sum. And wo think it extremely 
irregular in merchants to draw bills before they send their accounts, 
and in captains of ships of war to draw for any sums they please with- 
out previous notice and express permission. And our captains have the 
less excuse for it, as we have ever been ready to furnish them with all 
the necessaries they desired, and Captain Jones in particular has had of 
us near a hundred thousand livres for such purposes, of which twelve 
thousand was to be distributed among his people to relieve their necessi- 
ties, the ouly purpose mentioned to us for which this draft was made and 
which we thought sufficient. If this liberty assumed of drawing on us 
without our knowledge or consent is not checked, and we are obliged to 
pay such drafts, it will be impossible for us to regulate our own contracts 
and engagements so as to fulfill them with punctuality, and we might in 
a little time become bankrupts ourselves. If, therefore, M. Bersolle has 
brought himself into any embarrassment, it is not our fault, but his. We 
are ready to discbarge all debts we contract; but we must uct permit 
other people to run us iu debt without our leave; and we do not conceive 
it can hurt our credit if we refuse payment of such debts. 

Whatever is due for necessaries furnished to Captain Jones by the 
Caisse de la Marine at Brest, either from the magazine or for the 
subsistence of his people, we shall also readily and thankfully pay as 
soon as we have seen aud approve of the accounts; but we conceive 
that, regularly, the communication of accounts should always precede 
demands of payment. We are much obliged by the care that has been 
taken to recover the goods pillaged from the Chatham, and we think 
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the charges that have arisen in that transaction ought to bo paid, and 
we suppose will be paid, out of the produce of the sales of that ship and 
her cargo. 

We understand that Lieutenant Simpson is confined by his captain 
for breach of orders; he lias desired a trial, whieh can not be bad here; 
and therefore, at his request, we have directed that be should be sent 
to America for that purpose. 

We shall be obliged to your excellency for your orders to permit the 
immediate sale of the Chatham and other prizes; that the part belong- 
ing to the captors may be paid them, as thoy are very uneasy at tin; 
delay, being distressed for want of their money to purchase clothing, 
etc., and we wish to have the part belonging to the Congress out of 
whieh to defray the charges accruing on the ships. The difficulties our 
people have heretofore met with in the sale of prizes have occasioned 
them to be sold often for less than half their value. And these diffi- 
culties, not being yet quite removed, are so discouraging, tbat we appre- 
hend it will be thought advisable to keep our vessels of war in America, 
and to send no more to cruise on the coast of England. We are not 
acquainted with the character of Captain Batson, but if your excellency 
should have occasion for a pilot on the coast of America, and this per- 
son, on examination, should appear qualified, wo shall be glad that iie 
may be found useful in that quality ; and wo are thankful to the con- 
sul at Nice for his readiness to serve our countrymen. 

With the greatest respect and esteem, we have the honor to be, your 
excellency's, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lre. 
John Adams. 



Franklin to Hartley.* 

Passy, June 16, 1778. 
Sir: I received yours of the 5th instant, acquainting us that the minis- 
try have at length agreed to an exchange of prisoners. We shall write 
to Captain Jones for the list required, which will be sent you as soon as 
received. We understand there are at least two hundred. We desire 
and expect that the number of ours shall he taken from Tortune and 
Plymouth in pro por lion to the number in each place, and to consist of 
those who have been longest in confinement — it being not only equitable 
that they should be first, but this method will prevent all suspicious 
that you pick out. the worst and weakest of our people to give in ex- 
change for your good ones. If you think proper to clear your pris- 
oners at once and give us all our people, we give you our solemn en- 
gagement — which we are sure will be punctually executed — to deliver 
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to Lord Howe in America., or to bis order, a number of your sailors 
equal to the surplus, as soon as the a greenieut 'arrives there. 

There is one thiug more which we desire mar be observed. We shall 
note in our lists the names and numbers of those taken in the service of 
tbe king, distinguishing them from those taken in the merchants' serv- 
ice; that in the exchange to bo made you may give adequate numbers 
of those taken in the service of the States and of our merchants. This 
will prevent any uue ashless among your navy men and ours if the sea- 
men of merchantmen are exchanged before them. As it will be very 
troublesome and expensive, as well as fatiguing to them, to march our 
people from Brest to Calais, we may endeavor to get leave for your 
ship to come to the road of Brest to receive them there, or if that can 
not be, we must desire from your admiralty a passport for the ship 
that is to convey them from Brest to Calais, If yon have any of our 
people still prisoners on board your ships of war, we request they may 
be put iuto the prisons, to take tbeir chance of exchange with the rest. 

B. Feanklin, 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to John Paul Jones.* 

PASST, June 1C, 1778. 

Sir: Upon the receipt of this letter you will forthwith make prepa- 
rations with all possible dispatch for a voyage to America. Tour 
own prudence will naturally induce you to keep this your destination 
a secret, lest measures should be taken by the enemy to intercept you. 
If, in the course of your passage home, opportunities should present of 
making prizes, or of doiug any material annoyance to the euemy, you 
are to embrace them, and you are at liberty to go out of your way for 
so desirable a purpose. 

The fishery at the banks of Newfoundland is an important object, 
and possibly the enemy's men-of-war may have other business than the 
protection of it. Transports are constantly passing and repassing from 
Iiliode Island, New York, and Philadelphia to Halifax and from all 
these places to England, You will naturally search for some of these 
as prizes. 

If the French Government should send any dispatches to you, or if 
you should receive any from us to carry to America, yon will take the 
best care of them, and especially that they may not fall into improper 
hands. You are not, however, to wait for any dispatches, but to pro- 
ceed upon your voyage as soon as you cau get ready. If there is any 
room on board your ship where yon could stowaway a number of ehests 
of arms or of clothing lor the use of the United States, you will inform 
M. Schweighauser of it, that he may send them to you before your 
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departure. We do not mean to encumber you with a cargo which will 
obstruct the sailing of your ship or will impede her fighting; but if, 
consistent with ber sailing and fighting, she can take any quantity of 
anus or clothing, it will be a desirable object for the public. 
"We have the lionor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



John Paul J duos to the Commissioners at Paris.' 

Passy, June 16, 1778. 

Gentlemen: At the time when I took Lieutenant Simpson's parole 
I did not expect to have been so long absent from America : but as cir- 
cumstances have now rendered the time of my return less certain, I aw 
willing to let the dispute between us drop forever by giving up that 
parole, which will entitle him to the command of the Ranger. I bear 
no malice; and if I have done him an injury, this will be making him 
all the present satisfaction in my power. If, on the contrary, he has 
injured me, I will trust to himself for an acknowledgment. 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of esteem and respect, your 
obliged, etc., 

John Paul Jones. 



Johiistojie to Morris, t 
[Private.] 

Philadelphia, June 16, 1778. 
Dear Sir: I came to this country in a sincere belief that a reconcil- 
iation between Great Britain and America could be established on terms 
honorable and beneficial to both. I am persuaded and can prove that 
the last treaty with France should be no bar, and the first treaty, if ever 
you saw it, should be an inducement. Supposing every obstacle to pre- 
vent us from treating removed, we are then to consider whether the 
terms proposed are advantageous. I enclose you iny sentiments on tbe 
subject at large. If they concur with yours, we should join in the work 
with all the prudence and all the means possible and virtuous. I 
believe the men who have conducted tbe affairs of America incapable 
of being influenced by improper motives. But in all such transactions 
there is risk, and I think whoever ventures should be secured, at tbe same 
time that honour and emolument should naturally follow the fortune of 
those who have steered the vessel in the storm and brought ber safely 
to port. I think that Washington and the President have a right to 
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every favor that grateful nations can bestow if tbey could once more 
unite our interest and spare the miseries and devastatiou of war. 

I wish, above all things, to see you, and I hope you will so contrive 
it. Do not think Great Britain is so low. Remember she never cau 
be lower than you were at Trenton. 

It is the same blunderers who produced the. war who have conducted 
it. When the sense of the nation is roused, believe me, she can make 
struggles that few have conceived, but which 1 should be sorry to see 
exerted on such an occasion. 

Whatever may be our fate, I si i all ever retain the strictest private 
friendship for you and yours; but let me entreat you to recall all those 
endearing ties to your lecollection. 

I am, with affection and esteem, dear sir, your obedient servant, 

Geo. Johnstone.* 



Carm.ich.ael to the President of Congress. t 

Yorktown, June 17, 1778, 
Siu: Since my arrival here I have been informed of the honor con- 
ferred upon me by Congress in being appointed secretary to the com- 
missioners at the court of France, an honor which greatly overpays the 
feeble efforts of my zeal, and is more than I could expect, considering 
the well-founded pretensions of others to their notice. 

I beg leave, through you, sir, to express my grateful sensibility of 
this proof of their confidence, as wel! as the ardent desire I have of 
meriting it in future,} 

1 have the honor to be, etc., 

William Cahmjohael. 

*Sir George Johnstone, when, a member of Parliament, avowing peculiar sym- 
pathy with America, was, with Lord Carlisle and William Edeii, appointed by 
Lord North commissioner, in 1778, to arrange tenna of " conciliation " with Amer- 
ica. Congress, however, declined to enter into any negotiation which did not accept 
independence, as .1 basis. The above letters to Morris from Johnstone being reperted 
to Congress, a resolution was adopted August 11 expressing the highest and most 
pointed iudiguatiou " against such daring aud atrocious attempts to corrupt their in- 
tegrity," and "that it is incompatible with the honor of Congress to hold any man- 
ner of intercourse with the said George Johnstone," etc. Johnstone published a vin- 
dication of himself and retired from the commission. Washington, on August 20, 
177s, in a letter to tbe President of Congress, says: "The conduct of Gov. Johnstone 
has been certainly reprehensible, to say no worse of it, and so I think the world will 
determine. * * * When these things are known lie must share largely in public 
contempt, and the more so from the opposite parts he has taken." . See G Sparks' 
Washington's Writings, 3*2. 

t MSS. Dep. of Slate; 5 Spark's Pip. Rev. Corr., 15. 

}lt does not appear that Mr. Carmicbael ever accepted this appointment. He was 
chosen a delegate to Congress from Marylaud, and joined that body on the 19th of 
November, 177a.— SrARKS. 
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Izard to Franklin.* 

PARIS, June 17, 1778. 

Sib j Mr. Pringle, who was the bearer of my last letter, has given me 
an account of his conversation with you on the subject of it. It would 
have been much more satisfactory to me if, instead of speaking to him 
about the contents of it, you had done me the honor of writing an answer 
to it. Words which pass in conversation are sometimes forgotten and 
sometimes misunderstood. Misrepresentations are frequently the conse- 
quence, which though produced by mistake to a mind affected by ill 
treatment, of which neither the occasion can be learned nor the progress 
stopped, may pass from effects proceeding from other causes, 1 enclose 
you a copy of Mr. Pringle's letter. You will be so good as to correct 
auy mistakes that may be found in it. Some there probably are; I do 
uot, for instance, think it likely you could have said that you did not 
know what I complained of, at the same time that my complaints 
appear so numerous that it would require a pamphlet to answer them. 
It is impossible that both these assertions can be true; and though I 
can not agree with you in either, I shall not dispute about them, hut 
refer you to the several letters which I have written you since the 
receipt of your favor of 2!)th of January. 

1 have requested to be informed of your reasons for withholding from 
me all communications respecting the treaty of commerce during the 
negotiation contrary to an express instruction of Congress. You have 
constantly, in spite of every endeavor on my part to get your reasons 
in writing, wrapped yourself up with caution, and notwithstanding the 
repeated breach of your engagement with me, have not been ashamed 
to make promises of the saino kind and break them again, to amuse me 
till Mr. Deane had an opportunity of going privately away. 1 shall 
not examine your inducements for so carefully avoiding to commit your- 
self to paper on this subject, but only observe that this determination 
compels me to mention the reasons given by Dr. Bancroft and your 
grandson, which would have been more agreeable to me to have had 
under your own hand. Those gentlemen have informed me that soinu 
proposals which Mr. Lee had made to yon and Mr. Deane respecting 
his brother and rue made you apprehensive that it was intended to 
have us admitted into all consultations, and that every question should 
be carried by a plurality of voices ; that this had determined your con- 
duct with respect to communications to me; but that if you had been 
never so well inclined to communicate anything relative to the treaty, 
you lay under such strong injunctions of secrecy from the French min- 
istry that it was out of your power to do it. 

With respect to the first of these reasons, I shall observe, that if Mr. 
Lee ever made any such proposal it was entirely unknown to me. 1 
have spoke to hi in on the subject, and he declares that he never said 
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anything that could in the least justify such an apprehension. There 
does not, indeed, seem the least probability that such a proposal could 
have been made. The unfortunate dispute in which he was engaged 
with you and Mr. Deane, and the decided majority of which yon were 
possessed, would have made such an attempt ou his part too weak for 
a man of common understanding. 

[Whatever may be the causes of your enmity to him I know not, but 
I believe you will hardly assert that it proceeds from bis want of abili- 
ties. 1 very well remember, and you ought not to forget, when they 
were powerfully exerted in your defense in the day of your tribulation. 
When the indecent and barbarous language of a calumniating Scotch 
lawyer had surrounded you with a host of enemies, when everything 
wicked and false was said against you, and your name scarcely ever 
mentioned in Loudon without the most opprobious epithets being an- 
nexed to it;— in that day of danger and distress did Mr. Lee stand forth 
your friend ; he refuted and exposed the arguments of your assailant, 
who seemed to aim at nothing less than your total destruction ; 
and perhaps to these circumstances may your present situation be owing, 
which puts it in your power to make such a return to him as he has ex- 
perienced from you. To those who are perfectly acquainted as I am 
with wbat has just been mentioned, your conduct towards him, your 
connections with those who wish him ill, and your endeavors to place 
him in an odious and contemptible point of view will exhibit a very un- 
pleasiug picture of the human heart. He is, however, very capable of 
defending himself, and if no more accidents happen to his dispatches 
and no more opportunities of writing to Congress are concealed from 
him. I doubt not but he will do it with success.*] 

With regard to the injunctions of secrecy which the French ministry 
are said to have laid you under, I answer that you had no right to Jay 
yourself under any such injunctions. Before you can avail yourself of 
that excuse you should show that you had reminded the French plen- 
ipotentiary of there being at that time in Paris two other commission- 
ers of Congress, to wlroui your duty required you to communicate not 
only a copy of the treaty originally proposed by Congress, but also 
whatever subsequent alterations might be proposed on either side. 
Had this been done, and he had expressed a desire that those commis- 
sioners also should be unacquainted with the transaction, rather than 
the smallest obstruction should be thro wn in the way of the negotia- 
tion I should have been contented to have had it kept from me as long 
as you thought proper, 

[i believe it will be no difficult matter to show the probability of this 
injunction of secrecy being obtained to answer your own private pur- 
poses. Very certain it is, that you did not think yourself bound to 
keep the secret any longer than it suited you, nor from any person 
when you thought it convenient for you to divulge it. If it was of such 

* Passage iu brackets oujitted ia Sparks' ed. 
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importance that the negotiation of the treaty should he kept so secret 
that even those gentlemen whom Congress hml thought proper to honor 
with commissions equal to your own could not with propriety be trusted 
with it, by what authority was it communicated to your grandson and 
to Dr. Bancroft? It will surely not be alleged that there was a neces- 
sity of having it copied by somebody, and therefore who so proper as 
those gentlemen. I can not think that there was any absolute neces- 
sity for their assistance in this case, and they will, I am sure, both ex- 
cuse me for saying that under such circumstances the commissioners 
themselves should have copied the treaties, especially as one of those 
gentlemen offered to do it in a letter to you. Some little light will he 
thrown on this business when it is known that your grandson had 
some time previous to this been making interest for the office of secre- 
tary to the commission, to which Congress had annexed a salary of a 
thousand pounds sterling a year, and had actually applied to Mr. Dearie 
for his assistance in obtaining it. One of the commissioners proposed 
that the copies of the treaties which were transmitted to Congress 
should be examined aud attested by themselves. This proposal, I un- 
derstand, was rejected, as yon had determined that your grandson 
should not only copy, but attest them. They were accordiugly sent 
over to Congress in that manner, that Congress might see how worthy 
he was of confidence, and of course of the office in question. It is with 
the utmost reluctance that I find myself compelled to mention this 
young gentleman, whom I believe to be extremely worthy of any con- 
fidence that has or may be placed in him.] * 

Having examined these reasons, and I hope at least shown the prob- 
ability of their being only pretended ones, I shall proceed to state what 
appears to me the true cause of your conduct; and as it will be neees- 
sary to trouble you with a dull narrative, you will I hope excuse it on 
account of the importance of it. I received a letter in October last 
from Mr. William Lee, one of the joint commercial agents for conduct- 
ing the affairs of the Congress iu this kingdom, desiring my attendance 
at your house in Passy, and informing me that he had something of 
importance to lay before the commissioners. I accordingly attended, 
and heard an account of some very extraordinary abuses and embar- 
rassments in the commercial department, owing to the misconduct of 
Mr. Thomas Morris, late one of the joint commercial agents, and to the 
claim which certain persons made to the management of the affairs of 
the Congress at Nantes. Mr. Lee complained of great obstructions 
which he had met with from these circumstances ; that so far from re- 
ceiving any assistance from the commissioners, they seemed to have en- 
couraged the persons who had opposed him in the discharge of his 
duty, and that he had repeatedly written to the commissioners for their 
support, without ever haviug beeu able to obtain the favor of an an- 
swer. He expressed his desire of returning to Nantes and using his 

" Passage in brackets omitted iu Sparks' Ed. 
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endeavors to prevent the repetition of such abuses as bad been stated, 
and did not doubt but with the support of the commissioners he should 
be able to render this material service to the public. The support which 
he required was a letter from the commissioners, addressed to all such 
captains of ships as were in the service of the Congress, informing 
them that he was an agent properly authorized by Congress to manage 
their commercial concerns in this country, and that it would be proper 
for them to follow his instructions. This request, which appeared to 
me extremely reasonable, was to my astonishment rejected both by 
you and Mr. Deane. 

This appeared the more extraordinary to me, as yon both acknowl- 
edged that you. were perfectly r convinced of the truth of what Mr. Lee 
had stated to you, and said you had laid those abuses before Congress, 
and complained in the strongest terms against Mr. Thomas Morris, 
whose misconduct had occasioned some of them; that Congress iiad 
given you a tacit reproof, by taking no notice of the complaiuts you 
had made, and that Mr. Robert Morris, a member of the committee for 
foreign affairs, had given you a rap over the knuckles for having 
made them. I begged you to consider that the silence of Congress, 
which you had construed into a reproof, might have been occasioned 
by the multiplicity of business they had to transact; or they might 
have attended to them, and their letter on the subject have miscarried. 
This you said could not have been the ease, as the eomplaiuts to Con- 
gress against Mr, Morris made but part of your letter; there were sev- 
eral other matters contained in it which were all answered, and as the 
complaint against Mr. Morris was the only part unnoticed, you consid- 
ered it as a reproof to you for having written to Congress about it. 
Yon had attempted once to correct the abuses which everybody knew 
were practising at JT;iutus to a very r scandalous degree. Mr. Robert 
Morris had misrepresented your good intentions, and had insinuated 
in his letter to Mr. Deane of 29th of June that your complaints against 
his brother were made from interested motives, and that you wished 
him removed to make room for your nephew. As your conduct had in 
one instance, relative to the abuses at Mantes, been thus misrepre- 
sented, you were determined it should in no other, by adhering to your 
resolution of not meddling with them. 

Your reasons did not appear at all satisfactory to me, and I took the 
liberty of telling yon so, which gave you very great offeuse. I was ex- 
tremely sorry for it, but did not at that time, nor have I upon the most 
mature deliberation since, been able to conceive how it could have been 
avoided, consistent with my duty. I requested you to consider how 
unreasonable it was to allow your resentment against the committee 
for a supposed tacit reproof, and against Mr, Robert Morris for what 
you called a rap over the knuckles, to operate to the prejudice, perhaps 
to the destruction, of the commercial concerns of your country. Your 
answer was direct and positive: "If these consequences should hap- 
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pen,Mr. Robert Morris aud the committee must be answerable for tliem, 
but you are deter m in eel not to meddle with ttie matter." In this deter- 
mination Mr. Deane cooperated, and we parted without Mr. Lee's hav- 
ing been able to obtain any satisfaction on the subjects of his com- 
plaints, except a promise on your part to countermand an order which 
you had given relative to the sale of one of the prizes at Nantes. This 
promise, however, I understand was not fulfilled. I most solemnly 
protest, that I believe this interview to have been the cause of your 
excluding me from all commit nicatious. 

An ear poisoned with flattery listens with reluctance to the voice of 
truth. Conscious, as you must have been, of having at least given 
your countenance, in more instances than one, to proceedings which 
were injurious to the interests of your country, that voice could not 
have been very pleasing to yon. You had just received very substan- 
tial proof that no other language but that of truth was to be expected 
from me, and therefore concluded that 1 should prove a very trouble- 
some monitor. This determined you to exclude me from all communi- 
cations whatever, aud even proper opportunities of writing to Congress 
have been frequently concealed from me. You are mistaken in saying 
that this of Mr. Deane's and Mr. Gerard's is the only one I ever com- 
plained of. Without attempting to enumerate them, I shall only desire 
you to recollect that, in company with your grandson, I complained to 
you on this subject some time ago, and mentioned particularly the French 
frigate called the BellePoulle, having sailed from Bordeaux the 1st Janu- 
ary, charged with your dispatches, without my having the least intima- 
tion given ine of it till she was gone. In this instance also you availed 
yourself of that dangerous state engine, necessity, and of the strict in- 
junction of secrecy from the French court. I could, if necessary, remind 
you of many other matters of the same kind. 

Perhaps it may be said that you were not required by Congress to 
make these communications. This may be considered in the nature of 
those injuries against which no positive law can be produced, but which 
are, notwithstanding, known to be injuries by all the world. Had tho 
directions of Congress, however, in these points been as explicit as 
words could make them, I doubt not but you would have found the 
means of evading tbem, as you have in others, if it suited your purpose, 
and have drawn arguments for your justification from every source. I 
shall trouble you with my reasons for thinking so. I requested of you 
at Chaillot to let me know why you had disregarded the instructions 
of Congress respecting the treaty. You expressed your doubts whether 
Congress intended to have anything communicated to me except the 
treaty, after it was concluded. I referred you to the words of the in- 
struction itself, which I had quoted to you in my letter, aud asked you 
if you thought it possible that the gentlemen who had written them 
could have been so ignorant as not to know the distinction between a 
proposition aud a conclusion. Other doubts arose. If I had been at 
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Florence, the department which was assigned me by Congress, it might 
have been inconvenient to have followed the strict letter of the instruc- 
tions, by sending every alteration of the treaty that might have been 
proposed on either side, oil account of the danger of their being inter- 
cepted. In this I agreed with you perfectly, and told yon that, if I had 
been at Florence, you -would have had an excuse which at that time 
was of no service to you. I am sorry to be obliged to refer to words 
spoken in conversation ; I have wished to avoid it, but you have put it 
outof my power. Had you written down what I havejust related, which 
you promised me to do, it might have been of service to you in one 
instance. You would have recollected having already given it as your 
opinion that, if I had been at Florence, it would have been improper 
to have sent me the alterations proposed in the treaty, and would prob- 
ably not have mentioned to Mr. Pringle a reason in your justification 
totally the reverse of this. As you have, however, doue it, it will be 
necessary to remind you that my not having gone to Florence has been 
entirely owing to reasons given mo by the Tuscan minister at this court, 
which I have informed Congress of. These reasons were also com- 
municated to you and the other commissioners, and you thought they 
ought to be complied with. 

[Had my own inclinations alone been consulted, I should not long have 
remained in this place, to bo a witness of such parts of your conduct as 
I can not think will reflect any honor upon you when they are exam- 
ined into.J 

You observed to Mr. Pringle that I had written you an angry letter. 
When you reflect upon your proceedings towards me, that ought not to 
surprise you. Having conceived myself injured by you, I make a com- 
plaint to you in writing; you deny that it is well founded, and promise 
me an explanation of your conduct. Belying upon your word, I suffer 
myself to be amused from time to time by promises and excuses, till 
Mr, JJeane, who has supported you in all your measures, sails for 
America'. Would it not have been fair and honorable to have given 
mo your reasons in justification of your conduct before that gentleman's 
departure, that 1 might have had an opportunity either of being con- 
vinced by them or of refuting them, and that bis verbal representations 
in America might not be made without having auy thing from me to 
oppose them 1 

I am very gravely told that, as a proof of your not having thought 
it a good opportunity, you had not yourself written by Mr, Heaoe. Is 
there a man of common sense in the world who will not see that, as Mr, 
Deaue is a party concerned in the contest which has unhappily sub- 
sisted between us, and of course will be interested in your justi heat ion, 
there was no absolute necessity for your writing, but that the very 
reverse was the case with me? Having thus blown up a flame about 
me. you are unreasonable enough to be surprised at my being warmed 
by it. Does not this resemble the conduct of the tyrant Kouli Khan, 
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who, 1 laving cut the tendons of a man's legs with his sword, would 
afterwards hare compelled him to dance? I must be very plain in tell- 
ing you that I envy not the feelings of that man, bo his reputation ever 
so highly exalted, who can with coldness cither offer or receive an injury, 
[You have acknowledged yourself in our debt, and in the language of 
scripture desire me to have patience and you will pay me all. Whether 
the quotation was made ironically or not I can not tell. I have, Low- 
ever, turned to the eighteenth chapter of St. Matthew, from which it was 
taken, and do not find that your ease is at all applicable to the one re- 
ferred to. The debtor there is represented (verses 25 aud 20] as an 
objeet of compassion and penitence. Had he been detected in contriv- 
ances to put off the day of payment for the purpose of injuring his 
creditor, the mercy recommended by the divine Author of our religion 
would not have been extended to him, and he would probably in the 
first instance have been " delivered to the tormentors" — verso 31. I 
shall take the liberty of recommending the perusal of the other parts 
of this chapter to you, and if the instruction which it contains is at- 
tended to, your quotation, though inapplicable, may not prove entirely 
useless. It is proper you should now be acquainted with a piece of 
information that I have received from Mr. Lee. I repeat, that it is with 
reluctance I find myself compelled to have recourse lo verbal informa- 
tion. Your choosing to make use of insinuations and cautiously avoid- 
ing to commit yourself to paper has left mo no alternative. Mr. Lee 
tells me that he applied to you to have the treaties sent me above a 
month after they were signed ; that you said that you had heard a friend 
of mine had made some insurances respecting a war j that the knowl- 
edge of the treaties having been sigued might affect those insurances; 
it might be supposed, however falsely, that I had communicated them 
to my friend, and therefore you thought it best far my sake that I 
should some time longer be contented to remain without them. 1 shall 
beg leave to trouble you with an observation or two on this matter. 
An injury has been offered through me to the public. In spite of every 
effort ou my part to prevent the continuance and increase of it, you 
have shown a fixed determination to persist and have availed yourself 
of every artifice to evade giving any written explanation. Verbal in- 
sinuations have, however, been carefully propagated, which mayor may 
not be denied, and now the mask of friendship is put on. You must be 
conscious that no such efi'ect as you have insinuated could possibly 
have been produced. Long before the time of your giving that reason 
to Mr. Lee it was publicly known both in Paris and in London that a 
treaty had been actually signed with the court of France. Mr. Fox, on 
the 17th of February, in the Houso of Commons, confidently asserted 
it, meutioned accurately the time of its being signed, aud gave you as 
the author of the intelligence. The following is an ex tract of his speech, 
printed in the Courier de l'Europe of the 2 1st of February : ;< Jai vu uue 
lettre du Doeteur Franklin dans laquelle ce commissaire de PAmeriqiie 
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dit expressement a sou correspoudant a Londres il y a dix jours que lea 
deputes ilu Cougies out sign6 avec le ininistre Francais uu traits de 
commerce." I acquainted you myself of this accusation which, had been 
made against you in Parliament. You told uie that you had been 
falsely accused by Mr. Fox, and that you had never written any such 
letter as he pretended to have seen. It is not my purpose to examine 
whether Mr. Fox's assertions were true or false. All I wish to show is, 
that the communicating the treaty to ine iu the mouth of March 
could not have produced the effect you pretended to be afraid of, as the 
secret was known iu February both iu France and in England, and 
from the accuracy of Mr. Fox's intelligence it must have been received 
from very good authority. A friend of mine, you say, has been specu- 
lating in insurances on a war, and therefore for my sake you thought it 
best that I should not desire to see the treaties. This was intended to 
be thought extremely friendly. I do not know which of my friends 
you hint at whose speculations have come under your observation, and 
should be obliged to you if you would inform me. Whoever be may be, 
I will assert that no secret which might have been intrusted to me 
should have been divulged to answer any private purposes whatever. 
How extraordinary it will appear to the public, if it can be proved, 
that notwithstanding your great kindness and attention to ine, specu- 
lations of various kinds to a very considerable amount have been con- 
stantly carried on by persons residing under your own roof; that one 
of the gentlemen engaged iu those speculations was himself a commis- 
sioner; that you were informed of Lord North's having boasted of his 
leuity in not apprehending a friend of yours wbo was in London specu- 
lating iu the fuuds for the benefit of the commissioners ; and that after 
having been informed of this you yourself communicated the treaty to 
that gentleman at the very time when you refused to make such com- 
munications to Mr, William Lee and myself, iu defiance of the express 
instructions of Congress. It will appear still more extraordinary, if it 
can be proved, that a friend of yours was in the mouth of January made 
acquainted with the very day that the treaty was to be signed ; that 
this information was transmitted to London ; and in consequence of it 
that insurances to a great amount were made, for whose benefit I will 
not take upon me to say. If these things can be proved > the world 
will judge by what motive you have beeu actuated. I have been con- 
fidently assured that they can be proved, and I beg that you will let 
me know if my information is true or false. I have butoue thing more 
to trouble you with at present. Since the greatest part of this letter 
has beeu written,]* 

I have been told by a gentleman that the French ministry desired 
tliat Mr. Arthur Lee and myself, expressly mentioned by name, might 
have certain matters concealed from us. I can not take a step iu this 
business without having some insinuation to encounter. My informant 
* Passage iu brackets omitted in Spucka' ed., 
40 WH — VOL It 
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was not so explicit as I wished him to be. He did not acquaint me 
with the points intended to be concealed, whether tliey related to the 
treaties or to the departure of Mr. Deane. I must beg the favor of 
you, therefore, to let me know if you were desired by the French min- 
istry to conceal either or both of those matters from me by name, or 
whether, as I believe to be the case, you had no such Injunctions at all. 
There is reason to believe that the insinuation is injurious both to the 
French ministry and to us. I have never, by any part of my proceed- 
ings, subjected myself to be refused admittance into their presence. I 
have never been compelled to have recourse to any person to soothe 
and deprecate their resentment, excited by transactions which they 
thought obliged them to make use of expressions highly reflecting on 
the honor of ray country, at the very time when perhaps the interests, 
and even the safety, of America might have been affected by that re- 
seutmeut. Will you undertake to make the same declaration I If you 
do, it shall appear that I do not deal in insinuations; and if the minis- 
try were inclined to show any marks of their dissatisfaction, the world 
will judge who were the persons most likely to experience them. 

If, after having been made acquainted with the instructions of Con- 
gress relative to the treaty, the ministry desired to have the proposed 
alterations concealed from me, and there was any danger of an ob- 
struction to your negotiation if the directions of Congress were insisted 
on, I shall endeavor to learn what could have induced them to such 
conduct. The mischievous tendency of some parts of the treaties might 
have been pointed out, had they been communicated to me before it 
was too late, and a troublesome and ineffectual application to the court 
of Spain for relief might have been rendered unnecessary. 
I am, sir, etc., 

Ralph Izabd. 



Lovell to Franklin.* 

Toektown, June 20, 1778. 

Snt : By a most unlucky mistake I did not forward the resolve of the 
5th of May with the ratifications of the treaties sent in that mouth 
in the packets ABC, but I have sent it in D E via Martinique, and now 
forward it via Boston in F G, not allowing myself to wait for the con- 
currence of' The committee in a joint letter. 

Our troops were iu the city of Philadelphia on the morning of the 
18th. The intentions of the enemy in evacuating it can not yet be ex- 
plained. Our army is in motion and will press them. The gazettes 
contain everything material. By the arrival of Messrs. Simeou Deane, 
May 2, Courter, May 18, Stevenson, Juno 10, Holker and Carmichael, 
June 18. we have the favors of yourself and other friends in continu- 
ance. Commissioners will be particularly nominated to transact affairs 



*2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 34. 
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for us at Lisbon and Tbe Hague, if those courts are well disposed 
towards us. We are now growing anxious about our worthy friend 
J, Adams. 

Your most humble servant, 

James Lovell, 
For the Committee of Foreign Affairs. 



R. H. Lee, Hayward, and Lovell, for Committee of Foreign Affairs, to the 
Commissioners at Paris." 

York, June 21, 1778. 
Gentlemen : The British commissioners have arrived, and trans- 
mitted their powers and propositions to Congress, which have received 
the answer you will find the Pennsylvania Gaaette of the 20th in- 
stant. 

On the 18th of th.j month, General Clinton, with the British army, 
(now under his command), abandoned Philadelphia, and the city is in 
possession of our troops. The enemy crossed into Jersey, but whether 
with design to push for South Amboy, or to embark below Billings- 
port, on the Deleware, is yet uncertain. General Washington has put 
his army in motion, and is following the enemy into Jersey. 

There has arrived here a M. Holker, from France, who has presented 
a paper to Congress, declaring that he comes with a verbal message to 
Congress from the minister of France touching our treaty with Great 
Britain, and some other particulars which, for want of his paper, we 
can not at present enumerate. The style of his paper is as if from the 
representative of the court, but he has no authentic voucher of his 
mission for the delivery of this verbal message. We desire of you, 
gentlemen, to give us the most exact information in your power con- 
cerning the authenticity of M. Bolter's mission for this purpose. 
We are, gentlemen, with esteem and regard, etc., 

Richard H. Lee. 

Thomas Hayward, Jr. 

James Lovell. 



Franklin to Commanders of Vessels.* 

Gentlemen: Whereas this religious society, commonly called the 
Moravian Brethren, have established a mission on the northern part of 
the Labrador coast for the good purposes of civilizing and converting 
to Christianity the barbarians who live there, and by that means put- 
ting an end to their custom of plundering and murdering the people of 

* MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 293. 
t MSS, Du]>. of State, 
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our fishing vessels and others passing in those seas; and wheieas those 
missionaries and their families depend for .subsistence in that unfertile 
country on the supplies annually sent them, and on the friendship of 
the natives, which is maintained by little presents of iron ware, all fur- 
nished by charitable subscriptions in England ; the interruption of 
which supplies might hazard the loss of those pious missionaries and 
ruin an enterprise beneficial to humanity : 1 do therefore hereby 
certify that the sloop Good Intent, burden about 75 tons, Cant. Francis 
Mugford, carrying in the present voyage about 5,000 bricks for building 
chimneys, with provisions and necessaries for the missionaries and their 
assistants and some ironmongery and tinware for the Indians; the 
crew consisting of the captain, mate, three men, and a boy, and the 
passengers, one man and three women ; is the vessel employed in the 
above service for the present year. And 1 request, if the said vessel 
should be met with by any of you, that you would not consider her as a 
merchantman, proper to be made a prize of, but rather concur benevo- 
lently iu promoting so good a design by permitting her to pass freely, 
and affording her any assistance which the casualties may have ren- 
dered necessary, in which I am persuaded your conduct will be approved 
not only in your own breasts, but by the Congress, by your owners, 
and by all mankind. Wishing you all success and prosperity, I have 
the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

B. Franklin, 
One of the PlenipoteTitiary Ministers of the 
United States at the Court of France. 

Paris, June 22, 1778. 



Franklin to Hutton." 

Passy, June 23, 1778. 

My dear old friend has here the paper he desired. t 

We have had a marble monument made at Paris for the brave General 
Montgomery, which is gone to America. If it should fall into the 
hands of any of your cruisers, I expect you will exert yourself to get it 
restored to us, because I know the generosity of your temper, which 
likes to do handsome things as well as to make returns. You see we 
are unwilling to rob the hospital; we hope your people will be found 
as averse to pillaging the dead. 
Adieu, etc., 

B. Franklin. 

*MSS. Dep. of State; ti Bigelow's Franklin, 184. 

t Passport for a vessel which was about to be sent to the Moravian missionaries on 
the coast of Labrador." — Bigelow. 
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Izard to Henry Laurens, President of Congress." 

Paris, June 28, 1778. 

DeaeSie: The treaties are expected to arrive soon iu Prance, as 
Congress received them by the Sensible, a French frigate, in the month 
of April. Iu some of my letters I informed you of my sentiments on 
one or two of the articles in the treaty of commerce, and of the inef- 
fectual steps which 1 took iu consequence of them. Whether Congress 
lias been made acquainted with these sentiments, or whether they ap- 
prove of them, I know not, as I have not received a letter from you, 
from the committee, nor from any member of Congress since my arrival 
in France. The treaties were not communicated to me till the 30th of 
March, when they were half the way over to America, and of course 
too late for any alterations to be made until they had undergone the 
inspection of Congress. 

From the dispositions of the principal parties concerned in the nego- 
tiation, and from the manner iu which my application respecting the 
eleventh and twelfth articles of the treaty of commerce was received, 
there is very little reasou to think that any objections, however justly 
founded, would have made any impression [on tbe interested views of 
one or the haughtiness and self-sufficiency of the other]. I have, how- 
ever, done everything in my power, and I shall be very happy if auy 
good effects should be produced by my endeavors. It has been my 
constant wish to avoid contentions of every kind; it has been particu- 
larly my desire to avoid them with Dr. Franklin from every considera- 
tion. His abilities are great and his reputation high. Removed as he 
is at so considerable a distance from the observation of his constituents, 
if he is not guided by principles of virtue and honor those abilities and 
that reputation may produce the most mischievous effects. [In my 
conscience I declare to you, that I believe him to be under no such 
internal restraint; and God knows that I speak the real unprejudiced 
sentiments of my heart. If at any time I have been under the influence 
of prejudice, it has been in his favor, and nothing but my own observa- 
tion could have convinced me so thoroughly how undeservedly it is 
possible for public approbation to be .bestowed.] t I send you by this 
opportunity some papers whicli I desire may be communicated to my 
countrymen from South Carolina who are members of Congress; and if 
it is your opinion that they or any part of them sbould he laid before Con- 
gress, you will be so good as to do it. If, on the contrary, you think the 
situation of affairs will make it improper to trouble Congress with them, 
you will withhold them. It is my wish, however, that you may ap- 
prove of their being communicated to Congress. Whatever may be 
your determination, I shall think I have acted right iu submitting 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Eav. Corr., 683, with omissions and verbal 
changes. 

t Passages in brackets omitted in Sparks' ed. 
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them to you. Yon will find from them with what caution the treaties 
were concealed from ine while they were negotiating, and even after 
they were sigued. When Dr. Franklin thought Mr. Deane had been 
gone long enough to get to America before any observation could be 
written on the contents of them, they were sent to me. The article 
respecting molasses in the treaty of commerce may be productive of 
considerable mischief. 

I can, however, account for that transaction from natural causes. 
Two of the gentlemen engaged in it were born in New England. That 
part of America is possessed of very few articles of export, and the 
great use which is made there of molasses makes it a very desirahle 
object that it should be perpetually exempted from duty. The articles 
in the treaty of alliance which I have complained of are infinitely 
more mischievous, and when I attempt to account for the conduct of 
the gentlemen who have concluded them, and at the same time set aside 
the clear and unequivocal article oil the same subject transmitted to 
them by Congress, I am utterly incapable of doing it without suspecting 
the most dishonorable practices, which I cau not think they have been 
guilty of. 

It appears the more unaccountable, when the instructions which 
were transmitted by the Congress to the commissioners at the time the 
original treaty was sent are examined. Congress judged that some 
alterations might be found necessary, and explained their intention in 
the following manner: "It is the wish of Congress that the treaty 
should be concluded, and you are hereby instructed to use every means 
in your power for concluding it according to the plan you have received. 
If you should find that to be impracticable, you are hereby authorized 
to relax the demands of the United States, and to enlarge their offers, 
according to the following directions," In these instructions such articles 
as it was thought would admit of alteration are pointed out. But the 
eighth article is not among the number. It seems, indeed, essential to 
the safety of the States that the countries and islands therein expressly 
mentioned should be in their possession. There is a most uncommon 
degree of effrontery in Dr. Franklin's declaring that the fifth article of 
the treaty of alliance could not possibly admit of such a construction 
as I apprehended might be put upon it. I have not the least doubt 
but it was intended to leave an opening for negotiating Florida into 
the possession of Spain if the successes of the House of Bourbon 
against England should put it in the power of the former to dictate the 
terms at tbe conclusion of a general peace. It is more than probable, 
likewise, that what I have hinted at in my letter to Mr, Lee respecting 
Newfoundland and the other islands on our coasts and the fishery, may 
in future be productive of a great deal of trouble, if proper explanations 
are not obtained in time.* 

• Succeeding events proved all those suspicious and speculations to have been er- 
roneous. — Spares. 
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If anything was necessary to make the effrontery which I have just 
taken notice of complete, it was Dr. Franklin's observation, thatifiny 
apprehensions were ever so just, it was now too late for any remedy 
here. His tricks and chicanery put it out of my power to make any 
objections before the treaties were signed and sent to America, and 
then he gives thab as a reason why no remedy should be attempted 
against the evil which is pointed out. In my conscience I believe him 
to be an improper person to be trusted with the management of the 
affairs of America in this kingdom. If be were sent to the court of 
Vienna be could not have an opportunity of doing any harm. No affront 
could be taken at this exchange, as that court is in general looked upon 
to be the first in Europe, and it is improper for the same person to 
have a commission both for Vienna and Berlin. 

[It will be necessary for ine to explaiu that part of my letter to Dr. 
Franklin to which the extract from Mr. Grand's letter has a reference. 
There have been from a certain quarter continual speculations in the 
fauds, which would have proved extremely lucrative if France and 
England could have beeu unexpectedly precipitated into a war last 
summer. If this could have been done without exposing the affairs of 
America to the greatest danger, there would have been good policy in 
it. But the prospect of private gain seems to have precluded every 
other consideration, and for that purpose the most desperate measures 
were adopted, without regard to the most ruinous consequences which 
might have been produced by them to the public. Upon this founda- 
tion was built the whole of the Dunkirk business, in which Captain 
Cunningham had so considerable a part. Previous to that affair the 
commissioners were assured of the protection of the court of France 
and of her good disposition towards America, The taking of the Har- 
wich packet, and after Cunningham and his crew were released out of 
prison, and Mr, Hodge had given the strongest assurances that they 
should cruise no more in this part of the world, taking several prizes 
immediately on the coast of England, had very near proved fatal to us 
The ministry complained highly of the proceeding; the king was per- 
sonally exasperated, and very dishonorable reflections were made on 
America in general. Mr. Hodge was sent to the Bastile; and when 
Dr. Franklin, Mr. Deane, and Mr. Lee went to Versailles to solicit his 
enlargement Count Verjrennes refused to see them. It must be observed 
that Mr. Lee had nothing to do with the business at Dunkirk; he was 
at Berlin when it was contrived and executed, and had not beeu long 
returned to Paris when Mr. Hodge was sent to prison. The commis- 
sioners were reduced to the necessity of getting Mr. Grand, their banker, 
to write to the secretary of state about Mr. Hodge, and tiie enclosed 
paper, No. 6, is an extract from his answer. Perhaps Dr. Franklin may 
say that he had nothing to do with the Dunkirk business. His tricks 
are in general carried on with so much cunning that it is extremely 
difficult to fix them ou him. If he had nothing to do with it he should 
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show who it was that brought such disgrace and danger upon his coun- 
try. It is certain that the persons who were the most ostensible in it 
were, and still are, his bosom friends. The French court were so irri- 
tated that I firmly believe if it had not been for the success of the mili- 
tary operations in America we should have been all driven out of this 
kingdom.] * 

The English newspapers have given us the proceedings of Congress 
on the 22d of April respecting the conciliatory bills, I am very anxious 
to know what reception the commissioners have met with and the ex- 
tent of their powers. It is much to be lamented that they have not 
been enabled by parliamentary authority to acknowledge the independ- 
ence. The ministry are fully convinced themselves that nothing else 
will do, and yet they continue to act under the same dreadful infatua- 
tion which has already produced so many calamities to their country, 
and refuse to adopt any measures, however salutary, till it is too late, 
I most ardently wish for peace, provided it can be obtained upon terms 
which Congress may think proper to be accepted. 

Mr. William Lee has been some weeks at Vienna. He writes me that 
the French ambassador advises him "to wait there with patience till 
the prospect of things open a little more than they do at present." I 
have informed yon in several of my letters that my reception in Tuscany 
depends entirely upon the proceedings at the court of Vienna. The 
Emperor and the King of Prussia are each at the bead of a powerful 
army in Silesia, and within a few miles of one another. A negotiation 
has been for several weeks constantly carrying on with respect to the 
succession of Bavaria, and it is astonishing that nothing is yet con- 
cluded. Each of those princes has two hundred and fifty thousand regu- 
lar troops, and more are continually raising. The emperor has, besides, 
the Hungarian nobility and their dependents, who may upon occasion be 
called upon to serve. They are supposed to form a body of about 
three hundred thousand men, and may be looked upon as militia. 

The King of Prussia, although negotiating with the emperor, is not 
idle in other matters. He is using his utmost endeavors to excite the 
northern powers to join him against the house of Austria, and if he 
succeeds in bringing about an accommodation between the Russians 
and the Turks, the Czarina will certainly afford him very powerful as- 
sistance. Whether either the Emperor or the King of Prussia will he 
connected with England does not yet appear. Neither of them seems 
inclined to offend her at present. The troubles in Germany have cer- 
tainly produced this effect on the King of Prussia, for he made the 
clearest declaration, before the death of the Elector of Bavaria, that lie 
would be the second power in Europe to acknowledge the independence 
of America. 

I am, dear sir, etc., 

Ralph Izabd. 



" J'assages in brackets omitted in .Spurka' ed. 
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FrankliD to Weisaenstein. * 

PASSY, July 1, 1778. 

Sir: I received your letter dated at Brussels the 16tli past. My 
vanity might possibly be flattered by your expressions of compliment 
to my understanding, if your proposals did not more clearly manifest a 
mean opinion of it. 

You conjure me in the name of the omniscient and just God before 
whom I must appear, and by my hopes of future fume, to consider if 
some expedient can not be found to put a stop to the desolation of 
America and prevent the miseries of a general war. As I am conscious 
of having taken every step in my power to prevent the breach, and no 
one to widen it, I can cheerfully appear before that God, fearing noth- 
ing from bis justi ce in this particular, though I have much occasion for 
Lis mercy in many others. As to my future fame, I am content to rest it 
on my past and present conduct, withoutseekingan addition to it in the 
crooked, dark paths you propose to me, where I should most certainly 
lose it. This your solemn address would therefore have been more 
properly made to your sovereign and his venal Parliament. He and 
they who wickedly began, and madly continue, a war for the desola- 
tion of America are alone accountable for the consequences. 

You endeavor to impress me with a bad opinion of French faith j 
hut the instances of their friendly endeavors to serve a race of weak 
princes, who, by their own imprudence, defeated every attempt to pro- 
mote their interest, weigh but little with me, when I consider the steady 
friendship of France to the thirteen united states of Switzerland, which 
has now continued inviolate two hundred years. You tell me that she 
will certainly cheat us, and that she despises us already. I do not believe 
that she will cheat us, and I am not certain that she despises us; but I see 
clearly that you are endeavoring to cheat us by your conciliatory bills ; 
that you actually despised our understandings when you flattered your- 
selves those artifices would succeed, and that not only France, hut all 
Europe, yourselves included, most certainly and forever would despise 
us if we were weak enough to accept your insidious propositions. 

Our expectations of the future grandeur of America are notso mag- 
nificent, and therefore not so vain or visionary, as you represent them 
to be. The body of our people are not merchants, hut humble husband- 
men, who delight in the cultivation of their lands, which, for their fer- 
tility and the variety of our climates, are capable of furnishing all the 
necessaries and conveniences of life without external commerce; and 
we have too much land to have the least temptation to extend our ter- 
ritory by conquest from peaceable neighbors, as well as too much justice 
to think of it. Our militia, yon find by experience, are sufficient to de- 
fend our lauds from invasiou, and the commerce with us will be de- 
fended by all the nations who lind an advantage iu it. We therefore 

•2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 34; (i Bigelow's Fraukliu, 187 ; 8 Sparks' Fraukliu, 278. 
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have uot the occasion you imagine of fleets or standing armies, but 
may leave those expensive maehiues to be maintained for the pomp of 
princes and the wealth of ancient states. We propose, if possible, to 
live in peace with all mankind; and after you have been convinced to 
your cost that there is uotbiug to be got by attacking us, we ha\. 
reason to hope that no other power will judge it prudent to quarrel wit' 
us, lest they dirert us from our own quiet industry and turn us into 
corsairs preying upon theirs. The weight, therefore, of an independent 
empire, whicb you seetn certain of our inability to bear,. will not be so 
great as you imagine. The expense of our civil government we have 
always borne, and cau easily bear, because it is small. A virtuous and 
laborious people may be cheaply governed. Determining, as we do, to 
have no offices of profit, or any sinecures or useless appointments, so 
common in ancient or corrupted states, we can govern ourselves a year 
for the sum you pay in a single department, or for what one jobbing 
contractor, by the favor of a minister, cau cheat you out of in a single 
article. 

Yon think we flatter ourselves, and are deceived into an opinion that 
England must acknowledge our independency. We, on the other hand, 
think you flatter yourselves in imaginiug such an acknowledgment a 
vast boon, which we strongly desire, and which you may gain some 
great advantage by granting or withholding. We have never asked it 
of you; we only tell you that you cau have no treaty with us but as an 
independent State; and you may please yourselves and your children 
with the rattle of your right to govern us as long as you have done 
with that of your king's being Kiug of France, without giving us the 
least concern, if you do not attempt to exercise it. That this pretended 
right is indisputable, as you say, we utterly deny. Your Parliament 
never had a right to govern us, and your king has forfeited it by his 
bloody tyranny. But I thank you for letting me know a little of your 
mind, that, even if the Parliament should acknowledge our independ- 
ency, the act would uot be binding to posterity, and that your nation 
would resume and prosecute the claim as soon as they found it conven- 
ient from the influence of your passions and your present malice against 
ns. We suspected before that yon would not be actually bound by 
your conciliatory acts longer than till they had served their purpose of 
inducing us to disband our forces ; but we were not certain that you 
were knaves by principle, and that we ought not to have the least con- 
fidence in your offers, promises, or treaties, though confirmed by Par- 
liament, 

I now indeed recollect my being informed, long since, when in Eng. 
land, that a certain very great personage, then young, studied much a 
certain book called "Arcana Imperii," I had the curiosity to procure 
the book and read it. There are sensible and good tbiugs in it, but 
some bad ones; for, if 1 remember rightly, a particular king is ap- 
plauded for bis politically exciting a rebellion among his subjects at a 
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time when they had not strength to support it, that he might, in sub- 
duing them, take away their privileges, which were troublesome to 
him ; and a question is formal ty stated and discussed, whether a prince 
i-\o, to appease a revolt, makes promise of indemnity to the revolters, is 
Aiged to fulfill those promises. Honest and good men would say aye ; 
Ait this politician says, as you say, no. And he gives this pretty rea- 
son, that, though it was right to make the promises, because otherwise 
the revolt would not be suppressed, yet it would be wrong to keep 
them, because revolters ought to be punished, to deter from future 
revolts. 

If these are the principles of your nation, no confidence can be placed 
in you ; it is in vain to treat with you ; and the wars can only end 3u be- 
ing reduced to an utter inability of continuing them. 

One main drift of your letter seems to be to impress me with an idea 
of your own impartiality by just censures of your ministers and meas- 
ures, and to draw from me propositions of peace, or approbation of those 
you have enclosed to me, which you intimate may by your means be 
conveyed to the king directly, without the intervention of those minis- 
ters. You would have me give them to, or drop them for, a stranger 
whom I may find next Monday in the church of Notre Dame, to be known 
by a rose in his hat. You yourself, sir, are quite unknown to me; you 
have not trusted me with your true name. Our taking the least step 
towards a treaty with England through you might, if you are an enemy, 
be made use of to rain us with our new and good friends. I may be 
indiscreet enough in many things, but certainly if I were disposed to 
make propositions (which I cau not do, having none committed to me 
to make), I should never think of delivering them to the Lord knows 
who, to be carried the Lord knows where, to serve no one knows what 
purposes. Being at this time one of the most remarkable figures in 
Paris, even my appearauce in the church of Notre Dame, where 1 can 
not have any conceivable business, aud especially being seen to leave 
or drop any letter to any person there, would be a matter of some 
speculation, and might, from the suspicions it must naturally give, 
have very mischievous cousequeuces to our credit here. 

The very proposing of a correspondence so to be managed, in a man- 
ner not necessary where fair dealing is intended, gives just reason to 
suppose you intend the contrary. Besides, as your court has sent com- 
missioners to treat with the Congress, with ail the powers that could 
be given them by the crown under the act of Parliament, what good 
purpose can be served by privately obtaining propositions from us f 
Before those commissioners went, we might have treated in virtue of 
our general powers (with the knowledge, advice, aud approbation of 
our friends) upon any propositions made to us. But under the present 
circumstances, for us to make propositions while a treaty is supposed 
to be actually on foot with the Congress, would be extremely improper, 
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highly presumptuous with regard to our constituents, and answer no 
good end whatever. 

I write this letter to you notwithstanding (which I think I can con- 
vey in a less mysterious manner, aud guess it may come to your hands); 
I write it, because I would let you know our sense of your procedure, 
which appears as i nsidious as that of your conciliatory bills. Your true 
way to obtain peace, if your ministers desire it, is to propose openly to 
the Congress fair and equal terms, and you may possibly come soouer 
to such a resolution when you find that personal flatteries, general 
eajolings. and panegyrics on our virtue and wisdom are not likely to 
have the effect you seem to expect; the persuading us to act basely and 
foolishly in betraying our country and posterity iuto the bauds of our 
most bitter enemies, giving up or selling our arms and warlike stores, 
dismissing our ships of war and troops, aud putting those enemies iu 
possession of our forts and ports. 

This proposition of delivering ourselves, bound and gagged ready for 
hanging, without even a right to complain, and without a friend to be 
found afterwards among all mankind, you would have us embrace 
upon the faith of an act of Parliament! Good God ! An act of your 
Parliament ! This demonstrates that you do not yet know us, and that 
you fancy we do not know you. But it is not merely this flimsy faith 
that we are to act upon ; you offer us hope, the hope of places, pensions, 
and peerages. These, judging from yourselves, you think are motives 
irresistible. This offer to corrupt us, sir, iw with me your credential, 
and convinces me that you are not a private volunteer in your applica- 
tion. It bears the stamp of British court character. It is even the 
signature of your king. But think for a moment in what light it must 
be viewed in America. By places, you mean places among us, for you 
take care by a special article to secure yonr own to yourselves. We 
must then pay the salaries in order to enrich ourselves with these places. 
But you will give us pensions, probably to be paid, too, out of your ex- 
pected American revenue, and which noue of us can accept without 
deserving, and perhaps obtaining a sus pension. Peerages! alas! sir, 
our long observation of the vast servile majority of your peers, voting 
constantly for every measure proposed by a minister, however weak or 
wicked, leaves us small respect for that title. We consider it as a sort 
of tar and feather honor, or a mixture of foulness aud folly, which every 
man among us, who should accept it from your king, would be obliged 
to renounce or exchange for that conferred by the mobs of their own 
country, or wear it with everlastiug infamy. 
I am. sir, your humble servant, 

B. Franklin.* 

* Weissemteiu's letter, to wbicb the above is an answer, is given in full in Sparks' 
MSS. at Harvard College, vol. 49, pt. 1, p. SC. It is dated Brunei les, June 16, 1778, 
and, with the appendices, containing plans of accommodation and of government, 
contains 20 pages of folio. The drift of it is to induce a separate treaty of America 
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A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affaire.* 

Paris, July 1, 1778. 
Gentlemen : I enclose you some extracts, by which you will see 
that war is not yet declared, though on all hands it appears to be fast 
approaching. 

The Spanish floatilla is not yet arrived, nor their fleet from South 
America. Si nee my last, a F re n c h f ri ga te o f t w e nty - si x gnus was attacked 

with England, based on confederation between the two powers. Of Weissenstein's 
letter Sparks says: "The originals are written in a disguised handwriting, with 
occasional interlineations in a different baud, so that more than one person was ac- 
quainted with the contents. Dr. Franklin attached some degree of importance to 
these papers, because ho believed them to have beeu seen and approved by the British 
ministry." The envelope is addressed : "To Dr. Benjamin Franklin, etc., etc, etc., 
secret aud confidential. Read this in private and before you look at other papers, 
but don't be imprudent enough to let any one see it before you have considered it 
thoroughly." 

A report of a detective sent by the French Government to investigate " Weissen- 
steiu" will be fonud in the Lee Papers in the Harvard library, under date of July 
7, 1778. (See 8 Sparks' Franklin, 278 ; 3 Life of J. Adams, 178.) 

Of the letter to which this is a reply Mr. Parton (2 Life of Franklin, 3299) thus 
speaks: 

" On a morning in June (1778) a packet was thrown into a window at PasBy, which 
proved to be a long letter, addressed to Dr. Franklin, written in tbe English language, 
but dated 'Brussels, June 16,' aud signed 'Charles de Weissenstetu,' The English, 
moreover, was not the English of a foreigner ; tbe letter was evidently a home prod- 
uct, and, as Franklin thought, from the king himself — certainly written with the 
king's knowledge and consent." What makes this hypothesis probable is the singular 
similarity of the style and argument of this letter with the subsequent "intercepted" 
letters of Silas Deane, which, as we now know by George Ill's correspondence, 
were got up at least uuder the supervision of agents of the court. Mr, Bigelow (6, 
Works of Franklin, 187) says : 

"Dr. Franklin received a long letter from a man who signed himself Charles de 
Weissenstein. The letter was dated Brussels, June 16. 1778, and written in English. 
The writer was evidently a secret agent from England, instructed to procure from 
Dr, Franklin some kind of propositions for a peace. Tbe name was doubtless 
assumed; and although the letter was dated at Brussels, it was probably written in 
Paris. 

"Tbe contents of tbe letter, considering tbe source in which it must have origi- 
nated, are carious and remarkable. The writer begins by urging the impossibility 
that England should ever acknowledge the independence of the Colonies, aud the 
certainty that France would deceive and betray them. He, moreover, adds, that, 
in ease Parliament should be induced to acknowledge their independence, the people 
of Eugland would not approve it and posterity would never submit to it. 'Our title 
to the empire,' said he, is 'indisputable; it will be asserted, either by ourselves or 
successors, whenever occasion presents. We may stop awhile in our pursuit to re- 
cover breath, but shall assuredly resume our career again.' 

"He then proceedo at much length to state a plan of recur, eiliat ion aud the out- 
line of the future government in America. In the plan is tbe following extraordi- 
nary article: 'As the conspicuous public part which some American gentlemen, have 
taken may expose them to the personal enmity of some of tbe chief porsous in Great 
Britain, and as it is unreasonable that their services to their country should deprive 
them of those advantages which their talents would otherwise have gained them, the 
* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 505, 
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by an English frigate of twenty -eight off Brest, arid after an obstinate 
engagement the latter made off, and soon after sunk. Tin's has given 
great spirits to the French niariue and nation, and is more especially 
fortunate, as the English were the aggressors. Admiral Keppel is be- 
fore Brest, with twenty-three sail of the line, where I believe he will not 
remain long nuattacked. Permission is given to French subjects to fit 
out privateers ; and orders are sent to all the ports to prepare our 
prizes to be sold. From Loudon the ministry have offered us an ex- 
change of prisoners, which we are taking the necessary measures to 
embrace. 

By some unaccountable neglect, the person to whom Dr. Franklin 
committed the printing of the bills resolved on for the loan has not 

following persons shall have office) or pensions for life, at their option, namely: 
Franklin, Washington, Adams, Hancock, etc. In case His rnnjesty or his successor 
should ever create American peers, then these persons or their descendants shall be 
among the first created, if they choose it ; Mr. Washington to have immediately a 
brevet of lieutenant-general, and all the honors and precedence incident thereto, hut 
not to assume or bear any command without a special warrant or letter of service for 
that purpose from Hie king.' 

"In the outlines of government it is provided that each Colony shall choose its own 
form and have legislatures, but that all officers most swear allegiance to the Crown 
and Parliament of Great Britain ; that no American shall enjoy any office of trust or 
profit in Great Britain without a special actoE Parliament for that purpose; in every 
other respect they are to enjoy the privileges of natural- horn Englishmen. That 'the 
judges of the courts shall be named by the king, and hold their offices for life, and 
shall either bear titles as peers of America or otherwise, as shall he decided hy his 
majesty ; that a congress shall assemble once in seven years or oftener if his majesty 
thinks fit to summon it, but all its proceedings are to be transmitted to the British 
Parliament, without whose consent no money shall ever be granted by congress or 
any separate State to the crown ; that the great offices of state shall he named in the 
compact, and that America shall provide for them ; that the whole naval and mili- 
tary force shall be directed by his majesty; that the British Parliament shall lis the 
naval and military force, and vofo the sums necessary for its maintenance, both by 
sea and land, and make laws for its regulation ; that a tariff of duties shalt be fixed 
which shall not bo changed without the mutual consent of both the Parliament of 
Great Britain and the Colony where the change is inteuded to be made; that British 
manufacturers shall always have the preference over those of other nations, aud that 
no new taxes shall ever be imposed on them without the previous consent of the Par- 
liament of Great Britain.' 

" Such are eomo of the features of the scheme proposed by this private agent. Dr. 
Franklin understood it to proceed from high authority and framed his answer ac- 
cordingly. He sent the agent's letter to the Count de Vergennes, with a copy of his 
answer. They are now in the Archives (ffs Affaires Etraitgirea in Paris, where the 
above extract was taken from the original, and where also a copy of Dr. Franklin's 
answer was obtained by Mr. Sparks. John Adams, in his diary, says the reply was 
submitted to tbe Count de Vergennes, but was never sent to Weissenstein, On the 
day, hour, and place appointed to meet the messenger for a conference the police re- 
ported tbe appearance of a man who walked about the place for a couple of hours, 
always keeping the place of rendezvous in sight and then disappeared. Adams says 
they decided that the whole matter was too futile to be worth reporting to Congress. 
For the same reason, possibly, the answer of Franklin was not sent to Weissenstein. 
It was fortunate that this futility was not discovered until after Franklin's letter was 
written." 
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furnished them, so that nothing further is yet done in that business. 
But I hope yon will soon hare news of its further progress, and that 
some event will happen to furnish us with a very favorable moment 
for its execution, 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin to Grand. 

July 3, 1778. 

Mr. Franklin presents his respects to Mr. Grand, and sends him the 
original letter of which he has spoken. In anotlier, Mr. Bingham says 
that the slightest pretext suffices nowadays for the English to seize and 
condemn goods of French merchants, who can not even transport the 
products of America from one island to another without running the 
greatest risks. In effect, many ships have been taken lately into Dom- 
inique for the sole reason that they were the productions of America. 

It is to be remarked that before these difficulties the French mer- 
chants could purchase tobacco, rice, etc., from the Americans of the 
continent to be taken iuto France. If I am not mistaken, it is pro- 
vided in the treaties that the ship of a friend protects the merchan- 
dise even of an enemy. Much more ought it to guaranty your own 
merchandise previously purchased from this enemy. 

Mr. Bingham also says that the court of admiralty at Dominique is 
constituted on such iuiquitous principles that it encourages coudem na- 
tions, the judges receiving a portion of the condemned merchandise, so 
that one can hardly hope to save the property, the fate of which de- 
pends upon their judgment. 



Franklin's Memoranda for M. Rayneval to Communicate to Vergennea.t 

PASSY, July 6, 1778. 
It seems to have been insinuated, either through mistake or ill-will 
to the United States, 

(1) That their merchants have combined to depreciate the bills drawn 
on France ; 

(2) That their trade with England is as great as before the war. 

I have known two instances when bills of exchange on England have 
falleu more than 15 per cent, lower than the present price of bills on 
France. 

The first was in 1739, when an expedition being projected against 
Carthagena, the Government of England ordered 3,000 men to be 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 6 Bigelow's FrauklLn, 1%. 
( Franklin's MSS., Dep. of State. 
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raised ill America, and transports, with provisions, etc., to be furnished, 
for tbe amount of which expense bills were ordered to be drawn on the 
treasury at London. This [adventitious] quantity of bills coming into 
market, and being more tban the common course of tbe commerce re- 
quired, occasioned the lowering of their price 42£ per cent, below the 
rate before accustomed. 

The like hap2>ened a few years after, when on a prospect of short crops 
of corn in Europe, orders were received in America to purchase and 
send over vast quantities, aod to draw bills and sell them in the coun- 
try in order to raise money for the purchase. This sudden addition to 
the quantity of bills produced a fall of 4li per cent, in their price. And 
this must always happen in some proportion, when the quantity of any 
article in Commerce exceeds the present demand, 

And when it is considered that the merchants of America are numer- 
ous, and dispersed through thirteen different provinces, at great dis- 
tances from each other, such a combination will appear as improbable as 
that the farmers in France should combine to raise the price of wheat. 

With regard to tbe English commerce, there is none certainly but 
what is contraband, and there can be no temptation to such contraband, 
but for particular commodities that are cheaper there than in France. 
The quantity, therefore, can not be great. Such contraband is found 
difficult to prevent iu all countries. It is carried on at this time be- 
tween France and Englaud. But there are many commodities much 
cheaper in France, such as wines, silks, oil, modes, etc., which will be 
of great consumption in America ; and when correspondencies are once 
settled, and the people there become acquainted with the manufactures 
of France, the demand for them will increase, those manufactures will, 
of course, be improved in goodness aud cheapness, and the trade con- 
tinue to augment accordingly. 

It is difficult to change suddenly the whole current of connections, 
correspondencies, and confidences that subsist between merchants, and 
carry them all into a new channel. But time and a continuance of 
friendship will make great alterations. 

Passt, July 6. 

Note. — The above paper was delivered this day to M. de Kayneval, 
to he by him communicated to Count Vergenues, in order to correct 
some wrong ideas of that minister. 



D'Estaing to the President of Congress.* 

At Sea, July 8, 1778. 
Sir: I have the honor of informing your excellency, and by you of 
giving notice to Congress, of the arrival of the .squadron of tbe khif; 
upon the shores of the United States of America. 

* MSS. Deii. State ; 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 557. 
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Honored with full powers from the king to treat with Congress, I 
have the honor, sir, of sending to your excellency the copy of ray cre- 
dentials relating to this subject, the honor of presenting them myself; 
my desire to wait upon the respectable representatives of a free nation, 
ray eagerness to reverence in them the noble qualities of wisdom and 
firmness which distinguish them, virtues which all Europe admires and 
which France loves, are a happiness which can be delayed only by my 
desire to render myself worthy of the favors of the United States, while 
I begin by performing the duties which circumstances and my military 
functions impose upon me. I hope that they will serve as my excuse, 
and that your excellency will have the kindness to offer them as such 
to Congress. 

1 have the honor of writing to his excellency General Washington, 
and shall have that of sending to his headquarters two officers iu suc- 
cession, in order to offer to him to combine my movements with bis own. 
The merited reputation which so great a soldier Las so justly acquired 
does not allow me to doubt that he is convinced better than any one 
else of the value of the first movements. I hope that the authority 
vested in him by Congress has allowed him the liberty of taking advan- 
tage of them, and that we shall be able immediately, and without any 
delay, to act in concert for the benefit of the common cause, which 
seemed to me to require that the orders of Congress should remove as 
speedily as possible the legal difficulties, of which perhaps there are 
none. 

Monsieur de Chouiu, major of infantry, and relation of M. de Sartine, 
is charged with delivering this letter to your excellency; he is one of 
the officers whom I send to General Washington. 

The readiness with which his excellency M. Gerard, minister plenipo- 
tentiary of the king, is hastening to take up bis resilience near Congress, 
and there to display the character with which his majesty has invested 
him, will prevent all the delays which my distance might occasion with 
regard to the military agreements, t have the honor of assuring your 
excellency that I shall make it my duty and pleasure to execute every- 
thing that M. Gerard shall promise. The promises which he will make 
to you will need no other ratification on my part than those which my 
physical force demands, and which the nature of the profession makes 
necessarily to depend upon the military or naval force which is in 
operation. 

A minister so happy as to have hail the glory of signing the treaty 
which unites two powers whose interests are so intimately connected 
will preserve the most important influence upon my further designs. 
The escort which conducts him, that by which the king sends back to 
the United States his excellency, Silas Deaue, is, undoubtedly, the 
most brilliant whicii has ever accompanied ambassadors. I dare hope 
that it will prove useful to the mutual interest of the two nations, 
4L WH — VOL 11 
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That will be the happiest moment of iny life in which I shall be able 
to contribute to it in anything. I shall, at the same time, fulfill my duty 
as an officer charged with the orders of his majesty, and I shall satisfy 
my principles and my iutsli nation as ail individual. 
I have the honor to be, etc. 

Estaing. 

P. S. — Permit me to recommend to the favor of Congress Messrs. John 
Nicholson, Elias Johnson, and Henry Johnson. Mr. Nicholson pre- 
served the ship Tonnant, which is the second in the squadron, and Mr. 
Elias Johnson conducted himself with the greatest zeal and the greatest 
bravery on board the frigate Engageante in the engagement in which 
she took the privateer Rose, in the Chesapeake Bay. 



Adams to Lovell.* 

Passy, July 9, 1778. 

My Deab Friend: I had yesterday the honor of receiving the dis- 
patches from Congress, which were sent by the Saratoga from Balti- 
more, arived at Nantes, convoyed in by the Boston, Captain Tucker 
(who was returning from a short cruise, and who has sent in four prizes), 
and those by the Spy, from New London, arrived at Brest, and the in- 
expressible pleasure of your private letters hy the same vessels. You 
acquaint me that you had written to me eight or nine times, which has 
given me some anxiety, as these letters are the tirst I have received 
from you or from any member of Cougress since my arrival in France. 

The ratification of the treaty gives universal joy to this court and 
nation, who seem to be sincerely aud deeply rejoiced at this connection 
between the two countries. 

There is no declaration of war as yet at London or Versailles, but 
the ships of the two nations are often fighting at sea, and there is not 
the smallest doubt but war will be declared, unless Britain should 
miraculously have wisdom given her to make a treaty with the Congress 
bke that which France has made. Spain has not made a treaty ; but 
be not deceived nor intimidated ; all is safe in that quarter. 

The unforeseen dispute in Bavaria has made the Empress Queen and 
King of Prussia cautious of quarreling with Great Britain, because her 
connection with a number of the German princes, whose aid each of 
those potentates is soliciting, makes her friendship, or at least her neu- 
trality, in the German war of importance to each. But this will do no 
hurt to America, 

You have drawn so many bills of exchange upon us and sent us so 
many frigates, every one of which costs us a large .sum of money, so many 
merchandises and munitions of war have been sent, whether arrived or 

* 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 543. 
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not, and we expect so many more drafts upon ns, that I assure you I 
am very uneasy concerning our finances here. We are laboring to hire 
money, and have some prospect of success, but I am afraid not for 
such sums as will be wanted. 

Let me entreat you to omit no opportunity of writing to me ; send 
me all the newspapers, journals, etc. ; and believe me your friend and 
servant. 

John Adams. 



Dcane to the President of Congress. " 

Delaware Bay, July 10, 1778. 

Sm: I have now the pleasure of acquainting your excellency of my 
arrival here yesterday, on board the Languedoc, commanded by his ex- 
cellency Count d'Estaing, with a fleet of twelve sail of the line and 
four frigates. We sailed from Toulon the 10th of April last. 1 pre- 
sume, therefore, that I have no intelligence from Europe so late as 
what you must be possessed of already. Finding that the enemy had 
escaped, the admiral resolved instantly to pursue them to. New York, 
and will sail this morning for that port, but he has no pilot. If, there- 
fore, pilots can be sent to meet him on his arrival, it will be of the ut-' 
most service to the expedition. I shall embark this afternoon, in com- 
pany with his excellency Monsieur Gerard, for Philadelphia, and hope 
soon to have the honor of paying my respects to your excellency and 
the honorable Congress in person, and to congratulate you on the late 
glorious events. I have sent Commodore Nicholson express, who can 
inform you of our situation. Permit me to recommend him as an active, 
spirited officer, to whom the admiral has been much obliged by his serv- 
ices during our passage. 

I have the honor to be, with the most profound respect, your excel- 
lency's most obedient and very bumble servant, 

Silas Deane. 

P. S. — His excellency the admiral desires that, on the arrival of the 
pilots at the Hook, where they will find his fleet, they would make a 
signal with a white flag, either on board their boat, if they have one, 
or from the shore, formed in a triangle. Monsieur Chouen, who will" 
wait on you with a letter from the admiral, sets out suddenly, and may 
want money to bear his expenses on his further journey. Monsieur 
Gerard desires he may be supplied on his account with any sum to the 
amount of twenty thousand livres. 



" MSS. Dop. oi State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Etiv. Corr., 90. 
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Resolves of Congress respecting the Count d'Estaiug's letter and the recep- 
tion of M. Gerard. * 

In Congress, July 11, 1778. 

Resolved, Tbafc General Washington be informed by the President 
that it is the desire of Congress that he cooperate with the Count 
d'Estaing, commander of a French squadron now on the coast of North 
America, and proceeding to New York, in the execution of such offeu- 
sive operations against the enemy as they shall mutually approve. 

His most Christian majesty the King of Frauce having thought 
proper to send on the coasts a powerful fleet, in order to cooperate 
with the forces of these States in the reduction of the British army and 
navy — 

Resolved, That General Washington be empowered to call on the 
States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, New York, New Jersey, or such of them as ho shall judge 
proper, for such aids of their militia as he shall think requisite for car- 
rying on his operations, in concert with Count d'Estaing, commander 
of the French fleet; and that it be earnestly recommended to the above 
mentioned to exert themselves in forwardiDg the force which may be 
required of them with the utmost dispatch. 

Resolved, That the marine committee be directed to order the com- 
missioners of the navy to the* eastward to fit out as many Continental 
frigates and armed vessels as possible, with the utmost dispatch, to 
join the French squadron in their operations against the enemy. 

Ordered, That the board of war take measures for providing a 
suitable house for the accommodation of M. Gerard ; and that they 
give the necessary orders for receiving M. Gerard with proper honor 
on his arrival. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to wait on M. Ge- 
rard on his arrival, and conduct him to his lodgings. 

The members chosen : Mr. Hancock, Mr. Leo, Mr, Drayton, Mr. 
Boberdeau, and Mr. Duer. 

Next morning the committee went to Chester to meet M. Gerard, 
who received them on board the frigate. In going on board they were 
saluted with fifteen guns. They then went on shore and waited on 
him to Philadelphia, and conducted him to General Arnold's headquar- 
ters, where a dinner was provided for him and his suit, and a number 
of the members of Congress. Before dinner he waited on the President. 

On Tuesday he delivered to the President sundry papers to be laid 
before Congress, t desiring to know in what capacity Congress were 
willing to receive him ; whether as minister plenipotentiary or resident, 
intimating that in whatever quality he was received, it would be ex- 
pected that the commissioners from the States at the court of Frauce 
should be vested with the same. 

*MSS. Dep. of State; 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 559. 
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Franklin to Hartley.* 

Passy, July 13, 1778. 
Dear Sir: Enclosed is the list of our prisoners, which by an accident 
was long in corning to us. There arc supposed to be about fifteen more 
remaining in the hospital, whose names we have not yet obtained, and 
about as many who, being recovered of their wounds, have been suffered 
to go home to England. If yon continue in the opinion of making the 
exchange at Calais, you will send us the papers necessary to secure the 
vessel that shall transport the men from the ports where they are to 
that place against capture; as the marching them thither would be at- 
tended with great inconveniences, and many of them might desert on 
the way from an apprehension of being put on board men-of-war on 
their arrival in England. 



Sartine to the Commissioners. 
[Translation." ] 

Versailles, July 14, 1778. 
Gentlemen: Notwithstanding the precautions which I have taken 
to supply the inhabitants of the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon with 
provisions for their subsistence, who in their present circumstances 
can receive very small or no succors from the commerce with France, 
it may happen that the intervention of one or more of the vessels sent 
to those islands with provisions may reduce the people to great distress, 
and it will be too late to apply a remedy after the knowledge of the 
event shall reach us. I have thought that, in case of pressing neces- 
sity, we might count on supplies from the United States of America, 
and have indicated the same to the administrators of the islands of St. 
Pierre and Miquelon. It will be highly agreeable to his majesty if you 
should concur in this opinion, and do what may be iu your power to 
procure such succors, by recommending to the United States, and par- 
ticularly to the government of Boston, to induce the fitting out of ex- 
peditions to those" isles, for the purpose of taking provisions to the 
inhabitants and supplying their wants. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Sartine. 



Gerard to the President of Congress. 

[Translation,*] 

Philadelphia, July 14, 1778. 
Sir: His excellency the Count d'Estaing, vice-admiral of Prance, 
commander of the squadron of the King, being desirous to procure for 
the armed vessels, whether public or private, of the United States, the 

*MSS. Dep. of State; 6 Bigelow'a FranMin, 197. 

i 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 394. 
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means of availing themselves of the operations of thla Bqtiailroti, m 
order to take prizes from tbe common enemy, tlie undersigned has the 
honor to inform Congress that all their armed vessels will enjoy the 
most extended protection of the squadron of his Most Christian Majesty, 
and that the prizes which they may be able to take will belong entirely 
to them. He leaves it to the wisdom of Congress to fix upon the means 
of deriving from this arrangement the advantage from which it is sus- 
ceptible. The American vessels which shall apply to his excellency 
the vice-admiral will receive the signals which will be necessary ; and 
the undersigned will successively communicate them to Congress, that 
information of them may be given to those who shall sail from the 
ports. He relies on the prudence of Congress in relation to the meas- 
ures necessary to insure success iu this matter. 

Gerard. 



Gerard to the President of Congress.* 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia, July 14, 1778. 

SiE: The squadron which the king, my master, has sent, in order to 
act in concert with the United States against the common enemy, hav- 
ing taken some prisoners during its passage, the keeping of whom on 
board of the vessels would be embarrassing and even dangerous, the 
undersigned requests the Congress of the said United States to have 
the goodness to cause these prisoners, as well as those whom the king's 
squadron shall be able to take in the course of its operations, to be 
received, to cause provision to be made for their safekeeping and sub- 
sistence, iu the same manner as that which it makes use of for its owu 
prisoners, and to hold them at the disposal of the king, and subject to 
the orders of his excellency the Count d'Bstaing, vice-admiral of France 
and commander of his majesty's squadron. 

The undersigned will take care to cause all the expenses incurred on 
this occasion to be reimbursed at certain periods in such manner as the 
Congress shall be pleased to point out.t 

Gerard. 

• MSS. Dep. of State; 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 561. 

t Congress took iuto consideration the memorial respecting prisoners, and thereupon 
" Ileisohed, That all prisoners taken, or which may he taken, hy the fiqnatlron i>f his 
most Christian majesty, under the command of the Count d'Estaing, vice admiral of 
France, ha received by tbe commissary- general of prisoners, and that ho provide for 
tbeir safe custody and subsistence in like manner as has been nsual for the prisoners 
of these States. That be make monthly returns of all prisoners which shall be hy hiin 
so received to the board of war. That be make monthly returns to tbe treasury of 
the accounts of all moneys expended for the purposes aforesaid, and that the prisoners 
he held at tbe disposal of his most Christian majesty, and subject to the orders of his 
excellency Count d'Estaing. 

"Ordered, That the paper relative to the encouragement given hy the Count 
d'Estaing to American armed vcuscls, whether public or private, be published." — 
Sparks. 



JULY Ui, 1778. 



64? 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Sartine." 

PASSY, July 16, 1778. 

Sir : Wc have the honor of your excellency's letter of the 14tli in- 
stant. We shall embrace the first opportunity of writing to Congress 
and to the government of the Massachusetts Bay, and enclosing copies 
of your excellency's letter to us, which we are persuaded will have the 
most powerful influence with them to exert themselves, and to recom- 
mend to their fellow-citizens to engage in expeditions for the relief of 
the inhabitants of St. Pierre and Miguel on. There is not the smallest 
donbt of their ability to supply the wants of their friends at those 
places, provided the British men of- war should be withdrawn from the 
Halifax and Newfoundland stations. But if there should remain as 
many ships of war on those stations as there have been for the last 
two years, the difficulty will be very great. 

We bave the honor to enclose to your excellency a copy of a letter 
just received from Mr. Scbweighauser, whereby your excellency will 
see the difficulties that still embarrass our frigates in relation to their 
prizes. We entreat your excellency's further attention to the subject, 
that orders may be given for the relief of our officers and men from 
these embarrassments. 

We have the honor to request yonr excellency's attention to another 
snbject, that of the British prisoners made by our frigates, the Provi- 
dence, the Boston, and the Ranger, and alt others in future. As it is 
necessary for these frigates forthwith to. proceed to sea, and as we have 
some hopes of an exchange of prisoners in Europe, we request your 
excellency that we may have leave to confine them in your prisons, to 
be maintained there at our expense until exchanged or sent by us to 
America, and that your excellency would give the necessary directions 
accordingly. 

We have the honor to be, with respect, your excellency's, etc., 

B. Franklin, 
Arthur Letc, 
John Adams. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to the Council of Massachusetts Bay.t 

Passy, July 1C, 1778. 
May it please your honors, we have the honor to enclose a copy of 
a letter just received from M. de Sartine, the minister of state for the 
marine of this kingdom, in answer to which we have had the honor to 
assure his excellency that we would embrace the first opportunity of 
communicating it to your honors. We have not the smallest doubts 
of the good inclinations of the people in America to supply the neces- 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 29G, 1 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 296. 
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sities of tlieir friends in Si Pierre and Miquelon, nor of the abilities of 
those in the Northern States to do it effectually, provided, the British 
men of-war are withdrawn from the Halifax and Newfoundland stati ns, 
and perhaps it may be done, notwithstanding the dangers of men-of- 
war. We hope, however, it will be attempted. There is no doubt but 
a good price may be obtained, at the same time that an acceptable act 
of friendship and of humanity will be performed. 

We have the honor to request that this letter and its enclosure may 
be laid before the general court, and that such measures may be takeu 
as their wisdom shall dictate to tfie accomplishment of so desirable a 
purpose. 

We have the h .:or to be, etc., 

B. Franklin, 
Arthur Lee, 
John Adams. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Vergenues." 

Passv, July 17, 177S. 
Sir: We herewith communicate to your excellency a resolution of 
Congress, relative to the treaties, which we request may be laid before 
the king. Thereby his majesty will perceive the unfeigned sentiments 
of that body, as well as the whole American people, whose hearts the 
king has gained by his great henevolence towards them, manifested in 
these treaties, which has made so deep an impression on their minds 
that no time will efface it. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin, 
Arthur Lee, 
Juiin Adams. 



A. Lee to d'Aranda.t 

Mr. Lee presents? his respects to his excellency Count c!' A ran da, and 
begs he will have the goodness to forward the packet ;id dressed to 
Count de Florida Blanca, which he has tho honor of enclosing htm, and 
which is on business of the last importance, by the first opportunity to 
his court. 



* I Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 296. 
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A. Lee to Florida B hint: a 

Paris, July is, 1778. 

Sib: I have the honor of transmitting to your excellency the enclosed 
resolutions of Congress, t with my most earnest prayer that tbey may 
be laid immediately before the king. Nothing but the uncommon exi- 
gency of the present war, attended with such peculiar circumstances 
with regard to the United States, would prevail upon them to press so 
much upon his majesty's goodness. That necessity must also plead my 
pardon for entreating your excellency to let me have as early an answer 
as possible. As the United States have the highest confidence in the 
friendship of the king, they promise themselves that his goodness will 
afford this loan as a relief to their most urgent distresses. Witb 
regard to the interest for the quantum of that, they refer themselves 
to his majesty's justice. Five per cent, is legal interest with them, but 
I am authorized to give six if his majesty should desire it. 

This interest will be most punctually paid; and they will neglect no 
means of liquidating the principal, if desired, sooner than the stipu- 
lated time, which will be easily accomplished, when peace or some other 
employment of the enemy's navy than that of preying upon their trade 
will permit the export of their produce to European markets. 

Your excellency will perceive that this loan is appropriated to sink- 
ing the paper money which necessity obliged Congress to issue. An 
infant and unprepared people, compelled to defend themselves against 
an old, opulent, powerful, and well-appointed nation, were driven to 
this resource of issuing paper. Tbey were to create armies and navies, 
to fortify towns, erect forts, defend rivers, and establish governments, 
besides the immense expense of maintaining a war, that pressed them 
powerfully on all sides. For these purposes they had neither funds 

• t Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., G0& 

t"lN CoNGitKss, December?!, 1777. 

"The great quantity of paper money issued to defray the necessary expenses of the 
war having at length become so considerable as to endanger its credit, and Congress 
apprehending that the slow operation of taxes may not be adequate to the preven- 
tion of an evil so pernicious in its consequences, and as experience proves that the 
method of paying the interest by bills on France does not lill the loan office so fast 
as the urgent calls of war demand, 

"Resolved, That the commissioners at the courts of France and Spain be directed 
to exert their utmost endeavors to obtain a loan of two millions sterling ou the faith 
of the United States, for a term not less thau ten years, with permission, if practica- 
ble, to pay the same sooner if it shall be agreeable to these States, giving twelve 
months' previous notice to the lender of such intention to return the luouey. That 
the commissioners be instructed to consider the money hereby directed to be bor- 
rowed as a fund to be applied, unless Congress direct otherwise, solely to the pur- 
pose of answering such drafts as Congress shall make for the purpose of lessening the 
sum of paper money in circulation. 

"That iu order more effectually to answer the good purposes intended by this plan, 
the commissioners be also instructed to keep as secret as the nature of the thing will 
admit whatever loan they shall be able to obtain for this purpose on account of the 
United States."— SrAHKS. 
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established, taxes imposed, specie in their country, nor commerce to 
introduce it. In this exigency paper money was their only resource, 
and not having been able hitherto for the same reasons to redeem it, 
the depreciation which necessarily followed threatens the total destruc- 
tion of their credit, and consequeutly their only means of maintaining 
their independence. 

In this distress their hope is fixed upon his majesty, and I most 
earnestly beseech your excellency so to represent our situation to the 
Ling as may move his royal beuevolence to furnish the relief, which 
will raise an everlasting tribute of gratitude in the minds of the peo- 
ple of tbe United States. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, your excellency's 
most obedient, etc. 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to the President of Congress." 

Passy, July 20, 1778. 

Sm: We have the honor to inform Congress tbat the spy, Captain 
Nyles, has arrived at Brest, and brought us a ratification of the treaties 
with his most Christian majesty, which has given much satisfaction to 
tliis court and nation. On the 17th iustaut we had tbe houor of ex- 
changing ratifications witli bis excellency the Count de Vergennes. 
Tbe treaties, ratified, sigued by his majesty, and under tbe great seal 
of Prance, are now in our possession, where perhaps, considering the 
dauger of enemies at sea, it will be safest to let them remain for tbe 
present. Copies of them we shall have the honor to transmit to Con- 
gress by this opportunity. 

War is not yet declared between France and England by either 
nation, but hostilities at sea have been already commenced by both, 
snd as the French fleet from Brest, under the command of the Count 
d'Orvilliers, and the British fleet, under Admiral Keppel, are botb at 
sea, we are in hourly expectation of a rencontre between them. The 
Jamaica fleet, the Windward Island fleet, and a small fleet from the 
Mediterranean have arrived at London, whieh has enabled them to 
obtain, by means of a violent impress, perhaps a thousand or fifteen 
hundred seamen, wbich will man two or three ships more, in the whole 
making Admiral Keppel's fleet somewhat nearer to an equality with 
the French. In the mean time the Spanish flotilla has arrived, but 
tbe councils of tbat court are kept in a secrecy so profound that we 
presume not to say with confidence what are her real intentions. We 
continue, however, to receive from various quarters eucon raging assur- 
ances, and from the situation of tbe powers of Europe it seems highly 
probably that Spain will join France in case of war. 



* MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Spaiku' Dip. linv. Corr., i!97, with verbal changes; 7 John 
Adams' works, 18. 
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A war in Germany, between the Emperor and King: of Prussia, seems 
to be inevitable, and it is affirmed that the latter has marched bis army 
into Bohemia, so that we apprehend that America has atpresent nothing 
to fear from Germany. We are doing all in our power to obtain a loan 
of money, and have a prospect of procuring some in Amsterdam, but 
not in such quantities as will be wanted. We are constrained to re- 
quest Congress to be as sparing as possible in their drafts upon us. 
The drafts already made, together with the great expense arising from 
the frigates which have been sent here, together with the expenses of 
the commissioners, the maintenance of your ministers for Vienna and 
Tuscany, and of prisoners who have made their escape, and the amount 
of clothes and munitions of war already scut to America, are such that 
we are under great apprehensions that our funds will not be sufficient 
to answer t he drafts which we daily expect for the interest of loan-office 
certificates, as well as those from Mr. Bingham. 

We have the honor to enclose copy of a letter from M. de Sartine, the 
minister of marine, and to request the attention of Congress to the sub- 
ject of it. 

We are told in several letters from the honorable committee for 
foreign affairs that we shall receive instructions and authority for 
giving up, on our part, the whole of the eleventh article of the treaty, 
proposing it as a condition to the court of France that they, on their 
part, should give up the whole of the twelfth. But, unfortunately, 
these instructions and authority were omitted to be sent with the let- 
ters, and we have not yet received them. At the time of the exchange 
of the ratifications we mentioned this subject to the Count de Ver- 
gennes, aud gave him an extract of the committee's letter. His answer 
to us was that the alteration would be readily agreed to, and he ordered 
his secretary not to register the ratification till it was done. We there- 
fore request that we maybe honored with the instructions and authority 
of Congress to set aside the two articles as soon as possible, aud while 
the subject, is fresh in memory. 

The letter to M. Dumas* is forwarded, and, in answer to the commit- 
tee's inquiry, what is proper for Congress to do for that gentleman, we 
beg leave to say that his extreme activity and diligence in negotiating 
our affairs, and his punctuality in his correspondence with Congress, 
as welt as with us, and his usefulness to our cause in several other ways 
not at present proper to be explained, give him, in our opinion, a good 
title to two hundred pounds sterling a year, at least. 

The other things mentioned in the committee's letter to as shall be 
attendee! to as soon as possible. We have received also the resolution 
of Congress of 9th February, and the letter of the committee of the 
same date, empowering us to appoint one or more suitable persons as 
commercial agents, for conducting the commercial business of the 

* Private agent for Americau affairs in Holland. 
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United States in France and other parts of Europe. But as th is power 
was given ns before Congress received the treaty, and we have never 
received it but with the ra tin" cation of the treaty, and as by the treaty 
Congress is empowered to appoint consuls in the ports of France, pel- 
haps it may be expected from us that we should wait for the appoint 
ment of consuls. At present Mr. John Bon field, of Bordeaux, aud Mr. 
J. D, Schweighauser, at Nantes, both by the appointment of Mr. Wil- 
liaui Lee, are the only persons authorized as commercial agents. If we 
should find it expedient to give appointments to any other persons be- 
fore we hear from Congress, we will send information of it by the first 
opportunity. If Congress should think proper to appoint consuls, we 
are humbly of opinion that the choice will fall most justly as well as 
naturally on Americans, who are, in our opinion, better qualified for 
this business than any others, and the reputation of such an office, 
together with a moderate commission on the business they may trans- 
act and the advantages to be derived from trade, will be a sufficient 
inducement to undertake it, and a sufficient reward for discharging the 
duties of it. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin, 
Arthur Lee, 
John Adams. 



THE PCNCTIONS OF CONSULS, 

Are to maintain in their department the privileges of their nation according to 
treaties. 

To have inspection and jurisdiction, as well civil as criminal, over all the subjects 
of their Slates who happen to be in their department, and particularly over commerce 
and merchants. 

This sort of commission is not given but to persons of above thirty years of age. 

Those appointed should cause their powers to be registered iu the nearest court of 
admiralty, and in the chamber of commerce, if there is one, near the place of tbei» 
residence. 

On hie arrival there, he should publish his powers in the assembly of merchants of 
his country happening to he there at the time, and put them on the records of the 
consulate. 

When there is any tjuestion that affects the general affairs of the commerce of his 
nation, he ought to convoke all the merchants and masters of vesselt of his nation 
theu in the place, who are obliged to attend, under penalty, according to the resolu- 
tions taken in these assemblies; the consul issues orders which ought to be executed, 
and of which he should send copies every three months to the lieutenant-general of 
the nearest admiralty and chamber of commerce. 

The jurisdiction of consuls extends to several objects, for he not only supplies the 
place of a court of admiralty, but also of a common court of justice. 

In civil matters the judgments are to ho executed, provisional security being given 
for the sum adjudged ; in criminal matters definitively and without appeal, if given 
with two of the principal merchants of his country assisting, except where corporal 
punishment appertains to the crime, in which case the process and proofs are to he 
drawn up by the consul, and sent with the erimiual by the first vessel of the nation 
to be judged by the [trope r authority in the first port ^hereof where he arrives. 
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The consul may also oblige any of bis nation to depart, if they behave scandalously ; 
ami captains are obliged to take them, under a penalty. 

If the consul has any difference with tbo merchants of the place, the parties are to 
appear in the nest court of admiralty, and the cause is to be there adjudged. 

The consul lias a clerk, who keeps an office, iu which all the acts of the consulate 
are registered. He names also the officers who execute his precepts, and takes their 
oatbs. If war happens, the coustits retire. 



Ceremonial of admitting the French minister to Congress.* 

In Congress, July 20, 1778. 

Resolved, That the ceremonial for :i minister plenipotentiary or envoy 
shall be as follows : 

When a minister plenipotentiary or envoy shall arrive within any 
of the United States, he shall receive at all places where there are 
guards, sentries, or the like, such military honors as are paid to a gen- 
eral officer of the second rank in the armies of the United States. 

When he shall arrive at a place iu which Congress shall be, he shall 
wait upon the President and deliver his credentials, or a copy thereof. 
Two members of Congress shall then be deputed to wait upon him and 
inform him where and when he shall receive audience of Congress. 

At the time be is to receive his audience the two members shall again 
wait upon him in a coach belonging to the States, and the person first 
named of two shall return with the minister plenipotentiary or envoy 
in the coach, giving the minister the right hand, and placing himself 
on the left, with the other member on the front seat. 

When the minister plenipotentiary or envoy is arrived at the door 
of the Congress hall, he shall be introduced to his chair by the two 
members, who shall stand at his left hand. Then the member first 
named shall present and announce him to the President and the House, 
whereupon he shall bow to the President and Congress, and they to 
him. He and the President shall then again bow to each other and be 
seated, after which the House shall sit down. 

Having spoken, and being answered, the minister and the President 
shall bow to each other, at which time the House shall ww, and then 
he shall be conducted home in the manner iu which he was brought to 
the House. 

Those who shall wait upon the minister shall inform him that if in 
any audience he shall choose to speak on matters of business, it will be 
necessary previously to deliver in writing to the President what he in- 
tends to say at the audience, and if he shall not incline thereto, it will, 
from the constitution of Congress, be impracticable for him to receive 
an immediate answer. 

The style of address to Congress shall be, "Gentlemen of the Con 
gress." 

*MSS. Dep. of State; 5 Sparks' Dip, Eev. Corr,, 563, 
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All speeches or communications in writing may, if the public minister 
choose it, be in the language of their respective countries, and all re- 
plies or answers shall be in the lauguage of the United States. 

After the audience the members of Congress shall be first visited by 
the minister plenipotentiary or envoy. 

July 30, 

Resolved, That Thursday next be assigned for giving audience to the 
honorable M. Gerard, minister plenipotentiary from his most Christian 
majesty. 

August 5, 

Resolved, That when the minister is introduced to his chair by the 
two members he shall sit down. 

His secretary shall then deliver to the President the letters of his 
sovereign, which shall be read and translated by the secretary of Con- 
gress. Then the minister shall be announced; at which time the Pres- 
dent, the House, and the minister shall rise together. The minister 
shall then bow to the Presideut and the House, and they to him. The 
minister and the President shall then bow to each other and be seated ; 
after which the House shall sit down. The minister shall deliver his 
speech standing, the President aud the House shall sit while the min- 
ister is delivering his speech. 

The House shall rise, and the Presideut shall deliver the answer 
standing. The minister shall stand while the President delivers the 
answer. 

Having suoken, and being answered, the minister and the President 
shall bow to each other, at which time the House shall bow, and then 
(lie minister shall be conducted home- in the manner in which he was 
brought to the House. 

Resolved, That the door of the Congress chamber be open during the 
audience to be given to the minister plenipotentiary of his most Chris- 
tian majesty. 

That the delegates of Pennsylvania be requested to inform the vice- 
president, the supreme executive council, and the speaker and assem- 
bly of the said State that the minister plenipotentiary of his most 
Christian majesty the king of France will receive his audience of Con- 
gress at 12 o'clock to-morrow, when the doors of the chamber will be 
opened. 

That each member of Congress may give two tickets for the admit- 
tance of other persons to the audience, aud that no other persons ex- 
cept those specified in the foregoing resolution be admitted without 
such a ticket signed by the members appointed to introduce the min- 
ister to the Congress. 

Thursday, August 6. 
According to order, the Hon. M. Gerard was introduced to an audi- 
ence by two members of Congress, and beiug seated, bis secretary de- 
livered to the President a letter from his most Christian majesty, 
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directed "To our very dear and great friends and allies the President 
and members of the general Cougress of the United States," iu the 
words following ; 
[See this letter dated March 28, 1778, supra.] 

The minister was then announced to the House, whereupon he arose 
and addressed Cougress in a speech which, when he had finished, his 
secretary delivered in writing to the President, and is as follows: 

[Translation.] 

" Gentlemen : The connections which the king my master has 
formed with the United States of America are so agreeable to him, 
that he has been un willing to delay sending me to reside near you to 
uuite them more closely. His majesty will be gratified to learn that the 
sentiments which are manifested on this occasion justify the confidence 
with which the zeal and the character of the deputies of the United 
States in Prance, the wisdom and the firmness which have directed 
your resolutions, together with the courage and the constancy which 
the people have displayed, have inspired him. You know, gentlemen, 
that this confidence has laid the foundation of the truly friendly and 
disinterested plan upon which his majesty has treated with the United 
States. 

"It has not rested with him that his engagements could not secure 
your independence and your tranquillity without the further effusion 
of blood, and without aggravating the miseries of mankind, of which 
it is his whole ambition to secure the happiness; but the hostile dis- 
positions and resolutions of the common enemy having given a present 
force, positive, permanent, and indissoluble to engagements wholly 
eventual, the king my master has thought that the two allies should 
occupy themselves only with the means of fulfilling them in the man- 
ner the most useful to the common cause, and of the most effect in ob- 
taining peace, which \a the object of the alliance. It is in conformity 
with this principle that his majesty has hastened to send you a power- 
ful assistance. You owe it, gentlemen, to his friendship, to the sincere 
interest which he takes iu the welfare of the United States, and to the 
desire which he has of concurring effectually in securing your peace 
and your prosperity on honorable and firm foundations. He hopes, 
moreover, that the principles adopted by the Governments will contrib- 
ute to extend the connections which the mutual interest of the respec- 
tive nations had already begun to form between them. The principal 
point of my instructions is to make the interests of Prance and those 
of the United States keep pace together. 1 flatter myself that my past 
conduct in affairs which interest them has already convinced you that 
I have no more earnest desire than that of executing my instructions 
in such a manner as to deserve the confidence of Congress, the friend- 
ship of its members, and the esteem of all the citizens." 
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To this speech the President returned the following answer: 
"Sir: The treaties between his most Christian majesty and the 
United States of America so fully demonstrate his wisdom and mag. 
nauiinity as to command the reverence of all nations. The virtuous 
citizens of America in particular can never forget his beneficent at- 
tention to their violated rights, nor cease to acknowledge the hand of 
a gracious Providence in raising for them so powerful and illustrious a 
friend. It is the hope and the opinion of Congress that the confidence 
his majesty reposes in the firmness of these States will receive addi- 
tional strength from every day's experience. 

"This assembly are convinced, sir, that had ifc rested solely with the 
most Christian king, not only the independence of these States would 
have been universally ackuowledged, but their tranquillity fully estab- 
lished; we lament that lust of domination which gave birth to the 
present war and has prolonged and extended tlie miseries of mankind. 
We ardently wish to sheathe the sword and spare the further effusion 
of blood ; but we are determined, by every means in our power, to ful- 
fill those eventual engagements which have accpiired positive and per- 
manent force from the hostile designs and measures of the common 
enemy. 

"Congress have reason to believe that the .assistance so wisely and 
generously sent will hring Great Britain to a sense of justice and mod- 
eration, promote the interests of France and America, and secure peace 
and tranquillity on the most firm and honorable foundation. Neither 
can it be doubted that those who administer the powers of government 
within the several States of this Union will cement that connection wil h 
the subjects of France, the beneficent effects of which have already 
been so sensibly felt. 

"Sir, from the experience we have had of your exertions to promote 
the true interests of our country aa well as your own, it is with the 
highest satisfaction Congress receive as the first minister from liis most 
Christiau majesty a gentleman whose past conduct affords a happy 
presage that he will merit the confidence of this body, the friendship of 
its members, and the esteem of the citizens of America." 

The secretary of Congress delivered to the minister a copy of the 
foregoing speech, dated "In Congress, August 6, 1778," and signed 
"Henry Laurens, President." Whereupon the minister withdrew, and 
was conducted home in the manner in which he was brought to the 
House. 



Franklin to Lo veil." 

PASSY, July 22, 1788. 
SrR : I received your favor of May 15, and was glad to find that 
mine of December 25 had come to hand. Mr. Deane's brother writes 
it was not signed, which was an accidental omission. Mr. Deane is 

*MSS. Dep. of State; 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Curr., 39; 6 Bigelow'a Franklin, VJS. 
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himself, I liope, with you long before this time, ami I doubt uot every 
prejudice against him is removed-. It was uofc alone upon the proceed- 
ings of Co tigress that 1 formed my opinion that such prejudiees existed. 
I am glad to understand that opinion was groundless, and that he is 
likely to come back with honor in the commission to Holland, where 
matters are already so ripe for his operations that he can uot fail (with 
his abilities) of being useful. 

You mention former letters of feho committee, by which we might 
have seen the apprehensious of the resentment of foreign officers, etc. 
Those letters never came to hand. And we, on our part, are amazed 
to hear that the committee had had no line from us for near a year, 
during which we had written, I believe, five or six long and particular 
letters, and had made it a rule to send triplicates of each, and to re- 
place those that we happened to hear were lost, so that of some there 
were five copies sent; and as I hear that Captain Young is arrived, 
who had some of them, 1 think it probable that one of each, at least, 
must have come to your hands before this time. Mr. Deane's informa- 
tion, however, may supply the want of them, whose arrival, as he went 
with a strong squadron of men-of-war, is more likely than that of this 
vessel, or any other single one by which we might send more copies. 

The affair with SI. de Beaumarchais will be best settled by his as- 
sistance after his return. We find it recommended to us, but we know 
too little of it to be able to do it well without him. 

There has been some inaccuracy in sending us the last dispatches of 
the committee. Two copies of the contract with M. Francy and the 
invoices came by the same vessel, Captain Niles. And though one of 
your letters mentions sending enclosed a resolution of Congress rela- 
tive to two articles of the treaty, that resolution is not come to hand. 
There are circumstances in the affair of those articles that make them, 
in my opinion, of no consequence if they stand, while the proposing to 
abrogate them has an uupleasing appearance, as it looks like a desire 
of having it in our power to make that commercial kind of war which 
no honest state can begin, which no good friend or neighbor ever did 
or will begin, which has always beeu considered as an act of hostility 
that provoked, as well as justified, reprisals, and has generally pro- 
duced such as rendered the first project as unprofitable as it was un- 
just. Commerce among nations, as well as between private persons, 
should be fair and equitable, by equivalent exchanges and mutual sup- 
plies. The taking unfair advantage of a neighbor's necessities, though 
attended with temporary success, always breeds bad blood. To lay 
duties on a commodity exported, which our neighbors want, is a knavish 
attempt to get something for nothing. The statesman who first in- 
vented it had the genius of a pickpocket, and would have been a pick- 
pocket if fortune had suitably placed him. The nations who have 
practiced it have suffered fourfold, as pickpockets ought to suffer. 
Savoy, by a duty on exported wines, lost the trade of Switzerland, 
42 WH— VOL II 
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which thenceforth raised its own wine ; and (to waive other instances) 
Britain, by ber duty on exported tea, has lost tbe trade of her Colo- 
nies. But as we produce no commodity that is peculiar to our country, 
and which may not be obtained elsewhere, the discouraging the eon- 
.sumption of ours by duties on exportation, and thereby encouraging a 
rivalskip from other nations in the porta we trade to, is absolute folly, 
which, indeed, is mixed more or less with all knavery. For my own 
part, if my protest were of any consequence, I should protest against 
our ever doing it, even by way of reprisal. It is a meanness with 
which I would not dirty the conscience or character of my country. 

The objections stated against the last of the two articles had all beeu 
made and considered here, and were sent, I imagine, from hence by 
one who is offended that they were not thought of weight sufficient to 
stop the signing of the treaty till the king should, in another council, 
reconsider those articles ; and after agreeing to omit them, order new 
copies to be drawn, though all was then ready engrossed on parchment 
as before settled. I did not think the articles of much consequence, 
but I thought it of consequence that no delay should be given to the 
signing of the treaty after it was ready. But if I had known that those 
objections would have been sent to the committee I should have sent 
the answers they received, which had been satisfactory to all the com- 
missioners when the treaty was settled, and until the mind of one* of 
them was altered by the opinion of two other persons.t It is now too 
late to send those answers. But I wish for the future, if such a case 
should again happen, that Congress would acquaint their commission- 
ers with such partial objections, and hear their reasons before they de- 
termine that they have done wrong. In the meantime this only to yon 
in private; it will be of no use to communicate it, as the resolutions of 
Congress will probably be received aud executed before this letter 
comes to hand. 

Speaking of commissioners in the plural puts me iu mind of inquir- 
ing if it can be the intention of Congress to keep three commissioners at 
this court; we have indeed four with the gentleman intended forTuscany, 
who continues here, and is very angry that he was not consulted iu 
making the treaty, which he could have mended in several particulars, 
and perhaps he is angry with some reason, if the instructions to him 
do, as he says they do, require us to consult 1dm. We shall soon have 
a fifth for the envoy to Vienna not being received there is, I hear, re- 
turning hither. Tbe necessary expense of maintaining us all is, I as- 
sure you, enormously great. I wish that the utility may equal it. I 
imagine every one of us spends nearly as much as Lord Stormont did. 
It is true he left behind him the character of a niggard, and when the 

'Arthur Lee. See bin letter to Izard, January 88, 1778, and to Franklin and 
Dearie, January 1778, wpro. 

tRalph Izard and William Lee, See Mr, Izard's letter lo Franklin, January 28, 
1778, snjira. 
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advertisement appeared for the sale of bis household goods, all Parii 
laughed at an article of it, perhaps very innocently expressed, " Une 
grande quantite da Huge de table, qui n'a jamais serri." " Cela est trds 
vraisemblable," say they, 1 ■ car il n'a jamais donnS a manger." Bat R8 to 
our Dumber, whatever advantage there might he in the joint counsels 
of three for framing and adjusting the articles of the treaty, there eau 
be none in managing the common business of a resident here. On the 
contrary, all the advantages in negotiation that result from secrecy of 
sentiment and uniformity in expressing it nud in common business 
from dispatch are lost. In a court, too, where every word is watched 
and weighed, if a number of commissioners do not every one hold the 
same language in giving their opinion on any public transaction, this 
lessens their weight; ami when it may be prudent to put on or avoid 
certain appearances of concern, for example, or indifference, satisfac- 
tion, or dislike, where the utmost sincerity and candor should be used, 
and would gain credit if no semblance of art showed itself in the inad- 
vertent discourse perhaps of only one of them, the hazard is iu propor- 
tion to the number. And where every one must be consulted on every 
particular of common business iu answering every letter, etc., and one 
of them is oifeuded if the smallest thing is doue without his consent, 
the difficulty of being often and long enough together, the different 
opinions and the time consumed in debating them, the interruptions 
by new applicants in the time of meeting, etc., occasion so nut eh post- 
poning and delay, that correspondence languishes, occasions are lost, 
and the business is always behindhand. 

I have mentioned the difficulty of being often and long enough to- 
gether. This is considerable, where they can not all be accommodated 
iu the same house; but to find three people whose tempers are so good 
and who like so well one another's company and manner of living and 
conversing as to agree well themselves, though being in one house, and 
whose servants will not by tbeir indiscretion Quarrel with one another, 
and by artful misrepresentations draw their masters in to take their 
parts, to the disturbance of necessary harmony, these are difficulties 
still greater and almost insurmountable, and in consideration of the 
whole I wish Congress would separate its. 

The Spanish galleons, which have been impatiently expected, are at 
length happily arrived. The fleet and army returning from Brazil is 
still out, but supposed to be on her way homewards. When that and 
the South Sea ships are arrived it will appear whether Spain's acces- 
sion to the treaty has been delayed for the reasons given, or whether 
the reasons were only given to excuse the delay. 

The English and French fleets of nearly equal force are now both at 
sea. It is not doubted but that if they meet there will be a battle, for 
though England through fear affects to understand it to be still peace, 
and would excuse the depredations she has made ou the commerce of 
France by pretenses of illicit trade, etc., yet France considers the war 



660 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



begun from the time of the king's message to Parliament complaining 
of the insult France had given by treating with us and demanding aids 
to resist it, and the answer of both houses offering their lives and 
fortunes j and the taking several frigates are deemed indisputable 
hostilities. Accordingly, orders are given to all the fleets and armed 
ships to return hostilities, and eucouragement is offered to privateers, 
etc. An ambassador from Spain is indeed gone to London, and joy- 
fully received there in the idea that peace may be made by his media- 
tion ; but as yet we learn nothing certain of his mission, and doubt his 
effecting anything of the kind. 

War in Germany seems to be inevitable, and this, occasioning great 
borrowings of money in Holland and elsewhere by the powers con- 
cerned, makes it more difficult for us to succeed in ours. When we 
engaged to Congress to pay their bills for the interest of the sums they 
should borrow we did not dream of their drawing on us for other occa- 
sions. We have already paid of Congress' drafts to returned officers 
eighty- two thousaud two hundred and eleven livres, and we know not 
bow much more of that kind we have to pay; because the committee 
have never let us know the amount of those drafts, or their account of 
them never reached us, and they still continue coming in. And we are 
now surprised with advice of drafts from Mr. Biugham to the amount 
of one hundred thousand more. If you reduce us to bankruptcy here 
by a nonpayment of your drafts, consider the consequences. In my 
bumble opiuion no drafts should be made ou us without first learning 
from us that we shall be able to answer them. 

M. de Beaumarchais has beeu out of town ever since the arrival of 
your power to settle with him. I hope be will be able to furnish the 
supplies mentioned in the invoice and contract. The settlement may 
be much better made with the assistance of Mr. Deane, we being not 
privy to the transaction. 

We have agreed to give Monsieur Dumas two hundred louis a year, 
thinking that ho well deserves it. 

With great esteem, 1 have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 

Franklin and Adams to the President of Congress." 

Passy, July 23, 1778. 
Sir: We have just received a message from M. le Comte de Ver- 
gennes, by bis secretary, acquainting us that information is received 
from England of the intention of the cabinet there to offer (by addi- 
tional instructions to their commissioners) independence to the United 
States on condition of their making a separate peace, relying on their 

*MSS. Dep. of Statu; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 300, with oiiiusBious and verbal 
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majority in both houses for approbation of the measure. M. de Ver- 
geunes, upon this intelligence, requests that we would write expressly 
to acquaint the Congress that though no formal declaration of war has 
yet been published, the war between Fiance and England is considered 
as actually existing from the time of the return of the ambassadors, 
and that if England should propose a peace with France the hn mediate 
answer to the proposition would be, "Our eventual treaty with the 
United States is now in full force, and we will make no peace but in 
concurrence with them." [The same answer, it is expected, will be 
given by the Congress should a separate peace be proposed to them ;*] 
and we have given it as our firm opinion that such an answer will be 
given by you without the least hesitation or difficulty, though you may 
uot have been informed before, as you now are, thai, war being actually 
begun, the eventual treaty is become fully and completely binding. 
We are, with great respect, etc. 

B, Franklin, 
John Adams. 



Izard to Henry Laurens, President of Congress.! 

Paris, July 25, 177S. 

Bear Sir : The treaties were received by the 8py on the 9th instant. 
I am glad to find that the eleventh and twelfth articles of the treaty of 
commerce appeared to Congress in the same light that they did to me. 
The committee of foreign affairs, in their letters to the commissioners 
here of May 14 and 15, made nearly the same observations that 1 did 
to Dr. Franklin in my letter to him on that subject. 

I have not, however, the satisfaction of knowing whether the part I 
have acted has been approved of, or even whether any of my letters 
got to your bands, as I have not been favored with a line from you since 
your arrival in Congress. I shall not complain, but follow Dr. Frank- 
lin's maxim in his letter of January 29th, which is, " to suppose our 
friends right till one finds them wrong, rather than to suppose them 
wrong until one finds them right."}: It is possible that my letters to 
you and yours to me may have been lost, or stolen. The [scandalous] § 
tricks that were played with Mr. Lee's letters, aud the public dis- 
patches that were sent by Mr. Folger, will justify any suspicion. I 
shall take it for granted that, if you have written, your letters have 
miscarried, or, if you have not written, that you were prevented by 
business of greater importance. It is, however, very unfortunate, and 
you can not but be sensible bow mortifying it must be to nie, who 
have been engaged in distress and trouble in consequence of my doing 

* Passage in brack eta omitted in Spark a' ed. 
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my duty to the public, not to fluil attention and support from a quarter 
where I had, every reason to expect it. 

I had just written thus far when Mr. Adams sent me your letter of 
May 19, which was enclosed to him ; and I thank you heartily for the 
wry friendly expressions contained in it. You mention that you in- 
tended to write me more fully by the same opportunity; but as that 
letter is not come to hand, I suppose it was too late for the convey- 
ance. I am very anxious to see it, and hope to find by it that my pro- 
ceedings have met with your approbation. The ratification of the trea- 
ties by Congress has put the ministry and the whole nation into as 
good spirits as our countrymen were put by them. Except the parts 
which I have mentioned to you, they seem to be very fair and equita- 
ble; and I really believe that if a certain gentleman had thought less 
of his infallibility, they might have been made unexceptionable. 
The ministry made no objection to the alteration respecting the molas- 
ses; and I most sincerely wish that Congress had not, in their hurry, 
passed over the other articles, which I am convinced will occur to them 
when perhaps it may not be so easy to get them altered as at present. 

The war in Germany is already begun. The King of Prussia, find- 
ing that his negotiations proved fruitless, has invaded Bohemia, and 
that unhappy country, the constant seat of misery, will, in all proba- 
bility, experience more calamities than ever. The wisdom of the Con- 
gress and the valor of our country men will, I hope, soon remove the war 
from our continent ; and ] pray to God that the blessings of peace 
may be at no great distance. 

1 can not help expressing to you my astonishment upou reading the 
account given of the interview between the commissioners here and 
M. Gerard on the lftth of December, printed in the York Town Gazette 
of jlay 4. The part'I allude to is the following. The French Pleni- 
potentiary, speaking of the king, says: "lie should, moreover, not so 
much as insist that, if he engaged in the war with England on our ac- 
count, we should not make a separate peace for ourselves whenever 
good and advantageous terms were offered to us." This account, 1 un- 
derstand, was given to Congress by the commissioners, and therefore it 
must be presumed to be true. How, then, can it be reconciled with the 
eighth article of the treaty of alliance's Suppose England should offer 
to acknowledge the liberty, sovereignty, and independence of America 
upon condition that she should make a separate peace? The question 
is, can we, in honor, do it! Monsieur Gerard, royal syndic of Stras- 
bourg, aud secretary of his majesty's council of state, informed the 
commissioners on the ICth of December, by order of the king, that the 
only condition his majesty should require and rely on would be this: 
"That we, in no peace to be made with England, should give up our 
independence, and return to the obedience of that government." The 
eighth article of the treaty of alliance declares directly the contrary, 
although the second says expressly: "Le but essentiel et direct de la 
vrisente alliance defensive, est de maintenir efficacement la liberty, la sou- 
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veraineU, et VindSpendance rfe.s £tats-Unis." I most ardently wish for 
peace; at the same tiuie the preservation of our national honor must 
be attended to. The virtue and wisdom of the representatives of our 
country in Congress Will be shown if this question should ever be 
agitated. 

You will' find by my letter to the committee of this day's date, that 
the situation of affairs has not allowed me yet to go into Italy. My 
own inclinations, if they alone had been consulted, would have carried 
uie there long ago. Mr. William Lee was right iti going to Vienna. 
That court acts from its own opinion without control, and might possi- 
bly have been prevailed on to receive him publicly. The event has not 
proved answerable to our wishes. The couduct of the empress queen 
has certainly been occasioned by a resentment against the court of 
France for not contributing, contrary to their own interest, to the 
aggrandizement of the house of Austria. A resentment so ill-founded 
and uureasouabe may, perhaps, not continue long; in the mean time, 
however, it is exceedingly provoking to me, as I am living at the public; 
expense, without having it in my power to fulfill the objects of my com- 
mission. Perhaps, indeed, my having been in Paris may not prove 
altogether useless; and I hope the papers I have transmitted to you 
may uot be thought unworthy the attention of Congress. After having 
had the facts stated to them relative to the situation of affairs in 
Europe, they will judge what instructions are proper to be sent to me. 
If they are positive, at all events they shall be followed; if discretion- 
ary, I shall act to the best of my judgment. 

You are so good as to assure me in your letter of the 19th of May 
that you will upon all oceasious have at heart my honor and interest, 
and that you will by every opportunity keep me acquainted with the 
state of affairs. I feel very sensibly these friendly assurauees, and 
promise you that amidst the troubles and vexations in which I have 
been engaged I derive considerable comfort and satisfaction from them. 
You say nothing of your son. I heartily rejoice at his promotion. He 
must have informed you that he was very desirous of going into the 
Prussian army. I dissuaded him from it, aud advised him if he was 
determined upon becoming a soldier, to take Marshal Saxe aud the 
Chevalier Folaud's Commentaries upon Polybius iuto his bauds and go 
to America, where an ample field would be open to him, 1 am happy to 
find that be has had no cause to repent of having followed my advice. 

My wife offers you her compliments, and joins me in desiring that 
they may be presented to him. We have beard nothing very lately 
from his family in England ; by the last accounts, Mrs. Laurens was 
well, and the child very much improved. 

I am, dear sir, etc., Ralph Izard. 

[P. S. — Dr. Franklin has not attempted to answer my letter of 17th 
of June.]* 
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Adams to Love 11 * 

Passy, July 26, 1778. 

Mi Dear Friend : Your favors of May 10 and 25, by Captain 
Barnes, readied me yesterday. These, with those by Niles from Con- 
necticut, aDd those by the Saratoga from Baltimore, are aU that I re- 
ceived from you or from anybody at Congress ; which gives me pain, 
because your other letters must have miscarried, and I hold your let- 
ters in so high esteem, that I can not be willing to lose one. 

The robbery of Folger's packet, by all that I can learn, must have 
been committed by a traitor, who made his escape to England. But 
Dr. Franklin aud Mr. Lee, who were acquainted with this transaction, 
-will, I suppose, develop the mystery as far as they are able. One of 
these gentlemen has some other suspicions, but I believe the fugitive 
to England was the ouly thief, t 

Mr. Deane, whom you mention, is no doubt with you before now, but 
if the Count d'Estaiug has not been able to strike a decisive hiow be- 
fore the arrival of Byron, I should fear that some misfortune has be- 
fallen him since the junction of Byron aud Howe. We are, however, 
anxious to know the naval maneuvers in America, as well as those of 
the armies. Mr. Deane complains of ill treatment, and claims great 
merit for bis services. 1 shall not add to the ill treatment, nor depre- 
ciate the merit, but it will never do for Congress to dread the resent- 
ment of their servants. I have heard a great deal in this country con- 
cerning his conduct — great panegyrics and harsh censures. But I 
believe he has neither the extravagant merit that some persons ascribe 
to him, nor the gross faults to answer for which some others impute or 
suspect. I believe he was a dtligeut servant of the public, and ren- 
dered it useful service. His living was expensive, but whether he 
made the vast profit to himself that some persous suspect, I know not, 
or whether any profit at all. One thing 1 know, that my family will 
feel that I shall not imitate him in this faculty, if it really was his; for 
which reason I wish Congress would determine what allowance we 
shall have for our time, that 1 might know whether my family can live 
upon it or not. 

Extravagant claims to merit are always to be suspected. General 
Gates was the ablest negotiator you ever had in Europe; and next to 
him, General Washington's attack upon the euemy at Germantown. 
I do not know, indeed, whether this last affair had not more influence 
upon the European mind than that of Saratoga. Although the attempt 
was unsuccessful, the military gentlemen in Europe considered it as 
the most decisive proof that America would finally succeed. 

And you may depend upon it, although your agents in Europe were 

* 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Core, bi4. 

♦ See committee, etc., to commissioners, January It, 1778, aud note thereto; A. 
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to plead witlt the tongues of men and angels, although they had the 
talents and the experience of Mazarin or tbe integrity of d' Asset, your 
army in America will have more success than they. 

I foresee there will he diversities of sentiment concerning this gen- 
tleman (Deane), and perhaps warm debates. Perhaps there will be as 
much as there has been about a general in the northern department. 
All that I request is, that I may not be drawn into the dispute. 
Europe has not charms enough for rue to wish to stay here to the ex- 
clusion of able negotiators, much less at the expense of heat and divi- 
sions in Congress. How well united you were in the choice of me 1 
never was informed, and how soon attempts may be made to displace, 
nie I know not. But one thing I beg of my friends, and one only, that 
if any attempt of that hind should be made they would give me up, 
rather than continue my residence at the expense of debates in Con- 
gress and by the favor of small majorities. 

If I were capable of speculating in English funds, or of conducting 
private trade, I might And opportunities here to make a private profit, 
and might have inducements from private considerations to continue 
here; but this will never be my case, and I am very well persuaded 
that Congress will never grant me so much for my services here as I 
could earn by my profession in Boston, to which I willreturn with sub. 
mission to old ocean, old Boreas, and British men-of-war tbe moment 
1 am released from this station. I wish, however, that Congress would 
determine what allowance they will grant, that honest men may not be 
made or suspected otherwise. As to the public, I am fully persuaded 
that its interests are not at all concerned iti my residence here, as there 
is a great plenty of persons quite as well qualified. 
I am, etc., 

John Adams. 



Adams to the President of Congress." 

PASSY, July 27, 1778. 

Sir: I thank you for your ldnd congratulations on tbe favorable ap- 
pearances in our American concerns, and for so politely particularizing 
one of the most inconsiderable of them, my safe arrival in France, 
which was after a very inconvenient passage of forty-five days. 

Your letter to Mr. Izard I had tbe pleasure to send to him immedi- 
ately in Paris, where he resides, the court of Tuscany being so con- 
nected with that of Vienna as to discourage hitherto his departure for 
Italy. He did me the honor of a visit yesterday, when we had much 
conversation upon American affairs. 

Your other letter, to your daughter-in-law, I have forwarded by a safe 
opportunity. You may depend upon my conveying your letters to any 
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of your friends by the best opportunities and with dispatch. The more 
of your commands you send me the more pleasure you will give me. 

War is not declared, that is, no manifesto has been published, but 
each nation is daily manufacturing materials for the other's manifesto 
by open hostilities. In short, sir, the two nations have been at war 
ever since the recall of the ambassadors. The King of France has 
given orders to all his ships to attack the English, and has given vast 
encouragement to privateers. 

The King of Great Britain and his council have determined to send 
instructions to their commissioners in America to offer us independency, 
provided we will make peace with them separate from France. This 
appears to me to be the last effort to seduce, deceive, and divide. They 
know that every man of honor in America must receive this proposi- 
tion with indignation. But. they think they can get the men of no 
honor to join them by such a proposal, and they think the men of honor 
are not a majority. What has America done to give occasion to that 
king aud council to think so unworthily of her! 

The proposition, is in other words, this: "America, you have fought 
me until 1 despair of beating you; you made an alliance with the first 
power of Europe, which is a great honor to your country and a great 
stability to your cause, so great that it has excited my highest resent- 
ment, and bas determined me to go to war with France. Do you break 
your faith with that power and forfeit her confidence, as well as that 
of all the rest of mankind forever, and join me to beat her, or stand by 
neuter and see me do it, and for all this I will acknowledge your inde- 
pendency, because I think in that case you can not maintain if, but 
will be au easy prey to me afterwards, who am determined to break my 
faith with you as I wish you to do yours with France." 

My dear countrymen, I hope you will not be allured upon the rocks 
by the siren song of peace. They are now playing a sure game. They 
have rim all hazards, but now they hazard nothiug. 

I know your application -is incessant and your moments precious, 
and therefore that 1 ask a great favor in requesting your correspond- 
ence; but the interests of the public, as well as private friendship, in- 
duce me to do it. 
I am, etc., 

Joira Adams. 



Dumas to Van Berckel, Pensionary of Amsterdam." 

July 27, 1778. 

Sir: Directed by the plenipotentiaries of the United States of Amer- 
ica in Paris to send you the annexed copy of a treaty of amity and 
commerce concluded between France and the said United States, with 
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the testimony of the high esteem and consideration they have for you 
in particular, and for ail the honorable members of the regency of 
Amsterdam in general, I acquit myself of these orders with all the 
satisfaction and eagerness which my respectful devotion to the interest 
of this republic dictates. The plenipotentiaries pray you, sir, to com- 
municate this treaty in such a manner that copies of it may not be mul- 
tiplied until tliey have written me that, it may be published and in the 

bands of all the world. I have carried this morning to Mr. 

a like copy with the same request. 

I add to this a proclamation of Congress that I have received,- and 
the communication of which I think will gi ve you pleasure. It will 
appear in the gazettes in Freueh and Dutch, and ought to satisfy all the 
maritime powers, no less than it does honor to the sagacity and equity 
of Congress. 

I am, with the truest respect, etc., 

DlTMAP. 



J, Adams to Samuel Adams," 

Passy, July 28, 1778. 

My Dear Sir: The sovereign of Britain and his council have deter- 
mined to instruct their commissioners to olfer yon independence, pro- 
vided you will disconnect yourselves from France. 

The question arises, how came the king and council by authority to 
offer this? It is certain that they have it not. 

In the next place, is the treat j of* alliance between us and France now 
binding upon us! I think there is not room to doubt it; for declara- 
tions and manifestoes do not make the state of war — they are only pub- 
lications of the reasons of war. Yet the message of the King of Great 
Britain to both houses of Parliament, and their answers to that mes- 
sage, were as full a declaration of war as ever was made, and accord- 
ingly hostilities have been frequent ever since. This proposal, then, is 
a modest invitation to a gross act of infidelity and breach of faith. It 
is an observation that I havo often heard you make, that "France is 
the natural aily of the United States." This observation is, in my opin- 
ion, both just and important. The reasons are plain. As long as Great 
Britain shall have Canada, Nova Scotia, and the Floridas, or any of 
them, so long will Great Britain be the enemy of the United States, let 
her disguise it :>s much as she will. 

It is not much to the honor of human nature, but the fact is certain 
that neighboring nations are never friends in reality. In the times of 
the most perfect peace between them their hearts and their passions 
are hostile, and this will certainly be the case forever betweeu the 
thirteen United States and the English colonies. France and England, 
as neighbors and rivals, ne ver have been and never will be friends. The 
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hatred and jealousy between the nations are eternal and irradicable. 
As we therefore, on the one hand, have the surest ground to expect 
the jealousy and hatred of Great Britain, so on the other we have the 
strongest reasons to depend upon the friendship and alliance of France, 
and no one reason in the world to expect her enmity or her jealousy, as 
she has given up every pretension to any spot of ground on the conti- 
nent. The United States, therefore, will be forages the natural bulwark 
of Prance against the hostile designs of Engl and against her, and France 
is the natural defense of the United States against the rapacious spirit 
of Great Britain against them. France is a nation so vastly eminent, 
having beeiffor so many centuries what they call the dominant power 
of Europe, being incomparably the most powerful at laud, that united 
in a close alliance with our States, and enjoying the benefit of our trade, 
there is not the smallest reason to doubt but both will be a sufficient 
curb upon the naval power of Great Britain. 

This connection, therefore, will forever secure a respect for our States 
in Spain, Portugal, and Holland, too, who will always choose to be upon 
friendly terms with powers who have numerous cruisers at sea, and in- 
deed in all the rest of Europe. I presume, therefore, that sound policy 
as well as good faith will induce us never to renounce our alliance with 
France, even although it should continue us for some time in war. The 
French are as sensible of the benefits of this alliance to them as we are, 
aud they are determined as much as we to cultivate it. 

In order to con tin tie the war, or at least that we may do any good iu 
the common cause, the credit of our currency must be supported, lint 
how? Taxes, my dear sir, taxes! Pray let our countrymen consider 
and be wise; every farthing they pay in taxes is a farthing's worth of 
wealth and good policy. If it were possible to hire money in Europe 
to discharge the bills, it would be a dreadful drain to the country to 
pay the interest of it But I fear it will not bo. The house of Austria 
has sent orders to Amsterdam to hire a very great sum, Eugland is 
borrowing great sums, and France is borrowing largely. Amidst such 
demands for money, and by powers who offer better terms, I fear we 
shall not be able to succeed. 

Pray write me as often as you can, aud believe me your friend and 
servant, 

John Adams. 



Deaue to the President of Congress." 

Philadelphia, July 28, 1778. 
Sir : I had the honor of receiving on the 4th of March last, in a letter 
from Mr. Lovell (a copy of which I now enclDsef), the orders of Con- 
gress announcing my recall and directing my immediate return. 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Con-., 90. 
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This was the first and only intimation I ever received oF the resolu- 
tions of Congress on the subject I immediately complied with it, and 
left Paris the 1st of April, with hopes of arriving in season to give Con- 
gress that intelligence which in the order for my return they express 
their want of. 

Unfortunately, my passage has been much longer than 1 expected, 
and I but now begin to find myself recovering from the fatigues of it ; 
yet tny desire of giving Congress, as early as possible, an account of 
the state of their affairs in Europe when I left France^ as well as the 
peculiar situation in which my recall has placed me personally, has in- 
duced me to address ihem through your excellency to solicit for as 
early an audience as the important business in which they are engaged 
will admit of. 

I have the honor to be, with the most sincere respect, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Niccoli to Izard. 
[Translation. '~\ 

Florence, July 28, 1778. 

SiE : Although M. Favi, who knows my attachment for you, regularly 
informs me concerning you, yet I was very much pleased with receiving 
a letter directly from yourself, dated the 11th instant, and to find 
thereby that the gout had left you at last, and that your little family 
were well. I beg you to embrace them for me. 

I have ofteu wished for you all at Florence during my stay here, and 
to partake with you the delights that are to be enjoyed beneath a fine 
sky and tinder the protection of good laws. I have tortured myself to 
find some means to induce you to come here ; my conscience and honor 
have always dictated the counsels 1 have given you, so contrary to my 
inclination s, but most conformable to your situation and the circum- 
stances you are placed in. I wish very much that the order you have 
received to effect a loan in Italy might furnish you with a plausible 
reason to make me a visit; but I see so many difficulties in this design 
that 1 dare not flatter myself with hopes. You will permit me to men- 
tion those which present themselves on the part of Tuscany. Tuscany, 
which has been deprived for upwards of two centuries of an active 
commerce, is but just emerging out of the languishing and exhausted 
state into which she was plunged. There has, indeed, been for some 
years a large quantity of cash in circulation, but although my country- 
men are convinced of the solvency of the United States, of their hon- 
esty ia keeping their word, and that they consider their independence 
as established, they will not, however, lend their money, because they 
cau employ it in a much more lucrative manner under their own eyes. 
To give you an evident proof of it, I send you the extract of ati edict of 



"1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Cori., 689. 



670 



DIPLOMATIC COhnneruiMJt ft lat- 



his royal highness. Yon will find the inducements to be iufiuitely 
superior to anything the United States can offer. 

I propose also to send you shortly an abridgment of the immunities, 
privileges, and liberties granted for fourteen years past by the grand 
duke to his subjects. You will see in it bis system of administration, 
and you will judge whether, in a state favored as ours is, it can be rea- 
sonably expected to amass money to put it out to interest. 1 will more- 
over give you a proof of what has happened uuder bis ad ministration, 
and of which I am an eyewitness. Cultivation of laud has increased 
double, aud landed property, if there is any for sale, is purchased at 
double the price it sold for before. The grand duke, who has re- 
imbursed almost the half of the state debts which be found at bis 
accession, has the consolation to see tbe manner iu which this money 
has been employed. 

1 confine myself, sir, to oue single point, to show you the little prob- 
ability there is of accomplishing your object in Tuscany, leaving it to 
you to judge whether, in the present circumstances, government would 
not be blamed should it permit a loan to be opened here for the United 
States. I know not whether they would permit such a thing for tbe 
emperor. 

This is enough respecting Tuscany. As to the other states of Italy, 
1 sec none in a condition to comply with your views excepting the Re- 
public of Genoa. Iti this state, being strictly connected with France, 
you may not meet with the same difficulties on the part of the govern- 
ment, and as tbe Genoese have almost all their property iu ready 
money, and are accustomed to lend to everybody, I am persuaded you 
may hud it with them, especially if the ministry of France interposes 
favorably. 1 i m agi n e t h at th ey w 1 1 1 d e i u ai i d 1 arge i n teres t , w i th seen r i ty , 
perhaps, and guarantied by tbe King of France. You will do well, be- 
fore yon open this negotiation, directly to speak about it to the Count 
de Vergcimes, and he should speak to tbe Marquis Spiuola, the Genoese 
envoy, if you have not this recourse, I know not bow you can fulfill 
the commission of Congress, because all Europe being in a convulsed 
state, money becomes scarce and dear. You know that the empress 
queen has opened a loan in her states of Brabant; perhaps, should the 
troubles not cease, she will opeu one in Milan. Thus, my friend, you 
have my opinion. 1 am sorry that L can not furnish you with some bet 
ter hiuls, and more conformable to your wishes and mine. 1 say noth- 
ing respecting myself, and 1 know not yet what the grand duke will 
do with me. Whenever he shall determine, you shall not be among tbe 
last who are iu formed of it. Communicate always good news of your 
country to roe, and be assured of the perfect aud sincere attachment 
with which I have the honor to be. sir, etc., 

Niccoli. 
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A. Lee to Committee of Correspondence. 

July 28, IT 78. 

Gentlemen: I have taken the advantage of the arrival of the Flota 
to press the loan of two millions, ami will transmit the answer as soon as 
I receive it. The order for sending supplies is renewed upon the old 
footing, and I trust you will receive woolens, drugs, and some naval 
stores through that chauuel. We are signing the notes for the loan in 
Holland, which is a work of time, particularly to myself, as I annex a 
secret mark to each signature, to detect auy forgeries, which will no 
doubt be attempted by iudividuals, and perhaps by the government 
with which we are at war. 

(I have not signed the geueral letter, because the message was re- 
ceived and the answer made while I was signing the notes, without 
sending for me, so that I cau not bear witness to a declaration which 
I did not hear, and which, had I been present, I should have desired 
in writing aud signed, knowing from the experience we have had that 
this sort of conversations with under secretaries are not to be relied on. 
These aud other reasons, which I will not trouble you with, would have 
made me dissent from the proceedings on that message and have made 
me withhold my signature from the letter.) 

No answer has been received from the British court to the return 
we sent of the seamen in our possession. If the intelligence of their 
resolution to offer a recognition of our independence be true, it is a 
proof of their being conscious of their incapacity to carry on the war 
against the United States and France allied. They have been some- 
what slow in finding this out, and I am persuaded that before another 
year is at an end they will discover the necessity of adding to this 
offer the cession of all their possessions on the continent of America. 
The war in Germany will occupy all the north of Europe; Holland 
will remain neuter; Spain aud Portugal will join our alliance; and 
if there is any certaiuty in human things, the result must be a carte 
blanche from our imperious and inhuman enemy. They have conducted 
themselves with such unexampled baseness and folly, that their situa- 
tion will lose the dignity that used to accompany greatness in distress, 
and they will fall dishonored aud unlameuted. 

The French and English tleets are yet out, but have not engaged, 
which, as they are nearly equal, and everything depends upon the 
event, they will probably avoid, by the former keeping "out and the 
latter in the English Channel. 

I enclose a list of the packets and letters sent by Mr. Simeon Deaue, 
a summary of Gardoqui's accounts, a triplicate of the Swiss militia, an 
account of the Saivke's prize, a duplicate of my letter to you of the 
20th, and the latest intelligence from Germany. 

*2 A. Leu's Life., <S7. Original not in Department of State. In thia ami tlie fol- 
lowing lettor the title of tbe committee is given uy the editor of Lee'aLil'e as above. 
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You will have the goodness to present uiy duty to Congress, stud h 
lieve me to be, with the greatest esteem and respect, gentlemen, yo 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin, Lee, aud Adams to the President of Congress. * 

Fassy, July 29, 1778. 
Sir : Mr. Livingston received a commission from us as lieutenant of 
the Boston, and made a cruise in her, in which he had the good fortune 
to take four prizes. He is now obliged to leave the ship, but we have 
the pleasure of a letter from Captain Tucker, in which be gives us a 
handsome character of Mr. Livingston aud of his conduct during the 
cruise. We have also a good opinion of him, aud recommend him to 
the favor of Congress. 
We are, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee, 
Jorn Adams. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to the Committee of Foreign Affairs.) 

Passy, July 29, 1778. 

Gentlemen : We have the honor of your letters of May 14 and 15. 
We congratulate you on the general good appearance of our affairs, and 
we are happy in your assurances that it is your fixed determination to 
admit no terms of peace but such as are consistent with the spirit and 
intention of our alliance with France, especially as the present politics 
of the British cabinet aim at seducing you from that alliance by an 
offer of independence, upon condition that you will renounce it — a 
measure that will injure the reputation of our States with all the world, 
and destroy their confidence in our honor, 

No authenticity from Congress to make an alteration in the treaty by 
withdrawing theeleventh and twelfth articles has yet reached us. But 
we gave an extract of your letter to the Count de Vergennes when we 
exchanged ratifications, who expressed an entire willingness to agree 
to it. We wish for the powers by the first opportunity. We have not 
yet seen M. Beaumarchais, but the important concern with him shall 
be attended to as soon as may be. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur, Lee. 
John Adam.s. 

* MSS. Den. of State j 1 Sparks' Dip. liov. Corr., 301. 
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Sartine to the Commissioners. 
[Trans lilt ion,] * 

Versailles, July 29, 1778, 
Gentlemen : I have received the letter which you did me the honor 
to transmit on tho IGth instant. His majesty relies greatly on the suc- 
cors of provisions which the government of Massachusetts Bay may 
furnish the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon. 

The difficulties which the privateers of the United States have ex- 
perienced till now in the ports of France, either as to the sale of their 
prizes or to secure their prisoners must cease, from the change of cir- 
cumstances. I make no doubt, ou the other hand, but that the United 
States will grant the same facilities to French privateers. To accom- 
plish this double object, I have drafted a plan of regulations, which I 
earnestly request you to examine, and to note what you think of it j or 
even to point out such other means as may answer the same purpose, so 
that I may receive bis majesty's orders, 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Sabtine. 



A, Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs ! 

Paris, July 29, 1778. 

Gentlemen: t enclose you a duplicate of the news of an engagement 
between the fleets of France and England. The particulars received 
since mako the loss ou board the French fleet very inconsiderable, and 
paint the behavior of the English to have been inexpert and dastardly. 
The repulsing them in the first engagement wilt probably lead to the 
defeating them in the next, for which purpose the fleet of our allies will 
go out in a few days. 

The empress and emperor seem at length sensible of the impro- 
priety of their conduct, and in consequence a truce for six weeks its 
agreed on, to give time for negotiation to prevent the effusion of blood. 

The quadruplicate of the ratification reached us ou the 3d in safety, 
as all the rest bavo done, The answer of Congress to the commissioners 
was immediately sent to the ministers, and will, I am persuaded, give 
great satisfaction. 

It hits been forgotten, I believe, to mention, both in our joint and par- 
ticular letters, that we have attended to the plan proposed by the com- 
mittee of sending the frigates to cruise in the Bast ludies, and upon 
considering all things it seemed to us impracticable at present. Better 
order must be established in our marine, and the ships' companies 
better sorted, before it will be safe to attempt enterprises at such a dis- 

* 1 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Cocr., 30-2. 
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tauce, and which require it certain extent of ideas in the captain and 
entire obedience in the crew. 

The authority of Congress for omitting the eleventh and twelfth 
articles of the commercial treaty, which was omitted in the other dis- 
patches, came safe in the last, and will be proseuted immediately to the 
minister, who has already agreed to have them expunged. 

1 enclose you our letter and Mr. Hodge's answer concerning the 
money expended at Dunkirk, together with a particular account of 
what he has received from the public banker. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Van Berckel to Dumas." 

Amsterdam, July 31, 1778. 

S(R: lam much obliged to yon for the kindness you have done in 
sending me the copy of the treaty of amity and commerce concluded 
between France and the United States of America. And as it was at 
the request of the plenipotentiaries of the said United States, may 1 
venture to ask yon to testify to those gentlemen the gratitude of the 
regency of Amsterdam in general, and my owu in particular, for this 
mark of distinction. May we hope that circumstances will permit us 
s<>ou to give evidence of the high esteem we have for the new republic, 
clearly raised up by the help of Providence, while the spirit of despot- 
ism is subdued; and let us desire to make leagues of amity and com- 
merce between the respective subjects which shall last even to the end 
of time. What troubles me is that it is not in our power to make the 
other members of the government do as we coidd wish ; in which case 
the republic would be at once disposed to another course. But I am 
persuaded that the Americans are too wise not to penetrate the true 
causes, or to attribute the inaction of until the present 

time to any want of esteem and affection for the United States. 

This republic is full of people who think rightly, but there will be 
fouud here, as elsewhere, partisaus of a certain system who, by their 
ignorance or stupidity, or by the wickedness of their hearts and abomi- 
nable vices, hinder the people from doing as much as they could wish. 
I expect to hear important news in the actual circumstances of Europe, 
and am impatient to receive some which may have a good effect ou the 
affair in fpiestion. I shall take care that the above-mentioned treaty 
does not go into bad hands, and that no copy be made before the time, t 

Van Berckel. 

"5 Sparks? Dip. Rev. Corr., 844, 

i For other particulars on this subject, see the letters of the Commissioners to Du- 
mas, April 10, 1778, auu September 27, 1778; Berckel to Duuiaa, Soptcmber 23, 1778. 



AUGUST 4, 1778. 



675 



Adams to Warren," 

Passy, August 4, 1778. 
My Dear Sib: Tour kind favor of July 1 was brought here yes- 
terday from Bordeaux, where Captain Ay res has arrived, but was not 
delivered to uie till this day. This is the second only received from you. 
I have infinite satisfaction in learning from all parts of America the 
prosperous train of our affairs, and the unanimity and spirit of the 
people. Every vessel brings us fresh accessions of ardor to the French, 
and of depression to the English, in tUo war that has now begun in 
earnest. 

The resolutions of Congress upon the conciliatory bills, the address 
to the people, tbe ratification of the treaty, the answer to the commis- 
sioners, the President's letter, the message of G. Livingston, and the 
letter of Mr. Drayton are read here with an avidity that would surprise 
you. It is not one of the least misfortunes of Great Britain that she 
has to contend witb so much eloquence; that there aresuch painters to 
exhibit her atrocious actions to tiie world and transmit them to pos- 
terity. Every publication of this kind seems to excite the ardor of the 
French nation, and of their fleets and armies, as much as if they were 
Americans, 

While American orators are thus employed in perpetuating the remem- 
brance of the injustice and crnelty of Great Britain towards us, the 
French fleet has been giving such a check to her naval pride as she has 
not experienced before for many ages. The vessel which is to carry 
this will carry information of a general engagement between d'Orvil- 
liers and Keppel, which terminated in a disgraceful flight of the English 
fleet. We hope soon to hear of d'Estai tig's success, which would demon- 
strate to the universe that Britain is no longer mistress of the ocean. 
But the events of war are always uncertain, and a misfortune may have 
happened to the French fleet in America. But even if this should be 
the case, which I do not believe, still Britain is not mistress of the sea, 
and every day will bring fresh proofs that she is not. The springs of 
her naval power are dried away. 

I have hitherto had the happiness to find that my pulse beat in exact 
unison with those of my countrymen. I have ventured with some free- 
dom to give my opinion as to what Congress would do with the concili- 
atory bills, with the commissioners, with the treaty, etc.; and every 
packet brings ns proceedings of Congress, according in substance, but 
executed in a manner infinitely exceeding my abilities. Nothing has 
given me more joy than the universal disdain that is expressed both in 
public and private letters at the idea of departing from the treaty and 
violating the public faith. This faith is our American glory, and it is 
our bulwark. It is the ouly foundation on which our union can rest 
securely; it is the only support of our credit both iu finance and 
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commerce; it is our sole security for the assistauce of foreign powers. 
If the British court with their arts could shake it, or the confidence iu 
it, we should be undone forever. They would triumph over us, after all 
our toil and danger. They would subjugate us more entirely than they 
ever intended. The idea of in fidelity can not be treated with too much 
resentment or too much horror. The man who cau think of it with 
patience is a traitor at heart, aud ought to be execrated as one who adds 
the deepest hypocrisy to the blackest treason. 

Is there a sensible hypocrite, in America who can start a jealousy 
that religion may be iu danger? From whence can this danger arise? 
Not from France ; she claims no inch of ground upon your continent. 
She claims no legislative authority over you, no negative upon your 
laws, no right of appointing you bishops, nor of sending you mission- 
aries. Besides, the spirit of crusading for religion is not iu France. 

The rage for making proselytes, which has existed in former centuries, 
is no more. There is a spirit more liberal here iu tins respect than 1 
expected to find. Where lias been the danger to the religion of the 
Protestant, cantons of Switzerland from an alliance with France, which 
has subsisted with entire harmony for one hundred and fifty years, or 
thereabouts ? But this subject is fitter for ridicule than serious argu- 
ment, as nothing can be clearer than that, iu this enlightened tolerant 
age, at this vast distance, without aclaim or color of authority, with an 
express acknowledgmeutaud warranty of sovereignty, this, I had almost 
said tolerant nation, can never endanger our religion. 

The longer I live iu Europe, and the more I consider our affairs, the 
more important our alliance with France appears to me. It is a rock 
upon which we may safely build. Narrow and illiberal prejudices pecu- 
liar to Johu Bull, with which I might perhaps have been in some de- 
gree infected when I was John Bull, have now no influence over me. I 
never was, however, much of John Bull. I was John Yankee, and such 
I. shall live and die. Is Great Britain to be annihilated ? No such thing. 
A revolution in her government may possibly take place, but whether 
iu favor of despotism or republicanism is the question. The scarcity 
of virtue, and even the semblance of it, seems an invincible obstacle to 
the latter, but the annihilation of a nation never takes place. It de- 
pends wholly on herself to determine whether she shall sink down into 
the rank of the middling powers of Europe, or whether she shall main- 
tain the second place in the scale. If she continues this war the first 
will be her fate; if she stops short iu her mad career and makes peace, 
she may still be in the second predicament. America will grow with 
astonishing rapidity, and England, France, and every other nation in 
Europe will be the better for her prosperity. Peace, which is her dear 
delight, will be her wealth and her glory, for I cau not see the seed of 
a war with any part of the world iu future, but with Great Britain 
and such States as may be weak enough, if any such there should be, 
to become her allies. That such a peace may be speedily coucluded, 
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and that you and I may return to our farms to enjoy the fruits of it, 
spending our old age in recounting to our children the toils and dan- 
gers we hare encouutered for their benefit, is the wish of your friend, 

John Adams. 



Adams to R. H. Lee.* 

Passy, August 5, 1778. 

My Dear Sir : Your letter of the 20th of June, by Captain Ayres, 
from Boston had a quick passage. He sailed on the 4th of July, and 
your letters were brought to Passy from Bordeaux, where she arrived 
the 3d of August. 

I thank you, sir, for the kind expressions of your obliging anxiety for 
me. The uncertainty in which you remain so long concerning the fate 
of the Boston must have been occasioned by the capture of many ves- 
sels by which the news was sent, together with many bundles of Eng- 
lish newspapers and pamphlets. The prompt ratification of the treaties, 
as well as the dignity with which you have received the letters from 
the British commissioners, has given great satisfaction here. The two 
articles, the Count de Vergennes agreed, when we presented your in- 
structions to him on that head, should be given up. 

The confederation is an important object, aud nothing is more wished 
for in Europe than its completion and the finishing of the separate 
governments. The eagerness to complete the American code, and the 
strains of panegyric in which they speak and write of those parts of 
it which have been published in Europe, are very remarkable, aud seem 
to indicate' a general revolution in the sentiments of mankind upon the 
subject of government. Our currency can not engage our attention too 
much. And the more we think of it, the more we shall be convinced 
that taxation, deep and broad taxation, is the only sure and lasting 
remedy. Loans in Europe will be very difficult to obtain. The powers 
at war, or at the eve of war, have such vast demands, and offer terms 
so much better than ours, that nothing but sheer benevolence to our 
cause can induce any person to lend us. Besides, a large foreign debt 
would be a greater evil, for what I know, than a paper currency. 
Moreover, your large drafts on the commissioners here, from various 
quarters, are like to consume more money than we can borrow. We 
shall do, however, all we can. 

I have hitherto had the good fortune to preserve a good understand- 
ing with the gentleman you mention,! aud shall endeavor to continue 
it. I have loug known him to be employed very ably aud usefully for 
our country, and his merits and services, bis integrity and abilities, 
will induce me to cultivate his friendship, as far as I can consistently 
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with the public service. I wish I could converse with you freely iipoii 
this subject, but it would lead me into too long a detail. It bas given me 
much grief, since my arrival here to find so little harmony among many 
respectable characters, so many mutual jealousies, and so much dis- 
trust of one another. As soon as I perceived it, I determined neither 
to quarrel with any man here because he had quarreled with another, 
or because another bad quarreled with him, nor to mate any man my 
bosom friend because he was the bosom friend of any other; but to 
attend solely to the public service, and give my voice upon all occasions 
as I should think that justice and policy required, whether it agreed 
with the opinion of one man or another. I can not be more particular. 
If I were to take every man's word, I should think there was not one 
disinterested American here, because it is very certain that there is 
nobody here that everybody speaks well of. There is no doubt to be 
made that private interest has some influence here upon some minds, 
and that our mercantile affairs and competitions have occasioned some 
altercation. But there is, I think, ratfier more of mutual reproaches, 
of interested views and designs, rather more of animosity among the 
Americans here, than I remember to have seen anywhere else. I will 
have nothing to do with any of these things. I will have nothing lo 
do with designs and endeavors to run down characters, to paint in 
odious colors indifferent actions, to excite or propagate suspicions with- 
out evidence, or to foment or entertain prejudices of any kind, if I can 
possibly avoid it. 1 am really ashamed to write to you in this enig- 
matical manner, which is not natural to me; but I know not how to 
write clearer at present. I sometimes differ in sentiment from each of 
my colleagues, and sometimes agree with each; yet I do not trim, or at- 
least 1 think I do nor. Jt has been and shall be my endeavor to heal 
and reconcile to the utmost of my power. Yet I fear that some gentle- 
men are gone over to America heated with altercation and inflamed 
with prejudice, Others still remain here, it is to be feared, in the same 
temper of iniud, and probably many letters have gone over loaded. 
These till ugs will probably make yon uncomfortable, as they have ami 
will make us. I really wish, however, that you would remove the cause 
of this, and appoint consuls to do the mercantile business. If you do 
not, however, I am determined to go on, giving my voice clearly and 
without equivocation, and at the same time without wrangling or ill 
will. 

We expect on Sunday, the 9th, the English accounts of the sea fight 
between d'Orvilliers and Keppel, which happened on the 27th ultimo, 
in which the former obtained the laurels, whatever representation the 
latter may make of it. There are so many facts, attested by so many 
respectable witnesses, that there is no room to doubt but that the 
Britons lost the day; a terrible loss indeed to a nation who have the 
empire of the sea to maintain in order almost to preserve their exist- 
ence. It is not being equal to France at sea; they must support a 



AUGUST 7, 1T78. 



679 



clear atld decided superiority, not only to France, but to Prance and 
Spain in conjunction, uot to mention our States, in order to preserve 
their rank among the powers of Europe. My teuderest respects to all 
good men. 

I am, dear sir, affectionately yours, 

John Adams. 

Arthur Lee to Committee of Correspondence." 

August 7, 1778. 

Gentlemen : Tbe enclosed paper, letter A, was communicated 
secretly by Dr. Bancroft to Dr. Franklin and Mr. Adams, the latter of 
whom delivered it to me. Though according to tbe charge of it I was 
the person immediately injured by the conduct of him they accuse, yet 
it was me particularly that they took care not to apprise of what he 
was doing. 

What I know ot the matter is this, Mr. Thornton, or as I Hud him 
culled in the papers left by Mr. Deane, Major Thornton, the object of 
their accusation, was chosen by my colleagues to carry our first letter 
to Lord North concerning the treatment of prisoners in England. This 
was t he first knowledge I had of him.t Having observed that he exe- 
cuted his com mission with activity aod address, and he being recom^ 
mended to me by Dr. Franklin, 1 took him as a secretary, and with the 
intention of making use of his acquaintance in the naval and military 
lines in England. 

With this view I soon after sent him to Loudon, from whence he 
transmitted and brought me useful intelligence, which I communicated 
from time to time to the ministry. Being about to send him again, I 
understood that Dr. Bancroft had whispered about that he was engaged 
in stockjobbing. Upon touching this matter to Mr. Thornton he told 
me that he knew Dr. Bancroft and the Whartous were engaged iu stock- 
jobbing, for tbe latter had communicated to him all their transactions 
and mutual correspondence; that one of them had repeatedly solicited 
him when iu Loudon to become au adventurer with them, which he had 
constantly refused, and that upou his return to Paris he was pestered 
with letters requesting his correspondence, which he would never an- 
swer. As a proof of this he put into my bauds the letter marked D. 
This, with the previous knowledge I had of his accusers being them- 
selves stockjobbers, satisfied me that the charge was malicious. I 
therefore continued him in his employment, and dispatched him to Lon- 
don, with directions to go to Portsmouth and Plymouth and collect tbe 
most accurate statement he couid of the force and condition of the 
enemy's fleet. This he executed with such secrecy that this Mr. Whar- 
ton wrote to him in Paris while he was at Plymouth, of which letter Dr. 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 2 A. Lee's Life, 70, with variations and omissions. 
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IViugle, of South Carolina, was tlie bearer. It was directed to be deliv- 
ered to Dr. Bancroft in Mr. Thornton's absence. When I understood this 
transaction, 1 apprehended that they had seduced hi in into their asso- 
ciation. I therefore wrote him very strongly on the subject, and desired 
him to return immediately to Paris. Iiis answer was that lie was then 
sick, but would come as soon as recovered, Since that I have not heard 
from him, but have had information from a very respectable merchant 
in Loudon that Mr. Wharton has communicated to him doubts of Mr. 
Thornton's fidelity to me, assuring him that he had given me full in- 
formation of it and all the particulars of his conduct; not a word of 
which was true. It appears, too, by his own letters and Captain Liv- 
ingston's testimony that there is as little truth in his declaration of Mr. 
Thornton being a stranger to him. Though he says he lent him money 
on my account, yet he never informed me of his having done so. I have 
not, nor ever have had, the least acquaintance with Mr. Wharton, but 
have been frequently informed of his holding conversations not very 
friendly to me. Upon the whole, it appears to me that their plan was 
to seduce my secretary to the very infidelity of which they accuse him. 
I can not help thinking that the pieces* which it is said Mr. Thornton 
communicated to Mr. W r harton were framed for the purpose of this 
accusation from hints sent from hence, because there is a confusion, a 
blundering, and a mixture of true and false in them which might well 
arise from intelligence picked up, and could not have happened if my 
secretary had taken copies of any of my papers for the purpose of be- 
traying them. It is certain that the persons who have made this 
accusation were trusted with our state secrets after we were credibly 
informed of their being engaged in stockjobbing, and at a time when 
that, confidence was absolutely refused to the other two commissioners 
of Congress, Mr. Izard ami Mr, William Lee. You will see by our 
banker's account that about the time of their stockjobbing upon the 
most sacred state secret that ever was committed to us Mr. Deane re- 
mitted to Mr. Samuel Wharton 19,520 livres. These are the observa- 
tions which I think it my duty to communicate to you upon these most 
unworthy transactions, being fully satisfied that while such men are 
admitted into public confidence here neither the business of the State 
nor the honor of individuals can be secure from their attempts. 

A, Lee. 



Deane to Washington.* 

1'hiladelphia, August 12, 1778. 
Deak Sib : I had the pleasure of receiving your polite and friendly 
letter of the 25th ultimo but three days ago, and Colouel Bannister in- 
forming me he should set out in a day or two for the Army prevented 

* " Statements " in tbe version in A. Lee'.i Life, 
t MSS. Dep. of State. 
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my instantly writing to tell you how happy I am to find that my con- 
duct has met your approbation, and how much I consider myself hon- 
ored by it. Next to the satisfaction which rises from a consciousness 
of having faithfully and successfully served one's country (a satisfac- 
tion which no one in the world can enjoy to a greater degree than your- 
self) a generous mind must ever esteem that which Mows from the ap- 
probation of persons of your distinguished character and merit. My 
design is to reiimbark for France in a few mouths, but whether iu a 
public character or not is uncertain, I have not as yet learned, except 
from the information of my friends in private, what were the reasons 
for my being recalled, and though I have understood by their and by 
the general conversation of others that it is expected that I return to 
France in a public character, yet as the affairs I was engaged iu for the 
public, which I was obliged to leave unsettled, oblige me to return, 
though it should bo iu a private character. I have not been solicitous 
about the resolutions that may be taken on the subject. The reception 
ot the French minister and other affairs which have engaged the at- 
tention of Congress siuce my return has prevented my having a public 
audience, but I expect one iu a few days, after which 1 shall do myself 
the honor of paying you a visit at headquarters, and am iu hopes that 
his excellency M. Gerard will visit you at the same time. He is very 
desirous of an opportunity of paying personally his respects to one 
for whom he as well as his nation, and I may add all the brave and 
generous in Europe, have the highest esteem. I promise myself the 
pleasure of communicating many things in a personal conversation which 
may be agreeable and entertaining to you, but which can not so well 
be pnt into a letter; meantime I have taken the liberty of enclosing 
the copies of a letter from M. de Vergennes to the President of Con- 
gress, of one from him to me, and of one from Dr. Franklin to the 
President. 1 send them, because I think it will be agreeable to you to 
find that the sentiments entertained of me by his majesty and the 
court of France and by our mutual friend have been similar to those 
which you have honored me with. I most sincerely congratulate you 
on the favorable prospects before us, happily owing to the persever- 
ance and bravery of your army in a principal degree, and though I 
have not had the honor of sharing with you the dangers and the hon- 
ors of the field, yet no one has or can ever be more sensibly affected 
and interested by both the one and the other. 

In hopes that I shall soon have the honor of waiting on you in person, 
1 am, with the most sincere respect, etc. 

Silas Deane. 
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A. Lee and Adams to Sartiue.* 

PASSY, August 13, 1778. 

Sib: Your excellency's letter of tile 29th of July, euoiosing a plan for 
a system of regulations for prizes and prisoners, we bad tUe honor of 
receiving in due time, aud are very sorry it lias remained so long un- 
answered. 

lu general, we are of opinion that the regulations are Very good; 
but we beg leave to lay before your excellency the foi lowing observa- 
tions : 

Upon the second article we observe* that the extensive jurisdiction 
of the judges of admiralty in America, which, considering the local and 
other cireumstimces of that country, can not easily be contracted, will 
probably render this regulation impracticable in America, lu France 
it will, as far as we are able to judge of it, be very practicable, aud con- 
sequently beneficial. But we submit to your excellency's consideration 
whether it would not be better in America, after the words "fes dites 
jnges," to add — "or the register of the court of admiralty, or some other 
person authorized by the judge." The jurisdiction of the court of ad- 
miralty in America extending for some hundred miles, this regulation 
would be subject to great delays, aud other inconveniences, if it was 
confined to the judge. The fourth article seems to be subject to the 
same inconveniences, and therefore to require the same amendment. 

Upon the fourteenth article, we beg leave to submit to your excel- 
lency's consideration whether the heavy duties upon British merchan- 
dise aud manufactures, if these are to be paid upon prize goods, will 
not operate as a great discouragement to the sale of prizes made by 
American cruisers; and whether it would be consistent with his 
majesty's interest to permit merchandise and manufactures taken in 
prizes made by Americans to be stored in his majesty's warehouses, if 
you please, until they can be exported to America, and without being 
subject to duties. 

We know not the expense that will attend these regulations and pro- 
ceedings iu the courts of this kingdom ; but as toe fees of office in 
America are very moderate, aud our people have been accustomed to 
such only, we submit to your excellency whether it will not be necessary 
to state aud establish the fees here, aud make the establishments so far 
public that Americans may be able to inform themselves. 

As we are not well instructed in the laws of this kingdom, or in the 
course of the courts of admiralty here, it is very possible that some 
inconveniences may arise in the practice upon these regulations which 
we do not at present foresee ; if they should, we shall beg leave to rep- 
resent them to your excellency, and to request his majesty to make the 
uecessary alterations. 
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We submit these observations to your excellency's superior wisdom, 
and have the honor to be, with sentiments of the most perfect respect, 
your excellency's most obedient and most humble servants, 

ARTHUR Lee. 

John Adams. 

P. 8. — Dr. Franklin concurs with us in these sentiments, but as be 
is absent, we are obliged to send the letter without his subscribing. 



Gardoqifl to A. Lee." 

Madrid, August 13, 1778. 

Dear Sir: My last respects went to you under the 23d ultimo ; and 
referring you to my sequels with regard to your desires of me in money 
matters, I must beg leave to inform you that the proposal you have 
cade for borrowing money through the hands of a nobleman at your 
place is received, aud that .you being served therewith would give your 
friends on this side a real pleasure; but I am sorry to tell you that it is 
impossible for the present. You will please to observe and consider 
upon the immense charges occasioned within these two or three years, 
and that all is done merely on account of your present quarrel, as like- 
wise that such formidable preparations have been and will still be of 
infinite service to the Americans; besides which, it is well known to 
yourself, aud more so to your worthy constituents, that great succors 
Hiave been sent forthwith through various channels, and that the same 
is continued to this day, and will be so in future as much as possible. 

In short, it is not doubted but you will represent the whole to your 
constituents, looking upou all in its true light, and observing that if 
affairs should be accommodated to their satisfaction and that of this 
side the means of succoring you would be facilitated. 
I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

James Gaedoqui. 



John Paul Jones to the Commissioners at Paris, t 

Brest, August 15, 1778. 
Gentlemen: I have now been five days in this place, since my ar- 
rival from Passy, during which time I have neither seen nor beard from 
Lieutenaut Siinpsou. But Mr. Hill, who was last winter at Passy, and 
sailed with me from Nantes, informs me truly, that it is generally reported 
in the Ranger, and of course through the French fleet and on shore, 
that 1 am turned out of the service, and that you, gentlemen, gave Mr. 
Simpson my place, with a captain's commission; that my letter of the 
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lOtli of July to you was involuntary ou my part, and in obedience only 
to your orders to avert dreadful consequences to myself. These, gen- 
tlemen, are not idle, ill-grouuded conjectures, but melancholy facts; 
therefore, 1 beseech you, I conjure you, I demand of you, to afford mo 
redress — redress by a court-martial, to form which we have now a suffi- 
cient number of officers in France, with the assistance of Captain 
Hinmau, exclusive of myself. The Providence and the Boston are ex- 
pected here very soon from Nantes, and I am certain that they neither 
can nor will depart again before my friend Captain Flioman cau coine 
down here, and it is his unquestioned right to succeed me in the com- 
mand of the Ranger. 

I have faithfully and personally supported and fought for the digni- 
fied cause of human nature ever since the American banner first waved 
on the Delaware and on the ocean. This I did when that man did not 
call himself a republican, but left the continent and served its enemies; 
and this I did when that man appeared dastardly backward, and did 
not support me as he ought. 

I conclude by requesting you to call before you and examine for your 
own satisfaction Mr. Edward Meyers, who is now at the house of the 
Swedish ambassador, and who, having been with nae as a volunteer, 
can and will, I am persuaded, represent to you the conduct of the offi. 
cers and men towards me, both before I left Brest and afterwards in 
the Irish channel, as well as my conduct towards them. 

I have, the honor to he, with sentiments of due respect and esteem, 
your very obliged and very humble servant, 

John Paul Jukes. 



Sartine to tlie Commissioners at Paris. 

[Trauulation.*] 

Versailles, August 16, 1778. 
Gentlemen: I take the earliest opportunity to answer the observa- 
tions addressed to me in the letter which you did me the honor to write 
me the 13th instant on the project of a regulation for the prizes and 
prisoners of the respective United States. I conceive that I have ful- 
filled the object by digesting anew the second and fourteenth articles, 
of which I annex another text, with copies of the different laws that 
have been lately published respecting prizes. Moreover, 1 will at all 
times receive with pleasure your representations of the inconveniences 
which may attend, in your opinion, the execution of the regulation, and 
you may be assured that his majesty will be always disposed to grant 
the inhabitants of the United States every facility compatible with the 
interests of his finauces and the commerce of his subjects. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Sabtine. 
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REGULATIONS FOR PHIZES ASI> PRISONERS. * 

By the King: Hie majesty, desirous of making known his intentions, as well with 
respect to tlie prizes which his subjects may carry into the ports of the United States 
of America, as also respecting admitting iuto Ilia own ports the prizes made by Amer- 
ican privateers, and calculating on the perfect equality which constitutes the basis 
of his engagements with the said United States, he has ordained and docs ordain as 
follows : 

Article I. French privateers shall he permitted to conduct and cause to be con- 
ducted the prizes made from his majesty's enemies into the ports of the United States 
of America to lepair them, so as to proceed again to sea, or to sell them definitively. 

Art. II. In the case of simple anchoring, the conductors of prizes shall be bound to 
make, before the judges of the place, a summary declaration containing the circum- 
stances of the capture and motives of anchoring, and to request the said judges to go 
on board the captured prizes and seal up such places as may admit of it, and make 
out a short description of what can not bo contained under the said seals, the state 
of which shall be verified in France by the officers of the admiralty, on the copy 
which the officer conducting the prize shall be obliged to report. 

AltT. II (amended). In case of simple anchoring, the eaptaina conducting the prizes 
shall he hound to make, before the judges of the place, their secretaries, or other 
persons authorized by them, a summary declaration containing the circumstances of 
the capture and motives of anchoring, and to request the said judges, their sec- 
retaries, and other persons authorized hy them, to go on board the captured vessels 
and seal up such places as may admit of it, and make out a short description of what 
can not be contained under such seals, the state of which shall be verified in France 
by the officers of the admiralty, on the copy of which the officer conducting his prize 
shall ho hound to report. 

Art. III. His majesty, nevertheless, permits captains conducting prizes to sell in 
the ports of the United Stales cither perishable merchandise or such other as may 
supply the wants of the vessels during the time of their stay. The said conductors 
of prizes sliall be bound to ask permission from the judges of the place for this pur- 
pose in the ordinary form, and proceed to the sale by the public officers appointed 
for that purpose, and to report copies as well of the proceeding as of the verbal 
process of the sale. 

Art. IV. The prise-masters, who shall be authorized by the owners or captains of 
the capturing privateer to sell the said prizes in the ports of the United States, shall 
be obliged to make before the judges a de' ailed report, which shall afterwards be 
verified in the hearing of at least two of their crew, and to request the said judges to 
godirectly on hoard of theprizes to make out a verbal process, seal up the hatches and 
cabin, takeau inventory of what can not be sealed, and appoint sequestrators ; which 
judges shall proceed afterwards to interrogate the captain, officers, and other per- 
sons of the crew of the captured vessel to the number of two or three, or more if it is 
judged necessary, and shall trausiate the useful papers on board, if there are inter- 
preters, and annex compared copies of the said useful papers to the minutes of the 
proceedings, to have recourse to thcin in case of necessity, as is prescribed for prizes 
conducted into the ports of the kingdom by the forty-second article of the declaration 
of the 24th of June last. 

Art. V. As soon as the copies of the said proceedings and the original papers and 
translations shall have been addressed to the secretary-general of the marine at 
Paris for process in judgment hy the council of prizes, the captain, or his agent, 
may require the provisional sale of the merchandise and effects subject to perishing, 
and even the definitive sale of the prizes, and all the merchandise of their cargos, 
whenever they shall evidently appear the enemy's property from tho papers on 
board, and the interrogatories of the prisoners, in the manner that shall be ordered 
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by the judges of the places, ami as is proscribed for prizun com I acted into tb&ports 
ofths kingdom by tbe forty-filth article of the said declaration of the 24th of June 
last. 

Art. VI. The discharge, inventory, sale, and delivery of tbe said prizes and mer- 
chandise shall be made agreeable to the formalities practised in the ports of the 
United States. The captains, conductors of prizes, shall be bound to report the 
particular liquidations or summary statements of the proceeds of the said prizes and 
expenses inclined on their account, that the said particular liquidations or sum- 
mary statements may bo deposited by the owner, or the secretary of the admiralty, 
at the place of outfit, agreeable to the fifty-seventh article of the declaration of 
the 24th of June last, to which secretary the judgments and prize papers shall be 
scut in order to be registered. 

ART. VII. All the prisoners that shall he found on board either of the French pri- 
vateers that shall come to anchor in the ports of tbe United States, or on hoard the 
prizes which shall be brought there, shall be immediately delivered to the governor 
or magistrate of the place, to bo secured in the name of tho king, and maintained 
at his expense, as shall likewise bo done in the French ports with respect to the 
prisoners made by the American privateers. The captains who carry back their 
prizes to be sold in tho ports of tho kingdom shall, nevertheless, he bound to carry 
with them two or three principal prisoners, in order to bo interrogated by tho officers 
of tho admiralty, who shall make the inquiry. 

Aiit. VIII. Tho privateers of the United States may condnct, or cause to he con- 
ducted, their prizes into the ports belonging to his Majesty, whethor for the purpose 
of anchoring and remaining thero until they are in a condition to proceed again to 
sea, or for the purpose of selling them definitively. 

Art, IX. In case of simple anchoring, the prize-masters shall be hound to make, 
within twenty-four hours after arrival, their declaration before the officers of the 
admiralty, who shall gn on board of the vessels, in order to seal up such places as may 
admit of it, and to make a brief description of what can not be comprehended under 
the said seals, without allowing anything to be landed from onboard of the said 
prizes, under the penalties contained ill his Majesty's arrets and regulations. 

Art. X. His Majesty, nevertheless, permits the said American privateers to sell in 
his ports either tbe perishable merchandise, or such other, in order to defray the ex- 
penses of tbe vessels during the time of their being in port, charging them to request 
permission from the officers of the admiralty, iu presence of whom the said sale shall 
be made. 

Art. XI. When the subjects of the United States would wish to sell their prizes 
in tho ports of the kingdom, the captain who shall have made the prize, or the officer 
intrusted with bringing it in, shall be bound to make, before the officers of the 
admiralty, a detailed report, which shall he verified iu tbe hearing of at least two 
of their crew; tbe officers of the admiralty shall go immediately on board of the 
prize, to make out a verbal process, seal the hatches anil cabins, make an inventory 
of what can not be sealed, and appoint keepers ; they shall afterwards proceed to in- 
terrogate the captains, officers, and other people beluuging to the crew of the prize; 
shall cause the useful papers on board to be translated, of which they shall annex 
compared copies to the minutes of the proceedings; and the original and translated 
pieces, as also the copies of the said proceedings, shall bo sent to the deputies of the 
United States at Paris. 

Art. XII. The captains, conductors of prizes, or their agents, may request the 
officers of the admiralty to proceed to the provisional sale of such merchandise and 
effects as are subject to perish, and even to the definitive sale of the prists, and of all 
their merchandise on board, when they shall appear to have belonged to the enemy, 
from the papers on hoard and the information of the prisoners, in the same manner 
as is prescribed for the prizes taken by French privateers by the forty -fifth article of 
the declaration of the 24th of June last. 
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AilT. XIII. The discharge, inventory, sale, anil delivery of the said prizes shall he 
made in presence of the officers of the admiralty, whose fees, either for discharging, 
inventory, or sale, shall be reduced one-half, agreeably to the term* of the fifty-second 
article of the declaration of the 24th of June last. The said officers shall not proceed 
to a particular liquidation of the proceeds of the prizes until they shall be required 
by the parties concerned ; and, in every case where the delivery of several copies is 
required, no more shall be paid to the register for the second and third than the price 
of the stamped paper and the expense of writing. 

Art. XIV. It ia his Majesty's pleasure that the arret of liiscotiueil, by which, agree- 
able to the secoud article of the 24th of June last, it shall be determined what kind 
and quality of merchandise, proceeding from prizes, shall be consumed iu the king- 
dom, as also what duties they shall be subject to, shall likewise extend to the mer- 
chandise proceeding from prizes taken by American privateers, who are charged to 
fulGll the formalities prescribed by the arrets aud regulations 

AllT. XIV, amended. It is his Majesty's pleasure that the arret of his council, by 
■which, agreeable to the second article of the 24th of June last, i : . shall be determined 
what kind aud quality of merchandise, proceeding from prizes, shall be consumed in 
the kingdom, as also what duties they shall be subject to, shall likewise extend co 
the merchandise proceed inn from prizea taken by American pTtvateers, who are 
charged to fulfill the formalities prescribed by the arrets aud regulations, especially 
with respect to the merchandise which they would export, whether to the ports of 
the United States, or to all other foreign eouutri.es; and that they shall he permitted 
for this purpose to keep them during a year io the magazines of deposit free from 
all iluty. 

Art, XV. The American privateers may deliver iu tho ports, to the commissioners ' 
of the ports and arsenals of tho mnrine, the prisoners they may have on board. His 
Majesty will give orders that the said prisoners shall be conducted, guarded, and 
maintained iu the came and at the expense of the United States. 



Dumas to M. Van Berckel.* 

The Hague, August 17, 1778. 
SiE; I have had the honor of in form i ng yoa that I intended answer- 
ing your favor of the 31st of July last, wherein you did me the honor of 
charging me to send to the plenipotentiaries of the United States of 
America, in Paris, the testimony of the satisfaction that had been given 
to the honorable regency of your city, and to yon in particular, by the 
trans in issiou of a copy of their treaty of amity and com inerce with France, 
Not only has your request been complied with by transmitting to those 
gentlemen a copy of your letter, but I did more; for having occasion at 
the same time to write to America directly, I have adtled another copy 
for Congress. That body, therefore, will, without delay, be informed of 
the benevolent sympathy which the republic in her turn feels for her 
worthy sister, as also of the happy effects which this sympathy can not 
fail to produce, when the obstacle unfortunately attached to the ship 
shall have lost the power of obstructing her progress. Meantime, con- 
tinue, sir, by your patriotic efforts to clear away difficulties, to provide 
means, aud to hasten the moment of a connection so desirable on both 

* MSS. Pep. of State; 5 Sparks' Dip. Kev, Corr., 245, 
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sides, and present ami future generations will bless your name ami your 
memory. 

You will have seen by tlie gazettes, and especially by tbatof Leydcn, 
with what unanimity and dignity the United States disdained the propo- 
sitions, injurious to their good, great, and august ally, us well as their 
own majesty, made to them by the British commissioners. I have in 
hand and will show you the authentic proofs of this, as well as of the 
horror which tbe Americans have of ever returning under the iron seep- 
tre they have broken. This confounds the falsehoods that have been 
uttered and kept up with so much complacency in this country. Will 
they never cease to give credit to such impudent assertions? I can 
not forbear to transcribe what a friend* Las written me. This friend 
does not know in detail what I have been doing here. He bad asked 
me bow 1 advanced. 1 had told him festina lente, 

" In general," says he, " I am not disposed to precipitation, especially 
in important affairs. But I can not help saying that there may be some 
danger of the good people in Holland losing some advantages in com- 
merce with America by their too great caution. I have reason to be- 
lieve that the British ministry have already sent orders to their com- 
missioners to give up the point of independence, provided they can ob- 
tain some exclusive benefit in America." 

I wish, however, that we could concert some new movement. There 
is yet time to think of it before the meeting of the assembly. In all that 
concerns myself I can ouly promise my best efforts. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Dumas. 



, Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Sartine.f 

Passy, August IS, 1778. 
Sis: We embrace this first opportunity to answer the letter which 
your excellency did us the honor to address to us tbe 16th of this 
month. 

We have examined, with some attention, the alterations which your 
excellency has made in the secoud and fourteenth articles of the pro- 
jected regulations, and are of opinion that they will remove the diffi- 
culties we apprehended from the first draught. 

We thank your excellency for the obliging expressions of your readi- 
ness to receive any representations which we may hereafter have 
occasion to make of inconveniences arising in the execution of these 
regulations, which, however, we hope will not occur. We submit the 



* Willi sun Lee, wljo was at this time in Frankfort. 
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whole to you excel lei ioy 1 s deliberation ami decision, and are, with senti- 
ments of tbe siueerest respect, your excellency's most obedient humble 
servants. 

li. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



John Paul Jones to Whipple." 

Brest, August IS, 1778. 
Stu: I request that you will summon a court martial for tlie trial of 
Lieut. Thomas Simpson, with whose conduct I bavfl been and am un- 
Satisfied, and who is now under suspension for disobedience of my 
written orders. 

I am, sir, with due regard, your most humble servant. 

John I'aul Jones. 



Whipple to John PeluI Jones, t 

Brest, August 19, 1778. 
Sir: I am honored with your letter of this day, requesting that I 
will sumuion a court-martial for tbe trial of Lieut, Thomas Simpson, 
with whose conduct you have been, and are, unsatisfied, and who, you 
say, is under suspension for disobedience to your written orders. Hav- 
ing maturely considered the contents of your letter, and with as much 
accuracy as possible attended to every particular, 1 return for answer 
the subjoined reasons, which will at once explain tbe impossibility of 
calling a court-martial, and fully acquaint you with my sentiments on 
that subject. 

Yon are sensible that the continental regulations have expressly 
ordered t hat a con rt- martial shall consist of at least three cap tains, which 
is impossible, as Captain llinuian declines to sit, he expecting a court 
of inquiry upon his own conduct on his arrival in America; and, hav- 
ing assigned a reason of so forcible a nature, [ think lie is acting a 
part at once prudent and becoming. 

You will permit the remark that, by Lieutenant Simpson's parole, 
taken by yourself June 10, 1778, Lieutenant Simpson engaged, on his 
parole of honor, to consider himself as under suspension till he shall 
be called upon to meet you face to face before a court-martial, unless 
you should, in the mean time, release him from his parole, which I con- 
ceive that you have done by your letter of the 101b of July to the 
honorable commissioners, where you mention that you are willing to 

-MSS. Dep. of Shtte; t Spitrka' Dip. Rev. Corr., 310. 
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let. the dispute drop forever by giving up that parolo, which would 
entitle Lieutenant Simpson to the command of the Ranger ; that this, 
as you bore no malice, would bo making him all the present satisfaction 
in your power, provided that you had injured him ; and that you will 
trust to himself to make au acknowledgment if, on the contrary, lie has 
injured you. In my opinion, this is giving up his parole iu the most 
ample manner, as it does not appear to me that you made, by letter or 
otherwise, any compact or agreement with Lieutenant Simpson that he 
should make any concessions on his part, or anything of that nature; 
neither that he was to be answerable to a court-martial when the sup- 
posed crime was blotted out for which he was at first responsible. 

1 believe that the honorable commissioners accepted it in the same 
light, as, by their letter of the same date, it would seem you gave then 
the greatest satisfaction iu affording them an opportunity to reinstate 
Lieuteuant Simpson on board the Ranger. The commissioners further 
order him to take the command of the Hunger, as her first lieutenant, 
and to join me and to obey my orders, all which sufficiently evinces 
that Lieutenant Simpson is no longer considered as under suspension, 
and, consequently, can not be responsible to a court-martial for disobe- 
dience to written orders from you, from which he is amply released by 
your voluntary surrender of his parole. However, if this explanation, 
attempted to be made iu the most candid manner, should not prove 
agreeable, I beg leave to refer you to the absolute impossibility of call- 
ing a court-martial, agreeable to the resolves of Congress, and flatter 
myself that ,>ou will believe me to be, with due respect, sir, your most 
obedient and most humble servant, 

Abraham: Whiitle, 



Gardoqui to A, Lee.* 

Madrid, August 20, 1778. 

Dear Sir : I confirm my last compliments to you under the 13th 
instant, wherein I observed how difficult it would be to borrow the two 
millions sterliug here, under the present circumstances, more especially 
while the enormous charges and fittiug out of vessels are carried on 
merely to protect your colonies, which are besides assisted with effect- 
ive succors, and will bo so in future as much as possible. Since my 
letter I have maturely considered upon the matter, and it has occurred 
to me that if your Government means by it to take up all the paper that 
has been laid out, perhaps the cession of Florida to Spain (in case you 
could reduce it) might at the conclusion of peace produce, if not the 
whole, at least a great part of the funds required. 

You will no doubt consider that I can not penetrate the way of think- 
ing of our court iu this and other entangled matters, but judging like 
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a merchant, I think a negotiation of this kind might well take place, 
for I imagine it would be proper for both that the frontier in question 
should not remain in future in the hands of enemies or suspicions pow- 
ers. There is besides a further negotiation which might be added to 
the great benefit of your States and this court, and that is your provid- 
ing this kingdom with good timber for the Spanish navy at commodious 
prices. 

I hope, sir, you will excuse my liberty in pointing out these hints, to 
which 1 am led by the honest principle of friendship, and by the wished- 
for view that the interest of both countries may be united upon a sin- 
cere and lasting footing; therefore I hope you will weigh the same as 
you may think more convenient, observing that I suppose you will not 
propose it to our court before you know how the honorable Congress 
think, upon botli objects. 

I am, with unfeigned esteem, etc., 

James Gardoqui. 



A. Iiee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs.* 

Paris, August til, 177S. 
Gentlemen : I wrote you on the 28th ultimo of my having pressed 
for thu loan directed by Congress. 1 have received an assurance through 
the ambassador that an answer will be given to uiy memorial as soon 
as possible. 

I enclose you a memorial for the consideration of Congress, as we do 
not think ourselves authorized to act upon it without express orders. 
Could one be sure that justice would be done to the public, it might be 
of advantage to adopt this scheme, for Congress must not trust to the 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 510. Iti 2 A. Lee's Life, 72, this lette r opens as follows : 

" Gkntlmmkn: I hail tko honor of writing to you oil the 7th instant, enclosing 
Mi'. Williams' accounts, those of Mr. Hodge, and Dr. Bancroft's accusation against my 
secretary, with souio observations upon it by Lieutenant Livingston. 

" I send you our banker's account from the beginning, with the explanation left by 
Mr. Deaue. Nothing of moment has happened since I wrote you last. 

"We are pretty well informed that the British cabinet has resolved to acknowledge 
your independency. It does uoc seem to me that they can possibly avoid doing so in 
a year's time on any conditions that may be prescribed to them. Such certainly is 
their exhausted state Id every respect, that an attempt to carry on a war against the 
United States and France combined, and supported, as the latter are sure of being, 
by Spain, is such an act of folly as can not but end speedily in their utter son fusion. 

"Be so good as to inform Mr, Robert Morris that in consequence of his letter to my 
brother William, ho has written to Dr. Franklin and myself, requesting us to deliver 
to Mr. Ross all the papers among those of the late Mr. T. Morris which do not con. 
cern the public agency. This shall bo complied with on my part whenever Mr. Ross 
desires it; the trunk, locked aud sealed, having been left with Dr. Franklin, and the 
keys with me," 

Tbc remainder is substantially as in the test, 
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success of a loan, which, for the following reasons, I apprehend will he 
found impracticable. 

The war in Germany supervening on that between us and Great Brit- 
ain, and the preparations for it by France and Spain, have raised and 
multiplied the demand for money, so as to give the holders of it their 
choice and their price. Tho empress queen has engrossed every shilling 
in The Netherlands. England has drawn large sums from the Hol- 
landers, who can not easily quit their former market. France is nego- 
tiating a loan of one hundred million livies, which will exhaust Geneva 
and Swit?erlaud, The money-holders regard the lending their money at 
such a distance as Jacob did the sending Benjamin into Egypt, and it 
is time only will make them endure the thought of such a separation. 

These are the difficulties which the circumstances of things oppose to 
our scheme of a loan, and render the aid of some other operation neces- 
sary for sinking the superabundant paper. 

The minister's answer relative to M. Holker was that he had no au- 
thority from this court ; bat on this our joint letter I expect will be more 
full. I have determined to write to you once a nionth, or oftener, as 
opportunity offers, and as we do not write so frequently, 1 am tempted 
to mention things which should properly come from ail the commis- 
sioners, as they relate to tlie joint commission. 

From the necessity of tho case we have ventured to administer the 
oath of allegiance to those who desire passports of us; but I hope Con- 
gress will authorize their commissioners to do so where it is necessary. 
I have tho honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin. Lee, and Adams to John Paul Jones.* 

1'ASSY, August 22, 1778. 
Sir: We have received your letter of the 15th, and have written to 
Captain Whipple to appoint a court-martial for the trial of Lieutenant 
Simpson, provided there is a sufficient number of officers to constitute 
one. This, however, is not to make any change in his command of Ihe 
Ranger uutd the trial is over; nor then, unless the judgment of that 
court is against him. 
We are, sir, etc., 

B. Frankxin, 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 
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Izard to the Commissioners at Paris.* 

Paris, August 25, 1778. 

Gentlemen : Tn a letter which 1 have lately received from Florence, 
and which I have had the honor of laying before you, it is recommended 
that an endeavor should be made to interest the ministry in favor of any 
loan that may be attempted in Genoa for the United States, as it is 
probable the Genoese may require the security of the Court of France 
for the payment of such sums as they may have it in their power to 
lend. The ministry must be convinced of the ability of America, in a 
few years after the establishment of peace, to discharge any pecuniary 
engagement she may at present have occasion to enter into, and the 
connection which subsists between the two countries will, I hope, in- 
duce them to afford ns every assistance in their power. I shall be glad 
to know whether you think I ought to apply to Count de Vergennes on 
the subject, or that the application should be made first by you ; in 
either case, I shall be ready to cooperate with you, or act in any man- 
ner that shall appear most likely to produce the desired effect. 

Captain Woodford, who has lately arrived in this city from Leghorn, 
informs me that there are some merchants there inclined to enter into 
the American trade. He is to command a vessel from that port, and is 
apprehensive of meeting some of the cruisers belonging to the states of 
Africa. This danger will probably deter many Americans from enter- 
ing into the Mediterranean trade, and, if possible, it should be removed. 
The King of France, in the eighth article of the treaty of commerce, 
bus engaged to employ his good olhces and interposition with the Em- 
peror of Morocco, and with the regencies of Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli, 
and every other power on the coast of Barbary, in order to provide as 
fully as possible for the convenience and safety of the inhabitants of 
the United States, and their vesssels and effects, against all violence, 
insult, attacks, or depredatious on the part of the said princes and states 
of Barbary and their subjects. 

You will be so good as to inform me whether any steps have been 
taken by the court of France for the security of the inhabitants of the 
United States in consequence of the above article. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Ralph Izard. 



Franklin, Lee and Adams to Izard. t 

Passy, August 25, 1778. 
SrR: We have the honor of your letter of this date, and shall give 
the earliest attention to its contents. 
We apprehend there would be no impropriety at all in your applica- 
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tion to bis excellency theCountdo Verge nncs concerning the subject 
of a loan in Genoa, and we wish that you would apply. As we wish, 
however, to do everything in our power to procure you success, we shall 
do ourselves the honor to propose the subject to his excellency the first 
time we see him, which will probably be to-morrow, when we shall make 
an application to him also upon the other subject of your letter, the 
interposition of his majesty with the Emperor of Morocco, and with the 
regencies of Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, and every other power on the coast 
of Barbary. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 

August 27, 

P. S. — Since writing the foregoing, we have spoken of the Genoese 
loan to Count de Vergennes, who gave us no encouragement to hope 
that France would engage for us in that affair. The other matter will 
be the subject of a proposed written memorial. 



Adams to Laurens, President of Congress." 

Passt, August 27, 1778. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose the last gazettes, by which Con- 
gress will see the dearth of news in Europe at present. We expect an 
abundance of it at once soon, as we have nothing from America since 
the 4th of July. 

The French fleet went out again from Brest the 17th, but we have 
not yet heard that the English fleet is out. While the two fleets were 
in the harbor, the British Kiist India fleet and another small West India 
fleet got in; a misfortune of no small moment, as the British finances 
will receive by means of it a fresh supply of money for the present, and 
their fleet a considerable reiinforcement of seamen. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, etc., 

John Adams. 



A. Lee to Gardoqui.t 

Paris, August 27, 1778. 
Dear Sir : I received yesterday your favor of the 13th. If 1 remem- 
ber rightly what made me delay writing to you relative to the bills was 
my desire of informing you, at the same time, of their being accepted ; 
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and it was long before I could learn that myself, from tbe maimer in 
which they were drawn. I am very sorry it did you any disservice. 

I am neither unmindful of, nor ungrateful for, the support we have 
received from your quarter. The inevitable necessity which compelled 
an application for more gave me great uneasiness. I was sensible the 
sum desired was very considerable. But so are our wants. It is our 
misfortune, not our fault, that we are obliged thus to trouble and dis- 
tress our friends. I trust they will consider it in that light. There is 
nothing more precarious and immeasurable than what influences public 
credit. The sum sought would have enabled Congress to call in such 
a quantity of the paper emitted as must establish the credit and value 
of the rest in defiance or" all tbe efforts of our enemies. And I think 
that if our friends could lend us even as much as would constitute a 
fund here on which Congress might draw, so as to call in at ouee one 
or two million dollars, it would greatly raise the value of the rest. This 
would require about eight or ten million livres. When it is seen that 
the redemption is begun, hopes and expectations will be raised, and 
credit grow upon tbem. But emitting more, without redeeming any, 
makes people think that no redemption is intended, and consequently 
produces doubts and discredit. 

It is long ago that I foresaw, and 1 had the honor of stating it at 
Burgos, the necessity of providing for the support of our funds, or rather 
funds themselves, by the assistance of our friends in Europe. I will 
venture to say that one million sterling furnished in this manner 
would have been a more effectual aid than all the preparations fbat 
have or can be made, unless they go to actual hostilities. Have these 
preparations prevented twelve ships of the line from being sent Oil our 
coast to augment enormously' that naval force which was already suf- 
ficient to stop our commerce and prevent us from sending our produce 
to procure funds in Europe! When we argue against facts we deceive 
ourselves. Tbe fact then is, that these preparations, however formi- 
dable, have had so little effect, that though our enemies were hardly a 
match for France alone at sea, they ventured, in the face of those prep- 
arations, to dispatch a powerful fleet agaiust us. Somehow or other 
they did not believe those preparations were meant agaiust them. 
Have they been deceived in the event? Has their temerity been chas- 
tised as it deserved? lias the fleet of Spain joined that of Franco to 
crush at one blow their divided naval power? I do not mean to ques- 
tion the goodness of the reasons for this; f mean only to state the fact. 
1 mean to show, too, that it is not extraordinary that we should desire 
other aid than that which, however well intended, does not effeetuaily 
operate to the relief intended. It is our necessity, not our choice, that 
speaks. To make a diversion in our favor was benevolent ; to send us 
clothing for troops and naval stores was generous and friendly; but if 
that diversion has not hindered our commerce from being obstructed 
by powerful fleets, if the utter discredit of our money for want of J'uuda 
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prevents soldiers, sailors, and otliora from engaging in our service, and 
exposes our country to the cruel depredations and devastations of an 
enraged enemy, can our fr iends tliink hardly of us if We press them 
for that assistance which only can relieve our distress ? 

There is a passage in your letter which, as [ suppose it was not inad- 
vertently inserted, I will give my opinion upon fully. It is "that if 
affairs should be accommodated to your and our satisfaction tiio means 
of succoring us would be facilitated." There is nothing we wish more 
tliau sneli an accommodation, consistent with our engagements and our 
future security. X can assure you that no people are more averse to 
war than those of the United States. Were peace once established 
upon wise principles, leaving ns such neighbors as the Spaniards, whose 
fair and uuencroaching dispositions would preventany attempts to dis- 
turb us, I do not see any reason to suppose w r e should ever be engaged 
in a foreign war. A war of ambition I am sure we shall never have. 
No people were ever more sensible of the value of peace, or more dis- 
posed to enjoy themselves and let others enjoy in tranquillity the fruits 
of their labor. 

We are a young people, and have had fourteen civil governments to 
settle during the heat and pressure of a violent war, accompanied with 
every possible circumstance that could augment the expense atid diffi- 
culty usually attending a state of warfare. It is in this moment of 
distress that our real friends will show themselves in enabling us to 
prevent those calamities which, though they can not subdue, will yet 
injure us infinitely. Our industry, were peace and commerce once 
established, would soon enable us to repay them, and they wotdd he 
sure of a gratitude more lively and lasting. 

Be so good as to assure our friends that I have not omitted, nor shall 
I omit, the smallest ciren instance of their friendship and generosity 
which has passed through me. 1 hope for a speedy and favorable 
answer to transmit to my constituents. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

ATtTHTjR Lee. 

Franklin, Lee, and Adatns to Veigennes." 

Passv, August 2H, V,t8. 
Silt: There are several subjects which we Had it necessary to lay be- 
fore your excellency, and to which we have the honor to ropiest your 
attention. 

At a tjme when the circumstances of the war may demand the atten- 
tion of government, and without doubt call for so great expense, 
we arc sorry to he obliged to request your excellency's advice respect- 
ing the subject of money ; but the nature of the war in America, the 
vast extent of country to defend, and this defense having been made 
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chiefly by militia engaged for short periods, which often obliged us to 
pay more men than could be brought into actual service; and, above 
all, this war havingbeen conducted in the midst of thirteen revolutions 
of civil government against a nation very powerful, both by sea and 
land, has occasioned a very great expense to a country so young, and 
to a government so unsettled. This has ninde emissions of paper 
money indispensable in much larger sums than in the ordinary course 
of business is necessary, or than in any other circumstances would have 
been politic. In order to avoid the necessity of further emissions as 
much as possible, the Congress have borrowed large sums of this paper 
money of the possessors upon interest, and have promised the lenders 
payment of that interest in Europe, and we therefore expect that ves- 
sels from America will brings bills of exchange upon us for that inter- 
est, a large sum of which is now due. 

It is very true that our country is already under obligations to his 
Majesty's goodness for considerable sums of money. The necessities of 
the United States have been such, that the sums heretofore generously 
furnished are nearly, if not quite, expended ; and, when yonr excel- 
lency considers that the American trade has been almost entirely in- 
terrupted by the British power at sea, they having taken as many of 
our vessels as to render this trade more advantageons to our enemy 
than to ourselves ; that our frigates and other vessels, which liave ar- 
rived in this kingdom, have cost us a great sum ; that the provision of 
clothing, aud all the necessaries of war lor onr army, except such as we 
could make in that country, have been shipped from hence at our ex- 
pense; that the expense we have been obliged to incur for onr unfor- 
tunate countrymen who have been prisoners in England, as well as the 
maintenance of those taken from the enemy, has been very considera- 
ble, your excellency will not be surprised when you are informed (hat 
our resources are exhausted. 

We, therefore, hope for the continuance of his majesty's generosity, 
anil that the quarterly payment of seven hundred and fifty thousand 
livres may be continued j and we assure your excellency that the mo- 
ment we are furnished with any other means of answering this demand 
we will no longer trespass on his Majesty's goodness. 

We have further to inform your excellency that we are empowered 
aud instructed by Congress to borrow in Europe a sum of money to 
the amount of two millions sterling which is to be appropriated to the ex- 
press purpose of redeeming so many of the bills of credit in America as 
willbesuflicient, it is apprehended, to restore the remainder to their origi- 
nal value. We, therefore, request his Majesty's permission to borrow 
such part of that sum in his Majesty's kingdom as we may find opportu- 
nity. Although we are empowered to offer a larger interest than is usu- 
ally given by his Majesty, yet, that we may not be any interruption 
to bis Majesty's service, we are willing and desirous of limiting the in 
terest which we may offer to the same that is given by his Majesty. 
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Ami iii this way, although most persons will clioost' to loud their money 
to his Majesty, yet there may be others desirous of forming connec- 
tions of trade with the people in America who will he willing to serve 
them in this way. And perhaps nothing will have a greater tendency 
to cement the connection between the two nations, so happily begnn, 
or to insure to the French nation the benefits of the American trade, 
than something of this kind. 

By the eighth article of the treaty of commerce, his Majesty has 
engaged to employ his good offices and interpositions with the Emperor 
of Morocco, and with tlie regencies of Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, and the 
other powers on the const of Barbary, in order to provide as fully as 
possible for the convenience and safety of the inhabitants of the United 
States, and their vessels and effects, against all violence, insults, 
attacks, or depredatious on the part of the said princes. 

We have received information that there are already American ves- 
sels in Italy desirous of returning thence, and that there are merchants 
in Italy desirous of entering into the American trade, but that an ap- 
prehension of danger from the corsairs of Barbary is a discouragement. 
We therefore request your excellency's attention to this case, and such 
assistance from his Majesty's good offices as was intended by the 
treaty. 

There is another thing that has occurred of late on which we have the 
honor to request your excellency's advice. There are many Americans 
in England, and in other parts of Europe, some of whom are excellent 
citizens, and who wish for nothing so much as to return to their native 
country, aud to take their share in her fortune, whatever that may be, 
Imt are apprehensive of many difficulties in recovering their property. 

Whether it will be practicable and consistent with his Majesty's in- 
terest to prescribe any mode by which Americans of the above descrip- 
tion may be permitted to pass through this kingdom with their apparel, 
furniture, plate, and oilier effects, not merchandise for sale here, with- 
out, paying duties, we submit to his wisdom. 

Wo likewise request of your excellency a passport for such Cartel 
ship as shall bo employed by the English in sending our people, who 
are their prisoners, to France to be exchanged. They propose Gala is 
as the port at which the exchange may be made, but as the prisoners 
we have are at Brest, and the expense of removing them to Calais 
would be considerable, we should be glad that the pirns port would per- 
mit the landing of our people as near Brest as may be, without danger 
of iuconveniency to the slate. 

We have the honor to be, with respect, your excellency's, etc., 

li. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 

JOUN ADjiMS, 
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A, Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs. • 

Paris, AugK&i 31, 177B. 

Gentlemen : It has been hinted to ine that there will be two im- 
portant subjects of negotiation with the Spanish court, upon which I 
beg to have the orders of Congress. 

First. Providing the Spanish navy with masts at a stipulated and as 
reasonable price as possible. 

Second. The cession of Florida, should it be conquered, to their; . 

For this they would stipulate, whenever peace is concluded, to fur- 
nish the funds for redeeming all or a great part of the paper. 

I can not presume to proceed at all on these propositions without 
express instructions. In the mean time whatever further lights I can 
obtain shall be communicated immediately. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 

Declaration of Count de Vergennes, annulling the eleventh and twelfth arti- 
cles of tide commercial treaty with France. 

[Translation^ ] 

The general Congress of the United States of North America having 
represented to the king that the exeeutiou of the eleventh article of the 
treaty of amity and commerce, signed the Ofcli of February last, might 
be productive of inconveniences, and having, therefore, desired the 
suppression of this article, consenting, in return, that the twelfth arti- 
cle shall likewise be of no effect, his Majesty, in order to give a new 
proof of his affection, as also of his desire to consolidate the union and 
good correspondence established between the two states, has been 
pleased to consider their representations. His Majesty has conse- 
quently declared, and does declare by these presents, that he consents 
to the suppression of the eleventh and twelfth articles aforementioned, 
and that it is his intention that they be considered as having never 
been comprehended in the treaty signed the 0e.1i of February last. 

Done at Versailles this 1st day of Sep te in her, 1778. 

Graviek be Vergennes. 



Declaration of the American Commissioners, annulling the eleventh and 
twelfth articles of the same treaty. 

[Translation. {] 

The most Christian king having been pleased to regard the represen- 
tations made to him by the general Congress of North America relat- 
ing to the eleventh article of the treaty of commerce, signed the Cth of 
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February, in the present year, and his Majesty having therefore con- 
sented that the said article should be suppressed, on condition that the 
twelfth article of the same treaty be equally regarded as of none effect ; 
the above said general Congress hath declared on their part, and do 
declare, that they consent to tbe suppression of the eleventh and twelfth 
articles of the above-mentioned treaty, and that their intention is that 
these articles be regarded as having never been comprised in the treaty 
signed the Gth of February. 
In faith whereof, etc, 

B. Franklin, 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams, 



A. Lee to Gardoqui." 

Paris, September 1, 1778. 
Wear Sir: I received your favor of the 20th ultimo last night, and 
will trouble you in addition to what I wrote on the 27th. It depends 
on your side to begin a treaty, of which what you mention must be a 
part. I have already signified my powers and my readiness to do my 
part, without receiving any answer. My powers by commission are 
full, and the ratifications confirm them specially. Neither my con- 
stituents nor myself will be found unwilling to make every reasonable 
return for any aid given us. There are no neighbors we could prefer 
to yon. 

By the last.accounts from America the British army and fleet, alter 
a blooily battle, in the Jerseys, were blocked up in New York by General 
Washington and Count d'Estaing. 

It is not improbable they may be forced to surrender before they arc 
released. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Izard to Hiccoli.i 

Paris, September 1, 1778. 
Dear Sir: Tour favor of the 2Sth of July affords no very flattering 
prospects to us from Tuscany. My expectations and hopes from that 
quarter were high, and I confess that I am disappointed. All Europe 
appears to me to be interested in the success of our cause, and Italy 
will certainly receive no inconsiderable share of the benefits resulting 
from the establishment of the independence of the United States. It 
is, therefore, not a little to be wondered at that she should refuse to 
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stir a finger towards the accomplishment of that event. I am well 
aware that the revenues of the grand duke are not equal to those of 
the King of France; something, however, is certainly in his power; 
and we are taught by scripture to set a proper value on a single 
mite, when it is proportioned to tlie ability of tlie donor. 

The grand duke, you say, Las discharged almost half the debt with 
with which he found the state encumbered at his accession. This is a 
proof of the wisdom and good government of his royal highness, and 
shows how well founded the opinion is which the world has entertained 
of that excellent prince. It shows also that his state is in a very flour- 
ishing condition. I have been lately informed that his royal highness 
intends shortly to discharge another part of his debt to the amount 
of three millions of French livres. If this payment could be post- 
poned, and the money lent to the United States, it would be of consider- 
able service to them. You will excuse me for pressing this subject 
with earnestness, as I have the greatest desire to execute the business 
which the Congress have doue me the honor of putting into my hands. 

Captain Woodford has lately arrived here from Leghorn. He in- 
forms me that some merchants at that port are determined to enter into 
the American trade, and that he is to command a vessel from thence 
bound to Virginia, which he thinks will be ready to sail in the course 
of a few weeks. He is a man of a very good character, and I hope he 
will succeed, which will probably induce many others to follow his ex- 
ample. He has charged himself with the delivery of this letter, and I 
do not doubt but that yon will give him any advice or assistance in your 
power to facilitate the execution of his plan. 

My wife and family join in offering you their compliments; and I 
am, dear sir, etc. 

Kalpu Izard. 



" Izard to Vergemies. 

Paris, September 2, 1778. 

Sib: I am directed by the Congress to endeavor to procure a loan of 
money in Italy, and have in consequence done everything in my power 
to obtain proper information on the subject. My correspondent in Tus- 
cany gives me no hopes of procuring any there, as that country is just 
beginning to emerge from a state of languor, under which it has suf- 
fered for two centuries. 

No other part of Italy seems to afford a more agreeable prospect ex- 
cept Genoa, and I am told that even there the security of the court of 
France will probably be expected for any sum which the inhabitants of 
that republic may have it in their power to lend to the United States. 
The value of the paper currency of America has sunk, on account of 
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the great sums which it has been absolutely necessary to issue Ul the 
prosecution of the war against Great Britain. If the loan can bo W- 
tained, the Congress will be enabled to reduce the quantity in circula- 
tion, and at the same time raise and establish the credit of the remain- 
der. This will be of such important service to our country, that 1 am 
induced to hope your excellency will be so good as to afford us your 
assistance in it, and speak to the Marquis Spiuola, the envoy from 
Genoa, on the subject. I shall be extremely happy to have it in my 
power to inform the Congress that by your excellency's assistauce I have 
beeu euabled to execute the trust which thoy have committed to me. 
I have the honor to be, etc,, 

KAlph IZAUl). 



Frajiklin to Hartley. * 

Passy, September 3, 1778. 

Dear Sir: I received duly your favors of July 14 and August 14. 
I hoped to have answered them sooner by sending passport. Multi- 
plicity of business has, I suppose, been the only occasion of delay in the 
ministers to consider of and make out the said passport. 

1 hope now soon to have it, as I do not find there is any objection 
made to it. In a former letter 1 proposed to you that the exchange 
would, in my opinion, be preferable at or near Brest, and I expected 
some time your answer on that point. But perhaps you have not re- 
ceived my letter; you say nothing of it. 

1 wish, with you, as much for the restoration of peace as we both for- 
merly did for the continuance of it. But it must now be a peace of a 
different kind. I was fond to a folly of our British connections, and it 
was with infinite regret that I saw the necessity you would force us 
into of breaking it. But the extreme cruelty with which we have been 
treated has now extinguished every thought of returning to it, and sep- 
arated us forever. You have thereby lost limbs that will never grow 
again. 

We, too, have suffered greatly, but our losses will soon be repaired 
by our good government, our industry, and the fertility of our country. 
And now we see the mischievous consequences of sueb. a connection, 
and the danger of their being repeated if we should be weak enough 
to enter into it. We see this too plainly ever to listen in the least to 
any such proposition. We may therefore, with great propriety, take 
leave of you ia those beautiful lines of Dante to the late mistress of 
his affection, 
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Franklin to John Paul Jones.* 

Passy, September C. 1778. 

Dear Captain : I received your favors of the 24th and 31st of Au- 
gust. 1 am told by M. de C.f that M. de S.\ is sorry you did not go 
with M. d'Orvilliers. lie had sent orders for that purpose, and your 
staying at L'Orieut occasioned your missing the opportunity. Your let- 
ter was sent to tho Princo de Nassau. 1 am confident something will he 
done for you, though I do uot yet know what. 

Dr. Bancroft has been indisposed, and I have not lately seen him; 
but I hear he is getting better, and suppose iie has written. 1 go out 
of town early this morning for a few days, but the other commissioners 
will answer your letter. 1 am glad you have procured a guard for the 
prisoners. It is a good piece of service. They have concluded in ling- 
laud to send us an equal number of ours, and we expect to-morrow to 
send the passport for their cartel ship which is to bring them. If we 
are to deliver theirs at Calais, 1 should be lor accepting thankfully the 
offer you mention. 

We have no news from America but what comes through England. 
Clinton's letter is in the Loudon Gazette, and for style and coloring is 
so like Keppel's, that I can not help thinking neither of them originals, 
but both the performance of some under secretary, whose business it is 
to cook the news for the ministers. Upon the whole, we learn that the 
English army was well worried in its inarch, § and that their whole fleet 
and forces are now blocked up iu New York by Washington and Gates 
on the land side and by Count d'Estaing by sea., and that they will soon 
be iu want of provisions. I sympathize with you iu what you must suf- 
fer from yourpreseut inactivity ; but have patience. 
I am, etc., 

B. Pbanklin. 

Adams to the President of Congress.! 

Passy, September 7, 1778. 
Sie: I have the honor to enclose to Cottgi'css all the newspapers I 
have by me; enough to show that we have nothing very important here 
at present. The French and British fleets are again at sea, and we 
hourly expect intelligence of a second battle; but our expectations 
from America are still more interesting and anxious, having nothing 
from them since the 3d of July, except what is contained in the English 
gazettes. 

*6 Bigelow's rfraukliuj 207. 

t Probably de Chauraont.— Bigelow. 

t Probably <le Sartiue. — Bigelow. 

$ Tho march across New Jersey to Nmv York after tho evacuation of Philadelphia. 
During this march was fought tun hattlo of Monmouth, — Kigelow. 
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K vents have probably Already passed in America, although not 
known hi Kurope, which shall determine tho great question whether 
we shall have a long war or » short one. Tho eyes of all Europe are 
fixed on Spain, whose armaments by sea and land are- vastly expensive 
and extremely formidable, but whoso designs are ft profound impen- 
etrable secret ; time, however, will discover them. In the mean time 
we have the satisfaction to be sure that they are uot inimical to America. 
For this we have the word of a- king-, signified by his ministers; a king 
who they say never breaks his word, but, on the contrary, has giveu 
many striking proofs of bis sac red regard to it. 

1 have the bonor to be, with the greatest esteem, etc., 

John Adams. 



Deane to the President of Congress." 

Philadelphia, /September s, ills. 
Sir: I pray yonr excellency to remind the Congress that 1 still wait 
to receive their orders, and though I out sensible that they have many 
and important affairs under their consideration, yet 1 must entreat 
them to reflect upon the peculiar situation I have for some time past 
been placed in, and inform me if they desire my further attendance. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your excellency's, 
etc., 

Silas DjfiANE. 



A. Lee to Committee of Foiuigu Affairs, I 

Paiiis, September 9, 1778. 

Gentlesien ; I enclose you copies of the aeconuts, bills of lading, 
etc., of the articles which I before informed you ( should direct to be 
shipped, and which I pay for out of the funds enti listed to me alone. 
The only error 1 find in them is the charge of five per cent, commission, 
which I shall endeavor to have rectified. It will be easy to compare 
the uniforms at "32 with f hose furnished by M. Montieu at 37, accord- 
ing to Mi\ Deaue's contract, and which Mr. Williams reported to us 
ought to have been rejected ; a report which was concealed from me, as 
well as the contract. 

The manner in which these accounts are made up is the same I de- 
sired from Mr. Williams, and which ho has evaded with circumstances 
of insult and defiance. Indeed, there has beeti hitherto such licentious- 
ness suffered in the conduct of our affairs, that these gentlemen seem 
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to think it both an affront and injustice to be called upon for a clear 
and unequivocal account of the expenditure of the public mouey. 

In this case I though it more especially my duty to be attentive, be- 
cause the sum was large, no satisfactory account ever given in of the 
sums advanced to him; but continual demands for hundreds of thou- 
sands more; and (though he eiiine to us, literally speaking, penniless), 
he was loading ships on his own account to America. I do not say 
that he will not be able to give a clear account of this, but the suspicion 
necessarily arising from it, with the indistinctness of his accounts, and 
above all tiie fifty thousand livres taken to himself, to be repaid, as bo 
says, by a bill ouM. Chaumont eight months hence (which we have never 
seen nor otherwise heard of), was sufficient to satisfy me that all was 
not, right, and that I could not be justified, if under these circumstances 
I concurred in paying him the balance he demanded of the public. 
For it seems clear to me that if all the millions expended are thus ac- 
counted for, the burdens and poverty of the public will increase with 
the opulence of individuals, and soon become intolerable. 

I have before informed you of my having received remittances in bills 
to the amount of 187,500 livres. As I knew it would not be necessary 
to expend this sum sooner than three months, I thought it better to 
get interest for it for that time than let it lie idle. The enclosed receipt 
will show you that I have succeeded with the first bill that was due, 
but I doubt it will not be possible with the rest. 

It may be proper to inform you that J have dismissed my former 
secretary, Major Thornton, because it was verified to me that he had 
received from Mr. Wharton a note of hand payable ou war taking 
place iu such a time. This afforded so strong a suspicion that they, 
who are now his accusers, had seduced him into their gambling society, 
and probably for the purpose of betraying my secrets in the Spanish 
negotiation, that 1 thought it prudent to supply his piace with an- 
other. I have chosen the Rev, Mi'. Hezekiah Ford, of the State of 
Virginia, and chaplain to the third and fifth regiments of North 
Carolina troops, in the service of the United States. We have admin- 
istered to him an oath of secrecy and fidelity, which, from bis character, 
I have every reason to believe he will religiously observe.* 

The present moment is as totally barren of news as times of the most 
perfect tranquillity. 

I have the honor to be, with the most entire respect and esteem, 
gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Arthur Lee. 



* As to Ford's character for loyuity mro Iii traduction, $ 150. 
45 WH— VOL II 
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Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Vergenues." 

Passy, September 10, 1778. 
Sir r By some of tho last ships from America we received from Con- 
gress certain powers and instructions, which we think it necessary to 
lay before your excellency, ami which we have tho honor to do in this 
letter. 

On tlie 13th of April last Congress resolved, " that the commission- 
ers of the United States iu France he authorized to determine and set- 
tle with the house of lioderique Hortalez & Co. the compensation, if 
any, which should he allowed them on all merchandise and warlike 
stores shipped by them for the use of the United States previous to 
the 14th day of April, 1778, over and above the commission allowed 
them in the sixth article of the proposed contract between the com- 
mittee of commerce and John Baptiste Lazarus Theveneau de 
Franey." 

In the letter of the committee of commerce to us, in which the fore- 
going resolution was enclosed, the committee express themselves thus: 
" This will be accompanied by a contract entered into between John 
Baptiste Lazarus de Theveneau de Fraucy, agent of Feter Augustine 
Caron de Beauroarcbais, representative of the house of Eoderique Uor- 
talez & Co., and the committee of commerce. You will observe that 
their accounts arc to be fairly settled, and what is justly due paid for, 
as, on the one hand, Congress would be unwilling to evidence a disre- 
gard for, and contemptuous refusal of, the spontaneous friendship of 
his most Christian majesty, so on the other they are unwilling to put 
into the private pockets of individuals what was graciously designed 
for the public benefit. You will be pleased to have their accounts liqui- 
dated, and direct in the liquidation thereof that particular care bo 
taken to distinguish the property of the crown of France from the 
private property of Hortalez & Co., and transmit to us the accounts so 
stated and distinguished. This will ulso be accompanied by an invoice 
of articles to be imported from France, aud resolves of Congress rela- 
tive thereto. Yon will appoint, if yon should judge proper, an agent 
or agents to inspect the quality of such goods as you may apply for to 
the house of Koderique Hortalez & Co. before they are shipped, to 
prevent auy impositions." 

On the 16th of May last Congress resolved, "that the invoice of 
articles to be imported from Fiance, together with the list of medi- 
cines approved by Congress, be Signed by the committee of commerce 
and transmitted to the commissioners of the United States at Paris, 
who are authorized and directed to apply to the house of Eoderique 
Hortalez & Co. for such of said articles as they shall have previously 
purchased or contracted for; that copies of the invoices to be delivered 

* 1 Suarka' Din. UvV. Oorr., 318; 7 Jubii Adams' Works, 2'X 



SEPTEMBER 10, 1778. 



707 



to Moils, tie Francy, ageut for Eoderique Hortalez & Co., together 
witii a copy of the foregoing resolution ; and that the articles to be 
shipped by the house of Eoderique Hortalez & Co.be not insured, but 
that notice be given to the commissioners in France that they may 
endeavor to obtain convoy for the protection thereof." 

We have the honor to enclose to your excellency a copy of the con- 
tract made between the committee and Mods. Francy, a copy of Mons. 
Francy's powers, and a copy of the list of articles to be furnished ac- 
cording to that contract, that your excellency may have before you all 
the papers relative to this subject. 

We are uuder the necessity of applying to your excellency upon this 
occasion and of requesting your advice. With regard to what is passed, 
we know not who the persons are who constitute the house of lioderique 
Hortalez & Co., but we have understood, and Congress has ever under- 
stood, and so have the people iu America in general, that they were 
under obligations to his Majesty's good will for the greatest part of the 
merchandise and warlike stores heretofore furnished under the firm of 
Eoderique Hortalez & Co. We can not discover that any written con- 
tract was ever made between Congress, or any agent of theirs, and the 
house of Eoderique Hortalez & Co., nor do we know of any living wit- 
ness, or any Other evidence, whose testimony can ascertain to us, who 
the persons are that constitute the house of Eoderique ITortalez & Co., 
or what were the terms upon which the merchandise and munitions of 
War were supplied, neither as to the price, nor the time, or conditions 
of payment. As we said before, we apprehend that the United States 
hold themselves under obligations to his majesty for all those supplies, 
and we are sure it is their wish and their determination to discharge 
the obligation to his majesty as soon as Providence shall put it in their 
power. In the mean time, we are ready to settle and liquidate the ac- 
counts according to our instructions at any time and iu any manner 
which his Majesty aud your excellency shall point out to ns. 

As the contract for future supplies is to be rati fled, or not ratified, by 
ns, as wc shall judge expedient, we must request your excellency's ad- 
vice as a favor upon this head, and whether it would be safe or prudent 
in us to ratify it, and in Congress to depend upon supplies from this 
quarter, because if we should depend upon this resource for supplies, 
aud be disappointed, the consequences would be fatal to our country. 
We have the honor to he, etc., 

B. Frjvnklik. 
Aethur Lee. 
John Adams. 
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Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Sartiue." 

L'ASSY, September 10, 1778. 

Sib: Capt. Daniel M'NVil, of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts 
Bay, commander of the American privateer wllieb lias been so success- 
ful against tbe common enemy in the North seas and White seas, had 
the fortune to retake a French vessel from a Guernsey privateer, after 
she had been in the enemy's possession three days, which prize he has 
brought into Port Louis. 

He represents to us that he has met with some difficulties in disposing 
of her and her cargo, which can not be removed until your excellency's 
sentiments shall be known upon the matter. 

We have the honor to recommend his ease to your excellency's con- 
sideration, and to request that such relief may be afforded him as may 
consist with the laws of the state and the treaties in force between the 
two nations. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Beauuiarchais.t 

Passy, September 10, 1778. 

Sir : In a letter we have received from the committee of commerce 
of the ICth May, we are informed that they had ordered several ves- 
sels lately to South Carolina for rice, and directed the continental 
agents in that State to consign them to our address. 

In the letter from Mr. Livingston to us, dated Charleston, South 
Carolina, 10th June, 1778, he has subjected the cargo of the Therese to 
our orders. 

In your letter to us, dated Passy, 8th September, 1778, you demand 
that the cargo received iu your own vessel should be sold, and the 
money remitted to you, in part for a discharge of what is due to you by 
the Congress. 

We are at a loss to know how you claim the Therese as your proper 
vessel, because M. Mouthieu claims her as his, produces a written con- 
tract for the hire of her, part of which we have paid, and the remainder 
he now demands of us. However, sir, we beg leave to state to you the 
powers and instructions we have received from Congress, and to request 
your attention to them as soon as possible, and to inform you that we 
are ready to enter upon the discussion of these matters at any time 
and place yon please. 

*MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip, Rev, Corr., 318. 
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But until the accounts of the company of Roderique Hortalez & Co. 
are settled for what is passed, and the contracts proposed either ratified 
by you and ns, or rejected by one party, we can not think we should 
be justified iu remitting yon the proceeds of the cargo of the Therese. 
Wo will, however, give orders to our agents for the sale of the cargo, 
and that the proceeds of the sale be reserved to be paid to the house 
of lioderique Hortalez & Co., or their representative, as soou as the 
accounts shall be settled, or the contract ratified. 

By a copy of a contract between a committee of Congress and M. 
Fruncy, dated the 16th of April last, we perceive that the seven- 
teenth article, respecting the annual supply of twenty-four millions of 
livres, shall not be binding upon either of the parties, unless the same 
shall be ratified by Roderique Hortalez & Co., and the commissioners 
of the United States at Paris, We take this opportunity to inform you, 
sir, that we are ready to confer with Roderique Hortalez & Co., or any 
person by them authorized for this purpose, at any time and place that 
they or you shall appoint. 
We have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient humble servants, 

B. Franklin. 

Arthur Lee. 

John Adams. 



Congress— Election of Franklin as Minister to France.* 

September II, 1778. 

Resolved unanimously, That it is essential to the interest and honor 
of the United States that a minister plenipotentiary bo without delay 
appointed to represent these States at the court of France. 

Resolved unanimously, That to morrow be assigned for electing a min- 
ister plenipotentiary at the court of France. 

September 14, 1778, 
Congress proceeded to the election of a minister plenipotentiary to 
the court of France, and ballots being taken, L>r, Benjamin Franklin 
was elected. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to prepare a letter of 
credence to his most Christian majesty, notifying the appointment of 
Dr. Franklin minister plenipotentiary of these United States at the 
court of France. 

That the said committee also prepare a draught of instructions to the 
minister plenipotentiary. The members chosen; Mr, G, Morris, Mr. 
Chase, Mr. Drayton, Mr. S. Adams, and Mr. R. H. Lee. 

Ordered, That the letters of credence received through the bands of 
the minister of France and the Count d'Bstaiug be referred to the said 
committee. 

*MSS. secret, journals, Dep. of State. From these tbe secret journals as printed 
vary in details ami occasional omissions. 
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Adams to the President of Congress.* 

Passy, September 11, 1778. 
Sir ; I have the honor to enclose to Congress the latest gazettes. 
We huve no other intelligence than is contained in them. 

Since the lltli of July, the date of Lord Howe's announcing the ar- 
rival of the Count d'Bstaiug off Sandy Hook, we have not a syllabic 
from America by way of Engl ami. [n Franco we have nothing from 
America sine* 1 . July 3. This long interval leaves a vast scone for im- 
agination to play, ami accordingly there is no end to the speculations 
prompted by the hopes and fears of the nations of Europe. We are 
weary of conjectures, and intist patiently wait for time to end them. 
I have tbe honor to be, with great respect, etc., 

Joiin Adams. 



Deane to the President of Congress. t 

Philadelphia, September 11, 1778. 

Sir : I received your note, in which you politely informed me that you 
bad laid before Congress the letter which I did myself tbe honor of 
writing to your excellency a few days since. I now return you my 
thanks for the attention you have paid ine, and again take tbe liberty 
to ask of you to remind Congress that tbe circumstances under which I 
left France, and the situation of the affairs in Europe which I had been 
principally concerned in transacting (as I had the honor of mentioning 
to Congress), render it indispensably necessary on my part that I 
return as early as possible, and that if my further attendance here is 
not necessary, I pray to be informed of it, that I may be at liberty to 
visit my friends and prepare for my voyage; or that, if further intelli- 
gence is expected from me, I may have an early opportunity of giving it. 

I flatter myself your excellency and tbe Congress will not judge my 
repeated applications improper when the circumstances which attended 
my leaving Europe and the situation I have been in since my arrival 
in America are recollected and considered. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Silas Deane, 



Izard to Laurens, President of Congress, t 

Paris, September 12, 1778. 
Dear Sir : My last letter to yon was dated the ,25th of July, and 
yours of the 19th of May still continues the only one I have been 
favored with from yon. My letter of the 28tb of June was accompanied 

*MSS. Dep. of State ; 2 Sparks' Dip. Rfcv. Corr., B60. 
t MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. liev. Corr., 91. 
t/tid.,695. 
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by several papers, which appeared to me proper that you and every 
other friend of our country should be acquainted with. Five sets of 
thcni were sent to you, and it will he very unlucky if one of them does 
not get safe to your hands. 

The molasses business would certainly have proved the source of 
continual disputes if it had not been altered; but the mischief which 
might have been expected from that is beyond comparison less than 
what is pointed out in my letter to Mr. Leo of the 18th of May. My 
apprehensions on this subject were com innnicated to the commissioners 
at this court, but 1 am sorry to say that they made no impression upon 
them,* Mr. Lee alone seemed to think it possible I might be right; 
the other two gentlemen were perfectly satisfied. Dr. Franklin's usu.il 
consciousness of infallibility was apparent, and Mr. Adams insinuated 
that the business of the treaties was put entirely into the hands of the 
commissioners at this court, and nobody else had any right to give 
their opinions about them; that he understood that I had objected to 
the eleventh and twelfth articles of the treaty of commerce respecting 
molasses, but he believed I should iind myself greatly mistaken in that 
matter; that he did not doubt but those articles would be extremely 
popular in Congress, and that they would be very angry when they 
were iu formed that 1 had objected to them. I answered that I was 
sensible the conclusion of the treaties was committed solely to the 
gentlemen he mentioned, but that the principles in which I had been' 
educated militated against the other part of his opinion ; that I had 
thought it my duty to oppose the proceedings of the King and Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain when they were injurious to my country; that 
the same motives bad occasioned my opposition to the articles in ques- 
tion : that I had submitted my objections to the treaty to the resi- 
dent, and hoped he would make them known to Congress ; that if they 
thought I bad acted wrong, I should, of course, be informed of it by 
him ; that I should in that case look upon myself to be no longer fit to 
be employed, when my opinion differed so totally from that of my em- 
ployers, and should request the favor of the President to procure the 
leave of Congress for me to return into my own country. 

I have had the satisfaction, however, of finding that Mr. Adams, as 
well as his countrymen, Dr. Franklin and Mr. Deane, have been mis- 
taken in their expectation that Congress would be inattentive to the 
interests of nine States of America to gratify the eaters and distillers of 
molasses. I am yet to learn whether the arguments made use of iu the 
above-mentioned letter of the 18th of May have had any weight with 
you and the other gentlemen to whom I desired you to submit them; 
but 1 am very sorry to inform you that my apprehensions were too well 
founded. The letters which Mr. Lee has lately received from Spain 

"This is a miacako, since Franklin :mrt Dcaue united with Leo in applying to Ver- 
genncs to mako tlio change, which, however, could not then be made, as tlio papers 
were «ugroB6e«l. 
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leave uot the least room to doubt what the expectations of that court arc 
respecting the Floridas. For my own part, no such additional proof was 
necessary after having compared the fifth article of the treaty of alli- 
ance with the eighth article of the original treaty transmitted hy Con- 
gress. 

The conduct of Spain has been full of ambiguity. She has been 
arming with all possible diligence; and, at the same time, sent an am- 
bassador to London, who has hitherto made use of no other language 
but that of peace and mediation. England, who seems to have lost her 
common sense at the same time that she parted with her humanity, 
does not appear to suspect that the delays of Spain may possibly be 
intended only to make her blow mure certain nod effectual. Some 
politicians believe that the delays of Spain have been occasioned by 
her being averse to the independence of America. Nothing can be more 
absurd than such an opinion. Spain can have nothing to apprehend 
from us alone equal to what she had reason to fear from the united 
strength of Great Britain and America. When the present war is 
ended I hope the blessings of peace will he long enjoyed. Should 
Spain he suffered to get possession of the Floridas, perpetual causes of 
quarrel may be expected ; and therefore I hope the wisdom of Congress 
will guard against this evil. 

When my apprehensions on this subject were communicated to the 
commissioners at this court, a proper explanation, I believe, might have 
been obtained from the ministry under their hands, as the ratification 
of the treaties was not arrived ; arid it is certain they were very much 
alarmed about them, and expected they would have undergone a much 
severer scrutiny than they did. The limits which Congress have pre- 
scribed in the eighth article of their original treaty are such as I am 
convinced we ought to have, and I hope that nothing will happen to 
make it necessary that they should be altered. Mr. Lee will, I suppose, 
inform Congress of the contents of his letters from Spain on this sub- 
ject. It appears of so much consequence to the southern States, that 
I think they should be consulted separately on the subject of ceding the 
Floridas to Spain before the question is brought before Congress. 

In my letter to the committee of foreign affairs of the 25th of July, 
I enclosed them two letters, which I had written to the Abbe Niecoli, at 
Florence, on the subject of money. I now send you his answer, by 
which you will find that there is no very (battering prospect of obtain- 
ing any there. I send you likewise enclosed several other papers, which 
will sbow you that I have done everything in my power to fulfill the 
wishes of Congress. Nothing has been left unattempted to promote t he 
success of what I have had constantly at heart- I have had an inter- 
view with Count dc Vergenues, secretary of state for foreign affairs, 
and endeavored to prevail upon him to offer the security of the court of 
France for any money which might be borrowed in Italy for the use of 
the United States, lie refused affording any assistance in (he matter. 
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I then wrote him the enclosed letter of the 2d of September, without 
promising myself mil eh hopes of success from it. The King of Prussia, 
during the last war, received a subsidy from Great Britain of between 
seven and eight hundred thousand pounds sterling. The object to be 
obtained was certainly much less considerable than what France has 
already got by the dismemberment of so great a part of the dominions 
other natural enemy, and yet the States of America, her allies, whose 
exertions have procured so desirable an event for her, have no subsidy, 
and even her assistance in effecting a loan is refused. France lias cer- 
tainly great demands for money herself. She might, however, have been 
more liberal than she has been, and 1 am of opinion she would have been 
so, had things been properly conducted by those who ought to have 
thought less of themselves and more of the public. 

I have in tins, and some of my former letters, given you my opinion 
on such parts of tbo treaties as appeared likely to prove injurious to 
us. The southern States are most, affected by the articles which have 
been already taken notice of. The ninth and tenth articles of the treaty 
of commerce contain matter which will, if I am not much mistaken, prove 
the subject of great uneasiness to the States of New England. The 
gentleman whose presumption and self sufficiency I have already com- 
plained of may in this instance, I believe, be acquitted of having any 
design. Whatever there may be improper in these articles can be only 
attributed to the want of information, and to their not being acquainted 
with the subject. 

When the peace of Paris in 1703 was concluded I was in London, 
and heard the subject of the fishery much discussed ; the French pre- 
tended that, by the thirteenth article of the treaty of Utrecht, they had 
an exclusive right to fish on all that part of the Island of Newfound- 
land which extends from Cnpe Bouavistato Point Uicbe. The English 
ministry would not admit of any such explanation of the article, and 
accordingly the French havo enjoyed no such exclusive right since. 
The words "indefinite and exclusive right" are not to be found either 
in the treaties of Utrecht or of Paris, yet they were inserted in the tenth 
article of our treaty of commerce ; and that it may seem as if no innova- 
tion was intended, that right is claimed as having been designed by the 
treaty of Utrecht, and the whole is to be conformable, not to the words, 
but to the (rue sense of the treaties of Utreeh t and Paris. I do not 
think that the States of New England would be very well contented if 
they should find themselves excluded from the right of fishing on any 
part of the coast of Newfoundland. I have endeavored to get all the 
in form ali on 1 could on this matte! - , and am confirmed in my opinion that 
it was intended. 

The discussion of this business will probably not be entered upon till 
the conclusion of peace, and that event, I fear is not very near at hand. 
It is, however, of importance that those persons who are likely to be 
affected by this matter should be acquainted with what I have written 
to you about it, that they may consider it and be prepared. 
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The commercial business of America iu this kingdom continues still 
iu confusion. You were fully informed on this point some time ago, 
and 1 recommended Mr. Lloyd strongly as a proper person to set these 
matters rights. I believe him to be a very capable merchant, and I 
have the highest opinion of his integrity and attachment to the cause 
of America. These are qualities at all times to bo valued, bat in the 
present, situation of our affairs, at the distance the commercial agent is 
placet! from the seat of inquiry, the difficulty there is of preventing the 
plun !er of the public money, and the detecting of it after it is done, are 
additional motives with me for wishing to see the commercial busi- 
ness of our country in his hands, lie is going to America, and I expect 
that he will see you at Congress. Dr. Franklin is still endeavoring !o 
place his nephew in that office.* Whether he is a proper person I shall 
not take upon me to decide. Mr. Lee thinks he is not, and I suppose 
will oiler his reasons to Congress. 

[ have lamented exceedingly that the situation of affairs has not per- 
mitted my going into Italy. Perhaps my having been here, ami the 
observations that I have sent, you respecting the treaties, may not prove 
useless. Should my country men think so, it will give rue great satisfac- 
tion. 

I am, dear sir, etc., 

Ralph Izard. 

P. S. — I have communicated my sentiments to Mr. Leo and Mr. 
Adams respecting the fishery, and I hope they will write on the subject 
to their friends. It will, however, I think, be very proper for you to 
speak to the New England delegates about it, that they may have time 
to consider it and consult their constituents. 



W Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affaira.t 

Paris, September 12, 1778. 
Gentlemen: 1 have just arrived here from Germany, and (hiding 
the bearer of this about to set off iu a few hours, I can not omit saying 
a word or two, though it will be impossible to be so full as I could 
wish. 1 wrote to the President of Congress from Vienna the 30th of 
May, u)t.,$ which was forwarded from hence, to which be pleased to 
refer ; since then have received your first and only letter, dated from 
Yorktowu, the 14th of May last, wherein you acknowledge the receipt 
of mine of the 24th November and 18th of December ; but I am sur- 
prised at your not receiving also two other letters from me, dated the 

* For the correction of an error hera respecting Dr. Franklin's rlesigna in rei;itt'(l 
to his nephew, see letter of A. Lee to Committee of Foreign Affairs, June 1, 177H, note. 

tMSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coir., U03, with otuiisioua and vernal 
cbanges. 
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28th February aud 23tl March last, which were sent by Mr. Simeon 
Deane, and addressed to the President of Congress. 

Since my last, of the 30th of May, when the war broke out between 
the Emperor aud the King of Prussia, ou consultation with the French 
ambassador at Vienna, it was agreed to be most advisable for me to 
retire to Frankfort, and wait there until the several powers in Ger- 
many and the rest of Europe had taken a decided line in this war, 
when we might be able to direct our operations to the most advantage 
for America, since it was evident that neither the court of Vienna nor 
Hint of Berlin could, in their critical situation, take an open part with 
us for fear of throwing Hanover, with a body of thirty thousand men, 
into the scale of the adversary, especial ly, too, as France had declared 
a neutrality, on the urgent application of tlie house of Austria, for aid 
tinder the treaties subsisting between them and France ; to wfaleb, 
however, France replies with truth, that the case does not exist as 
specified in the treaty, which obliges them to aid the house of Austria, 
The two mighty powers have been in the field opposed to each other 
ever since the beginning of July, when the King of Prussia entered 
Bohemia with his army, but no battle has yet been given, nor anything 
material passed on either side. There have been perpetual skirmishes 
between the foraging parties aud advanced posts, which on the whole 
seem rather in favor of the Prussians. In the course of the winter or 
spring we hope things will take such a turn as to enable me to oper- 
ate to advantage with one or the other of the parties ; but at present I 
think you may he assured that such measures have been taken as will 
effectually prevent our enemies froin obtaining any farther aid from 
any part of Europe, if they should [be so mad as to]* continue the war 
agaiust us another year, which I can hardly expect they will do, for I 
am informed, and have reason to believe my information true, that or- 
ders have been already sent to their commissioners in America to 
acknowledge our independence if nothing else will answer, in order to 
commence a treaty and make a peace. 

After my arrival at Frankfort, finding au opportunity offered to ine 
of negotiating a treaty of commerce with the United States of Hollaud 
aud West Fries! and, I embraced it, and havo proceeded so far as to 
agree on the draught of a treaty with the regular representative of the 
pensionary and burgomasters of the city of Amsterdam, of which I have 
not time to .send you a copy by this conveyance, but am sure you would 
approve of it, as it contains all the substantially advantageous articles 
of the commercial treaty with France and some beneficial and agree- 
able additions. 

So far the business has been conducted on both sides with great 
secrecy, which is absolutely necessary in order to procure final success 
with the United States here, for though the city of Amsterdam and the 
States of Holland pay, it is supposed, about five-sixths of the whole 

* Words in brackets omitted in Sparks' ed. 
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taxes for the support of the government, which consequently gives 
them very powerful weight and influence, yet they have no power by 
their constitution of entering into such a treaty without the concurrence 
of the other united states, in some of which the Prince of Orange has 
an overdue influence} and all the world knows his blood connections 
with the King of England, as well as that he has the same designs 
against bis country that have been attempted to be carried into execu- 
tion against us, and which he hopes to succeed in by the aid of his 
cousin of England, with whom he is in the strictest intimacy. This 
renders secrecy of the last importance, until the patriots in Holland 
have secured success, before the business is agitated in the general 
assembly of the states, where it must come to have full authority. 

Here I find myself embarrassed, because I have no power to sign 
such a treaty, and I know not how to determine as yet about communi- 
cating it, in the present situation of things, to those who have a power 
to sign it in your name, because it is well known that some of the most 
important negotiations and proceedings here relative to your affairs 
have some time past been very speedily communicated in England, 
and I have not yet been able to learn that the old channel is stopped. I 
shall, however, proceed in the manner that shall, on the matures! reflec- 
tion, appear the best to forward the wishes of Congress and advance 
the prosperity of our country. 

In a week or ten days I shall return to my station in Germany, and 
watch with careful attention over my charge there, and when anything 
material occurs you shall be duly advised. 
I have the honor to he, etc., 

William Lee. 



Dearie to Hancock." 

Pulladelphia, September 14, 1778. 
Dear Sir : I have not had the pleasure of a line from you since you 
left us, which I impute to your having been so much engaged in public 
business. 1 hope the articles sent you arrived safe and were found to sat- 
isfaction, and that we shall soou have the pleasure of seeing you again 
in Philadelphia by one means or another. The affairs which respect 
me have dragged on so heavily that nothing decisive has been done, 
though I have been constantly applying, and my patience is really worn 
out, and I can not and will not longer endure a treatment which carries 
with it marks of the deepest ingratitude; but if the Congress have not 
time to hear a man who they have sent for four thousand miles, solely un- 
der the pretense of receiving intelligence from him, it is time that the good 
people of this continent should know the manner in which their repre- 
sentatives conduct the public business, and how they treat their fellow- 
citizens, who have rendered their country the most important services. 

■ Penn. Mag, of Aiuer. Hist., vol. xi, 805. 
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I freely appeal to every man of honor and feelings, and will be con- 
tent to be judged from what poNM in his own breast, on supposing him- 
self but for one moment exactly in my situation. A majority of Congress 
are disposed to do me justice, and complain of my being delayed in the 
man ner 1 am from day to day and from week to week, but yoti know 
that in Congress a few men can put off the decision of any question by 
one means or other as long as they please, and you are not a stranger 
to what a certain triumvirate, who have been from the first members 
of Congress, aie equal. The baseness aud ingratitude of one of them 
you have sufficiently experienced in private life to know him capable of 
anything in public, and my old colleague, Roger the Jesuit, with their 
southern associates, have been indefatigable ever since my arrival. 
Roger, indeed, is at present on a tour to the army, and thence to New 
Haven, to stir up the pure minds of the faithful there against the next 
election of delegates. Lie is expected back in a lew days, when per- 
haps they will be ready to lake the held, after having suggested in 
whispers everything that could tend to hurt the man they causelessly 
attack. I am no way discouraged, but 1 am grieved to And our councils 
aud our public deliberations conducted in the manner they are at pres- 
ent. The very name of Congress was a great while saered almost as 
that of the Divinity in these States. You as well as I know how much 
weakness, to say nothing more, lay concealed from the first behind ibo 
sacred vail from the view of thepublie. I tremble for the consequences 
when Americans, who have served their country with the highest repu- 
tation at home and abroad, shall be forced by the injuries and abuse 
which they receive, in vindication of themselves, to draw this vail and 
hold up to the open view of their countrymen certain individuals who 
have by one circumstance or another greatly influenced the delibera- 
tions of Congress. Self-defense is the first law of nature. I hope and ain 
sure I shall not be driven to this extremity whilst so many appear 
resolved to see justice done me. I will not add but that I most impa- 
tiently expect you heie, and hope that you will bring Mrs. Hancock 
with you, to whom I pray you present my most respectful compliments. 

I am, ever, with the most sincere attachment, dear sir, your most 
obedient aud very humble servant, 

Silas Deake. 



Franklin to Hartley." 

Passy, September 14, 1778. 
Deae Sib: I now send you the passport required. I postponed 
answering your last in hopes of obtaining it sooner, but though ifc was 
long since agreed to, much business in the admiralty department here 
has, I suppose, occasioned its delay. The port of Calais was not 
approved of, and I think the ports mentioned (Nantes or I/Orient) are 
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bettor for you as well as for us, not only as being nearer Plymouth, 
but as many of your sailors would probably have found opportunities 
of deserting in the Ions march from Brest to Calais, they being afraid 
of the press. I understand that upwards of eighty more of your peo- 
ple have been brought by ours prisoners inlo France since the list I 
seut you, but I can not now send you their names. Yon have not men- 
tioned whether the proposition of sending us the whole of those in your 
prisons was agreed to. If it is, you may rely on our sending immedi- 
ately all that tomo to our hands for the future ; or we will give you 
your option, an order for the balance to be delivered to your fleet in 
America. By putting a little confidence in one another we may thus 
diminish the miseries of war. To make the expense of these exchanges 
more equal, if another cartel ship should be hereafter necessary, we 
hereby promise to semi to England at our charge ; and so it may con- 
tinue to be done alternately as long as the war continues. 



Adams to Chaumoat." 

Passy, September 15, 1778. 

Stft: As onr finances are at present in a situation seriously critical, 
ami as 1 hold myself accountable to Congress for every part of my con- 
duct, even to the smallest article of my expenses, 1 must beg the favor 
of you to consider what rent we might to pay you for this house and 
furniture, both for the time past and to come. Every part of your con- 
duct towards me and towards our Americans in general and in all our 
affairs, has been polite and obliging, as far as I have had an oppor- 
tunity of observing, and 1 have no doubt ic will continue so; yet it is 
not reasonable that the United States should be under so great an obli- 
gation to a private gentleman, or that two of their representatives 
should occupy lor so long a time so elegant a seat with so much furni- 
ture and so fine accommodations without any compensation ; and in 
order to avoid the danger of the disapprobation of our constituents on 
the one hand for living here at too great or too uncertain an expense, 
and on the other the censure of the world for not making sufficient 
compensation to a gentleman who has done so much for our convenience, 
it seems to me necessary that we should come to an eclaireissemeut upon 
this head. 

As you have an account against the commissioners, or against the 
United States, for several other matters, I should also be obliged to 
you if you would send it in as soon as possible, as every day renders it 
more and more necessary for us to look into our affairs with the utmost 
precision. 

I am, sir, with much esteem and respect, your most obedient, humble 
servant, 

John Adams. 

* 2 Sparks' Dip. Kev. Corr., fj5fi ; 7 John Adams' Works, 31, 
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Congress— Deane's Case.* 

[September 14, 1778 ; a letter having been received from Silas Deaue, 
it was discussed for some time without action.) 

September 16, 1778. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the letter of the 11th, from 
Mr. Deane; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Mr. Deane be directed to attend Congress on Friday 
morning next to answer such questions as the House may propose to 
htm for the better understanding the state and progress of puhlie 
affairs during his mission in France. 

(As to further proceedings, see infra, September IS, 1778.) 



Sartine to the Commissioners at Paris, 
[Translation, i] 

Versailles, September 16, 1778. 
Gentlemen ; 1 have received the letter which you did me the honor 
to write to me on the subject of the French ship Isabella, which the 
American privateer General Mifflin recaptured from a Guernsey priva- 
teer. 

In the general thesis you may see. the disposition of the ordinance 
of the marine of 1681, which adjudges to captains, captors of recaptured 
vessels — when they have been during twenty-four hours in the enemy's 
hands — a third for the charges of rescue, when they are retaken before 
the twenty-four hours. The American privateers shall enjoy iu France, 
without difficulty, the benefit of this law, if it has been adopted by the 
United States, in such a manner as that the French privateers may be 
assured of experiencing the same treatment with respect to the recap- 
tures they may conduct into the ports of North America, 

The English laws, on the contrary, graut a privateer only one-eighth 
of the value of the vessels retaken within the first twenty-four hours, a 
fifth within the second day, a third wit hin the third and fourth, and after- 
wards one-half, which leaves at least, in every case, the other half to 
the losing proprietors. It is possible that the United States, as these 
laws are less advantageous to the privateers and more favorable to the 
original proprietors of recaptured vessels, would give the preference to 
those of France. 

•In these circumstances, the rules of reciprocity observed between the 
two powers require that arrangements be taken to adopt the law of 
one of the two nations, which shall he observed by the respective pri- 

" MSS. Dep. of Statu; priutoil secret journals of Congress, the latter being im- 
perfect. 

t 1 Sparks' Dip. liev, Corr., 3^0 V 
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vatcers ; ami in the mean time 1 am persuaded that you will tliiulc with 
me that tliu American privateer Qcnvrnl Mifflin ought not to exaot Ui 
France other advantage* than what, in a similar case, a French t>riva- 
tcer would meet with in North America. 

Tiiis discussion, moreover, should not take place, perhaps, in the 
particular affair in question. 1 am just informed that the French pro- 
prietor claims his vessel as retaken from pirates, offering to pay a third 
of its value to the American privateer which delivered it. This is 
agreeable to the tenth article, under the title of prizes, of the ordi- 
nance of 1081, which appears justly applicable to this particular case. 
If it should be found that the Guernsey privateer falls under the de- 
scription of those pirates whose depredations have obliged his majesty 
to order general reprisals, and that she has not been furnished with 
new letters of marque — which the court of London did not grant before 
the mouth of August— to cruise against French vessels, as appears 
from the declaration of the captain of the Isabella, this question will 
be ueeessarily submitted to the decision of the tribunals; and I can not 
do otherwise than see that, the most prompt justice be rendered to the 
American privateer. 1 request, at any rate, that you will be pleased to 
give me your opinion on the principal question, taking for granted the 
different laws of the two nations with respect to reprisals or rescues. 
1 have the honor to be, etc., 

DE Sartinis. 



Franklin, Lee and Adams to Sartine.* 

I 1 assy, September 17, 1778. 

Sir : We have this morning the honor of your excellency's letter of 
the Kith, relative to the French brigantine the Isabella, retaken by the 
American privateer the General Mifflin from a Guernsey privateer after 
having been eight Lours in his hands. 

We have the honor to agree perfectly with your excellency in your 
sentiments of the justice and policy of the principle of reciprocity be- 
tween the two uatious, aud that this principle requires that French 
ships of war or privateers should have the same advantage, in case of 
prizes aud recaptures, that the American privateers enjoy in France. 

We are so unfortunate at present as to have no copy of any of the 
laws of the United States relative to such cases, and are not able to 
recollect with precision the regulations in any of them. But we are 
informed by Captain M'Neil, that by the law of Massachusetts Bay, if 
a vessel is taken within twenty four hours, one-third goes to the re- 
captors; after twenty-four hours until seventy-two hours, one half ; 
after seventy-two hours and before ninety-six hours, three quarters; 
and after ninety-sis hours, the whole. 

"MSS. De]>. of State; I Sparks' Dip. fiuv. Corr., i'ti, witk verbal changes; 7 John 
A Jams' Works, 34. 
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All that we hare power to do in this ease is to convey to Congress a 
copy of your excellency's letter and of our answer, and we have no 
doubt but Congress will readily recommend to the several States to 
make laws giving to French privateers either the same advantages 
that their own privateers have in such cases in their own ports, or the 
same advantages that the French privateers onjoy in the ports of this 
kingdom in such cases by the ordinance of the king. And we wish 
your excellency would signify to us which would probably be most 
agreeable to his majesty. If the case of this vessel must come before 
the public tribunal upon the simple question whether she was taken 
from a pirate or not, that tribunal, we doubt not, will decide with im- 
partiality, but we can not refrain from expressing to your excellency 
that we think the origiual owner will be ill advised if he should put 
himself to this trouble and expense. 

We presume not to dispute the wisdom of the ordinance of the king 
which gives to the recaptor from a pirate only one-third, because we 
know not the species of pirates which was then iu contemplation uni- 
t-he motives of that regulation. But your excellency will permit us to 
observe that this regulation is so different from the general practice 
and from the spirit of the laws of nations, that there is no doubt it 
ought to receive a strict interpretation, and ttiat it is incumbent on the 
original proprietor to make it very evident that the first captor was a 
pirate. 

In the case in question, the Guernsey privateer certainly had a com- 
mission from the King of Great Britain to cruise against American vessels 
\t least. But admitting, for argument's sake, that he had no commission 
at all, the question arises whether the two nations of France and Bug- 
land are at war or not. And although there has been no formal decla- 
ration of war on either side, yet there seems to belittle doubt that the 
two nations have been at actual war at least from the time of the mu- 
tual recall of ambassadors, if not from the moment of the British King's 
most warlike speech to his Parliament. 

Now, if it is admitted that the two nations are at war, we believe it 
would be without a precedent in the history of jurisprudence to adjudge 
the subject of any nation to be guilty of piracy for au act of hostility 
com nutted at sea against the subject of another nation at war. Such 
a principle, tor what we see, would conclude all the admirals ami other 
officers of both nations guilty of the same offense. 

It is not the want of a commission, as we humbly conceive, that 
makes a man guilty of piracy, but committing hostilities against human 
kind, at least against a nation not at war. 

Commissions are but a species of evidence that nations are at war, 
but there are many other ways of proving the same thing. 

Subjects and citizens, it is true, are forbidden by most civilized na- 
tions to arm vessels for cruising against their enemies without a com- 
mission from the sovereign, but it is upon penalty of confiscation, or 
46 WE- VOL II 



722 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



some other, perhaps, milder puuishuieut, not on the penalties of piracy. 

Moreover, perhaps prizes made upon enemies by subjects or citizens 
without commission from their sovereigns may belong to the sovereigns, 
not to the captors, by the laws of most nations; but perhaps no nation 
ever punished as pirates their own subjects or citizens for making a 
prize from an enemy without a commission. 

We beg your excellency's pardon for detaining yon so long from 
objects of more importance, and have the honor to be, etc. 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to the President of Congress.' 

PASSY, September 17, 1778, 
Sir : The last letter which we have had the honor to write jointly to 
Congress was of the 20th of July,t and as we have sent several copies of 
it by different opportunities, we hope one of them at least will get safe 
to hand. Since our last there has been an important action at sea 
between two very powerful fleets, in wliicn, in our opinion, the French 
had a manifest and great advantage. But as all the newspapers in 
Europe are full of this transaction, and we have taken in our separate 
capacities every opportunity to transmit these papers to Congress, we 
think it needless to be more particular concerning that event in this 
letter. 

The French fleet on the 17th of last mouth again put to sea, and on 
the 22d Admiral Keppel sailed. By the best intelligence from Loudon 
the populace are amused, and the puhlic funds are supported by hopes 
given out by the administration of peace by an acknowledgment of 
American independency. But as the credulity of that nation has no 
bounds, we can draw no inference from this general opinion that such 
is the intention of government. We suppose that rumor to be a con- 
sequence of the mischievous deter mi nation of the cabiuet to propose 
independence on condition of a separate peace. 

We are here at this moment in a state of the most anxious and critical 
suspense, having heard nothing from Count d'Estaing nor from 
America since the llth of July. 

Congress will be informed by Mr. Arthur Lee respecting the court of 
Spain, 

We have taken measures in Amsterdam for borrowing mouey of the 
Dutch, but what success we shall have we can not yet say. We have 

" MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coir., 324, with verbal changes ; 7 Jolin 
Adams' Works, 37. 

t It is thus in the original, but it will have been seen that there are three short 
Tatters to Congress between. July SO.aud September. 17. — Spares. 
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also asked leave of this government to borrow money in this kingdom, 
but liaving no answer, we can not say whether we shall get permission, 
or not. We have yesterday applied for a continuation of the quarterly 
payment of seven hundred and fifty thousand livres; what the answer 
will be we know not ; if it is in the negative, the consequence must be 
very plain to Congress and to us. It is at all times wisest and safest, 
both for the representative and his constituent, to be candid, and we 
should think ourselves criminal if wc should disguise our just appre- 
hensions. 

Congress, then, will be pleased to be informed that all the powers of 
Europe are now armed or arming themselves by land or sea, or both, 
as there seems to be a universal apprehension of a general war. Such 
is the situation of European nations at least, tbat no one can arm itself 
without borrowing money. Besides this, the Emperor and King of 
Prussia are at actual war. All this together has produced this effect, 
that France, England, the emperor, Spain, Russia, at least, are bor- 
rowing money, and there is not one of them that we can learn but 
offers better interest than the United States have offered. There can 
be no motive, then, but simple benevolence to lend to us. 

Applications have been frequently made to us by Americans who have 
been some time abroad to administer the oath of allegiance to the 
United States, and to give them certificates that they have taken such 
oaths. Iu three instances we have yielded to their importunity ; in 
the case of Mr. Moore, of New Jersey, who has large property iu the 
East Indies which he designs to transfer immediately to America; in 
the case of Mr. Woodford, of Virginia, a brother of General Woodford, 
who has been some time in Italy, and means to return to America with 
his property ; and yesterday, iu the case of Mr. Montgomery, of Phil- 
adelphia, who is settled at Alicaut, in Spain, but wishes to seud vessels 
and cargoes of bis own property to America. We have given our 
opinions to these gentlemen frankly that such certificates are in strict- 
ness legally void, because there is no act of Congress that expressly 
gives us power to administer oaths. We have also given two or three 
commissions by means of the blanks with which Congress intrusted us j 
one to Mr. Li vingstou and one to Mr. Amiel, to be lieutenants in the navy, 
and in these eases we have ventured to ad minister the oaths of alle- 
giance. We have also in one instance administered the oath of secrecy 
to one of our secretaries, and perhaps it is necessary to administer such 
an oath, as well as that of allegiance, to all persons whom we may be 
obliged in the extensive correspondence we maintain to employ. We 
hope we shall not have the disapprobation of Congress for what in this 
way has been done, but we wish for explicit powers and instructions 
upon this head. 

There are among the multitude of Americans who are scattered 
about the various parts of Europe some, we hope many, who are ex- 
cellent citizens, who wish to take the oath of allegiance, and to have 
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some mode prescribed by which they may be enabled to send their ves- 
sels and cargoes to America with safety from their own friends, Amer- 
ican men-of-war and privateers. Will it not be practicable for Congress 
to prescribe some mode of giving registers of ships, some mode ot evi- 
dence to ascertain the property of cargoes, by which it might be made 
to appear to the cruisers and court of admiralty that the property 
belonged to Americans abroad f If Congress should appoint consuls, 
could not such power be given to them, or would Congress empower 
their commissioners or any others? Several persons from England 
have applied to us to go to America. They profess to be fiieuds to lib- 
erty, to republics, to America; they wish to take their lot with her, to 
take the oath of allegiance to the States, and to go over with their 
property. We hope to have instructions upon this head and a mode 
pointed out for us to proceed in. 

In observance of our instructions to inquire into M. Holker's author- 
ity, we waited on his excellency the Count de Vergennes, presented 
him with an extract of the letter concerning bim, and requested to know 
what authority M. Holker had. His excellency's answer to us was 
that he was surprised, for that M. Holker had no verbal commission 
from the ministry; but that M. de Vergennes, being informed that M. 
Holker was going to America, desired him to write to him, from time 
to time, the state of things and the temper of the people. 

We have given orders to M. Bonheld, at Bordeaux, to ship to Amer- 
ica twenty-eight 24- pounders, and twenty -eight 18-pouuders, according 
to our instructions. By his answer to us it will take some little time, 
perhaps two or three months, to get those cannon at a good rate and in 
good condition. 

Our distance from Congress obliges us very often to act without ex- 
press instructions upon points in which we should be very happy to 
have their orders; one example of which is, the case of the American 
prisoners ill England.* 

"The British Government resisted the exchange of prisoners, taken on European 
waters, on three grounds: 

(1) This involved a recognition of belligerent rights in the insurgents. 

(2) American prisoners con Id be kept out of barm's way in England ; not so with 
Brilish prisoners taken by American vessels, as long as France refused to permit such 
prisoners to be landed and imprisoned On shore. 

(3) British seamen being far more numerous than American, exchange would tell 
more favorably for the latter than the former. 

Hence, even to the end of the war there was always a large body of Americana im- 
prisoned in England ; and even when there were from time to time exchanges, the 
prisoners released were let loose without means of support. Whether in or out 
of prison, they formed a constan t source of anxiety to Franklin ; and a large part of 
his correspondence consists of letters as to their relief in prison or their sustenance 
and traveling expenses when discharged. That when in prison in England they were 
treated with extreme harshness is admitted by English authorities. I Ann. lieg., 
1773, p. 76; 1 Hale's Franklin in France, 197; see for further correspondence as to 
prisoners in England, analytical index, title "Prisoners," 
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Numbers have been taken and confined in goals; others, especially 
masters of vessels, are set at liberty. We are told there are five hundred 
yet iu England. Many have escaped from their prisons, who make their 
way to Paris, some by the way of Holland, others by Dunkirk, and others 
by means of smuggling vessels in other ports iu this kingdom. They 
somehow get money to give gaolers iu order to escape, then they take 
up money in England, ia Holland, in Dunkirk, and elsewhere to bear 
their expenses to Paris, then they apply to us to pay their other ex- 
penses, and expenses to Nantes, Brest, and other seaport towns. When 
arrived there, they apply to the American agent for more money; 
besides this, bills of their drawing are brought to us from Holland and 
other places; all this makes a large branch of expense. We have no 
orders to advance money in these cases, yet we have ventured to ad- 
vance considerable sums; but the demands that are coming upon us 
from all quarters are likely to exceed so vastly all our resources, that 
we must request positive directions whether we are to advance money 
to any prisoners whatever. If to any, whether to merchants and sea- 
men of private vessels and to officers and crews of privateers, as well 
as to officers and men in the continental service. We have taken un- 
wearied pains, and have put the United States to very considerable 
expense, in order to give satisfaction to these people, but all we have 
done has not the etlect; wc are perpetually told of discontented 
speeches, and we often receive peevish letters from these persons, in 
one place and another, that they are not treated with so much respect 
as they expected, nor furnished with so much money as they wanted. 
We should not regard these reflections if we had the orders of Congress. 
We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee, 
John Adams. 



Wecker to Vergeimes. 
[Translation.* ] 

Paris, September 18, 1778. 

Sir : I conclude from your note of the 5th instant that the commis- 
sioners of the North American Congress have informed you that there 
are many Americans in England, and other parts of Europe, who, de- 
sirous of returning to their country, have requested permission to 
transport their effects through France without being subjected to the 
payment of duties ■ 

Such an exemption would be contrary to all rule, and could only be 
granted by means of passports, which would indemnify the public chest ; 
you will doubtless see that such is not the case here. 

This favor, however, can be shown them: The transit regularly 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Ctirr., 328. 
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gives occasion for a duty on the importation and a second on tbe ex- 
portation; only one of these shall bo imposed; it shall bo paid at the 
office of entry; the effects shall be estimated at a very moderate rate 
if they are not new; they shall then he transported with free permits, 
and under seal, to secure them from uew examinations on tbo route 
until they leave the kingdom. I think yon will agree that it would 
not be possible to grant them more favorable terms. I beg you to re- 
quest the commissioners to make known to ns those Americans for 
whom this favor is requested, that I may give the necessary orders 
and prevent all abuses in this respect. 
I have the honor to be, etc. s 

Kecker. 



Congress— Deane '3 Case." 

September 18, 1778. 
The committee to whom were referred the letters from the lion. 
Arthur Lee of 6th, 15th, and 31st January, 1778, and the letter of IGth 
January, 1778, from the Hon. B. Franklin and S. Deane, brought in a 
report, which was read; whereupon a member in his place informed the 
House that he had information that W. Carmichae) had charged Mr. 
Deane with misapplication of the public money, etc. Ueing called upon 
to reduce this information to writing, he delivered in a paper which was 
read as follows: 

R, H. Lee is informed that Mi*. Carmichael did some time in the last spring or 
winter, say in Nantes, that ho knew Mr. Dean bail misapplied the public money, and 
that Mr. Carinichael did in strong terms reprobate Mr. Deaue'a conduct;, both in his 
public and private character; that Mr. Carmichael said an open rupture had taken 
place between Mr. Arthur Lee and tbe gentlemen at Pussy; that they had come to 
a resolution to do business without consulting Mr. Lee on any occasion, and that he 
(Mr. Carmichael) knows the excuse will be made to Congress that the French min- 
istry have desired it, though he docs not doubt that desire has arose from Mr. 
Deaue's insinuations; that Mr. Carmichael condemned Mr. Deane's conduct towards 
Mr. Lee, and was pointedly severe in reprobating the system and measures that he 
had pursued in his public character, and which he said he would fully unfold when 
he came to America. 

(See infra, Sept. 22, 1778.) 



Chaumont to Adams, t 
[Translation,] 

Passy, September 18, 1778. 
Sir : I have received the letter which you did me the honor to write 
to me on the 15th instant, making inquiry as to the rent of my house 
in which you live for the past and the future. When I consecrated my 

" MSS. Dep. of State; printed secret journals of Congress, the latter being imper- 
fect. (Bee supra, Sept. lb, 1778.) 

t 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 557 ; 7 John Adams' Works, 32. 
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house to Dr. Franklin and his associates who might live with him, I made 
it fully understood that I should expect no compensation, because I 
perceived that you had need of all your means to send to the succor of 
your country, or to relieve the distresses of your countrymen escaping 
from the chaius of their enemies, I pray you, sir, to permit this ar- 
rangement to remain, which I made when the fate of your country was 
doubtful. When she shall enjoy all her splendor, such sacrifices on my 
part will be superfluous or unworthy of her; but at present they may 
be useful, and I am most happy in offering them to yon. 

There is no occasion for strangers to be informed of my proceeding 
in this respect. It is so much the worse for those who would not do 
the same if they had the opportunity, and so much the better for me 
to have immortalized my house by receiving into it Dr. Franklin and 
his associates. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with the most perfect respect, etc., 

Le Hay De Chaumont.* 



Adams to the President of Congress, t 

Passy, September 20, 1778. 

Sir : T have the honor to enclose the latest gazettes, which contain 
all the news of Europe. The news from America by the way of London, 
which is contained in the Gourrier del'Buropeof the 15th instant, have 
raised our expectations and increased our anxiety. We are not without 
apprehensions that the Count d'Estaing may fall in with the combined 
fleets of Ilowe and Byron. 

The English are beginning to elevate their beads a little, and to renew 
their old insolent language both in coffee-houses and in daily papers. 
The refugees from America, unable to bear the thought of being ex- 
cluded forever from that country, and still less that of soliciting for 
pardon from their injured countrymen, and returning to see established 
principles which they detest, and forms of government against which 
they have ever combated, are said to be indefatigable in instilling hopes 
into the king and ministers, that by persevering another campaign and 
sending twenty thousand more men to America the people will be 
worn out and glad to petition for dependence upon them. 

They flatter themselves and others with hopes that Spain will remain 
neuter, and that by intriguing in France they can get the French min- 
istry changed, and then that they shall have little trouble from this 
quarter. Nothing can be more whimsical, more groundless or ridicu- 
lous, than all this. Yet it is said to please and amuse the credulous 
multitude in that devoted island. Those who pretend to know the 
bosoms of the persons highest in power in that kingdom say that they 

* See ou this subject supra, Introduction, $ 125, 
t 2 Sparks' Dip. Jiev. Cor., 558. 
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delight themselves with the t bought that it is not in their power to 
reduce America ouce more to their yoke, yet they are able to harass, to 
distress, and to render miserable those whom they can not subdue. 
That they have some little eompuuetion at tlie thought that tbey shall 
be ranked in history with the Philips and Alvas, the Alberts and Gis- 
lers of this world ; but this, instead of producing repentance and refor- 
mation, as it ought, engenders nothing but rage, envy, and revenge. 
This revenge, however, is impotent. Their marine and their nuances 
are in so bad a condition that it is with infinite difficulty they can cope 
wi Hi France alone even at sea; and it seems to be the intention of 
Providence that they shall be permitted to go on with their cruelties just 
long enough to wean the affection of every American heart, and make 
room for connections between us and other nations, who have not the 
ties of language, of acquaintance, and of custom to bind us. 

I am, with the most perfect respect, sir, your most obedient, humble 
servant, 

John Adams. 



Adams to Izard.* 

Passy, September 20, 1778. 

Deae, Sie : You have once or twice mentioned to me in con versa- 
tiou certain expressions iu the treaty relative to the fishery on the 
banks of Newfoundland, which you apprehend may be liable to differ- 
ent constructions and become the subject of controversy, if not the cause 
of war; but as it is very possible I may not have perfectly compre- 
hended your meaning, f should be much obliged to you if you would 
state in writing, together with the historical facts, which are fresb in 
your memory, for the illustration of it. * 

If i understood you, your apprehension arises from the tenth article 
of the treaty. 

"The United States, their citizens and inhabitants, shall never dis- 
turb the subjects of the most Christian King in the enjoyment and ex- 
ercise of the right of tisbiugon the banks of Newfoundland, nor in (he 
indefinite and exclusive right which belongs to them on that part of the coaM 
of that island which is designed by the treaty of Utrecht, nor in the rights 
relative to all and each of the isles which belong to his most Christian 
majesty ; the whole conformable to the true sense of the treaties of Utrecht 
and Paris. 

Les Btats-Unis, leurs citoyeus et babitans, ne troubleront jamais les 
sujets du roi tres ehretieu dans la jouissanee et exercice du droit de 
pecbe sur les bancs de Terre-Neuve, nou plus que dans la jouissanee 
iudefinie et exclusive qui leur appartient sur la partie des cotes de cette 
isle designee dans le traited' Utrecht, ni dans les droits relatifs a, toutes 

*7 J. Adams' Works, 42. 
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et chacune des isles qui appartienneu t a sa majesty tres chrctienno; le 
tout conformemeut an veritable sens des trails d'Dtrecbt et de Paris." 

You mentioned to me the Dames of two places, from the one of which 
to the other the French formerly claimed a right to fish and to exclude 
all other nations, and that such a right was claimed in the negotiation 
of the last peace, and you was apprehensive that such a claim might 
in future titties be revived. I should be very happy to receive your 
sentiments fully upon this subject, as it is no doubt of importance to us 
all. 

1 am, with much esteem and affection, your friend and bumble serv- 
ant, 

John Adams. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to the American Prisoners in Plymouth or else- 
where iii Great Britain,* 

Passt, September 20, 177S. 

GENTlemetj : Although we have not written to you directly for some 
time, you may be assured we have uot been unmindful of your interests, 
your comfort, or yonr liberty. We have been engaged a long time in 
negotiating a cartel of exchange. This work we found attended with 
many difficulties, but at last have obtained assurances from England 
that tin exchange shall take place. We have also obtained from 
the government of this kingdom a passport for a vessel to come 
from England to Nantes or L'Orient with American prisoners, there 
to take in British prisoners in exchange. We now sincerely hope that 
you will obtain your liberty. We can not certainly say, however, that 
all will be immediately exchanged, because we fear we have uot an 
equal number to be sent to England. Those that remain, if any, will 
be those who have been the latest in captivity, and consequently have 
suffered the least. 

While the British Government refused to make any agreement of 
exchange, the commissioners here never discouraged their countrymen 
from escaping from the prisons iu England; hut, on the contrary, have 
lent several sums of money (sufficient, with great economy, to bear 
their expenses to some seaport) to such as have made their way hither. 
But if the British Government should honorably keep their agreement 
to make a regular exchange, we shall not think it consistent with the 
honor of the United States to encourage such escapes, or to give any 
assistance to such as shall escape. Such escapes hereafter would have 
a tendency to excite the British administration to depart from the 
cartel, to treat the prisoners remaining with more rigor, and to punish 
those that escape, if retaken, with more severity. 

On the other hand, we have now obtained permission of this gov- 
ernment to put all British prisoners — whether taken by continental 



* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coit., 338 ; 7 Jolin Adams' Works, 40, 
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frigates or by privateers— into the king's prisons; and we are deter- 
in iuetl to treat such prisoners precisely as our conn try men are treated 
in England ; to give them the same allowance of provisions and accom- 
modations, and no other. Wo, therefore, reqnest yon to inform us with 
exactness what your allowance is from the government, that we may 
govern ourselves accordingly. 

We have the honor to be, with much respect and affection, your 
countrymen and humble servants, 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



Sartine to the Commissioners at Paris, 
[Translation.*] 

Versailles, September 21, 1778. 

Gentlemen : I have bad the honor of receiving your note of the 17th 
instant. 1 have no doubt that my observations on the necessity of a 
perfect reciprocity between the two nations in regard to recaptures at 
sea appear to yoti jtist. I am sorry that you have not at hand a copy 
of the laws of the United States relative to this subject. Many diffi- 
culties, which the distance of the two countries may vender very fre- 
quent, might thus have been prevented. The laws of Massachusetts 
Bay, referred to by Captain M'Neil, are different from those of England, 
and somewhat resemble the French- The English regulations seem to 
be more favorable to the interests of commerce (which should never be 
lost sight of even in war), by allowiug half of the vessel, in all cases, 
to the original owner. But it is particularly important that the differ- 
ent states should adopt some uniform and permanent sys'3tn in regard 
to this subject, so that there may not be different regulations for each 
state, which the igncrauce of the commanders of privateers will prevent 
them from applying to different circumstances, thus giving rise to 
difficulties which might be avoided by uniform legislation. 

With regard to the recapture of the Isabella by Captain M'Neil, I 
have merely indicated to you the grounds on which the owners rested 
their claims in their letter to me. It is not the province of the govern- 
ment to examine them ; that matter comes under the jurisdiction of 
the courts. If their sentence should be unfavorable to the original 
owners, you will certaii..y agree that a third, or even a half, of the 
value of the vessel ought to be deposited in the hands of a public 
officer appointed for that purpose until the two nations shaH agree 
upon some reciprocal regulations concerning vessels recaptured from 
the common enemy. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Dr Sartine. 

• 1 Sparks' Dip. Kev. Corr., :!30. 
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Sartine to Vergennee. 
[Translation.*] 

Versailles, September 21, 177S. 

Sir: I have Lad the honor to receive your note of the 5 th instant, 
informing me of the wish of the commissioners of the United States of 
Forth America to engage your good offices with the king that the 
necessary measures may be taken to fulfill his majesty's engagements 
under the eighth article of the treaty of February 0 of the present 
year in reference to the Barbary powers. t I have examined the article, 
and find that the king promised to employ his mediation with the 
Emperor of Morocco and the other Barbary powers in order to pro- 
vide as fully as possible for the interest and security of the citizens of 
the United States and the protection of their vessels and effects against 
all violence, insult, attacks, or depredations by the said Barbary 
powers or their subjects. 

From the nature of this engagement, it appears to me proper to use 
all means to comply with it, notwithstanding any difficulties which seem 
to lie in the way. But, before presenling any plan to his majesty, it 
seems to mo necessary to inform htm of the actual dispositions oT the 
United States and of the measures they may deem desirable on the 
part of France. 

Do the United States wish to conclude treaties with the Barbary 
powers, or do they wish merely that our influence should be exerted to 
make their Hag respected by those powers? In the latter case we 
should never succeed; or, if we should obtain liberty of commerce for 
the United States from some of them, it would be an illusory, temporary, 
and precarious permission, and would infallibly expose us, without be- 
ing of the least benefit to the citizens of the United States. The Alge- 
riues, in particular, would never acknowledge the flag of the United 
States, unless it were made for their interests to do so. 

You kuow too well, sir, the character of the Barbary States and their 
policy to be ignorant of the inefficacy and dangers of such a measure. 
It would probably be less difficult to induce them to acknowledge the 
independence of the United States, and to conclude treaties with this new 
power. It is necessary to know beforehand what are the instructions 
of the commissioners, and whether they are authorized to negotiate 
with the Barbary powers under the mediation of France. If Congress 
has this intention, then I could receive the orders of the king to give the 
commissioners the information necessary for entering upon a negotia- 
tion with the Barbary powers, and we should be able to concert effec- 
tual measures for succeeding in this object, without exposing our own 
interests for those of the United States. This negotiation will be long 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rov. Cerr., H30. A more accurate translation is given iu MSS. Vol. 
10a, p. 14f», Letters of Joint Cnnimiasioiiers. 
t See Seliuyler's American Diplomacy, 194. 
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and arduous, but I will neglect nothing to assure its success if the 
Congress determine to prosecute it and yon consider the king pledged 
to forward it, I shall wait for your reply before making any overtures. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Sabtine, 



Congress— Dearie's Case. —Dissension of Ministers abroad.* 

September liu, 1778. 

Whereas information hath been given to Congress, from which it is 
probable that William Carmiehael, esq., is possessed of a knowledge of 
the conduct of Silas Deane, esq., late commissioner at the court of Ver- 
sailles, touching the application of tbe public moneys of these United 
States and other matters relating to his public character; 

Resolved, That the said William Carmiehael be directed to attend at 
the bar of this House this afternoon to be examined in the premises. 

Whereas certain dissensions detrimental to the public service are said 
to have existed among tbe American commissioners in Europe — 

Resolved t That tiie said William Carmiehael be also examined touch- 
ing the said dissensions and the conduct of the said commissioners as 
far as the same may have come to his knowledge. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the letter of the lion. Silas Deane 
be postponed until the examination of William Carmiehael, esq,, is taken, 
and that Mr. Deane be informed thereof. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That Mr. Carmiehael be examined upon oath ; that the secre- 
tary take down in writing the questious propounded and the answers 
giren to them, A motion was made that the form of the oath be: 

"You swear that you will true answers make to all such questions as 
shall be propounded to yon by this House: so help you God." 

To this an amendment was moved that the form of the oatli be : 

"Ton swear that the evidence you shall give to this House concern- 
ing the matters now in question shall be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth: so help you God." 

Another amendment was moved : 

"You shall declare what you know of the conduct of the Hon. Silas 
Deane, esq., late commissioner at the court of Versailles, touching the 
application of the public moneys of these United States and other mat- 
ters relating to his public character, and also what you know of certain 
dissensions detrimental to the public service said to exist among tlie 
American commissioners in Europe and of the conduct of tbe said com- 
missioners ; yon shall tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
tbe truth: so help you God." 

*MSS, Dep. of State; printed secret journals of Congress, the latter being imper- 
fect. (See iHpra, Sept. 11, 18, 1775.) 
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On the question to agree to the last amendment, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr, Ohase : 



New Hampshire Mr. Bartlett. .......... . ■ Aye. Aye, 

I Mr. S. Adams. ..Aye. > 

Massachusetts Bay < Mr. Gerry. Aye. >Aye. 

( Mr. Holtou Aye. ) 

Rhode Island Mr, March ant No. No. 

Connecticut. Mr. A. Adams No, No. 

C Mr. Lewie Aye. ) 

New York < Mr. Duer No. >Aye. 

{ Mr. G. Moms Aye. } 

Ne w Je rsey Mr. W i tb erspo on . , No. No. 

!Mr. R. Morris No. 1 
L^tS::.:::l K 
Mr. Clingan No. J 

("Mr. Chase.. No. ) 

£^™r.::~* ' 

(.Mr, Henry No, 

(Mr, Harvie .__ No. 1 

Mr. Banister No, I N 

Vllgima 1 Mr. R. H. Lee Aye. > No ' 

LMr. Griffin No. J 



No. 



t Mr. Penu No. i 

North Carolina . - - { Mr. Harnett. No. VNo. 

( Mr. Williams... No. ) 

( Mr. Laurens. No. ) 

South Carolina . < Mr. Drayton .'. No. > No. 

f Mr. Matthews No. ) 

t Mr. Waltoo No. ) 

Georgia < Mr. Telfair No, >No. 

(Mr, Lang worthy No, ) 

Bo it passed in the negative. 

On the question to agree to the first amendment, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. A. Adams : 

New Hampshire ... Mr. Biirtlett Aye. Aye, 

f Mr. S. Adams Aye. ~\ 

Massachusetts Bay \ ft [■ .... 

(Mr, Holtou No, / 

Rhode Island Mr. Marchant No. No. 

Connecticut Mr. A.Adams Aye. Aye. 



| No. 

\ 



( Mr. Lewis Aye. 

New York < Mr. Duer No. 

( Mr. G. Morriw No. 

New Jersey Mr. Witherspoon Aye. Aye. 

(Mr. R. Morris No, 

T, ■ I Mr. Roberdeau Aye. 

Peunsylyaraa 1 Mf Jag ^ 

[ Mr. Clingan Aye. 

{Mr, Chase No, 1 
Mr. Plater No. [». 
Mr. Forbes No. f No - 
Mr. Henry No, J 

(Mr. Harvie - No. "1 

„. I Mr. Banister No. 1*t„ 

Virginia \ Mr. R. H. Lee Aye. ( No - 

[Mr. Griffin No. J 
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I Mr. Peun No. ) 

North Carolina < Mr. Harnett - No. VNo. 

( Mr, Williams No. ) 

i Mr. Laurons -Aye, ) 

Sooth Carolina 1 Mr, Drayton -No. >No. 

( Mr. Matthews No. > 

( Mr, Walton No. 1 

Georgia ■? Mr. Telfair No. >No. 

( Mr. Langworfcby No, J 

So it passed in the negative : 

Ou putting the main question, the yeas and nays being required by 
Mr, G, Morris : 

New Hampshire , Mr. Bartlett ..No. No. 

{Mr. S, Adams No. 1 
& L^Zi::::::::::::::iyt r Ay * 
Mr. Holton Aye. J 

Rhode Island Mr. March ant Aye. Aye, 

Connecticut Mr. A. Adams . . No. No. 

l Mr. Lewis 

New York < Mr. Duer 

( Mr, G. Morris . 

New Jersey Mr. Witherspoon -.No. No. 

(Mr. R. Morris Aye. 

... , ._ I Mr. Roberdeao No, k 

Pennsylvania J Mr _ Jaa &mm A >e. f*** 

(.Mr. Cliugan Aye. 

(Mr. Chase Aye. 

Mr. Plater. ..Aye. 



-Aye. ) 
Aye. >Ay< 
-Aye. \ 



\*. K::::::::::::::^ \ a **- 

l.Mr. Henry ..Aye. j 

{Mr. liar vie ....Aye. 
Mr. Banister Aye. 
Mr. R. II. Lee No. 
Mr. Gritliu Aye. 

I Mr. Penn Aye. ) 

North Carolina. { Mr, Harnett. Aye. >Aye, 

/ Mr. Williams Aye. ) 

{ Mr. Laurens No. ) 

South Carolina J Mr. Drayton No, >No, 

( Mr. " 



1 



jAye. 



. MattbewB No, 

I Mr. Walton - Aye. 



Georgia _.. / Mr, Telfair No, J-Nb. 

( Mr, Lang worthy No. 

So it was resolved in the affirmative.* 



| No 



*Tbe following proceedings may be taken in connection with the above; 

S !-: I 'TKMIiF.lt 2f>, ITT''. 

A letter of September ill from Mr. S. Deaue was read, intimating thatbo is informed 
that letters from Mr. Izard reflecting ou bis character and conduct whilst iti the 
service of the public abroad have been read in Congress, and requesting to be fur- 
nished with copies thereof, and that lie may be permitted to wait on Congress and to 
be beard in bis vindication. 

Ordered, That Mr. Deaue be furnished with extracts of all such parts of Mr, Izard's 
letters read in this House on the 19th as relate to his public character. 

Skptkmhbr 26. 

Ordered, That Mr. Carmicbael be directed to attend at the bar of this House on 
Monday afternoon, at 3 o'clock, to be examined touching the matters set forth in Ihe 
resolution of the 224. 
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Franklin, Lee, and Adams to the President of Congress.* 

PASSY, September 22, 1778. 
SIR: This will be delivered to you by Mr. Jonathan Loring AustiiJ,t 
who was sent the last year express to France with the news of the 
convention of Saratoga. He has resided chiefly in this kingdom from 
that time, and has been employed in the service of the public a part of 
the time, and his behavior from first to last has given entire satisfaction 
to us. We think it our duty, therefore, to recommend him to Congress 
as a gentleman of merit, of ability and diligence in business, zealously 
attached to the cause of his country, and of exemplary prudence and 
decency. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Fkanklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 

Ordered, That Tuesday afternoon be assigned for hearing the Ho u. Silas Dean e, and 
that he he notified to attend on t-li;it day at 3 o'clock. 

SliPTGMBICK 28, 

Mr. Cariniehael, attending, was called in and sworn, and sundry questions being 
asked and answers returned, he had leave to withdraw. 

Ordered, That Mr. Carmichael at tend at the bar of this House on Wednesday nest 
at 10 o'clock to be further examined, 

Septembek 2U. 

Ordered, That Hie bearing of .Mi'. Deaue be postponed till the examination of Mr. 
Carmichael is finished, aud that Mr. Deaue be informed thereof. 

Septum bkk 30, 1778, 

Mr. Carmichael, attending according to order, was called in, and the House pro- 
ceeded in his examination. 
Ordered, That Mr. Carmichael attend on Friday afternoon to bo further examined. 

October 3, 1778. 

The committee for foreign affairs laid before Congress a letter of 1st June from 
the honorable A, Lee, at Paris, which was read. 

Ordered, That the honorable Silas Deaue, esij., be furnished with a copy of the said 
letter so lar as relates to him. 

OCTOBEJt 5, 1778. 

Ordered, That Mr. Carmichael at tend this afternoon at 4 o'clock to be further ex. 
amined. 

P. M, 

Mr. Carmichael, attending according to order, was called in, and being further ex- 
amined, was ordered to withdraw. 

For further proceedings, see infra, Oct. 14, 1778. 

* MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Kev. Coir., 332. 
t See Introduction $ 193. 
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Adama to Franklin.* 

PASSV, September 22, 1778. 

Sir: Upon lookiug over the account of the expenditure of the money 
for which we ha ve jointly drawn upon the banker since my arrival at 
Passy, 1 find some articles charged for similar ones to which I have 
paid iu my separate capacity. I do not mean to be difficult about these 
things, but that we may have plan for the future, I beg leave to pro- 
pose that the wages and expenses of the maitre d'hvtel aud cook, itud 
of all the servants, their dothes, and every other expense for them, the 
wages, clothes, and other expenses of the coachman, the hire of the 
horses and carriage, the expense of postage of letters, of expresses to 
Versailles aud Paris and elsewhere, of stationary ware, and all the ex- 
penses of the family should be paid out of the money to be drawn from 
the banker by our joint order. If to these Dr. Franklin chooses to add 
the washerwoman's account for our servants, etc., as well as ourselves, 
I have no objectiou ; receipts to be taken for payments of money, aud 
each party furnished with a copy of the account, ami a sight of the re- 
ceipts once a munth if lie desires it. The expenses of il clerk for each 
may be added, if Dr. Franklin pleases, or this may bo a separate ex- 
pense, as he chooses. Expeuses for clothes, books, aud other things, 
and transient pocket expeuses, to be separate. Or if any other plan 
is more agreeable to Dr, Franklin, Mr. Adams begs him to propose it. 
The accounts of our sous at school may be added, if Dr. Franklin chooses 
it, to the general account, or otherwise. 

For my own part, when I left America 1 expected, and had no otber 
thought, but to be at the expense of my son's subsistence and educa- 
tion here in my private capacity, and I shall still be very contented to 
do this, if Congress should desire it. But while other gentlemen are 
maintaining and educating large families here, and enjoying the exqui- 
site felicity of their company at the same time, perhaps Congress may 
thiuk it proper to allow this article to us as well as to them ; and I am 
sure I do not desire if, nor would I choose to accept it if it were not 
allowed to others, although, perhaps, the duties, labors, and auxieties of 
our station may be greater than those of others. 

1 am, sir, your inmate, and most obedient servant, 

John Adams, 



Dearie to the President of Congress.! 

Philadelphia, September 22, 1778. 
Sir : In consequence of an order of Congress on the 8th of December, 
1777, for me to embrace the first opportunity of returning to America, 
and "upon my arrival repair with all possible dispatch to Congress, 

" 7 J. Aitams' Works, 43. 

t MSS. Dq>. of Stato ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Kev. Corr., <J2, with verbal changea. 
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that they might be well informed of the state of affairs in Europe in 
that critical juncture," I left Faris the 1st of April last, having received 
the order on the 4th of March preceding, and arrived in Philadelphia, 
the seat of Congress, on the 13th of July following, ready, at the 
pleasure of Congress, to render such information as was in my power 
to give. In this situation I continued until the 15th of August, when 
1 received the order of Congress to attend them on the 17th, on which 
day, and on the 21st, I had the honor personally to inform Congress 
generally of my public transactions under their authority from the time 
of my departure from Philadelphia in March, 1770, until my return. 

In these audiences, I particularly stated and explained the unsettled 
state in which the commercial transactions of the commissioners in 
Europe were at my departnre, and that as well from their nature and 
extent as that even at my departure from Paris, many large orders 
were not completed, and, of consequence, neither the accounts nor 
vouchers delivered; that the interval between my receiving my order 
of recall and my departure iu compliance with it was so short as to 
render it impossible for me to arrange these affairs further than to be 
able to give a general state of them, which I then mentioned generally, 
and added, that I was under the necessity of returning speedily to 
Europe, as well ou account of those as of other important affairs left 
by my sudden departure in an unsettled state. At my last audience 
I found and expected that I should be called upon to answer questions 
which might be put to me for the obtaining more clear and explicit 
information than what I had giveu of some particulars in my general 
narration, and I held myself in readiness to attend Lhe pleasure of Con- 
gress for that purpose. In this situation, my private affairs pressed my 
immediate departure from Philadelphia, and my public as well as 
private affairs iu Europe no less urged my departure from America. 
On the 8th of September, I took the liberty of reminding that honor- 
able body that I was still waiting to receive theirorders, if they desired 
my further attendance upon them ; and my affairs daily pressing, on 
the 11th of September I again reminded Congress of my waiting their 
pleasure, and took the liberty of mentioning the reasons that pressed 
me to be anxious for their speedy decision. As Congress have not 
thought proper to make any reply to my letters, nor to admit me to lay 
before them such further information as they may desire and I am en- 
abled to give, and as from the many weighty affairs upon their hands it 
is uncertain when I may be admitted, and as my affairs will not permit 
my louger continuance in Philadelphia, I take the liberty of enclosing 
to your excellency the account of the banker in whose bands all the 
public moneys were deposited, of which I gave you some time since 
a general state for your private information, and which I obtained from 
the banker but a day or two before my departure from Paris, with the 
view of giving all the information iu my power on every subject to Con- 
gress iu which tbey were interested, and which account I expected iu 
the course of my narration to have delivered personally to Congress. 
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As to any other subject on which further information may be desired, 
I shall be ready to give it whenever that honorable body shall call oti 
me for it during the short time my arfairs will permit me to tarry in 
this city. I have indeed thought that some further information would 
be necessary; 1 have daily expected to be called upon for it. Ou this 
consideration alone I have, notwithstanding the pressing circumstances 
I have found myself in, waited with patience the orders of Congress. 
I shall be happy if such information, or any other service in my power, 
may be found agreeable and of use to that respectable body and the 
On i ted States, to whom I have long since, and ever shall bo, devoted. 
I have only further to request that honorable body to be assured that 
I shall ever retain a most grateful sense of the confidence which they 
have heretofore honored me with, and consider it as the most honorable 
and happy circumstance of ray life that I have had the opportunity of 
rendering important services to my country, and that I am conscious 
of having done them to the utmost of my ability. 

I have the honor to remain, with the utmost respect, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Van Berckel to Dumas. 

[Translation.]* 

Amsterdam, September 23, 1778. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith the declaration, 
which I am authorized to make, in order to prevent any mistake as to 
the intentions of the burgomasters of the city of Amsterdam j since it 
will be made evident by the above-mentioned declaration that they have 
not the absurd design of concluding a convention independently of their 
high mightinesses, but only to make such preparations as are possible 
to accelerate the conclusiou of a treaty of commerce when the oppor- 
tunity shall present. It is plain that a treaty of commerce cau not he 
concluded unless the priucipal commercial city of the republic gives its 
consent thereto, and that it cau not give its consent without having 
examined the terms. This examination may as well precede as follow 
the acknowledgment of the independence of America by the Jinglish, 
in which case we should gain much time. 

With regard to the terms, I will explain my own views, sir, in a very 
few words, viz: That, in general, we should grant each other mutually 
all the facilities necessary to render commerce as free as possible, and 
that for this purpose we should take the treaty between France and 
America as the basis, changing nothing except those provisions which 
can not be applicable in the republic. 

If this principle accord with the views of Congress on this subject, I 
will have the above-mentioned treaty examined by experienced mer- 
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chants, and communicate to you their opinion with regard to the addi- 
tions or omissions necessary to negotiate a treaty of commerce between 
the republic and the United States of America on that basis. 

If you wish for any further explanations, I beg you, sir, to give me 
information ; but I tbiuk the views I have proposed so simple, that 
nothing farther will be necessary. 

I have the honor to be, sir, etc., 

E. T. Van Beeckel. 



DECLARATION OF VAN BEKCKEL. 

[Translation.]* 

Amsterdam, September '23, 1778. 

The undersigned, pensionary of the city of Amsterdam, lias the honor to make 
known to those who are duly authorised by the Congress of the United States of 
America that he in empowered hy the burgomasters of the aforementioned city to 
declare in their names that, provided the said Congress do not enter into any en- 
gagement with the English commissioners which may he hurtful or prejudicial to 
the commerce of the republic of the United Provinces, directly or indirectly, the 
aforesaid burgomasters on their side will he entirely disposed, as far as depends on 
them, so to direct the course of affairs, that whenever the independence of the said 
United States of America shall he recognised hy the English, a perpetual treaty of 
amity shall be concluded between this republic and the aforesaid United States, con- 
taining the. most extensive reciprocal advantages in relation to the commerce of the 
subjects of the two powers. 

The undersigned has the honor further to declare, that it is the will of said burgo- 
masters that this declaration may be employed as shall bo thought expedient, 
with the necessary precaution that it shall not come to the knowledge of those in- 
terested, to prevent, if possible, or at least to obstruct, the execution of a plan which 
has no other object than to promote the mutual happiness and the true interests of 
the two republics, 

E. T. Van Berckel. 



Deane to the President of Congress. \ 

Philadelphia, September 24, 1778. 
SIR: Being informed that letters from Mr. Izard, reflecting on my 
character and conduct whilst in the service of the public abroad, have 
been read in Congress, I have to ask that honorable body to grant me 
copies thereof, and that 1 may be permitted to wait on Congress and 
to be heard in my vindication. 1 have that regard for Mr. Izard's 
opinion of my ability and disposition to transact public business which 
I ought to have, and am consequently easy on that subject; but facts 
asserted, which affect either, call for an explanation. Those, indeed, 
which respect myself personally require none before Congress, nor will 

• 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 333. 
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I trouble that honorable body with the making any ; but those which 
regard my character and conduct as a public mi Ulster, aud in so impor- 
tant a transaction as that of the late treaties of Paris, call on rae, as 
well in justice to the public as to myself, for an explanation, wliich I 
am very happy in the having it in my power to give, as well as in the 
cootideuce I have that Congress will neither delay nor refuse doing 
this justice to a faithful and greatly injured servant of theirs. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Silas Deane.* 

Vergermes to the Commissioners at Paris. 

[Trauslatiou.lt 

Versailles, September 24, 1778, 
Gentlemen : By your note of the 28th of August, you requested 
free entry, with exemption from all duties, of the effects of many Amer- 
icans in Europe desirous of returning to their country. I have com- 
municated your request to M. Necker, and send you herewith his reply. 
You will see in it the reasons which render it impossible to comply with 
your wishes and the arrangements which can be made to favor the 
Americans who wish to send their effects to America by way of France, 
I have the honor to be, gentlemen, etc. 

De Vergennes. 



Izard to Adams.l 

Paris, September 24, 1778. 
Dear Sir : I must apologize for not having given you an immediate 
auswer to your letter of the 20th instant, which would have been the 
case, if I had not been much employed in writing, on account of the 
sudden departure of Mr. Blake for Nantes. It has been my constant 
wish that, as soon as Great Britain shall be compelled, by the virtuous 
exertions of our countrymen, to abandon her plans of conquest, we 
may enjoy the blessings of peace, uninterrupted by disputes with any 
power whatsoever. Contentious with France ougbt, above all others, 
to be avoided from every consideration. It is upon this account that 
I have suffered great uneasiness from some articles in the treaties with 
this court, which I fear will, in some future day be productive of much 
discontent and mischief. Two of those articles have been pointed out 
by Congress, aud by their direction have been altered. The little time 

"See order of Congress, September 33, 1778, printed attjim, note to proceedings iu 
Deaue's case, September 22, 1778. 
i 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 334. 
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which was spent is examining the treaties may bo the reason why some 
other parts may have escaped their attention; and I wish fchey may 
not occur to them when it is too late. Had toe " alterations that were 
proposed on either side" to be made from tbe treaty originally trans- 
mitted by Congress to the commissioners at this court been communi- 
cated to me, seme good might possibly have been derived from it. I 
have no doubt but it was the indispensable duty of those gentlemen to 
have made such communication, and if any evils should be sustained 
in consequence of their persisting in their refusal to make them, in 
spite of every application on my part, they ought to be answerable for 
them to their country. This, however, is not the proper time nor place 
for the discussion of these points. I shall," therefore, proceed to take 
notice of that part of the treaty only which you have done me the 
honor to ash my sentiments upon. 

The eighth article of the original treaty, proposed by Congress, con- 
tains the following words: "The most Christian King shall retain the 
same rights of fishery on the banks of Newfoundland, and all other 
rights relating to any of the said islands, which he is entitled to by vir- 
tue of the treaty of Paris." 
The thirteenth article of the treaty of Utrecht contains the following: 
" It shall be allowed to the subjects of France to catch rlsLi and to 
dry them on land in that part only, and in no Other hesides that, of the 
said island of Newfoundland which stretches from the place called Cape 
Bonavista to the northern point of said island, and from thence, run- 
ning down by tbe western side, reaches as far as the place called Point 
Eiche." 

The French pretended that, in consequence of the above article, they 
had an exclusive right to fish on such parts of the coast of Newfound- 
land as are therein described, but the claim was never admitted by 
England ; indeed, the treaty of Utrecht does not afford any grounds 
for such a claim. The fifth article of the treaty of Paris says : " The 
subjects of France shall ham the liberty of fishing and drying on a part 
of the coasts of the island of Newfoundland, such as it is specified in the 
thirteenth article of the treaty of Utrecht." The words " indefinite and 
exclusive right" make no part of either of the above treaties, yet they 
are inserted in the tenth article of our treaty of commerce ; and that it 
may seem as though no innovation was intended, that right is claimed 
as having been " designed" in the treaty of Utrecht; and the whole is 
to be (not such as it is specified, but) conformable to the "true sense" 
of the treaties of Utrecht and Paris. Perhaps my apprehensions on 
this subject may be groundless; and should that not be the case, per- 
haps they may be useless. I am induced to mention this last observa- 
tion by the conversation I had with you about the fishery at Mr. Ber- 
tin's, at Passy, in which we differed totally respecting the importance 
of it to America in general, and particularly to the State of Massachu- 
setts Bay. You were of opinion that the fishery was not only an object 
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of no consequence, but that it was, and always weald be, a prejudice 
to New England. If this should really be the case, some consolation 
may be derived from it when the probability of being excluded from part 
of it is considered. Since the advantages of commerce have been well 
understood, the fisheries have been looked upon by the naval powers of 
Europe as an object of the greatest importance. The French have been 
increasing their fishery ever since tlie treaty of Utrecht, which has ena- 
bled them to rival Great Britain at sea. The fisheries of Holland were 
not only the first rise of the republic, but have been the constant sup- 
port of all her commerce and navigation. This branch of trade is of 
such concern to the Dutch, that, in their public prayers, they are said 
to request the Supreme. Being " that it would please Him to bless the 
government, the lords, the states, and also their fisheries." 

The fishery of Newfoundland appears to me to be a mine of infinitely 
greater value than Mexico and Peru. It enriches the proprietors, is 
worked at less expense, and is the source of naval strength and protec- 
tion. I have, therefore, thought it my duty to give my sentiments on 
tins subject to my friend Mr. Laurens. If my reasons appear to him 
to have any weight, it is probable they may be commuuicated to the 
delegates of those States who will be more immediately affected. If 
not, they will be suppressed, as they ought to be, and neither they nor 
anybody else will be troubled with them, 

I am, dear sir, with great regard, your friend and humble servant, 

li. Izard. 



Adams to Izard." 

Passy, September 25, 1778. 

Sir : I have received with much pleasure your favor of yesterday's 
date. No apology was necessary for the delay of so few days to answer 
a letter the contents of which did not, from any public consideration, 
require haste. My most fervent wishes mingle themselves with yours 
that the happy time may soon arrive when we may enjoy the blessings 
of peace, uninterrupted by disputes with any power whatever. But 
alas ! my apprehensions are very strong that we are yet at a distance 
from so great a felicity. 

You will readily acknowledge the impropriety of my entering into 
the question concerning the duty of the commissioners here to have 
made the communications of the treaty which you mention. But of 
this you may be assured, that I shall at all times hold myself obliged to 
you for the communication of your sentiments upon any public affair. 
I am therefore sorry that in your letter you have confined yourself to 
that uart of the treaty upon which I particularly requested your senti- 
ments. And I now take the liberty to request your sentiments upon 
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every part of the treaty which you conceive liable to doubtful construc- 
tion or capable of producing discontent or dispute, fori have the honor 
to bo fully of your opinion, that it is of very great importance to be 
upon our guard, and avoid every cause of controversy with Prance as 
much as possible. She is, and will be, in spite of tbe obstacles of lan- 
guage, of customs, religion, and government, our natural ally against 
Great Britain as long as she shall continue our enemy, and that will be 
at least as long as she shall hold a foot of ground in America, however 
she may disguise it, and whatever peace or truce she may make. 

Your sentiments of the fishery, as a source of wealth, of commerce, 
and naval power are perfectly just, and therefore this object will and 
ought to be attended to with precision and cherished with care. Never- 
theless, agriculture is the most essential interest of America, and even 
of the Massachusetts Bay ; and it is very possible to injure both by 
diverting too much of the thoughts and labor of the people from the 
cultivation of the earth to adventures upon the sea. And this, in the 
opinion of some persons, has been the fault in the Massachusetts Bay. 
Experience has taught us iuthe course of this war that the fishery was 
not so essential to our welfare as it was once thought. Necessity has 
taught us to dig in the ground instead of Ashing in the sea for our bread, 
and we have found that the resource did not fail us. 

The fishery was a source of luxury and vanity that did us much iu 
jury ; yet this was the fault of the management, not of the fishery. 
One part of our fish went to the West India Islands for rum and mo- 
lasses to be distilled into rum, which injured our health and our morals ; 
the other part weut to Spain and Portugal for gold aud silver, almost 
the whole of which went to London, sometimes for valuable articles of 
clothing, but too often for lace and ribbons. If, therefore, the cessation 
of the fishery for twenty years to come was to introduce the culture of 
flax and wool, which certainly it would do as far as would be necessary 
for the purposes of decency and comfort, if a loss of wealth should be 
the consequence of it, the acquisition of morals and of wisdom would 
perhaps make us gainers in the end. 

These are vain speculations I know. The taste for rum and ribbons 
will continue, and there are no means for the New England people to 
obtain thein so convenient as the fishery, and therefore the first oppor- 
tunity will be eagerly embraced to revive it. As a nursery of seamen 
and a source of naval power it has been and is an object of serious im- 
portance, and perhaps indispensably necessary to the accomplishment 
and the preservation of our independence. I shall, therefore, always 
think it my duty to defend aud secure our rights to it with all industry 
and zeal, and shall ever be obliged to you for your advice aud co-oper- 
atiou. 

Pardon the length of this letter, and believe me, with much esteem, 
your friend and servant, 

John Adams. 
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Franklin. Lee and Adams to W. Lee.* 

Passt, September 26, 1778. 
Sir: We have considered with some attention the papers which you 
have laid before us, containing a project of a treaty to be made between 
the republic of the United Provinces and that of the United States of 
America. 

As Congress have intrusted to us the authority of treating with all 
the states of Europe, excepting such as have a particular commission 
designed by Congress to treat with them, aud as no particular com- 
missioner has been appointed to treat with their high mightinesses, we 
have already taken such measures as appeared to us suitable to accom- 
plish so desirable a purpose as a friendship between nations so circum- 
stanced as to have it in their power to be extremely beneficial to each 
other in promoting their mutual prosperity. And we propose to con- 
tinue our endeavors iu every way consistent with the honor and inter- 
est of both. 

But we do not think it prudent, for many reasons, to express at pres- 
ent any decided opinion concerning the project of a treaty which you 
have done us the honor to communicate to us. 

Wo can not. however, conclude without expressing our real disposi- 
tion to treat upon an object which, besides laying the foundation of an 
extensive commerce between the two countries, would have a very 
forcible tendeucy to stop the effusion of human blood, and prevent the 
further progress of the ilames of war. 

We have the honor to be, with the utmost respect, sir, your most 
obedient, humble servants, 

B. Franklin. 
Akthub Lee. 
John Adams. 



Franklin, Lee and Adams to Izard, t 

Passy, September 26, 1778. 
Sir : Last evening we had the honor of au answer from the Count de 
Vergeunes to our letter respecting your goods. We enclose a copy of 
it to you, and believe it will be advisable for you to wait on M. de Sar- 
tine. Perhaps he may at first recollect the article of the treaty, as M. 
de Vergeunes appears not to have done. 

We have the honor to be, with great respect, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 334 ; 7 J. Adams' Works, 49. 
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Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Vergennes. 

Passy, September 26, 1778. 
Sm : Wo had last evening the honor of your excellency's letter of the 
24th of this mouth, in answer to ours of the 28th ultimo, relative to the 
liberty for Americans to pass through this kingdom with their effects 
in their way home duty free, enclosing a copy of a letter from M. 
Necker to your excellency upon the same subject. We shall take the 
liberty to pursue the rules prescribed by M. Necker as there may be 
occasion. 

At the same time we had the houor of your excellency's letter of the 
25th relative to Mr, Izard's goods. 

The question your excellency mentions, we apprehend cau not arise in 
this case, whether an enemy's ship makes merchandise the enemy's, be- 
cause by the sixteenth article of the treaty of commerce your excellency 
will recollect " that au exception is made of such goods and merchan- 
dise as were put on board such ships before the declaration of war or 
after such declaration, if it were done without the knowledge of such 
declaration ; iguorauce of the declaration of war not to be pleaded after 
two mouths." 

Mr. Izard's goods were shipped before any declaration of war, or at 
least two months had not passed away after the first appearance of 
war and before tney were shipped. 

We have referred Mr. Izard to his excellency M. de Sartine, and 
shall have the honor to apply to him ourselves, according to your ex- 
cellency's advice, as early as possible. 

We have the houor to be, with the most perfect consideration, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Sartine.* 

Passy, September 20, 1778. 

SIR: The honorable Ralph Izard, minister from the United States, 
to the Grand Duke of Tuscany, having ordered his baggage to Italy 
from Londou, has had the luck to have it taken in an English vessel 
and carried into Marseilles. We have written to the Count deVergeu- 
nes on the subject, who referred us to your excellency. 

We apprehend that by the sixteenth articleof the treaty of commerce 
Mr. Izard has a clear right to a restitution of his goods. But perhaps 
it will be necessary for your excellency to transmit to Marseilles a copy 
of the treaty, or some order relative to this property of Mr. Izard, which 
we have the honor to request. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

K. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 
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Franklin to Adams,* 

Passv, Saturday, September 26, 1778. 

Dear Sir: I very much approve your plan with regard to our future 
accounts, and wish it to he followed. 

The accounts that have been shown you are only those of the person 
we had intrusted with the receiving and paying our money, and intended 
merely to show how he was discharged of it. We are to separate from 
that account the articles for which Congress should be charged and 
those for which we should give credit. 

It has always been my intention to pay for the education of my 
children, their clothes, etc., as well as for books and other things for 
my private use; and whatever I spend in this way I shall give Congress 
credit for, to be deducted out of the allowance they have promised us. 
But as the article of clothes for ourselves here is necessarily much higher 
than if we were not in public service, I submit it to your consideration 
whether that article ought uot to be reckoned among expenses for the 
public. I know I had clothes enough at home to have lasted me my 
lifetime in a country where 1 was under small necessity of following new 
fashions. 

I shall be out of town till Monday. When I return we will, if you 
please, talk further of these matters, and pnt the accounts in the order 
they are hereafter to bo kept. 

With great esteem, I am your most obedient, humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 

I enclose a letter just received from Mr. Ross, Some answer should 
be sent him; I have not had time. Enclosed are his late letters. If 
any good news arrive, my servant may be sent express to me with it. 



Vergennes to the Commissioners at Paris, t 
[Translation. J 

Versailles, September 27, 1778. 
Gentlemen : In your letter of the 28th ultimo you remind me of 
the promise of the king, by the eighth article of the treaty of amity 
and commerce, signed the Gth of February last, to use his exertions 
with the Barbary powers to provide for the security of the commerce 
and navigation of the citizens of the United States in the Mediterra- 
nean. I have communicated your request to M. de Sartine, to whose 
department it belongs, and you will see by the reply of that minister, 
of which I send you a copy, that he considers it reasonable, but re- 

* 7 J. Adams' Works, 48. 
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quires further explanations before be can receive the orders of the 
kiug on this matter. I heg you, gentlemen, to have the goodness to 
communicate them to me, and to be assured that the king will cheer- 
fully do all in his power to satisfy the wishes of the United States, and 
promote their views with the different Barbary powers. 
1 have the honor to be, gentlemen, etc., 

])e Vergennes. 



Franklin, Lee. and Adams to Sartine.' 

Passy, September 27, 1778. 

Sir : We have received the letter which your excellency did us the 
honor to write to us on the 21st instant relative to the Isabella, retaken 
from a Guernsey privateer, by Captain M'Neil, in the General Mifflin. 

It is extremely probable that Count d'Estaing has retaken several 
American vessels from the English. We shall, no doubt, soon have 
intelligence what has been done in those cases. 

We have advised Captain M'Neil to leave one-third ot the produce 
of the Isabella in the hands of such public officer ns your excellency 
shall point out, to be repaid to him, or restored to the original proprie- 
tor of the Isabella hereafter, according to the rule which shall be 
adopted by the two nations; and to this Captaiu M'Ncil has agreed. 
Captain M'Neil will have the houor to deliver this letter to your exeel- 
t lency, and is ready to give your excellency any assurance you may re- 
quire of him, and to take the charge of your dispatches respecting 
this affair, if your excellency is disposed to do him the honor to trust 
them to his care. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee, 
John Adams. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Dumas. t 

Passy, September 27, 1778. 
Sir : We received yours, in which you hint that it is wished by some 
of our friends that the commissioners would propose a treaty to your 
government. It would really be a great pleasure to them to be instru- 
mental in cementing a union between the two republics of Holland and 
the United States by a treaty of amity and commerce similar to that 
lately concluded with France, or varying where circumstances might 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Corr., 337, with verbal eUangcs. 
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require it. But Laving received no answer from the grand pensionary 
to a letter they respectfully wrote to his excellency some mouths since, 
expressing their disposition to such a good work they apprehend that 
any further motion of that kind, ou their part, would not, at present, 
be agreeable ; though they still hold themselves ready to enter upon 
such a treaty when it. shall .seem good to their high mightinesses. 
We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee, 
John Adams. 



R. H. Lee and Love 11, for Committee on Foreign Affairs, to Bingham.* 

Philadelphia, September 28, 1778, 
Sir : Your several favors up to the 28th of July came duly to our 
hands, and having been communicated to Congress, were received as 
agreeable proofs of your regular correspondence. The papers which 
you enclose are with the marine committee, who will doubtless take 
occasion soon to report upon the contents. This will he conveyed to 
you in a small schooner, which perhaps is not fit for a winter's return 
to this coast. You will determine, in conjunction with the captain, 
whether to send her back immediately, or to make the best use of her 
for the public in your neighborhood till a proper month for her return. 
She is confided thus to your discretion. 

No absolute judgment can at this instant be formed of the intended 
movements of the enemy. A course of Dunlap's papers will convey to 
you a general insight into the posture of our military affairs. It is not 
probable that any considerable decision in the held will take place this 
fall, and the councils in Britain appear to be for relinquishing the mad 
project of subjugating us by arms. 

It was to give conveyance to the letters of the French minister that 
the bearer was at this season dispatched to Martinique ; so that you 
will get further information of our affairs through the general, with 
whose confidence you are so much honored. You will herewith receive 
the second volume of the journals of Congress, but lately published. 
And as it was uncertain whether you bad ever received the first, that 
also is sent; the index at least will be new to you and serviceable. 
We are, sir, etc., 

EL H. Lee. 
James Lovell. 

" MSS. Dep. of State I Sparka' Dip. Rev. Com, 339, 
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A. Lee to Veigennes. " 

Gdaillot, September 28, 1778, 
Sir : I had the honor of your excellency's letter of the 23d. t I should 
not trouble you with au answer, did it not appear to cue necessary to 
show that the blame it imputes to me is by uo means merited. For that 
purpose your excellency will permit me to remind you of what is the 
fact, that I was not present when the conversation relative to M, llolker, 
to which jour excellency refers, passed between you and my colleagues. 
I imagine, too, it arose accidentally, as the intention of conversing ou that 
subject was not communicated to me. 

With regard to the duties, my knowledge of them arose from a trans- 
action of my own as commissioner for Spain, in which ray colleagues 
had uo concern. 1 have always been so sensible of the impropriety of 
one commissioner acting, or being acted with, for the whole, in what 
regards their deputation here, as scrupulously to avoid setting the 
example. Therefore I entirely agree with your excellency that such a 
precedent should never be permitted. 

Ii was not my intention to make any complaint about the duties, 
which were probably imposed lor wise purposes, but to offer my opinion 
to your excellency of what I conceive might be beneficial to that union, 
which my connection and myself have always been most zealous in ad- 
vising, and for the permanency of which it is therefore natural that 1 
should be particulary anxious. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Izard to Adams, f 

Paris, September 28, 1778, 
Sib : I am favored with your letter of 25th, and agree w ith you in 
opinion that there is no necessity of discussing the question respecting 
the commissioners now. Inconveniences might rise from it, aud no val- 
uable purpose be answered that I know of. I agree with you, likewise, 
if the fishery of New England has proved injurious by introducing luxury 
and vanity, it must be the fault of the people rather than of the fishery. 
If the quantity of money which is acquired by the fishery affords au 
argument for the discontinuance of it, I am afraid it may be applied 
with equal propriety against every other industrious means of intro- 
ducing wealth into the State. The passion for ribbons and lace may 
easily be checked by a few wholesome sumptuary laws ; and the mouey 
that has hitherto been employed on those articles will be found very 
useful toward sinking our enormous national debt. This debt, I fear, 
will not be sunk during my life. Till that is done, I do not think that 
any danger to our morals is to be apprehended from our excessive riches. 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Coir., 517. t Nut giveu iibovu. |7 J. Allium*' Works, 00. 
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I should be obliged to you if you would let me know whether you 
think the reasons which were given iu my last letter respecting Hie 
treaties are well founded. I am very willing to communicate my senti- 
ments to you on the other articles, but submit it to you whether it 
would uot'be better that this should be done verbally rather than by 
letter. 

I have the honor to be, with much esteem, your friend and humble 
servant, 

B. Izakd, 



Gardoqui to A. Lee.* 

Maj>rid, September 28, 1778. 
Sir : A severe illness, which almost reduced me to the last, has pre- 
vented my giving yon punctual answers to your favors down to the 
1st instant; but embracing the first moments of my recovery, I have 
to say that I am afraid I did not explain my sentiments clearly in my 
last. The hints given you were purely mine, and as a friend, who 
wishes the best to both, iu order that you might make use of them as 
yon thought proper; and of course I can not say anything about your 
powers aud treaties, being things out of my way, with which it would 
be improper for me to meddle. I wish most heartily that things may be 
accommodated happily for both parties; so I pray consider this as 
such, as I should be sorry that hints given you without either design 
or authority should be thought otherwise, or meet with results of con- 
sequence. 

In this same light, and as a sincere friend, who wishes the best intel- 
ligence between your constituents and this side, I have now to add, that 
the capture of the Swedish ship the Henrim Sofia, Capt. P. Held, 
loaded with Spanish property, and bound from Loudon to Teneriffe, by 
Captain Cunningham, of the Revenge privateer, has occasioned the ut- 
most disgust on this side. 1 would therefore recommend to you not 
only the immediate release of said vessel, but likewise to give the strict- 
est orders to said Cunningham to pay more regard to the territories of 
(his kingdom and to the Spanish flag; for there has been such com- 
plaints about his conduct, that I hear orders have been sent to the sev- 
eral ports to prevent his entry ; besides which, there are rumors that 
he is not properly an American privateer, being manned by French 
adventurers, who, with their commander, have acted contrary to the 
law of nations. 

Some of my friends, with whom I tried to raise a sum for you, desire 
to know the length of time you want it, the interest you will allow, 
aud whether you will pay said interest in tobacco, and at what price it 
will be reckoned iu Bilboa, with all other particulars that may offer to 
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you; so I wish you to let me know, if agreeable, that I may let them 
see it, observing that I judge we may raise a part, though not the two 
millions of livres, which you desired of inc. 1 would also kuow whether 
you will waut the money in Franco or Spain. 

I am, with sincere esteem, your most obedient, humble servant, 

James Gardoqul 



A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs. " 

Paris, September 30, 1778. 
Gentlemen : Since I wrote you the 9th of this month no step has 
been taken either by our enemies or allies of moment enough to advise 
you of, nor has any material event happened in Europe, insomuch that 
times of the profoundest peace could not possibly be more barren. This 
arises from the general reluctance to war, which, though all are prepar- 
ing for, uo one seems to desire. The fate of this campaign with you 
will determine whether we shall have immediate offers of peace or con- 
tinuance of war. If their fleets and armies maintain their ground, or 
gain any advantage, they will continue the war, and wait for something 
iu the chapter of accidents, which is the sole resource of the ministers- 
1 have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Ross, t 

Passy, September 30, 1778. 
Sir : We have received yonr letter of the 22d of September, and take 
this opportunity to say, that we have no authority either to give you 
orders or advice any further than respects the large sum of money 
which the commissioners put iuto your hands some time ago. Of the 
expenditure of this money we have demanded an account, which you 
have refused to give us. With your private concerns we have nothing 
to do. If you have any power derived from the honorable committee 
of Congress, to that committee you must be responsible and look for 
instructions. We can never justify interfering in those affairs, much 
less could we be justified in advancing more money to a gentleman who 
has refused to give us an account of a large sum already intrusted to 
him, not to mention the circumstances of indecency with which that refu- 
sal was accompanied, and with which most of your letters since have 
been filled. We return you the original contract which you enclosed to 
us some time ago. That you may save yourself for the future the 
trouble of writing letters to us, we now assure you that it is our fixed 

<*MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sp^s' Dip. Rev. Corr., 518, 
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determination to have nothing further to do with you, or any affairs 
under your care, until you have laid before us and settled your account 
of the public money you have received from the commissioners, unless 
we have instructions from Congress, which, with the most perfect 
attention, we shall ever observe. 

Wc are, sir, your humble servants, 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 

p. s. — It is proper you should be informed that there appears from 
Mr. Williams' accounts, to have been a further advance made to you 
of twenty thousand livres, for which we likewise expect you will without 
delay account with us. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Vergennea." 

1'assy, October 1, 1778. 

Sir: We have received the letter which your excellency did us the 
honor to write to us on the 27th of last mouth, together with a copy of 
a letter from the minister of the 'marine to your excellency of the 21st 
of the same month. 

Convinced of the propriety of those eclaircissements which his ex- 
cellency demands, we had recourse to our various instructions from 
Congress ; and although we have power and instructions to treat of 
aud conclude treaties with all the European powers to whom no par 
ticular minister has been sent by Congress, yet we can not find that 
our powers extend to conclude treaties with the Barbary States, 

We are, nevertheless, instructed to endeavor to obtain passes for 
vessels of the United States and their subjects from those powers 
through the mediation and influence of his most Christian majesty, 
which we, therefore, request his excellency to endeavor to procure, pro- 
vided he sees no danger in the attempt or material objections to it. 

We have, however, the honor to agree with his excellency in opinion 
that an acknowledgment of the independence of the United States on 
the part of these powers, aud a treaty of commerce between them and 
us, would be beneficial to both, aud a negotiation 1 to that end not un- 
likely to succeed ; because there has been heretofore some trade be- 
tween them and us, in the course of which our people and vessels were 
well received. 

We therefore submit to his excellency 's judgment either to commence 
a negotiation for passes for American vessels immediately, or to wait 
until we can write to Congress and obtain power to treat with those 
states aud conclude treaties of commerce with them, when we shall 
request to commence and conclude the negotiation through the medi- 
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ation ami under the auspices of his majesty. We have the honor tr> 
request his excellency's advice hereupon. 

We address this to your excellency, as wo have done many other 
things, which we suppose may be referred to other departments, be- 
cause, your excellency being the minister for foreign affairs, we have 
understood that we have no right to apply in the first instance to any 
other. But if we have been misinformed and ill-advised in this, and 
there is no impropriety in our making immediate application to other 
ministers upon subjects we know to bo in their departments, wc. re- 
quest your excellency to give us an intimation of it; and for the future 
we will avoid giving unnecessary trouble to your excellency. 

We have the honor to be, with sentiments of most entire respect, 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



Adams to the President of Congress." 

Passy, October 2, 1778. 

Sir : I have the honor to enclose the latest gazettes, by which Con- 
gress will perceive that we have no intelligence from America since the 
departure of the Count d'Estaing from Sandy LTook. Our anxiety is 
very great, but we hope that a few hours will relieve it. In the midst 
of a war in Germany and between France and England there was 
scarcely ever a greater dearth of news in a profound peace. 

Captain McNeil, the bearer of this, makes the most conversation, hav- 
ing taken aud destroyed, I think, thirteen vessels in the course of his 
last cruise, six of which have safely arrived in France ; the others, not 
destroyed, he sent to America. His cruise will prove a great disap- 
pointment to the enemy, having deprived them of a great quantity of 
naval stores upon which they depeuded. 

1 have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, etc., 

John Adams. 



Adams to Izard ' 

Passy, October 2, 1778. 
Sir: I have the pleasure of yours of the 28th, and agree with you in 
sentiment, that if the money which has heretofore been squandered 
upon articles of luxury could for the future be applied to discharge 
our national debt, it would be a great felicity. B tit is it certain that it 
will 2 Will not the national debt itself be the means, at least a tempta- 
tion, to continue, if not increase, the luxury ? It is with great pleasure 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Con-., 563. 
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that I sec you mention sumptuary laws. But is there room to hope 
that our legislatures will pass such laws, or that the people have or 
cau be persuaded to acquire those qualities that are necessary to ex- 
ecute such laws? I wish your answer may be in the affirmative, ami 
that it may be found true in fact and experience. But much prudence 
and delicacy will he necessary, I think, to bring all our countrymen to 
this just way of thinking upon this head. There is such a charm to 
the human heart in elegance, it is so nattering to our self-love to be 
distinguished from the world iu general by extraordinary degrees of 
splendor in dress, in furniture, equipage, buildings, etc., and our coun- 
trymen, by their connection with Europe, are so much infected with the 
habit of this taste and these passions, that I fear it will be a work of 
time and difficulty, if not quite impracticable, to introduce an altera- 
tion ; to which the late condition o( our trade and currency, besides the 
great inequality of fortune and the lale enterprises introduced by pri- 
vateers, ate dangerous enemies. 

You ask my opiniou whether the reasons iu your last letter are well 
founded ? It is observable that the Freueh court were not content 
with the treaty proposed by Congress, which contained all, in my 
opinion, which is contained in the article as it now stands in the treaty 
of the Clh of February. What motive they had for inserting the 
words "indefinite and exclusive" is left to conjecture.* The suspicion 
that they meant more than the treaty proposed by Congress expressed 
arises from a fact, which you remember, viz, that the French at the 
time of the last peace claimed more. I wish to know if there is any 
letter or memorial extant in which such a claim is contained, or whether 
it was only a verbal claim made by their ambassadors. Whether any 
of the magazines of that time mention and discuss any such claim. If 
the fact is incontestable that they made such a claim, it is possible 
that it may he revived under the words " indefinite and exclusive." 
But I hope it will not, and 1 hope it was not intended when these 
words were inserted. Yet I confess I cannot think of any other reason 
for inserting them. The word "indefinite" is not amiss, for it is a 
right of catching fish and drying them on land, which is a right in- 
definite enough. But the word "exclusive" is more mysterious. It 
can not mean that Americans and all other nations shall be "excluded" 
from the same right of fishing and drying on land, between the same 
limits of Bona\ista and Eiche. It would be much easier to suppose 
that the following words, "in that part only, and no other besides 
that," gave rise to the word "exclusive;" that is, that right of fishing 
and drying within those limits, for which we have excluded ourselves 
from all others. I will undertake to show better reasons, or at least as 
good, for this sense of the word " exclusive," as the most subtle inter- 

"Tliis alhidea to a clause iu the toutli article of tUu treaty of amity and commerce 
Ijetwecn France ami tUe United States.— Sparks. 
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prefer of treaties can offer for the other, although I think them both 
untenable. 

My opinion further is this, that as contemporaneous exposition is 
allowed by all writers on the law of nations to be the best interpreter 
of treaties, as well as of all other writings, and as neither the treaty of 
Utrecht nor the treaty of Paris in 17G3 ever received such an interpre- 
tation as you are apprehensive may hereafter be contended for, and as 
the uninterrupted practise has been against sueh a construction, so I think 
that the treaty of Paris of the 6 th of February, 1778, is not justly liable 
to sueh a construction, and that it can not be attempted with any pros- 
pect of success, I agree with you, however, that as we are young 
Slates, and not practised in the art of negotiation, it becomes ns to 
look into all these things with as much caution and exactness as pos- 
sible, and furnish ourselves with the best historical light, and every 
other honest means of securing our rights. For which reason I requested 
your sentiments upon this subject in writing, and continue to desire in 
the same way your observations on other parts of the treaty. Eedueed 
to writing, such things remain in letters and letter books, as well as 
more distinctly in the memory, and the same men or other men may 
recur to them at future opportunities, whereas transient conversations, 
especially among men who have many things to do and to think of, slip 
away and are forgotten. I shall make use of all the prudence I can 
that these letters may not come to the knowledge of improper persons, 
or be used to the disadvantage of our country, or to you or me in our 
present capacity. 
I am, etc., 

JoriN Adams. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Sartine.* 

Pahsy, October 2, 1778, 
Sir : We have the honor of your excellency's letter of yesterday's 
date, requiring ns to give to the Sieur Fagan all the security in our 
power for these vessels to transport the merchandise of France to Eng- 
land. 

We have the honor to acquaint yonr excellency that, we have accord- 
ingly given the Sieur Fagan three different requests, in writing, to all 
commanders of American armed vessels to let the said vessels and car- 
goes pass without molestation, which was all the security that the laws 
of our country have empowered us to give. 

We have the honor to be, with most entire consideration, your ex- 
cellency's most obedient servants, 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 

"1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 3-11. 
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Congress— Invitation to Dr. Price.* 

October 6, 1778. 

A motion was made that the Hon. Benjamin Franklin, Arthur Lee, 
and Joh u Adams, esq., or tiny of them, be ordered forth with to apply to 
Dr. Price, and inform him that it is the desire oF Congress to consider 
him as a citizen of the United States, and to receive his assistance in 
regulating their finances ; that if he shall think it expedient to remove 
with his family to America ami afford such assistance, a generous pro- 
vision shall be made for requiting his services. 

On the question, the yeas and nays heiug required by Mr. Laurens: 

Now Hampshire Mr, Bart let t Ayu. Aye. 

{Mr. S. Adams Ayc.l 
Mr. Hoi ten No. J 

Rbodo Island Mr.Marchant Aye, Aye. 

Connecticut Mr. Sherman No. No. 

New York Mr. Lewis No. No. 

New Jersey Mr. E 1 1 iier .Aye. Aye. 

Pennsylvania ..: \ Mr. Roberdeaa Aye. > 

J I Mr. Clingau Aye. J **# 



Ir. Chase Aye. 

Maryland 1 Mr. Stone Aye. 

I Mr. Henry No. ) y<3 ' 

f Mr. Mai'vie Aye. 

Virginia J & SSL*" & 



Mr. Smith Aye. 

LMr. Griflin Aye. 

North Carolina J Mr. Harnett. Aye. \ 

} Mr. Williams- No. J 

South Carolina j f J r ' f. a " No ' I 

■yo. S 



Mr. Matthews Ay< 

>No. 

rocthy No. } 

So it was resolved in- the affirmative. 



( Mr. Walton No. ) 

Georgia __.-> Mr. Telfair Aye. }l 

( Mr. Langwoctby No. ) 



A. Lee to Adams, t 

Ohillot, October 6, 1778. 

Dear Sir : You have often complained that taking care of the public 
papers, aud having the business of the commission done in your rooms 
was an unequal share of the public burden apportioned to yon. 

Whatever may be my sentiments ou that point, yet to remove, as far 
as I can, with propriety, all cause of discontent, I am willing to appro- 
priate a room in my house for the meeting and deliberations of the com- 
missioners and the custody of the public papers, provided regular hours 
are appointed for those meetings and that business. I will answer for 

•MSS., Dep. of State; printed secret journals ef Congress, the latter being imper- 
fect. 
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the regular arrangement and preservation of the public papers, and 
tUat tlie business of I be public shall always be dispatched before that 
of individuals. 

Should this arrangement bo agreeable to you, and Dr. Franklin con- 
curs, the execution of it will meet with no moment's delay from me. 
1 have the honor to be, with the greatest esteem, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



A. Lee to Gardoqui,* 

Paris, October 6, 1778. 

Sir: I have not had the pleasure of any answer from you to mine of 
the 22d of August. I am afraid that the total silence of your friends 
about taking an open part with us, when all the impediments, which 
you know were stated, are removed, will make bad impressions on the 
minds of my countrymen, and transfer alt their gratitude to those who 
have declared in their favor. And this more especially, as one of the 
English commissioners, Governor Johnstone, had pledged his honor 
publicly to prove that Spain disapproved of, and endeavored to pre- 
vent, the declaration of France in our favor. 

If to stop the effusion of human blood, and all the shocking calami- 
ties attending a war like this, be worthy of a pious prince; if to pre- 
vent the chances of war from having any influence in preventing the dis- 
memberment of the British Empire, and the humiliation of their pride, 
be au object worthy of a political prince; if to drive the English im- 
mediately from America, and receive a portion of her independent com- 
merce, be an advantage to the crown and people of Spain, this is the 
moment for its monarch to decide and enforce those events by an im- 
mediate declaration of our independency and a union of force which 
must be irresistible. 

The last certain accounts from America announce preparations for au 
assault upou Rhode Island on the 16th of August. It was already in- 
vested both by sea and land, and the enemy had been obliged to burn 
several of their vessels, and among the rest one of twenty-six guns. 

The report is that the island is taken, for a confirmation of which 
We wait with much anxiety. The loss of it would deprive the enemy of 
their port for wintering their navy, and oblige them to abandon New 
York. 

I hope to receive good tidings from you soon, and have the honor to 
be, with great esteem, sir, your most obedient servant. 

Arthur Lee. 
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Deaue to the President of Congress," 

Philadelphia, October 7, 1778. 
Sir : In consequence of mydetter of the 24tli ultimo, I had the honor 
of receiving the order of Cougress of the 2Uth, directing me to attend 
on the 29th, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, that day being assigned for 
my being heard. I was at the same time favored with extracts from 
Mr. Izard's letters. t On the 29th I was served with an order of Con- 
gress which postponed my being heard to some future time. On tbe 
3d instant an extract of a letter from the Hon. Arthur Lee, dated 
Paris, June 1, 1778, was given me by order of Congress. I have for 
some time past waited with the greatest impatience for an opportunity 
of being heard before that honorable body, confident that my peculiar 
situation will excuse my impatience. I must, without repeating what 
I have already had the honor of writing to you, once more urge for 
as early an audience as the important business before Congress will 
admit of, 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Saitine to the Commissioners at Paris.) 
[Translation. ] 

Versailles, October 7, 1778. 
Gentlemen: I have had tbe honor to receive your letter of the 26th 
ultimo, in which you support the pretensions of Mr. Izard, minister of 
the United States for Tuscany, who claims the effects captured in the 
English ship the Nile by the Cesar, privateer, from Marseilles. You 
have made a mistake in citing the sixteenth article of the treaty be- 
tween his majesty and the United States; the fourteenth article relates 
particularly to the subject. It contains, however, only tbe usual pro- 
visions of commercial treaties, founded on the law of nations, and 1 
can not see that it applies rigorously to the present ease. Mr. Izard is 
not named in tbe account of the goods of which he demands the res- 
toration. There are, no papers which prove that those articles, shipped 
by an Englishman, addressed to Senior Marti nelli for the Abbe Niccoli, 
are not on account of English subjects. If the Government had the 
decision of the question, without the interference of the court, cer- 
tainly, gentlemen, your assertion and that of Mr. Izard would be of 
very great weight. But his majesty has granted to the captors the 
whole of the property captured ; the board of prizes has adjudged the 
ship Nile a lawful capture by their decree of the 20th ultimo. 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparka' Dip. Rer. Corr., 05. 
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Placed between the prize court, the cap tors, ami the claimant, the 
government can not undertake to decide on this subject; it couhl 
pursue that course only in case the laws were not applicable to tbo 
point in question ; but here the laws are known ; they decide on claims 
for goods shipped before the commencement of hostilities ; and in hav- 
ing recourse to the tribunals, Mr. Izard may expect from them ah the 
justice and favor which the citizens of the United States will always 
experience in France. 

I have the honor, etc, 

De Sartink 



Tha Ambasssdor of Naples to the Commissioners at Paris." 
[Translation,] 

Paris, October 8, 1778. 
Gentlemen: I am persuaded that you already know that the King 
of the Two Sicilies, my master, has ordered the ports of all his domin- 
ions to be kept open to the flag of the United States of America, for 
which reason, to avoid every possible mistake at this time, when the 
seas are covered with the privateers of different nations, and likewise 
with pirates, I request you to inform me of the colors of the llag of the 
United States of America, and likewise of the form of the clearances, 
the better to know the legality of the papers which it is customary to 
present in ports to gain free admission. 
1 have the honor to be, etc., 

The Ambassador of Naples. 



Franklin and Adams to the Ambassador of Naples, t 

Passy, October 9, 1 778. 

Sir: We are this moment honored with your excellency's letter of 
the 8th of this month, and we thank your excelleucy for the informa- 
tion that his majesty the King of the Two Sicilies has ordered the ports 
of his dominions to be open to the llag of tbo United States of America. 
We should be glad to have a copy of bis majesty's edict for that pur- 
pose, in order to communicate it to Congress, who, we are confident, 
will be much pleased with this mark of his majesty's benevolence. 

It is with pleasure that we acquaint your excellency that the flag of 
the United States of America consists of thirteen stripes, alternately 
red, white, and blue; a small square in the upper angle, next the flag- 
staff, is a blue field, with thirteen white stars, denoting a new constel- 
lation. 

*1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 342. 
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Borne of tbe States have vessels of war distinct from tbose of the 
United States. For example, tbe vessels of war of the State of Massa- 
chusetts Bay have sometimes a pine tree; aud those of South Carolina 
a rattlesnake, in tbe middle of the thirteen stripes. Merchant ships 
have often only thirteen stripes, but the flag of tbe United States, 
ordained by Congress, is the thirteen stripes and thirteen stars above 
described. 

The commissions of ships of war belonging to the United States, as 
well as those of privateers, are all signed by the President of Congress 
and countersigned by the secretary. Each State may have a different 
method of clearing vessels outward bound and a different form in the 
papers given, therefore we are not able to give your excellency certain 
information respecting all of them. The Massachusetts Bay has only 
a naval officer in each port, who subscribes a register, a clearance, and 
a pass for the eastle in Boston harbor. 
We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
John Adams. 



Adams to Lee ' 

Passy, October 10, 1778. 

Dear Sir : I have sometimes complained that, having no place ap- 
pointed for the public papers, or any person to keep them in order, was 
an inconvenience and interruption to the public business. I have added 
that, to have the papers in my chamber as they are, in disorder, aud 
several persons going to them at pleasure, taking out some papers and 
removing others, was unequal upon me, as making me in a sort respon- 
sible for the order which I could not preserve, and for papers them - 
selves which I could not secure. Besides that, it occasioned continual 
applications to me alone, and necessitated mo to spend a great part of 
my time in writing orders, notes of hand, copies of letters, passports, 
and twenty other things, which ought at all times be written by our 
clerks, at least as long as it is thought necessary to put the public to 
the expense of keeping so many. 

J have not asked Dr. Franklin's opinion concerning your proposal of 
a room in your house for the papers and an hour to meet there, because 
I know it wonld be in vain ; for I think it would appear to him, as it 
docs to me, more unequal still. It can not be expected that two should 
go to one, when it is as easy again for one to go to two; not to mention 
l>r. Franklin's age, his rank in the commission, or his character in the 
world, nor that nine-tenths of the public letters are constantly brought 
to this house, aud will ever be carried where Dr. Franklin is. I will 
venture to make a proposition in my turn, in which I am very sincere; 
it is that you would join families with us. There is room enough in 

*7 J. Adams' Works, Mi. 
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this house to accommodate us all. You shall take the apartments 
which belong to me at present, and I will content myself with tlie 
library room aud the next to it. Appoint a room for business, any that 
yon please, mine or another, a person to keep those papers, aud certain 
hours to do business. 

Tliis arrangement would save a large sum of money to the public, 
and as it would give us a thousand opportunities of conversing to- 
gether, which we now have not, and, by having but one place for our 
countrymen aud others who Lave occasion to visit us to go to, would 
greatly facilitate the public business; it would remove the reproach we 
lie under, of which I confess myself very much ashamed, of not being 
able to agree together, and will render the commission more respecta- 
ble, if not in itself, yet in tbe eyes of the English nation, the French 
nation, aud, above all, the American nation; and I am sure, if we judge 
by the letters we receive, it wants to be made more respectable, at least 
in the eyes of many persons of the latter. If it is any objection to this 
that we live here at no rent, I will agree with you in insisting on hav- 
ing the rent fixed or leave the house. 

As I suppose, the proposal 1 made of appointing Mr. W. T. Frank- 
lin to take care of the papers occasioned your letter of tbe Gfch instant. 
I can not conclude this answer to it without repeating that proposal. 

This appointment can be but temporary, as a secretary will probably 
arrive from Congress ere long. But in tbe mean time Mr. Franklin, 
who keeps papers in good order aud writes very well, may be of more 
service to us than be is at present. We shall then have a right to call 
upon him to do business, and we shall know what situation he is in and 
what reward be is to have. I agree perfectly with you that an hour 
should be fixed for business, and I beg leave to propose 9 o'clock in 
the morning, to which hour, aud from thence to. any other hour in the 
day you please, I will endeavor to be punctual. If you have any objec- 
tion to this hour you will be SO good as to name another. 

I am, dear sir, with an earnest desire aud a settled determination to 
cultivate a harmony — nay more, a friendship with both my colleagues, 
as far as I can consistent with the public service — and with great 
respect and esteem. 

Your friend and colleague^ 

John Adams. 



Deane to the President of Congress. 

Philadelphia, October 12, 177S. 
Sir : I received your letter of the 7th instant, in which you informed 
me that mine of the same date to you was by Congress ordered to lie 
on the table until the examination of Mr. Carmiehad should be finished. 

"MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Carv., 95, with verbal changes. 
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Though totally unable even to conjecture what relation the examina- 
tion of that gentleman can possibly have to those abusive and injurious 
letters wrote by Mr. Izard and Mr. Lee, yet, as I had so often troubled Con- 
gress during a three months' attendance with iny repeated solicitations to 
be beard, I forbore repeating them until neither my health, my interest, 
nor my houor will permit me much longer to stay in America. I have, 
therefore, taken the liberty of enclosing my answers to the letters of 
those gentlemen. It pains me to be obliged to answer at all; audit 
grieves me exceedingly to be deprived of the opportunity of doing it in 
person, I still hope to be indulged before I leave America. I have 
only further to inform Congress that I shall go into the country to- 
morrow for a few days ; that, having engaged a passage in a ship, which 
will sail for France some time next month, I propose to leave Philadel- 
phia in a few days after I return from the country in order to embark; 
and shall esteem myself honored by Congress, if they have anything 
further in which I may be of service to my country, if they will favor 
me with their commands. 

I have the honor to remain, etc., 

Silas Deane, 



Deane to the President of Congress.* 

Philadelphia, October 12, 1778. 
Sir: In the extracts from the letters of the houorable Mr. Izard 1 
find charges which respect me, supported by his opinions and by what 
lie declares to have heard from the honorable Arthur Lee, who, by his 
own account, is my irreconcilable enemy. I hud also charges against 
the honorable Dr. Franklin and myself jointly, supported on the 
same grouuds, with this difference, that almost every complaint against 
us lies equally against Mr. Lee; and it is worthy of remark, that where 
the charge lies equally against us all, Mr. Izard leaves Mr. Lee wholly 
out, and fixing it solely on Dr. Franklin and myself, proceeds to rep- 
resent the doctor as entirely under ray influence. My situation has, 
through the whole, been peculiarly unfortunate, and in nothing more 
so than in this, that Mr. Izard's letters, wrote as much with the design 
of impeaching Dr. Franklin's conduct as mine, now operates solely 
against me. 

Mr. Izard says iu his letter of the 1st of April; "Tliat if the whole 
world had been searched it would have been impossible to have found a 
person more unfit than I was for the trust with which Congress had 
honored me." It does not become me, and possibly not even Mr. Izard 
himself, to determine on my competency to that trust. I have only 
to observe that both of us were appointed by the authority of Con- 
gress, with this only difference, that I had the honor of being per- 

*MSS, Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 96, witli verbal changeB. 
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sonally known to tlie members who composed tliafc body, and I can 
add with pleasure tbat I always paid respect to Mr. Izard from tbe 
choice they bad made of him, which I doubt not was on good infor- 
mation. I shall feel no uneasiness on my own account tbat Mr. 
Izard's opinions of me remain on the journals of Congress, whilst on 
the same records there will be found that of his most Christian Maj- 
esty, of his minister and secretary of state, and of my venerable 
colleague, revered through Europe as the first of patriots as welJ as 
philosophers which this age has produced. I find but two charges 
which respect me personally. The first is the exercising such, a degree 
of hauteur and presumption as to give oifeuse to every gentleman with 
whom I transacted business. I transacted none with Mr. Izard, and 
therefore must appeal from bis opinion to the business I transacted, 
and the worthy and honorable persons with whom I transacted it, and 
who, from the first of my acquaintauee with them to my leaving the 
kingdom, honored me with their friendship and their confidence. I 
desire it may be remembered tbat when I went abroad, charged with 
the transaction of political and commercial business for Congress in the 
year 1770, that I arrived at Paris as lute in the season as the month of 
July, without funds, uncertain of remittances, without credit, ignorant 
of the language and manners of Prance, and an utter stranger to the 
persons in power and influence at court ; that I had not tbe patronage 
of any person of importance, and had no correspondence or connections 
established in any part of Europe. The news of our misfortunes in 
Canada arrived in France with me, and that of our subsequent misfor- 
tunes immediately after, and was, as usual, exaggerated by the British 
ambassador and his emissaries. lu a word, without remittances or 
even intelligence from Congress, and under all these disagreeable cir- 
cumstances I had to oppose tbe artifice, tbe influence, and the power 
of Great Britain; yet I have the pleasing reflection that before the first 
of December following I procured thirty thousand stand of arms, thirty 
thousand suits of clothes, more than two hundred and fifty pieces of 
brass artillery, tents, and other stores to a large amount, provided the 
ships to transport tbeni, and shipped a great part of them for America. 
Many of these supplies fortunately arrived at tbe commencement of tbe 
last year's operations, and enabled my brave countrymen in some parts 
of America to make a good stand against the enemy, and in the north to 
acquire immortal renown by tbe defeat and surrender of General Bur- 
goyue and bis whole army, an event peculiarly fortuuate in its conse- 
quences, as it accelerated the completion of that alliance to which tbe 
honorable Congress, with every true friend to the Uuited States, have 
given their approbation. That during this short period I had estab- 
lished a very extensive correspondence for the service of my counlry, 
not only in France, but in Holland, at tbe court of Russia, and else- 
where in Europe; and that though the grant of money by the court of 
Versailles was not at this time actually made, I had entered upon tbe 
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negotiation ami laid the foundation for obtaining- it. These facts, with- 
out mentioning others of no less importance, will show what business 
I transacted; and the character given nie by thosa great personages 
with whom I was in my public character connected, will evince the 
degree of reputation in which 1 stood. It is my misfortune that Mr. 
Izard was of a different opinion. 

The second charge is, that Mr. Arthur Lee had assured him that his 
dispatches to Congress, and even one of his private letters had been 
opened by me. I am surprised Mr. Arthur Lee never intimated this to 
me, and that he should communicate it to Mr. Izard, to be reported in 
this manner. I think it, however, sufficient for me to say here what I 
shall say elsewhere, and on all occasions, that this is a groundless cal- 
umny, which I should not have expected even from an enemy, at least 
not from a candid or generous one. 

Mr. Izard complains that Dr. Franklin and myself concealed from 
him, or attempted to conceal, the opportunities of writing to Amer- 
ica, as well as the intelligence received from thence. In reply to this 
it need only be observed that no packets or letters were sent by the 
commissioners to America and to Congress without the knowledge or 
consent of Mr. Arthur Lee, and no intelligence received to which he 
was not privy. That he was often with Mr. Izard, and therefore it was 
naturally to be supposed would give him every necessary information; 
if Mr. Lee did not acquaint Mr. Izard, he is at least equally culpable 
with us, and if he did, there is no ground for the complaint. It is true 
that neither Dr. Franklin nor myself considered ourselves at liberty to 
com inutiicate the treaty or its contents until the consent of the court 
should be had ; we considered ourselves in the same situation as to the 
appointment of Monsieur Gerard and the sailing of the Toulon fleet, 
Mr. Izard appears, however, to have been well informed of the former, 
at least, and that very early, and of the latter on the day of our leaving 
Paris. Mr, Arthur Lee knew of it some time before, as he wrote many 
letters by his excellency Monsieur Gerard. In justice, therefore, the 
complaint ought not to have been made solely against Dr. Franklin and 
Mr. Deane, and particularly against the latter. 

Mr. Izard represents that there were dissensions and misunderstand- 
ings between the commissioners at Paris. It is true. He is of opinion 
that the interests of the public suffered by it, but in this he is mistaken, 
as the treaty itself and all our other public transactions will demon- 
strate. Mr. Izard is of opinion that France might have been brought 
to have taken an active part much earlier. If circumstances not in our 
lio wer had taken place earlier, they possibly might ; but even in that 
case they would have done it under great disadvantages, as is evident 
from the representation I made to Congress when I had the honor of 
being heard on the 19th of August last. As the eleventh and twelfth 
articles of the treaty are complained of, and as this subject immediately 
interests the public, I have drawn up a concise narration of the whole 
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of that transaction, and have communicated it to his excellency Mon- 
sieur Gerard, who agrees to the truth of every part thereof which has 
come to his knowledge. This I beg leave to present to Congress, as it 
will show that Mr. Izard had not the best information, and that neither 
Dr. Franklin nor myself (though "born in Hew England") procured 
the insertion of those articles ; it will further show that the court of 
France never urged it, but, on the contrary, left us perfectly free to 
have them both inserted or both omitted. It will also appear that Mr. 
Lee himself wrote and signed the letter, desiring they might be inserted, 
and that he afterwards had a private conference with Monsieur Gerard 
on the subject and appeared perfectly satisfied. If any doubts arise 
on this subject, I shall be happy to refer for satisfaction on that head 
to Monsieur Gerard, and also for what passed between Mr. Lee and 
himself on the occasion, as well as for the pretended verbal promise 
that the article should be expunged if objected to by Congress. I have 
signed that narration, and shall sigu these observations, in which I 
have avoided taking those advantages of Mr. Izard which the passion- 
ate and partial complexion of his letters has given roe, were 1 dis- 
posed to make use of them ; because I conceive it to be an abuse, if not 
an insnlt, to trouble Congress with anything merely persona!, though I 
have provocation sufficient to justify me in the eyes of the world, and 
am by no means deficient in materials. 

I recollect perfectly well the interview at Passy with Mr. William 
Lee, at which Mr. Izard was present, but I do not remember that any 
such letter as he describes was either desired or refused. I rather think 
that Mr. Izard misunderstood Dr. Franklin at the "time, or that his 
memory has deceived him. The facts are these: The late Mr. Thomas 
Morris had a commission to act as commercial agent ; his commission 
was entirely distinct from, and independent of, the commissioners ; he 
at least construed it so himself from the beginning. We were very 
early informed of his irregularities and admonished him, and advertised 
Congress of them. As we could get no account of the disposition of the 
prizes brought into France, and theexpenseof repairing and equipping 
the vessels of war fell on the commissioners, Dr. Franklin and myself 
(Mr, A. Lee being then at Berlin) deputed Mr. Williams to take the 
care of the prizes into his own hands, and ordered the captains to ac- 
count with him. Ou Mr, William Lee's arrival at Nantes he joined 
with Mr. Morris in writing a severe letter to the commissioners on what 
they had done, in which they complained that the office or department 
of commercial agent was broken in upon, and that we had no power over 
it. Dr. Franklin, at the desire of Mr. A. Lee and myself, prepared an an- 
swer, in which the reason of our orders was given, and Mr. Morris' 
conduct urged as our principal motive, but that as he, Mr. William Lee, 
was there, we would recall our commission from Mr. Williams. Mr. 
Arthur Lee would not agree to the form of the letter, and after much 
dispute upon it a second was written, when Mr. Arthur Lee observed 
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that his brother was coming to Paris soon to receive his commission for 
Vienna and Berlin, and as tb ere were then no prizes in port or expected, 
the matter might rest. This was the reason why Mr. W- Lee's letters 
were not answered. He came to Paris soon after, and represented the 
confused state in which affairs were at Nantes, and urged the interpo- 
sition of the commissioners to put the whole agency hi to his bands. 
The situation of Mr. William Lee at thattime was precisely this : Do bad 
never received any commission, either from Congress or their committee, 
for the commercial agency, whilst Mr. Thomas Morris was, aud had 
been, in the possession of a commission and in the exercise of tbe 
agency. 

Congress had made Mr. William Lee their commissioner to the courts 
of Vienna and Eerliu, each of which places is at least a thousand miles 
from the scenes of our commerce, without saying anything about bis 
former appointment, from which it was natural to suppose his former 
appointment had been considered as superseded by the new. We bud 
received intelligence that the information we had given of Mr. Morris' 
conduct had been received and read in Congress, aud that Congress, not- 
withstanding, chose to continue hi in in this situation. Wo thought 
it was very extraordinary that we should be applied to to interfere where 
Congress, knowing the facts, bad declined to interfere, and still more 
so that we should he requested to put (what indeed was not in our 
power) the commercial agency into the hands of a gentleman who must 
execute it by deputies, hi mself at a distance too great either to see or 
correct the abuses that might be practised. The letter referred to by 
Mr, Izard was a letter to this purpose, and 1 remember well (for I 
avoided bearing any considerable part in the conversation) Dr. Frank- 
lin's reply, which was to this purpose, that Congress, by disregarding 
the information we had given, and continuing Mr. Morris, had impliedly 
censured onr conduct. That Mr. Morris bad treated ns ill personally 
for what we had done, and that Mr, William Lee ought to remember 
that he had himself, Jointly with Mr, Morris, complained of our inter* 
fering, as he thought, in that department; and therefore he did not 
incline to subject himself to any further censures, or, as he expressed 
it, " raps over tbe knuckles," for meddling iu the alfair. We were, in- 
deed, as much surprised as Mr. Tzard appears to have been on the 
occasion, but our surprise arose from another cause j it was to find Mr, 
William Lee desirous of holding such a plurality of appointments, in 
their own nature incompatible with each other, and impossible to have 
been executed by the same person. But as one of the places was sup- 
posed to be a lucrative one, the subject was too delicate to he touched 
on by us. 

Mr. Izard says that Mr. William Lee complained that parties had 
been excited against him at Nantes; and that, so far from having been 
supported by the commissioners in the execution of his duty, these gen- 
tlemen had as much as possible contributed to perplex him in the dis- 
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charge of it ; that he had frequently written, etc. His letters have been 
taken notice of already and the reason mentioned why they were not 
answered. The rest of this complaint is, as far as I know anything 
about the matter, totally groundless. It must appear so to every one 
acquainted with the following particulars : Mr. William Lee never had 
a commission to the commercial agency though he is now executing it 
by his agents. Mr. Lee's caution was such that he never even answered 
my letters to him in February or March, informing him that Mr. Bobcrt 
Morris had written to me that he was appointed ; nor did I learn any- 
thing from him of his intentions until he arrived at Paris the summer 
following, where also he acted with the greatest caution, while he 
waited the return of his brother from Berlin. Before and after his be- 
ing at Nantes he went so far as even to desire Mr, Williams and others 
at Paris and Nantes not to let it be known that he had anything to do 
in American affairs, as he said it would greatly prejudice his inter- 
est in Loudon ; and so far was he from ever executing, or publicly at- 
tempting to execute, that agency until after the news of General Bur- 
goyne's defeat bad arrived in France, that he did nothing that ever I 
heard of which could have prevented his returning to the exercise of 
his aldermanship in London. 

Mr. Izard is pleased to say that " to let Mous. Gerard go away with- 
out giving him the least intimation of it was a very high insult to Con- 
gress." It was not in our power to permit or prevent Mous. Gerard's 
going away ; and if we did not, circumstanced as we then were, think 
ourselves authorized to communicate it to Mr. Izard, I cau not conceive 
this to be a high insult to Congress ; certain it is we meant no such 
thing; we meant to serve, not insult, that honorable body. " The ob- 
ject," he says, " of these gentlemen is to have Mr. Deane come back in 
a public character, if not to France, perhaps to Holland, or some other 
part of Europe, and therefore they are afraid of having reasons given 
why this should not be the ease." And he adds, " I am of opinion that 
he is upon every accouut an improper person to be employed by Con- 
gress." I have already appealed from this gentleman's opinions, so I 
shall say nothing further about them. His reasons, if he offers any, are 
to he judged of by Congress. I find, however, he had more apprehen- 
sions than reasons in this part of his letter. His apprehensions as well 
as opinions were, in part at least, groundless. He was apprehensive 
lest my venerable colleague would solicit some appointment for me. I 
do not learu that he has done it. I never desired or expected that he 
would, Mr. Izard, 1 presume, knew that I had a very extensive cor- 
respondence with gentlemen of the mercantile and moneyed interest and 
character in Europe, but particularly in Holland, where I had long be- 
fore been preparing the minds of such men in favor of a loan. He knew 
that there was not merely a correspondence, but a strict personal friend- 
ship subsisting between certain gentlemen in Amsterdam and at The 
Hague and myself, aud thatl had proposed to go there on the subject of 
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the loan as well as for other purposes. I presume also he knew that the 
French ambassador in Holland, the Duke tie Vauguj son [sic], who spent 
last winter in Paris, honored me with his acquiautance ; ami, with all the 
politeness, as well as zeal, for the interest of the United States of North 
America, which make part of that nobleman's character, urged me to 
go there, assuring mo of every personal service and civility which should 
be in his power. My recall prevented the execution of the plan; and 
Mr. Izard doubtless apprehended that I should solicit lor the appoint- 
ment. His apprehension was groundless. The honorable Congress 
knows that I have not solicited for any appointment. My life and for- 
tune, with what abilities I am blessed with, have been from the first, and 
will ever be, devoted to the service of my country, who are most certainly 
the best judges in what department they can be most useful, or if tbey cau 
be of any use at all ; and to their judgment I most cheerfully submit. 
I have the honor to be, with most respectful attachment, etc.,* 

Silas Deane. 



Deane to the President of Congress. t 

Philadelphia, October 12, 1778. 
Sir : I beg leave to lay before Congress a few observations on the ex- 
tracts from Mr. Arthur Lee's letter, dated Paris, June 1, 1778, read 
in Congress the 3d instant, which was ordered to be communicated to 
me. Mr. Lec begins by saying that " M. Monthieu's papers were sent 
to show you the demands that are made upon us and the grounds of 
them. You will see that they are accounts which Mr. Deane ought to 
have settled." 

Not having seen the accounts or papers said to have been sent, lean 
only reply generally by informing Congress that I contracted with M. 
Monthieu (nearly at the time that I contracted with Mons. Ueaninar* 
ehais for the stores) to procure ships to transport them over to 
America4 The rate, I was told in Paris and elsewhere, was as low as 
could be then procured in France ; it has risen since that time. The 
ships were to have been dispatched in a reasonable time to and 
from America. Mons. Beaumarchais was my surety. The difficulty 
met with in getting away the stores was such that the last of the ships 
did not sail from Marseilles until in September, 1777. The delay of 
near twelve months of some of them in France, and an uncommon 
delay of all of them, occasioned by repeated counter orders and fresh 
obstacles rising in the way of embarking those stores, as well as the 
unexpected detention of those ships in America — as, for instance, of the 

"As to action of Congress in Deane's case, seo Sept. 18, 22, Oct. It, Dee. 7, 22, 31, 
1778; June 10, Aug. 16, 1779. 
t MSS. Den. of State; I Sparks' Dip. Rev. Con., 103, with verbal changes, 
t See the articles of agreement for this purpose, dated 15th October, 1776, mpra. 
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Amphitrite, from April until 1 lie October following, with tbe capture of 
one of them — were ci re a instances unforeseen and unexpected at tin; time 
of making- the contract, anil entitled M. Monthieu to an equitable con- 
sideration over and above the freight stipulated. Before the last ship 
sailed, therefore, M. Monthieu insisted that some mode for a settlement 
should be agreed upon, on which Dr Franklin and myself agreed 
with him to submit the whole to Mons. Cbaumont, The submission 
was made ami signed. M. Monthieu, on his return from Marseilles 
(to which place he went immediately to embark and send off the remain- 
der of the stores) urged M. Cbaumont to undertake it. I did the same. 
He declined, telling me that he found Mr. Lee of so jealous and unquiet 
a disposition, and so much disposed to abuse every one that he had any 
coucerus with, that he had well-nigh resolved never to have anything 
more to do with the commissioners while he was one of them ; but as 
M. Monthieu had other concerns with the commissioners, he thought it 
best to settle the whole at once ; and when the whole was ready for set- 
tlement, if Mr, Lee would then desire him to undertake it, he would do 
it as well to oblige us as M, Monthieu, for whom he had a regard. This 
put off tbe settlement for the time. 

Mr. Lee proceeds to say, " It is this sort of neglect and studied eon- 
fusion that has prevented Mr, Adams aud myself, after a tedious ex- 
amination of the papers left with Dr Franklin, from getting any 
satisfaction as to the expenditures of the public uiouey. All we can 
find is, that millions have been expended, aud almost everything re- 
mains to be paid for." 

I am not surprised at anything of this kind from Mr. Lee, nor that 
Mr, John Adams has not joined with him in this letter, though I dare 
say that gentleman knows his duty, and has doue it, as well to the pub- 
lic as to me. After premising that Mr, Lee had in his hands the ac- 
counts of all the moneys received and paid out on the public account, I 
will lay before Congress the facts which he had before him when he wrote 
this letter, after which Congress will be able to judge whether Mr. Lee 
had any grounds for his representing me as a public defaulter for mil- 
lions. It is certain that Mr, Lee kuew that the total amount of moneys 
received by the commissioners to the time of my leaving Paris amounted 
to 3,753,250 livres; and that the balance due Mr. Grand the 27lh 
March was 293,738.17, aud that the whole expenditures to that day 
consequently were 4,040,988.17 livres, . 

In the next place, it will appear that by much the greater part of this 
was actually expended and paid out by and with Mr. Lee's consent aud 
orders at the time; the whole was well known to him, as he had, from 
lime to time, access to Mr. Grand's books, aud Mr. Grand delivered him 
copies thereof up to the 27th of March last, by which he had before 
him an account of every payment that had been made, and I sent him 
in writing an explanation of every payment that had been made in his 
absence, or which had not been made by his written order. 

49 WH— VOL, II 
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The accounts of the particular articles in detail not being here, I am 
unable to explain every charge iu Mr. Grand's account. It is sufficient 
that Mr. Grand's account shows that the nature of nearly the whole of 
the expenditures was perfectly well known to Mr. Lee when he wrote 
the above account of millions expended and represented he knew not 
how. To show this, I have stated Mr. Grand's account in a shorter 
compass than what it was before, and have brought the different pay- 
ments for particular objects, made to different people, into one view, as 
will be seen in the annexed statement or explanation of Mr, Grand's 
account, 

I have no design, in answering this part of Mr. Lee's letter, to go fur- 
ther into the accounts than to show demonstratively that nothing can 
be more groundless and unjust than for him to represent that millions 
had been profusely expended, and as if he knew not in what manner 
or to what purpose. The amount of expenditures, until the time of my 
leaviug Paris, was 4,04G,9SS,17 livres, and it appears, as well from the 
nature of the account as from the knowledge Mr. Lee had of the trans- 
actions, that he knew generally of the payment of every livre and to 
whom it had been made, having the accounts and the explanation of 
them in his hands up to t be very day I set out from Paris. The particu- 
lar application, indeed, of every part could not be known until the several 
accounts should be given in. Mr. Lee himself signed the orders for 
much the greater part of the moneys to Mr. Williams aud the other 
principal payments, and was well informed of the business which he (Mr. 
Williams) was executing. By this stating of the account it will appear 
that the commissioners, for their private expenses, from December, 177C, 
to 27th March, 1778, for the support and relief of Americans escaping 
from prison in England, for the payment of Mons, Dumas, agent in Hol- 
land, the sending of expresses, the purchase of a large quantity of shoes, 
which were sent to Nantes to be shipped for America, and for several 
less disbursements, had of Mr. Grand only the sum of 244,285 livres, 
equal to the sum of £10,261 10s sterling, which is of itself a demonstra- 
tion that there was no misapplication of the public moneys, since Mr. 
Lee has written that he could not live under £3,000 sterling per annum 
himself. Whether or not extravagant prices were given for any of the 
articles purchased will be an after consideration. 

Mr. Arthur Lee says " that almost everything still remains to be paid 
for." 

I really know not what he means. Things once paid for are not to 
be paid for a second time, and the payments stated above are proved 
by Mr. Grand's accounts to have been bona fide made. " Bargains," he 
Says, "of the most extravagant kind have been made with this Mons. 
Monthieu and others; " and then he proceeds to give an example. As 
to the bargains 1 was concerned in with this man, and with every other 
person, I totally deny the fact, and the example given is but a mere 
pretense. I am so confident of the contrary, that I will most cheer- 
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fully take every bargain made by me, or with my consent, in Europe, 
the contract with the Farmers General excepted (which was partly po- 
litical at the time), on myself, and will be bound to abide the profit or 
loss, leaving them to be judged of by the ablest merchants in Europe. 
Mr. Lee informs us of 100,000 livres given to Mr. Hodge, and that the 
privateer or vessel he bought cost about £3,000, or 72,000 livres, and 
adds "for what purpose the surplus was given to Mr. Hodge, how the 
public came to pay for her refitting, and at length the vessel and her prize 
money made over to Mr. Ross and Mr. Hodge, without a farthing being 
brought to public account, rests with Mr. Deane or Mr. Hodge to ex- 
plain;" and in a few lines further he says, "you will see my name is 
not to the contracts but he forgets to add that he was at Berlin when 
they were made. What I have already observed upon in Mr. Lee's let- 
ter, and what I propose to notice, confirms me in the opinion which Dr. 
Franklin and some others have for some time had of him, that, from a 
long indulgence of his jealous and suspicious disposition and habits of 
mind, he is at last arrived on the very borders of insanity, and that at 
times he even passes the line ; aud it gives me pleasure, though it is 
but a melancholy one, that I can attribute to the misfortunes of his 
head what I must otherwise place to a depravity of heart. 

Mr. Hodge went to Dunkirk by order of the commissioners. They 
sent him in cousequence of orders from thesecret committee. He pur- 
chased and fitted out two vessels, a fact, though forgotten by Mr. Lee, 
known to everyone at the time. From what that brave and virtuous 
young American did and suffered on the occasion it was the common 
topic of conversation everywhere; it raised insurance in England 10 
per cent, for a time. Mr. Hodge, to appease the British ambassador, 
was sent to the Bastile, and Cunningham, making his cruise round 
Eugland and Ireland, put into Spain without prize money equal to the 
repairs he wanted. Mr. Hodge was released from his imprisonment, 
aud one of the first things he did was to give Mr. Lee the account of 
his whole disbursements in writing. Mr. Hodge had taken a small inter- 
est in the adventure fiom the first, and proposed following Cunningham 
into Spain by land and making a cruise with hi in. He proposed that 
Mr. Boss and he should purchaso the vessel; but as a price could not 
easily be agreed upon, they proposed to take the vessel as she was, and 
do the best with her against the common enemy, and to accouut to Con- 
gress therefor. Mr. Boss desired that such an agreement should be 
signed by the commissioners for his security. I know not that it was 
ever done. I have only to add on this subject, that all the moneys 
received by Mr. Hod go amounted to 92,729 livres 18.3 iu the whole, aud 
that Mr. Hodge rendered us other services besides equipping these two 
vessels. 

Speaking of the contracts, he says, B they were in fact concealed from 
me with the utmost care, as was every other means of my knowing how 
these affairs were conducted." 
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I have, in reply, to relate the following facts, which are easy to be 
ascertained: Mr.' Lee, 011 his return from Berlin, was made acquainted 
with the contracts; Messrs. Holker (now in Boston), Sabbatier, and 
Desprez repeatedly conferred with Mr. Lee on the subject iu my 
presence, and when they brought in their accounts Mr. Lee assisted 
iu adjusting them, and signed with us the orders for the payment, 
as Mr. Grand's account and the orders and accounts themselves will 
show. It is true, the execution of M. Monthieu's contract was not 
completed when I left Paris, and therefore his accounts could not be 
settled. Mr. Williams had the oversight of repairing the arms iu the 
magazine at Sautes; he settled his accounts with bis workmen montbly ; 
he had a frigate fitting out for the commissioners, teu thousand suits 
of clothes making up, a number of shirts, shoes, etc., together with the 
cbarge of all the stores the commissioners were sending to Nantes to 
be shipped. Montbly accounts were not to be expected in reason from 
a man in such a situation; it could not be done if promised, aud Mr. 
Williams is a gentleman of too much probity as well as knowledge in 
business to promise what he can not perform. It is not enough to say 
that no man iu France enjoys a better character for strict honor ami 
probity, both at court and in the city, than Mous. Cbaumout. Justice 
must add, tbero is no man enjoys it perhaps so universally through the 
kingdom, among the merchants, the fanners or husbandmen, aud me- 
chanics, in all which branches of business he is constantly speculating. 
This man is the friend of Dr. Franklin; I have the pleasure of know- 
ing him to be mine, aud what is more, the friend of my country on all 
and in the most trying occasions. I do not wonder that Mr, Lee should 
appear jealous of this gentleman, as well as of everybody else, a select 
few excepted, aud very few indeed are those who escape his jealous 
suspicious either iu Europe or America. It is a melancholy truth, but 
justice to the public requires my declaring it, that I never knew Mr. 
Lee, from bis first coming to Paris, satisfied with any one person he did 
business witb, whether of a public or private nature, and his dealings, 
whether for trifles or for things of importance, almost constantly ended 
in a dispute, sometimes iu litigious quarrels. 

Mr. Lee lived some time iu M. Gbauinont's house. M. Cbaumout 
knew him perfectly well, and was not reserved in speaking his opinion 
of bim. I am sorry to be thus lengthy on so disagreeable a subject, a 
subject which I cautiously waived entering on in my narration to 
Congress, not choosing to trouble them with matters whieb they might 
deem of a personal nature. I am grieved to have been forced on it at all, 
and hope never to be obliged to resume it; and as iu commercial trans- 
actions there are but two sides to an account, and everything goes to 
the debt or credit, the folio for profit or loss, so I must solicit that Dr. 
Franklin and the honorable Mr. Adams may be directed to see the set- 
tlement of all those accounts immediately on my return to Paris; anil 
as there has been a cbarge made by Mr. Lee of profusion , of extrava* 
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gant contracts, and the like, that those gentlemen be authorized to sub- 
mit the accounts, with every allegation of the kind, to the adjustment 
and determination of gentlemen of ability and character on the spot, 
and that orders may be given, that whatever sum may be found due 
from the commissioners may by them be instantly paid into the bauds 
of the banker for Congress, and that, in like manner, said banker may 
be ordered to pay whatever may be the balance to the person in whose 
favor the same shall be found. By this meaus the truth will be dem- 
onstrated and justice done, which is all I have ever wished for. Hav- 
ing forgot to mention it in its place, I must be permitted to add 
here that the first vessel purchased ami fitted out by Mr. Hodge was, on 
the return and imprisonment of Cunningham, detained by order from 
court, and a second purchased, in which Cunningham went on his sec- 
ond cruise. The first was put up for sale at Dunkirk, but not disposed 
of when I left Paris ; at least I had not beard of it. 
I have the honor to be, with the most respectful attachment, etc., 

Silas Deane. 

P. S. — I have mention eel money paid Mons. Dumas as part of the 
aggregate sum of 244,285 livres 13s. lOtf. There will be found the sum 
of 4,351 livres 5s. M. paid by Messrs. Horneca Fitzean & Co. to Mons. 
Dumas, and for other expenses. I fear on a review that the brevity 1 
aimed at may cause some mistake. It is therefore proper to observe that 
but a part of this sum was paid to Mons. Dumas, a part being for other 
disbursements, independent of which sum the commissioners made other 
remittances to Mous. Dumas. 



Mr. Deane's Observations on Mr. Arthur Lee's Letter of June 1st, 1778,* 

Mr. Leo, in Ins letter of the 1st June, on which I have made observa- 
tions, having insinuated many things to the disadvantage of Dr. Frank- 
lin's character, as well as to that of Mous. Chaumontaud my own; and 
Mr. Izard in those letters the extracts from which I was favored with by 
order of Congress having gone even beyond Mr. Lee, and since in his 
letter of the 28th of June last, speaking of Dr. Franklin and myself, he 
says : 

"There is very little reason to think that any objections, however 
well founded, would have made any impression on the interested views 
of one or the haughtiness or self-sufficiency of the other." 
Afterwards, in the same letter, speaking of Dr. Franklin, he says: 
"Ilis abilities are great and his reputation high. Removed as he is to 
so considerable a distance from the observation of his constituents, if 
he is not guided by principles of virtue and honor those abilities and 
that reputation may produce the most mischievous effects. In my con- 



*1 Spark's Din. Rev. Curr, HO. 
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science I declare to you that I believe hi in under no such internal re- 
straints, and God knows that I speak the real unprejudiced sentiments 
of my heart." 

Gratitude as well as justice to that truly great man, to whose friend- 
ship and counsel 1 owe much, oblige me to say on this" occasion that I 
not only believe, but know, that this is, to say no more of it, directly 
the reverse of the character which Dr. Tranklin has ever sustained, and 
which he now most eminently supports. It gives me pleasure to reflect 
on the honors and respect universally paid him by all orders of people 
in France, and never did I enjoy greater satisfaction than in being the 
spectator of the public honors often paid him. A celebrated cause 
being to be heard before the parliament of Paris, and the liouse and 
streets leading to it crowded with people, on the appearance of Dr. 
Franklin way was made for him in the most respectful manner, and he 
passed through the crowd to the seat reserved for him amid the accla- 
mations of the people; an honor seldom paid to their first princes of the 
blood. When he attended the operas and plays similar honors were 
paid him, and I confess I felt a joy and pride which were pure and hon- 
est, though not disinterested, for I considered it an honor to he known to 
be an American and his friend. What were tbe sensations of the writers 
of these letters on such occasions I leave their letters and conduct to- 
wards him to.spoak, and I can not now express the indignation and grief 
I feel at finding such a character represented as the worst that human 
depravity is capable of exhibiting, and that such a representation 
should be made by au American in a public character. 

In the course of my narrative I mentioned Mr. Williams' accounts 
as being finally settled. I drew my conclusion from his letter to me of 
the22d of July last, read in Congress. I find the accounts are not 
finally closed, though Dr. Franklin and Mr. Adams have ordered him 
the payment. Mr. W T illiaras informs me he has wrote to Congress and 
sent his accounts; the accounts themselves will show that I have not, 
or ever had, any private or personal interest in his transactions ; at the 
same time, I beg leave to interest myself in what affects this gentle- 
man, because I think I know him to have been a most faithful and use- 
ful servant of the public, and every way deserving of the character 
given him by Dr. Franklin and Mr. Adams; and as Dr. Franklin, from 
being his uncle, feels a delicacy in writing so fully about him, I there- 
fore pray that this gentleman's accounts may be put into a train for 
being closed. 

1 recollect that Mr. Lee has mentioned Count Lanragais in his corre- 
spondence with Mons. Beaumarchais, and am informed that this gentle- 
man has in his letters been referred to. Count Lauragais is a noble- 
man, who was born to an immense fortune, the chief of which he has 
long since dissipated in a wild, and I may say in such au eccentric, 
course of life as hardly has a parallel in France. He has set up, at 
times, for a philosopher, a wit, a poet; then as suddenly flew off, and 
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engaged iu building, planting, or politics; lie was one month for engag- 
ing in trade, the next a country gentleman on bis farm, the third blaz- 
ing in the beau monde at Paris; and France being insufficient to afford 
a variety of scenes sufficient to equal the restlessness of his genius, lie 
has constantly been shifting them from Paris to Loudon and from 
London to Paris. Iu Loudon he set up for a patriot, and engaged seri- 
ously in the disputes and parties of the day, and what was very diverting, 
sat down for a few weeks to study the laws of England, in order to con- 
fute Blackstoue. His rank, to which his birth entitles him, gives him 
admittance to court, and the extravagancy of bis wife and humor series 
to divert and please men in high office, and he consequently, at times, 
fancies himself iu their secrets. This gentleman knew Mr. Lee in Lou- 
don before I arrived in France, and was afterwards often with him at 
Paris. His character was given me soon after my arrival, and I was 
put on my guard and warned by the minister, not that he supposed him 
to have designs unfriendly either to France or America, but ou account 
of bis imprudence, aud of his being frequently in Loudon, and with 
thosein the opposition in England, of whom the court of France were more 
jealous and against whom they were equally on their guard as with the 
British ministry themselves. As this nobleman's name may be made 
use of, lean not dispense with touching lightly on the outlines of a 
character extremely well known in France and England, aud to which 
some gentlemen in America are no strangers. 

I have mentioned the first and principal contract having beeu made 
for clothing with Mr. Bolter, now agent for France in America. This 
gentleman was then one of the inspectors- general of the manufactures 
of France, aud knowiug perfectly well the price and quality of cloth iu 
every part of the kingdom, he undertook, at the request of our mutual 
friend Mous. Ohanmont, to put us in the way of being supplied at the 
cheapest rates, aud, by joining himself iu the written contract, induced 
his friends, Messrs. Sabbatier fils and Desprez to engage, which they 
did. They purchased the cloth at the manufactories at the first cost, 
procured it to be made up at the cheapest rate, aud the clothes to be 
transported to Nantes, charging only the prime coston everything, and 
two per cent, commissions for their trouble. Mr. Holker, after having 
engaged these men, whose house is a capital one in Paris, and who, from 
their having for some time supplied a great part of the clothes to the 
armies of France, were well acquainted with business of that kind, took 
no further part in the affair but that of examining the work and ac- 
counts, to see that everything was performed iu the best and cheap- 
est manner. In this I assisted him. I went with him to the workmen, 
and examined the cloth, the fashion, and the ecouomy practiced in the 
work, from which I will venture to assert that clothes of equal goodness 
could not be made cheaper, if so cheap, by any other method in France. 

Mr. Holker and the other gentleman, as I have already observed, 
saw Mr. Arthur Lee several times on this subject, until they become so 
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disgusted with a man who found fault with everything without stepping 
out of bis door to examine anything, that they declined having any- 
thing further to say to him. When their accounts were ready to he 
settled I examined them, struck the balance, and Mr. Arthur Let; joined 
with Dr. Franklin ami myself in signing drafts on Mr. Grand tor the 
money. The bills were drawn in favor of Messrs. Sabbatier and Des- 
prez solely, Mr. Holker taking no share in the commission, but gener- 
ously gave in the time he had spent in the affair, though it had heeu 
considerable. This gentleman is now in Philadelphia, ami, if necessary, 
may be applied to respecting what 1 have said on this subject. His 
character, as well as that of his worthy father, is well known in France, 
where they are jointly inspectors of the manufactures of that kingdom, 
and on every occasion they exerted themselves to serve this country; a 
testimony due to them from me when I am called on to mention them 
publicly. The instances they gave me personally of the most disinter- 
ested friendship ami attachment I shall never forget. 

I can but return to Mr. Williams. This gentleman, after stating all his 
accounts iu the fairest and most explicit order, attended near ten weeks 
at Passy for a settlement. Dr. Franklin ami Mr. Adams, as has before 
been related, so far approved of them as to order his balance, or nearly 
the whole of it, to be paid him, and gave him a letter certifying him of 
their full persuasion of his ability and integrity, and that he had done 
good services. Yet such was the disposition of Mr, Lee towards him, 
that he could by no means get them passed. Impatient aud wearied out 
with the captious, insulting mauuer ia which he was treated by Mr. Lee, 
aud which nothing but his official character protected him iu, Mr, 
Williams engaged a gentleman from Boston, Mr. Cutler, to copy off all 
his accounts and compare them wi th theorigiual vouchers, and to make 
a voyage to America to lay them before Congress. This gentleman 
arrived a few days since, and having made the voyage and journey on 
this purpose only, I take the liberty to entreat Congress, in behalf of 
my absent frieud and their faithful servant, that those accounts may be 
examined, that Mr. Cutler may be heard, if necessary, to explain them, 
aud Mr. Williams relieved from the embarrassments of Mr. Lee, whose 
disposition does not appear to be mended since I left Paris, but, if pos- 
sible, greatly increased for dispute aud for the most vexatious alterca- 
tion. 

Could I take any pleasure on so disagreeable a subject, and one which 
throws the affairs as well as reputation of these States into confusion 
and disgrace, it would be to find thar, the universal testimony of all 
who know the situation of onr affairs in France confirms what I have, 
in duty and justice to these States, becu obliged to lay before Congress. 
Mr. Lee's nephew, a son of the honorable Kichard Ilenry Lee, is in the 
house of Mons. Scbweighauser, at Nantes, as a clerk or as a partner ; 
I am informed the latter. Commercial affairs and the disposition of 
prizes are put into the care of this house, while a near connection of M. 
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Sehweighauser, at Guernsey or Jersey, is em ploying himself in sending 
out cruisers on our commerce. I know nothing of M. Sehweighauser 
except by reports \ those have been in Lis favor as a good merchant. 
l!ut this circumstance, added to some others which Sir. Cutler informs 
me of, has given cause for the greatest uneasiness and distrust, wbicli, 
added to the difficulties met with at Paris from Mr. Arthur Lee, pre- 
vents anything being done to effect, if really anything at all towards 
sending out supplies to these States. 

Silas Deane. 



Deane to the President of Congress.* 

Philadelphia, October 12, 1778. 

In a conference had with Mous. Gerard, in the month of January, 
last, at Versailles, be observed that the thirteenth article t in the treaty 
proposed by Congress, which exempted the molasses purchased by the 
inhabitants of the United States in any of the islands belonging to, ami 
subject to, bis most Christian majesty from any duties whatever, was 
an unequal article, as he termed it, that without some concession of 
equal importance on the part of the United States it could not be 
agreed to, as it would carry the appearance of inequality, and as if Con- 
gress were taking the advantage and dictating the terms in their owu 
favor; that therefore it was expected either wholly to omit the article 
or place an equivalent over against it on our part. 

On my return to Paris, I laid M. Gerard's proposals before my col- 
leagues, who agreed generally to the justice and propriety of them, but 
we found it difficult to place any article or articles over against that of 
molasses, which would be of equal consequence, and in which the States 
of America were at the same time equally interested. After long con- 
sideration had on the subject Dr. Franklin proposed the article nearly 
as it now stands; Mr. Lee objected to it, as being too extensive, and 
more than equivalent for that of molasses only, to which 1 answered, 
that though the concession might appear great, it was in reality nothing 
more than giving up what we could never make use of but to our own 
prejudice, for nothing was more evident than the bad policy of laying 
duties on our own exports ; that molasses, though apparently but an 
article of small value, was the basis on which a very great part of the 
American commerce rested ; that the manufacture of it inLo rum was 
every year increasing, especially in tho middle and southern States, 
where it had been more lately introduced. 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Kev. Corr., 114, with verbal changes. 

1 Article XIII.— It is agreed by and between tbe said parties, tbat uo duties 
whatever shall ever hereafter he imposed on the exportation of molasses from any of 
the islands and dominions of the most Christian King in the West Indies to any of 
these United States. 

See on this topic Introduction, $ 413, and prior correspondence under date of Jan. 
28, Feb, 1, May 23, June 4, IB, 1778. 
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Dr. Franklin agreed with me, aud argued ou much tho same ground, 
but neither of us insisted ou the article at the time, but that the 
proposition should bo made for the eousideratiou of Moiis. Gerard, 
reserving to ourselves the power of agreeing to it or not afterwards. 
A few evenings after, aud nearly as I can remember, about five or six 
days before the actual signing of the treaty, we met Mons. Gerard at 
my bouse in Paris. IJe brought the proposed treaty with liim, in which 
be had inserted the eleventh and twelfth articles as they now stand. The 
treaty was read, considered, aud agreed to, article by article, except the 
eleventh and twelfth, respecting which M. Gerard observed at first that he 
considered them as they then stood reciprocal and equal, but that lie left 
it entirely with us to retain them both, or to reject them botb, it being 
indifferent with his majesty, but that one could not be retained without 
the other. On our having agreed toall the other articles, we told him we 
would confer together on the eleventh and twelfth, and write to hi in what 
our determination should be. As soon as he was goue the subject was 
taken up ; the arguments before used were again considered, and h' nail y 
we uuanimously agreed to retain both the articles j ou which I desired 
Mr. Lee to write a letter to Mons. Gerard informing him of it, aud that 
I would send it out to Versailles the next morning from Passv, that 
there might be no more delay in transcribing and executing the trea- 
ties. Mr. Lee accordingly wrote, aud Dr. Franklin, he, and myself, 
signed the letter, which I sent the next morning.* 

A day or two after this Mr. A. Lee wrote a letter to Dr. Franklin and 
me, iu which be expressed great uneasiness about the eleventh and 
twelfth articles and a desire to have them left out, on which we advised 
Mr. Lee to go himself to Versailles on the subject, which he accordingly 
did; and we wrote to M. Gerard by him that we were content to have 
the two articles left out, if agreeable to his majesty.! As we had just 
before unanimously agreed and written to have them retained, we could 
not, with any eousisteucy, make a point of their being expunged. Mr. 
Lee discoursed on the subject with M. Gerard, who satisfied him, as 
he thought at the time, and as we all then thought, of the impropriety 
of making any alteration in the treaty after it had been so maturely 
considered ; had been fully agreed upon by us all ; had heen approved 

" The article)* iu question arc as follows : 

Article XI. It is agreed and concluded, that there shall never be any duty im- 
posed 011 the exportation of molasses that may be takeu by the subjects of any of the 
United States from the islands of America which belong, or may hereafter appertain, 
to his mast Christian majesty. 

Auticle XII. In compensation of the exemption stipulated in the preceding article 
it is agreed aud concluded, that there shall never he any duties imposed on the expor- 
tatiou of any kind of merchandise which the subjects of his most Christian Majesty 
may take from the countries aud possessions, present or future, of any of the thirteen 
United States for the use of the islands which shall furnish molasses. 

The treaty may be seen entire in the nerei journals of Congress, vol. 2, p. 59. 

t See these letters under dates Jan. 30, Feb. 1 anil 9., 1778, mpra. 



of in form by his majesty, and ordered to be transcribed and signed. 
Neither Mr. William Lee nor Mr. Izard ever spoke one word to me on 
the subject; and I did not think myself authorized or at liberty to con- 
sult them or any other person ou the subject but my colleagues. 

Silas Deane. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Sartine.* 

Passy, October 12, 1778. 

Sir : The letter your excellency did us the honor to write to us the 
»th of this month we duly received. 

In our letter of the 20 th of last month respecting the goods of Mr. 
Izard on board the Nile, we cited the sixteenth article of the treaty of 
commerce in support of Mr. Izard's claim, which your excellency thinks 
au error, and that it is the fourteenth article whieh most nearly relates 
to his case. We cited the article as it stood in the original treaty, where 
it is the sixteenth. Your excellency cites it as it stands iu the treaty 
now agreed to be amended, leaving out two articles, the eleventh and 
twelfth. But your excellency and we mean all the same article, which 
appears to us to apply to Mr. Izard's case as clearly, strictly, and fully 
as it could have been contrived to do if his case had been in contempla- 
tion at the time when the treaty was made and specially meaut to be 
provided for. The words of the article are, " That such goods as were 
put ou board any ship belonging to an enemy before the war, or after 
the declaration of the same, without the knowledge of it, shall no ways 
be liable to confiscation, but shall well and truly be restored, without 
delay, to the proprietor demanding the same. Ignorance of the declara- 
tion of war not to be pleaded more than two months after the declara- 
tion." 

Now, by the bill of lading which we had the honor to enclose to your 
excellency, it appears that the goods were shipped in the month of April 
last, at a time when certainly two mouths had not elapsed from and 
after the declaration of war. But if other evidence of this fact, viz, the 
time when these goods were shipped, is necessary, Mr. Izard can cer- 
tainly obtain it from England, although it would he attended with a 
good deal of trouble and expense. 

As to the questiou whether the goods are Mr. Izard's property or not, 
Mr. Izard, in a letter to us, dated the 10th of this uiontu, assures us 
that his name is in in any of the books, and that one of the boxes eon- 
rains a great number of his papers, with his name upon them ; that the 
testimony of his merchant in London, who shipped the things, shall be 
procured, if necessary, and likewise that of the merchant in Leghorn, 
and the Abb6 Niccoli, to whom they are addressed. 

We are only desirous of what is right; and, as we hold ourselves 



* 1 Sparks' Dip. lie v. Colt., 343. 
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bound to do all iu our power to assist our fellow citizens in maintaining 
their rights, ami of oinitfing no advantage that they are entitled to by 
tbe treaty; and as the treaty is so express that goods so circumstanced 
shall be restored without delay ami upon demand; and as Mr. Izard 
apprehends he ought not to he put to the trouble, delay, aud expense 
of a lawsuit on this occasion, vre have thought it our duty to write 
again to your excellency on the subject. 

We are sensible that his majesty has granted the whole of the prop- 
erty which shall be taken from t lie enemy, ami shall be lawful prize, to 
the captors; aud the encouragement of adventurers in this way is of so 
much importance to our country, afi well as to this, that we wish them 
to enjoy all the profits and advantages of their prizes. But the captors 
iu this case must be sensible that the goods belonged to a friend, not 
an enemy, and therefore not included in his majesty's grant. 

We beg leave to lay another subject before your excellency. There are; 
we are informed, ou board the Fox and the Livehj, as there are iu almost 
every ship in Admiral Keppel'd and Lord Howe's fleets, numbers of 
American seamen, who abhor the service into which, by one of the most 
extravagant flights of tyranny aud crucify that ever was heard of among 
men, they have been forced and compelled to fight against their coun- 
try aud their friends. These seamen we should be glad to deliver from 
the prisons iu this kingdom, and from a misery and captivity infinitely 
more detestable on board of British men-of-war. We therefore beg 
leave to propose to your excellency that an inquiry be made, aud a list 
taken of the natives of America among the crews of the .Fox and Lively, 
and the men delivered to us. This would be attended with many 
happy consequences. It would relieve many of our countrymen from 
present confinement and the most dismal prospects, and would furnish 
our vessels with a number of excellent sailors. It may be proper to in- 
form your excellency that, before this war began, one-third part of the 
seameu belonging to the then whole British Empire belonged to Amer- 
ica. If we were able to command the services of all the sailors it would 
be of great importance to the common cause; it would take away one- 
third of the whole; those employed in the American service would be 
able to fight another third remaining to Great Britain, and, conse- 
quently, would leave to France no more than one-third of the seamen 
belonging to the British Empire beforo the war for Franco to contend 
with. But, alas, this is not the case. Various causes— too many to be 
here explained — have concurred to preveut this. But we are very 
desirous of alluring back to their country as many as possible of those 
we have lost ; and the plan we have now proposed to your excellency 
appears to be one probable means of doing it. We shall suggest o fliers 
hereafter, as opportunity occurs. 

October 15, 1778. 
Since the foregoing was written, we have received letters from Robert 
Harrison, John Lemon, Edward Driver, aud John Nicols, prisoners in 
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Denant Castle, representing that they were taken by English frigates, 
in American privateers, forced into the service on board the Fox, and 
now taken by the French, and praying that we would intercede for 
their liberty, that they may return, if possible, to their country. 
We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams, 



Lovell to the Commissioners at Paris. " 

Philadelphia, October 12, 1778. 
Gentlemen : Congress having foreign affairs now under considera- 
tion, 1 shall not write to you on that subject, more especially as it is 
quite uucertaiu how the present papers will be conveyed ; nor shall I 
protend to unravel to you the designs of the enemy; they are very in- 
scrutable; the printers know as much as I do about them ; therefore I 
send a few of the last prints of Dunlap, which, with the Boston papers, 
must decide you in opinion. 

Your affectionate friend, etc., 

James Lovell. 



Lee to Adams, t 

Chaillot, October 12, 1773. 

Dear Sir : I Lave hoped for leisure to answer your favor as fully 
as in my own indication it demands. Tuere are matters touched in it 
which imply a ceusuie upon me, which a recapitulation of facts, 1 am 
satisfied, would convince you is unjust. But as I despair of sufficient 
leisure for some time, I must content myself with replying to what is 
immediately necessary. 

A desire to remove as much as I could the cause of your complaint 
was the motive I stated to you for writing, and I repeat to you it was 
the only one. I mentioned my objections to your other plan when you 
proposed it. If you think them of no weight, let that or any other 
that will be most agreeable to you and Dr. Franklin be adopted and it 
will have my most hearty concurrence. With regard to the proposal of 
coining to live with you, nothing would give mo more pleasure were it 
practicable. I thank yon for the civility of ottering me your room, but 
it would be impossible for me to do so unhandsome a thing as to desire 
that of any gentleman. The living upon the bounty of a common indi- 
vidual I always objected to ; besides, iu the best of my judgment that 
individual appears to me justly chargeable with the foul play used with 

*MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coir., 340. 
1 7 J. Adams' Works, 58. 
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our dispatches. Till I see reason to think otherwise I should hold my- 
self inexcusable — both to my constituents and myself — if 1 were to put 
myself so much iu his power. The houso I am in, at all events, I must 
pay for this half year ; therefore it would not save this expense. To live 
together was what I proposed, and labored to effect, though in vain, 
when the commissioners first came here. I thought it would be at- 
tended with every good consequence, and there was nothing I desired 
more. But under all the circumstances of that proposition now, and the 
inveterate habits that have taken place, it appears to tne to be attended 
with insuperable objections. I am, however, open to conviction, and 
shall be most happy in finding any practicable means of effecting the 
ends you propose. Having to dress, breakfast, dispatch letters, and do 
the necessary family affairs before I come to you, I find 11 o'clock the 
soonest I can engage for. 

I had the same earnest desire you express, prompted as well by my 
own inclination and interest, as by my wish for the public good, to cul- 
tivate harmony and friendship with both my colleagues, and nothing- 
gave me more uneasiness than the impossibility that I have hitherto 
found of effecting it. 

I am, with the greatest respect and esteem, etc., 

A. Lee. 



A, Lee to Vergennea.* 

Paris, October 12, 1778. 

Sir: Your excellency has seen in the separate and secret act signed 
the Cth of February, 1778, that I am charged with full powers to con- 
clude a treaty with Spain. You arc also acquainted with my having 
been in Spain, and having had conferences with the Marquis de Clri- 
mabli on the subject. 

All the objections which were then alleged against au immediate 
declaration are now removed. The consistency of our cause is unques- 
tionable. France is ready and has actually declared. Their treasure 
is safe, and the fleet from Buenos Ayres is in their harbors, yet we do 
not see the least movement on their part towards realizing the hopes 
they gave us; but, on the contrary, such ostensible measures as they 
have taken must certainly give encouragement to our enemies. That 
court has not thought proper to take the least notice of the ratification 
of the separate and secret article which I announced to them. While 
we are therefore bound, they remain at liberty. 

All this, sir, gives me much uneasiness. I am apprehensive that 
Cougress will not think this mode of acting very satisfactory ; and that 
the encouragement that it must hold out to the court of London will 
prolong this pernicious war, and make it cost us much more blood and 
treasure than is necsssary to tie the hands of our common enemy, and 

* 1 Shirks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 5H). 



OCTOBER 13, 1778. 



783 



establish effectually the liberty, sovereignty, and independence, abso- 
lute and unlimited, of the United States. 

lu these very critical circumstances 1 must have recourse to the king 
and to your excellency. Our course is cuminon, and it is my wish to 
conduct it by your experience, your ligbfcs, and your counsel, as to 
the measure I am to take, whether it be to act or to wait. This 
would always be my desire; but I now consider it us my duty; for it 
appears the mutual sentiment of yonr court and of Congress that the 
eventual treaty signed at Paris the 6th of February is uow become 
actual, permanent, ami indissoluble. The first article of that treaty 
says : 

That if war should breakout between Franco anil Great Britain during the continu- 
ance of the present war between the United States and Great Britain, his Majesty 
and the United States will make it a common uause, and will aid each otber with 
their mutual good offices, counsels, and forces, according to the exigency of things, 
and ns becomes good and faithful allies. 

It is upon these principles that I think it my duty to endeavor to 
place upon equal footiugthe interests of France and those of tbe United 
States; and therefore not to commence anything without the concur- 
reuce of your court. Upon t lie same principles 1 flatter myself with 
obtaining the aid and assistance of your wisdom and information as to 
the moment of commencing tbe measures to be taken and tbe meant; 
to be employed with the court of Spain. 

Iam persuaded, and always was so, that Great Britain can not make 
head for a year against the united counsels and force of the house of 
Bourbou and the United States of America. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Frank 1 in, Lee, and Adams to Sartine.* 

Passy, October 13, 1778. 
Sir ; We had the honor of receiving your excellency's letter of the 
7th instant, to which we shall take the liberty of answering fully by 
auother opportunity. As you mention that the prize was condemned 
on the 20th, Mr. Izard is apprehensive that tbe goods iu question may 
be sold before the ordinary course of law cau prevent it. He therefore 
desires us to request your excellency to prevent that if possible. And 
we accordingly beg the favor of your excellency to do so. We hope 
there is no impropriety iu this; and that if there sbou'.d be, you will 
impute it to our want of information on the manner of such proceedings 
here. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 347. 
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Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Izard.* 

'•assy, October 13, 1778. 
Sm : We have the honor of enclosing to you a copy of M. De Sartiue's 
answer to otu' application in support of your demand of your baggage 
taken on board tho Nile. Wo have, agreeably to your last letter, 
written again to M. De Sartiue, requesting liiin to stop tho sale of the 
things till yon can make your objections to their being lawful prize. 
We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Artiiuii Lee. 
John Adams. 



Franklin to Grand. t 

Passy, October 14, 1778. 

Sir: I have considered the note you put into my hands containing a 
complaint of the conduct of Captain Couyuguam in the Revenge priva- 
teer. We have uo desire to justify him in any irregularities ho may 
have committed. On the contrary, we are obliged to our friends who 
give us information of the misconduct of any cruisers, that we may 
take the occasion of representing the same to our Governuieufc, and 
recommending more effectual provisions for suppressing, punishing, 
and preventing such practices in future. 

By tho papers I have the honor to send you enclosed, and which 
I request you would put into tho hands of his excellency Count 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 340. 

t MSS. Dep. of State; fi Bigelow's Franklin, 211. 

Jul] n Adams, in bia diary, gjves the following account of tho gentleman to whom 
this letter is addressed: Mr. Ferdinand Grand was a Protestant, from Switzerland, 
who had a house in Paris. Himself, ilia lady, nieee, and sons composed as decent, 
mo'li'st, and regular family as I ever knew in France. It was, however, by M. 
Chaumont's influence wiili the Count do Vergcnues and M. tie Sartine that he ob- 
tained the reputation and emolument of being the banker to the American ministers. 
Sir George Graud, bia brother, might contribute something towards this favor, be- 
cause he had kept an inn at Stockholm when the Count de Vergcnnas was ambas- 
sador of France in Sweden, and accomplished tho revolution of that kiugdoui to an 
absolute monarchy. This was a mere measure of economy in the French court, because 
before it has cost them in bribes to tho states more money than they could well 
afford. The meeting of de Vergenncs with the heads of the conspiracy bad been held 
at Mr. Grand's inn, and bo was rewarded with a cross of St. Louis, which gave htm 
tho title of Sir, as I suppose, having never heard that he had any English knight- 
hood, although he had lived in England, where ho married his daughter to tho major 
or colonel who was afterwards General Provost. This lady, as I presume, is tho 
same who a ftenvards married Colonel Burr, of New York, and was the mothcT of 
Mrs. Allston, of South Carolina. Si r George was coiinei-l ed in purl nersli ip with the 
house of Horueca, Fizeau &, Co. in Amsterdam, a mercantile anil banking company, 
and who had, or were supposed to have, tho favor and coutidcuce of tho French min- 
isters of state. — Note by Mr. liigelow. 
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d' Arauda, the care of the Congress, to avoid giving offense to neutral 
powers will appear most evident: First, in the commission given to 
privateers, wherein it appears that sureties are taken of their owners 
that nothing shall be done by them "inconsistent with the usage and cus- 
tom ofnati ont, * and those sureties are obliged to make good all damages. 
Courts of admiralty are regularly established in every one of the United 
States forjudging of such matters, to which courts any person injured 
may apply, and will certainly find redress. Secondly, in the proclama- 
tion of Congress, whereby strict orders are given to all officers of armed 
vessels to pay a sacred regard to the rights of neutral powers and the 
usage and customs of civilized nations, and a declaration made that if 
they transgress they shall not be allowed to claim the protection of 
the States, but shall suffer such punishment as by the usage and cus- 
tom of uations may be inflicted ou them. Lastly, in the particular 
care taken by Congress to secure the property of some subjects of 
Portugal (a power that has not been very favorable to us), although 
no reclamation has been made. 

All these will show that the States give no countenance to acts of 
piracy; and if Captain Couyngham has been guilty of that crime he 
will certainly be punished for it when duly prosecuted, for not only a 
regard to justice in general, but a strong disposition to cidtivate the 
friendship of Spain, for whose sovereign they have the greatest respect, 
wilt induce the Congress to pay great attention to every complaint, 
public and private, that shall come from thence. 
I have, etc., 

B. Franklin. 



Congress.*— (Dearie's Case.) 

October 14, 1778. 

A letter of the 12th from Mr. S. Deane was read, accompanied with 
his remarks on the extracts from the letters from Mr. Izard, and also 
his remarks on the extracts from the letters of Mr. A. Lee, with which 
Mr. Deane was furnished. 

Ordered, That a copy of the remarks ou the extracts of Mr. Izard's 
letters be made out and transmitted to Mr. Izard, and that Mr. Presi- 
dent be furnished with a duplicate thereof. 

Ordered) That a copy of the remarks on the extracts of Mr. Izard's 
and Mr. Lee's letters be made out and transmitted to Mr. Lee, 

Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for the further examination 
of Mr. W, Caroaichael, and that Mr. Carmichael be directed to attend 
on that day. 

*MSS. Dep. of State: printed suuiut journals of Congress, the latter being itupor- 
fect. (See tupra, Sept. m ii, 1778.) 
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October 15, 177S. 

A letter of the 28th of June last from Mr. Izard, l'aris, with sundry 
papers accompanying the same, were read. 

Ordered, To lie ou the table for the perusal of the members.* 



CongresB. — Izard's Charges against Franklin, t 

OCTOBEK 15, 1778. 

Mr. Lanrens, the President, addressed Congress as follows: 

"Gentlemen: I informed yon yesterday that I had received a letter 
from Mr. Izard. 1 have since perused it, and find in it traits reflecting 
highly on Dr. Franklin in his public character. I have observed iu tuts 
the rule which guided me iu the late case of Mr. Izard's letters. I have 
communicated the contents of the letter and papers accompanying it to 
nobody. I have consulted nobody. I act according to my own judg- 
ment, unbiased ami impartial. Mr. Izard's wish that these papers may he 
communicated to Congress appears to me to preclude option on my part. 
1 therefore offer the letter and papers. It the House is pleased to re- 
ceive and have them read, I will deliver them to the secretary for that 
purpose. I have delayed offering these papers earlier in hopes of seeing 
a full House, and had directed the absent members to be summoned. I 
Lave not read any of the papers, the Setter excepted. 

Ordered, That the letter from Mr. Izard and the papers accompanying 
it be received and read, 

A letter of June 2S last from Mr. Izard at Paris, with sundry papers 
accompanying it, was then read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table for the perusal of the members.jf 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to the Americana taken on board the English 

frigates, ^ 

Passy, October 15, 1778. 

GENTLEMEN : We have received a letter from Robert Harrison, of 
the 7th of October, and another from John Lemon, Edward Driver, 
and John Nicols, of the 12ch, all prisoners in Den ant Castle, alt pro- 
fessing to he Americans, who have first been compelled into the service 
of their enemies, and then taken prisoners by the French. 

You are not known to us, hut your account of yourselves, consider- 
ing the general conduct of the English of late, is not improbable. We 
can not but feel a concern for all prisoners in such a situation, of whom, 

" For further proceedings, see infra, Da cumber 7, 1778. 

tMSS. Dep. of State; primed Secret Journals of Congress, tins latter bein^ imper- 
fect. p 1 

I As to lmcd'a denunciations of Franklin, see title "Izard." in iudes, 
{ I Sparks' Diw, Uev, Corr,, 347. 
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to the lasting dishonor of the British Government and nation, there 
are too many on board almost every man-of-war in their service. 

We have written to his excellency the minister of the marine of this 
kingdom upon the subject, and sincerely hope that something may be 
done for your relief, and that of all other prisoners in your situation. 

But great care must be taken that neither we, nor more especially 
the Government of this kingdom, be imposed noon by attempts to set 
at liberty English, Irish, Scotch, or other sailors, disaffected to the 
American cause or unprincipled in it. We therefore desire you to send 
us a list and a short account of all the sailors, prisoners with you, who 
were born in America or have been iu her service, and are willing to 
subscribe the declaration and take the oath of allegiance to the United 
States of America and to live aud die by her cause. 
We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee, 
John Adams. 



W. Lee to the Committee oa Foreign Affairs.* 

Frankfort, October 15, 1 778, 
Gentlemen : I have the honor of forwarding to you herewith a third 
copy of the plan of a treaty of amity and commerce between the Seven 
United Provinces of The Netherlands and the United States of America, 
which you will perceive was settled by M. de Neufville, as the repre- 
sentative of Mr. "Van Berckel, counselor pensionary of the city of Am- 
sterdam, and myself. TheburgoniastersofAmsterdamhadauthorized 
Mr. Van Berckel to treat in this business in their name, and the pen- 
sionary regularly authorized M. de Neufville, a capital merchant of 
Amsterdam, to treat with me, 1 forwarded two copies of thisplau from 
Paris last mouth, where I went to communicate what had been done to 
the commissioners there, as I did not think myself authorized to pro- 
ceed any further alone, t They were fully informed by me of the state 
of politics in Holland, and that a great deal of management and secrecy 
in the present stage of the business would be requisite to complete it 
successfully, because the English party, having the Prince of Orange at 
its head, is very powerful, aud might effectually obstruct the progress, 
if the negotiations come to their knowledge before the pensionary and 
burgomasters have made sure of carrying the point iu the assembly of 
the States-General. 
The further progress in this business your commissioners at Paris will 

*MSS Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Oorr., 606, with verbal changes. 

t For letters from M. Van Berckel and M. Dumas ou this subject, see Berckel to 
Dumas, and declaration of Berckel, Sept, 23, 1778 ; commissioners to Dumas, Oct, 
J.6, aud Dumas* to eqimnissicmors, October !$7 and tfov. 4, 1718, tttpra. 
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no doubt couitnuuicate to yon. However, it appears to me of no in- 
considerable importance tluit I have obtained iVoui tbe pensionary an 
engagement that the States-General shall not take any measures that 
may be injurious to the United States of America, provided America 
shall not take any measures injurious to Holland. This engagement 
the pensionary is alone capable of complying with, because his single 
negative is sufficient to prevent tbe States-General from entering into 
any such measures, and consequently tbe states will be prevented from 
giving any aid to Great Britain against our good ally France. 

I have so often given you a full account of the situation of affairs iu 
tbisquarter of the .vorhl that I have little to add on that subject. Though 
tbe King of Prussia was prevented by the critical situation of politics 
here from complying with the promise he hivl made of acknowledging 
our independence as soon as Franco had done so, I thought it proper to 
write to his minister to know whether our privateers aud armed vessels 
would be permitted to enter and refit in the Prussian ports, to which 
he replied that his majesty's absence from Berlin and his continual 
application to tbe great object in which he is engaged prevent him 
from being able at present to make me a favorable reply, but he hopes 
that circumstances will soon enable them to make us more advanta- 
geous proposals tliau they have already done. 

The campaign has euded for this year, and nothing material has 
passed. There are some politicians who think the winter negotiations 
will produce peace, aud if they do, 1 think the King of Prussia will not 
then hesitate to enter into a treaty with ns. As to the court of Vienna, 
you know my commission only authorized mo to treat with the emperor, 
who has been since the beginning of April with his armies in Bohemia; 
however, while I was at that court our affairs could not be advanced 
there, because both the Emperor and the King of Prussia stand in the 
same predicament with respect to Hanover, which has now increased its 
army to uear 3^,000 men. The emperor wishes to keep Hanover neuter, 
and the king is exerting all his political abilities to have the Hanoverian 
army active on his side. This winter will, it is generally believed, de- 
cide the part that Hanover will take if the war continues in Germany, 
iu which ease the opposite party will join issue with us; in the mean- 
time we must have patience, as at present neither side can in prudence 
enter into any measures with us unless France makes a point of it. 

With the advice of the French ambassador at Vienna I shall remain 
here, as being a central place for Germany, until we can see with more 
precision how to direct our future operations. 1 understood from his 
excellency Count de Vergennes, when I saw him at Versailles last 
month, that he thought our business would by and by go forward 
at Vienna, As the court of Versailles can at any time influence that 
of Vienna with respect to us, I presume some plan of that sort is now 
in agitation, of which I expect due information from his excellency the 
Barou de Breteuil at Vienna; but I must remind you that, under my 
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present commission, I have 110 authority to conclude, or even to treat 
or, anything with that court. This I explained fully to you in my 
letters last winter, which you must have received. 

I am, gentleuieu, with the highest esteem and regard, etc., 

William Lee. 



PLAN OP A TREATY WITH HOLLAND. 

Plan of a treaty of commerce to be cnleicd into betireeu their Hiah Mightinesses the States 
of the Seven United Provinces of Holland and the Thirteen Uniteil States of North 
America (specifying the State*). 

The parties being willing to fix in an equitable and permanent manner t lie rules 
which ought to he followed relative to the correspondence and commerce which they 
desire to establish between their respective countries, States, Bnbjecta, and people, 
havo judged that the said end could not be better attained than by talcing for the 
basis of their agreement the most perfect equality and reciprocity, and by carefully 
avoiding all those burdensome preferences which are usually the sources of debate, 
embarrassment, and discontent; by leaving, also, each party at liberty to make re- 
specting commerce and navigation such interior regulations as it shall find most con- 
venient to itself, and by founding the advantage of commerce solely upon reciprocal 
utility and the just rules of free intercourse, reserving withal to each party the 
liberty of admitting at ils pleasuro other nations to a participation of the same 
advantages. 

On these principle* the parties above mentioned have, after mature deliberation, 
agreed to the following articles : 

Article I. 

There shall be firm, inviolable, and universal peace and sincere friendship between 
their high mightinesses the States of the Seven United Provinces of Holland and the 
United States of North America and the subjects and people of the said parlies, and 
between the countries, islands, cities, and towns situated under the jurisdiction of 
the said United States of Holland and the said United States of America and the people 
and inhabitants thereof of every degree, without exception of persons or places, 

Article II. 

The subjects of the said United States of Holland shall pay no other duties or im- 
posts in the ports, havens, roads, countries, islands, cities, and towns of the said 
United States of America, or any of them, than the natives and inhabitants thereof 
shall pay; lint shall enjoy all the other lights, liberties, privileges, immunities, and 
exceptions in trade, navigation, and commerce, iu passing from one part thereof to 
another and in going to and from the same from and to any part of the world, which 
the said natives or inhabitants enjoy. 

Article III. 

The subjects, people, and inhabitants of t he said United States of America, or any 
or them, shall not pay any othor duties or imposts in the ports, havens, roads, coun- 
tries, islands, cities, or towns subject to their said high mightinesses the States of 
the Seven Uuited Provinces of Holland than the natives and inhabitants of those 
countries, islands, cities, or towns shall pay ; but shall enjoy all the other lights, 
liberties, privileges, immunities, and exceptions in trade, navigation, and commerce, 
iu passing from one part thereof to another and in going to and from the same and 
to and from any part of the world, which the said nati ves or inhabitants enjoy. 
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Article IV. 

The subjects and people of each of the aforesaid eon federates, and tbe inhabitants 
of countries, islands, cities, ortowus belonging to eitber of tbe parties, shall have 
liberty freely and securely, without license or passport, general or special, by laud or 
by water, or its any other way, to go into the kingdoms, countries, provinces, laudH, 
islands, cities, villages, towns, walled or tin walled, or fortified ports, dominions, or 
territories whatsoever of the other confederate, there to enter and return from 
thence, to abide there or pass through the saute, and in the mean time to buy and 
purchase as they please all things necessary for their subsistence and use, and they 
shall be treated with all mutual kindness aud favor; provided, however, that in all 
matters they behave and comport themselves conformably to the public laws, 
statutes, and ordinances of such kingdom, country, province, island, city, or town in 
which they may be and live, and converse with each other friendly and peaceably, 
and keep up reciprocal concord by all manner of good understanding. 

Article V. 

The subjects and people of each of the parties, and the inhabitants of the countries, 
islands, cities, or towns subject or belonging to either of them, shall have leave aud 
license to come with their ships or vessels, as also with the goods and merchandise 
on hoard the same (the trade or importation whereof is not prohibited by the laws 
or ordinances of either country), to the lands, countries, cities, ports, places, and 
rivers of cither side, to enter into the same, to resort thereto, to remain and reside 
there without any limitation of time: also to hire houses, or to lodge with other 
people, and to buy all kinds of lawful merchandises and goods where they think lit, 
from the first workman or seller, or in any other manner, whether in the public 
market for the Bale of things, in mart towns, fairs, or wheresoever those goods or 
meridian discs are manufactured or sold. They may also lay up and kwg in their 
magazines or warehouses, aud from tlicuco expose to salt), merchandises or gomls 
brought from other ports; neither shall they in anywise be obliged, unless willingly 
aud of their own accord, to bring their said goods or merchandises to the marts or 
fairs; ou this condition, however, that they shall not sell tbe same hy retail or in 
shops or anywhere else. But they are not to bo loaded with any impositions or 
taxes on account of the said freedom, or for any other cause whatsoever, except what 
are to bo paid for their ships, vessels, or goods, according to the laws and customs 
received in each country, agreeable to the stipulations in this treaty. And, more- 
over, they shall have free leave and permission, without any kind of hindrance or 
molestation, to remove themselves; also, if they shall happen to he married, their 
wiveB and children, if they have any, and their servants, if they are willing to go 
with their masters, together with their merchandises, wares, goods, and effects, 
either bought or imported, whatsoever and whithersoever they shall think fit, out of 
the bounds of each country, by land or by sea, on the rivers and fresh waters, not- 
withstanding any law, privilege, grant, immunity, or custom in auywisu importing 
tbe contrary. 

Article VI. 

In the business of religion there shall be entire liberty allowed to the subjects of 
each of the confederates ; as also, if they are married, to their wives and children; 
ncithershall they be compelled to go to the churches, or to be present at the religious 
worship in any other place. On the contrary, they may, without auy kind of moles- 
tation, perform their religious exercises after their own way in churches, chapels, or 
houses with open doors; moreover, liberty shall bo granted to bury the subjects of 
either party who die in tho territories of the other in convenient ami decent places, 
to be appointed for that purpose, as occasion shall reujiiro: neither shall the dead 
bodies of those that are buried bo anyways molested. 
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ART1CLH VII. 

Furthermore, it is agreed ami concluded as a general rule that all and singula! tlie 
subjects of their said high mightinesses, the Seven Uuited Provinces of Holland, and 
of the said United States of America, in all countries and placus subject to their power 
on either side, as to all duties, impositions, or customs whatsoever concerning goods, 
merchandises, persons, ships, vessels, freight, seamen, navigation and commerce, 
shall use and enjoy the same privileges, liberties, and immunities at least, and have 
the like favor in all things, as woll in the courts of justice as in all such thiugs as re- 
late either to commerce or to any oilier right whatever, which any foreign nation the 
moat favored has, uses, and enjoys, or may hereafter have, use and enjoy. 

Article VIII. 

Their high mightinesses, the States of tho Seven Provinces of Holland, shall endeavor 
by all means in their power to protect and defend all vessels, and tho effects belong- 
ing to the subjects, people, or inhabitants of the said United States of America, or 
any of them, being in their ports, havens, or roads, or ou the seas near to their coun- 
tries, islands, cities, or towns, and to recover and cause to be restored to the right 
owners, their agents or attorneys, all such vessels and effects which shall be taken 
within their jurisdiction, and their ships of war, or any convoys sailing under their 
authority, shall, upon all occasions, take under their protection all vessels belonging 
to the subjects, people, or inhabitants of the United States of America, or any of 
them, or holding the same course, or going the same way, and shall defend such ves- 
sels as long as they hold tho same course, or go tho same way, against all attacks, 
force, and violence in tho same manner as they ought to protect and defend vessels 
belonging to the subjects of their said high mightinesses, the States of the Seven 
Uuited Provinces of Holland. 

Article IX. 

In like manner, the said United States of America, and their ships of war sailing 
under their authority, shall protect and defend, conformable to the tenor of the pre- 
ceding article, all the vessels and effects belonging to the subjects of the said Seven 
United Provinces of Holland, and use all their endeavors to recover and cause to he 
restored to their right owners the said vessels and effects that shall have beeu taken 
within the jurisdiction of the said Uuited States of America, or any of them. 

Article X. 

Their high mightinesses the States of the Seven United Provinces of Holland, will 
employ their good offices and interposition with the King or Emperor of Morocco or 
Fez, the Regeucy of Algiers, Tunis, or Tripoli, or with any of them, and also with 
every other prince, state, or power on the coast of Barhary, in Africa, and the sub- 
jects of the said king, emperor, states, and powers, and each of them, in order to 
provideas fully as possible fortho benefit, conveuiency, and safety of the said Uuited 
Slates, and each of them, their subjects, people, and inhabitants, and their vessels 
and effects, against all violence, insult, attacks, or depredations, on the part of the 
said princes or states of Barbary or their subjects. 

Article XI. 

It shall bo lawful and free for merchants and others, being subjects either of the 
said Seven United Provinces of Hoi laud, or of the said United States of America, by 
will, or any other disposition, mado either during the time of sickness, or at any 
other time before or at the point of dealh, to devise or give away to such person or 
persons as to them shall seem good their effects, merchandises, mouoy, debts, or goods, 
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movable or immovable, which they have, or ought, to have, at the time of their 
death, or at any time before, within the countries, islands, cities, towns, or dominions 
belonging to either of the sakl contracting parties; moreover, whether they die, 
having made their will, or intestate, their lawful heirs, executors, or administrators, 
residing in the dominions of either of the contracting parties or coining frouj any 
other part, although they be not naturalized, and without having tho effect of this 
concession contested or impeded under pretext of any rights or prerogatives of prov- 
inces, cities, or private persons, shall freely and quietly receive aud take possession 
of all tho said goods and effects whatsoever, according to the laws of each country 
respectively ; the wills and rights of entering upon the inheritances of persons dying 
intestate must be proved according to law in those places where each person may 
happen to die, as well by the subjects of one as of tho other contracting party, any 
law, statute, edict, custom, ordinance, droit d'attbaine, or any other right whatsoever 
notwithstanding. 

Article XII. 

The goods and estates of the people and subjects of the one contracting party that 
shall die in the countries, islands, lands, cities, or towns of the other shall be jire- 
scrved for the lawful heirs aud successors of the deceased, the right of any third per- 
son always reserved, and such goods and elt'ects, together with the papers, writings, 
and hooks of accounts of such deceased persons, shall be put into an inventory by the 
consul or other public minister of such party whose subject has so died, and put into 
tho hands of two or three reputable merchants, that shall bo named by such consul or 
public minister, to be kept for the heirs, executors, administrators, or creditors of lhe 
deceased; nor shall any judiciary whatever intermeddle therein until applied to 
according to the forms of law by such heir, executor, administrator, or creditor. 

Article XIII. 

It shall be lawful and free for the subjects of each party to employ such advocates, 
attorneys, notaries, solicitors or factors, as they shall think fit; to which end the 
Baid advocates and others above mentioned may be appointed by the ordinary judges 
if it bo needful aud the judges be (hereunto required. 

Article XIV. 

Merchants, master of ships, owners, mariners, men of all kinds, ships and vessels, 
and all merchandises and goods in general and effects of one of lhe confederates or 
of the subjects thereof, shall not on any public or private account, by virtue of any 
general or special edict, be seized or detained in any of the countries, lands, islands, 
cities, towns, ports, havens, shores, or dominions whatsoever of the other confederate 
for public use, for warlike expeditions, or for any other cause, much lrss lor the 
private use of any one shall they be detained by arrests, compelled by violence or 
under any color thereof, or in auywise molested or injured. Moreover, it shall be 
unlawful for the subjects of either party to take anything, or to extort it by force, 
from tho subjects of the other party without the consent of the person to whom 
it belongs and it he paid for with ready money; which, however, is not to be un- 
derstood of that detention and seizure which shall he made by the command and 
authority of justice ami by the ordinary methods, on account of debt or crimes, In 
respect whereof the proceedings must he by way of law, according to the forms of 
justice. 

Article XV. 

It is further agreed and concluded that it shall he wholly free for all merchants, 
commanders of ships, aud other subjects of their high mightinesses the States of the 
Seven United Provinces of Holland, in all places subject to the dominion and juris- 
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diction of the said United States of America, to manage their own business them- 
selves, or to employ whomsoever they please to manage it lor them ; nor shall they he 
obliged to make use (ft any interpreter or broker, nor to pay them any salary or fees 
unless they choose to make use of them ; moreover, masters of ships shall not be 
obliged, in loading or uuloading their ships, to make use of those workmen that 
may be appoiuted by public authority for that purpose; but it shall be entirely free 
for them to load or unload their ships by themselves, or to make use of such persons 
in loading or unloading the saute as they shall think fit, -without paying any fees or 
salary to any other whomsoever ; neither shall they be forced to unload any sort of 
merchandises, either into other ships, or to receive them into their own, or to wait 
for their being loaded longer than they please, and all and every the subjects, people, 
and inhabitants of the said United States of America shall reciprocally have and 
enjoy the same privileges and liberties in all places whatsoever subject to the do- 
minion and jurisdiction of their high mightinesses the States of the Seven United 
Provinces of Holland. 

Article XVI. 

A dispute arising between any commander of the ships on either side and his sea- 
men, in any port of the other party, concerning wages due to the said seamen or 
other civil causes, the magistrate of the place shall require no more from the person 
accused than that he give to the accuser a declaration jn writing, witnessed by the 
magistrate, whereby he shall he bound to answer that matter before a competent 
judge in his own counlry, which being done, it shall net be lawful for Ihe seamen to 
desert the ship, or to hinder the commander from prosecuting his voyage, tt more- 
over shall be lawful for the merchants on both sides, in the places of their abode or 
elsewhere, to keep books of their accounts and affairs in any language or manner 
and ou any paper they shall think lit, and lo have an intercourse of letters in such 
language or idiom as they shall please, without any search or molestation whatever; 
but if it should happen to he necessary for them lo produce their books of accounts 
for deciding any dispute or controversy, in such case they shall bring into court the 1 
entire hooks or writings, hut so as that the judge or any other person may not havo 
liberty to inspect any other articles in the said books than such as shall lie necessary 
lo verify and authenticate the matter hi question, or such as shall be necessary to give 
credit to the said books; neither shall it be lawful, under any pretense, to take tbo 
said hooks or writings forcibly out or the hands of the owners, or to retain them, 
the case of bankruptcy only excepted. 

Article XVII. 

The merchant ships of either of the parties which shall be making into a- port of 
the other party, and concerning whose voyage and the species of goods on hoard her 
there shall he any just grounds of suspicion, shall he obliged to exhibit, as well upon 
the high seas as in the ports rind havens, not only her passports, but likewise certifi- 
cates expressly showiug that her goods are not of the Dumber of those which have 
heeu prohibited as contraband. 

Article XVIII. 

If, by exhibiting the above said certificates, mentioning the particulars of the things 
on board, the other party should discover there are any of those sorts of goods which 
are prohibited and declared contraband by this treaty, and consigned for a port under 
the obedience of his enemies, it shall not be lawful to break up the batches of sneb 
ship, or to open any chest, coffer, pack, cask, or any other vessel or package found 
therein, or to remove the smallest particle of the goods, whether such ship belongs 
to the subjects of their high mightinesses the States of the Seven United Provinces 
of Holland, or to the subjects or inhabitants of the said United Slates of America, 



794 



DIPLOMATIC COkivESPONDENCE. 



unless tho loading he brought on shoro in presence of the officers of the court nf 
admiralty and an inventory thereof made ; hot tlioro snail ho no allowance to soli, 
exchange, oralionato the same in any manner until after that^ne and lawful process 
ah all have heeu had against such prohibited goods, and the court of admiralty re- 
spectively .shall, by a sentence pronounced, havo confiscated tho same ; saving always 
as well the ship itself, as any other goods found therein, which, hy this treaty, are to hp 
esteemed frco ; neither may they ho detained on pretense of their beiug, as it were, 
infected hy the prohibited goods, much less shall they he confiscated as lawful prize ; 
hut if not the whole cargo, hut only part thereof, shall consist of prohibited or con- 
traband goods, and tho commander of the ship shall bo ready and willing to deliver 
them to tho captor who has discovered them, in such case, tho captor having received 
those goods, shall forthwith discharge the ship, and not hinder her, by any means, 
from freely prosecuting tho voyage on which sho was bound; hut, in caso the contra- 
hand merchandise can not he all received on hoard the vessel of the captor, then the 
captor may, notwithstanding the offer of delivering him tlio contraband goods, carry 
the. vessel into the iieaivsl: nnrt, agreeable to what is above directed. 

Article XIX. 

On the contrary, it is agreed that whatever shall ho found to ho laden hy the sub- 
jects, people, or inhabitants of either party on any ship belonging to tlio enemy of 
the other, or to their subjects, the whole, although it he not of the sort of prohibited 
goods, may he confiscated in tlio same maimer as if it belonged to the enemy himsolf, 
except such goods and merchandises as were put on board the ships before the decla- 
ration of wa r , or even after such declaration, if it so be that it was done without the 
knowledge of such declaration, so that the goods of the subjects aod people of either 
party, whether they be of tho nature of such as are prohibited or otherwiso, which, 
as aforesaid, were put on board auy ship belonging to an enemy before the war, or 
after the declaration of the same, without knowledge of it, shall noways he liable 
to couGscatiun, but shall well and truly ho restored, without delay, to the proprietors 
demanding the same; but so as that, if the said merchandises be contraband, it shall 
not he anyways lawful to carry them afterwards to any ports belonging to the 
enemy. The two contracting parties, [agree] that the terms of six mouths being elapsed 
after the declaration of war. their respective subjects, people, and inhabitants, from 
whatever part of the world they come, shall not plead the ignorance mentioned in 
this article. 

Article XX. 

And that more effectual eare may he taken for the security of the snlijects and 
people of either party, that they do not suffer any injury by the men of war or priva- 
teers of the other party, all the commanders of tho ships of war and the armed 
vessels of the said States of the Seven United Provinces of Holland and of the said 
United States of America, and all their subjects and people, shall be forbid doing 
any injury or damage to the othtuf side; and if they act to the contrary, they shall 
be punished, and shall moreover be bound to make satisfaction for all matter of 
damage, and the interest thereof, by reparation, under tho pain aud obligation of 
t heir persons and goods. 

Article XXI. 

AH ships and merchandises, of what nature soever, which shall he rescued out of 
the bands of pirates or robbers on tho high seas, shall be brought iuto some port of 
one or tho other party, and shall be delivered into the custody of the officers of tbat 
port, in order to be restored entire to the true proprietor assoouaa due and sufficient 
proof shall be made concerning the property thereof. 
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Article XXII. 

It shall be lawful for the Bliips of war, privateers, or armed vessels of either party, 
freely lo carry whithersoever they please the aliipa anil goods taken from their ene- 
mies without being obliged to pay any duty to the officers of the admiralty or any 
other judges ; per shall such prizes he arrested or seized when they come to and enter 
the ports of either party; nor shall the searchers or other officers of those plates 
search the samo or make examination concerning the lawfulness of such prizes; 
lint they may hoist sail at any time and depart and cany their prizes to the place 
expressed in their commissions, which the commanders of such ships of "war, priva- 
teers, or armed vessels shall be obliged to show. On the contrary, no shelter nor 
refuge shall ho given in their ports to such as shall have made prize of the subjects, 
people, or property of either of the parties ; but if such shall come in, being forced by 
stress of weather or the danger of the seas, all proper means shall be vigorously used 
that they go out and retire from thence as soon as possible. 

AltTICLF. XXIII. 

If any ships or vessels belonging to either of the parties, their subjects or people, 
shall, within the coaatsor dominions of the other, stick upon Mir sands, or bo wrecked, 
or suiter any other damage, alt friendly assistance aud relief shall tie given to the 
persons shipwrecked, or such, as shall he in danger thereof; ami letters of safe con- 
duct shall likewise he given to them for their free and quiet passage from thence, and 
the returu of every oqo to their own country, 

AtrTICLK XXIV. 

In ease the subjects or people of either party, with their shipping, whether public 
and of war, or private and of merchants, be forced 1 hrough stress of weather, pur- 
suit of pirates or enemies, or any other urgent necessity for seeking shelter and har- 
bor, to retreat and enter into any of* the Tivers, creeks, hays, havens, roads, ports, or 
shores belonging to the other party, they shall ho received and treated with all 
humanity aud kindness, and enjoy all friendly protection aud help, and they shall 
be permitted to refresh and provide themselves, at reasonable rates, with victuals 
aud all things needful fur the sustenance of their persons or reparation of their ships 
and conveuieuey of their voyage; and they shall noways be detained or hindered 
from returning out. of the said ports or roads, but may, remove and depart when and 
whither they please without, any lot or hindrance. 

Akticle XXV. 

For the better promoting of commerce of both sides, it is agreed that if a war 
should ever happen to break out- between the said contracting parties, six months after 
the proclamation of war shall he allowed to the merchants, subjects, and people on 
either side, in countries, cities, aud towns where they may happen to reside, in 
which time they themselves may retire, together with all their families, goods, mer- 
chandises, and effects, and carry them whithersoever they shall please, as likewise, 
at the same time, the selling and disposing of their goods, bolls movable and immov- 
able, shall be allowed them freely and without any disturbance; and, in the mean 
time, their goods, effects, wares, and merchandises, and particularly their persons, 
shall not ho detained or troubled by arrest or seizure, but rather, in the mean time, 
the snhjecta and people on each side shall have and enjoy good and speedy justice, 
so that during the said space of sis months they may he able to recover their goods 
and effects, intrusted as well to the public as to private persons ; and if any thing 
lm taken from them, or any injury be done by either party, or the people or subjects 
ou either side, full satisfaction shall be made for the same by the party committing 
such injury or doing such damage. 
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Aeticlh XXVI. 

No subjects of their high mightinesses the States of tie Seven United Provincesof 
Holland, shall apply for or take uuy commission or letter of marque <<"■ arming any 
ship or ships to art as pri vateers agaiuat the said Uuited States of America, or auy ol 
theui, or again Bt the subjects, people, or inhabitants of the said United States, or any 
of them, from any prince or state with which the said United States of America shall 
happen to be at war; and if any person of either nation shall take such commission 
or letter of marque he shall be punished as a pirate. 

Article XXVII. 

It shall not, he lawful for any foreign privateers, not belonging to the subjects nf 
their high mightinesses the States of the Seven United Provinces of Holland, nor to 
the oiiinens of the said United States of America, which have commissions from any 
other prince or state in enmity with either of the contracting parties, to fit their 
ships in the ports of cither the one or the other of the aforesaid parties, to sell what 
they have taken, or in any other manner whatsoever to exchange their ships, mer- 
chandises, or any other-lading; neithersba.il they be allowed even to purchase victuals, 
except such as shall he necessary for their going to the nest port of that prince or 
state from which they have commissions. 

ARTICLl! XXVI II. 

It shall Im lawful for nil mid singular t.lie subjects nf their high mightinesses the 
St ates of the Seven United Provinces of Holland, and the citizens, people, and inhab- 
itants of tho said United States of America, to sail with Ibeir ships with all manner 
of liberty and security, no distinction being matin who are the proprietors of the mer- 
chandises laden therein, from any port to the places of those who 110 w are or hereafter 
shall bo at enmity with the said States of the Seven United Provinces of Holland or 
tho said United States of America. It shall be also lawful for the subjects and citizens 
aforesaid to sail with tho ships anil merchandises aforementioned, anil to trade with 
the same liberty and security from the places, ports, and havens of those who are 
enemies of either party, without any opposition or disturbance whatsoever, not only 
directly from the places of the enemy aforementioned to neutral places, but. also frnm 
inio place belonging to an enemy whether they be under the jurisdiction of one and 
the same power or under several. And it is hereby stipulated that free ships shall 
also give a freedom to goods, and that everything shall be deemed to be free and cx- 
rmpt which shall ho found on board the ships belonging to the subjects of either of 
the confederates, although the whole lading, or any part thereof, should appertain to 
the enemies of either, contraband goods being always excepted. It is also agreed in 
like manner that the same liberty be extended to persons who are on board a free 
ship, with this effect, that although they be enemies to both or either party, they are 
not to be taken out of that free ship unless they are soldiers and in the actual service 
of the enemies. 

Article XXIX. 

This liberty of navigation and commerce shall extend to all kinds of merchandises, 
excepting those only which are distinguished by the name of contraband or prohib- 
ilcd goods; and under this name of contraband or prohibited goods, shall be compre- 
hended arms, great guns, bombs, with their fusees, and other things belonging to 
them, fireballs, gunpowder, match, cannon ball, pikes, swords, lances, spears, hal- 
berts, mortars, petards, grenades, saltpetre, muskets, musket ball, helmets, headpieces, 
breastplates, coats of mail, and the like kinds of arms proper for arming soldiers, 
musket rests, belts, horses, with their furniture, and all other warlike instruments 
whatever. These merchandises which follow shall not be reckoned among contra- 
band or prohibited goods; that is to say, all sorts of cloth and all other manufactures 
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made of wool, flax, hemp, silk, cotton, or any other materials whatever. All kinds 
of wearing apparel, together with the species whereof they arc used to he made, gold 
ami silver, as well coined as uncoined, till, iron, lead, copper, brass, as also wheat 
und harley, ami every other kind of corn and pulse, tobacco, and likewise all man- 
lier of spices, salted and smoked flesh, salted listi, cheese and butter, beer, oils, wines, 
cider, sugars, syrup, and all sorts of salt, anil in general all provisions which serve 
to the nourishment of mankind and the sustenance of life; furthermore, all kinds of 
cotton, hemp, flax, tar, pitch, turpentine, ropes, cables, sail, sailcloths, anchors, and 
any parts of anchors ; also ships' masts, planks, hoards, and beams of what trees so- 
ever, and all other filings proper either for building or repairing ships ; and all other 
goods whatsoever which have not been worked into the form of any instrument or 
thing prepared for war, by land or by sea, shall uob he reputed contraband, much less 
such as have been already wrought and made up for any other use, all which shall be 
wholly reckoned among free goods, as likewise all other merchandises and things 
which are not comprehended or particularly mentioned in the foregoing enumeration 
of contraband goods, so that they may he transported and carried in the freest man- 
ner by the subjects and citizens of both confederates even to places belonging to au 
enemy, such towns and places being only excepted as are at that time besieged, 
blocked up, or invested. 

Akticlk XXX. 

To Ibe end that all manner of dissension and quarrels may be prevented and 
avoided on both sides, it is agreed, that in case either of the parties hereto should 
be engaged in war, the ships and vessels belonging to the subjects or citizens of the 
other ally must be furnished with sea letters, or passports, expressing the name, prop- 
erty, or bulk of the ship or vessel, as also the name, place, or habitation of the master 
or commander of the said ship or vessel, that it may appear thereby that the ship 
really and truly belongs to the subjects or citizens of one of the parties, which pass- 
port shall ho made out and granted according to the form annexed to this treaty. 
They shall likewise be recalled every year, that is, if the ship or vessel happens to 
return home within the space of a year. It is likewise agreed that such ships or ves- 
sels being laden are to be provided not only with passports, as above mentioned, hut 
also wilh certilicates containing the several particulars of the cargo, the place from 
whence the ship sailed aud whither she is bound, that so it may be known whether 
any forbidden or contraband goods be onboard the same; which certificates shall 
he made out by the officers of the place whence the ship or vessel set sail in the ac- 
customed form ; aud if any one shall think it fit or advisable to express in the said 
certificates the persons to whom the goods on hoard belong, ho may freely do so. 

Akticlk XXXI. 

The ships or vessels of the subjects or citizens of either of the parties coming upon 
any coasts belonging to either of the said confederates, but not willing to enter into 
port, or, being entered into port, and not willing to unload their cargoes or break 
bulk, shall not bo obliged to give au account of their lading, unless they should be 
suspected on some manifest tokens of carrying to the enemy of the other ally any 
prohibited goods called contrabaud, aud in case of such manifest suspicion, the said 
subjects and citizens of cither of the parties shall be obliged to exhibit in the ports 
their passports and certificates in the manner before specified, 

Akticlk XXXII. 

If the ships or vessels of the said subjects or people of either of the parties shall 
be met with sailing along the coasts, or on the high seas, by any ship of war, priva- 
teer, or armed vessel of the other party, the said ships of war, privateers, or armed 
vessels, for the avoiding of auy disorder, shall remain out of cannon shot, and may 
send their boats on board the merchaut ship which they shall so meet with, and may 
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enter her, to tho number of two or thruo men only, to whom the master or com- 
mander of such ship or vessel shall exhibit his passport, concerning the property of the 
ship or vessel, made out according to the form annexed to this present troaty, and tho 
ship or vessel, after such passport has been shown, shall he free and at liberty lo 
pursue her voyage, so as it shall not ho lawful to molest or search her in any manner 
to give Ler chase, or to force her to quit her Intended course. 

Akticlk xxxin. 

It is also agreed that all goods it lion oneo put on board the ships or vessels of either 
party shall not be Biibjecfc to any further visitation, but all visitation and search 
shall be made beforehand, and all prohibited goods shall he stopped oil the spot, be- 
fore the same be put on hoard the ships or vessels of Iho respective parties, their 
subjects or people ; nor shall the person or goods of the subjects or people of their 
said high mightinesses of the States of tho Seven United Provinces of Holland or the 
said United States of America be put under any arrest or molested by any other kind 
of embargo for that cause, but only the subject of that power by which the said 
goods have been or shall he prohibited, who shall have presumed to sell or alienate 
such sort of goods, may ho duly punished for the offense according to the laws, cus- 
toms, or ordinances of bis own country. 

Article XXXIV. 

Tho two contracting parties grant to each other mutually the liborty of having 
each in the ports of tho other consuls, vice-consuls, agents, and com missionaries of 
their own appointing, whose functions shall bo regulated by particular agreement, 
whenever either party chooses to make such appointment. 

This is a rough plan oTa treaty of commerce which, in consequence of tho appoint- 
ment and instructions of the honorable Mr. Engelbert Francis Van Borckel, counsellor 
pensionary of the city of Amsterdam, to mo, John de Neufville, citizen of the said 
city of Amsterdam, I have perused, considered, and settled with William Lee, esq., 
coiumissioner of Congress, as a proper treaty of commerce to be entered into between 
their high mightinesses the States of the Seven United Provinces of Holland and the 
United States of North America. 

This done at Atx-la-ChopoUe the 4th of September, 177S. 

John de Neufvillr. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Duma a.* 

Passy, October 10, 1773. 
Sir: We have received yours of the 2d instant, with the declaration 
Signed by M. Van Berckel, and his explanatory letter to yon, which 
gave us much pleasure, as they show the good disposition of that re- 
spectable body the burgomasters of Amsterdam towards the United 
States of America, and their willingness, as far as may depend ontliem, 
to promote between the republic of the United Low Countries in Eu- 
rope and the said States " a treaty of perpetual amity, containing re- 
ciprocal advantages with respect to commerce between the subjects of 
the two nations." As that body must be better acquainted than we 
with the method of doing public business in their country, and appear 
to be of the opinion that some previous steps can be taken by them 
which may facilitate and expedite so good a work when circumstances 
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shall permit its uoining under the consideration of their high mighti- 
nesses, we' rely ou their judgment, and hereby request they would take 
those steps, as explained in M, Van Berckel's letter. 

And they may he assured that such a treaty as is described would, at 
this time, meet irith no obstacles on the part of the United States of 
America, who have great esteem and respect for your nation, and that 
nothing wiH he wanting on our part to accomplish the end proposed. 
We would only remark, that the mentioning it in the declaration as a 
thing necessary to precede the conclusion of such a treaty l< that the 
American independence should be acknowledged by the English" is not 
understood by us, who conceive there is no more occasion for such an 
acknowledgment before a treaty with Holland than there was before 
our treaty with Prance. And we apprehend that if that acknowledg- 
ment were really necessary or waited for, England might endeavor to 
make an advantage of it in the future treaty of pacification to obtain 
for it some privileges in commerce perhaps exclusive of Holland. We 
wish, therefore, that idea to be laid aside, and that no further mention 
may be made to us of England in this business. 

We are, sir, your most obedient humble servants, 

B. Franklin. 

Arthur Lee. 

John Adams. 



Vergeniies to Lee.* 
[Translation.] 

Versailles', October 17, 1778. 
Sir : 1 have received the letter you did me the honor to write to me 
the 12th instant. I have examined its contents with that attention 
which is due to the interest I take in everything that respects the pros- 
perity of the United States, and it is my opinion that you will act pru- 
dently in suspending the measures you wish to take at the court of 
Madrid, with the view of ascertaining its principles and resolutions 
with regard to America. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Yergennes. 



S^rtiiie to tlie Commissioners at Paris.! 
[Translation. ] 

Marly, October 19, 1778. 
Gentlemen: I have received the two letters with which you have 
honored me on the subject of the claims of Mr. Izard to goods cap- 
tured in the Nile. I observed to you in my letter of the 17th instant 

« 1 Sparks' Piu, Rev. Corr., 530 t Ibid-, 349. 
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that the government could only interfere when the laws were insuffi. 
dent ; and that its interposition would be misplaced when they were 
plain and precise. You must feel all the justice of this principle bet- 
ter than any person whatever, and I do not doubt that eases may occur 
in wbieh you may yourselves appeal to it. 

The capture of the Nile and of lier cargo has beeu declared good. 
To order a particular restitution, and deprive the captors of property 
which they have acquired provisionally at least, would be au interfer- 
ence of the government with the laws, and would introduce a danger- 
ous precedent in the proceedings established by bis majesty relative to 
prizes. The more firmly you are convinced that the claims of Mr. 
Izard are conformable to the treaty, the more ready you should be to 
believe that they will be favorably received, and the expenses of a suit 
are inconsiderable. It is true that they might have been avoided if 
Mr. Izard's property bad been shown before the first sentence, because 
then it would only have been necessary to prove the property, which 
seems to me indisputable ; but in the present state of things I am sorry 
that it is impossible for him to avoid the necessary forms to which his 
majesty has subjected his allies as well as his own subjects. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Sartine.* 



A. Lee to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. | 

Paris, October 19, 1778. 
Gentlemen : Our affairs in Holland, both as to the treaty and loan, 
are in a promising state. The King of Naples and of Sicily has de- 
clared to us in form, by his ambassador here, that his ports are open to 
all vessels belonging to the United States. As the success of our cause 
gains ground daily in the opinion of mankind, I imagine this winter 
will produce us some more declared friends among the European 
powers. 

The enemy appears to have no system about continuing the war or 
ending it on the terms which Congress has marked out to them. A lit- 

* The abovu was thus communicated to Mr. Izard : 

Passy, October 22, 1778. 
Siii: We have .just now the honor of a letter from M. de Saitine, dated the 19th, 
which we snppose in his excellency's ultima latin concerning your effects taken in the 
Jiite, and we therefore take tbe earlieBt opportunity to enclose you a copy of it, that 
you may be able to take your measures in consequence of it, in which we suppose 
there is no time to be lost. 

Wo have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, yours, etc., 

U. Franklin. 
Ahtuur Lbk. 
John Adams. 

tMSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 521. 
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tie success in privateering since the commencement of hostilities lias 
given a in omen ta ry exhilaration to their depressed spirits; ami the ex- 
pectation of a speedy peace, which is artfully circulated by ministerial 
agents, keeps them from entirely sinking. 

I find by a specimen which did not reach me until the goods were 
shipped that 1 have been most egregiously imposed upon in the fusils 
sent from Berlin. I mean to complain of it to the King of Prussia's 
minister, as it was the king's coutractor that furnished thjjm by his or- 
der. The impositions that we daily meet with are in consequence of an 
opinion prevailing among individuals that as we are not acknowledged 
they may do it with impunity. 

No movements yet on the part of Spain. I have consulted Count de 
Vergenues on the propriety of my taking any measures to bring that 
court to a decision. His advice is iu these words; " My opinion is that 
you will act prudently to suspend the advances which you desire to 
make to that court, with the view of ascertaining its principles and reso- 
lutions with regard to America." 

Agreeably to this advice I shall wait the positive orders of Oougress, 
unless some change of circumstances should make it evidently prudent 
and necessary for me to act before they arrive. 

I beg my humble duty may be recommended to Congress, and have 
the honor to be, etc. 

AttxHUK Lee, 



Franklin to Hartley." 

Pa&sy, October 20, 17T8. 
Dear Bui: I received your favor of the 9th instant, with a copy of 
the letter from the admiralty office relative to the proposed exchange 
of prisoners, in which the precise number of those we have here is 
desired. I can not at present give it you, they beiug disposed in dif- 
ferent parts, and indeed it will always be difficult to be precise in it, 
the number continually changing by new prisoners brought in and some 
escaping. I think the list I formerly sent you was near two hundred, t 
since which sixty odd have been brought into France from the North 
Seas by Captain McNeil and some by others of our cruisers, ami I just 
now hear that we have one hundred more in Spain, taken by one of our 
privateers in two New York packets, one going thither, the other 
returning, eighty -eight of which are officers of your army. I wish your 
lordships could have seen it well to exchange upon account, but though 
they may not think it safe trusting to us, we shall make no difficulty iu 
trusting to them. And to expedite the exchange and save the time 

*MSS. Dep. State; 6 Bigelow's Franklin, 216. 

IN. B. (l>y Hartley).— In July there were about two hundred and fifty-eight and 
some inast men, according to the Hat then sent, which I transmitted to the admiralty 
in July last. 

51 WH — VOL 11 



802 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, 



tbat obtaining a correct list would require we make this proposition: 
tbat if tbeir lordships will send us over two hundred and fifty of our 
people we will deliver all we have in France. If the number we have 
falls short of the two hundred and fifty the cartel ship may take back 
as many of those she brings as the deficiency amounts to, delivering no 
more than she receives. If our number exceeds the two hundred and 
fifty we will deliver them all nevertheless, their lordships promising to 
send us immediately a number equal to the surplus. We would thus 
wish to commence, by this first advance, that mutual confidence which 
it would be for the happiness of mankind that nations should maintain 
honorably with each other, though engaged iu war. I hope this will 
remove all obstructions to a speedy completion of the business, as the 
winter approaches and the poor prisoners on both sides may suffer in 
it extremely. 

Congress. — Franklin s Commission and Instructions.* 

October 21, 1778. 
The committee appointed to prepare a letter of credence notifying 
to his most Christian majesty the appointment of Benjamin Franklin, 
esq., to be the minister plenipotentiary of these States at the court of 
France, and also the draught of instructions to the said minister, 
brought iu the draught of a letter which was agreed to. 

"To our great, faithful, and beloved friend and ally Louis the Sixteenth, 
Kino of France and Navarre. 

u Great, faithful, and beloved iriend and ally: The prin- 
ciples of equality and reciprocity ou which you haveeutered into treaties 
with us give you an additional security for that good i'aith with which 
we shall observe them from motives of honor and of affection to your 
majesty. The distinguished part you have taken iu the support of the 
liberties and independence of these States can not but inspire them 
with the most ardent wishes for the interest and the glory of France. 

" We have nominated Benjamin Franklin, esq., to reside at your court 
iu quality of our minister plenipotentiary, that he may give you more 
particular assurances of the grateful sentiments which you have excited 
in us and iu each of the United States. We beseech you to give en tire 
credit to everything which he shall deliver on our part, more especially 
when he shall assure yon of the permanency of our friendship; and we 
pray God that he wiil keep your majesty, our great, faithful, and beloved 
friend and ally, iu his most holy protection. 

Done at Philada. the - day of October, 1778, by the Congress of 
North America, your good friends and allies. 

Signed H. L., President. 

Attest, C. T., Secretary. 



*MSS. Dep. of State; printed secret journals of Congress, the Latter baing imperfect. 
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Tlie same commissioner also brought, in a draught of instructions, 
which were taken into consideration, A motion being made to strike 
out the word "protection " and instead thereof to insert "further assist- 
ance," and the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gerry, 

New Hampshire Mr. Bartlett Aye. 

(Mr. S. Adams No. 1 

Massachusetts 5J r ' T Ge "T,- U. 

1 Mr. Lovell No, f 

I Mr. Hoi ton Aye. J 

. Rhode Island Mr. Merchant Aye. 

Connect icnt..... \ L Ir ' ^"'^V lo. 

I Mr. Ellsworth No. j 

New York { jjj -J}-. J No . 

{^.ffirf.:::::::^: \«°- 

^» |SESS^.:::::::::£ 

Maryland Mr. Henry Aye, Aye. 

I Mr. R. H. Lee ...No. 1 

Virginia J Mr. M. Smith No. >No. 

( Mr. Grtlliu No. } 

£ Mr. Peuu No. ) 

North Carolina < Mr. Harnett No. >No. 

{ Mr. Williams No. } 

i Mr. Laurens No. ) 

South Carolina < Mr. Drayton No. >No. 

( Mr. Hntsou No. \ 

t Mr. Walton No. ) 

Georgia < Mr. Telfair Aye. ^No. 

( Mr. Laugworthy No. ) 

So it passed in the negative. 

A motion was then made to expunge the whole clause, to wit, <( You 
are further to assure him that they consider this speedy aid not only as 
a testimony of his majesty's fidelity to the engagements he hath entered 
into, but as an earnest of that protection which they hope from his 
power and magnanimity and as a bond of gratitude to the union founded 
on mutual interest." 

And on the question to agree to that clause, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Merchant, 

New Hampshire Mr. Bartlett Aye. Aye. 

{Mr, Adams Aye. 
Sir! LovSi:::::;::;;:::Aye. 
Mr. Holtou No. 

Rhode Island Mr. Marchant No. No. 

rt ..j. . ( Mr. Sherman No, ? n 

CoDDect.eot j Mr E | l3Worth Aye . \ 0, 

„ , 4 Mr. Duer .Ayo, ) .„ 

New York..... j Mr Qi mni3 A £ e _ J Aye. 

4 Mr. Witherspoon Aye. ) . „, 

New Jersey | Mr- Sender Aye. \ A ^' 

_ , . (Mr Roberdeau .-. Aye.). , 

Pennsylvania J Mr. Clingan -Aye. j 

Maryland Mr. Henry 
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( Mr. K. H. Leo.. Aye. 1 

Virginia J Mr. M. Smith Aye. SAyo. 

( Mr. Griffin Ayo. ) 

I Mr. Perm - ■ ■ ■ Aye. > 

Korth Carolina { Mr. Harnett Ayo. SAyo. 

I Mr, WMiania Aye. ) 

i Mr. Laurens Aye. > 

SouLk Carolina I Mr. Drayton Aye. ,>Aye. 

( Mr. Mathews Aye. ) 

I Mr. Walton Aye. ) 

Georgia 2 Mr, Telfair -Aye. SAyo. 

{ Mr, Laiigwortliy ... Aye. > 

So it was resolved in the affirmative.* 



Congress. — Presentation of Sword to La Payette, t 

October 21, 1778. 
Resolved, That the minister plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America at the court of Versailles be directed to cause an elegant sword, 
with proper devices, to be made and presented in the name of the 
United States to the Marquis do la Fayette. 



A.Lee to Schuleubergt 

OHAILLOT, October 21, 1778. 

Sib : Your excellency had the goodness to write me on the Kith of 
January last iu the following words: "As to the fusils and other arms 
of our manufacture, you will have liberty to purchase the in, and the 
bankers Splittgerher, who have charge of the fabrication of arms, will 
be instructed to deliver to you whatsoever may be demanded on your 
part. I subjoin a note of the prices, which are the same as the king 
pays, and add, that the fusils for the infantry may be had at a little 
lower price if regard is only bad to the solidity of the work, without 
insisting on that exact uniformity which the king requires." 

In consequence of this. I ordered eight hundred fusils for infantry, of 
the best kind, from the Messrs. Splittgerber, and paid them their own 
price i mmediately. My intention was to arm a regiment, that the whole 
ariny might judge of the superiority of the Prussian model. The fu- 
sils were sent by Hamburg to Bordeaux, aud were shipped from thence 
to America, a case having previously been opened and a fusil taken 
out and sent to me. By this specimen 1 find that the fusils, so far 
from the sort at present used iu his Prussian Majesty's army, are di- 
rectly the reverse, and of the worst and most ordinary workmanship 
that can be imagined. 1 do assure your excellency that they are such 

* Here follow instructions as given infra, ttmlor date October 26", 1773. 
1 MSS. Dej>. of Btiite; secret journals of Congress. 
} 1 Sparks' Dip. Eev. Corr., b22. 
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as our militia would reject, and appear to me and others, who are com- 
petent judges, to be old rejected muskets. Tbe ramrod is not a quar- 
ter of an inch in diameter, aud the lock holes that receive it narrow 
and of the same diameter above and below ; so that the Prussian man- 
ner of charging is impracticable with these fusils. The observation 
I made a thousand times over of the fusils which the troops of Berlin 
used enables me to assure yon that this is a. most egregious imposi- 
tion in beiug sent as the same, and I am sure they would no't sell iu 
Europe for 6 livres apiece. 

My merchant at Bordeaux, the commercial agent of Congress, as- 
sures me that he took the fusil, from which I form my judgment, with 
his own hand out of one of tbe cases sent from Messrs. Splittgerber, 
through the house of Ohapeaurouge at Hamburg. 

I therefore entreat your excellency to oblige these men to do me jus- 
tice. I am not so much offended at the imposition, for the money it 
has defrauded me of, as for the disgrace it will bring on the manufac- 
tures of Pmssia, aud the disappointment of the plan I had formed to 
introduce tbem into the United States. Tbe mildest reparation which 
I conceive can be demanded of the Messrs. Splittgerber is that they 
seud immediately to Bordeaux, at their own expense, eight hundred 
fusils, such as are ordered, that is, of the present Prussian form and the 
best workmanship. Those that they have sent I will order to be sold 
in America, aud the net amount of what they bring shall be paid to 
them. 

I have tbe honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Vergeimes to A. Lee." 

[Translation, ] 

Versailles, October 24, 1778. 
SIR: I have received, with great, sensibility, the news which you have 
obtained by the way of Spain. It is a very great fatality that the un- 
lucky gale of wind separated the squadrons just as Count d'Estaing 
had joined the English. He then bad a superiority, which be must 
have lost if the Admirals Byron and Parker have joined Lord Howe. 
We are very impatient to receive some direct accounts from our vice- 
admiral. We flatter ourselves that the favorable winds will bring 
some dispatches from him, I request you, in tbe mean time, sir, to 
communicate whatever news you may receive through other channels. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Ver&ennes. 



* 1 Sparks' Dip. Kev. Corr., 523. 
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Genet to Adams." 

A Versailles, ce 24 Octobre 17 78. 

Monsieur : Je viensde traduiro pourMonseigneur le Comte de Yer- 
genues les clivers papiers de la Gazette de New-York que vous trouve- 
rez dans le fragment ci-joiut d'une gazette anglaise da 17 de ce mois. 
11 n'est pas douteux que le prochaiu Courier de l'Europe tie contienue 
mie traduction de ees divers papiers. Toute la France y verra un des 
deux cotes de la question, e'est a dire, eelui sous lequel les Com- 
inissaires anglais la presenter! t, sans voir en meine temps ce quo les 
Americains peuveut y repondre, pareeqne les gazettes ainericaines oil 
seront sans dotite les reponses convenables, ue pourrout pas arriver en 
Europe aussitot qu'il couviendroit. 

Je prends la liberie de vous prier en consequeuce, non pas d'y rcqiou- 
dre en votre uoin, mais de me fournir des notes d'apres lesquellesje 
puisse, dans le No. 58 des Affaires & , Ang]eterre\ qui paroitra incessa- 
meut, combattre les assertions mjurieuses des Commissaires anglais, et 
eontre le Congres et contre les ineuibres ; notamment sur Particle des 
boites de cartouches des troupes du General Burgoyne; surl'etatou 
sont aetuellement ces troupes a Boston, etc. 

J'en ferai usage, com me de reflexions et observations venant d'un 
particulier ignore, et au moins nos euuemis communs n'aurout point 
Pa vantage que l'Europe se reraplisse de ses inculpations contre le Con- 
gres et la France, saus que quelqu'un essaye de reuiettre les esprits sur 
la bonne voie. 

Je euis avec respect, monsieur, etc., 

Genet.} 

P. S. — Plutot vous pourrez m'euvoyer vos observations, mieux ce 
sera. 

* 7 J. Adams" Works, 59. 

tTIie name of a periodical publication, then issued for the purposes indicated in 
the. letter. 

[This gentleman was premier commit in the office of interpreters, under the Count 
deVergenues, or, inEnglish phrase, an under Secretary of State in the office of foreign 
arlairs. He spoke the English language with great propriety and facility; was a man 
of letters and an excellent writer, a zealous advocate for America, and very friendly 
to all Americans. Ho conducted the Mei ciire de France, in which he published many 
little speculations for me, and indeed himself and his whole family were always very 
civil and friendly to me. He was the father of M. Genet, the minister plenipoteu- 
( i.iry from the French Republic to the United States, who has been so much celebrated 
in this country. [Letters to the Boston Patriot, 1803.] 



OCTOBER 2G, 1778. 



807 



Laurens, President of Congress, to Franklin, Minister Plenipotentiary to 

the Court, of France. * 

October 26, 1778. 

We, the Congress of tlie United States of North America, Laving 
thought it proper to appoint you their minister plenipotentiary to the 
court of his most Christian majesty, you shall in all things, according 
to the best of your knowledge and abilities, promote the interest and 
honor of the said States at that court, with a particular attention to the 
following instructions.! 

* MSS, Dep. of State ; 2 Sparks' Dtp. Rev. Corr., 44. 

tThe instructions to Franklin, prepared at this period, were drafted by Gouverneur 
Morris, who, according to Sparks (1, Life of 6. Morris, 188, 191), conferred on the 
subject with Gerard, then French minister at Philadelphia. At Gerard's suggestion 
Morris consented to strike out a clause in the instructions in which France was to 
be asked to unite in a plan (or driving the British from the principal ports, so as 
to enable an American navy to be built up, and to weaken the British bold on 
tbe great arteries of trade. To this it was objected by Gerard that an American 
navy could uot in time of peace bo huilt up under two years, and then in war it would 
be liable at any time to destruction by the British naval force; and it was further 
objected that to dispossess the enemy of sill the ports of the States would he ini possi- 
ble, and to drive them from one would only he to transfer their strength to another. 
The appeal for aid In tbe conquest of Canada remained in a modified form, though 
Gerard, in his conversation with Morris, let it be understood that France did not en- 
courage this particular enterprise, nor feel herself hound by treaty to take any steps 
to further it. Gerard also let it be understood that France would be obliged to dis- 
countenance any aggressions by the United States upon Spain. "It seemed to him 
important" {according to Sparks' summary of a dispatch of Gerard to Vergennes of 
October 20, 1778) "for the United States to give some surety to that power by fixing 
certain limits which should not be passed. In answer to Mr. Morris' question as to 
tbe uature and extent of this surety, M, Gerard said that the renunciation of any 
design upon Pensacola, Mobile, and St. Augustine, and even of the navigation of the 
Mississippi, would perhaps be necessary to accomplish an object so important to botb 
parties and insure the confidence and friendship of Spain. Mr, Morris replied that 
many of Ids colleagues tbought it was time to pass a law de coereendo imperii) \ that to 
extend the territory of tbe United States farther to the south and west would be 
rather to weaken than confirm the Union, and that the poverty and vigor of the 
north were the best safeguards of tbe Republic. He said these same persons consid- 
ered it for tbe interest of the Confederation that the navigation of tbe Mississippi as 
high up as the mouth of tbe Ohio should appertain exclusively to bis catholic majesty, 
cause it would be the only means of retaining under dependence to the Republic tbe 
mass of population which would spring up between the Ohio and the lakes and in 
the eastern settlements of Virginia; that tbe inhabitants of these immense regions, 
whether English or Americans, bavins an outlet down the St. Lawrence on the one 
side and tbe Mississippi on the other, would be in a condition to domineer over the 
power of the United States, and even of Spain, and would in the end render them- 
selves independent. 

"Mr. Gerard asked if this was the general sense of Congress, for he knew several 
members who thought the navigation of the Mississippi should belong equally to the 
English and Americans. Mr. Morris answered that these topics had uot been agi- 
tated in such a manner as to come to any positive result, but the prevalent feeling 
was that it would not be expedient to extend dominion to the south, and he believed 
the persons who wished to take possession of the Floridas bad a scheme of ceding 
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1. Yon are im mediately to assure bis most Ckristain majesty that 
these States eutertain tlie highest sense of bis exertions in their favor, 
particularly by sending the respectable squadron under tbe Count 
d'Estaing, which would probably have terminated the war in a speedy 
and honorable maimer if nuforeseen and nn fortunate circumstances 
bad not intervened. 

Ton are further to assure him that they consider this speedy aid not 
only as a testimony of his majesty's fidelity to the engagements he has 
entered into, but as an earnest of that protection which they hope from 
his power and magnanimity, and as a bond of gratitude lo the union, 
founded on mutual interest. 

2. You shall by the earliest opportunity, and on every necessary 
occasion, assure the king and bis ministers that neither the Congress nor 
any of the States they represent have at all swerved from their deter- 
mination to be independent, made in July, 1776. But as tbe declara- 
tion was made in the face of the most powerful fleet and army which 
could have been expected to operate against them, and without any tlie 
slightest assurance of foreign aid, so, alt ho ugh in a defenseless situ- 
ation, and harassed by the secret machinations and designs of intestine 
foes, they have, under the exertions of that force during those bloody 
campaigns, persevered in their determination to be free; and that 
they have been inflexible in this determination, notwithstanding the in- 
terruption of their commerce, the great sufferings they have experi- 
enced from the want of those things which it procured, and the unex- 
ampled barbarity of their enemies. 

3. You are to give the most pointed and positive assurances that 
although the Congress are earnestly desirous of peace, as well to 
arrange their finances and recruit the exhausted state of their country, 
as to spare the further effusion of blood, yet they will faithfully per- 
form their engagements, and afford every assistance in their power to 
prosecute the war for the great purposes of the alliance. 

4. You shall endeavor lo obtain the king's consent to expunge from 
the treaty of commerce the eleventh and twelfth articles, as inconsist- 
ent with that equality and reciprocity which form the best security to 
perpetuate the whole. 

5. You are to exert yourself to procure the consent of the court of 
Prance that all American seamen who may be taken on board of Brit- 

theui to Spain for a pecuniary consideration ; and that some of those at least who 
were betit on seeming the navigation of the Mississippi were interested in the new 
eslablislmieut.s in tli:tt i|!i:irlcr."— 1 Sparks' Morris, l'.ll. 

As to the last point there must have been a misunderstanding on the partof Gerard. 
Whatever may have been Morris' own conviction of the impolicy of a south western 
extension of the United States, it is not likely that he would have charged those 
members who differed with him with being governed by interest in the new "estab- 
lishments" in the southwest. 

The action of Congress on these instructions is given numra, under date of Oct. 21, 
1*78. 
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ish vessels may, if they choose, bo permitted to enter on board 
of American vessels ; in return for which yon are authorized to stipu- 
late that all Frenchmen who may be taken on board of British vessels 
by vessels belonging to the United States shall be delivered up to per- 
sons appointed for that purpose by his most Christaiu majesty. 

6. You are to suggest to the ministers of his most Christian majesty 
the advantage that would result from entering on board the ships of 
these States British seamen who may be made prisoners, thereby im- 
pairing the force of the enemy, and strengthening the hands of his 
ally. 

7. You are also to suggest the fatal consequences which would fol- 
low to the commerce of the common enemy if, by confining the war to 
the European and Astatic seas, the coasts of America could be so far 
freed from the British fleets as to furnish a safe asylum to the frigates 
and privateers of the allied nations and their prizes. 

8. You shall constantly inculcate the certainty of ruining the British 
fisheries on the banks of Newfoundland, and consequently the British 
marine, by reducing Halifax and Quebec; since by that means they 
would be exposed to alarm and plunder, and deprived of the necessary 
supplies formerly drawn from America, The plan proposed to Congress 
for compassjng these objects is herewith transmitted for your more par- 
ticular instruction.* 

9. You are to lay before the court the deranged state of our finances, 
together with the. causes thereof; and show the necessity of placing 
them on a more respectable footing, in order to prosecute the war with 
vigor on the part of America, Observations on that subject are here- 
with transmitted, t and more particular instructions shall be sent when- 
ever the necessary steps previous thereto shall have been taken. 

10. You are, by every means in your power, to promote a perfect 
harmony, concord, and good understanding, not only between the allied 
powers, but also between and among their subjects, that the connection 
so favorably begun may be perpetuated. 

11. You shall in all things take care not to make any engagements or 
stipulations on the part of America without the consent of America 
previously obtained. 

We pray God to further you with his goodness in the several objects 
hereby recommended, and that he will have you in his holy keeping. 
Doneat Philadelphia the 26th day of October, 1773. 
By the Congress : 

n. Laurens, President. 

•For copy of tbisi pla.ii see secref jonrnuU, vol. i, p. 111. 
tSee secret journals, vol. 2, p. I IB. 
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Franklin to Hartley.* 

PASST, October 26, 1778. 
My Dear Friend: I received yours, without date, containing an 
old Scotch song, full of natural sentiment and beautiful simplicity. I 
can not make an entire application of it to present circumstances, but 
taking it in parts, and changing persons, someof it is extremely apropos. 
First, Jennie may be supposed old England, and Jamie America. 
Jennie laments the loss of Jamie, and recollects with pain his love for 
her, his industry in business to promote her wealth aud welfare, and 
her own ingratitude. 

Yonug Jamie loyed rue wee]. 

And sought, me for bis bride, 

But saving ane crown, 

Ho li:id nai thing beside, 
To make the crown a pound, my Jamie gaiigod to sea, 
And the crown and the pound were all for rae. 

Her grief for this separation is expressed very pathetically. 

The ship was a wreck, 
Why did ua Jennie dee ; 
O, why was I spared 
To cry, Wae is me ! 

There is no doubt that honest Jamie had still so much lovo for her as 
to pity her in his heart, though he might, at the same time, be not a little 
angry with her. Towards the conclusion wo must change the persons, 
and let Jamie be old England, Jennie America. Then honest Jenuie, 
having made a treaty of marriage with Gray, expresses her Arm resolu- 
tion of fidelity in a manner that does honor to her good sense and her 
virtue. 

I may not think of Jamie, 
For that would he a sin. 
But I maim do my best, 
A gudo wife to be ; 
For ftold Robin Cray 
Is very kind to me. 

You ask my sentiments on a trueo for five or seven years, in which no 
mention should be made of that stumbling block to England, the inde- 
pendence of America. 

I must tell yon fairly and frankly that there can be no treaty of peace 
with us in which France is not included. But I think a treaty might 
be made between the three powers, in which England, expressly renounc- 
ing the dependence of America, seems no more necessary than her re- 
nouncing the title of King of France, which has always been claimed 
for her kings. Yet perhaps it would be better for England to act 
nobly aud generously on the occasion, by granting more than she could 
at present be compelled to grant; make America easy on the score of 

■ 8 Sparks' Franklin, 299 ; C Bigelow's Franklin, 217. 
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old claims ; cede all that remains in North America, anil thus conciliate 
and strengthen a young power which she wishes to have a future and 
serviceable friend. 1 do not think England would be a loser by such a 
cession. She may hold her remaining possessions there, but not without 
a vast expense ; and they would be occasions of constant jealousies, 
frequent quarrels, and renewed wars. The United States, continually 
growing stronger, will have them at last; and by tlie generous conduct 
above hinted at all the intermediate loss of blood and treasure might 
be spared, and solid lasting peace promoted. This seems to me good 
counsel, but I know it can not be followed.' 

The friend yon mention must always be welcome to me, with or with- 
out the cheeses, but 1 do not see how his coming hither could he of any 
use at present, unless in tho quality of a plenipotentiary, to treat of a 
sincere peace between all parties. 

Your commissioners are acting very indiscreetly in America. They 
first spoke very disrespectfully of our good ally. They have since 
called in question the power of Congress to treat with them, and have 
endeavored to begin a dispute about the detention of Burgoyue's troops, 
au affair which I conceive not to be within their commission. They are 
vainly trying by publications to excite the people against the Con- 
gress. Governor Johnstoue has been attempting to bribe the members, 
and without the least regard to truth has asserted three propositions f 
which he says he will undertake to prove. The two first I know to he 
false, and 1 believe the third to be so. The Congress have refused to 

"Mr. Hartley had written as follows: "I have told yon before that my heart ia always 
set upon peace. In the present circumstances between the two countries I can only 
think of the proposition to mediate. You may as easily imagine that the immediate 
aod explicit acknowledgment of independence most be as grating to this country 
ay I can that America will not finally depart from it. The answer of the Congress to 
the commissioners seems to imply this. What think you of suspending this point for 
fiveorseven years by a truce, and that nothing in the interim shall impeach their inde- 
pendence? If such a proposition as this would bring tho parties together, I think 
there would not he wanting a member of Parliament to propose it to the House." 

t Governor Johnstone was one of the liritiah commissioners for treating with Con- 
gress. These propositions were contained in a letter written by him to Frauds Dana, 
a member of Congress, and dated at Philadelphia, Jntio 10, 1778. "There are three 
facta," said he, " which I wish to assure yon of. First, that Dr. Franklin, on the2Sth 
of March last, in discussing the several art idea we wish to make the basis of our treaty, 
was perfectly satisfied that they were beneficial to North America, and such as she should 
accept. Second, that this treaty with France was not tbe first treaty that France 
had exacted, and with which Mr. Simeon Deane had put to sea, but granted and 
acceded to after tbe sentiments of tho people of Great Britain bad fully changedj 
after the friends of America had gained their points for reconciliation, and solely 
with a view to disappoint the good effects of our endeavors. The third fact is, that 
Spain, unasked, had sent a formal message, disapproving of the conduct of France.'' 

Subsequent events proved this third fact as uufouuded as the two first. Although 
Spaiu did not accede to the treaty, yet she joined France the year following in the 
war against England, and continued it till tho general peace. See letter to Joseph 
Keed, dated March 19, 1780.— Sparks, 
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treat with the commissioners while he continues one of them, ami he 
has therefore resigned. 

These gentlemen do not appear well qualified for their business. I 
think they will never heal t!>e breach, but they may iciden it. 
I am, my very dear friend, yours, most affectionately, 

B. Franklin. 



Sartine to the Commissioners at Paris.* 
[Translation.] 

Marly, October 26, 1778. 

Gentlemen: I have replied only to the first parti of your letter of 
the 12th instant; the second also contains important matter. It would, 
doubtless, be desirable to restore to their country the American seamen 
who have been retained by the force of habit, or by compulsion, in the 
English service, aud to gain the double advautage of increasing the 
strength of the Americans, while we destroy that of the enemy. But 
the means appear to me as difficult as to yourselves ; and in tbe 
present state of things we can not flatter ourselves that we shall suc- 
ceed in the attempt. 

Tou request, at the least, that the citizens of the United States, taken 
since the commencement of hostilities, in the English service, should 
be surrendered to you. This general demand requires a serious atten- 
tion, aud I shall lay it before his majesty. With respect to the four 
prisoners whose liberation you more particularly request, it is with 
great pleasure I hat I transmit orders toDenant to place them at your 
disposal. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Sartine. 



Dumas to the Commissioners at Paris. \ 

[Translation.! 

Hague, October 27, 177S. 
Gentlemen : I received your favor of the 16th last Saturday. It is 
precisely what 1 should have desired. The Grand Pensionary is highly 
pleased with it. I went the same day to read it to our friend and gave 
him a copy, attested by my signature. It gave him much pleasure; 
aud he has repeatedly assured me that it would be extremely agreeable 
to the burgomasters of the city, whom he was eager to inform how you 
would answer to the measure he had engaged them to adopt, in pro- 

*1 Sparks' Din. Rev. Corr.,349. \ Ibid., 351, 
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curing from tliem authority to make the declaration,* and write me the 
letter of which you have copies, and the duplicates of which are lodged 
in the city house. He urged me to assure you that the mention of 
England wns not introduced with the design of making anything depend 
on the pleasure of that power, but merely to show the situation of the 
city, which, for the present, can only wish that the English may be 
prevented from making any further opposition to our mutual connection. 
In fine, he is now prepared to act, on his return, at a convenient oppor- 
tunity. 

The memorial of the merchants has been presented to their high 
mightinesses. Herewith I transmit that presented to the prince last 
Saturday. Our friend remitted it to me the same day, and I have 
thought it deserving of a translation for your inspection. He inquired 
anxiously for good news from America; and I replied that the situation 
of America was by no meaus critical, and that I was less anxious about 
it than about this republic. 

M. de Welderen has sent the reply of Lord Suffolk to the represen- 
tations of their high mightinesses. " The court of London," he says, 
"is willing to restore all the vessels seized, with costs and charges, and 
to pay for the naval stores, which it shall retain; but its ambassador 
will submit to their high mightinesses a proposition to alter the treaties 
on this point, and to consent to declare these articles contraband in 
future." 

Fortunately, unanimity is necessary to grant this consent, aud Am- 
sterdam will not allow even the entering upon such a negotiation, 
Suffolk adds, as a proof of bis king's moderation, " that he has not yet 
called for the aid which the republic is obliged by treaties to furnish 
him;" as if the republic had guarantied to England the monopoly of 
America. This is extraordinary. Three of us here believe that this 
letter was not written in Euglaud, and has only returned hither. 

The secretary of their high mightinesses is very much piqued on ac- 
count of the freedom with which the committee of merchants addressed 
him, who, by reason of his equivocal answer, accused him of being in 
the English interest, like the majority of the chief men here. It is said 
that it is truth only which is offensive. 

I have finished the translation of the opinion of the city of Amster- 
dam, inserted iu the acts of the republic September 8. I am prepar- 
ing copies of it for yon gentlemen aud for Congress. Wheu yours is 
finished I shall forward it, with the request that you will have two 
copies of it made by a skillful and exact French copyist, aud send them 
to Congress as duplicates aud triplicates of that which I shall transmit 
to it from this place; for on the one hand I consider this paper impor- 
tant and useful to the United States, both for the precise and authentic 
information which it affords relative to the present condition, political, 

* See Van Bercliel'a declaration, aiijjra, Sept. SJIi, 177ij. 



814 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



military, etc., of this republic, ami as an example of the evils it has 
drawn upon itself for the last century by interfering too much with the 
imaginary balance of power and with the wars of the European States, 
thus imposing upon itself the burden of a standing army, which has 
swallowed up its navy and subjected it to an imperious rival, etc.; and 
on the other hand, this long paper occupies my time, which is valuable 
to me, and fatigues my hand, which, uu fortunately, is not steady. My 
translation has been approved by our friend. It would be well to have 
it translated into English also; and if you had a translator who under- 
stood Butch, I could transmit you the original. 
I am, gentlemeD, etc., 

Dumas. 



Lee and Lovell, Committee of Foreign Affairs to Franklin.' 

Philadelphia, October 28, 1778. 
SlK: As the Marquis de la Fayette wilt deliver this, we refer you to 
his conversation, in addition to the gazettes, for an account of the 
movements of the enemy, lie will doubtless gain some further knowl- 
edge of them before be leaves Boston than we are yet possessed of. We 
shall speedily have opportunities of forwarding duplicates and tripli- 
cates of what he now carries, and upon any material event we shall 
dispatch a vessel occasionally. Enclosed with other papers is a resolve 
of Congress of the 22d, which we have officially sent to all the com- 
missioners. 

We must earnestly request that, as we shall have opportunities of 
frequently conveying to you gazettes and other species of intelligence, 
you would strive to communicate, in the speediest and best way, to the 
gentlemen at tbe other courts what they are alike interested to know, 
that they may prosecute in the best manner the service of these States 
abroad. An exaet copy of your credentials is among the papers here- 
with sent. 

We wish you success in your new commission, and are, with much 
regard, etc, 

E. H. Lee. 
James Lovell. 



Lee and Lovell, Committee of Foreign Affairs to Adams, i 

Philadelphia, October 28, 1778. 
Sir: While we officially communicate to you the enclosed resolve, 
the foundation of which you can not remain a stranger to, we must en- 
treat you to be assiduous in sending to those commissioners who have 
left France and gone to the courts for which they were respectively ap- 

• MS5. Dftp. of State ; 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Corr,, 46. 
ilbid., 563; 7 Jobs Aclaiiih' Works, CO. 
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pointed all the American intelligence, which you have greater oppor- 
tunity than they of receiving from hence, particularly to Mr. Izard and 
Mr. William Lee. We do not often send more than one set of gazettes 
by one opportunity, and we hear of several vessels which have mis- 
carried. 

Congress must and will speedily determine upon the arrangement of 
their foreign affairs. This is become, so far as regards you, peculiarly 
necessary upon a new commission being sent to Dr. Franklin, In the 
mean time we hope you will exercise your whole extensive abilities on 
the subject of our finances. The doctor will communicate to yon our 
situation in that regard. 

To the gazettes and to conversation with the Marquis de la Fayette 
we must refer you for what relates to our enemies, and close with our 
most cordial wishes for your happiness. 
Your affectionate frieuds, 

It. H. Lee. 
James Lovell. 



Lee and Lovell, Committee of Foreign Affairs, to W. Lee." 

Philadelphia, October 28, 1778. 

Sir; The enclosed resolve, it is hoped, will he productive of singular 
advantage, so far as relates to you, who must depend greatly for Amer- 
ican intelligence on your connections at Paris. Congress have been 
and are exceedingly loaded with business, and of late have met with 
some singular interruptions in the intended general arrangement of 
their foreign affairs, so that they have yet only decided in respect to 
Dr. Franklin, their minister plenipotentiary at the court of France. 

Our first and most pressing business is the appreciation of our cur- 
rency. This point accomplished, our enemies themselves will acknowl- 
edge their hopes of conquering us at an end. The British commis- 
sioners, sent on a foolish and wicked errand to America, are returning 
home completely disappointed ; and there is reason, from appearances, 
to think that the land forces of Britain are gradually withdrawing from 
these States. It is probable that the Marquis de la Fayette, by whom 
this letter goes, will obtain in Boston further knowledge than we now 
have of the destination of a fleet lately departed from New York amount- 
ing to about one hundred and fifty sail. 

We shall desire Mr. Adams to give you ail possible information on 
the arrival of this packet, and shall soon dispatch other letters from 
this port. 

With hearty prayers for your welfare, we are, sir, your affectionate 
friends, 

K. II. Lee. 
James Lovell, 



*MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 624. 
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Lee and Lovell, Committee of Foreign Affairs, to Izard." 

Philadelphia, October 28, 1778. 
Sir : It is unnecessary to say anything to ymi about the particular 
foundation of the enclosed resolve. We hope you will experience good 
consequences from it in a point very interesting to you while in Tuscany. 
There, you certainly must depend greatly on our correspondents in 
France for American intelligence, which will be much more frequently 
sent from hence to tbem than to yon. We shall enjoin it upon them 
to furnish you, and particularly upon Mr. Adams, while he remains at 
Paris. 

Mr. A. Lee will communicate to you the purport of some papers which 
are sent to him, and in which you are jointly concerned. It is not 
possible for us at this time to send you extracts from them. 

You will be pleased at knowing that the British commissioners are 
convinced of the folly of their errand to America and are returning 
home. It is probable that the British army will follow tbem soon, or at 
least go to the West Indies. Of this, however, the Marquis de la 
Fayette, the hearer, may gain fuller information before he sails from 
Boston. Though a pressing load of other business has till this time 
prevented Congress from taking up the whole consideration of their 
foreign affairs, yet that must be the speedy consequence of their ap- 
pointment of Dr. Franklin, minis! er plenipotentiary at the court of 
France. All the papers of this committee are on their table, and we 
shall dispatch packets upon any material decision. 

In the mean time wo wish you every success, and are with much 
regard, sir, your friends and humble servants, 

Kichard IT. Lee. 
James Lovell. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Van Berokel.t 

Passv, October 29, 1778. 

Sir: Upon maturely considering the letter and declaration which we 
have had the honor of receiving from you, we are of opinion that there 
are some propositions relative to that business which can only be prop- 
erly discussed in a personal interview. We therefore wish that you, 
or a person authorized by you, would meet one of us at Aix-la-Chapelle, 
or any other place which you may judge more convenient for conduct- 
ing this business with the most perfect secrecy. 

Should this proposal meet with your approbation, you will have the 
goodness to apprise us of the time and place you think proper for the 
interview. It may he proper that we should inquire for one another, 

" 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 6SW. UbiU., JW. 
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whenever we meet, under fictitious names, the fixing upon which we 
also wish to leave to yon. 

We shall be glad of an answer as soon as is couvenient to you; and 
have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient and 
most humble servants, 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Vergennes,* 

Passy, October 29, 1778. 
Sir: We have the honor to inform your excellency that we are ready 
to execute and exchaugo the declarations concerning the omission of the 
eleventh and twelfth articles of the treaty of commerce, and to request 
your excellency to appoint a day to wait on your excellency for that 
purpose. 

We have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



Vergennes to the Commissioners at Paris.t 
[Translation. J 

Versailles, October 30, 1778. 
Gentlemen: I have received the reply with which yon honored me, 
regarding the arrangements to be made with the Barbary powers for 
the protection of the American flag in the Mediterranean. Before the 
kiug can make any efforts to forward your views in this respect I think 
it proper that you should be provided with full powers from Congress, 
and that you should be not only authorized to propose the presents 
which you may be expected U> bestow, hut also supplied with tihfi nec- 
essary funds to satisfy these expectations. When all these prelimina- 
ries shall be complied with, you may rest assured, gentlemen, that the 
king will hasten to forward, as far as he is able, the wishes and views 
of Congress. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Vergennes. 

* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 353. 

t Ibid., 353. Another translation is found in MSS. vol, 105, p, 150, Letters to Joint 
Commissioners. 
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Franklin and Adauis to Sartine." 

Passy, October 30, 1778. 

Sm: We have been honored With your letter of tbe 26th of October, 
and we thank j our excellency for tbe prompt and generous manner in 
which yon have given liberty to four of our countrymen who were 
among the prisoners at Den ant. Such examples of benevolence can 
not fail to make a lasting impression on the American mind. 

Since the receipt of your excellency's letter we have received another 
from the American prisoners at Brest, bj which it appears that there 
are ten of them, from four of whom only we had received letters when 
we wrote before, the other six having written to us, but their letters 
miscarried. We enclose a copy of this last letter, and have the honor 
to request a similar indulgence to all the ten. 

By a letter we received last night from L'Orient we have the pleasure 
to learn that three vessels bound to the coast of Brazil have been taken 
by his majesty's frigates, or by French cruisers, and sent into that 
port. It is very probable that the three masters of these vessels, and 
every one of their sailors, are Americans. 

We are happy in this opportunity of communicating to your excel- 
lency some intelligence which we have been at some pains to collect, 
and have good reason to believe exactly true. Tbe English last year 
carried ou a very valuable whale fishery on tbe coasts of Brazil, off tbe 
river Plate, in South America, in the latitude 35° south, from thence 
to 40°, just on the edge of soundings, off and on, about the longitude 
65° from London. They have this year about seventeen vessels in the 
fishery, which have all sailed in the months of September and October. 
All the officers and almost all the men belonging to those seventeen ves- 
sels are American's, from Kantucket and Cape Cod, in Massachusetts, 
excepting two or three from Rhode Islaud, and perhaps one from Long 
Island. Tbe names of the captains are Aaron Sheffield, of Newport; 
Goldsmith and Richard Holmes, from Long Islaud; John Chad wick, 
Francis Slay, Reuben May, John Meader, Jonathan Meader, Elisha 
Clark, Benjamin Clark, William Ray, Paul Pease, Reuben Fitch, Zebedee 
Coffin, and another Coffin, all of Nantucket ; John Lock, Cape Cod; 
Delano, Nantucket; Andrew Swain, Nantucket; William Ray, Nan- 
tucket. Four or five of these vessels go to Greenland; the fleet sails 
to Greenland the last of February or beginning of March. 

There was published last year in the English newspapers, and the 
same imposture has been repeated this year, a letter from the lords of 
the admiralty to Dennis ]>e Berdt, in Coleman street, informing him 
that a convoy should be appointed to the Brazil fleet. But this, we 
have certain information was a forgery, calculated merely to deceive 
American privateers, and that no convoy was appointed, or did go with 
that fleet, either last year or this. 

" 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Corr., 354 ; 7 Jolin Adams' Works, 63. 



OCTOBEE 31, 1778. 



819 



For the captivity of a fishery so entirely defenseless (for not one of 
the vessels has any arms), a single frigate, or privateer of twenty- four, 
or even twenty guns, would be quite sufficient. The beginning of De- 
cember would be the best time to proceed from hence, because they 
would then find the whale vessels nearly loaded. The cargoes of these 
vessels, consisting of bone and oil, will be very valuable; aud at least 
four hundred and fifty of the best kind of seamen would be taken out of 
tue hands of the English and might be gained into the American service 
to act against the enemy. Most of the officers and men wish well to 
their country, and would gladly be in its service if they could be de- 
livered from that they are engaged In. But whenever the English men- 
of-war or privateers have taken an American vessel, they have given 
to the whalemen among their crews their choice, either to go on board 
a man-of-war and fight against their country, or to go into the whale 
fishery, So many have chosen the latter as to make up most of the 
crews of seventeen vessels. 

We thought it proper to communicate this intelligence to your excel- 
lency, that if yon found it compatible with his majesty's service to 
order a frigate from hence or from the West Indies to take from the 
English at once so profitable a branch of commerce and so valuable a 
nursery of seamen, yon may have an opportunity of doing it; if not, 
no inconvenience will ensue. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
John Adams.* 



Vergermes to the Commissioners at Paris, t 
[Translation.] 

Versailles, October 31, 1778, 
Gentlemen: Ton request that a day be fixed for the interchange of 
declarations relative to the omission of the eleventh and twelfth articles 
of the treaty of commerce. If next Monday, November 2, is convenient 
to von I should be glad to have the honor to receive you, and I flatter 
myself you will do me the honor to dine with me ou that day. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Vergennes. 



* Mr. Lee did riot sign, but objected to the acknowledgment of giving up the 
American subjects captured iu the enemy's vessels as being a favor. — Sparks. 
1 1 Sparka' Dip. Rev. Corr.,356. 
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Deane to the President of Congress.* 

Philadelphia, November 1, 1778. 

Sie: I think it unnecessary to make an apology for sending you the 
enclosed estimates and reflections made on two of the most important 
and interesting subjects, and lor desiring the same may be communi- 
cated to Congress. Should that honorable body approve of any or all 
of them I shall be very happy ; and if they should not, they will excuse 
me for having given them this trouble when they reflect that the desire 
of throwing some light on these subjects has been my sole motive. 

The providing fortbe redemption of our money and the establishment 
of a marine are objects which, in my view, far exceed in the magnitude 
and extent of their importance any that are at present tinder public con- 
sideration. They greatly depend on each other ; and, permit me to say, 
all our future operations in a great degree depend on them. We can 
not pay the interest of any considerable loan without commerce, which 
can not be revived effectually without a marine force of our own, which 
may, I am confident, be lbrmed on the enclosed plan and be ready in a 
short space of time to act with vigor. Great Britain has long had the 
empire of the ocean, and in consequence the whole world has been her 
tributary. Her own bad policy and the present war will deprive her of 
that empire. At this important crisis it depends on the measures taken 
by the United States whether they shall succeed Great Britain or not in 
this extensive dominion, lteasou, observation, and experience author- 
ize me to say there is not in the world, any power so capable of it; at;d 
as the United States can never aim at foreign conquests, but simply to 
guard their own coasts and to protect the commerce of their subjects, 
their superiority at sea can never give just cause of jealousy or offense 
to any other uation. I am confident that a fleet of forty sail, to consist 
of twenty such large sbips as I have described, and twenty frigates, will 
be more than equal to this purpose j and such a fleet may be got to sea 
in the course of the coming year if the materials wanted from Europe 
can be procured, which, if immediately applied for, I have not the least 
doubt of. 

I have the honor to remain, etc., 

Silas Deane, 

P. S. — I am still without the honor of any answer to my letter of the 
7th ultimo. 

BOVEMTJER 13. 

After writing the above my apprehension, lest I should be thought 
any way out of the usual course in communicating my sentiments to 
Congress, made ine omit sending it to you with the enclosed; but the 
alarming intelligence which I received a day or two since, of the senti- 

* MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 117, With verbal changes. 
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merits of my countrymen in different parts on the present situation of 
t!ie credit of our money, tbe state of our finances and resources, and of 
the temper and disposition prevailing in consequence, has made me 
waive every personal consideration, and communicate this with the en- 
closed to Congress ; and shall couut it one of the happiest occur- 
rences of my life if auything iu my power will help to prevent that total 
loss of public as well as private credit, which I am sorry to find begins 
to be almost uuiversally apprehended ; and I fear nppearances at this 
time are iu support of such apprehensions, which, though at bottom 
they may be ill founded, yet, if once generally prevailing, will produce 
consequences easily foreseen. I beg leave to refer to Colonel Duer for 
the substance of the intelligence I refer to, having communicated the 
letters 1 have received to him ; for, as they contain many things merely 
personal, 1 could not lay them at large before Congress, 

S. D. 



PLAN FOR SINKING $53,000,000 OF TUE CONTINENTAL CURRENCY, AND TO ESTAB- 
LISH A BANK Of *1, 600,000, OR $8,686,6662. IN EUROPE, FOR THE USE OF THE STATES 
OF AMERICA. AT THE EXPENSE OF ¥40,000,000 IN SPECIE ONLY, OR OF BILLS UPON 
EOHOPE EQUIVALENT. 

First. Let a loan be obtained of twenty-five millions of dollars on 
account of the United States; the interest and necessary charges will 
probably amount, to, and will not exceed, six per cent, per annum. 

Second. Let a fund be established of two millions and a half annually 
clear of all charges of collecting and remittances, out of which let the 
interest of the loan be paid, and the surplus unalienably appropriated 
as a sinking fund to discharge the principal ; the annual interest of 
twenty-five million dollars at six per cent, will be one million five hun- 
dred thousand dollars; the sinking fund, one million. 

Third. The calculation which follows demonstrates that this fund of 
two millions and a half of dollars will in sixteen years pay off the princi- 
pal and interest of the twenty-five millions borrowed, and leave a sur- 
plus of $673,103 in the hands of the States, which may be supposed 
equivalent to the charge of managing the money and paying the loan 
in Europe. 

Fourth. A fund of two millions and a half for sixteen years amounts 
to forty millions, but twenty- five millions at six per cent, simple interest 
will iu that time amount to forty-nine millions, supposing the interest 
annually paid; hence it is evident that a sinking fund of one million 
operating on such a loan of twenty- five millions will make a saving of 
nine millions of dollars to the States out of what will otherwise be paid 
on the same capital on the plan of borrowing practised in our, and 
indeed in most other loan offices ; or, in other words, would reduce the 
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interest from six to little in ore than three and a half per cent,, which 
is demonstrated in the following calculations: 

Fifth. Twenty-five millions of dollars may becomputed iu value eqnal 
to £5,025,(100 sterling. Of this let one million and a half, or £1,626,000 
sterling, be applied to the payment of debts contracted in Europe, con- 
tracted by the commissioners, for the discharge of which no particular 
mode has been stipulated and agreed upon, and for the establishing a 
bank or fund for other uses and beueQt of the United States. 

Sixth. As the sum of £125,000 sterling will be equal to the public 
debts already contracted iu Europe, except those to the Farmers Gen- 
eral and the house of Eodriqoe Hortalez & Co., thero will remain, agree- 
able to the plan, one million and half sterling, or $6,666,666$, in the 
Congress' bank in Europe, and four millions sterling, or $17,777,777$, 
for the purpose of sinking the sum of fifty-three millions proposed. 

Seventh. The preseut rate of exchange is from five to six for one ; it 
must happen that as bills arc brought to market to a greater amount 
they will fall, but if it be considered that the ordinary demand of these 
States on Europe for goods exceeded four millions sterling annually in 
times of peace, that the demand at present and for two or three years 
to come, even if peace should take place immediately, must exceed the 
former usual demand ; that though the canceling and sinking of fifty- 
three millions of dollars will tend to appreciate the remainder iu circu- 
lation, yet as there will still remain in circulation a greater nominal 
sum than the commerce of these States call for the appreciation will 
not be repaid ; and if it be further considered that the merchants of the 
United States are at present destitute of their usual means of remit- 
tance, having neither ships, specie, nor produce on hand — I say uniler 
these considerations it is improbable, if not impossible, consistent with 
the interest of individuals, that bills drawn on Europe for the sum of 
four millions sterling should be under three for one on an average. 

Eighth. Four millions sterling, or $17,777,777$ at three for one, will 
amount to $53,333,333 here. Allowing $333,333 for the charge of draw- 
ing the bills, for other expenses and deficiencies unforeseen, and there 
will be, agreeable to the proposals in the plan, fifty-three millions of 
dollars of the continental currency paid off by the sales of those hills. 

The benefits resulting from this plan, if realized, are numerous, indis- 
putable, and obvious. As the sum proposed to be drawn for does not 
exceed the ordinary amount of importation before the war, it can not be 
presumed that this plan can produce any ill effects on commerce, espe- 
cially if the Congress should think it wise and prudent to drop the mer. 
chants themselves and depend on individuals for their supplies. The 
capital difficulty is to obtain the loan. On this, as well as on the preced- 
ing plan, I will make a few observations after the following calcula- 
tions, already referred to. 
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Total of tbe 
debt* paid 
at the end 
of every 
year. 

$1, 000,0(10 

2, (GO, 000 

3, 103, 600 

4, S74, 610 

5, 037, 003 

6, 075, 358 
8, 303, 010 
0, KS7, 593 

11,491,487 
13, 131,014 
14,571,913 
10,870, 260 
18, 883, 620 
21,015, 500 
23, 276,477 

25, ST.i, 11)3 
25, 000,000 
673, 103 



Explanation: Tbcfirst column marks tbe years ; tbe second tbe prod tioe or amount 
of tho sinking fund at the end of eaeli year; the third shows how large a part of the 
capital has been paid off at the end of each year. The sum in the second column ia 
found by adding to it annually the interest of that yart of the capita] paid off the 
preceding year, aud the euro iu the third hy addiug yearly the payments. 



SECOND CALCULATION. 

Two millions and a half of dollars annually collected and paid for sixteen 
years amount to (the whole sum paid) $40, 000, 000 

Hut the surplus of $673,103 deducted leaves 839,326,897, the net sum ap- 
plied to sink a principal of $25,000,000 and the interest for sixteen 
years 673, 103 

39, 336, &.H 

The annual interest of $25,000,000 at 6 per cent, is $1,500,000, which, at 

simple interest, in sixteen years is $24,000,000 24, 000, 000 

Add the principal 25, 000, 000 

49, 000, 000 

Bring down 39, 326, 897 

Surplus 9, 673, 103 



By those calculations it is clearly demonstrated : 

First. That a certain net annual revenue of two millions aud a-balf 
of dollars is sufficient for sinking tbe loan proposed of $25,000,000 in 
sixteen years and to leave a surplus of $673,103, after discharging both 
principal aud interest. In the second place, that by this plau the public 
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will save the sntn of $0,673,103 more than if the same sum is borrowed 
in the usual way of simple interest, or, in other words, the money on 
this plan will he borrowed at three and one-half per cent, interest 
nearest, a sum well deserving the attention of the public at this and 
at every other time, and it is for that purpose the foregoing plan and 
calculations are submitted. 

The only difficulties that can possibly occur in the carrying this plan 
and every part of it into execution are in the establishing such a fund 
as will be certain for raising the two millions and a-half of dollars an- 
nually, and in the nest place in procuring the loan to be obtained. The 
first may bo obviated with greater ease and certainty than the second. 
It can not in justice be concealed that the loan can not be obtained with 
the same ease now as it might have been six or seven mouths past, 
nor that the longer it is delayed the greater the difficulty will be. It 
is, however, attainable if applied for in season and in a proper manner. 
It is but too probable that if delayed many months longer it will not be 
obtained on any terms whatever. The war now kindling in Europe will 
probably iu the course of another year become general, the conse- 
quence of which will be that the Emperor of Germany, the Empress of 
Russia, and some other powers — the two former iu particular — -who have 
improved the late peace to regulate then 1 finances and to reduce attd 
pay off their foreign debts, will on this change of affairs become bor- 
rowers afresh; in a word, there will be iu Europe seven or eight or 
more powers under the necessity of borrowing, and not more than two 
or three, at the most, in a situation to lend; and when so many de- 
mauds are made for money it will be very difficult to have ours pre- 
ferred. To obtain it, therefore, requires immediate application, interest, 
and address, which thoughts, with the above plan, are respectfully 
submitted to the wisdom of Congress. 

Silas Deane, 



PROPOSALS FOE EQUIPPING SUCH A. FLEET AS WILL BP, SUFFICIENT TO DEFEND 
THE COASTS AND COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATER AGAINST ANT FORCE 
WHICU GREAT ERITAIN WILL BE ABLE TO SEND TO AMERICA. 

It is necessary to premise that the obtaining .1 loan and setting on 
foot a naval force are so connected with and dependent on each other, 
and so many important consequences depend on both, that I have pre- 
ferred placing one directly after the other, that my ideas on these great 
subjects may be perceived at one view, rather than the placing them in 
any manner separate or disjointed from each other. Without a naval 
force sufficient to protect in some degree our commerce as it revives it will 
be very difficult, if not impossible, to pay either the principal or interest 
of the money we may borrow, and without some probably certain pros- 
pect of doing this it would hardly be honest to borrow at all. I have 
only to add that the following calculations are not founded on light and 
uncertain estimates, but on the most certain knowledge of the quantity 
of each of those articles necessary for the purpose. The prices are 
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fixed at what they were last season in Sweden aud in the north of 
Europe. What I have ventured to say respecting ships of a new con- 
struction, carrying forty-two to forty-eight cannon, being equal to sixty- 
four and even seventy-four line-of battle ships, I am convinced of the 
truth of, not merely from my own observation and reasoning on the sub- 
ject, but from the opportunities I have had of conversing with some of 
the most able and experienced constructors and commanders of ships in 
Europe as well as in America. France, as well as England, has already 
several ships of such a plan on the stocks, which is a full proof in what 
light they view this plan of building; but fortunately for these States, 
their old prejudices, as well as the opposition of commanders of large 
ships aud a great number of men, to the changing them for ships of a 
less rate aud fewer men, as well as of less pomp and appearance, v\ ill 
in a great measure prevent either of those nations from much immedi- 
ate success in this plan for an improvement or reform. 

First. A fleet consisting of twenty such ships as mentioned above, 
joined by twenty frigates from twenty-four to thirty-six guns, will be 
sufficient to guard tbis coast against any naval force which Great Britain' 
or any other maritime power can spare to send against us. An Ameri- 
can fleet opposing a foreign one on this coast will always have many 
very decisive circumstances in their favor, which are obvious at first 
view, particularly that of clean ships and healthy men against foul ships 
and sickly men or fatigued by a long voyage ; and that of being able 
with ships of the proposed construction to enter harbors in case of 
storm or other accident, which larger ships can not. 

Second. The twenty large ships and ten or a less number of the frig- 
ates, may be put on the stocks and built in America, and though the 
present price of labor is dear, yet were the undertakers to be paid in 
sterling bills or in specie the hulls or bodies of the ships may perhaps 
be had nearly at the same price as before the war; but suppose they 
cost more, yet if every other article be procured from Europe at the 
first cost and common charges, the ships complete will not amount to 
much more than such ships usually cost before the war in America, 
probably not so much. 

Third. Suppose also that eight of the frigates be built in America 
and twelve purchased in Europe, to transport the materials from thence 
for the rest. In the first place, let a calculation be made what all these 
materials, allowing a large proportion, will amount to, and also for the 
purchase of the twelve frigates, or ships for frigates, which are to trans- 
port those materials over to America. 

CALCTU.ATIOK. 

ICO, GOO aulms of sail elotli 

500,000 ewt, of anchors 

3,200,000 ewt. of cordage 

6,000,000 ewt. of cannon 

10,000 i'usescs, fit for marine service 

200 tons of powder 



Li\TG9. 

240, 000 
125, 000 
1, 2W, 000 
960,000 
200, 000 
400, 000 
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N, B.— As iron is scarce and dear iu America, especially in the east and 
nortli ward States, I suppose 300 tons of iron Itvres-- ' 1 

Twelve ships fit for sea, capable of being armed as frigates of twenty-four 

or thirty-six gnus, will, unarmed, cost 250,000 livres each, nearly ...... 3,000,000 

I suppose for shells, shot, cutlasses, spears, baud greuadoos, and a variety 
of small articles, too many to be enumerated iu such a general calcula- 

., _~T . 1,000,000 

Hon, the sum of •* vul ■ 

Total amouDt - 7,365,000 

Equal to $1,672,000,* for which sum twelve of the ships will be purchased, 
and all the capital materials for the others. Oue million ot livres, or 
$200,000, is a large allowance for the small articles, and I know, from 
offers made me from Sweden, that the ships and other articles referred 
to may be purchased there at the above rates, if they have not risen 
since the month of March last. 

fourth. Of tbe proposed loan by the plan preceding there will remain, 
after sinking the fifty- three millions and the payment of the present 
debts, the sum of one million and a half sterling, or $G,666,666g, out of 
which deduct the above sum of $1,672,000, and there remains the sum of 
$4,994,666§, or twenty-five millions of livres, nearest, for other purposes ; 
a sum sufficient for many great purposes. The commissioners, to the 
time of my leaving France, had not iu the whole ever received four mil- 
lions of livres to enable them to procure all tbe supplies which they 
engaged and sent over. 

Fifth. These stores, and ships to transport them, may be procured 
on the best terms iu Sweden. Swedish ships are not so durable as those 
built in England, or of cedar and live oak, but I am well assured they 
greatly exceed those built of the common American oalc. Sweden is 
ever so under the influence of France that there is no doubt but with 
proper management these ships and stores may be obtained, and a con- 
voy for them, which, by sailing iu June uext and coming north about, 
might arrive at Boston in season, and with very little or no risk ; but 
the fear of being too tedious prevents my being more particular. 

Sixth. If it be agreeable to make Ihe purchase of the materials enu- 
merated, but notof the ships, as ships may be had to freight them over, 
it will amount to much the same. 

Seventh. I will only add, that iu time of peace, should any of these 
ships proposed be to be disposed of out of the continental, they will 
not be too large for many branches of the merchant service. If these 
proposals should appear just and practicable many less matters con- 
nected with them will require consideration, and as in the first, so in 
this plan, everything depends on immediate dispatch. 

It has been objected that such a number of ships could not be 
manned; but if ifc is considered that there are now employed iu priva- 
teering a greater number of men than are sufficient toman this pro 



*Tbere seems to be a mistake here, if the author's mode of reckoning 5 livres to 
the dollar be adopted. The sum would then be §1,473,000. — Sparks. 



posed fleet, it is easy to obviate this difficulty by offering such induce- 
ments as will infallibly lead both officers aud men to prefer the public 
to any private service whatever. The United States have not in view 
private or partial, but public and extensive objects, the humbling our 
enemies, the defense of our coasts, and the laying the foundation of a 
great and flourishing marine. If the whole of the prize money be di- 
vided among the seamen and officers, or suppose three-fourths actually 
shared and the remainder appropriated for the building and support of 
a hospital for sick, wounded, and disabled seamen ; such a resolution 
■will be a generous one, and can not fail of answering the end. His most 
Christian majesty has generously done this for his officers and seatnen 
serving iu his marine by his ordinance of April last. 

Philadelphia, November 13, 1778. 
P. S. — Apprehensive of being tedious when I wrote the above, I said 
nothing on the methods for paying the interest for the first two or three 
years until a certain revenue can be established for the payment of 
the interest and sinking fund annually as proposed— I say until a reve- 
nue can be established ; for, considering the present depreciated state 
of our currency and the scarcity of specie, it can not be instantly ex- 
pected. I take, therefore, the liberty of suggesting two methods, one of 
which wid most certainly answer the purpose. The first is to borrow of 
France or Spain, the interest money tor the first three years, by which, 
the interest punctually paid, a credit will become established and future 
loans may be made if wanted, aud our commerce will be so far restored 
that it will not be difficult- to raise specie equal to the payment. But 
should this method fail, there still remains a certain resource, for even 
if the plan for equipping a navy be adopted, yet there will still remain 
in bank, as will be seen by the calculation and estimate, a sum suffi- 
cient for more than three years' interest. 

Silas Deane, 



Franklin to Grand.* 

Passt, November 3, 1778. 
We owe our thanks, sir, to the person who has transmitted to us, 
through you, the complaint we have received against Mr. Conyngham, 
and we can assure him anew that penetrated with respect tor S. M. C, 
nothing pains us more than complaints on his part against our people, 
lie will have seen, by the papers transmitted by you at the time from 
us to S. E. M., Count d'Aranda, the measures which Congress have taken 
to prevent any misconduct on the part of our privateers and seatnen, 
and nothing better proves its solicitude in this regard than the procla- 
mation it has just, issued, of which the enclosed Kb. 2 is a copy, and to 

"MSS. Dep. of State; 6 Bigelow's Frauklin, 221. 
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which we join its resolution for the protection of the property of a ship 
although belonging to a power with which we bave 110 sympathy. 

Lint if one directs bis attention to the atrocious proceedings of the 
English towards all nations without distinction, be will not be surprised 
that their pernicious example finds imitators among some individuals 
of a nation which they bave so greatly outraged. But this does not 
excuse Conyugham. It is a crime in our eyes to bave displeased a 
power for which Congress is penetrated with respect, and although jus- 
tified in seizing, by way of reprisals, the English prize which Conyug- 
ham bad brought to Teneriffe to be sent to Martinique, we will none 
the less inform Congress of the grounds for complaint which this priva- 
teer has given to his catholic majesty. Tins will certainly be a new 
motive for paying to his dag the homage and respect which it entertains 
for him. I hope from the wisdom as well as from the justice of S. M. 
that he will confide in this expression of our sentiments towards him and 
in turn will permit us to experience the effects of them. 
I have, etc., 

B. Franklin* 



A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs, t 

Paris, November 4, 1778. 

GENTLEMEN : 1 wrote you on April the 14th ; May the 9tb, 20th, and 
23d; June the 1st. 9th, 15th, 17th; July Gtu, Kith, 20th, 28th, 29th; 
August 21st and 31st; September 9th and 30th ; October 5th and 19th, 
uoue of which have been acknowledged or answered. I usually send 
triplicates of my letters and of all the papers enclosed. 

Whether the British cabinet have yet determined upon relinquish- 
ing the war in America I bave not been able to learn. This is certain, 
that they have ordered considerable quantities of clothing and pro- 
visions to be made ready for that quarter, which looks as if they 
intended their fleet and army should winter with yon. From their 
situation at present, and that of Europe, it appears improbable that 
they can re-enforce, or even recruit, their army to any effect. Their 
naval force is so exactly balanced in Europe by that of France alone, 
that they can hardly venture to detach any more of their fleet against 
you. It seems, therefore, that you have before you the utmost force 
that you are likely to contend with. 

It serves the purposes of the enemy to propagate reports of aid from 
Russia, sometimes in ships, sometimes in troops. As far as there is 
any certainty in political events, you may be assured they will have 

t Translated from a Ereno4i version transmitted by Count d'Aranda to Florida Blauea 
and oo w deposited in the Archive General de Htino in Simancaa. — Note by Mr, Bigelow, 
In the correspondenco between Grantham (British minister at Madrid) and Weymouth 
{secretary of state), the exploits of Catiynjrhaiu are constant topics of discussion. 

t MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., JjSi3, 
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neither. Tho plan they adopt for Parliament, which will meet the 20th, 
will, I imagine, depend much cm the representations of Lord Howe and 
Governor Johnstone, who are both arrived in England. 

Should their fleet and army winter in America, it will be a capital 
object to intercept their provision fleets. For this purpose I shall 
obtain and transmit to you. from time to time, intelligence of their 
being collected at Cork, from which you may judge what time they may 
be expected on the coast. 

The whale fishery, which the enemy have established on the coast of 
Brazil, and which they carry on by men from Nantucket, is likely to 
become very valuable; and being totally unprotected, it might be de- 
stroyed at one blow. 

The instruments for abolishing the eleventh and twelfth articles are 
exchanged, and that matter entirely settled. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Dumas to tile Commissioners at Paris.* 
[Translation. ] 

Hague, November 4, 1778. 

Gentlemen : Tho gentlemen from Amsterdam have returned with 
more strict instructions from their constituents. They will be followed, 
perhaps, by a third memorial, more forcible thau the preceding. If 
the same evasions continue to be practised, Amsterdam will display 
other resources, which have not yet been communicated to me. The 
subject of the convoy will be discussed next week. Sir J. Yorke pre- 
sented a memorial the day before yesterday more moderate in its tone, 
but equally insidious in reality, on behalf of his court. 1. It demands 
the appointment of commissioners, with whom he may consult to set- 
tle the intent of the treaties relative to the articles which it is desired 
to prohibit. 2. It declares that his court is desirous that the repub- 
lic would not grant the couvoys in question, as it con not consent to 
allow the above mentioned articles to pass. He will find formidable 
adversaries in Amsterdam, who are firmly resolved on an absolute 
negative on these two points. A certain great personage and the 
grand pensionary are already prepossessed on the subject. The irri- 
tation against the English gains also in some of the nobility. 

The project, with which you are acquainted, is prepared with some 
changes and atlditious on the basis already known to you. It is in the 
hands of the burgomasters, who will examine the whole; after which 
a copy will be delivered to me, that I may also transmit one to you, to 
be examined by you in the same manner, and that your observations 
thereon may be communicated to them through me. 

" 1 Sparks' Dip. Ruv. Corr., 35li. 
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I have been assured on behalf of the burgomasters that it is not 
their iutention to leave our future connections dependent on Great 
Britain ; on the contrary, it is their wish that in course of time their 
high mightinesses may adopt a better system of measures than is at 
present possible ; this circumstance they have thought ought not to be 
concealed from yon any more than their present situation, their wishes, 
and their expectation that you will bo ready to concur in the steps 
which it shall he iu their power to take towards realizing them. 

On the whole, gentlemen, I can not give you a more clear idea of the 
whole matter than the following : Wecorrespond with a minority, which 
has this advantage over that of England, that if this republic will not 
declare itself our friend it can not be our enemy, on account of the 
unanimity required by the constitution ; this circumstance alone is of 
high importance, aud ought to persuade us to assist and confirm that 
minority. 

Every time I see our friend he begs me not to fail to communicate 
to him immediately any good news I may receive from America. He 
makes too good a use of such information to allow any delay on my 
part. 

The two letters for which I am indebted to Mr, A. Lee have been in- 
serted in the Leydeu Gazette. The Courier of the Lower Rhine con- 
tains a flue eulogy ou Mr. Joseph Eeed, member of Congress ; it is de- 
serving of your notice. I wish I could send yon the paper, but I have 
only one copy, which I am about to forward to Congress. 
I am, etc., 

Dumas. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to the President of Congress.* 

Passy, November 7, 1778. 

Sir: We have the honor to enclose a copy of the declaration con- 
cerning the eleventh and twelfth articles of the treaty of commerce, 
which we have received from his excellency the secretary of state for 
foreign affairs, in exchange for a similar one signed by us, iu pursuance 
of the instructions of Congress. 

We have also the honor to enclose copies of a correspondence with 
his excellency M. de Sartine, the secretary of state for the marine, con- 
cerning cases of recaptures, that Congress may, if they judge proper, 
take some resolution on this head. It seems to be equitable that the 
same rule should be observed by both nations. 

We also enclose copies of a correspondence on the subject of nego- 
tiation with the Barbary States. We do not find ourselves authorized 



* MSS. Dep. of Statu; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 3&J, willi omissions and verbal 
changes ; 7 John Adania' Works, (i6. 
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to treat with those powers, as they aro not in Europe, ami indeed we 
are not furnished with funds for making them presents. 

We have had the honor of a copy from the auditor- general, enclos- 
ing the form of bills of exchange to be drawn upon us for the interest 
due upon loan -office certificates, and acq nain ting us that this interest will 
amount to two millions and a half of livres annually. When it was pro- 
posed to pay the interest here we had uo idea of so much being borrowed. 
We shall pay the most punctual obedience to these and all other orders 
of Congress as long as our funds shall last. But we are obliged to 
inform Congress that, expenses on prisoners being great and being 
drawn upon by the order of Congress from various quarters and receiv- 
ing no funds from America, we suffer the utmost anxiety lest we should 
be obliged to protest bills. We have exerted ourselves to the utmost 
of our power to procure money, but hitherto with little success; and we 
beg that some supplies may he sent us as soon as possible. We are 
very sorry that we are not able to send to Congress those supplies of 
arms, ammunition, and clothing which they have ordered; but it is 
absolutely impossible, for the want of funds, and M. Beaumarobais has 
not yet informed us whether he will execute the agreement made for 
hi in with you or not. 

We have the pleasure fo inform Congress that Mr. Matthew Ridley, 
of Marvland, has made a present to the United States of a valuable 
manuscript upon naval affairs, which he has left with us. We shall 
take the first opportunity of a frigate to send it to Congress. 

We enclose to Congress copies of a correspondence between the am- 
bassador of the King of the Two Sicilies aud us, which, as his majesty 
is the eldest sou of the King of Spain, is considered as an event indica- 
tive of the good will of a greater power, although this is respectable. 

It is of great importaueo to penetrate the councils of an enemy, in 
order to be prepared beforehand against bis designs; we shall, there- 
fore, be happy to advise Congress of the intentions of Great Britain as 
far as we conjecture. 

We have every reason to believe that the hostility of the disposition 
of the British court has no other bounds but those of their power. 
Their threats, however, of large re enforcements aud of Russian auxil- 
iaries are without foundation. The interest of the King of Prussia and 
of the Empress Queen (who both choose at present to preserve decent 
terms with Great Britain) to prevent a close alliance between England 
and Russia we apprehend will prevent it. In short, we see no proba- 
bility of England's forming any alliance against America iu all Europe, 
or, indeed, against France; whereas, on the other side, from the aston- 
ishing preparations of Spain, the family compact, and other circum- 
stances, and from the insolent tyranny of the English over the Dutch 
and their consequent resentment, which has shown itself in formidable 
remonstrances as well as advances tow a rd s a treaty with us, t h c re i s 
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reason to believe that if Great Britain perseveres in the war, both of 
these powers will at length be involved in it. 

[The English the last year carried on a very valuable whale fishery on 
the coast of Brazil, off the River Plate, in South America, in the lati- 
tude of 35o south and from thence 1o 40°, just ou the edge of" soundings, 
off and on, about the longitude 05° from Loudon. They have this year 
about seventeen vessels in this fishery, which have all sailed in the 
months of September and October- 
All the officers and almost all the men belonging to these seventeen 
vessels are all Americans from Nantucket and Cape Cod, in the Massa- 
chusetts Bay, excepting two or three from Rhode Island and perhaps one 
from Long Island. The names of the captains are, Aaron Sheffield, of 

Newport; Goldsmith and Richard Holmes, from Long Island ; 

John Sbadwick, Francis May, Reuben May, John Meader, Jonathan 
Meader, Elias Clark, Benjamin Clark, William Ray, Paul Pease, Buucker 
Fitch, Reuben Fitch, Zebedda Coffin and another Coffin, all of Kan- 
tucket; Johu Lock, Cape Cod, Nantucket ; Andrew Swaim, Nantucket; 
William Ray, Nan tucket- 
Four or Ave of these vessels go to Greenland. The fleet sails to 
Greenland the last of February or beginning of March. 

There was published last year in the English newspapers (and the 
imposture has been repeated this year) a letter from the lords of the 
admiralty to Mr. Dennis de Berdt, in Coleman street, informing Mr. de 
Berdt that a convoy should be appointed to the Brazil fleet But this 
we have certain information was a forgery, calculated merely to deceive 
American privateers, and that no convoy was appointed or did go with 
that fliet either last year or this. 

For the destruction or captivity of a fishery* so entirely defenseless 
{for not one of the vessels has any arms) a single frigate or privateer of 
twenty-four or even twenty guns would be quite suflicient. The begin- 
ning of December would be the best time to proceed from hence, because 
they would then find the whaling vessels nearly laden. The cargoes of 
these vessels, consisting of bone and oil, will be very valuable, and at least 
four hundred and fifty of the bestkiud of seamen would be taken out of 

*Ah to these fisheries, Burke's famous speech may be cited : 

" Look at the maimer in which the people of New England have of late carried 
on the whale fishery. Whilst we follow them among the tremhliug mountains of ice, 
and behold them penetrating into the deepest frozen recesses of Hudson's Bay and 
Davis Straits: whilst we are looking for them beneath the arctic circle, we hear 
they have pierced into the opposite region of polar cold, that they are at the aulipu- 
dea, and engaged under the frozen serpent of the south. Falkland Island, which 
seemed too remote and romantic an object i'or the grasp of natural ambition, is lint 
a stage and resting place in the progress of their victorious industry. Nor is the 
equinoctial heat more discouraging to them than the accumulated winter of both the 
poles. We know that whilst some of them draw the line and strike the harpoon on 
the coast of Africa, others run the longitude uud pnrtue their gigantic game along 
the coat I of Braiit. No sea but what is vexed by their fisheries, 110 climate that is 
not witness of their torts." 
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the hands of the English and might be gained into the American service 
to act against the enemy. Most of the officers and men wish well to their 
country, and would gladly be in its service if they could be delivered 
from that they are eugaged in. But whenever the English men-of-war 
or privateers have taken an American vessel they have given to the 
whalemen among the crews their choice either to go on board a man- 
of-war and fight against their country or to go into the whale fishery. 
So many have chosen the latter as to make up most of the crews of 
seventeen vessels. 

We thought it proper to communicate this intelligence to the Con- 
gress, that if they find it proper to order a frigate to take from the 
English at once so profitable a branch of commerce and so valuable a 
nursery of seamen they may have an opportunity of doing it; if not, 
no inconvenience will ensue.]* 

We had the honor to write to Congress on the SOth of July and the 
17th of September, of which we have sent duplicates and triplicates, 
and to which we beg leave to refer. By this opportunity we shall send 
the newspapers which contain all the public intelligence. 

P. S. — We enclose a number of notes of hand, forty-seven in number, 
which have been taken from our unhappy couutrymen who escaped from 
England, to whom we have lent money, as they had no other way of 
subsistence. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
A. Lee. 
J. Adams. 



Gerard to the President of Congress.! 
[Translation. J 

Philadelphia, November 9, 177S, 

Sib: The minister plenipotentiary of France has the honor to inform 
the Congress of the United States of North America that he has ob- 
tained on account of his majesty the cargo of two schooners; the one 
called the Gentil, George Andre, captain, and the other the Adventurer, 
commanded by Captain Joseph Taffier ; these two vessels being now in 
the port of Petersburg, y"a., and their eargoes delivered, consisting 
of from twelve to thirteen hundred barrels of flour and about fifty bar- 
rels of biscnit. The destination of these provisions requiring that they 
should depart immediately, the undersigned minister plenipotentiary 
requests Congress to be pleased to take the measures which it shall 
judge necessary in order that the departure of these two vessels with 

•Passage in brackets omitterl in Sparks' ed. 
t MSS. Dep, of State; 5 Sparks' Pip. Bev. Corr., 566. 
53 WB- VOL II 
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their cargoes may meet with uo obstacle. An express will wait for the 
orders which it may be necessary to send into Virginia in relation to 
this object. 

Gerard. 

Whereupon Congress ordered that the President write to the gov- 
ernor of Virginia, explain to him the nature of this transaction, and 
the necessity of the vessels' immediate departure, and desire him to 
give orders accordingly. 

November IS, 1778. 
Two letters from the honorable t be minister plenipotentiary of France 
were read, requesting a passage on board of one of the continental 
frigates for the Chevalier de Kaymoudis, captain of the Cmar, and 
that a vessel on board of which are a number of invalids may be taken 
under convoy of the frigate until she be safe at sea. These were re- 
ferred to the marine committee with directions to comply with the 
request therein contained. 



Dumas to the Commissioners at Paris.* 
[Translation. ] 

Hague, November 10, 1778. 
Gentlemen : My last, of the 4th, was dispatched the Cth. To- 
morrow will he an important day, and will have serious consequences if 
Amsterdam yields. You are already acquainted with the opinion 
which will be pronounced by the admiralty. The committee appointed 
to confer with the admiralty on this point have made a report, as fol- 
lows : 

1. The conference desired by Sir J. Yorke concerning the meaning 
of the treaties relative to naval stores shall be refused. 2. The resti- 
tution of the vessels seized shall bo strongly insisted on. The ad- 
miralty shall make certain arrangements with the merchants of the 
country during these difficulties; that is, in plain English, shall sus- 
pend the convoys, in so far as relates to the above-mentioned materials. 
This addition spoils all the rest. 

"Your friend appeared to me rather embarrassed, He has sent for the 
most prudential persons on change to ask their advice concerning this 
addition, which he considers arrant folly. Another person very much 
displeased with this addition, says that if Amsterdam persists firmly 
in demanding the strict observance of the treaties and a perfect neu- 
trality she can counteract this maneuver. Otherwise the servile sub- 
mission of the nation to the lash of the English will expose it to that of 
the French also, who will deprive it of the privileges it has heretofore 



* 1 Sparka' Dip. Rev. Corr,, 361. 
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enjoyed in their country, and will seize its vessels, after tbe example of 
the English. 

Ton may therefore expect in my next to hear of a vigorous aud suc- 
cessful opposition on the part of the city or of a dreadful blow to the 
commerce and navigation of this country. It may then be said, quid- 
quid delirant Britanni, plectuiUur Belgae. It will be their own fault. 

All this will probably be delayed somewhat, for our friend has told 
me that the provincial assembly will not rise this week. As I can not 
see him to-day, because he dines out, I have sent him a letter, of which 
a copy is enclosed. 

I :uij. gentlemen, etc., 

Dumas, 



Franklin and Adams to Vergennes." 

I' assy, November 12, 1778. 

Sir: The alliance between this kingdom and the United States of 
America is an event of such magnitude in their history, that we con- 
ceive it would be highly pleasing to our constituents to have the picture 
of his majesty, their illustrious ally, to be kept in some public place 
where the Congress sits. 

We would carefully avoid everything which would be disagreeable, 
and would therefore submit this proposal to your excellency's consid- 
eration ; and if you should be of opinion that no offense would be given, 
we request your excellency's kind offices to procure us, for the benefit 
of our constituents, the pictures of their majesties the king and queen 
that posterity, as well as those of the present generation, who may 
never have an opportunity of seeing those royal personages, may be- 
come acquainted with the nearest resemblance of them which the arts 
have devised. t 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Sartine.! 

Passy, November 12, 1778. 

Sir: Last night we had a letter from Nantes, a copy of which we 
have the honor to enclose to your excellency. 

Tbe subject of it appears to us of great importance to the United 
States, as well as to the individuals, Frenchmen aud Americans, who 
are interested in the vessels destined to America; also to a consider- 

* 7 J. Adams' Works, 70, 

t This letter may not have been sent. It does not appear to have been formally 
answered. On the 19th of December following a letter was addressed to Congress, 
signed by the king, notifying that body of the birth of his first child, a, daughter. 
This produced a congratulatory answer from Congress on the 15th of June, 1779, 
terminating with a similar request for their majesties' portraits, which request was 
complied with, and the pictures afterwards sent,— 7 J. Adam's Works, 70, note, 

1 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Uorr., 362, 
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able number of gentlemen and others who are going passengers in this 
fleet, and ultimately to the common cause. 

It gives us great pleasure to find so large a number of vessels going 
out upon this occasion. Their cargoes are much wanted to enable our 
countrymen to sustain the war. We therefore most cheerfully join with 
the subscribers to the letter, who have also petitioned your excellency 
in requesting a large convoy to protect those ships quite home to 
America. 

Upon this occasion we can not refrain from submitting to your ex- 
cellency our opinion, that the more of the king's ships are sent to 
America, the more certainly France maintains a superiority of naval 
power in the American seas, the more likely it will be that she will 
have the advantage iu the conduet of the war, because the French 
having the ports and the country, the provisions, the materials, and the 
artificers of America open to them, and the English being obliged to 
derive all these things from Europe, the former have a vast advantage 
over the latter in the conduct of the war iu that quarter of the world, 
not to mention that the French ships, being newer and in better condi- 
tion than the English, are better able to sustain the American seas. 

Your excellency will excuse our suggesting one reflection, that what- 
ever vessels of war are sent to America, they should be plentifully fur- 
nished with marine woolen clothes, especially blankets and gloves, or 
mittens, without which it is extremely difficult for the men to do their 
duty iu the cold season upon that coast. 
We are, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Aethub Lee. 
John Adams. 



Sartine to the "omraiKsioueis at Paris.* 
[Translation. ] 

Versailles, November 12, 1778. 
Gentlemen : M, de Fleury i has represented to me that his only son 
embarked for America in 1778, where he served the United States in 

' 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Corr., 362. 

t Fleury is represented by Theodore Foster, with whom he lived at Providence, as 
" sociable, jocose, and very agreeable iu conversation, of a free liberal turn of mind 
in matters of religion. * * * He served gallantly under Sullivan on Rhode Inland, 
and for the brilliant part he took in the storming of Stony Point received the com- 
mendation of Wayne. Congress voted him thanks and a silver medal. This inedal 
was probably never in his possession. It appears to have been lost, how and w lieu 
are unknown, in Princeton, K, J., where it was fonnd in 1850. Dc Flenry accompa- 
nied Hamilton in a visit to Estaing iu 1778, to communicate Washington's views in 
regard to mntual operations. Washington speaks ofhim as an 'agreeable and valua- 
ble officer,' whose servicea he bad received on numerous occasions." — Stone, Our 
French Allies, 36, 
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the army of General Washington with sufficient distinction to be raised 
to the rank of lieutenant colonel, but having been made prisoner, and 
conducted to Fort St. Augustine, he has not yet been able to procure 
his exchange, and is in the most deplorable condition. The distinction 
which this young office obtained in the service of the United States 
speaks iu his favor; and I am persuaded, gentlemen, that you will at- 
tend to the request of M. rle Fleury. I should be obliged to you if you 
would include him in the first exchange of prisoners. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Sartine. 



Dumas to tlie Commissioners at Paris." 
[Translation.] 

Hague, November 13, 1778. 
Gentlkmen : The situation of affairs here is becomiug extremely 
critical. The resolution mentioned in my letter of the 10th, to deny 
convoy for naval stores, has not yet been formally adopted. It has 
been decided to determine this point next Wednesday by the majority 
of voices. The members from Amsterdam have protested against this, 
as contrary to the constitution, which requires, in such cases, una- 
nimity, and have entered their protest in the book. They were, how- 
ever, abandoned by all the other cities. M. Van Berckel sustained the 
attacks of the whole assembly with firmness; one might say that he 
had to encounter the whole province, and consequently the whole re- 
public, except his own city. If the council upholds the regency and 
the merchauts continue to oppose this measure, as iu all probability 
they will, they must succeed in their righteous cause. If the council, 
contrary to all appearances, should yield, M. Van Berckel declares that 
he will never return, but will leave room for any one who wishes it to 
occupy his place. 

The French ambassador, on his side, declared several days ago, to 
the principal officers of government, ami through them to the pension- 
aries of the cities, that the king expects that the republic will cause the 
Dutch Hag to be respected, aud will protect, efficiently and promptly, 
her commerce, in conformity with the treaties of 1G74, etc., between 
tiiis country and England, on the faith of which reposes the confidence 
in hi" fiag; and if the republic does not answer to such reasonable 
expectations, and undertakes to modify any part of those treaties to 
the prejudice of commerce, the king is immovably fixed in his determi- 
nation to deprive the nation of those advantages which his majesty, 
out of pure kindness, and without any obligation by treaty, has hitherto 
permitted it to enjoy in the ports of France. 



* 1 SpiU'ks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 363. 
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I have communicated this to-day to the friends of Amsterdam, to be 
made known on change. 

I shall set out in au hour for a place where my presence is considered 
necessary. 

In tbe mean while, I am, etc., 

Dumas. 



Sartine to the Commissioners at Paris." 

[Translation.] 

Versailles, November 1 4, 1778, 
Gentlemen : I have submitted to the lung the reasons which might 
determine his majesty, to set at liberty citizens of the United States 
prisoners in Prance. But he has wisely decided that this favor ought 
to be granted only to those who have been taken from American vessels 
and compelled to serve against 1 heir country. It will therefore be neces- 
sary for you, gentlemen, to cause a list to be made, certified by your- 
selves, which you will have the goodness to forward to me, that only 
the good and faithful subjects of the United States may enjoy the bene- 
fit of his majesty's favor. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

De Sartine. 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Sartine. i 

Passt, November 15, 1778. 

SlE : We have the honor of your excellency's letter of the 5th of this 
month, but as the memoir of the French surgeon, which your excellency 
proposed to transmit to us, was by some accident omitted to be enclosed 
in your letter, we are ignorant of bis case, and consequently unable to 
inform your excellency whether it is in our power to afford him any re- 
lief. If your excellency will have the goodness to send us the memoir 
we will answer your letter without delay. 

In the mean time we may acquaint your excellency that the United 
States have not adopted any precautious for sending succors to their 
subjects imprisoned in England, We have ventured, without orders or 
permission from the United States, to lend small sums of money to 
persons who have escaped from irons and dungeons in Great. Britain, 
to bear their expenses to Nantes, L'Orient, and Bordeaux, But we 
have sent no succor to them while in England, except a small sum of 
money, put iuto the hands of Mr. Hartley, to be disposed of by him for 
the relief of such as should most want it. 



* 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., y«4. 



( Ibid., :*58. 
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We shall consider every Frenchman taken by the English on board 
of American vessels in the same light as if he was an American by 
birth, and entitled to the same assistance from us as Americans are in 
the same situation. 

We have the honor to be, etc., 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
John Adams. 



A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affairs.* 

Paris, November 15, 1778. 

Gentlemen : I am informed that it is determined in the cabinet of 
London not to recall their commissioners this winter. Governor .John- 
stone has been very graciously received j Lord Howe not. He con- 
ducts himself as one that is discontented, and has not been at court. It 
is given out that Johnstone declares he is possessed of impeachable 
matter against both the Howes. 

I before mentioned that the enemy was preparing to send out pro- 
visions and clothing for their troops, as if it was intended they should 
remain in America. It is also certain that they have contracted for 
twelve thousand toDS of shipping for the beginning of next March. 
They talk of sending over either ten thousand British, or twelve thou- 
sand Russians for the next campaign, which I am assured and believe 
they have deter mined to risk. 

To sustain this, they affirm very confidently that a triple alliance, 
offensive and defensive, is concluded between Russia, Prussia, and 
Great Britain. This, I believe, is at best anticipation. That such an 
alliance will be the subject of this winter's negotiation is very probable; 
perhaps, too, it may succeed, and that Denmark and Sweden may join. 
But the good effects of it in favor of our enemy are very problematical. 
It will inevitably draw forth Spain, which, in our part of the questiOD, 
is of much more weight than all the rest. And as to the general war, 
the league that would be necessarily formed against the other between 
the United States, the Empress, France, and Spain would be the most 
powerful. I do not count upon Portugal, Naples, Tuscany, and Sar- 
dinia, which yet, in all human probability, will join our confederacy. 
The temper of Holland is such that the junction of the United Provinces 
may well be expected, if England has not the wisdom to recede from 
her claims; and if she does, the Hollanders, having gained the points 
in trade which they contend for, will render their neutrality perhaps 
more favorable to us in matters of supply than an actual confederation. 

These are the plans that must employ the negotiation of all Europe 
during this winter, which wilt produce either a general pacification or a 



* MSS. Duy. of Statu; l Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coir,, 524. 



840 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



general war. Tbe latter is what our enemy is endeavoring to effect. 
In doing this, l>y lue same fated perversion of understanding which lias 
happily prevailed in all their measures, they are laboring to secure 
what they wish to subvert — the absolute independency of America; 
for there was never a political event more manifest and sure than that 
a general war must involve in it the independeucenf the United States 
as an inevitable consequence. 

The obtaining money in Europe is doubtful, though not desperate. 
But this seems very probable, that if the irritation and ill humor in 
Holland is continued by England's persisting in the interruption of 
their trade, they will lend us money out of revenge; and if England 
retracts, the Dutch will semi us such plentiful supplies, and take in 
return our produce, as in a great measure to compensate for the want 
of funds. The dispute seems to be in such a state that there is no me- 
dium. I am, therefore, in hopes that if the war should continue the 
distress of it will press with much more severity upon our enemies than 
on us. 

I am informed that a Swedish ship, the Henrica Sofia, Captain P. 
Held, loaded with Spanish property, bound from London to Teneriffe, 
has been taken by Captain Cunningham in the Revenge, which, being 
considered in Spain as a violence done to them, has given great offense. 
I have assured them that, upon its being made to appear in the admi- 
ralty court in America that the property is neutral, it will be restored, 
with such damages as are just. The court of Spain is so much offended 
at Captain Cunningham's conduct before this, that they write me orders 
have beeu sent to all their ports to prohibit his entrance. From the 
beginning to the end of this business of Cunuiugham, it has been so 
bad, that Congress only can correct it by punishing those who are con- 
cerned. It has cost the public more than 100,000 livres, and embroiled 
us both with the French and Spanish courts.* 

The State of Virginia having sent for arms and artillery necessary 
for their defense, and some advances being absolutely necessary to ob- 
tain the supply, I venture to advance 50,000 livresout of the public 
funds in my hands. Had not this demand pressed so much, I certainly 
should not have done this without the permission of Congress. But 
as it is, and though I expect the reimbursement before the articles I 
have ordered for the public will call for payment, yet I think it my 
duty to commuuicate this transaction, and submit it to the censure of 
Congress. I expect a complete cargo is by this time shipped in my de- 
partment, consisting of blankets, shoes, tent cloth, sail cloth, and rig- 
ging for a vessel of five hundred tons. This cargo, with what went be- 
fore, should contain ten thousand blankets. I have ordered twenty 

* This, so far as concerns France, was a mistake. The displeasure of tlie Freucli 
minister with Cunningham was only put on to save appearances. (See supra, commis- 
sioners to committee, May 25, 1777 ; Deaiie to Morris, Aug. 2.1, 1777, with note; and 
so as to Spain, Deane to committee, etc., Oct. 8, Oct. 17, 1776.) 
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thousand more, which, with halt' of the freight I am obliged to advance 
for the above cargo, will more than employ all the funds in my hands. 
I have the honor to be, etc> 

Arthur Lee. 

November IS, 1778. 
P. S. — Every hour's intelligence confirms the opinion that the enemy 
will not obtain any Russian auxiliaries. 



Deane to the President of Congress.* 

Philadelphia, November 19, 1778. 

Sir: I did myself the honor of writing to you on the 7th of October 
last, and having since received a letter from Mr. Williams, I send it 
enclosed, to show Congress that the moneys mentioned by Mr. A. Lee 
in his letter of the 1st of June last to have been received by that gen- 
tleman, have, in the opinion of two of the commissioners, been well 
laid out and faithfully accounted for. It gives me great pleasure to 
find that the clothes contracted for by Mens. Month ieu, Messrs. Hollter, 
Sabhatier, Desprez, that gentleman, and others, are, on examination, 
approved of, and allowed to be the best of the kind, both as to the 
quality of the cloth and fashion they are made in, of any that ba,ve 
ever been imported. It is, indeed, a fortunate circumstance that out 
of near forty thousand suits so few have been intercepted. As Mr. A. 
Lee, in his letters, has insinuated that the contracts for these clothes 
were made entirely by me, and has charged me with great extrava- 
gance in them, I beg leave to inform Congress that these suits com- 
plete, and delivered on board, do not cost, on an average, thirty-six 
livres, or thirty-one shillings and six pence sterling the suit. I labored 
hard to send over shoes, stoelnugs, and shirts in proportion, and so far 
as it was effected, the suit complete, with shoes, stockings, and shirt, 
does not amount in the whole to forty shillings sterling. These facts 
beiug known, I am content to take on myself the merit or demerit of 
furnishing these supplies. 

I will make no comment on the dismission of a man of Mr. Williams' 
known abilities, integrity, and economy, and who did the business of 
the public for two per cent., to make room for the deputies of Mr. Wil- 
liam Lee, who shares five percent, with them, nor on the still more unac- 
countable conduct of Mr. A. Lee in ordering bills accepted by Messrs. 
Franklin and Adams to be protested. It gives me pain to be forced to 
lay these facts before Congress, but I can not, consistent with the duty 
I owe my country, nor with the justice due myself, permit them, and 
others of the like nature, to remain longer concealed from public view 
and examination. 

* MSS, Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 127, with omissions nnd verbal 
changes. 
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My letter of the 7tU ultimo covered observations ou Mr. Lee's and 
Mr. Izard's letter to Congress, to which I am Still without the honor of 
any reply. Nothing would give me greater satisfaction than to learn by 
what part of my public conduct I have merited the neglect with which 
my letters and most respectful solicitations for months past to be 
heard before Congress have been treated. I confess that I once flat- 
tered myself the services I performed in procuring supplies and send- 
ing them to the United States at the most critical period of their affairs, 
and iu assisting to bring forward and conclude the treaties, together 
with the honorable testimonials from the court of France whilst I had 
the honor of residing there, would have merited tbe approbation of 
Congress. And 1 now leave it with every person of sensibility and 
honor to imagine what must be my disappointment and chagrin to find 
myself obliged at last to leave America without being informed if ex- 
ceptions have been taken to any part of my conduct, or what they may 
be. Tb us situated, though I can but feel most sensibly, yet a conscious- 
ness of the integrity and zeal which have ever guided and animated 
my conduct, and a sense of the important services I have been so for- 
tunate as to render my country, with the confidence I have that justice 
will yet be done me, support and will never permit me to forget or 
desert myself or my country whilst in my power to be useful. 

I took the liberty, ou the 12th instant, in writing to Congress, again 
to remind them of my being without any answer to my request, and 
having wrote already repeatedly, I will not trouble that honorable 
body fnrther ou the subject of my being heard, agreeable to what by 
their resolutions which recalled me, and since 1 hoped for and had 
reason to expect; but praying them to accept my sincere thanks for 
the honor they did me in appointing me their commercial and political 
agent in Europe, and afterwards one of their commissioners to the 
court of France, by which I have had an opportunity of rendering my 
country important services, I have only to repeat my former request, 
that orders may be given to their minister at the court of France to 
have my accounts examined and settled immediately on my return 
thither, referring to toy letter of the 7th, ou that head and entreating 
for a speedy resolution ou the subject. 
I have the honor to remain, with the most profound respect, etc., 

Silas Dhane. 

P. S. — Since writing the above I am informed that letters have been 
received from the honorable Mr. Lee, and read in Congress, which men- 
. tiou certain proceedings of Mr. Hodge, and that a sum of money had 
been paid Mr. S. Wharton by my order without the knowledge of the 
commissioners, and which I left unexplained and unaccounted for. I 
will only say here, that any insinuation of this kind is totally ground- 
less, and makes me feel most sensibly what I suffer by not being per- 
mitted to be heard before Congress, which I still solicit for, 

S. D. 
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Gerard to the President of Congress.* 
[Translation,] 

Philadelphia, November 20, 1778. 
SiE: The minister of France thinks it his duty to have the honor of 
communicating to the President of Congress the reflection that, accord- 
ing to ordinary rules, treaties are not published until the respective 
ratifications have been exchanged, and that so far as he is in formed, 
that of the king has not arrived. If Congress, however, has motives 
to proceed immediately to this publication, the minister requests it not 
to be stopped by his reflection; the wisdom of their views deserving 
all preference over what can only be regarded as a mere formality. 

Gerard. 



Dumas to the Commissi oners at Paris. t 
[Translation.] 

Hague, November 20, 1778. 

Gentlemen: I returned here last Wednesday morning, and in the 
afternoon was informed by our friend that the despotic act which I an- 
nounced to you in my last of the 13th of November, was passed in the 
assembly of the province after a session of three hours; and that the pre- 
amble, with the addition of which 1 gave you an account in my letter of 
the 10th, was adopted by a majority. The city of Amsterdam has, in 
consequence, entered a protest against this resolution, declaring it nidi, 
as having been adopted contrary to the forms required by the constitu- 
tion of the state, which prescribes unanimity in such cases. The injuri- 
ous consequences which may result to the city are also exposed. 

Sir J. Yorke dispatched a messenger with all haste to England with 
the news of the triumph of his party. His court will not fail to boast 
of this success in Parliament and in the journals ; it appears to have 
been desired for this purpose. No mention will be made of the protest, 
which, in reality, converts this success into smoke, which will soon be 
dissipated; for the members from the great city declare that if the pro- 
test is not printed with the resolution they will have it primed in the 
city ; so that at least this nation shall not be deceived. It is easy to 
foresee two important consequences resulting from this measure, one, 
the blow predicted in my letter of the 10th, the other the close of a 
famous banking establishment, without which the others can not stand. 

I might enter more into details; but besides that I have not time, I 
am afraid to trust them to paper. I will only add that to-morrow 
morning the members from the great city will depart, and with them 
all the glory of Belgium. The others arc ashamed of their own work, 

*MSS. Dep. of State; 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 567. 
tl Sparks' Dip. J&»v, Uorr., ^lis. 
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dare not boast of it, aud bang down their heads. It has even been 
attempted to circulate the report that the famous resolution was adopted 
uuauiinously aud iu eou fortuity with the wishes of the great city. 

You can not imagine, gentle men, how eager are your enemies iu the 
present situation of affairs to propagate reports of dissensions and 
divisions between the Americans and French and among the Americans 
themselves; their object is to animate their own party and discourage 
their opponents. We may despise them and laugh at them, but your 
best friends are afflicted that we receive no news from America by the 
way of France. I pray God that we may soou have some and of the 
most favorable character. 
I am, gentlemen, etc., 

Dumas. 



A. Lee to Committee of Correspondence." 

November 25, 1778. 

Gentlemen: Iain informed that a considerable fleet of provision 
ships are to sail from Cork for New York the end of this or the begin- 
ning of next montb. Tbey will have one frigate for their convoy, as- 
sisted by two or three armed ships. This news I fear will not reach 
you in time to have these ships intercepted on the coast, which would 
be a blow upon the enemy. Nothing new but the meeting of Parlia- 
ment, which will be on the 26th, must open something. 

1 have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, gentlemen, your 
most obedient and humble servant, 

Arthur Lee. 



Franklin to Hartley, t 

Passy, November 29, 1778. 
Dear Sir: T have heard nothing from you lately concerning the 
exchange of prisoners. Is that affair dropped ? Winter is coming on 
apace. I understand that your charitable contribution is near ex- 
pended and uot likely to be renewed. Many of those unfortunate 
people must suffer greatly. I wish to have a line from you informing 
me what may be depended on. 
I am, etc., 

B. Franklin. 

■ MSS. Dep. of State. 

t MSS. Dep. of State; 15 Bigelow'a Franklin, 223. 
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Deane to the President of Congress. 

Philadelphia, November 30, 177S. 
SiK : r am still so unhappy as to bo without tlie honor of any reply 
to the several letters I have wrote through you to Congress, praying 
that honorable hotly to favor me with an audience, and that they would 
give the necessary orders to their ministers or commissioners at tlie 
court of Versailles to examine, adjust, ami settle my accounts immedi- 
ately on my return to France. I take liberty now to add to what I 
have already wrote, that the hopes of being favored with an audience 
have already occasioned my losing several very agreeable and safe 
opportunities of returning until the season has become as pressing as 
the business which calls me back, and obliges me most earnestly to 
entreat the attention of Congress to my situation and requests. 
I have the honor to remain, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Gerard to Congreas.f 

Philadelphia, December 2, 1778. 

The President communicated to Congress the following unsigned 
note from the minister of France: 

"It is thought proper to inform persons who have business iu France 
that all judicial and extra-judicial acts, powers of attorney, etc., which 
are destined to be sent thither, ought to be invested with the authorisa- 
tion of the minister plenipotentiary or the consuls of this crown estab- 
lished in the different States of America. By means of this formality 
all the acts valid in America will have the same validity in France in 
all cases." 

December 4. 

The President communicated to Congress another unsigned note from 
the minister of France relative to a plan he had proposed for discharg- 
ing the debt due to Roderique Hortalez & Co., namely, by furnishing 
the French fleet in America with provisions, for the amount of which 
the court would procure the United States a credit with Hortalez & 
Co. The note was delivered in English, iu the words following: 

« Leave is begged from the honorable the President of Congress to 
submit to him some reflections upon a late conversation. The insinua- 
tion made was founded upon the consideration that the method pro- 
posed would be more simple, more easy, and more convenient than any 
other, and that, besides the troubles, the expenses, the dangers of the 
sea, and of the enemy, the spoiling of the cargoes, etc., would be 
avoided. 

• MS8. Dep. of State [ 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 199, with -verbal changes, 
t MSS. Dep. of Statej 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Corr., 568, 
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« The manner of executing tliis plan, if adopted, would be very 
simple, and attended with no inconveniency. The court shall take upon 
itself to satisfy the furnisher of the articles iu question, and Congress 
that] receive the discharge for ready money in their accounts with the 
court." 



Aflame to the President of Congress.* 

Bassy, December 3, 1778. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose to Congress the latest newspapers. 
As they contain the speech at the opening of Parliament and some of 
the debates in both Houses upon the addresses in answer to it, they 
are of very great importance. I learu by some newspapers and private 
letters that an opinion has been prevalent in America that the enemy 
intended to withdraw from the United States; and considering the 
cruel devastations of the war, and the unfortunate situation of our 
finances, nothing would give me so much joy as to see reasons to concur 
in that opinion, and to furnish Congress with intelligence in support of 
it. But I am sorry to say the reverse is too apparent. We may call it 
obstinacy or blindness, if we will; but such is the state of parties in 
England, so deep would he the disgrace, and perhaps so great the per- 
sonal danger to those who have commenced and prosecuted this war, 
that they can not but persevere in it at every hazard ; and nothing is 
clearer in my mind than that they never will quit the United States 
until they are either driven or starved out of them. 1 hope, therefore, 
Cougress will excuse me for suggesting that there is but one course 
for us to take, which is to concert every measure and exert every 
nerve for the total destruction of the British power within the United 
States. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

John Adams. 



Dumas to the Committee of Foreign Affairs. ( 

The Hague, December 3, 1778. 
Gentlemen : The act of despotism which I announced to you iu my 
letter of the 16th \ was consummated on the 18th of November, The 
resolution adopted by the majority had a specious design, to wit, to re- 
fuse the commissaries, which the English ambassador demanded, to 
agree that the article of naval stores, legalized by the treaty of 1G74, 
should be for the future contraband ; but, in the end, alt was spoiled by 
the refusal of convoy to ships carrying these articles to Prance. 

* MSS. Dep. of State ; 2 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Corr., 504 ; 7 John Acliuiia' Works, 70. 
t MSS. Dep. of State ; 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., M6. 
; Missing. 
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But Amsterdam baa inserted iu the acts a formal protest, by which 
this resolution is declared null, by its having been adopted in a manuer 
contrary to the constitution, which requires unanimity in this case. 
The protest indicates, at the same time, the consequences which this 
affair may have. They may be very serious if they push the city to ex- 
tremities. The first will be the closing of the public chest, as far as 
concerns her contribution towards the expeuses of the confederation. 
This city alone pays about one-quarter of all the expenses of the repub- 
lic, and if they should push things to extremity she may ask succors of 
France, who certainly would not suffer her to be oppressed. The min- 
isterial gazettes iu England announce this to their nation as a great 
success. Qui vult decipi decipiatur. On the other side, France threatens 
to seize in her turn English property on board of Dutch ships, and to 
deprive these of the favors they enjoy in her ports, if the republic does 
not cause her flag to be respected by the English, according to treaties. 

On the I5th the states of the province will be reassembled. 
I hare the honor to be, etc., 

Dumas. 



Dearie to the President of Congress." 

Friday, December 4, 177S. 
Sir : I have now f o acknowledge your favors of 10 o'clock last evening, 
and to thank you for the attention paid to my last letter to you. Pre- 
vious to receiving the intimation you have given me, " that Congress 
had resolved to take into consideration their foreign affairs, and that 
such branches as I had been particularly concerned in would in due 
course become subjects of deliberation," I had prepared to leave this 
city, and had made my arrangements accordingly, which it will not be 
in my power to dispense with for any time. I take the liberty of men- 
tioning this, as 1 do not find iuthe intimation you have given me of the 
resolution of Congress any time tixed for my attendance, and 1 take the 
liberty of repeating what I have before had the honorof writing to you, 
that my detention is extremely prejudicial to my private affairs, and, 
so far as I am able to judge, in some degree so to those of the public 
which I have had the honor to be intrusted with, some of which re- 
quire my presence at the settlement of them, as well on account of my 
owu reputation as for the interest of the United States.! 
I have the honor to be, with much repeet, etc., 

Silas Deane. 

*MSS. Dep. of State, 1 Sparks' Dip, Rev. Corr., 129. 

t On tbe 5th of December Mr. Deaue published an article in the Pennsylvania Ga- 
zette, retiectmg on the conduct of some of the commissioners in Europe. This pub- 
lication gave much offense to Messrs. Arthur Lee mid William Lee. and Mr. Izard, as 
TV-ill bo seen hereafter in their letters to Congress.— Spakks. 
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A. Lee to Gardoqui.* 

Paris, December i, 177S. 
Dear Sir : I wrote you on the 10th ultimo and have not been favored 
with anything from you since. Upon a supposition that I should have 
funds sufficient in my hands, I desired your house to collect twenty or 
thirty thousand blankets, which I intend to pay for without troubling our 
friends with you. But I find the clothing, shoes, and stockings, which 
I was obliged to send from hence, have consumed most part of the 
money remitted to me, so that I shall be unable to pay for those blan- 
kets. Yet they are an article most essential to our army, both in winter 
and summer. I must therefore beg you to beseech our friends to ex- 
tend their order to them, and have them shipped as fast as they are 
collected by your house, on the old plan, 

lu consequence of what passed when we were at Burgos and Vittoria, 
I wrote that our vessels would be received at the Havana as those of 
the most favored nation. It is desired to know whether, under this, 
the produce of the States may be carried thither for sale, and prizes 
sold there or in any other of his catholic majesty's ports in America, 
I shall be much obliged to you to get me au explanation on this head, 
as we would wish to avoid giving em harassment or offense by extending 
the liberty further than is meant. The ports being open iu this manner 
would be certainly beneficial to both ; but i am no judge how far it 
would be consistent with the policy of your commercial regulations. 

Count d'Estaiug's fleet was refitted, and ready to sail from Boston 
the 3d of November. His officers and sailors have behaved there with 
the greatest decorum, and rendered themselves exceedingly agreeable 
to the inhabitants. The fray of which our enemies make so much was 
entirely accidental, and owing to some privateers men wanting to get 
biscuit for a cruise. The readiness of our enemies to hope from every 
little incident a dissolution of our foreign connections serves only to 
show how much they apprehend from a oonti nuance of them. 
There is no certain intelligence of the euemy's fleet or army. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Adams to Gerry, t 

Tasst, December J5, 1778. 
DEAR Sir: It is necessary that you should be minutely informed of 
the minutest and most secret springs of action here, if it is possible. 
Yet the danger is so great of our letters being taken and getting into 
English newspapers, that it is very discouraging to a free eorrespond- 

*MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip, Rev., Corr. 527. 
tS Sparks' Dip. Ho v. Corr., 5(55. 
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ence, I will however, take all the precaution in my power to have the 
letters sunk ; but if all these fail, and my letters become public, the 
world must take thein as they find them, and I hope they will do more 
good upon the whole than harm. 

This court and nation appear to ineto he well convinced of the utility 
to their interests of the American alliance. But notwithstanding this, 
they appear to me to have too much diffidence of us, too much diffi- 
dence of the people of America, and too much reserve towards the 
commissioners here. 1 am not satisfied in the cause of this. Whether 
they think that the obstacles of language, religion, laws, customs, and 
manuers are obstacles in the way of a perfect friendship which cannot 
be removed, and therefore that they shaltlose our connection as soon as 
Britain comes to her senses; or whether they are embarrassed by the 
conduct of Spain and are acting in this reserved manner, and with an 
appearance of irresolution in hopes of her coming in ; or whether they 
have any prejudices against the personal characters of the commis- 
sioners, and are loth to be unreserved with them, for fear they shall 
communicate either indiscreetly or by design anything to the English 
or to anybody here, who might convey it to England ; or whether all 
these motives together have a share in it, I know not. Thus much is 
certain, that ever since I have been here I have never seen any dispo- 
sition in any minister of state to talk with any of the commissioners, 
either upon intelligence from Spain or England, upon the designs or 
negotiations of either, or any other court in Europe, or upon the con- 
duct of the war by sea or land, or upon their own plans or designs 
of policy or war. If this reserve was ever thrown off to any one, I 
should think that putting it ou to others bad some personal motive. 
But it is exactly equal and alike to all three. 

Each commissioner here, before I came, had his own set of friends, 
admirers, and dependents, both among the French and Americans. 
Two households united in some degree against one, very unjustly I 
fear, aud very impolitically. But this set the friends of the two to 
injuring the third in conversation, and they can not forbear to do it, to 
tins day. This dissension, I suspect, has made the ministry cautious, 
lest in the course of altercations improper use should be made of free 
communication. For my own part, however odd you may think it in 
me to say it, I have no friends, much less dependents, here, aud am de- 
termined to have none, for I am convinced that competitions among 
these have done the evil. But I am determined, if I am continued here, 
to have free communication with the ministry upon these subjects, and 
to search them to the bottom. The ministry are candid men and sen 
sible, aud I am sure that some eclaircissements would do good. 

However, I ain reckoning without my host, for by the bruits which 
Mr. Deane's letters have scattered I may expect that the first vessel 
will bring my recall or removal to some other court. But wherever I 
54 WH — VOL II 
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am, iify heart will ever be anxious for the good of our country, at 
warm with friendship for her friends, among whom you will ever I 
reckoned in the foremost rank by your most obedient, 

John Adams. 



A. Lee to the Committee of Foreign Affaira." 

Paris, December 5, 1778. 

Gentlemen: 1 had the honor of writing you on the 14th of April; 
May the 9th, 20th, and 23d ; June the 1st, 9th, loth, and 17th ; July the 
6th, 16th, 20th, 28th and 29th ; Augnst the 21st and 31st; September 
the 9th and 30th ; October the 5th and 19th ; November the 4th, ISth, and 
20th, with various enclosures, among which were triplicates of Mr.Wil- 
Hams' accounts and quadruplicates of the state of the Swiss militia. 

From Lord Suffolk's speech on the address it appears that they have 
adopted a dernier plan for conducting the war against you, which, 1 am 
informed, is to burn and destroy everything they approach. The 
example of Colonel Butler is to be pursued on all the frontiers accessi- 
ble to the Indians, to whom small bodies of regulars are to be joined. 
The fleet and armies are to lay waste the seacoast and its vicinities. 
Lord Suffolk is the mouth of the King of Great Britain, and his ad- 
visers Lords Bute and Mansfield, and Mr. Wedderburne. What he 
says may therefore be depended on as their resolution. 

From the enclosed piece {copies of which have been sent from Hol- 
land) you will be able to judge of the nature and situation of the dis- 
pute in Holland. The friends to themselves and us are for augmenting 
their marine; the purchased advocates of England and the dependents 
of the Stadtholder are for increasing their army. 

To make t.hem and other neutral nations feel the necessity of sup- 
porting the privileges of their pavilions against the English, this court 
has declared its determination to make prize of all goods belonging to 
the enemy found in neutral ships as long as the same is permitted to 
be done by the British cruisers with regard to the effects of France in 
the same situation. This is such a blow to their interests as, it is 
imagined, must rouse the Dutch to vigorous exertions against Great 
Britain in support of their privileges as common carriers. 

The court of Spain has published their intention of admitting the 
sale of prizes made by the French and the entrance of all American 
vessels upon the footing of all other neutral nations. 

The Empress of Itussia has determined to take part with the King 
of Prussia in the German war, which the bouse of Austria seems re- 
solved to support against their united forces. As Hanover and the 
other German princes are pledged to assist Prussia, our enemy can 



* MSS. Dep. of State ; 1 Sparks' Dip. He v. Corr., r,28, with omissions and verbid 
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hardly expect any aid from thence. Though it is, therefore, impossible 
to conceive how they can maintain the war in their very exhausted 
state and without one effectual ally, yet it is certain that they mean to 
try another carapaigD. [They are seeking revenge and will find ruin.]* 

I send you some charts of the continent of America and of the is- 
lands, lately published, and reckoned extremely accurate, from which, 
perhaps, Congress may think proper to have others engraved for the 
use of the navy. They consist of three volumes folio, with a quarto 
volume of directions. 

We are in daily expectation of the final pleasure of Congress on the 
several important matters relating to our missions. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



J. Adama to the President of Congress.! 

Passy, December 6, 1778. 
Sir : I have had the honor to enclose to Congress the speech at the 
opening of the British Parliament by several opportunities, but as it 
opens the intention of the enemy and warns "us to be prepared for all 
the evils which are in their power to inflict and not iu our power to 
prevent, I enclose it again in another form. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 

John Adams, 



Gerard to the President of Congress ! 
[Translation, ] 

Philadelphia, December 6, 1778. 
Sir : The minister plenipotentiary of France, considering that it is of 
great importance for the interests of France and the United States of 
America to prevent, or to delay as much as possible, the repairs and 
consequently the activity of the enemy's ships, and that one of the 
most efficacious means would be to intercept the masts which they are 
obliged to bring from Halifax, is firmly persuaded that this subject has 
not escaped the consideration of Congress; but believing that it is for 
the interest of the king, his master, that his majesty should contribute 
to the measures which may effect this object, his intention is to offer a 
reward to the owners of privateers who shall take or destroy vessels 
loaded with masts proper for ships of the line or for frigates. This en- 
couragement seemed necessary, in order to turn the efforts of privateers 

* Passage in brackets ommitted iu Sparks' ed. 
tMSS, Dep. of State; 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 566. 
1 M$S. Dep. of State; 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Corr., 569. 
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in this direction, considering the low price of this commodity in pro- 
portion to other cargoes, but the said minister did not wish to execute 
this plan without communicating it to Congress and before knowing 
its opinion on this subject. 

Gerard. 



J. Adams to Roger Sherman.* 

FASSY, December 6, 1778. 

Dear Sir: From the long series of arduous services in which we 
have acted together, I have had experieuce enough of your accurate 
judgment in cases of difficulty to wish very often that I could have the 
benefit of it here. To me, it appears that there will be no more cordial 
friendship, nor for many years to come any long peace, between 
Great Britaiu and America, and therefore the French alliance is aud 
will be an important barrier to us, aud ought to be cultivated with 
perfect faith and much tenderness. But still it is a delicate aud dan- 
gerous connection. There is danger to the simplicity of our manners 
and to the principles of our constitution, and there may be danger that 
too much will be demanded of us. There is danger that the people and 
their representatives may have too much timidity in their conduct to- 
wards this power, and that your ministers here may have too much 
diffidence of themselves and too much complaisance for the court. 
There is danger that French councils and emissaries and correspond- 
ents may have too much influence in our deliberations. 

I hope that this court will not interfere, by attaching themselves to 
persons, parties, or measures in America. It would be ill policy, but 
no court is always directed by sound policy, and we can not be too 
much upon our guard. Some Americans will naturally endeavor to 
avail themselves of the aid of the French influence to raise their repu- 
tation, to extend their influence, to strengthen their parties, and, in 
short, to promote the purposes of private ambition and interests. But 
these things must be guarded agaiust. 

I wish for a letter from you as often as you can, and that you would 
believe me, your friend, 

John Adams. 



Congress— Deane's Case— Izarp's Charges. t 

December 7, 1778. 
The President informed Congress that on Saturday last he received 
two letters from the honorable B, Izard ; that, like the former, these 
letters contained matters of public and private nature, but as the 

* 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 5o7. 
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House have determined not to receive extracts of letters, he submitted 
tliem entire, being persuaded that it is Mr. Izard's desire that all pub- 
lic matters should be commuuicated to tin-in. 
Ordered, That the letters be received. 

The letters were accordingly received and read, viz., one of July 25, 
and the other of September 12, 1778. 

Six o'clock p. M. 
Resolved, That Silas Deane, esq., report to Congress, in writing, as 
soon as may be, his agency for their affairs in Europe, together with 
any intelligence respecting their foreign affairs which he may judge 
proper. 

That Mr. Deane be informed that if he hath anything to communicate 
to Congress in the interim of immediate importance he shall be heard 
to morrow evening at 6 o'clock. 

Mr. Deane, attending, was called in, and the foregoing resolutions 
were read to him.* 



Franklin, Lee, and Adams to Br. Price. t 

Passy, December 7, 177S. 
SIR: By one of the late ships from America we had the pleasure of 
receiving from Congress an attested copy of their resolution of the 6th 
of October, conceived in these words : 

" In Congress, October 6, 1778. 

"Resolved, That the honorable Benjamin Franklin, Arthur Lee, and 
John Adams, esquires, or any of them, be directed forthwith to apply 
to Dr. Price, and inform him that it is the desire of Cougress to con- 
sider him as a citizen of the United States, and to receive his assistance 
in regulating their finances ; that, if he shall think it expedient to 
remove with his family to America and afford such assistance, a gener- 
ous provision shall be made for requiting his services. 

" Extract from the minutes. 

"Charles Thomson, Secretary.'" 

From a great respect to the character of Dr. Price we have much 
satisfaction in communicating this resolution. We request your answer 
as soon as convenient. If it should be in the affirmative, you may de- 
pend upon us to discbarge the expenses of your journey and voyage 



* For further proceediuga see iw/ra, Dee. 22, 1778. 
1 7 J. Adams' Works, 71. 
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and for every assistance in our power to make your passage agreeable, 
as well as your reception and accommodation in our country. 

We have the honor to be, with the highest esteem and respect, sir, 
vour most obedient and most humble servants, 

B. Franklin. 
Arthur Lee. 
.Torn Adams.* 



Memorial presented by the Due de la Vauguyon, Ambassador of France, to 
the States-General of the United Provinces.! 

The Hague, December 7, 1778, 
High and Mighty Lords i The conviction which the king, my 
master, has had that their high mightinesses, animated with a desire to 
perpetuate the perfect harmony which subsists between France and the 
States-General, would conform themselves scrupulously, in existing cir- 
cumstances, to the principles of the most absolute neutrality, has induced 
his majesty to include the United Provinces in the order that be made in 
the month of July last concerning the commerce and navigation of neu- 
trals. His majesty has less room to doubt of the perseverance of their high 
mightinesses in these principles, because they have given him repeated 
assurances, and because they are the basis and most solid guaranty of 
the repose and prosperity of the republic. His majesty, however, thinks 
he ought to procure, in this respect, an entire certainty; and it is with 
this view that he has directed me to demand of your high mightinesses 
an explanation, clear and precise, of your final determination, and to 
declare to you that he will decide according to your answer to maintain 
or annul, so far as concerns the subjects of your high mightinesses, the 
orders which he has already given. 

To make better known to your high mightinesses the views and inten- 
tions of the king, my master, I have the honor to observe to you that 
his majesty flatters himself that you will procure to the flag of the 
United Provinces all the freedom which belongs to it as a consequence 
of their independence, and to their commerce all the integrity which 
the law of nations and treaties secure to it. The least derogation from 
these principles would manifest a partiality, the effect of which would 

* In the Life of Arthur Lee a Blight mistake is mania respecting thai gentlein ail's 
agency in this case of Dr. Price. The author confounds the official notification by 
the commissioners of the action of Congress, the draft of which ia in Mr. Adams' hand- 
writing, with a private letter accompanying it, written by Mr. Lee, to urge Dr. 
Price's acceptance of the iovjtation. The private answer of Dr. Price, giving rea- 
sons for declining the proposals, is to be found in that work, whilst the former reply, 
transmitted to Congress throagh the hands of Dr. Franklin, is inserted in Mr. Sparks' 
edition of the Writings of Franklin: Life of Arthur Lee,by Richard Henry Lee, 
vol. 1, pp. 148, 149; Works of Franklin, vol. 8, p. 354, note. Note to 7 J. Adams' 
Works, 71. 

1MSS. Dep. of State; 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 248. 



DECEMBER 7, 1778. 



855 



impose on him the necessity of suspending, not only the advantages 
that His majesty has insured to your hag by his order in favor of neu- 
trals, but also the material and gratuitous favors which the commerce 
of the United Provinces enjoys in the ports of hiskingdoru, without any 
other consideratien than the good will aud aif'ection of his majesty for 
your high mightinesses. 

t)trc de la Vaugtjyon* 



Gerard to the President of Congress.* 
t Translation. ] 

Philadelphia, December 7, 1778. 

SiE: I have had the honor of explaining to you the motives of my 
perplexity with regard to transmitting to my court some ideas respect- 
ing certain persons strongly suspected of being emissaries of the court 
of London, as well as concerning the doctrine of the liberty which it is 
pretended the Uuited States have preserved of treating with this power 
separately from their ally, so long as Great Britain has not declared 
war upon the king, my master, 1 have expressed to you how far it is 
from my character to pay regard to public rumors and to the reports of 
any individuals iu a matter as important as it is delicate, and the desire 
which I feel tbat Congress would be pleased to furnish me with the means 
of placing my court, aud by its means all the present aud future friends 
of the United States iu Kurope t on their guard against the impressions 
which these ideas might produce. They appeared tome particularly 
dangerous in relation to England, where they would nourish the hope 
of sowing domestic divisions in the bosom of the Uuited States, and of 
separating them from their ally by annulling also the treaties con- 
cluded with him. It seems, in fact, that as long as this double hope 
shall continue, England will not think seriously of acknowledging yout 
independence on the footing expressed in the treaty of Paris. Your 
zeal, sir, for your country and for the maintenance of the harmony so 
happily established is too well known for me not to hope that you will 
be pleased to lay before Congress this subject, which my solicitude for 
whatever concerns the maintenance of the reputation of the alliance 
has caused me to regard as very important. 

1 am persuaded, sir, that you will at the same time have the goodness 
to inform Congress of the proof of firmness aud of attachment to the 
interests of the United States, to the common cause, and to the alliance 
which the king, my master, has given in rejecting the overtures which 
the court of London has made through Spain. 

1 have the honor to be, with sentiments of respect, etc., 

Gerard. 



*MSS,Dep. of State; SSparka' Dip. Rev. Gorr., 567. 
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To the memorial respecting masts an answer was returned ontlielBtb. 
And in answer to the above letter Congress passed a resolution on the 
14th of January, 1779, as follows: 

" Whereas it has been represented to this House by M. Gerard, min- 
ister plenipotentiary of France, that it is pretended that the United 
States have preserved the liberty of treating with Great Britain sepa- 
rately from their ally, as long as Great Britain shall not have declared 
war against the king, his master: Therefore, 

"Resolved, unanimously, That, as neither France nor these United 
States may of right, so these United States will not eon chide either 
truce or peace with the common enemy without the formal consent of 
their ally first obtained, and that any matters or things which may be 
insinuated or asserted to the contrary thereof tend to the injury and 
dishonor of the said States." 



Lovell to Franklin.* 

Philadelphia, December 8, 1778. 

Sib : By Mr. Cummins, on the 28th of last month, I forwarded sev- 
eral papers of importance, triplicates of which Mr. BromQeld, the bearer 
of this, will deliver. But an accideut then took place, obliging me to 
hold back a letter which I had written to you. Time was wanting in 
which to write another, the vessel having fallen down to Reedy Island 
and the express being mounted. My letter was chiefly on the circum- 
stances of an intended plan of operations, which was enclosed, but de- 
tained for alterations to be made in Congress. 

Our only important struggle now is with our currency. We shall be 
able at least to keep it from growing worse; but we want the aid of 
skillful fitiauciers and of moneyed men to bring about any considerable 
appreciation, as you will more clearly perceive by one of the papers to 
be herewith delivered. 
I am, sir, etc., 

James Lovell, 
For the Committee of Foreign Affairs. 



J. Adams to the President of Congress.) 

Passy, December 8, 1778. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose to Congress one other copy of the 
speech at the opening of Parliament, together with the debates in cou- 
sequeuce of it. 

*MSS. Dep. of State: 2 Sparks' Dip. Rev, Com., 47, 
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The hints in those debate, especially those given out by Lord Suffolk, 
are confirmed by the general strain of intelligence from London. Let- 
ters from persons ivbo are supposed to know announce the determi- 
nation of the cabinet to be that Clinton and Byron, with their fleet and 
army, shall ravage the coast and bomboard and pillage the towns ; 
that tbeir aruiy hi Canada shall be re-enforced ; and that parties of reg- 
ulars, with such tories and Indians as they can persuade to join them, 
shall ravage, burn, and massacre on the frontiers of Massachusetts Bay, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and the Caroliuas. 

These magnificent menaces we know it is not in their power to exe- 
cute entirely, yet we may depend tbey will do as much as they can. 
They will neither acknowledge our independence, nor withdraw their 
fleets and armies ; nor shall we get rid of them but by destroying them, 
or making them prisoners, until the nation is so exhausted and their 
credit so suuk that the minister can raise no more money. 

It has been usual to consider this as a ministerial war, but I have 
ever thought tbey would some time or other discover it to be a national 
war. The few men of the nation who think seriously of the busiuess 
see clearly, in the long train of consequences of American independence, 
the loss of their West India islands, a great part of their East India 
trade, Hie total loss of Canada, Nova Scotia, the Florid as, all the 
American fisheries, a diminution of their naval power, as well as 
national bankruptcy and a revolution in their government in fav^rr 
of arbitrary power. And the nation in general has a confused dread 
upon its spirits of all these thing3. 

The inference they draw from all this is to go on with the war and 
make it more eruel, which is the way, in the opinion of impartial per- 
sons, to make all tbeir gloomy visions realities; whereas the ouly way 
to prevent them is to make peace now, before a total alteratiou takes 
place on both sides. However, all we can do is to be prepared for the 
worst they can do. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, etc. 

John Adams. 



&erarci to the President of Congress.* 

[Translation,] 

Philadelphia, December 14, 1778. 
Sir : The minister plenipotentiary of France has the honor to remind 
Congress that they were pleased to order in Virginia the purchase of 
eighteen thousand barrels of flour to complete the quantity of provisions 
destined for the fleet of his most Christian majesty, but the undersigned 
being informed of the scarcity of this article, has confined himself to ten 
or twelve thousand. Inforinatiou since received from Virginia causing 
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him to fear that the flour of the current year has a disagreeable taste, 
and that, consequently, the aforesaid quantity can not be furnished oj 
a quality suitable forbearing the climate of the islands, the undersigned 
presumes that a part of it may be replaced by rice taken from South 
Carolina, -where he is informed this article abounds. 

It is from these considerations that the undersigned minister takes 
the liberty to request Congress to take the measures necessary in order 
that six thousand barrels of rice may be bought and exported from South 
Carolina. The said minister being resolved to employ American citizens 
in these kinds of purchases, as he has promised, proposes to intrust this 
commission to Mr. Gervais. 

Gerard. 



H. Laurens to Congress,* 

December 16, 1778. 

Honorable GEntlekien : if consciousness of having faithfully 
discharged my duty from the moment Congress were pleased to confer 
on ine the presidency to my last act of resigning the chair enhances 
the value of the acknowledgments with which after mature delfl> 
eration you have been pleased to honor me, the former must be my true 
support. Your testimonial will transmit honor to my children. 

I entreat you, gentlemen, accept my most grateful thanks, and suffer 
me to repeat that I will persevere in measures for the public good with 
unabated ardor. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, and under a great 
sense of obligation, your faithful friend and obedient humble servant, 

Henry Laurens. 



A. Lee to Florida Blanca.t 

PARIS, December 17, 1778. 

Sir : I have the honor of enclosing to your excellency a true copy of 
a proclamation and manifesto lately issued in America by the British 
commissioners. The plan of desolation and cruelty announced in it 
has been approved in Parliament by one of His Britannic Majesty's prin- 
cipal secretaries of state, the Earl of Suffolk ; and a majority in both 
Houses of Parliament have given their sanction to the manifesto itself 
by refusing to disclaim it. Upon these grounds it may justly be con- 
sidered the act of the nation. 

The intentions of Great Britain, derogatory at once of all the sacred 
rights of humanity and of the honor of God and of the established 
laws of civilized nations, are thus declared in the manifesto: "The 

* MSS. Dep. of State. 

tl Sparks' Dip. liuv. Corr., 529. This letter tvob forwarded to Count <le Florida 
Blauca through the agency of Count d'Aranda, Spanish ambassador in France.— 
Spares. 
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policy, as well as the benevolence of Great Britain, have thus far 
checked the extremes of war wheti they teuded to distress u people still 
considered as our fellow subjects and to desolate a country shortly to 
become again a source of mutual advantage. But when that country 
professes the unnatural design not only of estranging herself from us, 
but of mortgaging herself aud her resources to our enemy, the whole 
contest is changed, aud the question is how far Great Britain may, by 
every means in her power, destroy or render useless a connection con- 
trived for her ruin and for the aggrandizement of France. Under such 
circumstances the laws of self-preservation must direct the conduct of 
Great Britain ; and if the British Colonies are to become an accession 
to France, will direct her to render that acquisition of as little avail as 
possible to her enemy." 

The pretext here alleged for carrying war to all extremities, which 
the laws of humanity aud of nations forbid, and of desolating merely for 
the purposes of desolation, is that the country is to be monopolized by 
France. That this is merely a pretext is manifest from the treaty itself, 
on which they ground it, in which it is declared that the United States 
are at liberty to make the same treaty with all nations. 

Your excellency knows, too, how unjust this imputation is in our 
most secret transactions. By one of those strange absurdities into 
which men, blinded by bad passions, "are often betrayed, the.y denounce 
this desolation against the people at large, who they in the same breath 
assert have not ratified the treaty. Thus, if we are to credit their own 
assertions, the ground of their rage is pretended and the objects of it 
innocent. 

It is therefore most clear that the threatened cruelties are not out of 
policy, but out of revenge. And as nothing is more odious than this 
spirit, nothing more dangerous to all that is deemed dear aud sacred 
among men, than an open avowal of such a principle and an exercise 
of the barbarities which it suggests, such a conduct ought to arm all 
nations agaiust a people whose proceedings thus proclaim them to be 
hoxtvt kumani generis. 

It is not that they can add to the cruelties they have already exer- 
cised; desolation and massacre have marked their steps wherever they 
could approach. The sending of those captives, whom tbey pretend 
now to be their fellow subjects, into perpetual slavery in Africa and 
India; the crowding of their captives into dungeons, where thousands 
perish by disease and famine; the compelling of others, by chains and 
stripes, to fight against their country aud their relations; the burning 
of defenseless towns, and the exciting of the savages, by presents and 
bribes, to massacre defenseless frontier families, without distinction of 
age or sex, are extremities of cruelty already practiced, and which they 
cau not exceed. But the recovery of what they called their rights, and 
the reductiou of those who had renounced, as they alleged, a just 
supremacy, was then avowedly the object of the war. These cruelties 
were, it was pretended, incidental severities, and necessary to the attain- 
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nient of a just object. But now destruction aloue is the object. It is 
not profit to themselves, but injuries to tub era. which they are pann- 
ing. Desolation ibr the pleasure of destroying is their only purpose. 
They will sacrifice to disappointed vengeance what their injustice lost 
and their power can not regain. 

There can not be a greater violation of those laws which bind civil- 
ized nations together, which are the general property, and which dis- 
tinguish their wars from those of savages and barbarians, than this 
manifesto. All civilized nations are called upon, as well by their own 
interests as those of humanity, to vindicate its violated laws. Your 
excellency will therefore permit uie to hope that so daring and danger- 
ous a procedure will call forth a declaration from the King of Spain, 
whose pre-eminent character among princes for piety, wisdom, and 
honor will render bim a fit avenger of the common cause of mankind. 
It is not America only that is wronged by this savage proclamation, 
but the feelings of humanity, the dictates of religion, the laws of God 
and of nations. 

Your excellency will also give me leave to request that this repre- 
sentation may be laid before his majesty, and enforced with such argu- 
ments as your excellency's greater knowledge and the favor you have 
had tlie goodness to manifest for our just cause may suggest. 

I have the uouor to be, your excellency's very humble servant, 

Arthur Lee. 



* Dumas to the Commissioners at Paris, 

The Hague, December 18, 1778. 
Gentlemen : I have seen our friend. There are two committees at 
work; one for the new remonstrances occasioned by the English, the 
other on the answer to be made to the memorial of the French embas- 
sador. 

December 19 (forenoon). — The admiralty, it was said, would not be in 
favor of an answer till next week ; but measures were taken to make 
them pass one this morning, in which were verba pretereaque nihil; there 
was nothing changed in the restriction of convoy as to naval provisions. 
The ambassador having been notified of it, sent to day, early in the 
morning, to the grand pensionary a note so energetic, that it will be 
difficult to avoid giving a precise, answer, yes or no, which will save 
or iose to the Seven Provinces the commerce of France. 

December 19 [evening).— In spite of the note of the ambassador, the 
English party has prevailed in the provincial assembly, and all except 
Amsterdam have adopted by a majority the opinion of the admiralty. 
Thereupon Amsterdam delivered her protest, in which she confirmed 
her former protest against the resolution of the IStli of November. She 
declared further that she held herself irresponsible and discharged of 

* MSS. Dep. of State; 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 248. 
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all injurious consequences to tlie republic which the unsatisfactory 
answers they had given France might have. Our friend has caused me 
to read this protest, which is moderate, but energetic. 

December 22, — I have a copy of the resolution and protest. I know 
on good authority that the court of London has declared that it is no 
better satisfied with the resolution adopted ou the 18th of November. 
Thus those who have wished to be wholly subservient to that court are 
very badly paid for their complaisance. The above resolution, adopted 
by the majority of the States of Holland on the 19th of this month, has 
not yet been presented to the States-General. The assembly of Holland, 
which was to have separated this week, adjourned to Tuesday next. 
The deputies of the cities will depart on Thursday, to seek, it is said, 
new instructions for another answer, such as the ambassador can re- 
ceive. Those of Amsterdam remain here, because they have no need 
of an ad referendum. 

December 24.— The British court has communicated to the republic its 
order, which declares liable to seizure neutral ships carrying to Franco 
munitions of war, military and naval. This order is directly contrary 
to the resolution of the 18th of November, by which the States refuse 
to permit this article to be put in Question, which treaties secure to 
them. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

DUMAS. 



The King of Franco to Congress. * 

[Translation.} 

Very Dear and Great Friends and Allies : We do not delay 
informing you of the birth of the princess, to whom the queen, our very 
dear consort, has just happily given birth. Our uonlideuce in your 
friendship does not permit, us to doubt your interest in this event, uor 
your participation in the satisfaction which we derive from this first 
fruit of the divine blessing on our marriage. 

The interest that we take in the prosperity of your Republic is our 
warrant for the pleasure which we have in repeating to you the assur- 
ances of our esteem and of our constant affection. Moreover, wo pray 
God that he may keep you, very dear and great friends and allies, un- 
der his holy and worthy protection. 

Louis. 

Written at Versailles, December 19, 1778.f 
" 5 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 590. 

t Thin letter being read, the President, with a committee consisting of una rue-m. 
ber from each State, waa immediately to wait upon the miuiater, and in the name of 
the United States to congratulate him upon the birth of the princess. A committee 
was also appointed to prepare the ilraft of au answer to hia Majesty's letter. 
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Deaue to the President of Congress.* 

Philadelphia, December 21, 1788. 
Sir: In obedience to the orders of Congress of the 7th inst., t I have 
now committed to writing as particular an account of my agency of their 
affairs in Europe as my situation will permit me, and wait the pleasure 
of Congress to lay the same before them. Aud I have only to request 
that the letters written by the commissioners to Congress, or the com- 
mittee of foreign affairs, during my agency or since, which refer 
thereto, ordered to be read in Congress, may be laid on their table 
when I shall have the honor to be admitted, 1 request this, from my 
not having the copies of those letters with me, to which the accounts 
I am directed to give refer; but recollecting. the substance of them, I 
have judged it unnecessary to trouble Congress for copies of them at 
present, as it might cause some delay, and I am anxious to complete as 
soon as possible the information expected from me, I flatter myself 
that au early day will be fixed, and if I may take the liberty to mention 
one, I wish it may be to-morrow, if consistent with the business of 
Congress. 

I have the honor to be, with the utmost respect, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Congress — Dearie's Case.: 

December 22, 1778, 
A letter of the 21st from Mr. S. Deane was read, informing Congress 
that lie has committed to writing as particular an account of his agency 
of their affairs in Europe as his situation will permit him, and that he 
waits the pleasure of Congress to lay the same before them. 

Ordered, That Mr. Deane be informed that Congress will meet this 
evening at 6 o'clock to receive his information, and that he attend at 
that time. 

Six o'clock, p. sr. 

According toorder, Mr. Deane, attending, was called in, and proceeded 
to read his written information ; but not having time to finish, 

Ordered, That he attend to-morrow at 10 o'clock and proceed in his 
information. 

" MSS. Dep. of State; 1 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Coir., 130, 

t Resolved, That Silas Deane report to Congress in writing, as soon as may be, 
his agency of their affairs in Europe, together with any intelligence respecting their 
foreign affairs which he may judge proper. 

That Mr. Deane be informed that if he has anything to communicate to Con- 
gress in the interim of immediate importance he shall bo heard to-morrow evening 
at 6 o'clock. 

Mr. Deane, attending, was called in, aud the foregoing resolutions were read to 
him. 

i MSS. Dep. of State ; printed secret journals of CongreBB. For prior proceedings 
see sujjro, December 7, 1778. 
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December 23, 1778. 
According to order, Mr. Deane attending, was called io, aod pro- 
ceeded m his information ; and having gone through what he had writ- 
ten, he produced sundry letters and papers which he desired might be 
read. Upon a letter of April 7, from Dr. Franklin to him being read, 
Mr. Deane deaired leave to say something in explanation of the last 
clause of the said letter, which respects a negotiatiOr "who, as the 
letter mentions, is gone back apparently much chagrined at his little 
Buccess, and in which Dr. Franklin says he has promised him faithfully 
that, since his propositions could not be accepted, they should be buried 
in oblivion ; and therefore earnestly desires that Mr. Deane would put 
that paper immediately in the Are on the receipt of the letter, without 
taking or suffering to be taken any copy of it or communicating its 
contents." 

As he was proceeding to explain this matter, a motion was made 
that Mr. Deane withdraw. 
Mr. Deaue accordingly withdrew. 

A motion was then made that Mr. Deane be called in and informed 
that if he has anything further to report he lay it before Congress in 
writing. 

In lieu of which it was moved, as an amendment, that Mr. Deane be 
permitted to proceed in his verbal explanation referred to, and that it 
afterwards be reduced to writing, if Congress shall judge it necessary. 

The amendment being received, a division was called for, and on the 
question to agree to the first clause, the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr. Ellery, 

New Hampshire \ {£ ZggZ^~$£ 

f Mr. Adams — Aye. 1 

Massachusetts Bay...... J J£; f^dW^V.^ ^ye! 

I Mr. Hoi ton Aye. J 

„. , T , , (Mr. Ellery No. ) Di- 

Rbode Island J Ml , CoUi ^ Ay6 . \ vided . 

I Mr. Dyer. Aye. ) 

Connecticut < Mr. Ellsworth Aye. >Aye. 

( Mr. Root Aye. ) 

(£:&«::::::::::::::& 

New je^y j f*»* 

Pennsylvania Mr. Roberdeau Aye. Aye. 

Delaware Mr. McKean Aye. Ay<*. 

i Mr. F. L. Lee Aye. ) 

Vireirjia < Mr. M. Smith No. >Aye, 

( Mr. Griffin Aye. V 

{Mr. Peuu Aye.! 
Mr. Williams Aye. I . 
Mr, Hill Aye. f Aje - 
Mr. Borke Aye.J 

I Mr. Laurens No. 1 

South Carolina < Mr. Drayton Aye. >Aye. 

(Mr. Huteon Aye. ) 

Georgia Mr. Lang worthy Aye. Aye. 

So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
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_. Dyer Aye. ) 

Connecticut ....{ Mr. Ellsworth .-...Aye. /-Aye. 

Boot Aye. ) 



On the question to agree to the second clause, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Ellery, 

. . ( Mr. Whipple Aye. 1 » 

New Hampshire j Mr . ..Aye. j Ay6i 

{Mr. S. Adanis Aye. 1 
E-.lS::::-.:::::::::!^^ 
Mr. Holtort Aye. J 

Rhode Island | J£ Q^tlils '. '. '. .... '. - Aye! \ A * e ' 

I Mr. : 
J Mr. 
j Mr. : 

New York \ £ »" —j; ;*£ [a^ 

New Jersey j^^^-™^!^ 

Pennsylvania Mr. Roberdeao Aye. Aye. 

Delaware Mr. McKean Aye. Aye. 

( Mr. P. L. Lee Aye, ) 

Virginia < Mr - M - Smith Aye. }Aye. 

(Mr. Griffin No. ) 

(Mr. Penn Aye. 1 
Mr. Williams .. Aye. I » 
Mr. Hill Aye. f Ay6i 
Mr. Burke Aye. J 

£ Mr. Laurens Aye. ) 

South Carolina < Mr, Drayton Aye. >Aye. 

( Mr. Hutson Aye. > 

Georgia Mr. Langworthy No. No, 

So it was resolved in the affirmative.* 



Rutledge to Jay.t 

Charleston, December 25, 1778, 
My DEAR Jay : It is a long time since we have had any correspond- 
ence, but I see no reason why it should be longer, when we have any- 
thing to say and leisure to say it in. Such is just my situation, for it is 
Christmas day, and all the world (i. e., my clients) being either at their 
devotions or their amusements, I have time to tell you, and I fear with 
some reason (as it comes north about), that a damned infamous cabal 
is forming against our commander-in-chief, and that whenever they 
shall find themselves strong enough they will strike an important 
blow. 

I give you this hint that you may be on your guard, and I know you 
will excuse me for doing so when you recollect that there are some 
men of our acquaintance who are in possession of all the qualities of 
the devil, his cunning not excepted, Recollect the indirect attempts 
that were repeatedly made against the command and reputation of 
poor Schuyler, and the fatal stab that was at last aimed at both, and 

* For subsequent proceedings see infra, December 81, 1778. 
t2 Jay's Life, 25; 1 Corr. and Pub, Papers of John Jay, 183. 
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let us be taught how necessary it is to oppose a cabal in its infancy. 
Were it in my power I would stifle it in its birth. Conway, the • * * , 
and * * * * * * are said to be at the bottom of this, besides an 
abundance of snakes that are concealed in the grass. If these are not 
encouraged to come forward they will continue where they are; but if 
the former are permitted to bask in the sunshine of congressional 
favor, the latter will soon spread themselves abroad, and an extended 
field will be immediately occupied by the factious and the ambitious. 
The fate of America will then be like the fate of most of the republics 
of antiquity, where the designing have supplanted the virtuous, and 
the worthy have been sacrificed to the views of the wicked. Indeed, 
my friend, if the Congress do not embrace every opportunity to extin- 
guish that spirit of cabal and unworthy ambition, it will finally be 
more essentially injurious to the well-being of this continent than the 
sword of Sir Harry and his whole army. I view the body of which we 
were for a long time members as possessing in a very eminent degree 
the powers of good and evil. It depends on those who manage the 
machine to determine its object. I hear you have returned to Con- 
gress, and I hope you will have your full share in the management. I 
I do not know what gentleman we shall send from this State. We have 
some fine plants, nay, saplings, that will do wondrous well in a few 
years, but are ton tender at present to bear up the weight of this con- 
tinent. Were it now to be imposed upon them it might check their 
growth, etc., as they are the production of a southern clime; it is pos- 
sible they might be blighted by a northern wind. 

When yon write me let me know how Bobert B. Livingston is. Re- 
member me to him, for I esteem him highly. God bless you, my dear 
Jay, and believe me, with great sincerity, 
Tour affectionate friend, 

Edward Kutledge. 



Duoias to the Committee of Foreign Affairs." 

The Hague, December 25, 1778. 
Gentlemen : Your friends here do all that they can to bring about 
future connections between the two republics. The phrase that I have 
underlined in the declaration! expresses nothing else than the authen- 
tic information which the city of Amsterdam has of the disposition by 
which a majority is influenced in the republic. See in it then only the 
wish of the city that your virtuous perseverance in a union on which 
alone depends your sovereignty may frustrate this influence. It can 
do nothing against you without unanimity ; but without this same 

"MSS. Dep. of State; 5 Sparks' Dip. Rer. Corr., 249. 
tTbis declaration in raissiog. 
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unanimity all the good will of the city can at the present time do noth- 
ing more for you, as to the conclusion of a treaty of amity and com- 
merce, than project it, in order to have it ready when it snail be able to 
propose it with some appearance of success. A copy of the memorial 
presented on the 7th of December by the French minister to their 
high mightinesses was sent to me by himself on the 8th to be com- 
municated to you. 

They have sent me from Amsterdam, with the same intent, a copy of 
the protest of the city against the resolution adopted by the majority 
for refusing convoy to naval articles. This important paper is very 
long (!i0 pages in folio). Expecting that I may be able to send it to 
you translated and copied, I will transcribe for you, gentlemen, what a 
good Dutch citizen, to whom 1 lent it, thought of it : " It is scarce pos- 
sible for me," said he, " to paint the vexation with which I have rend 
the [esolve adopted by the, majority. A document at once puerile, 
jesuitical, and made unintelligible, as I think from design, to conceal 
the palpable contradictious and absurdities of which it is full. I can 
compare it to nothing better than to a serpent, which hides its ugly 
head under the tortuous folds of its horrible body. The protest, on the 
contrary, is the finest document of its kind that I remember to have 
seen. As precise as it is luminous, it presents at once, and gathers, so 
to speak, into a single focus all the reasons for the opposite sentiment 
in a manner to strike all eyes which are not voluntarily closed to its 
lis; ht. But we live in the midst of a people who do not hesitate to call 
while black and black white, provided it favors the party of the Bo- 
reases of England and of our country." The States of Holland assembled 
yesterday. They have named two committees to deliberate, the one on 
the answer to be made to the court of Prance, the other on the new 
complaints to which the English have just given cause. We shall not 
know the result till next week. 

In the circumstances, gentlemen, in which you see things, it will be 
necessary that I should be provided with a letter of credence from your 
honorable Congress like, mutatis mutandis, that which I received from 
it. under date from the 9th to the 12th of December, 1775, and of which 
I made use at the court of Frauce in April, 1776 j with this difference, 
that the other being unlimited and accommodated to existing circum- 
stances, that which I now ask for should be limited to this republic, 
and conformable to the present situation and dignity of the American 
Confederation, to the end that I may be able to produce it to whomever 
it shall be proper, and to labor with all requisite credit and weight, in 
concert with your friends in this country, on the proposal of amity and 
commerce between the two republics. Such a paper becomes every 
day more necessary ; and I dare say that it will be necessary to the 
United States that I should be provided with it as soon as possible so 
as not to give it publicity, which everywhere, except' in France and 
Spain, seems to have no good effect ; but to continue, as I have done 
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hitherto, to increase and strengthen your friends here and to binder 
your enemies from realizing, at the expense of this republic, the fable 
of the monkey who drew his chestnuts from the fire with the cat's paw- 
Malo esse quam videri ought to-be the constant maxim of all those who 
are called to serve so fine a cause as that of the American Union. It 
is certainly mine. It is this that dictates the precise answer which I 
have yet to give to what you had the goodness to write concerning me 
in the letter with which you honored me under date of the 14th of May 
of this year, to wit: "We shall write particularly to the gentlemen at 
Paris respecting the injuries you have received from our enemies, and 
shall instruct them to pay the strictest attention to our engagements 
made to you at the commencement of our correspondence." 

These gentlemen, in sending me the letter, wrote me nothing on this 
business, and I have not drawn on them for more than I had agreed with 
Mr. Deane, towards the end of the past year, to be necessary for me to live 
herein a style of mediocrity, and with much economy, namely, two hun- 
dred louis d'ors this year. I shall continue uu this footing, drawing al- 
ways a hundred louis d'ors every six months till it please your honorable 
Congress to fix my stipend. In expectation that the situation of affairs 
will permit the United States to observe in respect to me or, in case of 
my death, in respect to my daughter, the wise magnanimity that befits 
sovereigns, I will serve them with the same zeal as if they gave me 
double, and with more inward satisfaction than if any other power 
should give me tenfold. I can assure you, gentlemen, that from the 
beginning I have done for the whole American people as I would do 
for a friend in danger. For the rest, I am well satisfied and grate- 
ful for the obliging things you have written me on this subject, and I 
do not ask new assurances. It is sufficient for me that you know my 
true sentiments, and that you will have the goodness to make them 
known to the honorable Congress. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Dumas. 



A. Lee to Schulenberg.* 

Paris, December 25, 1778. 
Sir : I had the honor of receiving your excellency's favor of the 1st. 
I am extremely sorry forhaviug troubled you with a representation 
which seems to have given offense instead of obtaining redress. 
Neither the character of a merchant nor that of all the merchants of 
Europe can weigh against the evidence of one's senses. I do assure 
your excellency upon my honor that the musket which is the specimen of 
those sent for the best Prussian arms and which have cost me five livres 
apiece more than the best arms in France is one of the worst I ever 
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beheld. I have seen most of the troops in Europe, and I never saw 
sucli a musket, in a soldier's liaud. It has this remarkable in it, that it 
is ueitber of the old nor the new model ; but seems to have been a bar- 
rel spoiled iu attempting to new model it, and this put into a stock of 
such wood and of such fashion that nothing can be imagined worse. 
There is 110 mark upon it of its having been examined. In short, a mis- 
take between the new and the old model is out of the question. 

But your excellency will give me leave to observe that if my demand 
was not explicit, it is a little surprising that the house of Splittberger, in 
the correspou deuce that passed between them and Mr. Grand before 
the order was executed, did not ask an explanation whether the old or 
the new model was meant. They knew, though we did not, that there 
were difiereut kinds of arms of the Prussian make, and therefore that a 
mistake might happen. As to myself, I had seen the troops at Berlin 
and the arsenal furnished with arms of the new model. I had con- 
versed with sundry officers upon the preference due to arms of the 
Prussian make, and never found any one who by that term did not under- 
stand those of the new model. Not knowing, therefore, that there was 
any possibility of mistake, I did not conceive I could be more explicit. 
Upon the whole, instead of the best arms in Europe which I promised 
I sent the worst, if the rest are like the specimen sent me. 

I hope your excellency will pardon me for having given you the pain 
of reading one letter on this subject, and I should not have added a 
second, but that there was a sort of censure thrown upon me, which I 
most assuredly did not deserve. I should have thought myself cen- 
surable if I had concealed from your excellency a proceeding on the part 
of those gentlemen which appeared so flagrant to me. You thought I 
was alone to blame, iu which I can not in any degree whatsoever 
concur. 

I have the honor of enclosing to your excellency a copy of a mani- 
festo, which the avowedly savage intentions of our enemies have com- 
pelled Congress to make. The previous resolution will show your 
excellency with what reluctance Congress has adopted retaliation. As 
long as it was possible to impute the barbarities committed to the un- 
authorized malignity of individuals they entreated forbearance. But 
when a solemn avowal on the part of his Britannic majesty's commis- 
sioners of their determination to exercise the extremes of war, and to 
desolate for the sole purpose of destroying, had deprived them of the 
apology they had too generously made for the actions of their enemies, 
their duty to the people, to humanity, to the nations called from Con- 
gress this resol ution of retaliation. 

This conduct of our enemies will, like all their other follies and per- 
secutions, knit more firmly our Con federation. The inhuman purpose 
of massacre and desolation, upon a pretext of our being mortgaged to 
Prance, which the very treaty to which they allude expressly contra- 
dicts, has armed every heart and hand against them. It has continued 



DECEMBER 30, 1778. 



869 



the wavering, animated the timid, and exasperated the brave. The 
laws of nations are the common property of al) civilized people. Our lib- 
erties, which were the objects of tbe war, are secure; we are now light- 
ing the battles of humanity and of nations against the avowed and 
bitter enemies of both. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, your excellency's, 
etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



A, Lee to Florida Bianca. " 

Paris, December 27, 1778. 
Sir : I have the honor of enclosing to your excellency a manifesto 
from Congress in answer to that of his Britannic majesty's commis- 
sioners. Yon have also enclosed a copy of a former resolution of Con- 
gress on this subject, from which it will appear how earnestly they have 
shunned this shocking extremity. As long as it was possible to impute 
the barbarities committed to the unauthorized intemperance of indi- 
viduals, Congress exhorted the suffering people to lenity and forbear- 
ance. But when they became acts of authority, avowed and ordered, 
Congress must not ouly stand justified before God and man, but would 
have been culpable in the eyes of both had they longer withheld the 
order for retaliation. Permit me to hope that your excellency will 
represent these things to his majesty, and that they wilt produce an 
immediate declaration, which is most likely to arrest the sanguinary 
progress of our enemy and compel them to relinquish the devastation 
of our country for the defense of their own. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Arthur Lee. 



Deane to the President of Congress, t 

Philadelphia, December 30, 1778, 
Sir : "When I had the honor of waiting on Congress last I was in- 
formed that I should be favored with an opportunity of finishing my 
narrative without delay. I now take the liberty of applying to Con- 
gress, and to inform them that I am ready and wait their orders. I 
have received letters which I am desirous to communicate personally ■ 
they relate to parts of my narrative. My solicitude for a final issue of 
my affairs will, I trust, not appear unreasonable to Congress, when it is 
considered that a certain Mr. Thomas Paine, styling himself secretary 
for foreign affairs, and presuming to address the public in his official 
character, has thrown out in a late paper many insinuations injurious 
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to my public character, and has avowed h'S intentions of laying before 
the public a number of interesting facts and materials relative ro my 
conduct one of the commissioners of these United States at the court 
of France. 

I rely on the justice of Congress, and have the honor to be, etc., 

Silas Deane. 



Congress*— Dearie's Case. 

December 31, 1778. 

A letter of the 30th from Mr. Deaue was read, informing that lie 
waits the orders of Congress, and that he has received letters of which 
be is desirous to communicate personally, which relate to parts of his 
narration. 

Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Deane be notified to attend immediately. 
Mr. Deane, attending, was called in, and gave further information in 
writing; and having finished. 

Ordered, That he withdraw into the next room. 
Accordingly he withdrew ; whereupon, 

A motion was made that a day be now assigned for Mr. Deaue to 
attend Congress, that such questions may be asked as the House shall 
think proper, to elucidate the subject of his narrative. 

Question put. 

Passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That Mr. Deane be called in and informed that he has leave 
to withdraw, and that Congress will notify to him their future orders. 

Mr. Deane, being called in, was informed of the foregoing order and 
withdrew. 



Franklin to Dr. Priestley t (probably). 

[No DATE.] 

Tou desire to know my opinion of what will probably be the end of 
this war, and whether our new establishments will not be thereby re- 
duced again to deserts. I do not, for my part, apprehend much dan- 
ger of so great an evil to us. I think we shall be able, with a little 
help, to defend ourselves, our possessions, and our liberties so long that 
England will be ruined by persisting in the wicked attempt to destroy 
them. I must, nevertheless, regret that ruin, and wish that her injus- 
tice and tyranny had not deserved it j and I sometimes flatter myself 
that, old as I am, I may possibly live to see my country sett ted in peace 

*MSS. Dep. of State; prititcil secret jontDalB, t6 Bigeluw'n Frauklin, 223, 
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and prosperity, when Britain shall make no more a formidable figure 
among the powers of Europe. 

You put me in mind of au apology for my conduct, which had been 
expected from me in answer to the abuses thrown upon me before the 
privy council. It was partly written, but the affairs of public impor- 
tance I have been ever since engaged in prevented my finishing it. The 
injuries too that my country has suffered have absorbed private re- 
sentments, and made it appear trifling for an individual to trouble the 
world with his particular justification, when all his compatriots were 
stigmatized by the King and Parliament as being in every respect the 
worst of mankind. I am obliged to you, however, for the friendly part 
you have always taken iu the defense of my character; and it is indeed 
no small argument in my favor that those who have known me most 
and longest still love me and trust me with their most important inter- 
ests, of which my election into the Congress by the unanimous voice of 
the assembly or parliament of Pennsylvania the day after my arrival 
from England, and my present mission hither by the Congress itself, 
are instances incontestable. * * * I thank yon for the account you 
give ran of M. Vota's experiments. You judge rightly in supposing 
that I have not much time at present to consider philosophical matters, 
but as far as I understand it from your description, it is only another 
form of the Leyden phial, and explicable by the same principles. I must, 
however, own myself puzzled by one part of your account, viz^ " and 
thus the electric force ouce excited may be kept alive years together," 
which, perhaps, is only a mistake. I have known it indeed to be con- 
tinued many mouths in a phial hermetically sealed, and suppose it may 
be so preserved for ages; but though one may, by repeatedly touching 
the knob of a charged bottle with a small insulated plate like the upper 
one of the electrophore, draw an incredible number of sparks succcs 
sively — that is, one after every touch, and those for a while not appar- 
ently different in magnitude — yet at length they will becomesmall, aud 
the eharge be finally exhausted. But I am in the wrong to give any 
opinion till I have seen the experiment. 

I like much your pasteboard machine, and I think it may, in some 
respects, be preferable to the very large glass ones constructed here. 
The Due de Chaulues has one, said, if I remember right, to be five feet 
in diameter. I saw it tried, but it happened not to he in order. 

You inquire what is become of my son, the governor of New Jersey. 
As he adhered to the party of the king, his people took him prisoner 
and sent him under a guard into Connecticut, where he continues, but 
is allowed a district of some miles to ride about upon his parole of 
honor not to quit that country. I have with me here his son, a youth 
about seventeen, whom T brought with me partly to finish his. education, 
having a great affection for him, and partly to have his assistance as a 
secretary, in which capacity he is very serviceable to me. I have also 
here with me my worthy nephew Mr. Williams, whom you ask after. 
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The ingenious Mr. Cauton, our other fellow-traveler, I suppose you 
know is now no more. 

As to the present state of our affairs, which you desire to be informed 
of, the English have long boasted much in their gazettes of their suc- 
cesses against us, but our latest advices are that they have been re- 
pulsed in their intended invasion of Pennsylvania, and driven back 
through New Jersey to New York with considerable loss in three en- 
gagements, so that the campaign will probably end pretty much as it 
began, leaving them only in possession of the islands which their naval 
strength secures'to thera; and we shall in the next campaign be much 
better provided with arms and ammunition for their entertainment, 
when our force is to consist of eighty-four battalions. 

God bless you, my dear friend, and believe me, etc., 

B. Franklin. 



Dumas to the Committee of Foreign Affairs. * 

The Hague, January 1, 1779. 

Gentlemen: On the 19th of December the grand pensionary of 
Holland, before going to the assembly of the States of Holland, re- 
ceived from the Due de la Yauguyon, ambassador of France, a note 
explanatory of the memorial presented to their high mightinesses the 
the 7th, as follows: 

" The king, determined to have perfect certainty of the hual resolu- 
tion of the states, flatters himself that their high mightinesses will ex- 
plain themselves in a clear and precise manner upon the point of per- 
fect neutrality, which his majesty is persuaded that they do not wish 
to swerve from. He expects that they will preserve to the flag of the 
United Provinces all the liberty that belongs to them in consequence 
of their independence, and to their commerce all the integrity that the 
law of nations secures to it aud that treaties confirm to it. But this 
liberty will become illusory and this integrity violated if their high 
mightinesses do not maintain it by a suitable protection, and if they 
consent to deprive their subjects of convoy, without which they cannot 
enjoy in their full extent the rights which they have acquired and claim. 
A resolution, of whatever nature it be, whose effect should be to deprive 
them of a protection so legitimate, whether for all brauches of their 
com meree in general or in particular for articles of naval stores of any 
kind, would be regarded, under present circumstances, as an act of par- 
tiality, derogatory to the principles of an absolute neutrality, aud would 
inevitably produce the consequences mentioned in the memoir which 
has been sent to their high mightinesses. It is especially to this 
essential object, and with the further intention to observe a neutrality 
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thus described, that the king asks of their high mightinesses an an- 
swer clear and precise." 

The same morning, the States of Holland adopted by a majority the 
following answer, previously advised on the 16th by the admiralty. 

"That their high mightinesses have always set, and will set, much 
value on a good understanding with his majesty, and that they would 
cultivate willingly his frieudship and affection for this state by all 
means which ensure the independent repose of the republic, and con- 
tribute to their perfect neutrality in the existing differences between 
his majesty and the king of Great Britain. That their high mighti- 
nesses do not fear to declare with openness and candor to his majesty 
that their design is to adhere scrupulously to the said neutrality, in 
Arm confidence that the two powers will be satisfied, and that they 
will permit to their high mightinesses the peaceable enjoyment of it. 
That the commerce and navigation of the republic, being one ot its 
principal means of subsistence, its free exercise their high mightinesses 
have strongly at heart. Their high mightinesses flatter themselves 
also that the two powers are inclined and will be persuaded to leave 
to them the course which the law of nations and treaties guaranty, and 
that if any discussion takes place on this subject, it will be attributed 
solely to the moderation and caution of their high mightinesses, in 
compliance with the suggestions of prudence, if to measures adapted 
to the protection of their commerce and their free navigation, without 
distinction as to the property of the cargoes; and to the supportof their 
neutrality they add others, intended to avoid all occasions of misun- 
derstanding. That their high mightinesses are too firmly convinced of 
his majesty's justice to doubt that he will be satisfied with this candid 
exposition of the sentiments of their high mightinesses, or that he will 
continue to observe in his treatment of neutrals, and consequently of 
the subjects of their high mightinesses, the rules which his majesty has 
himself considered to be conformable to the law of nations ; and that 
he will continue in the disposition on which the commerce at present 
existing between the subjects of both powers, to the mutual advantage 
of both parties, is founded." 

The resolutiou adopting this answer was invalidated, at the same 
time, by the following protest: 

"The deputies of the city of Amsterdam, adhering to their protest 
and note inserted on the 18th of November last against the resolution 
adopted the same day on the final remonstrance of the merchants of 
this country on the subject of the seizure of their vessels by the English 
and the carrying them into English ports, as is therein more fully de- 
tailed, have declared that they can not agree to the resolution of their 
noble and grand mightinesses adopted this day on the memorial pre- 
sented to their high mightinesses by the Due de la Vauguyon, wherein 
he demands the observance of an exact neutrality during the existence ot 
the troubles with England in general, and the maintenance of the freedom 
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of tbe flag of the republic, as well as of the commerce and navigation of 
this country to the French ports in particular, unless in the mean time 
should be given by the said resolution the clear and precise answer 
demanded by the said memorial, and on which depends iu great part 
the commerce of this country to the ports of France; declaring, also, 
that they would not bo in any manner responsible for the evils that may 
come upon the commerce and navigation of tbe republic, as well 
from the present resolution as from that of the 18th of November last." 

This has not hindered the States-General from adopting also the 
answer. On the 30th of December it was carried by the agent of their 
high mightinesses to the ambassador, who did not accept it, as not being 
such as the king demanded ; on which they have determined to send 
it to M, de Berkenrode, at Paris, to endeavor to cause it to be accepted 
by bis majesty. 

On my return here on Tuesday evening I went to see oar friend. 
Nothing has yet been done ; but in spite of all that can be done to- 
morrow, said he, things will finally go well. He told me also that the 
credit of Sir Joseph Yorke with a certain great personage was manifest 
more and more, and that there was no longer room to doubt that the 
latter had secret engagements with the court of London. 

I was the next day at the house of the French ambassador. Their 
high mightinesses had sent him their answer to the memorial, and he 
had sent it back as not admissible. He has iu his pocket the declara- 
tion of the king, by which the subjects of the state are excluded Irom 
his order in favor of neutrals, and deprived of the privileges which 
they enjoy in the ports of the kingdom. It will be soon published. 
This affair will do as much good to the anti-English in these provinces as 
tbe taking of Bergen -opzoom did them harm thirty years ago. The time 
will come when they will be obliged to have recourse to the city of 
Amsterdam to remove the proscription, which too much complaisance to 
the court of London is drawing upon these provinces. 

Late on Wednesday I went to see our friend. He could only give me 
one moment. The answer of tbe States -General to the memorial of the 
French ambassador is the same as that adopted by a majority of the 
States of Holland, excepting some additions which are not material. 
The deputies have not even consulted their respective, provinces thereon. 
Another blow given to the constitution. One of the deputies, with 
whom I had some conversation, gave me as the only excuse; "It is not 
the first time we hare done UP 1 have seen a letter from an able hand 
in one of the provinces, wherein much ceDSure and heavy reproaches 
are cast on this method of proceed iug. Friesland can least of all dis- 
pense with the commerce of France. 

January 2. There is to-day a grand concert at the Hotel de France. 
The court is there. The ambassador does the reverse of what is prac- 
tised at the theatre; he began with the farce and will finish with the 
tragedy. They flatter themselves here that he will not press matters, 
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because they have given him to understand that they have convoked 
the admiralty to deliberate more fully on the convoys. But they do 
not say, what all the world knows, that they have sent the rejected 
answer to the ambassador of the republic at Paris to endeavor to have 
it accepted by the king. Labor lost. 

Our friend is fortunate in all this. He has the finest part to perform, 
and he will perform it to his glory. He advances rapidly in the paths 
of former great men of the republic. On the other side, the firmness 
of Amsterdam is seconded very seasonably by the memorial. 

I doubt not, gentlemen, but the result has made you see the impor- 
tance of what has passed here, and how far my proceedings have been 
useful in the business to bring it to the point where it now is. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Dumas. 
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